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[Public  Resolution— No.  48.] 

Joint  reeolutlon  to  print  the  Agricultural  Repori^  for  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Besolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica in  Congress  assembledy  That  there  be  printed  four  himdred  thousand  copies  of 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight ;  seventy  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  three  hundred  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  tliirty  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, the  illustrations  for  the  same  to  be  executed  under  the  supervisiorf  of  the 
Public  Printer,  in  accordance  with  directions  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing, 
said  illustrations  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture ; 
and  the  copy  for  the  illustrations  of  said  report  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Printer  not  later  than  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  and  the  copy  of  the  text  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  Februaiy,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Sec.  2.  Tliat  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  is  liereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  defray  the  cost  of  printing  said  report. 

Approved,  October  20,  1888. 
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REPORT 

OF 

THE   COMMISSIONER  OF   AGRICULTURE. 


XJ.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,    • 
Commissioner's  Of/icb, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  Ist,  1888. 

To  the  President  : 

I  respectfully  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  as  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture. 

Seed-time  and  harvest  have  recorded  again  the  intentions  and 
fruitions  of  the  agricultural  year.  A  season  of  abundant  if  not  ex- 
cessive moisture,  as  the  preYious  one  was  of  deficient  rain-fall  and 
consuming  heat,  it  has  still  b^i  fruitful  in  a  high  degree.  The  soil 
has  doubtless  yielded  its  wealth  the  more  generously  from  the  fer- 
tilization drawn  from  its  depth  by  the  drought  of  the  previous 
summer.  Though  the  winter's  severity  touched  the  wheat  crop  in- 
juriously, the  summer's  favors  came  near  to  full  reparation  for  the 
injury,  while  the  spring-sown  grain  was  less  fortimate  in  its  history. 
There  is  such  variety  of  soil,  climate,  and  product  in  our  broad  do- 
main that  a  blight  in  one  section  is  a  blessing  in  another;  and  in 
the  same  district  a  drought  that  parches  the  uplands  may  dry  the 
bottoms,  while  rains  that  fertilize  the  hills  may  flood  the  vaUeys. 
Thus  compensations  repair  disasters,  unless  caused  by  want  of  thrift 
or  lack  of  industry  in  the  cultivator.  A  famine,  the  reality  that 
affrights  so  many  countries,  is  a  phantom  in  this  of  which  the  peo- 
ple have  no  present  fear. 

The  Department  has  continued  its  efforts  to  apply  the  latest  residts 
of  scientific  discovery  to  agricultural  practice.  Its  aim  is  ever  prac- 
tical, in  the  direction  of  economy  and  variety  in  production,  through 
the  union  of  science  and  experiment  and  the  advance  of  rural  edu- 
cation. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  the  past  year  has  boon  one  of  much 
greater  activity  in  the  Department  than  it  has  ever  before  experi- 
enced.   The  work  of  the  new  sections  and  branches  organized  in  the 
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Department  will  prove  of  great  value  to  tlie  future  agricultural  op* 
erations  of  this  country.  The  investigations  made  have  excited 
popular  interest,  and  the  results  obtained  have  not  only  been  helpful 
to  the  farming  class,  but  some  of  them  are  significant  in  that  they, 
in  a  measure,  anticipate  the  still  further  development  of  the  wonder- 
ful agricultural  resources  of  the  United  States. 

AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIMENT  STATIONS. 

The  appropriation  of  $15,000  per  annum  to  each  of  the  States  and 
Territories  which  have  established  agricultural  colleges  or  agricult- 
ural departments  of  colleges,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  2,  1887,  has  led,  according  to  the  latest  accounts  at 
hand,  to  the  establishment  of  new  stations,  or  the  increased  develop- 
ment of  stations  previously  established  under  State  authority,  in 
thirty-seven  States  and  one  Territory.  In  several  States  two  or  more 
distinct  stations  are  in  operation  ;  in  others  the  stations  have  several 
branches  under  one  management.  Counting  these  latter  as  single 
stations  the  total  number  at  present  is  forty-two,  but  counting  the 
branch  stations  separately  the  total  number  would  not  be  far  from 
fifty. 

The  first  agricultural. experiment  station  in  the  United  States  was 
established  in  Connecticut  in  the  year  1875.  The  example  was  fol- 
lowed elsewhere  until,  in  1886,  some  jpventeen  of  these  institutions 
had  been  organized  in  as  many  StaRs.  This  rapid  growth  of  an 
enterprise  for  elevating  agriculture  by  the  aid  of  science,  its  espousal 
by  the  United  States  Government,  its  development  to  its  present  di- 
mensions in  the  short  period  of  fourteen  years,  and,  finally,  the  favor 
with  which  it  is  received  by  the  public  at  large,  are  a  striking  illus- 
tration of  the  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  American  people  of 
the  wisdom  and  the  usefulness  of  calling  the  highest  science  to  the 
aid  of  the  arts  and  industries  of  life. 

This  enterprise  in  the  United  States  is  indeed  only  a  part  of  a 
more  general  movement.  In  Europe  experiment  stations  have  been 
a  prominent  feature  of  agricultural  progress  during  nearly  forty 
years,  and  with  constantly  increasing  number  and  effectiveness. 
At  the  moment  that  this  is  being  written  a  request  comes  to  the  De- 
partment for  documents  pertaining  to  agriculture  in  the  United 
States  for  the  use  of  persons  engaged  in  establishing  experimental 
farms  in  a  province  in  India  still  under  the  control  of  a  native  inde- 
pendent prince,  who  is  using  this  instrumentality  for  the  elevation 
of  the  agriculture  of  his  country. 

Most  of  the  new  stations  are  in  actual  operation.  Bulletins  and 
reports  have  been  published  giving  accounts  of  their  organization 
and  experimental  and  other  work.  The  investigations  cover  a  very 
wide  range  of  topics  of  interest  to  the  farmer.  The  stations  have  in 
nearly  all  cases  manifested  their  wisdom  in  entering  upon  inquiries 

Digitized  by  VjOOy  IC 


KEPOET   OF  THE   003IMISSIONER   OF   AGRICULTURE.  V 

especially  adapted  to  the  localities  in  which  they  are  situated,  without 
neglecting  subjects  of  more  general  interest. 

The  present  is  an  auspicious  time  for  this  undertaking.  In  the 
history  of  no  nation  before  have  there  been  such  a  thirst  for  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  the  great  masses  of  the  people,  such  high  and  just 
appreciation  of  its  value,  and  such  wide-reaching,  successful,  and 
popular  schemes  for  self -education;  never  before  has  the  great  agri- 
cultural public  been  so  willing  and  indeed  so  anxious  to  receive  with 
respect  and  use  with  intelligence  the  information  which  science  offers; 
never  before  has  science  had  so  much  to  give.  The  prospects  then 
for  this,  the  largest  scientific  enterprise  in  behalf  of  agriculture  that 
any  government  has  undertaken,  are  full  of  promise,  notwithstanding 
some  manifest  dangers  which  lie  in  the  way  of  its  progress. 

These  dangers  are  those  due  to  the  crudeness  of  such  enterprises 
in  their  early  stages,  to  the  lack  of  experience,  and  to  political  and 
other  complications.  Crudeness  will  pass  away  and  experience  will 
come.  The  greatest  danger,  that  of  political  interference  and  ma- 
nipulation, needs  to  be  carefully  guarded  against.  Whenever  it 
is  understood  that  anything  but  special  fitness  constitutes  qualifica- 
tion for  positions  in  the  management  or  work  of  these  institutions, 
deterioration  in  the  workers  and  the  work  is  sure. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  great  cause  for  encouragement  in  the 
evident  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  purpose  with  which  the  officers 
of  the  stations  are  in  almost  all  cases  performing  their  duties;  in  the 
character  of  the  educational  institutions  in  whose  charge  the  stations 
have  been  placed;  in  the  earnest  watchfulness  and  hearty  sympathy 
of  the  farmers  of  the  country;  in  the  interest  and  co-operation  of  the 
greatest  authorities  in  science;  and,  finally,  in  the  action  of  Congress 
bj  which  provision  is  made  for  Government  regulation  and  aid. 

In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1887,  by  which  the  experiment  stations  are  established,  and  of  acts 
supplementary  thereto,  the  act  approved  July  18,  1888,  entitled 
**An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1889,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ap- 
propriates : 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars ;  ten  thousand  dollars  of  which 
sum  shall  be  payable  upon  the  order  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  to  enable 
him  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  section  three  of  said  act  of  March  second,  eight- 
een hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  to  compare,  edit,  and  publish  such  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  experiments  made  under  section  two  of  said  act  by  said  experiment 
stations  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  and  for  these  purposes  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  is  authorized  to  employ  such  assistants,  clerks,  and  other  persons  as 
he  may  deem  necessary. 

Section  3  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1887,  provides: 

That  in  order  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  uniformity  of  methods  and  results 
in  the  work  of  said  stations,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  to  furnish  forms,  as  far  as  practicable,  for  the  tabulation  of  reeulta 
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of  investigation  or  experiments;  to  indicate,  from  tiitie  to  time,  such  lines  of  inquiry 
as  to  him  shall  seem  most  important;  and,  in  general,  to  furnish  such  advice  and 
assistance  as  will  best  promote  the  purposes  of  this  act.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  said  station,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February,  to  make  to  the 
governor  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  it  is  located  a  full  and  detailed  report 
of  its  operations,  including  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  a  copy  of  which 
report  shall  be  sent  to  each  of  said  stations,  to  the  said  Commissioner  of  Agricult- 
ure, and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

While,  in  accordance  with  its  duty  in  the  disposition  of  public 
funds,  the  Government  reserves  the  right  to  regulate  the  research 
which  it  endows,  and  while  this  regulating  power  is  expressed  in  the 
same  legislation  by  which  the  stations  themselves  are  established,  it 
should  in  my  opinion  be  exercised  mainly  in  the  form  of  wise  and 
sympathetic  help. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  can  aid  the  experiment  stations 
in  their  relations  to  each  other,  in  their  use  of  the  results  of  ex- 
perimental research,  and  in  their  connection  with  the  agricultural 
public.  To  be  first  among  the  stations  the  Department  should  be 
the  servant  of  them  all.  It  should  exercise  not  dictatorship,  but 
leadership.  Its  mfluence  should  be  powerful  in  bringing  the  sta- 
tions together  in  co-ordinating  their  work ;  in  making  the  fruits  of 
other  research  and  experience,  past  and  present,  at  home  and  abroad, 
available  to  them ;  in  prosecuting  lines  of  pioneer  research  Avhich 
will  in  a  measure  relieve  the  stations  of  a  diflBcult  but  necessary 
task,  and  enable  them  to  apply  their  energies  more  fully  and  suc- 
cessfully to  the  study  of  the  questions  which  bear  directly  upon  the 
practice  of  agriculture ;  in  collating,  condensing,  and  distributing 
their  results,  and  in  helping  to  carry  the  practical  outcome  to  the 
farmer  in  a  form  in  which  he  will  appreciate  and  use  it. 

To  carry  out  this  work  I  have  instituted  an  oflBce  of  experiment 
stations  as  a  special  branch  of  this  Department  and  appointed  a  di- 
rector at  its  head.  The  organization  and  functions  of  this  office  will 
naturally  shape  themselves  to  the  needs  of  the  enterprise  as  they 
arise. 

The  most  immediately  pressing  need  seems  to  be  that  of  a  clear- 
ing-house and  an  exchange  for  the  stations.  The  stations  are  widely 
separated;  they  need  to  know  more  about  each  other's  work;  they 
need  each  other's  help,  especially  that  which  comes  from  the  inter- 
change of  experience.  Much  is  gained  by  the  proper  distribution  of 
work  and  by  co-operation  where  that  is  feasible.  As  a  clearing-house 
this  office  can  facilitate  intercommunication  beween  the  stations,  col- 
late the  results  of  their  work,  and  facilitate  its  most  advantageous 
co-ordination.  It  can  serve  as  an  exchange  or  distributing  point  for 
information  in  two  ways,  negotiating  between  the  stations  and  the 
agricultural  public  on  the  one  side  and  between  the  stations  and  the 
world  of  science  on  the  other. 

One  of  the  means  by  which  this  Department  can  mediate  between 
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the  stations  and  the  agricultural  public  is  the  issuing  of  a  series  of 
farmers'  bulletins,  whfch  should  collate  the  results  of  station  work 
bearing  upon  special  topics,  and  the  teachings  of  other  research,  aptd 
put  the  whole  into  a  form  so  plain  that  the  intelligent  farmer  will 
understand  it,  so  brief  that  he  will  road  it  through,  and  so  practical 
that  he  will  take  it  to  heart.  Thus  while  each  station  is  distributing 
its  own  results  to  the  farmer  of  its  own  State,  this  instrumentality 
will  help  to  make  the  several  stations  serviceable  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  whole  country. 

As  a  mediator  between  the  stations  and  the  world  of  science,  this 
branch  of  the  Department  should  be  in  a  condition  to  collate  the  re- 
sults of  experimental  research  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  and 
publish  them  in  convenient  form  for  the  use  of  the  station  workers 
and  others  interested  in  the  science  of  agriculture.  The  past  forty 
years  has  been  a  period  of  great  and  increasing  activity  in  agricult- 
ural inquiry,  especially  in  Europe.  The  mass  of  material  accumu- 
lated is  large  and  rapidly  growing ;  it  is  mostly  in  foreign  languages, 
and  in  costly  journals,  publications  of  learned  societies,  monographs, 
and  other  books,  which  but  few  of  our  workers  nave,  and  which, 
with  lack  of  leisure,  but  few  could  suflSciently  utilize  if  they  had 
them.  Indexes  of  literature  of  given  subjects  and,  especially,  ab- 
stracts of  experimental  research  are  wanted. 

One  need  is  a  journal  for  the  stations,  to  contain  accounts  of  their 
current  research,  abstracts  of  similar  work  in  this  and  in  other 
coimtries,  and  other  matters  of  mutual  interest.  What  is  wanted  is 
a  publication,  properly  edited,  adapted  to  our  special  conditions,  ap- 
pearing regularly  and  giving  the  latest  information,  doing  for  workers 
in  these  lines  what  Die  LandwirthschafUichen  Versuchs-Stationen, 
the  CentrdlrBlati  der  Agriktilturchemie,  and  other  publications  do 
for  the  German  stations;  in  short,  a  means  to  provide  prompt  and 
constant  intercommunication  between  the  stations  and  bring  them 
from  outside  the  things  they  want  to  know. 

Information  is  also  greatly  needed  in  regard  to  past  work  ajid  its 
results. '  This  would  be  probably  best  brought  to  the  stations  in  the 
form  of  monographs  on  special  subjects.  The  object  of  these  would 
be  to  show  the  actual  extent  to  which  certain  more  important  sub- 
jects have  already  been  investigated,  the  methods  and  results  of  work 
done,  the  specific  questions  which  now  most  need  investigation,  and 
the  best  means  and  methods  of  experimenting.  The  laws  that  under- 
lie the  problems  oUr  stations  have  to  work  on,  and  many  of  the  ques- 
tions themselves,  are  the  same  that  have  been  studied  for  half  a  cen- 
tury. It  is  important  to  avoid  going  over  old  ground,  to  start  where 
others  have  left  oflf,  and  with  the  benefit  of  their  experience.  Such 
instrumentalities  to  tell  our  workers  what  ha^  been  done,  and  indi- 
cate what  there  is  to  do  and  how  best  to  do  it,  and  thus  help  them 
to  utilize  work  accomplished  instead  of  doing  it  over  again,  would 
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be  very  useful.  For  preparing  these  publications  means  ought  to  be 
provided  for  securing  the  services  of  the  ablest  specialists  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  All  this  would  cost  no  little  labor,  learning, 
and  money,  but  with  the  particularly  pressing  call  for  every  possible 
assistance  of  this  sort,  the  expense  would  bear  no  comparison  to  the 
usefulness;  indeed,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  stations  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

The  well-advised  deliberations  and  action  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations  were  re- 
ferred to  in  my  last  report.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  recommen- 
dations above  made  are  entirely  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  com- 
mittee on  station  work  of  that  organization,  the  report  of  which  was 
published  by  this  Department  last  winter,  and  that  the  work  which 
the  Department  has  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  experiment 
stations  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  recommended  the  establishment  of  a 
central  experiment  station  in  connection  with  this  Department.  The 
work  of  the  station|  requires  much  study  of  methods  of  investigation 
and  other  pioneer  work  of  research.  This  is  as  necessary  to  success- 
ful experimenting  as  the  foundation  is  to  the  house.  It  involves  the 
fullest  knowledge  of  past  experience,  a  great  deal  of  the  labor  of 
specially  trained  experts,  and  often  very  costly  appliances.  This  ab- 
stract research  is  very  difficult  for  the  individual  stations  to  under- 
take, and  yet  the  lack  of  it  is  one  of  the  serious  obstacles  to  the  practi- 
cal solution  of  the  questions  they  have  to  deal  with.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress requires  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  to  indicate  from  time 
to  time  such  lines  of  inquiry  as  to  him  shall  seem  most  important. 
To  do  this  properly  will  require  more  or  less  research.  Further- 
more, there  are  numerous  questions  which  affect  large  areas,  or 
the  whole  country,  in  which  co-operative  work  will  be  desirable, 
but  which  likewise  require  preliminary  investigation  for  their  proper 
planning.  To  relieve  the  stations  of  much  costly  and  laborious 
scientific  work  and  enable  them  to  devote  their  energy  the  more 
completely  to  the  things  that  are  of  practical  interest  to  the  farmer, 
and  to  enable  the  Department  to  give  the  advice  and  assistance  which 
Congress  calls  for  and  the  stations  need,  would  be  proper  functions 
of  a  central  station.  If  properly  arranged  it  would  also  serve  as  a 
useful  model  and  as  a  means  of  explaining  to  people  interested  in 
such  matters,  agriculturists,  educators,  men  of  science,  legislators, 
and  others  who  flock  to  Washington  from  all  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, and  from  other  parts  of  the  world  as  well,  what  an  experiment 
station  is  and  how  its  work  is  most  successfully  accomplished. 

The  branch  of  the  Department  which  connects  it  with  the  experi- 
ment stations  should,  J  believe,  develop  such  an  institution.  This 
would  in  no  way  take  the  place  or  do  the  work  of  the  stations 
throughout  the  country,  but  would,  on  the  other  hand,  be  a  most 
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helpful,  economica.1,  and.  I  am  inclined  to  a^dd,  essential  part  of  the 
whole  organization.  Its  need  has  already  been  felt  and  expressed 
by  stations  which  have  had  the  largest  experience.  Its  growth 
should  be  gradual,  its  character  and  organization  should  be  shaped 
by  exigencies  as  they  arise,  but  I  believe  that,  in  some  form  or  other, 
it  should  be  provided  for  in  the  near  future. 

While  the  experiment  stations  are  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  ag- 
riculture, and  through  it  for  that  of  other  national  interests,  their 
support  comes  as  directly  from  the  rest  of  the  people  as  from  the 
farmers.  The  chief  agricultural  product  is  food,  which  all  need. 
More  than  half  of  the  earnings  of  the  working  people  in  this  country, 
as  in  Europe,  are  and  inevitably  must  be  spent  for  food,  and  yet  even 
the  most  intelligent  know  less  about  the  relation  existing  between 
the  nutritive  value  and  the  cost  of  their  food  than  about  the  value 
as  compared  with  the  cost  of  their  clothing,  houses,  fuel,  or  any  of 
the  other  necessaries  of  life.  This  lack  of  popular  understanding  of 
the  pecuniary  economy  of  food,  and  of  its  physiological  economy  as 
well,  results  in  great  loss  of  money  and  injury  to  health.  For  im- 
provement the  first  requisite  is  information,  that  which  comes  only 
from  research.  Such  research  might  be  appropriately  begun  by  this 
Department  and,  when  the  lines  are  well  defined,  advantageously 
carried  out  by  the  stations.  The  results  of  such  inquiry  would  also 
have  a  most  immediate  and  practical  bearing  upon  the  exclusively 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  especially  in  the  portions  de- 
voted to  meat  production.  Investigation  has  already  been  carried 
far  enough  to  indicate  that  the  laboring  classes  in  Europe  are  under- 
fed, and  that  what  they  most  lack  to  give  them  the  bodily  strength 
and  vigor  which  characterize  our  own  working  i>eople  is  the  nutri- 
ment which  is  supplied  in  the  most  concentrated  form  in  the  meats, 
including  pork,  which  we  produce  in  such  large  excess.  One  way 
to  secure  the  removal  of  the  onerous  restrictions  imposed  by  the  gov- 
ernments of  Europe  upon  the  importation  of  American  meats  is  to 
demonstrate  the  great  disadvantage  accruing  to  the  masses  of  the 
people  from  these  restrictions. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  inquiries  in  these  directions  ^re  appro- 
priate for  this  Department  and  for  the  experiment  stations  as  well ; 
that  the  initiative  may  properly  be  taken  by  the  Department,  and, 
when  the  lines  are  well  defined  by  preliminary  investigation,  such 
stations  as  are  in  condition  to  do  so  may  prosecute  them  with  advan- 
tage.    A  small  appropriation  would  do  a  most  useful  work. 

Thus  far,  of  course,  the  work  of  the  Department  in  connection  with 
the  stations  is  merely  begun.  In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the 
Department  to  ally  itself  as  closely  as  possible  with  these  institutions, 
personal  visits  have  boon  made  to  as  many  of  the  stations  as  time  has 
permitted.  A  directory  of  stations  and  station  ofl5cers  and  a  cata- 
logue of  publications  are  in  preparation,  and  are  to  be  followed  by 
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indexes  of  literature,  and  so  much  of  the  work  above  indicated  as  the 
demands  of  the  future  may  require  and  the  means  provided  allow. 
To  carry  out  this  part  of  the  work  of  the  Department  for  the  next 
fiscal  year  I  have  asked  for  $15,000,  believing  it  to  be  wise  to  make 
the  request  a  moderate  one,  and  smaller  rather  than  larger  than  the 
demands  would  seem  to  justify.  This  sum  will  suffice  only  for  the 
beginning  of  the  large  amount  of  work  that  is  pressingly  needed.  I 
have  refrained  from  making  any  estimate  of  the  whole  amount  which 
will  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  national  stations  during  the  next 
year,  and  for  which  an  appropriation  of  $595,000  was  made  by  Con- 
gress for  the  current  fiscal  year,  deeming  it  advisable  to  await  the 
development  in  station  organization. 

The  path  to  success  in  this  experiment-station  enterprise  passes 
by  the  fountains  of  abstract  science  and  by  the  farms  and  fire- 
sides of  the  American  people.  If  the  Department  is  to  do  its  share 
of  this  great  work  it  must  be  by  unifying  the  efforts  of  the  stations, 
by  bringing  the  best  science  of  the  world  to  their  aid,  and  by  carry- 
ing their  best  products  "  not  down  to  the  farmer,  but  home  to  the 
farmer,"  whom  they  serve.  For  this  it  must  have  generous  support. 
A  great  ship  needs  costly  steering  apparatus.  Parsimony  here  is 
the  worst  possible  economy.  I  trust  that  in  due  time  means  will  be 
provided  to  enable  the  Department  to  secure,  retain,  and  develop  to 
their  highest  efficiency  the  ablest  men  in  the  different  lines  of  work 
and  to  insure  all  needed  means  for  meeting  the  demand  imposed  upon 
it  by  so  great  an  undertaking.  If  this  call  is  for  something  greater 
than  has  ever  elsewhere  been  done  it  is  because  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  experiment-station  enterprise,  the  ui^gency  of  the  demand,  and 
the  wisdom  of  generous  supply. 

I  append  herewith  a  synopsis  of  the  work  performed  by  the  sev- 
eral divisions  of  the  Department. 

BUREAU  OF  ANIMAL  INDUSTRY. 

The  work  for  the  eradication  of  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia  has 
been  the  most  important  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  this  Bureau 
during  the  year.  The  beginning  of  this  work,  less  than  four  years 
ago,  was  under  circumstances  which  were  anything  but  encouraging. 
The  plague  had  been  permitted  to  propagate  itself  in  the  Middle  At- 
lantic States  practically  undisturbed  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  The  dairies  about  some  of  our  largest  cities  were  hot-beds 
of  contagion.  The  stock-yards  of  these  cities  had  become  infected 
and  the  disease  was  spread  continually  by  calves  and  stock  cattle 
going  from  these  yards  into  country  districts.  Even  the  West  was 
invaded  and  the  great  stock-producing  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri, 
and  Kentucky  were  suffering  from  the  prevalence  of  this  malady. 

To  meet  this  alarming  condition  we  had  an  imperfect  national  law, 
an  insufficient  appropriation,  and  little,  if  any,  provision  for  co-op- 
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eration  on  the  part  of  the  States.  The  law  establishing  the  Bureau 
was,  however,  soon  supplemented  by  temporary  legislation  in  the 
appropriation  bills,  the  amount  appropriated  was  increased  suflB- 
ciently  to  meet  the  emergency,  and  State  co-operation  has  been 
secured  in  those  States  where  the  contagion  existed.  With  the  au- 
thority obtained  in  this  manner,  it  was  possible  to  undertake  vigor? 
ous  measures  for  the  extermination  of  the  plague. 

At  the  time  the  previous  report  was  submitted  the  Western  Stat^ 
had  been  about  relieved  from  the  presence  of  this  malady.  A  force 
was  still  stationed  at  Chicago,  however,  and  cases  in  the  chronic 
stage  were  occasionally  being  found.  With  rigid  supervision  of 
the  trade  and  the  slaughter  of  all  cattle  in  the  infected  district,  the 
last  traces  soon  disappeared,  and  on  April  1  it  was  deemed  safe  to 
remove  all  quarantine  restrictions  and  withdraw  the  force  that  had 
been  operating  there. 

During  this  time  active  measures  had  been  carried  on  in  Maryland, 
and  many  affected  and  exposed  cattle  had  been  slaughtered,  thereby 
freeing  the  country  districts  from  the  trouble ;  but  the  regulations 
made  under  the  State  laws  were  not  sufficiently  stringent  for  the  in- 
fected city  districts,  and  the  resxdts  were  not  satisfactory.  In  No- 
vember, 1887,  the  State  live-stock  sanitary  board  was  induced  to 
make  an  order  applying  regulations  adequate  to  the  conditions  in 
Baltimore  County.  This  involved  a  large  increase  of  the  force  sta- 
tioned there  and  in  the  various  items  of  expense  which  were  neces: 
sarily  incurred,  but  the  rapid  progress  made  under  the  new  plan  is  a 
sufficient  justification  for  the  change. 

There  have  been  slaughtered  in  Maryland,  from  January  1  to 
November  30,  1888,  469  animals  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia, 
and  1,036  exposed  animals.  The  result  has  been  to  promptly  remove^ 
all  traces  of  the  disease  wherever  these  have  been  discovered,  and 
to  wonderfully  lessen  the  number  of  cases  which  have  developed. 
During  the  month  of  October  but  three  affected  herds  were  found 
in  the  State,  and  during  November  but  two  were  found.  Unless  for 
•  some  unforeseen  reason  there  is  an  extension  of  the  disease,  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  Maryland  will  be  entirely  free  from  its 
presence. 

A  year  ago  there  was  some  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  existence 
of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  Pennsylvania.  After  considerable  corre- 
spondence a  plan  of  co-operation  was  arranged,  andin  April  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  was  placed  under  quarantine  restrictions  by  the  gov- 
ernor's order,  and  a  sufficient  force  was  stationed  there  by  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  to  inspect  all  cattle  within  the  quarantine  limits, 
and  to  control  the  movement  of  such  animals.  The  enforcement  of 
these  measures  lias  shown  that  the  malady  did  not  exist  to  any  great 
extent  in  that  district.  Only  63  affected  and  131  exposed  animals 
have  been  slaughtered,  and  it  is  believed  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
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is  now  free  from  the  infection.  The  quarantine  will  be  raised  on  De- 
cember 15,  but  a  small  force  will  be  left  to  supervise  the  interstate 
commerce  in  cattle  until  the  neighboring  States  are  found  to  be  safe. 

Since  my  last  report  a  thorough  quarantine  has  been  established 
in  Hudson  County,  N.  J.,  by  co-operation  with  the  State  board  of 
Jiealth.  This  section  of  the  State  has  long  been  known  to  be  har- 
boring the  pestilence,  but  never  before  were  sufficiently  stringent 
regulations  enforced  to  control  its  ravages  or  discover  all  of  its 
hiding-places.  As  a  result  of  the  quarantine,  affected  herds  have 
been  discovered  and  slaughtered,  the  stables  and  stock-yards  have 
been  kept  disinfected,  the  incoming  cattle  have  been  inspected,  and 
the  disease  has  gradually  disappeared.  Taking  the  whole  State,  there 
were  19  herds  found  diseased  in  September,  14  in  October,  and  only 
2  in  November.  This  result  is  very  encouraging,  and  it  is  believed 
that  but  little  more  work  remains  to  be  done.  It  has  been  necessary 
to  slaughter,  since  January  1,  502  diseased  and  945  exposed  ani- 
mals. 

In  New  York  the  infected  district  was  much  larger  than  in  any 
of  the  other  States  and  it  was  anticipated  that  by  far  the  heaviest 
work  would  be  found  here.  The  active  work  was  begun  in  the  old 
infected  district  of  the  State  about  a  year  ago  by  placing  stringent 
quarantine  restrictions  over  five  counties  and  inspecting,  number- 
ing, and  registering  all  cattle  in  that  district.  From  January  1  to 
November  30, 1,576  affected  cattle  and  3,196  which  had  been  exposed 
were  purchased  and  slaughtered. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  decision  of  the  court  made  it  nec- 
essary to  obtain  additional  legislation  from  the  legislature,  and  also 
required  new  proclamations  from  the  governor,  the  work  was  pressed' 
forward  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  imtil  the  exhaustion  of  the  appro- 
priation in  May.  This  caused  a  cessation  of  active  work  for  nearly 
two  months,  with  only  sufficient  supervision  to  hold  what  had  already 
been  gained.  Since  the  last  appropriation  was  made  there  has  been 
every  effort  to  urge  forward  the  work  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Two 
coimties,  Westchester  and  Richmond,  have  recently  been  declared 
free  from  the  contagion  and  the  quarantine  restrictions  removed. 
Unfortunately  a  new  outbreak  has  been  discovered  in  Orange  County, 
which  will  increase  the  expenses,  but  which  will  not  delay  the  period 
of  the  final  eradication  of  the  plague  from  the  State. 

The  county  of  New  York  has  been  very  nearly  freed  from  this 
disease,  but  the  continued  traffic  through  this  commercial  center 
makes  it  necessary  to  enforce  quarantine  regulations  until  all  other 
portions  of  the  State  have  been  relieved  of  it.  It  will  require  at 
least  one  more  year  to.  complete  the  eradication  from  the  counties  on 
Long  Island.  ♦ 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  the  amount  of  work  done  has  been 
greater  than  was  anticipated,  and  the  results  are  very  gratify. 
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ing.  The  following  figures,  covering  all  the  pleuro-pneumonia  dis- 
tricts, show  the  magnitude  of  the  task  which  the  Bureau  has  had  iu 
hand: 

From  January  1  to  November  30  there  were  inspected  35,451  herds, 
containing  304,698  head  of  cattle.  Of  these  animals  183,257  were 
tagged  with  numbers  and  registered  upon  the  books  of  the  office,  and 
106,415  were  examined  more  than  once. 

During  the  same  period  630  herds,  containing  8,604  animals,  were 
found  affected  with  the  disease,  and  the  Bureau  has  purchased  and 
slaughtered  2,649  diseased  animals  and  5,490  that  had  been  exposed. 
The  number  of  stock-yards,  stables,  and  other  premises  disinfected 
reached  the  number  of  1,876.  There  have  also  been  41,361  posUmor- 
tern  examinations  made,  which  resulted  in  finding  3,380  carcasses 
affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia. 

In  addition  to  the  work  for  the  eradication  of  pleuro-pneumonia, 
the  Bureau  has  undertaken  the  control  of  glanders  among  horses  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  This  work  is  done  under  authority  of  the 
District  Commissioners  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing the  Bureau.  This  disease  exists  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
from  July  1  to  December  7,  23  affected  horses  have  been  killed. 

The  investigations  of  swine  diseases  have  been  continued,  and  have 
confirmed  the  results  published  in  the  reports  of  1887,  and,  in  addi- 
tionj  have  brought  out  more  clearly  the  characteristics  of  the  disease 
and  the  measures  necessary  for  its  prevention.  There  is  no  longer 
any  doubt  that  the  epizootics  among  swine  may  be  divided  into  two 
very  distinct  diseases ;  that  both  of  these  are  widely  disseminated  and 
cause  very  serious  losses.  Bulletins  are  now  in  preparation  in  which 
a  systematic  account  will  be  given  of  all  the  important  facts  con- 
nected with  the  origin,  cause,  and  nature  of  these'  diseases,  and  the 
methods  to  be  adopted  for  theit  prevention  and  treatment. 

An  investigation  of  the  sheep  and  wool  industry  has  just  been 
completed,  and  a  report  is  now  in  preparation  which  is  expected  to 
place  this  subject  clearly  before  those  interested  in  this  branch  of 
agriculture.  Much  important  information  has  been  gathered  which, 
it  is  believed,  will  have  a  good  influence  on  sheep  husbandry  in  gen- 
eral, and  will  enable  those  engaged  in  it  to  see  and  correct  the  mis- 
takes which  have  heretofore  been  made.  It  is  our  aim  to  present 
those  methods  which  have  been  found  successful  and  profitable,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  adopted  by  others  who  have  not  been  able 
to  secure  satisfactory  results. 

Many  diseases  have  been  investigated  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  during  the  year,  among  the  most  important  of  these  being 
an  outbreak  of  anthrax  in  southern  California.  This  disease,  which 
has  long  created  havoc  in  the  southern  Mississippi  Valley,  is  now 
found  to  be  indigenous  in  California  and  probably  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  The  area  involved  is  large  and  the  losses  very  serious. 
AG  88 2 
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■The  nature  of  this  disease  is  now  well  understood,  and  it  i»  knqwu 
that  the  micro-organism  which  causes  it  forms  spores,  and  these  re- 
tain their  vitality  in  the  soil  for  many  years.  On  such  soils  the  past- 
ure and  hay  are  infected  and  produce  the  disease  in  the  animals 
which  feed  upon  them. 

Thus  far  no  practical  way  of  freeing  much  of  the  infected  section 
from  this  contagion  has  been  discovered,  and  the  only  method  now 
known  of  preventing  the  disease  is  to  va<^'ciuate  the  animals  accord- 
ing to  the  method  discovered  by  Pasteur.  Unfortunately  the  farm- 
ers of  this  country  have  no  place  to  which  they  can  apply  for  such 
vaccine.  The  Department  could  supply  it  if  it  had  a  suitable  labora- 
tory in  which  it  could  be  prepared.  As  I  have  repeatedly  stated,  the 
laboratory  now  used  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  is  located 
under  the  roof  of  the  Department  building,  and  is  not  a  proper  place 
to  work  with  those  forms  of  contagion  which  are  dangerous  to  hu- 
man health.  For  this  reason  we  have  been  unable  to  supply  these 
wants,  and  we  have  also  been  unable  to  investigate  other  similar 
diseases  of  animals,  such  as  tuberculosis,  glanders,  and  actinomy* 
oosis,  which  are  also  dangerous  to  human  health. 

There  is  consequently  urgent  need  of  a  laboratory  for  this  clafis  of 
work.  There  is  very  much  that  should  be  done  for  the  elucidation  of 
questions  connected  with  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  such  dis- 
eases, which  can  not  be  undertaken  until  proper  laboratory  facili' 
ties  are  furnished.  The  need  for  such  a  laboratory  is  becoming  more 
apparent  every  year,  as  numerous  demands  are  made  upon  the  De- 
partment to  investigate  diseases  and  to  furnish  such  means  as  may  be 
possible  for  their  prevention. 

With  the  establishment  of  experiment  stations  in  the  different 
States  there  is  a  demand  for  persons  qualified  to  make  investigations 
of  the  diseases  of  animals,  in  particular  the  contagious  diseases.  At 
present  the  facilities  for  instruction  in  this  country  are  very  limited, 
and  everyone  finds  before  undertaking  such  work  that  it  is  necessary 
to  spend  considerable  time  studying  in  the  laboratories  of  Europe 
before  they  feel  competent  to  accept  such  a  position.  If  a  suitable 
laboratory  was  established  at  this  Dejiartment  the  educational  feat- 
ure might  be  made  one  of  very  great  importjiuco,  and  persons  might 
spend  a  sufficient  time  working  in  it  to  acquire  the  methods  used  in 
this  class  of  investigations,  and  in  that  way  avoid  the  exi)enses  inci- 
dent to  a  visit  to  Europe.  There  are  many  now  engaged  in  the  ex- 
perimental work  in  the  stations  of  the  various  States  who  would  be 
glad  to  devote  a  few  weeks  each  year  to  such  laboratory  practice, 
and  it  would  undoubtedly  be  of  much  value  to  them  in  the  work 
which  they  are  required  to  do.  Probably  offering  such  facilities 
would  do  more  than  almost  any  other  measure  that  could  be  devised 
to  advanco  the  condition  of  veterinary  sanitary  science  in  this 
country. 
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The  quarantine  of  imported  cattle,  still  administered  by  this 
Bureau^  has  been  in  successful  operation  during  the  year.  Increased 
precautions  have  been  adopted  to  prevent  the  introdution  of  conta- 
gious diseases,  and  it  is  believed  that  there  is  no  longer  any  danger 
of  this  in  connection  with  the  animals  which  pass  through  the  quar-  . 
antine  stations.  Since  the  quarantine  has  been  operated  under  the 
direction  of  this  Department  the  introduction^of  the  diseases  usually 
classed  as  contagious  has  been  entirely  prevented. 

DIVISION   OF  ENTOMOLOGY. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  bi^siest  in  the  bistpry  of  this 
division,  although  n6  ojie  preponderating  investig€i.tion  has  been 
cao^ried  on.     The  main  work  has  been  as  follows; 

Additional  investigations  have  been  niade  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Fluted  Scale  or  Cottony  Cushion-scale  of  California,  and  particularly 
in  the  direction  of  remedies,  and  the  gas  treatment  has  been  devel- 
oped tQ  a  practical  outcome  by  an  agent  stationed  at  Los  Angeles. 
Through  the  assistance  of  Mr.  F.  S.  Crawford,  of  Adelaide,  South 
Awtralia,  an  Australian  parasite  of  this  destructive  pest  has  been 
introduced,  though  it  is  as  yet  too  early  to  say  with  what  practical 
results.  The  Department  was  prevented  by  a  clause  in  the  appro- 
priation bill  from  sending  an  agent  to  Australia  for  the  purpose  of 
gathering  further  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  Australian 
parasites  of  this  insect,  but,  fortunately,  the  State  Department  has 
been  able,  through  the  Melbourne  E^fpositjon  fund,  to  assist  us  in  this 
direction,  and  an  agent  of  the  division  sailed  in  August  with  instruc- 
tions to  make  a  most  carefiU  exploration  of  the  proper  localities,  to 
collect  all  the  information  possible,  and  to  make  arrangements  for 
•and  to  superintend  the  shipping  of  live  parasites  to  San  Francisco. 
Up  to  the  present  time  he  has  met  with  most  gratifying  success. 
By  careful  search  he  soon  collected  over  10,000  fluted  scales,  fully 
50  per  cent,  of  which  contained  living  parasites,  and  forwarded  them 
by  steamer  as  i  first  shipment.  This  installment  arrived  in  Liob 
Angeles  in  November,  the  scales  were  colonized  upon  or^ge  trees, 
and  up  to  the  latest  writing  over  on&  hundred  living  parasites  had 
emerged.     Thus  the  experiment  promises  every  success. 

The  entomologist  has  not  considered  himself  quite  ready  to  pub- 
lish the  result  of  the  Hop  Louse  investigation  which,  in  my  last  re- 
port, I  announced  had  been  practically  finished  last  season.  A  few 
additional  observations  were  considered  necessary  in  order  to  render 
his  report  perfect,  and  these  have  been  made  the  present  season,  and 
the  report  as  a  whole  will  doubtless  be  published  in  my  complete  re- 
port for  1888.  No  investigation  has  ever  been  undertaken  by  the 
division  that  has  been  brought  to  a  more  satisfactory  conclusion  than 
tins  one. 

The  great  damage  done  to  peaches  and  many  of  the  crops  in 
Florida  and  Georgia  by  the  work  of  certain  root-infesting  Nematode 
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worms  of  the  family  AnguillilidsB  has  been  very  marked  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years;  and  as  no  other  division  of  the  Department 
seemed  better  fitted  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  investigation,  the  en- 
tomologist has  undertaken  it,  and  a  report  is  now  ready  for  publica- 
tion. 

The  ravages  of  the  Cotton  and  Boll  worm  upon  the  tomato  crop 
in  certain  portiohs  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  formed  the  subject  of 
a  special  petition  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  State  societies  to  this  De- 
partment, and  the  investigation  of  this  subject  has  also  been  carried 
on  during  the  season  by  this  division. 

The  ravages  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Locust  or  Western  Grasshop- 
per in  Minnesota  were  early  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Department, 
but  inasmuch  as  an  assistant  from  the  division  of  entomology  had 
just  been  appointed  to  a  State  position  at  the  experiment  station 
at  Saint  Anthony's  Park  it  was  not  considered  necessary  for  the  De- 
partment to  interfere  with  his  work,  especially  as  the  State  authori- 
ties were  exceptionally  energetic  in  their  endeavors  to  suppress  the 
plague.  An  agent  of  the  division,  however,  who  has  for  many  years 
paid  special  attention  to  this  pest  and  the  group  of  insects  to  which 
it  belongs,  was  sent  on  a  trip  through  the  Northwest  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  exact  conditipn  of  affairs  and  in  order  to  enable  us  to 
predict  for  the  coming  season.  The  conclusions  which  the  entomol- 
ogist has  hitherto  drawn  from  similar  observations  have  been  uni- 
formly justified  by  subsequent  experience,  and  as  a  result  of  this 
year's  investigations  he  considers  the  outlook  for  the  coming  year  to 
be  most  favorable.  ' 

In  addition  to  the  above,  further  investigations  have  been  made 
upon  the  Buffalo  Gnat  in  the  Southwest ;  upon  insects  injurious  to 
cereal  crops  ;  upon  insects  injurious  to  live-stock  in  general ;  and  the 
work  upon  the  bibliography  of  economic  entomology  has  been  con- 
tinued. 

The  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  insects  ha^  been  exception- 
ally large,  and  over  three  thousand  five  hundred  letters  have  been  re- 
ceived a©d  answered.  The  majority  of  these  letters  are  accompanied 
by  specimens,  and  the  mounting  and  rearing  of  these  specimens  and 
the  care  and  labor  of  making  accurate  notes  of  their  habits  is  very 
great. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  specific  appropriation  it  has  been  necessary 
to  discontinue  the  apicultural  experiment  station.  This  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, as  the  station  has  done  good  work  and  as  it  accomplished 
results  of  considerable  benefit  to  this  extensive  and  growing  industry. 
The  division  stands  ready  to  resume  this  work  at  any  time  when 
Congress  shall  make  appropriation  for  it. 

The  publications  of  the  division  during  the  year  have  been  more 
than  ever  called  for,  and  represent  a  large  variety  of  subjects  intrusted 
to  this  important  division. 
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The  necessity  for  some  speedy  and  regular  means  of  publication 
in  which  might  be  printed  notes,  reports  of  the  progress  of  inves- 
tigations, and  short  articles  upon  entomological  subjects  which 
are  either  too  limited  in  scope  or  too  disconnected  to  be  used  in  the 
annual  report  or  in  the  special  bulletins  of  the  division,  originated 
a  periodical  bulletin,  six  numbers  of  which  have  been  published,  and 
the  character  of  the  numbers  and  favorable  comments  of  the  agri- 
cultural press,  by  farmers,  and  by  workers  in  agricultural  entomology 
have  borne  out  the  prophecy  of  the  entomologist  in  the  introductory 
number  to  the  effect  that  so  far  as  the  interests  of  economic  entomol- 
ogy are  concerned  we  have  instituted  so  far  no  reform  that  will  be 
productive  of  more  general  good  or  will  give  more  general  Satisfac- 
tion. The  numbers  up  to  the  present  time  have  consisted  of  two 
signatures  each  and  have  been  plentifully  illustrated,  a  prominent 
feature  being  extracts  from  the  correspondence  of  the  division  with 
farmers  and  others  on  the  subject  of  injurious  insects. 

0 

sil;k. 

For  the  past  five  years  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been 
carrying  on  a  series  of  experiments  with  a  view  of  testing  the  feasi- 
bility of  profitable  silk  reeling  in  this  country,  thus  promoting,  if 
successful,  a  market  for  American  grown  cocoons.  For  two  years 
these  experiments  were  !nade  at  three  different  points,  namely,  San 
Francisco,  New  Orleans,  and  Philadelphia,  with  a  view  of  estab- 
lishing filatures  at  those  places.  The  result  of  having  such  experi- 
ments conducted  at  remote  points  was  not  encouraging,  as  has  been 
heretofore  shown  in  the  reports  of  this  Department.  Some  three 
years  ago  there  seemed  to  be  a  prospect  of  overcoming  many  of  the 
*  difficulties  which  had  been  encountered  in  the  earlier  attempts, 
through  the  use  of  the  Serrell  automatic  silk-reeling  machinery. 
Congress  authorized  me  to  establish  a  silk  filature  in  immediate  con- 
nection with  the  Department  at  Washington,  where  it  could  be 
directly  superintended  by  the  entomologist  and  Mr.  Philip  Walker. 
This  gave  the  Department  an  opportunity  to  thoroughly  test  the 
merits  of  the  machinery  referred  to. 

At  the  time  these  later  experiments  were  inaugurated  I  felt  that 
two  years'  experimentation  would  enable  me  to  definitely  determine 
whether,  with  this  improved  machinery,  the  matter  of  labor  could 
be  sufficiently  economized  and  minimized  to  make  sUk  reeling  prof- 
itable in  the  United  States.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  which  usually 
arises  of  adjusting  foreign-built  machinery  to  our  methods,  of 
teaching  labor  to  work  in  an  entirely  new  field,  so  far  as  this  country 
is  concerned,  of  explaining  to  the  thousands  of  cocoon  growers  from 
whom  the  Department  purchased  cocoons  the  precise  necessities  of 
the  business  in  order  to  secure  the  best  results,  and  of  many  and 
various  vicissitudes  and  contingencies  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
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refer  to  in  detail,  the  results  of  these  two  years  of  experiments  were 
not  satisfactory  when  considered  from  a  commercial  point  of  view. 
At  this  time  the  Department  was  informed  of  certain  improvements 
then  being  perfected  in  the  Serrell  machine  which  again  seemed  to 
promise  well,  and  to  meet  some  of  the  difficulties  which  we  had  en- 
countered, and  in  order  to  enable  the  Department  to  test  the  improved 
machine,  Congress  again  provided  the  requisite  authority  and  money 
for  a  continuation  of  these  experiments.  With  these  I  have  intro- 
duced the  improvements  alluded  to  and  in  conjunction  therewith 
have  established  certain  choking  stations  at  different  points  in  the 
West,  or  in  the  centers  of  silk  culture,  where  the  cocoons  purchased 
by  the  Department  might  be  more  intelligently  handled  and  choked 
before  their  shipment  to  the  Department. 

Pending  the  investigations  under  these  new  conditions,  >the  De- 
pdrrtment  was  authorized  by  Congress  to  make  an  exhibit  at  the  late 
Cincinnati  Exposition.  The  Department  determined  to  transfer  a 
portion  of  this  machinery  to  Cincinnati  to  be  tRere  put  in  daily  op- 
eration as  a  part  of  the  Department's  exhibit,  fully  cognizant  that 
such  a  step  would  materially  interfere  with  the  profitable  results  of 
the  year's  work,  which  had  already  been  jeopardized  by  the  late- 
ness of  the  season  when  the  appropriation  became  available;  but 
aware  also  that  the  Exposition  would  be  visited  by  thousands  of 
those  who  either  do  or  can  raise  cocoons,  aild  that  there  they  might 
witness  the  operations  of  the  machinery  and  through  this  illustra- 
tion as  well  as  personal  explanation  learn  those  requirements  which 
would  be  mutually  beneficial.  Owing  to  this  fact  and  to  the  further 
fact  thf^t  the  improvements  referred  to  have  not  fully  met  the  diffi- 
culties which  we  have  encountered,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  this  young 
industry  to  measure  its  probable  future  by  what  we  have  accomp- 
lished this  year.  We  have  devised  certain  improvements  oufselves, 
and  are  now  engaged  in  their  development  and  trial.  And  I  have 
asked  for  a  further  appropriation  in  order  to  determine  whether  the 
improvements  made  by  the  inventor,  those  made  by  ourselves,  and 
those  at  present  in  the  stage  of  conception  here  and  elsewhere  are  to 
affect  the  main  object  of  this  experiment,  and  whether  it  is  likely 
f  rotn  the  results  achieved,  and  with  the  necessary  encouragement,  the 
United  States  is  to  add  the  silk  industry  to  its  other  resources  and 
enter  the  markets  in  competition  with  the  silk-growing  sections  of 
the  Old  World. 

DIVISION  OV  OlIEMIStftY. 

The  investigations  of  the  division  of  chemistry  during  the  past 
year  have  continued  in  the  general  lines  indicated  in  my  last  report 
Extensive  analyses  have  been  made  of  the  sorghum  plant  at  Rio 
Grande,  N.  J.,  Kenner,  La.,  Conway  Springs,  Douglass,  and  Sterling, 
Kans.    The  object  of  these  investigations  has  been  twofold:  First* 
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to  sfecute  ftn  accurate  idea  of  the  constitution  of  sorghum  cane  in 
respect  of  its  properties  for  sugar  making;  and,  second,  to  develop 
the  cane  in  the  direction  of  improvement  by  seed  selection  and  other* 
means.  Tliese  investigations  have  now  been  completed  and  edited, 
and  are  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  will  appear  as  Bulletin  No* 
!80  of  the  chemical  division. 

Adulteration  of  foods* — The  work  in  the  adulteration  of  foods  hfts 
b^en  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  continuing  of  the  investiga- 
tiotis  of  baking  powders,  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate,  and  of  lard.  The 
investigations  of  this  last  product  have  been  very  extensive  and  the 
woi*k  is  now  colnpleted  and  will  shortly  appear  as  Part  4  of  Bulletin 
No;  18. 

In  addition  to  the  above  general  fines  of  investigation  a  large 
amount  of  miscellaneous  work  has  been  done,  the  gi'eater  part  of 
which  has  been  in  the  line  marked  out  by  the  Association  of  Official 
Agricultural  Chemists  for  the  determination  of  the  various  constitu- 
ents in  dairy  products,  cattle  foods,  and  commercial  fertilizers.  The 
Work  of  the  Department  in  the  above  line  has  been  published  as  Bul- 
letin No.  19  of  the  chemical  division. 

The  necessity  for  more  commodious  and  healthful  quarters  for  the 
chemi^s  of  the  Department  increases  each  year,  and  an  efeirly  pro- 
vision should  be  tnade  for  a  laboratory  especially  constructed  for 
this  kind  of  investigation. 

EXPERIMENtS  IN  THE  MANUFACTURE   GIT  SUGAR. 

The  gteat  drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  country  on  account  of 
our  expenditures  fot  stigar  has  long  directed  the  attention  of  eoo- 
tioltiic  agriculture  to  the  possibility  of  producing  at  hotne  all  or  a 
greater  part  of  the  sugar  consumed.  The  necessity  for  this  would 
not  be  so  great  did  we  procure  our  sugar  from  countries  taking  all 
equal  value  of  our  own  products  ;  but  this,  unfortunately,  is  not  the 
caae.  The  gteater  part  of  our  sugar  comes  from  Cuba  and  the  adjacient 
islands,  and  the  balance  of  trade  is  overwhelmingly  in  their  favor. 
The  money  which  we  pay  for  sugar,  and  which  will  soon  reach 
1100,000,000  atinually,  is  takeh  from  our  wealth,  and  we  receive  for 
it  no  adequate  retilrn.  Even  the  machinery  with  which  the  sugar 
1\re  eat  is  tnade  is  supplied  only  in  small  part  by  American  manu- 
facttirers.  The  ponderous  mills  used  in  the  tropical  islands  for 
crushing  the  cane  and  the  systems  of  evaporating  apparatus  are 
chiefly  built  in  England  and  France — countries  which  rely  nearly  ex- 
clusively on  the  sugar-beet  to  supply  them  with  sweets.  This  con- 
dition of  affairs  is  worthy  of  grave  consideration,  and  no  greater 
service  could  be  rendered  the  agricultt^raland  other  industries  of  our 
country  than  by  the  establishment  of  an  Indigenous  sugar  industry. 

The  wisdom  of  foreign  nations  has  been  shown  in  similar  direc- 
tions by  the  development  of  the  beet-sugar  industry.    The  sugar- 
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beet  a  few  years  ago  was  a  plant  not  notably  rich  in  sugar  and  afford- 
ing a  juice  which  was  little  amenable  to  treatment.  Under  the  foster- 
ing care  of  the  French  and  German  Governments,  h. :»wever,  the  sugar- 
beet  has  become  a  plant  but  little  inferior  to  the  sugar-cane  of  the 
tropics  as  a  producer  of  sugar.  With  the  aid  of  State  experiment 
stations  and  the  help  of  State  schools  of  instruction  the  production 
of  beet-sugar  has  become  a  scientific  procedure,  reflecting  alike 
credit  on  the  governments  which  have  fostered  the  industry  and  the 
men  who  have  devoted  their  labor  and  ability  to  its  development. 

In  the  United  States  the  area  which  can  possibly  be  devoted  to  the 
production  of  sugar  cane  is  a  limited  one.  Smafll  portions  of  Florida, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas  only  can  hope  to  compete  with  the  tropics  ii^ 
the  production  of  cane  sugar.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  by  the 
adoption  of  the  processes  introduced  by  the  Department  and  the 
spread  of  a  more  scientific  agriculture  the  quantity  of  cane  sugar 
produced  can  be  vastly  increased.  Since  the  Department  first  insti- 
tuted a  regular  chemical  control  of  a  sugar  factory  in  Louisiana  the 
production  of  cane  richer  in  sugar  has  been  secured,  the  method  of 
manufacture  rendered  more  effective  and  economical,  and  the  inter- 
est of  the  planters  enlisted  in  securing  a  more  scientific  method  of 
manufacture.  Not  the  least  important  result  of  the  work  of  the  De- 
partment in  this  direction  has  been  the  establishment  of  a  State 
sugar  experiment  station  in  Louisiana,  ^he  result  of  the  interest  in 
scientific  sugar-making  awakened  by  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  afforded  by  the  maple  forests  of  our  country 
is  neqessarily  limited,  and  it  can  not  be  considered  as  an  important 
factor  in  the  sugar  problem  from  a  commercial  view.  Doubtless  the 
quantity  of  the  product  can  be  greatly  increased,  but  the  increase  at 
best  can  be  but  slow.  Maple  sugar  will  continue  to  be  valuable  for 
its  quality  rather  than  quantity. 

There  are  many  parts  of  our  country  which  are  well  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  the  sugar-beet,  and  we  may  hope  to  see  in  the  near  future 
a  very  considerable  development  of  the  industry.  Already  on  the 
Pacific  coast  beet  sugar  has  been  made  successfully  for  several  years, 
and  an  additional  impetus  has  recently  been  given  to  the  industry 
by  a  gentleman  of  well-known  energy  and  great  wealth.  Not  only 
in  California,  but  also  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory  are 
found  extensive  localities  where  a  beet  rich  in  sugar  can  be  grown. 
On  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  northern  Indiana,  southern 
and  western  Michigan,  northern  Ohio,  and  New  York  also  present 
soil  and  climate  favorable  to  the  culture  of  the  sugar-beet.  It  is  not 
a  vain  hope,  therefore,  which  leads  us  to  expect  a  considerable  devel- 
opment of  this  valuable  industry  within  the  next  few  years. 

One  of  the  most  promising  sources  of  sugar,  however,  for  home 
consumption,  is  found  in  the  sorghum  plant.  For  many  years  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  given  much  attention  to  the  investi- 
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gation  of  the  sugar-producing  qualities  of  the  sorghum.  These  in- 
vestigations have  been  both  of  a  scientific  and  technical  nature. 
Many  of  them  have  resulted  in  most  discouraging  results;  either  the 
poor  quality  of  the  cane  or  the  defective  character  of  the  machinery 
prevented  the  successful  manufacture  of  sugar  on  an  economical  ba- 
sis. A  few  years  ago,  when  the  old  process  of  extracting  the  juice 
by  pressing  between  rollers  was  still  in  vogue,  the  sorghum-sugar 
industry  was  in  a  moribund  condition.  A  great  deal' of  private  cap- 
ital had  been  invested  in  manufacturing  enterprises,  and  these  invest- 
ments all  proved  disastrous. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture,  however,  was  determined  to  save 
this  industry  if  possible,  and,  with  this  idea  in  view,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  make  a  study  of  the  process  of  diffusion  as  applied  to  the 
extraction  of  saccharine  juices  from  sorghum  cane.  This  process 
differs  essentially  from  the  old  milling  process.  In  diffusion,  the 
canes  are  cut  into  fine  pieces  (the  finer  the  better)  and  subjected,  in 
closed  vessels,  to  successive  charges  of  hot  water.  By  this  proc- 
ess— ^for  the  details  of  which  the  bulletins  of  the  Department,  of  the 
division  of  chemistry,  can  be  consulted — the  sugar  of  the  cane  is 
almost  completely  extracted  in  a  condition  favorable  to  epuration 
and  condensation.  During  the  past  four  years  the  Department  has 
labored  steadily,  often  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  to 
perfect  this  process. 

The  first  year's  work  during  my  incumbency  of  oflSce  was  produc- 
tive of  two  valuable  results.  The  fiinst  of  these  was  to  show  that  the 
method  of  cutting  the  cane  first  employed  was  wholly  impracticable. 
The  second  proved  that  the  style  of  diffusion  battery  employed  for 
the  sugar-beet  was  inapplicable  to  sorghum  cane.  This  result  could 
only  have  been  learned  by  actual  trial,  and  it  was  a  fortunate  thing 
that  so  costly  an  experience  should  have  been  secured  at  public  ex- 
pense rather  than  at  the  financial  ruin  of  private  individuals,  with 
its  discouraging  teffects  upon  the  industry  at  large.  The  second 
year's  trial  resulted  in  a  complete  removal  of  the  mechanical  diffi- 
culties which  had  been  encountered  in  the  operation  of  the  diffusion 
battery.  The  improvement,  however,  in  the  cutting  apparatus  was 
not  sufficiently  great  to  secure  successful  operation  of  that  part  of 
the  machinery. 

At  this  juncture  the  ingenuity  of  a  gentleman  not  connected  with 
the  Department  at  that  time  helped  us  out  of  our  difficulty,  and  the 
machinery  and  apparatus  devised  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Hughes,  of  Rio 
Grande,  N.  J.,  and  at  once  adopted  by  the  Department,  has,  with 
some  slight  modifications,  proved*  completely  successful  in  cutting 
and  cleaning  the  sorghum  cane  and  fitting  it  for  the  diffusion  bat- 
tery. The  difficulties  which  the  agents  of  .the  Department  have  in- 
curred in  this  work  can  scarcely  be  appreciated  by  those  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  experiments.     Every  problem  con- 
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nected  with  the  successful  conduct  of  the  Work  had  to  be  fepproached 
along  unknown  lines  of  observation,  and  as  a  consequence  failure 
more  often  attended  the  results  of  the  Work  than  success.  Not  only 
was  it  necessary  to  contend  with  these  cheUiical  and  niechanlcal  diffi- 
culties, but  also  the  impatience  of  those  who  were  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  work,  which  was  often  manifested  in  such  a  Way  as  to 
positively  hinder  the  progress  thetein. 

Attempts  Were  also  made  at  this  time  to  introduce  the  pl*ocess  of 
diffusion  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  sugar-cane.  Guided 
by  the  experience  obtained  in  the  study  of  the  sorghum  pl-oblem,  the 
expferitnents  in  the  Application  of  diffusion  to  sugar-cane  proved 
speedily  successful.  During  the  season  of  1887  the  Department  suc- 
ceeded in  manufacturing,  on  a  commercial  scale,  ds  high  as  230 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  c^ne,  a  quantity  which  seems  altnoftt 
marvelous  when  compared  With  the  average  results  obtained  by  mill- 
ing in  Louisiana.  As  a  result  of  this  experiment  two  large  l)lanta- 
tions  in  the  South,  one  in  Louisiana  and  one  in  Texas,  have  intro- 
duced the  diffusion  system  to  the  exclusion  of  the  mill.  The  increase 
in  the  output  of  sugar  is  so  great,  as  compared  With  the  additional 
expense  of  evaporation,  as  to  indicate  a  speedy  displacement,  tht-ough- 
oUt  the  entil*e  sugar  region  of  the  South,  of  tbe  old  process  by  the  neW; 

Not  the  least  important  of  the  points  determined  by  the  investiga- 
tions of  the  Department  during  the  last  few  years  is  the  limitation 
of  the  region  in  which  it  appeal's  that  sorghum  can  be  grown  as  a 
ftugar-producing  plant.  In  the  eariier  investigations  made  in  this 
line  it  was  announced  that  sotghum  could  be  successfully  groWn  as  a 
sugar-producing  plant  in  any  locality  Which  would  ptodUce  maize. 
It  is  true  that  sorghum  will  grow  and  mature  in  nearly  all  localities 
In  which  Indian  com  will  ripen.  The  past  teseatches  of  the  Depal*t- 
ment,  however,  have  emphasized  the  fact  that  not  only  the  growth 
of  the  plant  biit  the  time  requited  for  its  economical  manufacture 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  In  localities  subject  to  severe  and 
early  frosts  the  season  for  the  manufacture  oi  sorghum  sugar  is  so 
limited  in  extent  as  to  make  the  successful  manufacture  of  sugar  al- 
most if  not  quite  impossible.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  sorghiim- 
sugar  factories  should  be  established  only  in  those  portions  of  the 
country  where  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  no  severe  freeze  will  oc- 
cur before  the  1st  of  November. 

Another  imporiant  point  in  regard  to  the  sorghum-sUgar  industry 
is  found  in  the  fact  that  sorghum  appears  to  flourish  in  regions  too 
hot  and  dry  for  the  successful  production  of  maize.  The  Westelii 
and  southern  portic^ns  of  Kansas  seem  to  be  peculiarly  well-adapted 
to  the  growth  of  sorghum,  and  it  will  doubtless  proVe  true  that 
throughout  the  Indian  Territory,  portions  of  Texas,  and  in  many 
other  localities  in  the  United  States  similar  suitable  soil  and  climatic 
conditions  will  be  found. 
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The  area  of  land  necessary  to  produce  the  whole  of  the  sugar  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States  will  probably  not  exceed  four  or  live 
million  acres.  It  is  therefore  seen  that  those  localities  which  are 
most  favorable  to  the  production  of  sugar  should  be  selected  for  this 
purpose.  Important  points  in  the  production  of  sorghum  for  sugar 
have  been  developed  by  the  experience  of  the  past  season  in  south- 
western Kansas.  At  Douglass  and  Conway  Springs,  where  the  l>e 
partment  had  experiment  stations,  the  hot,  dry  weather  of  July  and 
August  cut  short  the  crop  of  Indian  corn,  in  some  localities  producing 
aimost  a  complete  failure  thereof.  The  sorghum  crop,  however, 
grew  and  flourished  throughout  this  dry  season  and  the  yeild  was  a 
fair  average.  The  importance  of  this  fact  to  the  semi-arid  regions  in 
the  localities  I  have  mentioiied  can  not  well  be  overestimated. 

The  easy  variability  of  the  sorghum  plant  is  also  a  point  which 
hag  received  A  great  deal  of  attention  in  the  investigations  carried 
on  by  the  Department.  The  fact  that  sorghUm  often  shows  a  sugar- 
producing  quality  almost  equal  to  that  of  sugar-cane  has  been  pointed 
out  in  our  oflBcial  bulletins.  Its  tendency  also  to  yield  a  product 
uMt  for  Sugar-making  has  been  equally  the  subject  of  study.  All 
the  principles  of  scientific  agriculture  go  to  show  that  in  a  plant  of 
wide  variations  it  is  possible  to  secure  and  transmit  the  good  quali- 
ties of  the  plant  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  a  variety  which  will 
retain,  under  proper  conditions,  the  very  best  qualities  of  the  natui«fel 
variations.  This  being  the  case  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  as 
has  so  often  been  pointed  out  in  the  bulletins  of  the  Department, 
that  it  is  possible  to  develop  a  variety  or  varieties  of  sorghum 
which  will  tend  to  show  a  maximum  content  of  crystallizable  sugar 
and  a  minilnum  content  of  substances  not  sugar  in  the  juice*  It 
was  in  the  line  of  such  investigation  that  the  experitnent  station 
at  Sterling  was  established  during  the  last  season,  where  most  valu- 
able work  was  done  in  determining  the  very  points  just  mentioned. 

The  further  investigation  of  the  problem  of  the  production  of  our 
own  stigar  it  seems  to  me  should  be  continued  in  the  following  di- 
rections :  thirst,  the  establishment  of  a  special  experiment  station  in 
a  suitable  locality  for  the  further  study  of  the  variations  in  the 
sorghum  plant  with  a  view  to  the  perpetuity  of  those  qualities  which 
tend  to  produce  a  plant  best  suited  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar. 
Such  a  station,  in  .order  to  secure  proper  results,  should  be  estab- 
lished for  a  term  of  years,  so  that  the  problem  might  be  subjected  to 
a  thorough  investigation. 

Second.  In  order  to  avoid  financial  disasters  in  the  conduct  of  the 
business  a  school  should  be  established  in  which  instruction  could  be 
given  in  the  proper  method  of  raising  and  manufacturing  sorghum, 
sugar-cane,  and  the  sugar-beet.  This  combined  scientific  and  tech- 
nical instruction  would  prepare  a  large  number  of  persons  for  tak- 
ing charge  of  sugar  factories  and  operating  them  scientifically  and 
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ecouomically.  The  danger  of  undertaking  such  a  business  as  the 
manufacture  of  sugar  without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  condi- 
tions which  underlie  it  has  been  illustrated  a  suflScient  number  of 
times  in  this  country  by  the  financial  ruin  of  those  who  have  put 
their  money  into  sugar  factories.  It  is  believed  that  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  could  not  do  a  more  valuable  work  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  sugar  industry  than  in  preparing  suitable  persons  for  the 
work  indicated. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the  sugar 
factory  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  using  largely  the  machinery  erected  by 
the  Department,  has  succeeded  in  manufacturing  sugar  from  sor- 
ghum at  a  profit.  During  the  past  manufacturing  season,  at  the 
request  of  the  manager  of  the  Fort  Scott  factory,  I  have  permitted 
them  to  use  the  machinery  belonging  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture livithout  cost.  This  machinei  y  consists  of  a  diffusion  battery 
and  a  large  number  of  pumps,  engines,  centrifugal  machines,  and 
other  apparatus.  I  sincerely  regret  that,  being  accorded  the  usa:  of 
this  machinery  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Department,  they  should  have 
refused  to  make  known  for  the  public  benefit  the  practical  results  of 
their  work.  This  action  shows  that  it  would  be  much  better  for 
public  interests  if  all  experiments  conducted  by  the  Department 
could  be  made  wholly  independent  of  any  connection  with*  private 
capital.  If  sugar  can  be  manufactured  profitably  in  this  case  it  can 
be  in  every  other  where  proper  machinery  is  employed  and  skilled 
labor  used. 

I  have  made  this  brief  review  of  the  condition  of  *he  sugar  prob- 
lem with  the  hope  of  securing  a  still  greater  prosperity  for  the  sugar 
industry  of  the  United  States  with  the  ultimate  object  of  producing 
at  home  all  the  sugar  which  we  consume. 

ADULTERATED  FOOD. 

On  assuming  the  duties  of  my  oflSce  I  was  impressed  with  the  ex- 
tent of  food  adulteration  and  the  injury  worked  thereby  to  the  agri- 
culturists of  the  country.  In  order  to  determine  the  nature  of  adul- 
terations used  in  food  and  the  best  methods  of  detecting  them  the 
chemist  of  the  Department  was  directed  to  a  make  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  this  subject.  The  results  of  these  investigations  will 
be  published  as  Bulletin  13  of  the  chemical  division,  three  parts  of 
which  have  already  been  issued  from  the  press  and  the  remainder  of 
which  is  in  an  advanced  state  of  preparation. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  investigations  of  the  Department  have 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  adulterations  practiced  are,  for  the  greater 
part,  innocent  in  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  consumer.  The  sole 
object  of  adulteration  seems  to  be  to  afford  a  cheaper  article  of  food 
under  the  form  and  name  of  the  genuine  article.     The  fraud  is  there- 
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fore  one  of  a  financial  nature,  and  happily  few  cases  have  been  discov- 
ered of  admixtures  with  food  of  substances  deleterious  to  health. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  character  of  adulteration  I  may  cite  the 
case  of  lard.  Lard  is  certain  parts  of  the  fat  of  the  hog  separated 
by  means  of  heat  from  the  other  tissues  of  the  animal  and  purified 
by  allowing  to  stand  in  a  melted  state  until  all  sedentary  matter  has 
gathered  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank.  Under  the  head  of  '^  refined 
lard,"  however,  there  is  found  in  commerce  a  large  quantity  of  a  sub- 
stance sold  as  lard  which  is  a  mixture  of  pure  lard  with  stearine  and 
cotton  oil  in  vg^rying  proportions.  As  far  as  our  observations  have 
extended  this  mixture  known  as  refined  lard  is  equally  as  digestible 
and  wholesome  as  the  pure  article.  It  can  also  occupy  with  success 
the  place  of  lard  in  many  culinary  operations.  The  cotton  oil,  how- 
ever, being  much  cheaper  than  pure  lard,  enables  this  product  to  be 
placed  upon  the  market  at  a  cost  much  less  than  that  of  pure  lard. 
The  only  objection  to  its  use,.theref  ore,  that  can  be  urged  is  that  it  is 
sold  under  a  wrong  name  and  for  an  article  which  it  is  not. 

I  call  see  no  possible  objection  to  the  manufacture  of  a  mixed  lard 
or  compound  lard,  the  components  of  which  are  well  known  to  the 
purchasers,  who  are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  composition 
of  the  article  which  they  are  buying.  There  is  no  doubt,  however, 
that  many  persons  who  have  purchased  the  so-called  refined  lards  of 
commerce  have  done  so  with  the  understanding  that  they  were  ordi- 
nary lards  which  had  been  subjected  to  a  process  of  refinement.  It 
seems  but  just  that  the  producers  of  pure  lard  should  be  protected 
from  a  competition  of  this  kind.  The  investigations  of  the  Depart- 
ment have  shown  the  character  of  these  adulterations  and  have  es- 
tablished safe  and  certain  methods  for  their  detection. 

Other  subjects  investigated  have  been  butter  and  milk,  fermented 
drinks,  spices  and  condiments,  baking  powders,  sugar,  honey,  and 
molasses,  and  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate.  In  many  of  these  sub- 
stances extensive  adulterations  have  been  found,  and  in  a  sliprt  time 
the  results  of  the  work  will  be  laid  before  the  public.  I  need  hardly 
emphasize  again  the  importance  of  such  work  as  this  to  the  farming 
interests  of  the  country  and  the  diflBculty  of  securing  a  proper  con- 
duct of  it  outside  of  the  national  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
character  of  the  investigations  requires  painstaking  and  laborious 
laboratory  work,  which  is  of  such  an  extensive  nature  as  to  be 
almost  excluded  from  the  work  of  the  State  experiment  stations. 
It  is  work  of  this  kind  which  seems  to  be  the  special  province  of  in- 
vestigations carried  on  by  the  Department. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS. 

The  statistical  division  of  the  Department  has  been  subjected  to 
extraordinary  demands  during  the  past  year.  The  ordinary  work  of 
collecting,  collating,  and  recording  the  oflScial  and  other  facts  of  agri- 
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culture  transpiring  in  America  and  throughout  the  world  has  been 
actively  continued.  The  demands  of  associatiouB  and  individuals 
for  co-ordinated  data  illustrating  the  world's  progress  in  agriculture 
ha»^been  constant  and  eager.  The  work  of  writing  the  crop  history 
of  the  year  as  it  is  made  by  the  activity  of  farmers  and  the  changes 
of  the  seasons,  thus  forecasting  intelligently  the  production  that  is 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  such  part  of 
'*the  world"  as  may  need  whatever  surplus  is  at  hand/  has  been 
pushed  with  promptness  and  public  appreciation. 

An  exception  as  to  appreciation  may  be  noted  in  the  case  of  a  class 
of  speculators  who  deprecate  any  action  by  the  Government  which 
shall  serve  to  protect  farmers  against  their  selfish  schemes.  The 
great  body  of  middlemen,  however,  a  necessary  and  useful  class  for 
the  economical  distribution  of  the  products  of  the  farm,  are  in  full 
accord  with  the  producers  and  consumers,  the  masses  of  the  people, 
in  desiring  the  most  accurate  and  reliable  information  that  can  be  ob- 
tained. It  is  gratifying  that  this  branch  of  the  service  enjoys  so 
fully  the  public  confidence,  at  home  and  abroad,  for  reliability,  ac- 
curacy, and  promptness  in  crop  reporting. 

The  year  1888  has  been  one  of  medium  agricultural  production. 
The  com  crop  had  extraordinary  promise  imtil  the  time  of  earing, 
when  it  was  injured  somewhat  upon  the  Atlantic  coast  by  heavy 
storms  of  rain,  and  slightly  from  the  same  cause  in  the  central  belt 
of  States.  There  was  destruction  by  frost  only. on  the  northern 
border.  The  result  is  a  crop  of  between  26  and  37  bushels  per  acte, 
slightly  above  a  medium  yield,  and  not  surpassed  in  quality  in  the 
last  eight  years.  •  The  aggregate  will  fall  little  short  of  2,000,000,000 
bushels,  and  give  a  supply  of  32  bushels  per  capita.  Much  of  it 
is  deficient  in  quality,  especially  the  late  planted,  and  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  early  frosts.  The  feeding  value  of  corn  is  greatly  depre- 
ciated. 

Wheat,  the  cereal  next  to  corn  in  importance,  has  been  the  subject 
of  much  apprehension.  Injury  to  winter  wheat  threatened  a  marked 
reduction  of  the  yield.  A  slow  improvement  occurred,  and  later  de- 
velopment gave  a  greater  weight  of  grain  than  the  previous  appear- 
ance of  the  plant  had  indicated.  Spring  wheat,  on  the  contrary, 
started  vigorously,  giving  a  promise  which  was  blighted  by  the 
meteorological  vicissitudes  of  the  later  season.  The  result  was  a 
nearly  average  yield  of  winter  wheat  and  a  small  yield  of  the  spring 
variety,  promising  a  final  record  not  much  exceeding  400,000,000 
bushels  of  an  average  quality,  reducing  the  effective  product  some- 
what below  that  figure. 

A  large  area  in  oats,  with  a  moderate  yield,  assures  a  crop  of  un- 
usual size,  which  has  so  varied  uses  that  its  market  value  is  always 
relatively  sustained,  although  used  exclusively  for  domestic  con- 
sumption.   Other  gi-ains  are  in  moderate  supply.    A  crop  of  potatoes 
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of  unusual  magnitude,  nearly  60  per  cent,  larger  than  that  of  liarst 
year,  has  been  harvested. 

The  cotton  area  haa  been  slightly  increased.  The  crop  is  later  in 
development  than  that  of  1887,  and  the  ultimate  yield  is  not  likely 
to  be  as  large  as  that  of  last  year,  which  produced  7,000,000  bales, 
yet  it  promises  a  sufficiently  near  approximation  to  supplement  amply 
the  cotton  supply  of  the  world  for  the  coming  year. 

The  supply  of  pasturage  and  hay  has  been  ample  in  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  country,  few  localities  baving  suffeied  from  drought  in 
the  growing  season.  The  pasturage  of  the  ranges  in  the  great  pub- 
lic land  areas  has  been  comparatively  good,  though  severely  injured 
by  overcrowding  of  immense  herds  in  the  recent  years  of  speculation 
in  range  cattle.  The  reduction  of  carrying  capacity  of  these  public 
pastures  is  a  serious  temporary  loss  to  meat  production,  and  possibly 
a  permanent  impairment  of  the  resources  of  the  range.  The  indica- 
tions all  point  to  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  size  of  these  herds,  and 
possibly  the  ultimate  extinction  of  the  free-range  system. 

The  Statistician  is  engaged  in  the  initiation  of  valuable  work  in 
illustrating  by  graphic  methods  the  local  distribution  of  crop  pro- 
duction, and  the  rapid  increase  in  its  volume.  A  small  statistical 
album  will  illustrate  some  of  the  prominent  f eatui'es  of  the  work  of 
the  division,  and  larger  maps  and  charts  will  show  the  advance  in 
production  and  its  relative  local  volume.  There  has  been  a  constant 
demand  for  such  aids  in  the  study  of  agricultural  statistics,  by  in- 
stitutions of  learning,  public  lecturers,  and  others,  which  could  not 
be  supplied  from  available  resources  until  a  small  appropriation  for 
a  beginning  in  graphic  illustration  could  be  made.  The  variety  and 
volume  of  our  production,  and  its  phenomenal  increase  in  limited 
periods  of  time,  emphasize  the  utility  and  indeed  the  necessity  of 
s^ich  aids.  It  is  hoped  and  confidently  expected  that  much  may  be 
wisely  accomplished  in  this  direction  in  the  immediate  future* 

BOTANICAL  DIVISION. 

The  work  of  the  Botanical  Division  has  been  prosecuted  satisfac- 
torily during  the  past  year. 

The  spirit  of  inquiry  among  farmers  and  agriculturists  is  increas- 
ing. It  is  felt  that  in  a  country  with  such  great  variations  of  climate 
there  must  be  a  corresponding  variety  in  the  plants  which  are  adapted 
to  successful  cultivation  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Thisj  is 
particularly  the  case  with  reference  to  grasses  and  forage  plants. 
Information  respecting  these  is  being  constantly  sought,  and  to  an- 
swer these  inquiries  is  one  of  the  main  features  of  our  work.  For 
this  purpose  careful  investigations  are  being  made  as  to  our  native 
productions  that  we  may  understand  our  own  resources,  and  inqui- 
ries are  also  made  as  to  any  additional  benefits  we  may  obtain  from 
the  introduction  of  foreign  grasses  ^nd  forage  plantsi 
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Changes  and  improvements  in  this  direction  are  necessarily  of  slow 
growth,  and  the  resnlt  of  careful  and  protracted  experiments.  The 
great  majority  of  cultivators  are  not  so  circumstanced  as  to  devote 
the  time  and  expense  needed  for  such  experiments,  and  hence  arises 
the  necessity  of  Government  aid  in  this  direction.  I  have  previously 
advocated  the  establishment  of  stations  for  experimentation  as  to 
new  grasses  and  forage  plants,  especially  in  the  arid  portions  of  the 
country.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the  fact  that  a  beginning  has 
been  made  in  this  work.  Among  the  recent  appropriations  to  this 
Department  was  a  moderate  sum  for  the  establishing  of  such  sta- 
tions.      , 

It  was  determined  that  ©ne  of  these  stations  should  be  located 
west  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian.  After  a  careful  investiga- 
tion a  site  was  selected  at  Garden  City,  in  southwestern  Kansas, 
where  a  public-spirited  citizen  gave  a  free  lease  to  the  Government, 
for  five  years,  of  160  acres  of  land  on  the  high. prairie  2  miles 
north  of  the  city.  This  is  so  located  that  irrigation  can  be  employed 
on  such  portions  of  the  land  as  may  be  desirable.  The  object  of 
the  station  is  to  make  experiments  with  all  kinds  of  grasses  and 
forage  plants  which  give  promise  of  utility  and  of  adaptation  to 
the  climatic  conditions  of  the  arid  plains,  and  furnish  a  substitute  for 
the  scanty  pasturage  now  existing.  In  order  to  secure  the  perma- 
nent settlement  of  this  portion  of  the  country  it  is  highly  important 
to  ascertain  what  can  be  depended  upon  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
dry  uplands  where  irrigation  can  not  be  applied.  It  is  a  question 
affecting  the  interests  of  thousands  of  settlers,  and  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic interest  generally. 

I  appointed  Prof.  J.  A.  Sewall,  of  Denver,  as  superintendent  of 
the  station,  and,  although  late  in  the  season,  work  was  begun  at  once. 
Eighty  acres  were  substantially  fenced  with  barbed  wire,  15  acres 
were  plowed  and  prepared  for  seeding,  a  seed-house  was  erected,  a 
portion  was  planted  with  sods  of  several  kinds  of  grasses,  an  invoice 
of  seeds  has  been  procured  from  France,  and  a  quantity  of  seeds  of 
native  grasses  has  been  obtained  in  readiness  for  use  at  the  proper 
time  in  the  spring.  The  progress  of  those  experiments  will  be  watched 
with  great  interest,  but  definite  results  can  not  be  expected  without 
the  allowance  of  a  considerable  period  of  time. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  tinistees  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Agricultural  College  to  prosecute  a  course  of  experiments 
and  trials  with  reference  to  the  discovery  of  the  best  grasses  for  the 
climatic  conditions  of  the  South.  These  experiments  will  be  com- 
menced immediately,  and  be  continued,  it  is  hoped,  imtil  definite 
and  satisfactory  results  are  obtained. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  also  that  a  more  liberal  appropriation  was 
granted  for  the  improvement  of  the  herbarium,  and  for  acquiring  a 
better  acquaintance  with  the  vegetation  of  the  country,  particularly 
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in  new  and  Kttle-known  regions.  It  is  very  important,  both  from  a 
practical  and  scientific  point  of  view,  that  here  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment means  should  be  available  for  obtaining  full  information 
respecting  the  productions  and  resources  of  the  country. 

It  is  certain  that  our  numerous  agricultural  colleges  will  have 
many  occasions  to  seek  such  information,  and  our  ability  to  be  help- 
ful to  them  in  this  and  other  directions  is  the  legitimate  function  of 
this  division  of  the  Department.  I  have  to  recommend,  therefore, 
that  liberal  appropriations  for  the  work  of  the  division  be  continued. 

SECTION  OF  VEGETABLE  PATHOLOGY.  * 

During  the  past  year  the  duties  of  this  section  have  been  prose- 
cuted with  vigor ;  the  correspondence  has  been  steadily  increased, 
and  this,  together  with  the  regular  routine' office  work,  has  consumed 
a  large  part  of  the  time  of  the  divisional  force.  Early  in  the  season 
a  report  on  the  experiments  made  in  1887  on  the  treatment  of  downy 
mildew  and  black-rot  of  the  grape  vine  was  published,  and  the  de- 
mand for  this  publication  fully  attests  the  interest  felt  in  this  inves- 
tigation by  those  whom  the  work  was  intended  to  benefit. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  section  has  published  a  circular 
on  fungicides,  or  remedies  for  plant  diseq^ses,  and  a  report  setting 
forth  the  history  and  progress  of  black-rot  of  the  grape  in  America. 
The  circular  was  prepared  chiefly  for  the  use  of  directors  of  agricult- 
ural experiment  stations,  and  to  answer  the  queries  of  many  cor- 
respondents. 

Papers  on  apple-scab,  bitter-rot  of  apples,  strawberry-leaf  blight, 
beet  rust,  cotton- leaf  blight,  anthracnose  of  the  bean,  anthracnose  of 
the  raspberry,  leaf -spot  disease  of  the  catalpa,  black-spot  on  rose 
leaves,  rose  rust,  powdery  mildew  of  1J;ie  gooseberry,  smut  and  rust 
of  Indian  com,  etc.,  have  been  published  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
section  for  1888.  A  report  on  the  potato  blight  and  rot  has  been  - 
prepared  and  is  ready  for  publication.  Material  is  now  being  col- 
lected for  a  report  on  the  powdery  mildews  of  the  United  States,  and 
a  second  and  enlarged  edition  of  Bulletin  No.  2  on  fungus  diseases 
of  the  vine. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  an  agent  has  been  at  Vork 
in  Montana  collecting  specimens  of  the  economic  fungi  of  that  re- 
gion. In  this  work  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  fungi 
of  grasses,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  distributing  these 
among  the  various  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations. 

Throughout  the  season  experiments  in  the  treatment  of  mildew  and 
black-rot  have  been  conducted  by  special  agents  located  in  New  Jer- 
sey, Virginia,  Missouri,  and  Texas,  and  the  material  these  have  fur- 
nished will  form  the  basis  of  a  report  soon  to  be  published. 

Successful  treatment  ofhlacJc-rot  of  grapes. — The  experiments  made 
under  my  directions  at  Vineland,  N.  J.,  and  elsewhere  during  the 
AG  88 3 
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season  have  clearly  deinonstiate<l  that  black-rot — ^the  scourge  of  the 
vineyardist — may  be  pi:e vente<l  by  tln^^  proper  ai)plication  of  Bordeaiu^ 
mixture  or  other  preparations  of  sulphate  of  copper. 

While  the  effi<*^acy  of'  those  reme<iies  can  no  longer  be  doubted,  it 
miLst  be  borne  in  mind  that  to  successfully  combat,  this  disease  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  thoroughly  understand  the  habits  of  the 
fungus  which  is  the  direct  cause  of  it.  Every  grape-grower,  there- 
fore, should  first  familiarize  himself  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
fungus  lives  from  year  to  year,  how  it  gains  access  to  the  tissues  of 
the  leaves  and  fruit,  and,  once  therein,  produces  rot.  A  course  of 
treatment  for  this  malady,  which  will  be  economical,  practical,  and 
efficacious,  will  be  definitely  indicated  in  a  report  now  in  prepara- 
tion. 

It  is  gratifying  to  announce  that  the  importation  of  French  spray- 
ing pumps  and  bellows  for  applying  the  various  preparations  of  sul- 
phate of  copper  has  led  to  such  a  demand  for  these  appliances,  that 
a  number  of  similar  machines  have  been  constructed  here  and  are 
now  on  the  market.  Several  of  tliase  are  described  in  the  report  on 
the  treatment  of  grape  diseJises,  to  which  we  have  already  referred. 

As  the  work  of  the  section  progresses  the  necessity  for  extended 
field  observations  and  experiments  becomes  more  and  more  evident. 
It  is  true  that  laboratory  investigations  must  be  carried  on,  but  in 
addition  work  in  the  field  is  absolutely  necessary  to  insure  practical 
results.  A  station  located  where  a  large  number  of  economic  plants 
could  be  cultivated,  and  in  a  region  favorable  to  the  development  of 
fungous  diseases,  would  be  of  untold  value  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
section's  work.  Here  the  work,  which  must  now  be  intrusted  en- 
tirely to  special  agenis,  located  at  various  places  and  often  depending 
entirely  on  written  directions*  could  bo  carried  on  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  an  experienced  and  competent  director,  and  we  could 
confidently  expect  that  the  practical  results  would  be  threefold  what 
they  are  at  present. 

Such  a  station  is  almost  an  absolute  necessity  for  making  inocula- 
tions and  for  experimenting  on  the  value  and  time  for  applying 
fungicides.  For  the  past  two  years  the  money  and  energy  of  the 
section  have  been  especially  devoted  to  experimenting  on  the  fungi 
affecting  the  grape,  but  requests  are  coming  from  farmers  and  gar- 
deners all  over  the  Union  that  we  investigate  the  causas  of,  and  try 
the  effects  of  fungicides  upon,  other  diseases.  The  root-rot  and  scab 
of  the  orange,  i^e  rust  and  bitter-rot  of  apples,  the  spot  disease  of 
the  pear  and  quince,  the  strawberry  rust  and  cotton  blight,  are  but  a 
few  of  the  many  diseases  which  are  causing  immense  losses  yearly 
to  the  farming  ccmimunity,  and  justly  claim  our  attention.  To  reach 
definite  results  in  all  those  diseases  through  the  work  of  special  agents 
alone  will  require  an  unntn-ossary  outlay  of  time  and  money.  More- 
over, but  few  of  the  State  experiment  stations  are  at  work  in  this 
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line,  and  it  seems  to  devolve  npon  this  Departmmt  to  establish 
thorough  and -effective  work  in  this  most  important  neld. 

Peach  "  Yellows" — An  investigation  of  this  obscure  and  destruc- 
tive malady  was  begun  in  July,  1887,  by  an  agent  of  the  section  and 
has  been  prosecuted  continually  to  date. 

Very  thorough  examinations  have  been  made  in  the  orchards  of 
Michigan,  Maryland,  and  Delaware,  and  the  orchards  in  some  other 
States  have  been  visited  for  special  purposes.  The  results  of  these 
investigations  have  been  embodied  in  a  special  report  which  is  now 
ready  for  the  printer.  The  disease  is  more  widespread  and  destruc- 
tive than  was  supposed,  and  is  gradually  extending  the  area  of  its ' 
influence.  Hundreds  of  orchards  on  the  Atlantic  coast  are  being 
destroyed,  and  the  entire  industry  of  peach-growing  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Peninsula  bids  fair  to  be  swept 
away  if  the  cause  of  the  disease  can  not  be  discovered  and  some 
means  devised  for  keeping  it  in  check. 

An  exhaustive  microscopic  and  physiological  study  of  the  roots, 
trunks,  branches,  leaves,  and  fruit  of  both  healthy  and  diseased 
trees,  designed  to  throw  light  upon  the  natui'e  of  the  malady,  is  now 
under  way,  and  authority  and  means  are  i*equested  to  continue  these 
and  other  investigations. 

DIVISION  OF  GARDEK8   AND  GROUNBfl. 

The  work  of  this  division  consists  largely  in  the  care  and  keeping 
of  the  reservation  imder  the  control  of  the  Department.  This  reser- 
vation contains  upwards  of  35  acres,  every  foot  of  which  requires 
cultivation  or  care,  except  such  portions  as  are  occupied  by  build- 
ings. The  ornamentation  of  the  grounds  requires  the  yearly  propa- 
gation of  over  20,000  plants  of  various  kinds.  Merely  ornamental 
plants  are  not  propagated  for  genejral  distribution,  but  only  those 
which  promise  to  be  of  economic,  industrial,  or  commercial  value. 
Of  this  latter  class  of  plants  there  is  a  yearly  average  of  90,000  prop- 
.agated,  culivated;  prepared,  and  mailed  to  various  sections  of  the 
United  States. 

Particular  attention  is,  at  the  present  time,  being  given  to  the  in- 
troduction and  propagation  of  the  best  varieties  of  the  European 
olive.  The  cultivation  of  olive  trees  and  the  manufacture  of  their 
products  have  become  industries  of  considerable  importance  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  it  is  fairly  presumed  that  equal  success  will  fol- 
low the  introduction  of  this  plant  in  the  Southern  States,  where  cli- 
matic conditions  are  favorable  to  its  growth. 

The  demand  for  semi-tropical  and  tropical  plants  of  economic 
value  for  the  most  southern  regions  of  the  States  is  constantly  in- 
creasing ;  these  demands  are  recognized  and  met,  as  far  as  practicable; 
but  applications  for  seeds  and  plants  of  strictly  tropical  species  are 
not  encouraged,  from  the  fact  that  the  limits  of  their  profitable  cult- 
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ure  are  so  restricted,  that  no  results  of  commercial  importance  ccua 
be  hoped  from  their  introduction  ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  duly  recog- 
nized that  carefully-conducted  experimental  tests  are  necessary  to 
truly  demonstrate  the  adaptability  or  otherwise  of  plants  to  climates 
or  locations  other  than  those  of  their  native  habitats,  so  that  prac- 
tical tests  continue  to  be  made  with  plants  whose  prospective  value 
warrants  this  experimentation, 

I 

DIVISION  OF  ECONOMIC  ORNITHOLOGY  AND   MAMMALOGT. 

.  The  work  of  this  division  during  the  past  year  has  been  confined 
in  the  main  to  the  collection  and  elaboration  of  material  relating  to 
the  investigations  mentioned  in  my  last  report. 

A  year  ago  two  bulletins  were  ready  for  the  printer,  one  on  the 
English  Sparrow,  the  other  on  Bitd  Migration  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  The  latter  work  has  been  issued  in  the  form  of  a  compact 
octavo  volume  of  313  pages,  accompanied  with  a  hypsometric  map 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  showing  the  positions  of  the  observation 
stations.  The  manuscript  of  the  bulletin  on  the  English  Sparrow 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  Printer,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  bulletin  will  appear  at  an  early  date. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  last  preliminary  report  a  carefully 
conducted  series*  of  experiments  in  poisoning  noxious  birds  was 
made  by  one  of  the  assistant  ornithologists,  and  the  results  were  incor- 
porated in  the  annual  report  of  the  division  for  1887.  In  the  same  re- 
port appeared  the  results  of  a  critical  examination  of  the  stomachs  of 
more  than  one  thousand  hawks  and  owls,  tabulated  by  the  same  assist- 
ant. The  work  in  this  direction  has  been  continued  during  the  past 
year,  and  another  assistant  has  spent  much  time  in  the  examination 
of  the  stomachs  of  crows.  The  results  of  all  these  examinations, 
together  with  copious  ijotes  on  the  food-habits  of  the  species  con- 
cerned, will  appear  in  two  .special  bulletins  already  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  preparation. 

In  undertaking  to  identify  the  stomach  contents  of  fruit-eating  and 
seed-eating  birds  it  became  evident  at  once  that  no  substantial  prog- 
ress could  be  made  without  a  reference  collection  of  seeds,  berries, 
and  the  pits  of  fruits.  Such  a  carpological  collection  does  not  exist 
either  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  or  the  U.  S.  National  Mu- 
seum;-therefore  it  has  been  necessary  for  members  of  the  division 
to  collect  this  indispensable  material  in  order  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
identifying  the  stomach  contents  of  crows,  blackbirds,  and  many 
other  species. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  arranging  for  publication 
the  large  amount  of  material  in  hand  relating  to  the  depredations  of 
blackbirds,  but  this  work,  as  well  as  that  relating  to  the  rice-bird  or 
bobolink,  is  held  back  temporarily  for  lack  of  sufficient  competent 
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field  observation  and  experiment  to  complete  the  investigations  and 
determine  the  economic  status  of  the  species. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  feature  of  the  work  of  the  year  has 
been  the  collection  and  arrangement  of  material  for  one  or  more 
bulletins  on  the  Pocket  Gophers  and  Ground  Squirrels  of  the  Unit^ed 
States — a  work  of  surpassing  importance  to  the  agriculturists  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  western  two-thirds 
of  the  continent,  though  the  magnitude  of  the  losses  occasioned  by 
these  animals  and  the  imperative  demand  for  a  remedy  are  almost 
unknown  and  entirely  unappreciated  in  the  Eastern  States.  During 
the  past  summer  an  energetic  field  agent  has  devoted  much  time  to 
this  work  in  Nebraska,  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  Utah;  and  the  or- 
nithologist of  the  Department  visited  parts  of  Montana,  Washington 
Territory,  Oregon,  and  California  in  order  to  study  personally  the 
different  phases  of  the  problem  there  presented,  as  well  as  the  reme- 
dial measures  employed  by  the  farmers  of  the  region. 

The  attempt  to  remedy  the  gopher  evil  by  the  award  of  bounties 
has  proved  as  useless  as  in  the  case  of  the  rabbit  plague  and  spar- 
row scourge;  and  the  persistency  with  which  this  method  is  resorted 
to  shows  the  necessity  for  a  compilation  of  bounty  laws  and  their 
results,  at  least  in  the  United  States.  Such  a  compilation  was  begun 
two  years  ago  in  connection  with  the  sparrow  investigation,  and  has 
been  continued  since,  the  scope  of  the  work  being  enlarged  to  cover 
all  legislation  directly  affecting  undomesticated  birds  and  mammals. 

The  importation  of  exotic  species  was  spoken  of  in  my  annual  re- 
port for  1886.  During  the  past  year  the  division  has  collected  con- 
siderable information  relating  to  this  subject,  particularly  to  the 
colonization  of  Asiatic  pheasants  in  the  Pacific  coast  region.  This 
information  will  appear  in  the  report  of  the  division  for  1888. 

The  subject  of  the  geographical  distribution  and  migration  of  birds 
and  mammals  has  received  some  attention  during  the  year,  but  not  a 
tithe  of  the  consideration  that  its  importance  demands.  The  large 
and  steadily  increasing  influx  of  material  bearing  on  this  and  other 
subjects  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the  division  renders  it  impossible 
to  give  due  consideration  to  any  one  branch  of  investigation  without 
neglecting  others. 

Scores  of  thousands  of  small  birds  are  killed  each  year  by  striking 
the  light-houses  along  the  coasts  and  lakes  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  the  keepers  of  these  lights  are  requested  to  transmit  to 
this  division  full  accounts  of  the  phenomena  accompanying  such 
catastrophes,  together  with  specimens  (heads  and  wings)  of  the  birds 
killed.  The  material  thus  contributed  is  sufficient  in  itself  to  require 
the  services  of  an  assistant  during  the  entire  year,  and  when  to  this 
is  added  the  equally  valuable  reports  of  many  hundred  voluntary 
inland  observers  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  it  will 
be  seen  that  little  can  be  accomplished  with  the  present  force  of  the 
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division,  now  almost  exclusively  occupied  in  the  more  purely  eco- 
nomic phases  of  the  work. 

A  not  unimportant  incidental  feature  of  the  routine  work  of  the 
division  consists  in  the  identification  of  si)ecimen8 .  of  birds  and 
mammals  sent  to  the  Department  for  this  purpose.  The  number  of 
specimens  thus  sent  exceeded  a  thousand  during  the  past  year  and 
is  constantly  increasing.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  great 
good  is  done  by  thus  diffusing  among  the  people  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  birds  and  mammals  with  which  they  are  surrounded. 

The  literature  of  economic  ornithology  and  mammalogy  is  both 
voluminous  and  scattered,  and  a  competent  person  might  profitably 
spend  his  entire  time  in  collecting  titles  and  references  which  would 
make  this  literature  available. 

Meanwhile  general  interest  in  the  practical  work  of  the  division 
increases,  and  a  very  large  item  of  oflSce  work  is  that  which  relates 
to  the  regular  correspondence  of  the  day.  Upwards  of  two  thousand 
six  hundred  letters  have  been  written  during  the  year,  in  addition 
to  several  thousand  circular  lettei's  which  have  been  sent  out,  and 
this  is  but  one  of  several  items  which  unite  to  give  the  routine  office 
work  of  the  division  an  importance  disproportionate  to  its  working 
force. 

SBBa>  DIVISION. 

The  work  required  in  the  management  of  the  seed  division  is  be- 
coming more  diversified  and  exacting  than  in  former  years.  The 
questions  referred  to  the  division  for  answer,  either  in  full  or  in  brief, 
seem  to  keep  pace  with  the  ever-increasing  number  of  letters  em- 
bodying not  only  the  results  of  experience  with  seeds  received  by 
the  writers,  but  on  other  matters  that -seem  to  be  more  closely  allied 
to  the  work  of  the  seed  division  than  to  that  of  any  other. 

The  gradually  increasing  number  of  reports  received  involves  much 
additional  labor  to  collate  experiences,  condense  and  classify  them, 
with  the  view  of  getting  as  much  practical  information  in  as  limited 
a  space  as  possible.  The  work  of  securing  reports  from  practical 
farmers,  and  their  hearty  co-operation,  is  becoming  each  season  an 
easier  task.  This  is  to  be  accounted  for  largely  on  the  ground  that 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the^eed  sent  out  has  been  measurably  increased 
since  the  practice  of  testing  their  germinating  qualities  has  become 
an  important  and  indispensable  part  of  the  regular  work  of  the 
division. 

The  requirements  of  the  organic  law  creating  the  Depai-tment  of 
Agi-iculture  are,  "  that  it  shall  acquire  and  diffuse  among  the  people 
of  the  United  States  useful  information  on  subjects  connected  with 
agriculture,  and  procure,  propagate,  and  distribute  among  the  ])eo- 
ple  new  and  valuable  seeds  and  plants,"  and  that  the  purchase  and 
distribution  of  seed  shall  be  confined  to  such  seeds  as  are  **  rare  and 
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uncommon  to  the  country,"  or  *'  such  as  can  be  made  more  profit- 
able by  frequent  changes  from  one  part  of  our  country  to  another/' 
Undoubtedly  the  primary  object  of  the  seed  distribution  is  to  give 
increased  value  to  production,  to  ascertain  the  best  geographical  dis- 
tribution of  varieties,  and  to  more  rapidly  introduce  these  into 
localities  to  which  they  are  best  adapted.  A  gratifymg  degree  of 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  efforts  to  comply  with  the  spirit  of 
this  law. 

The  method  of  testing  the  germinating  qualities  of  seeds  before 
pifcyment  is  made  for  them  has  been  continued,  and  is  found  indis- 
pensable as  a  means  of  protecting  the  Department  from  sending  out 
worthless  and  inferior  seeds. 

Nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
nation  than  the  wide  dissemination  of  imperfect  seed,  and  that 
which  is  untme  to  name,  either  by  professional  seedsmen  or  by  the 
Agricultural  Department. 

The  Department  seeds  are  now  mainly  distributed  through  the 
following  channels:  First,  to  constituents  of  members  of  Congress; 
second,  to  regular  statistical  correspondents;  third,  to  experiment 
stations  and  agricultural  societies;  fourth,  to  experiment  farmers; 
and,  fifth,  to  miscellaneous  applicants.  In  all  cases,  so  far  as  it  is 
X>ofisibley  such  seeds  are  selected  and  sent  out  as  are  known  to  be 
Buited  to  the  respective  localities. 

It  has  been  made  a  rule  of  the  division  to  send  only  such  varieties 
of  seeds  as  are  asked  for  by  those  who  desire  them  for  experimental 
parposes,  and  are  willing  to  make  such  reports  as  will  enable  the 
diviaion  to  determine  with  considerable  accuracy  their  value  in  the 
•peciat  localities  where  they  may  have  been  distributetl. 

At  no  time  in  the  recent  history  of  the  Department  have  there 
been  so  many  inquiries  for  seeds,  especially  forage  and  grass  seeds, 
aa  have  been  referred  to  the  division  during  the  past  yeai*.  These 
inquiries  have  arisen  from  a  pressing  need  for  such  varieties  as  will 
thrive  where  the  native  grasses  have  failed,  or  where,  from  lack  of 
moisture  during  the  summer  months,  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to 
raise  the  ordinary  grasses  or  forage  plants.  The  effort  made  by  the 
division  to  secure  and  distribute  these  seeds  has  been  measurably 
successful,  judging  from  the  number  of  very  satisfactory  reports 
that  are  constantly  being  received.  The  producing  of  Florida-grown 
Teosinte  seed,  raised  from  seed  sent  out  by  the  Department  the  pre- 
vious year,  has  proved  to  be  a  stei>  in*  the  right  direction. 

The  methods  of  distribution  have  been  materially  modified  both  in 
the  increased  number  of  varieties  sent  to  constituents  of  members  of 
Congress  and  in  the  manner  of  sending  them,  not  only  materially 
lessening  the  amount  of  clerical  work  required  to  address  the  seed 
packages,  but  by  using  sealed  instead  of  tied  packages,  greater,  ex- 
emption from  loss  is  secured  while  the  seeds  are  in  transit  to  their 
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point  of  destination.  The  system  of  lettering  alphabetically  the  dif- 
ferent varieties  of  grain,  grasses,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  forage  plants, 
adopted  in  August,  1885,  whereby  the  varieties  best  adapted  to  special 
localities  are  designated  for  the  guidance  of  the  mailing  clerk,  has 
proved  to  be  of  great  value  in  complying  with  the  existing  law  rela- 
tive to  the  proper  distribution  of  seeds. 

The  system  of  apportioning  the  seeds  has  been  perfected  during 
the  year  by  which  members  of  Congress  in  Florida,  southern  Cali- 
fornia, or  other  sections  lying  in  the  same  isothermal  belt,  receive 
only  such  seeds  as  are  adapted  to  the  climate,  while  members  in  the 
northern  belt,  instead  of  getting  the  same  seed,  receive  its  equiva- 
lent in  varieties  only  adapted  to  a  northern  climate. 

If  the  operations  of  the  division  are  to  be  continued,  then  its  most 
manifest  and  urgent  need,  in  order  that  its  influence  for  the  promo- 
tion of  advanced  agriculture  may  be  enhanced  and  its  fullest  value 
realized,  is  that  of  suitable  experiment  grounds,  where  imported  or 
contributed  seeds,  or  presumably  new  varieties,  can  be  tested,  and 
their  identity  or  their  proper  nomenclature  established,  so  that  it 
may  be  definitely  ascertained  whether  they  are  worthy  of  further 
propagation  and  distribution. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  improvements  that  have  been  introduced, 
however,  the  Commissioner  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  experiment 
stations  of  the  various  States  could  carry  on  the  work  of  testing 
and  distributing  seeds  with  more  advantage  to  the  agriculturists  of 
the  country  than  can  possibly  be  effected  .by  the  seed  division  of  this 
Department.  The  director  of  each  station  knows,  or  should  know, 
the  wants  of  each  State  and  Territory.  He  is  familiar  with  its 
climate  and  soil  and  knows  what  products  it  is  adapted  to  raise.  He 
is  better  qualified  to  judge  of  the  class  of  seeds  needed  in  his  sec- 
tion than  any  one  can  be  who  is  stationed  at  the  capital  of  the 
nation.  Hence  I  renew  my  recommendation  of  last  year  to  so 
change  the  law  as  to  transfer  the  distribution  of  seeds  to  the  experi- 
ment stations  of  the  various  States  and  Territories. 

FORESTRY  DIVISION. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  there  is  hardly  any  division  in  the  Depart- 
ment the  work  of  which  is  more  capable  of  expansion  than  the  one 
charged  with  the  forestry  interests  of  the  country. 

For  some  ten  years  now  it  has  become  a  matter  of  routine  report 
to  call  attention  to  the  needs  of  this  part  of  our  resources;  to  the  im- 
portance of  our  forest  areas  in  their  natural  and  climatic  aspect;  to 
the  necessity  of  forest  management  and  forest  planting.  It  seems 
that  we  are  slow  to  respond  to  the  warnings  and  admonitions  and 
the  signs  of  danger,  because  the  danger  is  not  immediate,  and  there- 
fore is  difficult  to  realize.    Yet  our  neglect  in  paying  proper  atten- 
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tion  to  this  subject  now  will  certainly  be  felt  by  onr  nation  in  later 
years,  as  a  similar  neglect  has  been  felt  by  other  nations. 

Having  arrived  at  a  stage  where  the  natural  wood  crop  in  certain 
directions  shows  signs  of  exhaustion,  the  mere  question  of  material 
supply  becomes  of  national  importance.  The  basis  for  an  industry, 
such  as  that  of  lumber  production  and  of  wood- working  establish- 
ments, which  consumes  an  annual  raw  product  the  value  of  which 
may  safely  be  placed  at  over  one  billion  dollars,  is  certainly  worthy 
of  vigorous  efforts  to  maintain  in  continuity.  Still  more  is  the  in- 
terest of  the  community  bound  up  in  the  forestry  problem,  where 
the  forest  by  its  position  assumes  similar  functions,  and  ought  to 
receive  the  same  consideration  from  the  community  as  those  species 
of  proi)erty  which,  like  air,  water,  roads,  etc.,  are  administered  with 
a  view  to  common  welfare.  For  whatever  the  theories,  opinions, 
and  beliefs  of  scientific  authorities  may  be  as  to  the  futility  of  for- 
est climatic  influences,  our  farmers  have  felt  them,  as  well  as  those 
in  other  parts  of  the  globe.  We  may  consider  the  influence  of  for- 
est areas  upon  the  distribution  of  waterflow  and  upon  climatic  con- 
ditions as  well  established  beyond  dispute  as  is  their  material  value. 

While  we  have  gained  a  general  idea  of  these  facts,  we  are  lacking 
sufficient  data  to  estimate  the  position  which  the  remaining  natural 
forest  crops  and  forest  areas  in  our  country  maintain  with  regard  to 
our  requirements.  Investigations  in  this  direction  would  properly 
have  formed  the  work  of  the  division  in  its  earlier  stages,  in  order 
to  create  a  basis  for  further  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Yet  the  multifarious  directions  into  which  the  activity  of  the  divis- 
ion was  called,  and  insufficient  funds  have  hitherto  prevented  such 
systematic  work. 

With  the  recognition  of  the  restrictions  which  are  imposed  upon 
it  by  the  limited  appropriation  at  my  command  for  this  line  of  re- 
search, the  work  of  the  division  is  gradually  assuming  definite  shape 
in  such  scientific  investigations  as  may  eventually  serve  for  a  rational 
basis  of  practical  forest  management;  abandoning,  for  the  present, 
work  in  many  directions  that  it  would  be  desirable  and  profitable 
to  prosecute,  if  expansion  and  limitation  were  dictated  by  proper 
economy. 

The  demand  for  diflEerent  and  more  extended  work  on  the  part  of 
the  division  will  be  in  vain  until  the  means  for*  such  work  are 
granted.  Practical  work  might  be  considered  the  protection  and 
proper  administration  of  our  Government  timber  lands,  the  value 
and  superlative  importance  of  which  still  remain  to  be  considered 
by  Congress.  The  planting  to  forest  of  military  reservations  in 
tho  Western  plains  would  not  only  be  a  proper  and  practical  dispo- 
sition of  this  national  property,  and  would  render  it  more  valuable, 
but  at  the  same  time  would  serve  as  a  school  to  the  settlers  in  those 
regions  as  experimental  grounds  in  forestry,  and,  besides^  open 
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another  useful  and  practical  field  of  activity  for  the  division  by 
furnishing  plant  material  for  distribution. 

Distribution  of  plant  material,  which  other  nations  practice  with 
the  mo^  desirable  residts,  and  which,  under  a  well  elaborated  plan 
devised  by  the  division  last  year,  promis€Ml  to  be  a  valuable  part  of  the 
work  of  the  division,  had  to  be  abandoned  this  year  entirely  because 
tlie  sending  of  small  packages  of  seed,  to  which  a  small  part  of  the 
appropriation  might  have  been  devoted,  could  hardly  be  considei'ed 
of  prac^tical  value  as  an  encouragement  to  forestry. 

Our  need  in  forestry  is  not,  as  it  is  in  agriculture,  to  introduce 
new  kinds  so  much  as  it  is  to  furnish  in  sufficient  quantity  and 
quality  material  of  well  proved  species  to  our  pioneers  in  the  treeless 
sections  of  the  country. 

Experimentation  in  forestry,  such  as  might  be  carried  on  in  con- 
nection with  the  planting  of  large  areas  as  proposed,  and  which 
could  be  made  of  great  service  to  the  forest  planters  of  the  West,  is 
also  precluded  by  the  deficiency  of  working  funds. 

While  the  need  and  value  of  reliable  knowledge  in  regard  to 
forest  supplies,  forest  consumption,  and  forest  renewal  is  not  to  be 
underestimated,  statistical  inquiries  have  for  the  most  part  been 
abandoned  by  the  division,  because  the  partial  returns  which  alone 
can  result  from  the  methods  of  collecting  statistics  at  the  disposition 
of  the  division  can  not  bring  us  any  nearer  to  positive  knowledge 
beyond  the  general  fact  that  our  forest  supplies  are  being  decimated 
by  fire  and  ax  at  a  rate  exceeding  tliat  of  natural  reproduction, 
which  we  have  known  for  some  time. 

A  valuable  report  on  the  Forest  Conditions  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ain Region  has  been  issued  during  the  year  as  Bulletin  No.  5i,  It 
gains  special  importance  from  the  fact  that  most  of  the  timber  land 
belonging  to  the  National  Government  is  located  in  that  region,  and 
that  the  need  and  methods  of  reform  in  its  disposal  and  manage- 
ment are  presented  in  the  report  with  rational  argument  and  in  an 
unequivocal  manner. 

The  annual  report  of  the  forestry  division  was  issued  as  a  sepa- 
rate publication  on  account  of  its  special  interest.  It  has  received 
the  highest  commendation  in  this  country  and  abroad,  and  contains 
much  information  in  regard  to  the  art  of  forestry  whiith  must  be 
welcome  to  the  forest  planter.  It  also  bears  testimony  to  the  propo- 
sition that  devotion  to  the  scientific  investigations  upon  which  the 
practice  is  to  be  built  may  be  considered  the  proper  limitation  of  the 
sphere  of  a  forestry  division  without  forests  and  without  adequate 
funds. 

The  investigations  which  liave  principally  occupied  the  division  this 
year  lie  in  two  directions — biological  studies,  which  will  allow  us  to 
judge  of  the  different  methods  by  which  the  crop  of  various  timbers 
should  be  grown,  and  technological  investigations,  which  will  ac- 
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quaint  us  with  the  nature  of  the  crop  and  the  conditions  which  in- 
fluence its  quality. 

These  latter  investigations,  which  have  ah*eady  yielded  interesting 
results,  are  perhaps  among  the  more  fruitful ;  and  it  is  strange  that 
their  close  relation  to  forestry  and  their  pertinency  should  have  been 
overlooked. 

The  properties  upon  which  the  use  of  wood  in  the  arts  is  based 
should  be  well  known  to  the  forest-grower  if  he  wishes  to  produce  a 
crop  of  given  quality  useful  for  definite  purposes.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  our  ignorance  in  this  direction  is  most  astonishing  and  has 
been  fruitful  in  fostermg  a  wasteful  use  of  our  natural  forest,  while 
the  same  ignorance  misleads  even  the  forest-planter  of  to-day  in 
choosing  the  timber  he  plants  and  the.locality  to  which  he  adapts  it. 

As  u^ual,  a  considerable  missionary  work  has  fallen  to  the  divis- 
ion. The  calls  for  the  rei)resentation  of  the  factSi  concerning  forestry 
at  public  meetings  are  constantly  increasing,  and  I  have,  as  far  as 
practicable,  detailed  the  chief  of  the  division  to  attend  such  meet- 
ings and  by  personal  contact  and  impression  widen  among  our  peo- 
ple the  conception  of  the  meaning  of  this  economical  science,  a 
knowledge  and  appreciation  of  which  are  growing  more  and  more 
necessary  from  year  to  year. 

DIVISION   OF  MICROSCOPY. 

The  work  of  this  division  for  the  current  year  has  been  largely  in 
the  line  of  microscopical  investigation  of  adulterations  of  food-stuffs, 
principally  of  the  condiments  of  commerce,  which  will  be  illustrated 
in  the  forthcoming  I'eport  of  the  division  by  means  of  microphoto- 
l^phs  and  colored  drawings,  showing  the  cellular  structure  of  the 
berries,  roots,  etc.,  and  their  pulverizations,  and,  for  purposes  of  com- 
parison, a  series  of  photographs  and  drawings  showing  the  structural 
forms  of  the  principal  adulterants  used. 

Examinations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  de- 
manded, of  other  food-stuifs,  particularly  of  butter  and  of  lard,  as 
provided  for  by  act  of  Congress.  • 

Correspondence  relating  to  mushrooms  has  increased,  and  numer- 
ous specimens  have  been  sent  to  the  divisicm  for  identification  as  to 
edibUity. 

A  aeries  of  experiments  with  oils  and  fats  has  had  an  especially 
interesting  result  in  what  the  microscopist  describes  as  the  incidental 
discovery  of  the  fluorescence,  under  a  given  treatment,  of  certain 
oils  aud  fats,  and  a  beginning  of  a  classification  of  them,  under  the 
head  of  fluorescent  and  non-fluores(^ent,  introducing  a  new  and  im-  - 
portant  feature  in  the  detection  of  their  adi^lterations. 

The  work  on  textile  fibers  and  textile  fabrics  continues ;  such  re- 
sults as  have  been  already  reached  will  be  set  forth  with  illustrations. 
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A  large  increase  lias  been  made  in  the  collection  of  fibers,  both  of 
domestic  and  foreign  growtjt. 

Following  the  instructions  to  that  eflPect,  an  exhibit  was  prepared 
by  this  division  and  forv^rarded  to  the  Exposition  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  This  exhibit  consisted  of  about  three  hundred  plates  relating 
to  microscopy  and  the  work  of  the  division. 

DIVISION  OF  POMOLOGY. 

The  results  of  another  year's  work  of  this  division  add  new  en- 
couragement to  the  hopes  entertained  when  I  established  this  divis- 
ion a  little  over  two  years  ago,  and  to  which  I  have  heretofore  given 
expression.  The  fruit-growers  of  the  entire  country  have  entered 
into  hearty  co-operation  with  it,  and  by  correspondence  and  in  per- 
son have  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  its  working  plans. 

TROPICAL  AND  SKMI-TROPICAL  FRUITS. 

The  cultivation  of  tropical  and  semi-tropical  fruits  in  the  United 
States  is  yet  in  its  infancy  in  this  country,  and  the  importance  of 
making  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  facts  regarding  their  culture 
so  far  as  experiments  have  been  made,  and  placing  such  information 
in  the  hands  of  those  interested  in  this  subject,  has  caused  me  to 
have  a  special  report  prepared  during  the  year,  and  issued  as  Bulle- 
tin No.  1,  which  has  been  widely  distributed.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
culture  of  these,  and  many  kinds  of  fruits  now  unknown  or  but 
poorly  understood  by  the  majority  of  our  people  who  live  where 
they  may  be  grown,  may  be  thereby  materially  advanced.  Notably 
among  these  is  the  lemon,  which  succeeds  admirably  in  the  warmer 
portions  of  California  and  Florida.  During  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1887,  $3,835,147  were  paid  to  foreign  countries  for  this  fruit 
alone,  and  this  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  we  have  suiBficient  territory 
suitable  to  produce  all  that  our  markets  demand. 

Seedling  varieties  of  superior  excellence  or  American  origin  and 
the  best  of  those  grown  in  Europe  are  being  placed  in  the  hands  of 
intelligent  experimenters  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  indus- 
try. The  same  is  in  some  sense  true  regarding  the  pine-apple,  the 
guava,  the  banana,  and  many  other  tropical  fruits,  all  of  which  are 
receiving  the  most  careful  attention  by  this  division. 

HARDY  FRUITS  IN  THB  NORTHWEST. 

That  portion  of  the  country  lying  west  of  the  Great  Lakes  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  and  north  of  the  forty-second  parallel  are  in 
especial  need  of  varieties  of  fruits  which  will  withstand  the  pecul- 
iarly severe  winter  climate  which  renders  many  of  the  older  varie- 
ties worthless  there.  The  same  is  tarue  o£  the  extreme  northern  por- 
tion of  the  New  England  States. 
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In  the  year  1860  this  Department  began  the  importation  of  varie- 
ties from  Russia  to  meet  this  requirement.  As  many  of  these  varie- 
ties have  been  bearing  for  several  years,  a  special  agent  was  ap- 
pointed to  visit  the  Northern  States,  and  carefully  examine  into  the 
merits  of  such  fruits  as  he  could  find,  and  prepare  a  report.  This 
report  is  embodied  in  Bulletin  No.  2  of  this  division. 

Investigations  and  experiments  are  to  be  continued  by  the  division, 
and  all  possible  assistance  rendered  to  the  fruit-growers  of  these 
regions. 

CUB  Wnj)  FRUITS. 

There  is  perhaps  no  country  outside  the  tropics  having  so  great  a 
wealth  of  natural  fruits  as  our  own.  To  properly  investigate  them  in 
their  natural  habitats,  and  induce  experimentation  and  development 
with  them  in  the  garden,  orchard,  and  vineyard,  is  within  the  prov- 
ince of  the  pomological  division.  Something  has  already  been  done 
in  this  direction,  and  plans  have  been  made  and  are  being  executed, 
which  it  is  expected  will  result  in  increased  scientific  knowledge  of 
these  fruits  and  in  their  improvement  under  cultivation. 

Work  is  now  well  advanced  on  a  monograph  of  the  wild  grapes, 
and  within  the  coming  year  a  monograph  of  this  genus  will  be  ready 
for  publication,  which  will  be  of  unusual  interest  to  scientists  and 
practical  vineyardists.  It  will  be  accompanied  with  complete  typ- 
ical illustrations  in  colors,  showing  every  species  of  grape  native  in 
the  United  States. 

FBUrrS  EXAMINED  AND  NAMED. 

During  the  last  year  there  have  been  received  by  the  pomologist 
492  packages  of  fruits,  containing  in  the  aggregate  fully  10,000  speci- 
mens. Every  State  and  Territory  except  Wyoming  and  Nevada  has 
been  represented  thereby,  and  many  have  been  received  from  for- 
eign countries.  All  have  been  studied  and  compared  and  accurate 
records  kept.     A  large  number  were  sent  to  be  named,  which  the 

division  has  been  able  to  do  in  nearly  every  case. 

/ 

CLERICAL  ASSISTANCE. 

The  increasing  necessity  for  an  assistant  and  additional  clerical 
force  in  this  division  is  very  urgent,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Congress 
may  provide  for  the  same. 

NEW  LABORATORY. 

I  renew  the  recommendations  made  in  my  reports  of  last  year  and 
of  the  year  before,  that  provision  be  made  for  the  erection  on  the 
grounds  of  this  Department  of  a  suitable  building  for  laboratory  pur- 
poses. The  imderlying  reasons  are  of  the  most  commanding  and 
urgent  character. 

The  present  building,  originally  desired  for  the  offices  of  the 
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purely  administrative  and  clerical  branches  of  tlie  Department  of 
Agriculttire,  has,  with  the  lapse  of  time,  and  in  consequence  of 
added  functions  imposed  by  Cons^ress,  been  partially  surrendered 
for  uses  to  which  it  is  in  no  res])ect  adapted.  Tlie  discf )mfort  arising 
from  the  proximity  of  a  chemical  laboratory  in  the  basement  and  an 
animal  dissecting  room  in  the  garret  is  least  anumg  the  arguments 
which  present  themselves  in  behalf  of  a  new  and  proper  building. 
The  noxious  odors  incident  to  the  clunnical  analyses,  or  of  jjost- 
mortem  diagnoses  of  animal  discius(^s,  imperil  human  health  and 
perhaps  human  life.  The  conveniences  and  even  the  simple  requi- 
sites of  light,  ventilation,  and  equable  temperature,  so  essential  to 
some  of  the  delicate  oi>erations  of  scientists  and  experts,  are  con- 
spicuously lacking  in  the  present  quarters  of  the  bure*ius  of  chem- 
istry and  animal  industry.  Some  fields  of  investigation  which 
promise  important  econoftiic  result*  can  hardly  be  entered  upon 
under  the  present  circumstances,  while  not  infrequently  the  work  of 
weeks  of  careful  study  is  lost  by  reason  of  changes  of  temperature 
against  which  it  is  impossible  to  guard.  Indeed,  until  greatf^r  secur- 
ity is  afforded  we  are  det-orred  from  making  any  experiments  with 
such  diseases  as  anthrax,  glanders,  aniinomycosis,  and  others  trans- 
missible to  man.  Basement  rooms  are  n(»eded  with  cement  or 
asphalt  floors  for  keeping  small  animals  for  experimental  purposes; 
rooms  are  needed  for  the  burning  of  dangerous  material  from  dis- 
eased animals,  for  the  testing  of  disinfectants,  foi^  the  storing  of 
pathological  material  designed  to  illustrate  phases  of  disease,  and  to 
instruct  those  who  come  to  the  Department  for  information. 

No  less  impoi-tant  is  it  that  the  Division  of  Entomology  be  accom- 
modated with  more  desirable  work-rooms.  The  functions  of  this 
branch  of  the  Dej^arament,  though  le^s  obnoxious  and  repulsive  than 
some  of  those  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  others,  are  essen- 
tially related  to  the  laboratory.  The  correspondence  and  the  clerical 
and  literary  work  of  this  division  are  carried  on  in  two  rooms  of  the 
second  floor  of  this  building,  and  in  space  temporarily  partitioned 
off  from  the  main  library.  Experiments  in  silk-culture  are  conducted 
in  inconvenient  quarters  in  the  wooden  annex;  while  much  of  the 
valuable  material,  to  which  referc^nce  is  constantly  necessary,  is 
stored  in  the  vastly  oAan-crowded  rooms  of  the  National  Museum. 
There  is  no  room  in  wliich  to  rear  and  study  live  insects,  an  impor- 
tant branch  of  modern  entomology,  and  none  worthy  the  name  in 
which  to  exi)eriment  with  roine(li(»s  and  insecticides. 

One  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  division  is  an  exhibit!  on -room, 
in  which  to  set  forth  the  facts  in  regard  to  injurious  insects,  to  dis- 
play ni)plian(*es  and  insecticides  needed  in  subduing  them,  and  to 
store  for  ready  comparison  and  study  the  acxnmiulation  of  specimens 
and  works  of  ref(»rence"vvliich  are  at  the  command  of  the  entomolo- 
gist and  his  assistants,  but  now  only  partially  available. 
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The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  and  the  divisions  of  Cheniistry  and 
Entomology,  in  the  creation  and  for  the  support  of  which  Congress 
has  in  other  respects  provided  liberally,  have  won  for  themselves  a 
high  standing  in  the  scientific  world,  and  it  would  be  a  measure  of 
economy  now  to  provide  them  with  tlie  quarters  which  are  absolutely 
essential  to  their  further  development  and  increased  usefuhieHs. 

I  earnestly  beg  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  state  of  affairs. 

PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS. 

A  wise  and  Well-regulated  system  of  public  roads  and  highways 
throughout  the  United  States  is  daily  becoming  a  greater  necessity 
for  the  materia?  development  of  the  resources  of  this  country,  and 
merits  the  earnest  attention  of  Congress.  The  common  roads  of  the 
country  are  the  veins  and  arteries  through  which  flow  the  agricult- 
ural productions  and  the  commercial  supplies,  which  are  the  life- 
blood  of  the  nation,  to  those  great  ducts  of  travel  and  transportation — 
the  railroads  of  the  country. 

While  our  railway  system  has  become  the  most  perfect  in  th^ 
world,  the  common  roads  of  the  United  States  have  been  neglected 
and  are  inferior  to  those  of  any  other  civilized  country  in  the  world. 
They  are  deficient  in  every  nec^ossary  qualification  that  is  an  attribute 
to  a  good  road  ;  in  direction,  in  slope,  in  shape  and  service,  and,  most 
of  all,  in  want  of  repair.  These  deficiencies  have  resulted  not  only 
from  an  ignorance  of  the  true  principles  of  road-making,  but  also 
from  the  varied  systems  of  road-building  in  force  in  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  due  to  defective  legislation.  The  principle  upon  which 
the  several  States  have  based  much  of  their  road  legislation  is  known 
as  the  "road-tax"  system  of  personal  service  and  commutation, 
which  is  unsound  as  a  principle,  unjust  in  its  operations,  wasteful  in 
its  practice,  and  unsatisfactory  in  its  results.  It  is  a  relic  of  feudal- 
ism borrowed  from  the  "statute  labor"  of  England,  and  its  evil  re- 
sults are  to-day  apparent  in  the  neglected  and  ill-conditioned  com- 
mon roads  of  the  country. 

It  is  a  question  of  vast  importance  to  the  welfare  of  this  nation 
that  these  ai*teries  of  agricultural  and  commercial  life  should  receive 
the  attention  that  their  importance  deserves,  and  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  remedy  the  defects  now  existing  and  establish  a 
system  that  could  b6  made  uniform  and  efficient  in  all  the  States  of 
the  Union. 

Bv  the  improvement  of  these  common  roads  every  branch  of  our 
agricultural,  commercial,  and  manufacturing  industries  would  be 
materially  benefited.  Every  article  brought  to  market  would  be 
diminished  in  price;  the  number  of  horses  necessary  as  a  motive 
power  would  be  reduced,  and  by  these  and  other  retrenchments  mill- 
ions of  dollars  would  be  annually  saved  to  the  public.     The  expense 
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of  repairing  roads  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  vehicles  and  horses  would 
be  essentially  diminished,  and  the  thousands  of  acres  of  land  the 
products  of  which  are  now  wasted  in  feeding  unnecessary  animals  in 
order  to  carry  on  this  character  of  transportation  would  be  devoted 
to  the  production  of  food  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  In  fact, 
the  public  and  private  advantages  which  would  result  from  effecting 
this  great  object  in  the  improvement  of  our  highways  are  incalcula- 
ble, not  only  to  the  agricultural  community  as  a  class,  but  to  the 
'Whole  population  as  a  nation.  The  Government  itself  would  be  bene- 
fited in  a  reduction  of  the  charge  incumbent  upon  the  transportation 
of  its  mails  where  these  roads  are  used  as  post-roads. 

An  investigation  pertinent  to  this  subject  has  been  inaugurated 
by  the  dean  of  the  engineering  department  of  the  Vanderbilt  Uni- 
versity at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  has  collected  a  large  amount  of  data 
bearing  upon  the  various  systems  of  highway  ^ministration,  col- 
lection of  statistics,  showing  the  amounts  expended  for  new  roads  in 
each  locality,  maintenance  and  repairs  of  existing  roads,  length  of 
roads,  and  the  amount  of  travel  on  them.  This  amount  of  material 
already  collected  has  been  tendered  to  this  Department,  if  the  work 
would  be  continued  by  it  and  prosecuted  to  an  end.  Having  no  fund 
available  for  such  an  investigation,  I  have  been  unable  to  accept 
this  information  upon  the  terms  proposed.  I  would  recommend  to 
Congress  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  provide  for  this  investigation 
to  be  made  so  that  the  outlines  of  a  system  could  be  prepared  which 
would  be  feasible  under  our  present  forms  and  policies  of  both  gen- 
eral and  State  government  and  taxation,  to  establish  a  uniform  con- 
dition of  public  highways. 

PARIS  EXPOSITION. 

Congress  having  accepted  on  the  part  of  this  Government  the  in- 
vitation of  the  French  Republic  to  t^ke  part  in  an  International 
Exposition  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  1889,  authorized  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  by  joint  resolution  approved  May  10,  1888,  to  collect 
and  prepare  suitable  specimens  of  the  agricultural  productions  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union  for  exhibition  at  said 
exposition. 

A  special  division  has  been  organized  in  this  Department  for  this 
purpose  and  a  number  of  special  agents  have  been  appointed  to  col- 
lect suitable  specimens  for  exhibition.  The  work  incident  to  the 
preparation  of  this  exhibit  is  progressing  as  rapidly  as  possible  and 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  prepare  a  creditable  representation  of 
our  agricultural  productions  and  which  enter  so  largely  into  our  ex- 
ports; but  the  fact  that  the  appropriations  for  the  purpose  were  made 
so  late  is  not  only  to  be  deplored  but  will  materially  affect  the  exhi- 
bition itself. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

With  each  successive  year  the  correspondence  of  the  Department 
is  largely  increased,  and  the  variety  of  subjects  on  which  information 
is  asked  more  and  more  diversified,  embracing  a  range  far  beyond 
any  thing  cdntemplated  by  its  organic  act.  -Such  letters  as  are  de- 
mimded  in  arranging  the  details  for  the  various  expositions  at  home 
and  abroad  placed  under  my  charge  by  Congress,  the  manifold  in- 
quiries relative  to  the  establishment  of  experiment  stations  in  the 
different  States,  the  accruing  and  daily  augmenting  necessities  re- 
quired in  placing  the  new  divisions  of  Pomology,  Ornithology,  and 
Vegetable  Pathology,  etc.,  in  a  condition  of  usefulness,  the  informa- 
tion required  by  proposed  emigrants  not  only  as  to  Territories  but 
also  as  to  newly  admitted  States,  the  voluminous  details  of  the  recent 
experiments  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  sorghum,  and  similar 
leading  matters,  combined  with  the  ordinary  inquiries  as  to  new  devel- 
opments in  agricultural  machinery,  seeds,  cereals,  etc.,  have  involved 
an  amount  of  correspondence,  which  can  hardly  be  inferred  from 
this  brief  allusion.  But  the  results  attained  have  amply  compensated 
for-  the  increased  labor,  as  evinced  by  the  universal  approbation 
shown  in  the  replies  of  inquirers,  as  well  as  by  the  fact  of  the  wide 
distribution  of  new  and  important  facts  which  are  constantly  coming 
to  my  notice  tending  to  the  promotion  of  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  country. 

NEW  DIRECTORY. 

One  of  the  most  useful  and  widely  called  for  reports  ever  pub- 
lished by  the  Department  was  a  document  issued  some  years  ago 
setting  forth  the  name  and  post-oflSce  address  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  each  national,  State,  county,  and  local  agricultural  organiza- 
tion or  society  in  the  United  States. 

As  the  document  is  now  an  old  one  its  value  has  become  impaired 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  consequently  during  the  year  I  have  as- 
signed clerks  to  the  duty  of  collecting  as  rapidly  as  possible  the 
necessary  data  and  information  to  enable  us  to  correct  and  edit  this 
volume  and  publish  a  new  directory  of  the  organizations  referred  to, 
with  a  list  of  their  respective  officers,  brought  down  to  the  year 
1889. 

DOCUMENT  ROOM. 

The  following  is  a  statement  showing  the  number  and  kinds  of 
documents  received  at  and  distributed  from  the  folding-room  of  the 
Department.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Departipent  for  1887  has 
been  printed  during  the  current  year  by  order  of  Congress,  400,000 
copies  in  number,  of  which  370,000  are  held  for  distribution  by  Sena- 
AG  88 i 
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tors  and  members  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  and  30,000  copies 
assigned  to  this  Dei)artment.     Other  rejDorts  have  been  as  follows: 

DIVISION  OF  STATISTtCS— NBW  »EEIEf*. 

No.  of  copies. 

No.  48.  Kpi>ort  upou  the  mimberg  and  value  of  farm  aJiimalB  and  on  freight 

rates  of  transportation  companies,  Januaxy  and  February,  1888. .  18,  OQO 

No,  49.  Eoport  on  distribution  and  consumption  of  corn  and  wheat  and  on 

freight  rates  of  transportation  csompanies,  3Iarch^  1888 18, 000 

No.  50.  Report  of  the  condition  of  winter  grain  and  the  condition  of  farm 
animals  and  on  the  freight  rates  of  tranHjK)rtation  companies, 
AprU,  1888 18,000 

No.  51.  Report  of  the  condition  of  winter  grain,  the  progress  of  cotton 

planting,  and  wages  of  farm  labor,  May,  1888 18, 000 

No,  62.  Report  of  acreage  of  wheat  and  cotton  and  condition  of  cereal 
crops,  with  freight  rates  of  transportation  companies,  June, 
1888  18,000 

No,  5S.  Report  of  the  area  of  corn,  potatoes,  and  tobacco,  and  condition  of 
groMdng  crops,  and  on  freight  rates  of  transportation  compa- 
nies. July,  1888 18, 000 

No.  54.  Report  on  the  condition  of  gi'owing  crops,  and  on  freight  rates  of 

transportation  companies,  August,  1888 18, 000 

No.  55.  Reix)i"t  on  condition  of    crops  in  America  and  Europe,  and  on 

freight  rates  of  transportiition  companies,  September,  1888. . .     19,000 

No,  56.  Report  on  condition  of  crops,  yield  of  grain  per  acre,  and  on 

freight  rates  of  transportation  companiies,  October,  1888 18, 000 

No.  57,  Rei)ort  on  yield  of  crops  per  acre,  and  on  freight  rates  of  transpor- 
tation companies,  November,  1888 18, 000 

No.  58.  Report  on  the  crops  of  the  year  and  on  freight  rates  of  transpor- 
tation companies,  December,  1888 18, 000 

BOTANICAL  DIVISION. 

Bulletin  No.  5.  Report  on  the  experiments  made  in  1887  in  the  treatment 

of  tlie  downy  mildew  and  black-rot  of  the  grape-vine 5,000 

Bulletin  No.  6,  Report  on  the  grasses  of  the  arid  districts* 10, 000 

Report  of  Botanist 600 

Circular  No.  5.  Fungicides  or  remedies  for  plant  disease 5, 000 

Bulletin  No.  7.  Report  on  black-rot  of  grapes i^.  000 

CHEailCAL  DIVISION. 

Bulletin  No.  17.  Experiments  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  at  l?'ort  Scott, 

Kaus.,  Rio  Grande,  N.  J.,etc 10,000 

Bulletin  No.  18.  Sugar-jM'oducing  plants 10, 000 

Bulletin  No.  19.  Metliods  of  analysis  of  commercial  fertilizers,  etc 3, 000 

ENTOMOLOOIOAL  DIVISION. 

Bulletin  No.  17.  The-Chinch  Bug,  April  19 5.000 

Reprint  of  Bulletin  No.  9.  The  Mulberry  Silk-Worm,  April  80 8, 000 

Ca(u!()  ,;ie  u:  Exhibit  at  New  Orleans,  May  21 1, 000 

Reprini  ol  Bulletin  No.  10.  Our  slmde  trees  and  their  defoliators,  July  18. .  8, 000 

Autlior's  c^lition  to  annual  report,  July  27 1, 600 

Reprint  of  Bulletin  No.  9.  The  MuUnnTy  Silk- Worm,  October  29 5, 000 

Bulletin  No.  19.  An  enuraerati(m  of  the  published  synopsis,  catalogue  of 

North  American  insects,  October  2 5, 000 
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Insect  Life  :  No.  of  copies. 

Volume  I,  No.  1,  July  28 5,000 

Volume  I,  No.  2,  August  24 5, 000 

Volume  I,  No.  3,  October  2 5,000 

Volimiel,  No.  4,  October  25 5,000 

Volume  I,  No.  5,  November  22 5, 000 

Volume  I,  No.  6 5, 000 

FORESTRY  DIVISION. 

Bulletiu  No.  2.     Report  on  the  forest  condition  of  the  Rocky  Mountains', 

September  29 5, 000 

Annual  report  of  tlie  division  of  forestry,  August  30 5, 000 

Circular — increasing  the  diu^bility  of  timber 5, 000 

Circular  to  Seedmen,  on  new  forage  plants 1, 000 

BUREAU  OP  ANIMAL.  INDUSTRY. 

Circulars  for  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 25, 000 

ORNITHOLOGIST  DIVISION. 

Author's  edition,  September  17 1, 500 

POMOLOGICAL  DIVISION. 

Report  of  Pomologist,  September  17 500 

Letters  of  Commissioner  of  Agricultiu*e  in  response  to  Senate  resolution  of 

December  7,  1887 1, 000 

MISCELLANEOUS  WORK  OF  THE  FOLDING  DIVISION. 

Jackets  folded 50, 000 

Envelopes  made,  10  by  14 1,000 

Franks  written 150, 000 

Number  of  letters  written , 300 

4,885  packages  of  envelopes  and  2,700  quires  of  paper  mailed  to  corre- 
spondents        7, 585 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  publicly  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers, 
employes,  and  ten  thousand  correspondents  of  the  Department,  for 
their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  for  their 
conscientious  devotion  to  duty,  for  their  loyalty  to  the  interests  of 
the  present  administration  of  the  Department,  and  in  general  for 
the  assistance  which  they  have  at  all  times  rendered  ;  and,  finally, 
I  commend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  needs,  both  present 
and  future,  of  a  Department  which,  if  properly  recognized,  will  be- 
come an  institution  in  the  public  service  whose  importance  and 
value  can  not  be  overestimated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Norman  J.  Colman, 
CoTTiTnissioner  of  Agriculi/wre. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT  OF  THE  ENTOMOLOGIST. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  annual  report  for 
the  year  1888.  In  this  report  I  have  carried  out  the  policy  outlined 
in  the  Introduction  to  my  report  for  the  year  1887,  or  limiting  it  to 
articles  of  general  interest  to  the  whole  country  and  of  publishing  in 
special  bulletins  articles  relating  to  more  restricted  or  local  indus- 
tries. 

In  pursuance  of  this  policy  the  leading  article  in  this  report  treats 
of  the  Plum  Curculio,  an  insect  upon  which  nothing  complete  has 
been  published  by  the  Department,  from  the  fact  that  I  had,  previous 
to  my  connection  therewith,  published  several  extended  articles  upon 
it.  During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  much  demand  for  a  gen- 
eral article  upon  this  destructive  fruit  pest.  Much  interest  has  also 
been  excited  by  the  publication  of  certain  articles  on  the  cause  of  im- 
munity of  wild  plums,  and  an  important  era  in  the  warfare  against 
this  insect  has  oeen  marked  by  the  recent  adoption  of  arsenical 
sprays  as  a  preventive  of  injury.  Experiments  have  been  carried  on 
during  the  past  two  years  by  agents  of  this  Division  which  disprove 
the  former  theory  and  whicn  confirm  the  partial  efficacy  of  a  proper 
spraying  with  Paris  green  or  London  purple.  The  results  are  sum- 
marized in  the  article. 

The  article  upon  the  Hop  Plant-louse  is  a  summary  of  the  results 
arrived  at  in  the  investigation.  The  details  of  the  investigation,  to- 
gether with  the  reports  of  agents  and  some  further  particulars  of  the 
experiments  with  remedies  I  have  reserved  for  a  special  bulletin  for 
circulation  amonff  hop-growers,  as  the  paper  is  too  long  for  the  lim- 
ited space  allottea  to  the  annual  report. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  report  for  1886  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
esting material  has  been  brought  together  which  is  supplementary 
to  the  article  on  the  Fluted  or  Cottony  Cushion-scale  of  California. 
This  matter  should  be  published  soon,  and  inasmuch  as  the  original 
article  appeared  in  an  annual  report  and  as  the  discussion  of  remedies 
is  applicable  to  other  scale-insects  as  well,  and  particularly  as  the 
discussion  of  some  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  study  of  this 
pest  are  of  Wtoad  interest,  I  nave  brought  together  these  supplement- 
ary facts  in  an  article  in  this  report.  As  suggested  in  the  Introduc- 
tion to  my  report  for  1887,  the  Department  has  been  able,  through 
the  State  Department,  to  send  an  agent,  Mr.  Koebele,  to  Australia, 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  and  collecting  for  importation  into  Cali- 
fornia tne  parasites  of  this  pest  in  its  native  home.  The  results  of 
this  mission  are  up  to  the  present  time  most  encouraging.  Over 
12,000  living  parasites  have  been  successfully  transported  to  Los 
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Angeles,  Cal.,  and  are  at  present  confined  to  infested  orange  trees 
under  the  observation  of  Mr.  Coquillett.  I  expect  two  more  large 
shipments  and  Mr.  Koebele  will  himself  return  with  the  last,  giving 
it  the  most  careful  personal  supervision. 

Further  experiments  with  remedies  for  this  scale-insect  are  detailed 
in  a  report  by  Mr.  Coquillett  which  is  published  under  the  head  of 
Reports  of  Agents.  He  considers  mainly  supplementary  experiments 
.  with  the  gas  treatment  and  with  one  of  Mr.  Koebele's  resin  com- 
pounds. 1  have  elsewhere  declared  my  opinion  that  the  present  state 
of  discouragement  among  citrus-growers  of  California  is  not  entirely 
justified,  since  past  experience  has  shown  that  by  a  thorough  use  of 
the  kerosene-resin  washes  young  groves  can  be  kept  free  from  this 
scale  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

A  report  upon  the  work  in  silk-culture  is  included,  from  Mr.  Philip 
Walker.  In  reference  to  these  experiments  and  to  the  general  sub- 
ject of  silk'culture  in  the  United  States  I  find  no  reason  to  modify 
the  concliisions  which  have  been  repeatedly  expressed  in  my  pre- 
vious reports.  The  arguments  made  some  five  years  ago  before  the 
then  Tariff  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  re- 
suited  in  the  recommendation  of  a  dutv  on  the  raw  silk  by  the  said 
committee,  have  the  same  force  to-day  that  they  had  then.  The  duty 
was  stricken  off  in  the  Senate  by  arguments  which  were  humorously 
in  conflict  with  each  other. 

For  the  past  five  years  the  Department  has  been  oarndng  on,  un- 
der ray  direction,  a  series  of  experiments  with  a  view  or  testing  the 
feasibility  of  profitable  silk-reeling  and  of  thus  establishing  a  home 
market  for  cocoons.  For  two  years  these  experiments  were  made  at 
three  different  points,  viz  :  San  Francisco,  New  Orleans,  and  Phila- 
delphia, with  a  view  of  establishing  filatures  at  such  points.  Tl^e 
result,  as  may  be  seen  by  previous  reports,  was  not  satisfactory.  • 
There  seemed  to  be,  however,  from  the  promise  which  the  Serrell 
automatic  reeling  machinerjr  then  gave,  some  prospect  of  overcoming 
many  of  the  difficulties  which  hcS  been  encountered  in  the  earlier 
attempts,  and  three  years  ago  Congress  authorized  you  to  establish 
a  silk  filature  in  connection  with  the  Department  at  Washington, 
where  it  could  be  directly  superintended  by  myself  and  Mr.  Walker, 
and  to  thoroughly  test  the  Serrell  automatic  machinery.  I  felt  that 
two  years'  experimentation  would  enable  me  to  ^ive  a  definite  an- 
swer to  the  question  as  to  whether  with  this  machinery  the  question 
of  labor  could  be  sufficiently  minimized  to  make  silk-reeling  profita- 
ble in  the  United  States. 

Owing  to  various  vicissitudes  and  contingencies  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  refer  to  in  detail,  and  particularly  from  the  fact  that 
experimental  work,  under  Departmental  restrictions,  is  more  expen- 
sive than  it  would  be  in  private  hands,  the  results  of  these  two  years' 
experimentation  were  not  entirely  satisfactory,  though  they  indicated 
very  clearly  that  the  silk  could  not  be  reeled  at  a  profit.  Some  im- 
provements  were  at  that  time  being  perfected  in  Franfle  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  Serrell  automatic  machinery  which  seemed  again,  ao- 
cording  to  Mn  Walker,  who  personally  investigated  them,  to  promise 
well,  and  to  justify  the  continuation  of  the  experiments ;  and  Congress 
appropriated  the  third  time  for  this  purpose  and  also  to  provide  for 
the  establishment  of  some  choking  stations  at  different  ixiints  in  the 
West  or  in  tlie  centers  of  silk-culture,  where  the  cocoons  might  be 
intelligently  handled  and  choked  under  supervision. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  when  the  appropriation  be- 
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came  available ;  to  the  fact  that  the  Division  was  required  to  make 
an  exhibit  at  the  Cincinnati  Exposition  ;  and,  lastly,  k>  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Philip  Walker  has  found  difiBcnlty  with  the  later  imj^rovements 
in  the  machinery  receiv  ed  from  France,  the  work  the  i) resent  ye&T 
has  not  progressed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  justify  a  final  conclusion. 
Some  patentable  improvements  have  been  made  which  may  over- 
come some  of  the  chief  difficulties  hitherto  encoimtered  ;  but  I  am 
free  to  confess  that  I  have  little  hope  of  final  favorable  result  so  far 
as  the  main  object  of  the  experimentation  is  concerned.  In  short,  I 
do  not  believe  that,  with  whatever  discoveries  or  improvements  we 
may  make,  it  will  ever  be  profitable  to  reel  silk  in  this  comitry  with- 
out some  protection  against  the  cheaper  labor  of  foreign  countries, 
and  this  means  that  the  experiments  so  far  made  confirm  the  argu- 
ments which  I  have  always  urged  as  to  the  necessity  of  such  protec- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  silk-culture  in  America, 

There  te  no  question  as  to  our  ability  to  produce  the  cocoon  and,  as 
I  have  urged,  we  have  many  advantages  over  the  Old  World  in  tliis 
respect ;  but  the  five  years'  experimentation  with  Congressional  aid 
lias  simply  served  to  give  an  artificial  impetus  to  silk-raising  which 
would  again  fall  back  to  its  former  condition  upon  the  withdrawal 
of  such  aid.  No  one  could  be  more  enthusiastic  or  more  interested 
inhis  efforts  to  successfully  solve  the  problem  than  Mr.  Philip  Walker, 
who  has  had  direct  charge  of  the  filature  here  at  Washington;  and, 
after  careful  calculation^  he  has  estimated  that  a  specific  duty  of  $1 
per  ix)und  upon  the  reeled  or  so-called  raw  silk  would  render  the 
reeling  profitable  in  this  country.  Without  such  duty  I  fear  that 
iikb  continued  experimentation  with  the  Serrell  reel  will  be  of  very 
little  avail.  For  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  whatever  improve- 
ments accrue  from  our  own  experimentation  here  will  be  iust  as 
valuable  abroad,  unless  they  are  protected  by  patent  for  the  oenefit 
of  the  American  Government, 

Without  considering  in  any  way  the  question  of  protection  in  the 
abstract  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  plam  that  if  tne  policy  of  the 
GJovemment  is  protection  there  should  be  no  exception  or  discrimina- 
tion made  in  this  particular  case. 

Tlie  investigations  of  the  Division  during  the  year  have  been  sum- 
marized in  your  annual  report  to  the  President.  They  consist,  in 
brief ^  of  an  investigation  of  the  free-living  Nematode  worms  of  the 
family  An guillulida&  which  infest  the  roots  of  Peach  and  other  crops 
in  Florida ;  an  investigati4>ii  of  the  damage  done  by  the  Boll  Worm  of 
Cotton  to  the  tomato  crop  in  certain  of  the  Gulf  States :  an  investi- 
gation of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Northwest  reurardi  ng  the  ]>rob- 
abilities  of  an  invasion  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Locust ;  the  further 
investigatif m  of  insects  injurious  to  cereal  crops ;  of  the  Bufi'alo  Gnat 
of  the  Southwest ;  of  cei-tain  injxirious  insects  in  Missouri,  and  of 
insects  injurio^us  to  live-stock. 

The  agent  wh«>  has  been  engaged  upon  the  first  of  these  investiga- 
tions has  sur>mitted  his  report,  which  will  be  published  in  a  separate 
l»lletin.  The  report  upon  the  second  is  here  published.  The  re- 
sults of  Mr.  Bruner's  trip  to  the  Northwest  have  been  summarized  in 
the  Sej>tember  number  of  the  ]periodical  bulletin,  and  I  may  here 
rep»^tft  in  brief  that,  so  far  as  his  examination  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  warrants  an  opinion,  the  outlook  for  1889  is  most  favorable. 
Early  in  tlve  season  the  destructive  locusts  did  great  damage  in  Min- 
nei^j£a  and  excited  fears  of  more  widespread  injury  another  year;  but 
tbfti  roporu  *i>f  Mr.  Bruner's  and  the  excellent  work  done  in  Minnesota 
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by  a  former  assistant  in  the  Division,  Mr.  Otto  Lugger,  have  re- 
lieved us  from  all  such  anticipations  of  extended  damage. 

The  publications  of  the  Division  during  the  year  represent,  to- 
some  extent,  the  work  done,  and  have  been  as  follows : 

Bulletin  No.  17.  The  Chinch  Bug.  A  general  summary  of  its 
history,  habits,  enemies,  and  of  the  remedies  to  be  used  against  it. 

This  bulletin  was  called  forth  bjr  the  fact  that  the  season  of  1887 
was  marked  by  very  extensive  Chinch  Bug  damage  over  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  West  and  Northwest,  as  well  as  some  of  our  Southern 
Atlantic  States.  It  was  issued  early  in  the  spring  and  distribifted 
generally  over  the  infested  region,  affording  farmers  information 
upon  which  to  base  their  operations  during  the  present  season. 

Bulletin  No.  9.     The  Mulberry  Silk- worm.     Seventh  edition. 

The  call  for  this  manual  of  instructions  has-been  so  great  that  six 
editions  have  been  exhausted. 

Bulletin  No.  18.  The  Life  and  Entomological  Work  of*  the  late 
Townend  Glover,  first  Entomologist,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 

The  work  done  by  Mr.  Glover  during  his  long  term  of  service  for 
the  Denartment  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  merit  this  attjention. 
In  the  DuUetin  the  characteristics  of  the  man,  his  methods  of  work, 
and  the  results  accomplished  are  treated,  and  a  bibliography  of  his 
entomological  writings  is  appended. 

Catalogue  of  the  Exhibit  of  Economic  Entomology  at  the  New 
Orleans  Exposition.     Second  edition. 

The  shape  in  which  this  catalogue  was  published  in  1885  was  such 
that  it  afforded  at  a  glance  the  principal  references  to  the  literature 
of  our  most  prominent  injurious  insects,  together  with  an  indication 
of  their  natural  enemies  and  the  remedies  to  be  used  against  them. ' 
Its  arrangement  was  such  as  to  render  it  an  excellent  medium  for 
labeling  collections  in  economic  entomology,  and  for  conveying 
succinct  information.  As  a  result  there  has  been  a  constant  call  for 
it  from  entomologists  and  agriculturists,  and  a  new  edition  became 
necessary. 

'  BuUetm  No.  10.     Our  Shade  Trees  and  their  Insect  Defoliators. 
Second  revised  edition. 

The  call  for  this  bulletin  has  been  very  large  indeed,  and  in  the 
light  of  the  experience  of  the  season  of  1887,  certain  facts  were  added 
and  the  second  edition  was  published  to  meet  the  demand. 

Bulletin  No.  19.  Enumeration  of  the  published  Synopses,  Cata- 
logues, and  Lists  of  North  American  Insects, together  wfth  other  Infor- 
mation intended  to  assist  the  Student  of  North  American  Entomol- 

Hardly  any  Question  is  more  often  asked  of  the  entomologist  than 
how  can  books  be  obtained  which  will  enable  one  to  identify  insects? 
This  bulletin  was  published  in  part  to  answer  this  question,  and  also 
to  furnish  information  as  to  the  best  works  upon  economic  entomol- 
ogy and  upon  general  entomology,  and  how  to  obtain  them.  It  has 
been  very  well  received,  and  is  probably  as  useful  a  bulletin  as  has 
been  published  by  the  Department  for  some  time. 

Periodical  Bulletin,  Insect  Life.     Nos.  1  to  7. 

The  necessity  for  some  speedy  and  regular  means  of  publication, 
in  wliich  might  be  printed  short  articles,  notes,  reports  of  the  prog- 
ress of  investigations,  andshort  articles  upon  entomological  subjects 
wliich  are  either  too  limited  in  scope  or  too  disconnected  to  be  used 
in  the  annual  report  or  in  special  bulletins  of  the  Division  resulted  in 
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this  Periodical  Bulletin.  The  manner  in  which  it  has  been  received, 
and  the  favorable  comments  of  tne  agricultural  press,  of  farmers, 
and  of  workers  in  agricultural  entomology,  have  borne  out  my 
prophecy  in  the  introductory  number  to  the  effect  that  so  far  as  the 
interests  of  economic  entomology  are  concerned  we  have  instituted  no 
reform  that  will  be  productive  of  more  general  good  or  that  will  give 
more  general  satisfaction.  The  numbers  up  to  the  j)resei^  time  have 
consisted  of  two  signatures  each  and  ha'Ve  been  plentifully  illustrated, 
a  prominent  feature  being  extracts  from  the  correspondence  of  the 
Division  with  farmers  and  others  on  the  subiect  of  injurious  insects. 

The  Divisional  force  remains  substantially  as  it  was  a  year  ago, 
though  the  demand  which  the  recently  established  experiment  sta- 
tions have  made  for  experienced  entomologists,  and  the  more  liberal 
salaries  which  many  of  them  are  able  to  pay ,  as  compared  with  De- 
partment salai'ies,  have  drawn  from  the  Division  two  of  my  effective 
assistants — Mr.  Otto  Lugger,  who  has  accepted  a  position  at  the  Min- 
nesota station,  and  Mr.  William  B.  Alwood,  who  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion at  the  Virginia  station.  Their  places  have  been  filled  by  Mr. 
Tyler  Townsend,  of  Michigan,  and  Mr.  C.  L.  Marlatt,  of  Kansas. 

The  preparation  of  the  exhibit  of  the  agricultural  products  of  the 
country  for  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1889,  which  you  have  charged  me 
with  as  your  representative,  has  necessarily  occupied  much  of  my  time 
since  last  September ;  and  as  the  President  has  seen  fit  to  appoint  me 
as  one  of  the  assistant  commissionergi  to  that  Exposition  I  shall  neces- 
sarily be  away  from  the  office  for  some  months  during  the  coming 
summer.  But  the  divisional  force  is  so  qjrganized  and  plans  for  the 
future  so  made  that  the  work  of  the  Division  will  not  suffer,  but  will 
go  on  under  the  intelligent  management  of  my  first  assistant,  Mr. 
Howard,  with  whom  I  shall  be  in  constant  correspondence  during 
my  absence. 

llespectfully  submitted,  January  31, 1889. 

C.  V.  Riley, 

Entomologist 

Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman, 

Commissioner. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INSECTS. 

THE  PLUM  CURCULIO. 

{Conotrachelus  nenuphar ,  Herbst.)  ^ 

Order  Coleoptera;  family  Curculionid^. 

By  C.  V.  Riley  and  L.  O.  Howard. 

[Plates  I  and  XII.] 

INTRODUCTORY. 

In  the  last'  annual  report  considerable  space  was  devoted  to  the  re- 
consideration of  two  of  our  injurious  insects  of  first  importance  which 
had  been  attracting  much  attention,  but  concerning  which  there  had 
been  no  comprehensive  account  published  by  the  Division.     In  the 
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same  way  we  this  year  review  cmce  more,  for  the  |>\irpose  of  placiBg 
it  in  readily  accessible  shape,  the  habits  and  life-history  of  the  well- 
known  pest  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  article.  Since 
the  publication  of  the  entomological  reports  of  Missouri,  although 
the  newspaper  literature  has  been  very  extensive,  no*  one  compre- 
hensive article  of  much  detail  has  been  published,  so  that  we  pro- 
I)oae  here  to  give,  without  much  circumlocution,  the  exact  facts 
ascertained,  and  to  devote  soul^  little  space  to  the  treatment  of  reme- 
diee. 

QEOGRAPHICAI^  DISTBIBUTION. 

The  ^enus  Conotrachelus  is  almost  exclusively  American.  Of 
somethmg  over  a  hundred  species  which  have  been  described,  all  are 
either  from  North  America,  Mexico,  Central  America,  the  Wetst  In- 
dies, or  South  America,  with  the  exception  of  C  heifer iy  said  to  come 
from  East  India,  C  hirsidus  s^nd  C  nispiduSy  which  were  described 
from  the  island  of  Ldfu  (South  Pacitic),  and  C.  iagaXy  supposed  to 
come  from  Caffraria.  There  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  correct  generic 
reference  of  the  first  three  species,  and  the  locality  of  the  last  has  been 
questioned.  North  America  alone  contains  twenty-eight  species. 
The  Plum  Curculio  proper  (C.  ne7iuphar)  is  confined,  so  far  as  we  can 
learn,  to  the  United  States,  and  was  nrst  described  in  1797  by  Herbst, 
and  was  redescribed  by  Fabricius  and  De jean  under  different  names- 
It  was  treated  as  an  insect  pest  a^t  least  as  early  as  1746,  s^d  there  is 
no  doubt  whatsoever  that  it  is  an  indigenous  species,  feeding  in  this 
country  upon  wild  stone  fruits  from  time  immemoriaL  It  seems  cer- 
tain, moreover,  that  from  fhe  very  first  it  has  not  been  confined  to 
any  one  section  of  the  country  but  has  existed  wherever  wild  plums 
grew.  It  seems  tolerably  eei-tain  also  that  the  insect  has  increased 
enormously  in  parts  where  cultivated  varieties  have  been  introduced, 
and  its  comparative  scarcity  where  only  wild  fruits  grew  years  ago 
has  frequentlv  given  rise  to  the  idea  that  it  was  actually  introduced 
with  the  cultivated  varieties ;  whereas  it  furnishes  simply  another 
case  of  the  preference  of  an  indigenous  insect  for  introduced  and  cul- 
tivated plants  congeneric  ^vith,  or  allied  to^  its  original  food  plant, 
with  instances  of  which  every  student  of  economic  entomology  is  so 
familiar.  We  need  only  mention  the  case  of  the  Colorado  Fotato- 
beetle  to  furnish  at  once  a  striking  example. 

At  present  the  Plum  Curculio  is  known  from  Canada  to  Florida 
and  west  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  a  stone-fruit  destroyer.  It  has 
not  been  found  as  yet,  so  far  as  we  know,  in  California  or  elsewhere 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  such  collectors  as  Mr.  James  Behrens,  Dr. 
J.  J.  Rivers,  and  our  agents,  Mr.  D.  W.  Coquillett  and  Mr.  Albert 
Koebele,  have  never  collected  it  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Its 
appearance  on  the  Western  slope,  however,  is  probably  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time,  when  the  intervening  country  becomes  more  thickly  set- 
tled, although  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  twenty-two  years  ago  Mr. 
Walsh  commented  ui)on  the  non-occurrence  of  the  pest  m  California, 
but  did  not  predict  its  eventual  introduction,  because  of  tlie  different 
character  of  the  fauna  and  flora  of  the  PaA^ific  coast.  While  there 
has  always  been  some  danger  of  the  introducticm  of  the  pest  into 
northern  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington  Territory,  we  think 
that  the  fruit-growers  of  southern  California  have  little  to  fear,  as 
we  have  observed  that  long  dry  spells  usually  destroy  the  pupee  in 
the  ground.  We  therefore  doubt  wnether  it  could  successfully  bridg© 
over  the  long  dry  seasons  which  are  there  so  prevalent. 
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FOOD  PLANTS, 

The  Plnm  Ciu'ouHo  Ixaa  brought  about  an  almost  entire  abandou- 
mQXit  ot  pluni  culture  in  many  sections  of  the  country  within  the 
last  twenty  years;  but  it  ia  by  no  means  confined  to  this  fruit.  It 
"breedi  in  great  numbers  in  cherries,  peaches,  apricots,  nectarines, 
ajid  other  stone  fruits,  including  the  Persimmon,  and  also  infests 
many  varieties  of  apples,  crabs,  and  haws.  It  prefers^  however, 
amooth^akinned  fruits.  It  is  also  a  common  inhabitant  of  the  fungus 
growth  of  Plum  and  Cherry  loxown  as  *' Black  Knot"  (Plou>rigMia 
morhomi),  from  which  it  was  first  reai-ed  by  Feck  in  1818. 

It  was  at  one  time  thought  that  this  sjiecies  bred  in  green  butter- 
nuts aixd  walnuts,  making  the  same  crescent-shaped  mark  in  the  outer 
i^in  of  the  nuts.  Fitch  noticed  the  insect  upon  Butternut,  and  re- 
corded the  fact  that  specimens  so  found  were  lai*ger  than  the  plum- 
fed  individuals,  Walsh  afterward  bred  the  beetles  from  these  nuts 
and  sent  specimens  to  LeOonte,  who  considered  them  as  belonging 
to  a  phvtophagic  variety  of  the  plum  species,  differing  only  in  siae. 
Walsh  later  pointed  out  a  constant  oolorational  difference,  and  Le- 
Conte  subsequently  established  a  distinct  species  iCanoirachelus  jtig* 
landis)  for  the  nut-brod  form. 

HABITS  ANB  NATURAL   HISTORY. 

The  HJg^  and  ihe  I^tHicess  of  Oviposit  ion, — The  egg  of  the  Plum 
Ouroulio  IS  oval,  of  a  pearl-white  color,  and  large  enough  to  be  seen 
with  the  naked  eya  Careful  measurements  inaieate  that  the  aver- 
age length  is  about  1***.  It  is  laid  in  green  fruit  soon  after  the  blos- 
soms f  jUI.  The  number  of  eggs  laid  by  a  single  female  has  been  va- 
riously stated.  Riley,  in  18(>8,  estimated  from  fifty  to  one  hundred, 
which  are  laid  at  the  avei^age  rate  of  five  to  ten  per  day.  Prof.  A. 
J.  Oook,  in  writing  to  the  New  York  Weekly  Tribune  o|  June  9, 
1880,  says,  **I  know  by  dissecticaa  that  a  single  female  mav  contain 
thirty  egg^.*^  Dissections  made  for  us  during  the  season  or  1887,  bv 
Mr.  Alwood,  showed  that  early  in  May  only  one  or  two  fully  devel- 
oped eggs  could  be  found  ;  many  immature  ova^  however,  could  be 
s^n.  JUate  in  May,  however,  from  four  to  ten  mature  eggs  were 
found  in  each  female  examined.  No  account  of  the  actual  number 
of  eggs  in  an  ovary  at  any  one  time  was  made,  but  from  what  we 
know  of  the  rate  or  development  Riley's  estimate,  based  on  dissection 
and  obaei'vation,  is  unquestionably  correct. 

The  process  of  depositing  a  single  egg  requires  about  five  minutes. 
The  description  of  the  process  publishea  by  Riley  may  be  repeated : 
♦'Having  taken  a  strong  hold  on  the  fruit  the  female  makes  a  minute 
out  with  the  jaws,  which  are  at  the  end  of  her  snout,  just  through 
the  skin  of  the  fruit,  and  then  runs  the  snout  under  the  skin  to  the 
depth  of  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch,  and  moves  it  back  and  forth  until 
the  cavity  is  lar^fe  enough  to  receive  the  egg  it  is  to  retain.  She  next 
changes  her  position,  and  drops  an  ej^g  into  the  mouth  of  the  cut ; 
then,  veering  round  again,  she  pushes  it  by  means  of  her  snout  to 
the  end  of  the  passage,  and  afterward  cuts  the  crescent  in  front  of  the 
hole  so  as  to  undermine  the  esjg  and  leave  it  in  a  sort  of  flap ;  her 
object  apparently  being  to  deatlen  this  flap  so  as  to  prevent  the  grow- 
ing fruit  from  crushing  the  egg,  though  Dr.  Hull  informs  me  that 
he  has  repeatedly  removed  the  insect  as  soon  as  the  egg  was  deposited 
and  before  the  flap  was  made,  and  the  egg  hatched  and  the  young 
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j>enetrated  the  fruit  in  every  instance."  Many  subsequent  observa- 
tions both  under  cover  and  m  the  field,  made  ror  us  by  Mr.  Alwood, 
confirm  the  above.-  When  he  was  able  to  time  the  operation,  how- 
ever, it  required  a  longer  period  than  that  mentioned  by  Riley.  The 
first  cutting  of  the  cylindrical  hole  occupied  five  minutes,  the  deposit- 
ing of  the  e^g  thirty  seconds,  and  the  packing  in  of  the  egg  and  the 
cutting  of  tne  crescent  slit  from  six  to  eight  minutes  longer.  The 
time  occupied  varies,  however,  with  the  temperaturie  and  the  vitality 
of  the  individual.  In  cutting  the  crescent  the  snout  is  swung  to  one 
side  as  far  as  the  joint  between  the  head  and  pro-thorax  will  permit, 
and  is  inserted  into  the  fruit  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees  and  di- 
rected backward  under  the  body.  The  cut  is  continued  around  the 
egg-puncture  as  a  center  as  far  as  the  head  will  turn,  and  as  far  as  the 
snout  will  conveniently  reach.  The  resulting  slit  is  therefore  an  arc 
of  a  circle.  The  object  of  the  cutting  of  the  crescent  slit  was  first 
suggested  by  Mr.  Franklin  C.  Hill,  of  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  in  the 
Practical  Entomologist,  Vol.  II,  p.  115  (September,  1867).  After  de- 
scribing the  operation,  Mr.  Hill  says:  **Can  her  object  be  to  wilt 
the  piece  around  the  egg  and  prevent  the  growing  fruit  from  crush- 
ing it  ?"  Walsh  and  others  immediately  accepted  this  explanation, 
which  is  undoubtedly  the  correct  one.  Previous  writers,  including. 
Walsh  himself,  followed  Harris,  who  expresses  himself  on  this  point 
as  follows :  '*  The  beetle  first  makes  a  small  crescent-shaped  incision, 
with  its  snout,  in  the  skin  of  the  plum,  and  then,  turning  round,  in- 
serts an  egg  in  the  wound."  The  eggs  will  hatch  in  from  three  to 
ten  days,  depending  upon  the  weather,  and,  as  the  period  of  oviposi- 
tion  frequently  extends  over  two  months,  a  confusion  of  stages  arises. 

From  Kiley  s  observations  it  seems  quite  certain  that  many  of  the 
eggs  which  are  deposited  after  the  1st  of  July  fail  to  hatch,  or  the 
young  larvae  die  soon  after  hatching,  owing  in  all  probability  to  the 
riper  and  more  juicy  condition  of  the  fruit  at  that  season.  A  num- 
ber of  eggs  may  be  deposited  in  a  single  plum,  whether  by  the  same 
female  or  not  has  not  been  determinea.  From  one  to  a  dozen  of  the 
crescent  marks  are  often  seen  upon  a  single  plum,  while  a  single 
apple  may  carry  a  greater  number. 

The  Larva. — The  larva  of  the  Plum  Curculio  is  white  and  footless, 
and  furnished  with  a  horny  head  (Plate  I,  fig.  1).  It  works  its  way 
immediately  after  hatching  in  stone  fruit  to  the  pit  and  there  grows 
to  full  size,  eating  the  pulp  around  the  stone.  The  larva  attains  its 
full  growth  in  from  three  to  five  weeks,  when  it  is  about  10°'°'  (0.4  inch) 
in  length,  rather  stout,  and  of  a  ^listening  whitish  color.  The  head 
is  light  brown  and  there  is  a  pale  line  along  each  side  of  the  body. 
There  is  a  row  of  small  black  bristles  below  the  side  lines  and  on  the 
second  segment  a  less  distinct  row  of  bristles  above  ;  also  a  few  pale 
hairs  near  the  anal  end  of  the  body.  The  fruit  thus  infested  rails 
prematurely  in  a  large  majority  of  cases  with  plums,  apricots,  and 
paaches.  Cherries,  however,  do  not  fall,  but  remain  upon  the^ree. 
One  or  two  varieties,  particularly  the  English  Morello,  are  said,  now- 
ever,  to  mature  and  drop.  In  cherries  seldom  more  than  one  larva 
is  found  in  a  single  fruit,  but  several  are  often  found  in  a  single  plum, 
peach,  or  apple.  Rarely  are  as  many  larvae  found  in  the  fruit  as  there 
are  punctures  under  the  skin,  and  many  eggs  therefore  fail  to  natch. 

After  the  fruit  has  fallen  to  the  ground  the  larvae  may  still  remain 
within  it  for  some  time,  but  as  soon  as  they  are  full  grown  they 
issue  and  enter  the  ground  to  pupate.  Larva?  issuing  from  cherries 
drop  to  the  ground  for  the  same  purpose.     They  seldom  biuTow  to  a 
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greater  depth  than  4  or  5  inches,  and  at  the  end  of  the  burrow  they 
construct  a  small  oval  cell  within  which  to  pupate. 

Pupa, — The  pupa  is  illustrated  at  Plate  I,  ngs.  2  and  3.  It  is  white 
at  first,  becoming  yellowish  as  it  grows  older.  It  remains  in  this  con- 
dition from  three  to  six  weeks.  . 

Ihe  Adult, — The  beetle  is  familiar  to  most  fruit-growers  and  is 
besides  so  well  shown  at  Plate  I,  figs.  4,  5,  and  6,  that  a  detailed  de- 
scription is  unnecessary.  While  the  females  lay  their  eggs  chiefly 
duirmg  day-time  the  insect  is  essentially  nocturnal,  flying  freely  dur- 
ing the  warmer  nights  and  only  seeking  she  Iter  when  the  nights  are 
cold. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  upon  the  point  as  to  how  much 
the  insect  feeds  in  the  adult  state,  as  the  question  is  important  from 
a  remedial  stand-point.  There  is  no  longer  any  question  about  the 
matter,  however,  for  Riley  records  the  fact  that  the  adult  gnaws  not 
only  the  fruit  but  also  the  young  twigs  and  even  the  buds  and  leaves 
for  food,  both  in  the  spring  and  in  the  late  summer.  The  holes  in 
the  young  plums  made  by  feeding  are  irre^lar,  and  need  never  be 
mistaken  for  the  marks  made  by  oviposition.  Fig.  8  of  Plate  I 
will  indicate  the  size  and  shape  of  some  of  these  food  scars.  The 
normal  feeding  spot  is,  however,  not  so  large  as  the  largest  ones 
there  indicatedand  is  usually  circular.  This  taking  of  food  by  the 
adults  is  mainly  noticeable  in  the  spring,  as  the  fruit  and  vegetation 
is  at  that  time  smaller  and  younger  and  the  beetles  after  their  winter 
fast  may  be  presumed  to  be  hungrier.  Some  further  observations 
upon  the  f  eeaing  habit  in  autumn  have  only  recently  been  recorded 
by  Prof.  J.  H.  Comstock,  who  praved  that  this  Curculio  is  responsible 
for  at  least  some  of  the  numerous  circular  pits  seen  in  apples  in  late 
summer  and  early  fall,  and  has  recorded  his  observations  in  the 
American  Naturalist  for  November,  1888,  pp.  1035  and  1036,  under 
the  caption  "Serious  injury  to  apples  by  the  Plum  Curculio."  We 
quote  from  his  article  as  follows  : 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  past  summer  my  attention  was  attracted  to  a  serious 
injury  done  to  the  fruit  in  an  apple  orchard  through  which  I  passed  daily.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  apples  in  a  corner  of  the  orchard  had  been  eaten  into  by  something 
which  made  smallpits  from  one-eighth  to  one-fourth  inch  in  diameter,  and  of  about 
the  same  depth.  On  one  tree  nearly  every  apple  had  been  attacked,  and  in  many 
cases  there  were  ten  or  twelve  holes  in  a  single  apple.  The  injury  was  so  serious  as 
to  render  fruit  on  this  part  of  the  orchard  immarketable. 

The  holes  in  the  apples  were  first  discovered  during  the  latter  part  of  August.  At 
that  time  many  of  them  were  partially  grown  over,  while  others  were  fresh,  indi- 
cating that  the  pest  had  been  at  work  for  a  considerable  time  and  was  still  active. 
As  the  injury  to  the  apples  resembles  somewhat  that  caused  by  a  climbine  cut- worm 
tliat  sometimes  infests  apples  of  western  New  York,  I  at  first  searched  for  cater- 
pillars, and  gave  Uttle  thought  to  the  plum  curculios  that  I  frequently  found  hiding 
m  the  pits  in  the  apples.  But,  after  finding  a  considerable  number  of  the  insects  in 
these  pits,  it  occurred  to  me  that  they  might  be  the  cause  of  the  mischief.  Several 
perfect  apples  were  then  selected  and  placed  in  breeding  cages,  in  each  of  which 
were  confined  several  curculios.  The  (question  was  soon  settled.  Within  twenty- 
four  hours  the  beetles  had  begun  to  eat  mto  the  apples.    They  made  small  holes  at 

first,  but  these  were  soon  enlarged  so  as  to  form  pits  of  the  size  indicated  above. 
♦    »    » 

The  substance  of  this  note  was  reprinted  in  Bulletin  3  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station  at  Cornell  University,  together  with  ad- 
vance quotations  from  a  then  unpublished  note  by  Mr.  C.  M.  Weed, 
entomologist  to  the  Ohio  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  in  which 
Mr.  Weedf  states  that  he  was  surprised  to  notice  the  aviditv  with  which 
an  adult  Curculio  ate  a  large  green  plum  when  confined  with  it  in  a 
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br^ding  jar  in  June.  He  also  states  that  he  has  been  informed  by 
Professor  Forbes  that  he  has  found  that  the  adult  Curculio  eats 
freely  of  the  substance  of  the  leaves.  All  these  late  observations  con- 
firm and  recall  similar  experience  by  the  senior  author  years  ago  in 
Missouri. 

Number  of  Broods  and  Hibernation, — About  tnese  two  points  there 
has  been  much  confusion  among  the  earlier  wi'iters  on  this  insect. 
Dr.  Harris  and  pi*e\ious  writers  believed  that  the  winter  was  passed 
in  the  larva  state  under  ground.  Dr.  E.  Sanborn,  in  1849,  stated  that 
in  his  opinion  the  insect  hibernates  in  the  beetle  state  above  ground. 
Dr.  Fitch  concluded  that  the  insect  was  two-brooded,  the  second  brood 
wintering  in  the  larva  state  in  the  twigs  ofpear  trees,  while  Dr.  Trim- 
ble, in  his  *'  Insect  Enemies  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Trees,"  concluded  that 
it  was  single-brooded  and  hibernated  in  the  beetle  form  above  ground. 
Dr.  Trimble's  conclusions,  which  sub:-jequeiit  o1)stnn-iitions  and  exper- 
iments have  proved  to  be  correct,  were  accepted  by  later  authorities, 
prominent  among  whom  were  Walsh  and  Kiley.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, in  1867,  puolished  an  anonjmous  article  in  the  Prairie  Farmer 
for  July  pf  that  year,  over  the  signature  of  "V,''  in  which  he  con- 
cluded from  the  early  appearance  of  adults  near  Cobden  that  the  in- 
sect was,  exceptionally,  two-bi'ooded,  or  that  it  was  more  frequently 
two-brooded  m  the  region  of  Cobden.  ^  This  communication  Mr. 
Walsh  quoted  as  corroborative  of  his  revised  opinion,  and  in  his  first 
report  as  acting  State  entomologist  of  Illinois,  submitted  in  1867,  en- 
tered into  an  extended  argument  to  prove  that  the  insect  is  two- 
broode<l,  based  almost  (uitirely  unon  the  fact  tliat  from  a  lot  of  plums 
placed  by  him  in  breedint^  jars  tne^diilts  issued  steadily  from  July 
19  to  August  4.  and  that  there  was  then  a  period  from  August  5  to 
August  22,  inclusive,  during  which  no  beetles  appeared,  although  on 
August  25  they  commenced  apj^earing  again  and  ccmtinued  to  do  so 
daily  imtil  September  14.  His  inference  was  that  the  beetles  of  the 
latter  series  were  the  offspring  of  those  of  the  former.  The  flaw  in 
his  argument  comes  from  the  fact  that  the  beetles  of  the  two  series 
were  from  two  distinct  lots  of  plums,  collected  at  different  times,  the 
first  series  issuing  from  plums  collected  June  24  to  27,  from  both  wild 
and  tame  trees,  while  tlie  nlums  from  which  the  second  series  issued 
were  not  collected  until  July  27  and  were  exclusively  from  wild  trees* 

Dr.  E.  S.  Hull,  in  1868,  from  his  own  personal  experience  corrob* 
orated  the  views  announced  by  Dr.  Trimble,  and  in  the  same  year 
Riley,  in  his  First  Report  on  the  Insects  of  Missouri,  accepted  tnesG 
conclusions  in  largo  part,  with  the  reservation,  liowover,  tnat  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  insects  might  pass  the  winter  under  groimd  both 
in  the  larva  and  f)Upa  states  at  a  depth  frequently  of  from  2  to  3  feet. 
(^Walsh  had  previously  accepted  the  hypothesis  of  the  hibernation 
in  the  adult  state  only.)  In  his  Third  Report,  however.  Riley  fully 
corroborates  Dr.  Trimole^s  conclusions.  He  ctmducted  extensive 
and  careful  experiments  which  settled  the  Question  of  the  insect's 
single-broodedness,  and  he  satisfied  himself  that  it  invariably  passes 
the  winter  as  a  beetle  under  all  sorts  of  shelter  in  the  woods,  gener- 
ally, however,  near  the  surface  of  the  ground.  Indeed,  he  states 
that  it  often  makes  for  itself  a  hole  in  the  ground,  seldom,  how* 
ever,  deep  enough  to  more  than  cover  its  own  body. 

The  principal  reasons  for  the  ini8C(mcejjtion  as  to  number  of  broods 
are  found  in  the  fact  that  an  allied  species  {Conotrachelus  crataegi) 
hibernates  in  the  ground  in  the  larva  state  and  that  many  adults  of 
nenuphar  issue  from  stung  fruit  remarkably  early  in  the  season  and 
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remaiTi  alive  until  the  following  spring  before  ovipositing.  Riley, 
in  his  Third  Report,  mentions  in4lividual«  which  issued  from  the  first 
peaches  the  latter  part  of  June  and  which  he  had  alive  at  the  time 
of  writing  (December  2).  He  also  in  this  rejK)rt  called  attention  to 
the  fact  ttiat  the  adult  insects  often  make  a  peculiar  creaking  noise 
by  rubbing  the  tip  of  the  abdomen  up  and  down  against  the  wing- 
covers. 

NATURAL.  ENEMIES. 

Birds. — Mr.  Trimble  was  probably  the  first  to  record  the  fact  that 
the  Baltimore  Oriole  will  feed  upon  this  insect,  and  subsequent  ol)- 
Bervation  has  confirmed  it.  Poultry  of  all  kinds  will  devour  the 
Ourculio  and  serve  to  protect  from  m jury  trees  growing  in  ground 
which  they  f r^uent. 

Predaceous  Insects. —The  following  predt^^eous  insects  have  been 
observed  to  feed  upon  the  Curculio  in  one  or  the  other  of  its  stages  : 
The  Pennsylvania  Soldier-beetle  (Chauliognathus  pennsylvanicus) 
in  its  larva  state  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  destroyers  of  the  Cur- 
culio larva  within  the  fruit,  whether  while  this  hangs  on  the  trees  or 
after  it  has  fallen  to  the  ground.  One  of  the  Golden-eyed  Lace-wing 
Flies  (Chrysopa)  and  two  Ground-beetles  known  as  Aspidialossa  sub- 
angykita  and  Iiarpaluspennsylvanictis  have  also  been  observed  to 
feed  upon  the  larva.     [See  Plate  XII,  figs.  1  to  5.1 

True  Pwrasites. — The  first  known  parasite  of  tne  Plum  Curculio 
waa  the  Braconid  (^Sigcdphtts  curctdioiiiSy  Fitch)  described  originally 
in  1861,  from  specimens  bred  from  Black-knot  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Beedle, 
of  St.  Catherine,  Canada  West.  Fitch  considered  this  insect  to 
be  parasitic  upon  the  Curculio,'  but  there  was  no  positive  proof 
until  1871,  when  Riley  reared  a  large  number  from  Curculio  larv». 
Fitch's  conclusion  had  meanwhile  been  contra^cted  by  other  en- 
tomolo^ts,  and  principally  by  Mr.  Walsh,  who,  in  his  report  as 
acting  State  entomologist  of  Illinois,  endeavored  to  show  that  the 
Sigalphus  was  parasitic  instead  upon  the  larvj©  of  the  little  Plum 
Moth,  Semasia  prunivora.  Riley^s  observations  upon  this  parasite 
were  very  complete.  He  half  filled  large  jars  with  pure  earth  finely 
sifted,  so  that  no  living  animal  was  left  in  it.  Into  these  jars  he 
placed  from  day  to  day  Curculio  larvae  as  they  issued  f roni  peaches, 
.  and  in  due  time  the  parasitic  flies  began  to  issue  from  the  ground 
along  with  the  perfect  Curculios.  He  learned  to  distinguish  the 
parasitized  individuals,  and  was  enabled  to  watch  the  parasitic  larvee 
reduce  its  victim  until  nothing  was  left.  After  the  Curculio  larva 
is  destroyed  the  parasitic  larva  incloses  itself  in  a  tough  yellowish 
cocoon  and  assumes  the  pupa  state,  emerging  with  the  adult  Curcu- 
lios. During  1871  Riley  states  that  three-fourths  of  the  more  early 
developed  Curcidio  larvae  were  destroyed  by  this  parasite  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Saint  Louis.  In  that  season  he  reared  and  distributed  a 
large  number  of  these  parasites  in  different  parts  of  Missouri.  This 
was  the  same  season  that  Dr.  Le  Baron  experimented  in  transporting 
the  Aphelinus  parasitic  on  the  Oyster-shell  Bark-louse  of  the  Apple, 
and  tfie  two  are  the  first  experiments  of  the  kind  recorded  as  far  as 
we  know.  Walsh  bred  what  he  considered  to  be  this  same  parasite 
from  the  Plum  Moth,  and  indeed  the  genus  Sigalphus  is  not  one  in 
which  we  notice  any  striking  uniformity  of  habit.  The  species  which 
have  been  reared  in  Europe  attack  indiscriminately  Tineid  moths 
ajid  bark  or  wood  boring  beetles,  so  far  as  observed. 

The  second  parasite  was  originally  described  by  Riley  in  1871  aa 
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Porizon  conotracheli,  and  reared  from  cocoons  sent  to  him  by  Dr, 
Trimble.  The  species  is  now  plaqed  in  the  genus  Thersilochns,  a 
genus  which  is  closely  allied  to  Porizon  and  distinguished  by  com- 
paratively unimportant  characters.  This  insect  works  in  very  much 
the  same  way  as  the  one  first  mentioned,  but  instead  of  issuing  as  an 
adult  the  same  season  it  remains  in  its  tougher  and  somewhat  darker 
cocoon  through  the  fall  and  winter,  issuing  onjy  the  following  spring. 
This  parasite  seem^  to  be  nearly  as  abundant  in  certain  sections  of 
the  country  as  the  Sigalphus,  and  probably  both  are  of  some  assistance 
to  fruit-growers.  The  nabits  of  other  species  of  the  genus  Thersilo- 
chns do  not  seem  to  be  known,  but  its  close  ally,  Porizon,  is  well 
known  as  parasitic  upon  beetle  larvsB  in  Europe.  One  species  has 
also  been  reared  from  Sose  galls ;  but  here  it  may  also  be  parasitic 
upon  some  inquilinous  beetle.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  we  nave  re- 
cently received  specimens  of  the  Thersilochus,  wnich  were  sent  to  us 
as  new  and  destructive  enemies  to  i)lums.  They  were  captured  in 
the  act  of  laying  their  eggs  in  the  fruit,  and  the  correspondent  asked 
us  whether  they  they  were  not  the  parents  of  the  wnite  worms  so 
often  found  in  plums  and  cherries!  For  figures  of  these  two  para- 
sites see  Plate  XII,  figs.  6  to  8. 

REMEDIES. 

For  nearly  a  hundred  years  the  agricultural  and  horticultural  pa- 
pers of  this  country  have  been  flooded  with  articles  ui)on  the  Plum 
Curculio  and  particiJarly  upon  remedies  for  its  injuries,  and  very- 
little  progress  nas  been  made  in  this  direction  for  many  years  until 
quite  recently.  In  1807  Dr.  James  Tilton,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  pre- 
sented a  paper  to  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agricult- 
ure, in  wliich  he  cited  many  of  the  best-known  remedies  whicn  have 
since  been  elaborated  and  worked  over  and  improved  upon  to  some 
extent.  This  paper  really  contains  the  germ  of  all  that  is  now  known 
concerning  the  remedies  for  this  insect.  For  no  other  insect,  per- 
haps, have  so  many  fallacious  and  even  ludicrous  remedies  been  pro- 
Eosed,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  this  should  be  the  case,  as  the  lif  e- 
istory  of  the  insect  was  known  with  some  degree  of  certainty  as 
early  as  the  date  we  have  mentioned. 

Preventives, — Under  this  head  We  may  mention  the  use  of  bands 
around  the  trunk  of  the  tree ;  smudges  of  gas-tar  and  other  sub- 
stances ;  the  placing  of  strongly  odoriferous  substances  in  the  tree, 
such  as  coal-tar,  camphor,  ethers,  carbolic  acid,  etc.  :  and  the  dust- 
ing or  spraying  of  the  leaves  and  fruits  with  repellents,  such  as 
lime,  soot,  ashes,  salt  and  water,  etc.  ;  the  planting  of  trees  over 
water-courses  or  small  ponds  ;  the  use  of  pavements  under  the  trees  ; 
heavy  manuring  under  the  trees ;  and,  finally,  the  planting  of  plum 
trees  among  other  fruits.  None  of  these  methods  are  of  much  avail 
as  preventives,  although  some  of  them  may  be  of  slight  effect  as  di- 
rect remedies. 

The  practice  of  using  bands  of  wool,  cotton,  or  some  adhesive  is, 
in  the  main,  the  result  of  the  supposition  that  the  female  curculio 
can  not  fly.  This  is  of  course  entirely  erroneous,  yet  it  is  an  error 
which  is  continually  occurring  in  print. 

Adhesives  painted  on  the  bark  of  the  tree  and  kept  fresh  will 
catch  an  occasional  curculio.  but  many  of  the  substances  recom- 
mended for  this  purpose  are  absolutely  dangerous  to  the  life  of  tho 
tree,  and  the  wocn  bands  are  in  reality  a  convenience  for  the  beetles, 
as  they  will  use  them  to  some  extent  for  shelter  during  cold  nights. 
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The  application  of  ill-smelling  substances  to  the  plant  and  the  use 
of  smudges  are  based  on  the  idea  that  the  insect  will  be  deterred 
from  oviposition  by  the  odors.  Both  experiment  and  our  own  obser- 
vation have  shown  that  coal-tar  and  other  malodorants  do  not  repel 
in  this  case,  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  enough  good  was  ever 
accomplished  by  their  use  to  pay  for  the  trouble  and  expense.  Mr. 
Lintner,  as  recently  as  1882,  in  his  paper  on  the  "  New  rrinciple  in 
Protection  from  Insect  Attack,"  devotes  considerable  space  to  this 
idea.  This  paper  in  the  main  is  devoted  to  proving  what  is  gener- 
ally admittea,  tnat  insects  possess  a  sense  of  smell,  while  he  ci^s  no 
actual  experience  or  observations  in  support  of  the  practical  value 
of  repellents.  Theoretically,  this  remedy  seems  valuable,  and  unques- 
tionably there  have  been  instances  in  which  immunity  from  th^Cur- 
culio  seemed  to  havQ  been  produced  by  repellents ;  but  in  all  cases 
which  have  come»to  our  knowledge  careful  inquiry  developed  other 
causes. 

With  regard  to  the  dusting  of  lime  saturated  with  carbolic  acid 
upon  the  trees,  a  remedy  which  has  been  recommended  in  more  than 
one  article  upon  the  subject,  we  may  state  that  we  have  had  it  thor- 
oughly tested  by  Mr.  Alwood,  without  beneficial  effects.  A  heavy 
lime- wash  has  been  shown  to  be  to  some  extent  a  protection,  but  its 
applicati6n  with  sufficient  care  to  be  a  good  preventive  would  really 
amount  to  coating  every  plum  with  the  wash. 

The  planting  of  trees  over  water  resulted  from  the  idea  that  the 
instinct  of  the  female  beetle  would  deter  her  from  laying  her  eggs  in 
situations  where  her  offspring  would  be  likely  to  perish,  but  this  idea 
has  proved  to  be  fallacious  in  practice,  as  the  beetles  will  oviposit  as 
freely  in  plums  in  such  situations  as  in  any  other.  This,  however, 
as  a  direct  remedy  is  unquestionably  of  some  avail,  as  the  stung  fruit 
dropping  in  the  water  causes  the  death  of  the  contained  larvae  in 
perhaps  the  great  maj^ority  of  them,  and  where  no  other  fruit  occurs 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  much  good  may  result  to  the  particular 
trees.  It  is  pr-^ctised  to  the  present  day  by  Admiral  Ammen,  of 
Ammendale,  Md.,  near  Washington. 

Dr.  Tilton,  in  the  paper  previously  mentioned,  suggests  the  use  of 

Lavements  under  plum  trees,  without,  however,  giving  his  reasons, 
he  same  idea  was  proposed  fifty  years  later  and  created  a  great  deal 
of  discussion,  and  a  particular  kind  of  pavement  was  invented  by 
the  Hon.  James  Mattnews,  and  his  invention  was  investigated  by  a 
committee  from  the  New  York  Agricultural  Society,  and  by  the 
editor  of  the  Country  Oentleman,  with  a  view  of  securing  for  the 
inventor  a  recompense  for  the  remedy  should  it  prove  successful. 
Nothing,  however,  came  of  it  and  the  whole  matter  was  dropped. 
Mr.  N.  Longworth,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  wrote  a  great  deal  at  this 
time  in  support  of  this  remedy,  and  his  idea  was  that  the  "  safety  of 
the  pavement  arose  from  the  instinct  of  the  insect.  It  will  rarely 
deposit  its  eggs  over  a  pavement,  as  the  young,  when  they  fall  from 
the  tree,  can  not  secure  winter  quarters  m  the  earth.  The  mother 
feels  too  strong  an  interest  in  the  children  to  subject  them  to  such  a 
fate."  The  idea  arose  undoubtSdlv  from  the  fact  that  such  pave- 
ments occur  naturally  only  where  they  are  continually  walked  over, 
and  the  comparative  immunity  of  such  trees  is  due  as  much  to  dis- 
turbance ana  motions  of  pedestrians,  which  the  Curculio  avoids,  as 
to  the  fact  that  the  trees  are  not  restocked  from  insects  which  have 
bred  upon  them. 
AG  88 5 
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The  protection  of  what  are  called  gaivlew  plums  from  injury  by 
interspersing  them  with  native  plums  has  rocei  ved  considerable  notice 
lately,  and  chieflv  through  Mr.  D.  B.  Wier,  formerly  of  Lacon,  III,  a 
well-known  fruit-grower  and  writer.  Mr.  Wier  argues  this  matter 
at  considerable  length  in  Bullet  in  14  of  this  Dvision,  and  has  since, 
in  his  private  communif^ations,  sent  ns  cor.siderable  confirmatory 
testimony  from  other  fruit-growers.  Adverse  testimony,  however, 
is  not  wanting,  as  will  be  shown  later.  Mr.  Wier's  experience,  how- 
ever, is  so  extensive,  and  his  facilities  for  observation  are  so  great, 
that  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  i)eilher  in  this  bulletin  nor  else- 
where has  he  published  exact  data  upon  wliicli  a  clear,  exact,  scien- 
tific statement  can  be  based.  Fallacies  in  liis  arguTncDt  are  j)oiuted 
out  by  Riley  in  the  introduction  to  the  bulletin  mentioned  and  in 
foot-notes.  We  consider  Mr.  Wier's  thesis  as  unproNen,  aiul  simply 
mention  it  here  in  its  proper  place,  as  it  receives  fuller  treatment  at 
the  end  of  the  article. 

Direct  Remedies. — Under  this  head  we  shall  discuss  all  measures 
for  entrapping  or  capturing,  by  jarring  as  well  as  poisoning,  the 
parent  insect  and  all  measures  designed  to  destroy  the  larva^.  The 
direct  remedies  have  all  been  summed  up  by  Riley  in  his  Misliouri 
Reports.  The  one  advance  which  has  been  miide  since  their  publica- 
tion is,  perhaps,  the  application  of  arsenical  poisons  to  the  tree,  with 
the  idea  of  killing  the  beetle  while  feeding.  This  is  considered  at 
the  end  of  the  other  remedies. 

Trapping, — Trapping  the  beetles  when  thev  first  appear  in  the 
spring  b^  clearing  all  miscellaneous  i^ibbish  from  under  the  treea 
and  placing  chips,  bits  of  boards,  or  anything  easily  handlcl  which 
will  afford  them  slif^iter,  has  been  quite  extensively  practiced.  This 
was  at  one  time  proclaimed  by  Mr.  Ransom,  of  Saint  JoBe])h.  Mo., 
and  others,  as  the  great  remedy  which  was  surely  to  exterminate  the 
Curculio.  It  is  mentioned  in  Kile Vs  reports  as  'Hhe  Ran^pm  chip- 
trap  process."  The  earliest  recorded  mention  of  this  remedy  noted 
by  Kiley  is  in  Moore's  Rural  New  Yorker  for  January  28,  1805.  in  a 
communication  from  Mrs.  H.  Wier,  of  Johnson ville,  N.  Y.  Riley 
visite<l  Mr.  Ransom  at  Saint  Joseph  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
more  closely  into  this  Curculio  remedy  and  found  that,  while  with 
unusual  perseverance  and  great  care  in  sotting  his  trajjs  Mr.  Ransom 
captured  a  great  number  of  Curculios,  yet  at  the  same  time,  even 
under  his  trees,  a  number  of  stung  and  fallen  fruit  indicated  '*  too 
plainly  that  there  is  no  hope  of  extermination  by  the  chip  plan  alone." 
The  successful  use  of  this  remedy  is  governed  almost  entirely  by  the 
temperature.  So  long  as  the  nights  are  cool  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  neetles  will  find  their  way  under  the  traps,  but  as  the  nights  grow 
warmer  the  number  will  dwindle  greatly.  Under  this  head  we  may 
quote  a  little  table  prepared  by  Dr.  E.  S.  Hull,  of  Alton,  111.,  and 
snowing  the  results  of  the  chip-trap  process  in  comparison  with  the 
jarring  method  to  be  treated  in  the  next  section,  the  ''Curculio 
catcher"  invented  by  himself  being  used  for  the  jarring  :* 

When  we  arrived  at  home  from  our  Michigan  trip,  Curculios  had  been  at  work  in 
our  ^"ounds  alx)ut  tweiity-ft  ve  day  a.  We  were,  on  that  account,  at  least  that  num- 
ber (k  daVB  too  late  to  faiiir  to:".t  the  value  of  Mr.  Ransom's  discovery  for  this  lati- 
tude. But  that  we  miglit  know  with  resj^ect  to  its  merits  in  our  warmer  climate, 
as  a  means  of  exterminating  or  capturing  such  Curculios  as  yet  remained  in  the 
orchard,  or  those  wliirli  cam**  in  from  the  fon»st  or  surrounding  orchards,  we  at 
once  selected  five  of  our  Inrircsl  X«'ctarint^  Iroes  in  fniit. 

*"  *See  Trans.  111.  State  Hort.  Soc.,  1870,  pp.  228-239. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  THE  ETTrOMOLOGIST.  67 

The  trees  we  selected  wore  those  most  exjK)aed  to  injects  coniinp:  in  from  other 
points.  Tlie  necessarj'^  preiKiratioii  of  the  ground  wa^  made,  by  removing  all  rub- 
Dish  under  which  the  insects  crouUl  sf^tirett^  Iheinsehv.i,  and  by  perfectly  leveling 
and  smoothing  the  earth  under  tri<*  trf<^'s,  and  especially  around  tliestem  of  the  trees, 
80  as  to  leave  no  lumps  of  earth,  or  cracks,  or  crevices  under  or  in  wliich  a  Curculio 
could  secrete  itself.  This  done,  w<»  surrounded  the  stem  or  trunk  of  each  tree  with 
corn-cobs,  pieces  of  bark,  etc.,  placing  these  so  the  edges  next  to  the  trees  should 
touch  the  trunks,  and  pressed  them  down  gently  into  the  earth  so  as  to  leave  only 
amall  openings  under  them  into  which  the  msects  could  enter. 
Now  for  results : 

May  29.  OurcuHos  taken  under  trap 0 

29.  On  Curculio  catcher 68 

81.  Taken  under  traps 0 

31.  On  Cinrculio  catcher 88 

31.  Cloudy  and  rainy  a  little. 

31.  Under  traps,  Pliun  Curculio 2 

81.  Under  traps,  Apple  Ciu-culio 8 

31.  On  Curcuno  catcher 41 

JiHie  1.  Taken  under  traps,  Apple  Curculio 3 

1.  Plum  Curculios,  on  Curculio  catcher 68 

1.  On  two  corn-cobs,  laid  together  in  forks  of  tree 1 

8.  Taken  under  traps,  Plum  Curculio 1 

2.  Apple 4 

3l  On  Curculio  catcher 109 

The  catcher  was  run  about  7  o'clock  each  mcHTiing,  and  the  traps  were  examined 
at  5,  at  noon,  and  again  between  6  and  7  each  evemng. 

Jarring, — Jarring  the  trees  to  catch  the  beetles  is  one  of  the  oldest 
direct  remedies  known.     It  is  founded  upon  the  habit  whieh  the 
beetles  have  when  alarmed,  of  folding  their  legs  and  dropping  from 
the  tree  as  if  dead.     In  the  ai'ticle  by  Dr.  Tilton,  previously  referred 
to,  is  a  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  this  remedy  wa^  first  dis- 
covered, and  as  the  article  seems  to  have  been  unfamiliar  to  later 
writers  we  consider  it  worth  repeating.     **  Besides,  the  Curculio  is 
very  timid,  and  when  frightened  by  tne  cattle  rubbing  against  the 
tree  or  otherwise,  their  manner  is  to  fold  themselves  up  in  a  little  ball 
tod  fall  to  the  ground,  where  they  may  be  tramplea  and  devoured 
by  the  stock,  poultry,  etc.    Col.  T.  Forest,  of  Germantown,  having 
a  fine  plum  tree  near  his  pump,  tied  a  rope  from  the  tree  to  his  pump 
handle,  so  that  the  tree  was  gently  agitated  every  time  there  was  oc- 
casion to  pump  water.     The  consequence  was  that  the  fruit  of  this 
tree  was  preserved  in  the  greatest  perfection."    This  indicates  that 
the  jarring  remedy  was  known  at  least  prior  to  1807,  and  it  haa  con- 
tinued until  the  j)resent  time  to  be  one  of  the  best  remedies  known. 
In  1832  Mr.  David  Thomas  published  a  statement  in  the  Genesee 
Farmer   ^Vol.  II,  pp.  155,  156,  June  7,  1832)  describing  the  capture 
of  Curculios  by  shaking  the  trees  and  catching  them  on  sheets  kept 
exclusively  for  the  purpose  as  '*  commonly  practiced."    Three  days 
afterwards  he  published  the  statement  that  jarring  the  tree  was 
the  more  eflBcacious.     In  the  Cultivator  for  August,  1851,  he  gives  in 
detail  his  method  of  procedure,  stating  that  ho  had  adopted  the  plan 
of  atriking  a  short  stump  of  the  sawed-off  limb  with  an  ax.     He  ad- 
vises that  the  striking  be  done  in  the  cool  of  the  morning.     Dr.  I. 
P.  Trimble,  in  his  "Insect  Enemies  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Trees,"  pub- 
lished in  1865,  gives  a  lengthy  accoimt  of  his  experiences,  and  says 
that  the  only  safe  and  effective  method  is  jarring.     He  used  a  large 
sheet  spreacl  open  by  a  large  stick  at  each  end  and  with  a  slit  of  half 
ita  length.     He  jarred  each  limb  separately  with  a  padded  mop-stock. 
Dr.  E.  8.  Hull,  of  Alton,  111.,  in  1868  and  1869,  brought  the  jarring 
i&ethod  into  popular  notice  bv  a  patented  device  for  jarring  the  trees 
and  catching  the  beetles.    Tliis  was  a  great  hopper-like  canvas  ar- 


Digitized  by  VjUOQIC 


68  BEPORT   OP  THE   OOM3fI8SIOKER   OF   AGRICULTURE. 

ranged  on  a  long-handled  wheelbarrow.  The  canvas  was  slit  in  front 
to  admit  the  body  of  the  tree,  and  the  hopper  had  a  heavy  piece  of 
timber  over  the  wheel,  which  was  to  butt  against  the  tree.  This  de- 
vice was  rude  but  rather  successful,  and  from  it  several  others  were 
developed,  the  most  successful  of  which  are,  perhaps,  the  ones  made 
by  S.  M.  Ward,  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  and  a  very  similar  one  by 
the  Brown  Brothers,  large  plum-growei's,  near  Norwalk,  Ohio.  They 
differed  from  Dr.  Hull's  apparatus  in  being  mounted  upon  two  wheels. 
The  hopper  of  the  Brown  machine  is  of  canvas,  and  they  both  have 
boxes  at  the  bottom  into  which  the  Curculios  roll  when  they  are  jar- 
red down.  This  box  is  opened  and  closed  at  pleasure  by  a  lever,  and 
is  certainly  an  improvement  on  the  plan  of  mashing  the  beetles  after 
iarring  each  tree,  as  the  box  can  be  removed  and  the  beetles  crushed 
by  wholesale  when  necessary.  In  the  Ohio  Farmer  for  February  17, 
1875,  it  is  stated  that  one  man  jarred  1,400  trees  in  eight  hours  with 
the  Brown  machine,  and  that  three  men  jarred  2,000  trees  twice  a 
day.  Mr.  Ward  used  a  mallet  for  striking  the  tree  and  the  Browns 
used  a  long  stick  with  a  crook  which  was  hooked  over  the  long  limbs 
and  quickly  jerked. 

The  addition  of  two  wheels  to  the  machine  was  undoubtedly  an 
improvement,  and  the  jarring  of  the  trees  with  a  mallet  or  crooked 
cane,  of  course,  can  be  more  successfully  done  than  with  a  bumping 
arrangement  upon  the  barrow. 

The  early  method  of  using  a  sheet  spread  upon  the  ground,  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Thomas  in  1831,  is,  with  slight  modifications,  in  use 
to-day,  and  some  of  the  best  growers  desire  nothing  better  than  a 
muslin  canvas  carried  by  hand  and  a  mallet  to  jar  the  trees. 

The  simplest  possible  canvas  is  made  by  cutting  strips  of  ordinary 
heavy  muslin  8  or  10  feet  long  or  according  to  size  of  tree,  and  sew- 
ing together  four,  six,  or  more  widths  as  may  be  needed,  leaving  the 
central  seam  open  to  the  middle  of  the  canvas.  This  is  easily  drawn 
around  the  tree  and  answers  every  purpose.  It  will  stay  in  place 
better  if  a  light  rod  or  bar  is  fastened  along  two  sides.  But  the  form 
of  canvas  which  Mr.  J.  J.  Thomas  considers  best  suited  for  this  pur- 
pose is  a  piece  of  heavy  muslin  sufficiently  large  for  one  side  of  a 
tree,  along  the  longer  ed^es  of  which  are  fastened  light  rods,  and  at 
the  middle  a  cross-bar  a  little  shorter  than  the  width  of  the  muslin. 
This  permits  a  slight  sag  in  the  cloth  which  facilitates  capturing  the 
beetles  as  they  will  thus  roll  together.  This  is  carried  on  one  arm 
by  means  of  tne  cross-bar  above  mentioned,  and  the  tree  is  jarred  by 
the  use  of  a  mallet  carried  in  the  other  hand.  With  this  canvas  but 
half  of  the  tree  is  jarred  at  a  time,  and  passing  up  the  other  side  of 
the  row  the  work  is  repeated. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  practical  use  has  demonstrated  that  the 
jarring  method  is  the  most  effective  way  yet  proposed  for  destroying 
these  insects.  As  to  the  form  of  apparatus  used,  it  is  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  the  amount  of  work  to  be  performed  and  the  desires  of  the 
operator.  The  old-fashioned  method  of  jarring  onto  canvas  spread  on 
the  ground  is  quite  objectionable  because  it  is  slower,  and  the  canvas 
soon  becomes  wet  and  soiled  if  the  ground  is  damp,  which  it  very 
often  is.  For  rapid  work  with  two  men,  we  could  suggest  no  better 
cheap  apparatus  than  two  frames  such  as  Mr.  Thomas  uses,  and  then 
have  the  two  men  take  opposite  sides  of  a  row  and  jar  both  sides 
simultaneously.  We  think  that  the  results  would  be  better  in  this 
way  than  where  one  side  is  jarred  at  a  time,  as  by  the  latter  method 
doubtless  some  must  escape. 
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A  very  great  improvement  on  this  canvas  would  be  some  conven- 
ient pocket  or  receptacle  at  the  center,  holding  several  quarts,  into 
whicn  the  beetles  could  be  brushed  and  confined  until  a  large  num- 
ber had  been  caught ;  then  all  could  be  crushed  on  some  hard, 
smooth  surface,  with  a  saving  of  time  and  in  a  manner  more  pleasant 
than  the  use  of  thumb  and  finger. 

Jarring  with  a  mallet  is  a  very  successful  method  of  bringing  down 
the  beetles  if  properly  done.  The  two  methods  most  common  are  to 
saw  off  a  linab  (or  two  limbs  if  the  tree  is  large)  at  convenient 
points  for  striking  with  a  mallet,  or  to  insert  a  small  iron  pin,  three- 
eighths  to  one-half  an  inch  in  diameter,  into  the  body  up  near  the 
limbs  or  into  a  couple  of  the  larger  limbs  where  the  trees  are  large. 
These  should  be  about  3  inches  long  and  inserted  half  their  length. 
If  a  limb  is  sawed  off  it  should  be  cut  about  1^  or  2  inches  from  the 
body,  and  the  edges  jarred  off  so  as  to  leave  a  conical  surface  to  strike 
upon.  Either  of  these  methods  can  be  employed  with  little  or  no  in- 
jury to  the  tree.  The  time  of  jarring  is  a  matter  of  some  impor- 
tance, though  in  large  orchards  it  is  sometimes  carried  on  all  day. 
We  believe  that  where  orchards  can  be  gone  over  in  an  hour  or  so  it 
should  be  done  both  morning  and  evening. 

It  is  quite  uncertain  whether  more  Curculios  will  be  caught  at  one 
time  or  another,  but  at  these  times  they  will  lie  more  quietly  on  the 
canvas  than  in  the  middle  of  the  day  and  jarring  but  once  a  day  cer- 
t-ainly  gives  the  beetles  a  pretty  good  chance  to  oviposit  in  a  large 
I)ercentage  of  the  fruit. 

The  destruction  of  the  larvae  in  fallen  fruit  before  they  have  escaped 
into  the  gjround  is  a  most  important  part  of  any  rational  system  of 
dealing  with  this  pest  and  can  oest  be  done  by  gathering  and  feeding  all 
fallen  fruit  to  the  hogs,  or  better  still,  allowing  them  to  gather  it 
themselves,  where  this  can  be  done  without  injury  to  other  crops. 
The  larvsB  usually  have  not  escaped  from  the  cherries  when  they  are 
gathered  (these  seldom  ever  fall  when  infested),  but  plums  and  apples 
will  in  the  majority  of  cases  fall  before  the  larvae  have  escaped.  We 
have  before  mentioned  the  fondness  which  poultry  have  for  the  Cur- 
culio  in  all  its  stages,  and  it  should  be  here  again  stated  that  experi- 
ence has  shown  that  where  plum  trees  grow  in  a  poultry  yard,  or 
where  the  plum  orchard  can  be  inclosed  Dy  a  picket  fence  and  poul- 
try be  allowed  to  run  loose,  the  crop  of  fruit  will  almost  invariably 
be  a  good  one.  Mr.  P.  B.  FoUansbee,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  is  said  to 
have  tne  largest  nursery  in  that  vicinity,  and  to  have  always  a  crop 
of  perfect  plums,  through  following  this  method.  Other  correspond- 
ents indorse  this  plan,  and  we  notice  a  particularly  enthusiEistic 
indorsement  of  it  from  Adams  Rockwood,  of  Worcester  County, 
Mass.,  in  Farm  and  Home  for  September  1,  1887. 

Svraying  with  arsenical  Mixtures. — Testimony  as  to  the  efficacy 
of  tnis  remedy  is  variable,  but  theoretically  it  is  a  sound  one,  and  such 
experiments  as  have  been  made  indicate  that  it  will  pay  to  spray 
trees  for  this  purpose.  It  is  difficult  to  properly  credit  the  first  sug- 
gestion of  this  remedy,  but  it  is  certainly  not  so  recent  an  idea  as  is 
generally  supposed.  In  1871  it  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Q.  M. 
Smith,  of  Berlin,  Wis.,  to  the  Saint  Joseph  (Mich.)  Horticultural 
Society,  and  from  that  time  on  has  been  occasionally  suggested  in 
newspapers.  Both  entomologists  and  the  more  prominent  horticult- 
urists, however,  were  for  a  long  time  inclined  to  discredit  its  efficacy. 
Mr.  J.  Luther  Bowers,  of  Hemdon,  Va.,  informs  us  in  conversation 
that  in  the  summer  of  1880,  while  he  was  living  in  Clarke  County, 
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Va.,  he  sprayed  liis'plum  trees  with  Paris  green  in  the  proportion  of 
1  tablespoonful  of  the  green  to  5  gallons  of  water,  using  for  the 
spraying  a  Whitman  fountain  pump.  He  s])raye(i  s<:K>n  after  the 
petals  fell  and  again  in  a  Wi'ek  or  ten  days.  The  result  was  the  most 
perfect  crop  of  plums  he  had  ever  grown.  He  removed  to  California 
at  the  close  of  tlie  season  but  did  not  repeat  his  experiment,  and  for 
that  reason  the  remedy  did  not  gain  circulation  at  that  time.  From 
1884  on  the  use  of  arsenicals  for  the  Cureulio  a.ssumed  a  more  impor- 
t€Wit  aspect.  Mr.  William  Creed,  of  R<K*hester,  in  the  August  (1884) 
number  of  Purdy's  Fruit  Re  conk  i\  gave  in  general  the  results  of  a 
favorable  experience  with  Paris  grwn  against  this  insect,  and  in  the 
November  (1885)  issue  of  the  same  journal  recorded  the  complete  suc- 
cess of  the  remedy.  Riley,  in  an  address  delivered  before  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley  Horticultural  Society,  in  the  early  spring  of  1885,  at  New 
Orleaas,  in  giving  his  experience  as  to  the  feeding  habits  of  the  beetle, 
urged  experimentation  with  the  arsenicals  in  this  direction  as  jijomis- 
ing  fair  results,  though  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case  not  as  satis- 
factory as  in  the  case  of  the  Codling  Moth.  During  the  summer  of 
the  same  year  Professor  Forbes  began  a  series  or  experiments  in 
Illinois,  in  the  article  upon  the  Codling  Moth,  published  in  our  an- 
nual report  for  1887,  Mr.  Howard  has  given  in  full  Professor  Forbes's 
table  in  which  the  effects  of  Paris  green  and  London  purple  upon  the 
Plum  and  Apple  Curculios  are  given  in  connection  with  their  effect 
upcm  the  Codling  Moth.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  hia 
experiments  were  made  entirely  upon  apples.  He  shows  that  after 
spraying  with  Paris  green  in  the  proix)rtions  indicated  in  the  other 
article,  27.3  i)er  cent,  of  the  poisoned  lot  had  been  infested  by  the 
Curculios,  and  51.3  per  cent,  of  those  not  sprayed.  With  London 
purple  his  experiments  show  that  39  per  cent,  of  the  sprayed  apples 
contained  Curculios  and  48  per  cent  of  those  unsprayed.  His  con- 
clusion is :  "If  we  must  judge  from  results  thus  far  reached,  these 
various  applications  are  of  too  slight  effect  upon  the  Apple  and  Plum 
Curculios  to  make  them  worthy  of  use  against  these  insects,  Paris 
green  diminishing  Cureulio  blemishes  less  than  one-half,  London 
purple  about  one-hfth,  and  lime  not  far  from  one-fourth." 

We  tmdertook  some  experiments  through  Mr.  Alwood  during  the 
season  of  1887.     They  were  not  begun  until  after  the  Curculios  had 
«  begun  to  work.     The  following  extracts  from  his  notes  will  indicate 
the  results: 

Paris  Green  Spray. — Soon  after  the  beetles  appeared  I  became  fully  conTinced  that 
they  ate  a  considerable  amount  of  food  and  decided  to  try  poisoning  them.  Three 
trees  of  green  (Jage  variety  were  treated  May  18th  and  17th  with  Paris  gieen  at  a 
rate  of  1  pound  to  50  gallons  of  water  in  very  fine  spray. 

Some  blue  damsons  were  being  used  for  other  experiments,  but  I  regretted,  aft«r 
seeing  the  results  on  the  gages,  that  I  did  not  treat  some  of  the  damsons  with  poison. 
Frequent  observations  showed  that  the  fruit  on  the  treated  trees  was  not  being  stung 
BO  badly  as  the  others.  Much  of  the  time  a  beetle  could  scarcely  be  found  on  them. 
The  first  ^jraying  did  not  seem  to  iniure  the  foliage,  but  shoitly  after  second  treat- 
ment it  showed  decided  injury.  I  think  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  cumulative 
effects  of  the  poison.  Both  tunes  the  treatment  was  thorough,  and  coming  so  close 
together,  was  almost  like  a  double-strength  application.  The  foliage  was  badlv 
burned  and  fully  50  per  cent,  fell  off.  The  trees  were  set  very  full  of  fruit  and  mudi 
of  tiMs  withered  and  fell.  However,  fully  one-half  of  a  crop  was  matured.  There 
was  one  otlier  tree  in  the  orchard  of  this  variety,  and  it  matured  more  fruit  than 
the  other  varieties,  but  not  one-half  as  much  as  those  which  had  Iven  so  thoroughly 
treated  with  ^X)ison.  This  tree  was  set  in  spring,  as  full  as  they  were.  It  seems 
possible  from  this  notr  that  th^  gages  are  not  so  mu<*h  injured  by  Cureulio  as  other 
varieties.  Huwtver,  this  is  not  at  aU  certain.  I  am  confident*  the  curculios  eat 
enough  to  make  it  pot^sibU^  to  x>oi80u  some  of  them,  but  the  beiikefit  to  be  derived 
from  such  is  as  yet  unsettled. 
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TreatTnent  %cith  Paris  Green  uiider  Glass. — May  23,  placed  twenty  beetles  on  a 
branch  of  plum  tree  under  bell  glass,  and  sprayed  thoroughly  with  Paris  green,  1 
pound  to  50  gallons  water.  Two  hours  later  several  had  fallen  off  and  lay  on  th.^ir 
backs  at  bottom  of  glass.  Eighteen  hours,  fomteen  out**f  twenty  are  dead  and  all 
disabled.     Thirty  hours,  three  yet  alive. 

i^Iay  25,  put  two  lots  of  Curculioe  under  glass  as  before,  <fae  treated,  the  other  not. 
After  twelve  hours  seven  dead  of  lot  treated,  five  alive.  Other  lot  all  right,  all  eat- 
ing and  ovipositinjg.  Twenty-four  hours,  all  dead  in  lot  treated,  have  scarcely  eaten 
at  all.    Others  ahve  and  have  cut  and  scarred  the  fruit  badly. 

On  May  25  I  noticed  a  number  of  beetles  feeding  on  tender  water  sprouts  growuig 
around  base  erf  tnmk  erf  treee.  They  would  gnaw  along  the  side  of  a  sprout  for  the 
distance  of  one-half  to  1  inch.  Many  sprouto  bent  over  from  being  thus  weakened. 
This  was  noticed  until  Cureulias  disappeared.  The  yoimg  fruit  had  become  so  t<*\igh 
they  seemed  to  prefer  tlie  twigs.  Soon  after  the  beetles  appeared  on  the  plum  (or- 
chard they  were  also  found  in  cherry  orchard  in  great  niuiibei"s,  ovipositing  rapidly. 
On  May  17  two  rows,  seventeen  trees  each,  were  treated,  the  first  vnth  Paris  green,  1 
pound  to  50  gallons  water,  and  the  second  with  standard  kert^eene  emulsion  diluted 
fifteen  times.  The  row  treated  with  Paiis  green  seemed  to  be  much  freer  from  in- 
jury than  those  imtreated.  I  intended  to  count  the  product  of  whole  trefs.  tlius 
getting  at  some  facts  in  the  case,  but  at  picking  time  I  foimd  it  im possible  to  dt-t(^r- 
noine  accurately  all  infested  ones  wltliout  ojiening  them.  This  I  undertook  to  do 
with  three  trees  only,  one  from  each  tieatment  and  one  check  tree,  but  the  lalx)r 
lieceesary  to  do  this  was  so  great  that  I  could  not  accomplish  it  before  the  fruit 
would  apcnl,  and  was  compelled  to  give  it  up  af  t^r  counting  several  thousand  cherries. 
So  far  as  counted  the  tree  treated  with  Paris  green  showed  not  quite  16  ])er  cent,  in- 
jured— an  untreated  tree  18  per  cent. 

In  December,  1887,  we  received  from  Professor  Cook  the  following 
statement,  which  is  printed  in  the  Department  reports  of  the  Michi- 
gan Agricultural  College  : 

Paris  green  in  the  proportion  of  1  tablewpoonful  to  6  gallons  of  water  was  very 
thoroughly  s-prayed  upon  four  plum  trees  May  18.  The  petals  had  all  fallen,  but 
the  dried  caWxes  still  clung  to  the  fruit.  On  August  20  the  trees  were  visited, 
wh<m  it  was  found  that  the  two  treated  trees  of  the  Wild  Goose  variety  had  dropped 
ail  their  fruit,  as  had  the  untreated  trees  of  tlie  same  kind.  Another  treated  tree  of 
a  yellow  variety  was  loa<led  with  plums,  of  which  only  15  \)eT  cent,  were  stung,  and 
those  not  badly.  The  fourth  tree  treated  was  a  purple  variety,  and  had  not  less  than 
7S  per  cent,  of  its  fruit  badly  stung. 

This  experiment  was  worthless,  as  there  is  no  record  of  check  trees 
of  the  same  variety,  although  the  experiment  upon  the  yellow  va- 
riety looks  well. 

In  Bulletin  No.  4  (second  series),  Ohio  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  Columbus,  July,  1888,  Mr.  C.  M.  Weed  records  certain  ex- 
periments upon  Cherry  which  seem  to  have  been  made  with  sufficient 
care  and  from  which  results  of  decided  value  were  obtained.  His 
summary  shows  that  on  eight  sprayed  trees  280  infested  cherries 
were  found  out  of  8,000  counted,  while  on  seven  check  trees  (unsprayed) 
i,08G  infested  cherries  were  found  out  of  7,500  counted,  giving  a  per- 
centage of  benefit  resulting  from  the  spraying  of  75. 8.  In  other 
words,  75.8  i)er  cent,  of  the  fruit  on  the  sprayed  trees  which  was 
liable  to  Curculio  damage  was  saved  by  the  treatment  with  the  poison. 
The  poison  used  was  London  purple,  one-half  pound  to  50  gallons  of 
water,  and  was  applied  with  a  Nixon  barrel  machine  and  Climax 
nozzle.  The  trees  were  thoroughly  wet  at  each  application,  and  no 
injury  to  the  foliage  was  done  except  in  the  case  of  two  trees  on  which 
the  liquid  was  forced  in  a  solid  stream.  We  reproduce  Mr.  Weed's 
summary  and  conclusions  : 

(1)  These  experiments  wore  undertaken  to  learn  what  effect  the  appUcation  of 
London  purple  and  lime  to  cherries,  soon  after  the  fruit  forms,  would  have  in  prevent- 
ing the  m juries  of  the  Plum  Curculio,  or  in  other  words,  in  lessening  the  number 
of  wormy  cherries. 

(2)  For  the  carrying  on  of  the  experiment  a  half -acre  orehai'd  of  bearing  trees 
was  set  aside,  and  a  part  of  it  treated  while  the  rest  was  left  as  a  check. 


Digitized  by  V^J 


^oogk 


73  REPORT   OF  THE   COMMISSIONER   OF   AGRICULTURE. 

(^  London  purple  was  applied  in  a  water  spray,  mixed  in  the  proportion  of  one- 
half  pound  to  50  gallons  water. 

(4)  Lime  was  applied  in  a  water  spray,  mixed  in  the  proportion  of  4  quarts  to  50 
gallons,  until  the  leaves  were  whitened. 

(5)  The  cherries  were  critically  examined  when  nearly  ripe,  and  the  exact  num- 
ber of  specimens  injiu*ed  by  the  Curculio  recorded.  In  tliis  way  22,500  cherries  were 
individually  cut  open  and  recorded. 

(6)  From  eight  trees  sprayed  thrice  with  London  purple  8,000  cherries  were  ex- 
amined, of  which  280,  or  3.5  per  cent.,  were  wormy,  while  from  seven  companion 
trees  not  treated  7,500  were  examined,  of  which  1,086,  or  14.5  per  cent. ,  were  wormy. 
This  represents  a  saving  of  ii,  or  75.8  per  cent,  of  the  fruit  liable  to  injury. 

(7)  From  two  trees  sprayed  four  times  with  London  purple  2,000  cherries  were 
examined,  of  which  69,  or  8.45  per  cent.,  were  wormy. 

(8)  Two  quarts  of  cherries  from  each  of  these  lots  were  chemically  examined  at 
the  time  of  ripening  by  Prof.  H.  A.  Weber  and  showed  no  trace  of  arsenic  in  any 
form. 

(9)  Five  trees  sprayed  four  times  with  lime  yielded  465  wormy  cherries  out  of  5,000 
examined,  while  five  check  trees  yielded  778  wormy  cherries  rrom  6,000  examined. 
The  percentage  of  the  former  was  9.3  while  that  of  the  latter  was  15.6,  which  gives 
a  percentage  of  benefit  from  the  treatment  of  40.3. 

These  experiments  seem  to  me  to  diow,  so  far  the  results  of  a  single  season's  work 
with  a  single  variety  of  cherry  can  be  relied  upon : 

(1)  That  three-foiirths  of  the  cherries  liable  to  injury  by  the  Pliun  Curculio  can 
be  saved  by  two  or  three  applications  of  London  purole  in  a  water  spray  (in  the  pro- 
portion 1  ounce  to  5  gallons  water)  made  soon  after  tne  blossoms  fall. 

(2)  That  if  an  interval  of  a  month  occurs  between  the  last  application  and  the 
ripening  of  the  fruit,  no  danger  to  health  need  be  apprehended  from  its  use.  As  a 
precautionary  measure,  however,  I  would  advise  in  all  cases,  and  especiallv  when 
there  are  few  rains  during  this  interval,  that  the  fruit  be  thoroughly  washed  before 
it  is  used. 

(8)  That  lime  is  not  so  certain  in  its  preventive  effect  as  London  purple,  saving  in 
these  experiments  only  40  per  cent,  of  the  fruit  liable  to  injury. 

Some  careful  experiments  were  made  for  ns  upon  plums  by  Prof. 
Herbert  Osborn,  our  Iowa  agent,  during  the  past  season.  He  has 
transmitted  a  report  of  the  results,  from  which  we  quote : 

The  trees  obtained  for  the  purpose,  and  which  were  the  most  available  in  loca- 
tion and  surroundings  of  anv  m  the  vicinity,  were  located  in  a  small  orchard  of  cher- 
ries, plums,  etc.,  on  the  collie  grounds.  They  were  distributed  in  three  rows,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  the  experiment  were  numbered  consecutively  for  each  variety,  as 
follows :  DeSoto,  five  trees ;  Wolf,  three  tr«es  ;  Maquoketa,  three  trees ;  Speer,  four 
trees,  and  Rollingstone,  six  trees;  in  all,  twenty-one  trees,  of  which  eleven  were 
sprayed  and  ten  left  as  checks.  They  were  so  situated  that  they  had  apparently 
about  equal  exposure  to  attack,  though  some,  near  the  ends  of  rows,  might  have 
been  suoject  to  the  first  visits  of  the  insects,  and  central  ones  possibly  less  exposed. 

The  trees  were  moderately  smaU  or  medium  in  size,  all  yoimg,  and  have  been  in 
bearing  but  a  very  few  years.  The  De  Soto  were  all  small,  7  or  9  feet  in  height, 
nearly  equal  in  size,  1,  2,  and  8  almost  of  same  size,  4  slightly  smaller,  and  5  small- 
est. All  were  set  very  full,  and  aU  produced,  for  their  size,  very  heavy  crot)s  of 
fruit.  The  Wolf  trees  were  larger,  1  and  2  quite  good-sized  trees,  8  smaller  ;  all 
set  very  full,  and  more  plums  ripened  than  the  trees  could  weU  support.  The  Ma- 
quoketa trees  were  aU  large,  of  nearly  equal  size,  8  smallest ;  all  set  very  light  and 
maturing  but  very  few  plums.  The  Speer  trees  were  about  equal  in  size,  but  set 
scarcely  any  plums,  and  after  the  first  gathering  of  some  half  dozen  plums  none 
were  taken  under  those  trees,  and  it  has  seemed  best  to  omit  them  entirelv  from  the 
record.  The  Rollingstone  trees  were  of  mediimi  size,  about  10  to  12  feet  high,  with 
heavy  tops,  and  blossomed  very  full,  but  set  only  a  very  few  pltmis,  nearly  all  of 
whicn  fell  before  maturity. 

The  spraying  was  done  with  London  purple,  after  the  formula  recommended  in 
your  instructions,  namely,  one-half  poimd  purple  to  100  gallons  of  water,  with  the 
addition  of  a  small  amount  of  soapsuds.  Tlie  Cyclone  nozzle  was  used,  and  each 
tree  was  sprayed  so  as  to  cover  every  part  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  the  spraying 
being  continued  till  the  leaves  began  to  drip.  The  first  spraying  was  on  June  1, 
when  the  plums  were  of  the  size  of  small  peas,  most  of  them  still  retaining  the 
withered  ciiljTC,  and  before  any  signs  of  injury  from  Curculios  had  been  noticed. 
No  heavy  rams  followed  this  spraying  for  a  number  of  days ;  as  there  was  a  pros- 
pect of  rain  about  eight  days  l^om  first  spraying,  the  second  £^raying  was  deferred 
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till  the  11th,  when  the  trees  were  riven  a  second  application,  the  proportions  of 
poison  and  the  method  of  spraying  being  the  same  as  for  the  first. 

'Die  first  indicationB  of  Curculios  were  noted  June  4,  when  a  very  few  plums  were 
een  with  the  characteristic  punctures  of  the  insect,  one  only  bearing  tine  crescent 
mark.  On  the  5th  several  plums  were  found  gouged,  but  no  Curculios  as  yet  to 
be  found.  On  the  6th  I  obtained  one  Curculio  (Conotrachdaa  nenuphar)  and  one 
Gouger  {Anthonomus  scutellaris,  Lee.)  by  jarring  a  tree  not  sprayed.  The  Curculio 
was  inclosed  in  a  jar  with  a  twig  of  pliuns  from  a  sprayed  tree  and  the  following 
day  had  punctiured  and  marked  one  of  the  plums,  but  no  eggs  were  to  be  found. 
On  the  8tn  the  puncturing  had  been  continued  and  one  egg  was  found.  The  Cur- 
culio was  still  active,  and  during  the  afternoon  was  transferred  to  a  jar  with  a  twig 
from  a  tree  not  sprajed.  On  the  9th  it  had  continued  puncturing  plums  and  was 
still  active  and  contmued  so  for  some  days,  making  a  number  of  crescent  marks  and 
punctures,  but  no  more  eggs  were  found.  On  the  14th  it  was  given  another  sprayed 
twig  and  kept  upon  it  for  two  or  three  days,  but  it  lived  afterward  till  the  2l8t. 
Another  Curculio  was  captured  (June  12)  on  a  sprayed  tree  eating  the  surface  of  a 
plum,  and  was  confined  upon  unsprayed  plmns.  It  remained  active  till  the  28d  of 
June.  A  Gou^r  ooUectea  June  12  from  tree  not  sprayed  was  confined  on  sprayed 
plums.  After  it  had  made  numerous  punctures  in  tnese  plums  it  was  kept  on  plums 
not  sprayed  and  hved  till  June  26.  Another  Gouger,  collected  June  14  on  trees  not 
8praved,wa8  kept  for  a  time  on  sprayed  plums,  afterward  on  plums  not  poisoned,  and 
hved  many  days  longer  than  the  others,  ^but  was  dead  on  my  return  from  a  short 
absence  in  the  early  part  of  July. 

While  these  observations  are  not  very  positive  they  show,  if  anything,  that  the 
insects  are  able  to  continue  their  work  for  some  days  after  having  fed  upon  poisoned 
fruit.  It  is,  of  course,  difficult  to  tell  at  what  time  they  have  secured  a  sufficient 
amoimt  of  poison  to  prove  fatal.  The  Gougers  will  evidently  procure  less  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  plum,  where  the  poison  rests,  than  the  Curculio,  especially  when  the  latter 
is  gouging  out  the  orescent  marks. 

But  few  examples  were  found  to  experiment  with  in  this  direction,  as  Curculios 
were  at  all  times  scarce,  and  to  have  shaken  the  trees  to  obtain  specimens  would 
manifestly  have  vitiated  the  results  of  comparison  to  determine  the  efficacy  of  the 
spraying.  Punctures  upon  the  plums  were  very  few  up  till  the  16th  to  20th,  after 
which  they  were  for  a  tune  more  noticeable. 

As  soon  as  plums  began  to  fall  after  the  Ciurculios  had  commenced  their  work  I 
gathered  them  every  few  days,  opened  and  examined  each  plum,  recorded  the  num- 
ber fallen  under  each  tree,  the  number  punctured,  and  the  number  containing 
larvsB  or  positive  evidence  of  the  ^owth  of  a  larva.  For  the  specimens  gathered 
in  early  August,  however,  it  was  unpossible  in  many  of  the  plums  to  distinguish 
mere  punctures  of  Curculios  from  otner  injuries,  since  a  lajrge  proportion  of  these 
were  attacked  by  a  rot  which  obliterated  such  evidence,  though  it  did  not  prevent 
detection  of  larvas  or  their  work.  The  record  for  fruit  simply  punctured,  out  not 
containing  larvsB,  is  therefore  given  for  only  the  fallen  fruit  previous  to  August  1, 
and  for  the  ripened  fruit  collected  in  early  September,  and  is  stated  simply  m  per- 
centages. AU  possible  care  was  taken  in  collecting  and  examing  the  plums,  all 
being  gathered,  opened,  and  examined  by  myself,  and  the  record  I  believe  to  be  as 
nearly  free  from  source  of  error  as  possible  in  a  field  experiment.  Of  the  ripened 
fruit  on  the  DeSoto  and  Wolf  trees,  ail  the  fruit  on  certam  branches  was  examined, 
representing  for  the  DeSoto  about  half  of  all  on  the  tree  at  the  time,  and  for  the 
Wolf  about  one-third  of  all. 

'^  I  have  given,  in  the  following  tables,  the  record  for  each  tree,  giving  number  of 
plums  from  each  tree,  number  of  larvae,  per  cent,  infested  witii  l^yss,  and  also  the 
per  cent,  of  plums  from  each  tree  examined  that  were  punctured  or  gouged  by  Cur- 
culio or  Gouger. 

DeSoto  plum,  five  trees,  2,688  plimis  examined. 

Trees  numbered  1,  2,  8,  4,  and  5.    1,  8,  and  5  sprayed ;  2  and  4  left  as  checks. 


Tree  No. 

Plums  examined. 

No. 

Contained 
larvae. 

Percent, 
infested. 

Percent, 
stung. 

t 

Before  ripe 

880 

164 

22 

11 

6.87 
6.71 

96.11 

S 

Ripe,  or  nearly  so 

48.24 

WhnlA  ni^TinhAr 

484 

38 

0.86 

88.16 

Before  ripe 

t 

811 
150 

86 
10 

11.56 
6.66 

87.80 

Ripe,  or  nearly  so 

68.96 

461 

40 

9.96 

44.28 

• 
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Tree  No. 
8 

4 .-. 

"5 

f, 8,  and  6 

! 
tm>A4.. 


FlUSM  o-yJMTUTKWi. 

ig_       Contained 
*^-    ,     larvae. 

291                 16 

119                  17 

Per  cent, 
infested. 

6.15 
14.28 

Per  cent. 

stun*?. 

BeCc»^  ripe 

18  91 

BXp&t  or  nearly  so 

63  08 

Whole  munber    ,  . 

410                  82 

7.80 

80  74 

Before  ripe 

Blpe,  ornearly  so 

008                   f» 
279                   25 

6.51 
8.96 

26.57 
77  44 

iVhoti^fiMmbw, 

7m  \                M 

8.73 

46  60 

Before  rqie 

298  1                  9 

3.02 
8.25 

26  50 

Ripe,  or  nearly  ao 

€8.07 

W^ole  pu'pb^s". 

1,675  1                 18 

8.13 

47  48 

Before  ripe 

909  1                 40 
681  1               87 

8.86 

SS  98 

Ripe,  or  ueariy  so 

6  44 

Whole  miinh^T 

1,490  ;                83 

5.87 

88.66 

Beforo  ripe 

Bipe,  or  nearly  so 

819  j                64 
420  '                85 

7.81 
8.18 

80. « 
88.71 

miole  number « 

1,248  I                99 

7.98 

46  71 

There  ia  heare  a  perceptible  result  in  favor  of  the  sprayed  tree6.  showing  in  botb 
tlie  amount  of  damage  oy  puncturing.  Mid  in  the  number  infested  with  htrvse  ;  in 
the  latter  case,  the  sprayea  trees  showing  80  per  cent,  lees  of  larvee  than  the  che^EB. 

Wolf  plum,  three  trees,  4,062  plums  examined. 

Trees  numbered  1,  2,  and  8.     1  and  3  sprayed,  2  left  as  check. 


TraeKo. 


lands.. 


PhuM  exanlned. 

No. 

1,310 
801 

larvae. 

88 
11 

Percent, 
infested. 

Par  coat. 

stung. 

Befon  r^ 

6.19 
8.66 

84.88 

Ripe,  or  nearly  tto 

17.  M 

Wh<^  number 

1,611 
228. 

79 

4.90 

80  8t 

Before  ripe 

105 
10 

8.97 

4.88 

86.11 

B4)e,  or  nearly  so 

22.61 

Whole  number 

.  1,406 

686 
860 

1,046 

1,996 
661 

115 

8.18 

88.88 

Before  ripe 

27 
6 

8.98 
1.T7 

86.28 

Ripe,  or  nearly  so  

14.56 

Whole  nuiiU)er 

88 

95" 
17 

8.15 

81.78 

Before  ripe                 

4.75 
2.W 

80.97 

Ripe,  or  neariy  so , 

16.20 

Whole  Dumber 

2,657 

112 

4.21 

87.16 

In  thin  case  the  effect  of  spraying  is  much  more  perceptible  in  the  less  number  at 
larree  than  in  the  reduction  of  puncture^,  for  while  nearly  as  many  plums  were 
stimg  on  sprayed  as  unsprayed  trees,  only  a  httlc  more  than  half  as  manv  were  f  oimd 
to  contain  lai-va?,  the  spraying  prev^iting  48.55  ner  cent,  of  the  oamage  that 
would  have  been  expected  on  t&  trees  sprayed  if  attacked  in  same  proportion  as  the 
check. 


Maqiioketa  plum,  three  trees,  164  plums  examined, 
Trees  numbered  1,  2,  and  3.     No.  2  sprayed,  1  and 


[  8  left  as  checks. 


Tree  No. 

Before  ripe . 

Plums  examined. 

No. 

54 
41 
69 
128 

larvsB. 

Percent, 
infested. 

Percent, 
stung. 

I 

16 
20 
88 

48 

27.77 
48.97 
47.97 
89.02 

76  81 

2 

90.88 

8 

98.75 

lands... 

86.04 
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The  lesutt  here  is  favorable  to  the  checks,  which  must  of  course  be  accidental.  Tlie 
niunber  of  plums  examined  was  too  few  to  make  the  results  in  any  case  of  much 
Yaloe. 

BoUiugstone  ploiii,  six  trees,  103  plums  examined. 

IVeee  numbered  1,  2,  8,  4,  5,  and  6.  Nob.  1,  3,  and  5  spmyed  ;  Nos.  2,  4,  and  6 
diecks. 


Tree  No. 

Flums  examined. 

No. 

Contained 
iarvte. 

Per  cent, 
infested. 

Per  cent, 
stung. 

4 
5 
9 
0 
87 
80 
50 
6S 

1 
8 
6 
6 
SO 

2a 

8S 

96 
60 
67 
«7 
54 
69 
54 
00 

50 

80 

88.88 

100 

88 

60.67 

1,8,  and  5 

83.86 

8, 4,  and  6 

67.74 

These  show  a  greater  amount  of  puncturing  but  a  less  nimiber  of  larvas  for  the 

2>raydd  trees,  and  are  thus  in  a  slight  degree  favorable  to  the  spraying  as  destruo- 
ve  to  the  Cureulio,  but  the  number  of  plums  examined  is  too  amall  to  give  the 
record  much  if  any  value,  and  both  this  and  the  preceding  table  are  given  rather 
as  showing  the  extent  to  which  larvae  develop  in  these  varieties  than  as  furnishing 
positive  evidence  either  for  or  against  the  efficacy  of  spraying. 

Combining  the  entire  count  oFall  varieties,  and  we  nave  for  the  sprayed  trees  a 
final  of  S2.%  per  cent,  punctured  or  stung,  and  5.71  per  cent,  containing  larvas, 
against  a  finid  of  41.86  per  cent,  stung  and  10.39  per  cent,  containing  larvsB  for  the 
<£eck  trees. 

The  prc^Knrtion  of  pioms  injured  in  this  orchard  was  evidently  ao  small  that  there 
woi^  be  no  profit  in  f«>rayiag,  though  it  can  not  be  said  but  that  CurcuUos  were 
IdHed  on  the  poisoned  trees  that  otherwise  would  have  laid  eggs  upon  both  sprayed 
and  check  trees  and  thus  have  produced  great  damage.  It  is  possible,  also,  that  a 
stronger  solution  of  London  purple  would  have  produced  more  decided  results. 
The  foliage  was  not  injured  in  the  lexist,  and  I  think  a  solution  one-half  stronger 
laigbt  have  been  used,  at  least  for  the  second  spraying,  without  injury.  It  mi^it 
also  be  worth  while  to  spray  tbree  times,  at  intervals  of  six  days. 

JHerbert  Osborn. 

Mr.  Edwin  Yenowine,  of  Edwardsville,  Ind.,  reported  to  our  agent, 
Mr.  Webster,  the  result  of  spraying  his  plum  trees  with  Paris  green 
in  the  proportion  of  half  a  pound  of  the  green  to  a  ban^el  of  wa^r 
last  season.  He  had  the  most  perfect  success,  but  gives  few  details. 
One  Wild  Goose  tree  standing  m  his  yard  on  grass  was  treated  and 
the  fruit  was  perfect.  Two  others  of  the  same  variety  standing  in  a 
chicken-yard  were  not  sprayed  and  the  fruit  was  ^*  all  stung."  Two 
other  trees  resembling  tne  Blue  Gage,  which  stood  in  his  yard  and 
the  frtdt  of  which  had  alwavs  before  been  stung,  were  sprayed  with 
the  Paris  green  mixture  ana  bore  a  heavy  crop. 

We  leajTi  from  the  Prairie  Farmer  of  August  11,  1888,  that  Profes- 
sor Forbes  has  been  experimenting  further  in  this  direction  during 
the  past  season  on  Peacn,  Plum,  and  Cheity,  and  that  he  has  found 
it  practicable  to  destroy  the  Cui'culios  with  1  pound  of  London  pur- 
ple to  100  gallons  of  water.  One  to  50  injured  the  foliage  and  1  to 
200  did  not  kill  the  Cureulio.  The  details  of  his  experiments  are  not 
yet  published  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  but  he  doubtless  has  the  best 
grounds  upon  which  to  base  so  broad  a  statement. 

The  testimony  which  we  have  so  far  given  is  all  favorable  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  to  the  use  of  the  arsenical  sprays  against  the 
Cureulio.  The  remedy  has  had  to  make  its  way  to  popular  favor 
against  great  odds,  and  so  many  i)ersons  have  taken  part  in  placing 
it  before  the  public  that  it  is  useless  to  attemi)t  to  give  any  one  indi- 
vidual particular  credit.  The  successful  use  of  arsenical  mixtures 
against  the  Canker  Worm  and  the  Codling  Moth  has  done  away  with 
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a  great  part  of  whatever  fear  of  the  poisonous  nature  of  these  sub- 
stances existed,  and  the  objectors  to  its  use  have  been  for  the  most 
part  those  who  were  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  habits  of  the  in- 
sect and  who  decried  the  use  of  this  remedy  as  inconsistent  with  what 
they  knew  of  these  habits.  There  have  been,  however,  unsuccessful 
experiments,  and  these  have  doubtless  had  their  effect  in  deterring 
other  experimenters.  For  example,  the  Country  Gentleman  for  De- 
cember 2,  1886,  -contained  the  following  paragraph  : 

Paris  Oreenfor  Cureulio, — The  various  reports  which  have  been  made  from  the 
experiments  of  the  present  year  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  arsenic  in  any  form  is 
of  little  vahie  against  the  Cureulio.  The  insect  works  inside  the  fruit,  and  the  egg 
is  laid  beyond  the  reach  of  thepoison,  or  at  best  the  spraying  affects  only  a  part  of 
them.  A  report  made  by  G.  W.  Trowbridge  to  the  Ohio  Horticultural  Society  on 
this  subject  is  a  fair  sample  of  many  others.  He  stated  that  he  had  experimented 
for  two  years.  The  first  year  he  tried  Paris  green,  the  next  London  purple;  in  one 
instance  with  two  applications  and  in  the  other  with  three  as  soon  as  the  blossoms 
were  off.  No  effect  was  produced  on  the  Cureulio,  but  the  poison  was  perfectly 
effectual  in  the  Codling  Moth.  President  Ohmer  did  not  think  arsenic  would  affect 
the  Cureulio.  O.  W.  Aldrich  had  tried  London  purple,  a  heaped  teaspoonful  to  3 
gallons  of  water,  at  a  cost  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a  tree. 

On  the  whole  the  remedy  is  one  which  is  a  desirable  addition  to  our 
list,  although  it  will  never  become  so  great  a  success  as  the  applica- 
tion of  these  poisons  for  the  Codling  Moth,  and  for  two  reasons:  (1) 
The  egg  is  deposited  and  the  beetle  gnaws  preferably  upon  the  smooth 
cheek  of  the  fruit,  where  the  poison  does  not  so  reieidily  adhere,  and 
from  which  it  is  more  easily  washed  off;  (2)  the  larva,  eating  directly 
from  the  flap,  does  not  come  in  contact  with  the  poison  as  does  the 
larva  of  the  Codling  Moth. 

THE  SUPPOSED     IMMUNITY    OP  WILD  PLUMS    AND  MR.    WIER'S   THE- 
ORY AS  TO  ITS  CAUSE. 

As  already  stated  in  the  section  on  "preventives,"  Mr.  D.  B.  Wier, 
formerly  of  Lacon,  111.,  now  of  California,  a  well  known  fruit-grower 
and  writer,  has  claimed  in  different  publications,  and  particularly  in 
Bulletin  No.  14  of  this  Division,  that  the  cultivated  species  of  native 

f>lums,  such  as  Americana,  Chickasa,  etc.,  and  their  varieties,  Rol- 
ingstone.  Miner,  Newman,  Wild  Goose,  and  others,  are  Cureulio 
proof,  the  assumption  being  that  the  larvce  are  not  able  to  develop 
m  these  fruits.  He  states  that  but  one  egg  in  each  two  or  three  thou- 
sand deposited  ever  comes  to  maturity;  and  further,  that  the  beetle  is 
strongly  attracted  to  these  varieties  in  preference  to  all  other  fruit. 

The  conclusion  he  draws  is  that  to  cultivate  these  varieties  in  abun- 
dance would  exterminate  the  Cureulio. 

In  the  introduction  to  Bulletin  14  and  in  occasional  foot-notes  in  the 
same  bulletin  we  have  expressed  our  dissent  both  from  Mr  Wier's 
premises  and  from  the  statements  upon  which  he  bases  his  conclu- 
sions. Without  giving  exact  details,  however,  he  claims  that  his 
statements  are  based  upon  experiment,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to 
repeat  them,  except  in  a  general  way  and  to  a  certain  degree  theo- 
retically. Our  own  past  experience  has  been  that  wild  plums  are 
quite  generally  affected  by  Uonotrachdus  nenuphar  and  that  the  in- 
sect readily  develops  in  them.  Plums  generally,  either  cultivated  or 
wild,  are  preferred  by  the  insect  to  peaches  ana  other  rough-skinned 
fruit,  and  we  may  say  that  it  is  also  true  that  a  certain  percentage 
(^sometimes  quite  a  large  one)  of  the  larvae  perish  in  all  kinds  of 
rruit. 

In  the  absence  of  definite  experiment  and  accurate  account  to  sup« 
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port  our  views  we  have  endeavored  during  the  past  season  to  have 
observations  made  by  certain  of  onr  agents  and  by  several  persons 
whom  We  knew  to  be  at  the  same  time  accurate  observers  and  more 
or  less  extensive  growers  of  plums.  Unfortunately  for  our  purpose, 
the  reports  from  these  individuals  have  not  all  been  received,  but 
from  those  which  have  arrived  there  is  a  perfect  concensus  of  facts 
and  conclusions  which  subvert  Mr.  Wier's  theory.  We  quote  from 
a  few  of  these  replies  : 

Mr.  F.  Lionberger,  of  New  Florence,  Mo.,  writes  under  date  of 
July  17,  as  follows. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  June  22  as  to  whether  or  not  the  larva  of  the  Cur- 
culio  is  able  to  develop  in  the  cultivated  species  of  Prunus  americana  and  Chickasa, 
I  will  have  to  report  that  upon  a  very  careful  examination  I  find  that  at  least  50 
per  cent,  of  the  eggs  deposited  in  my  Wild  Goose  plum  have  hatched  and  ruined  the 
fruit.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  fruit  and  have  based  my  calculations  on  the  > 
specimens  in  which  I  found  the  larvae  or  where  it  had  been  feeding.  Upon  tiie  wild 
plums  I  have  examined,  I  found  the  average  to  be  slightly  less.  I  have  also  made 
examinations  in  other  orchards  and  found  the  average  about  the  same. 

Mr.  Q.  C.  Brackett,  secretary  of  Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
writes  under  date  of  July  7,  1888: 

*  *  *  My  own  experience  and  observations  will  not  sustain  Mr.  Wier's  decla- 
rations in  the  least,  as  1  have  been  a  close  observer  of  this  class  of  fruit  for  years 
in  Iowa  where  the  woods  abound  with  them ;  also  in  the  thickets  skirting  the  water 
courses  of  this  State,  and  some  seasons  have  witnessed  the  total  destruction  of  a 
heavy  crop  of  fruit  by  the  insect  in  question.  In  cultivated  plantations  of  the  Wild 
Groose,  Miner,  and  several  other  sorts  of  the  Chickasa  family,  both  on  my  own  farm 
and  others  which  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  in  this  State,  I  have  not  dis- 
covered any  material  exemption  in  varieties,  and  all  varieties  have  suffered  as  much 
as  tne  Lombard  Washington  and  that  class.     »    ♦    ♦ 

Prof.  Herbert  Osbom,  of  Ames,  Iowa,  whose  report  upon  experi- 
•ments  with  arsenical  poisons  we  have  printed  in  full  in  earlier  pages, 
and  whose  careful  taoles  indicating  the  varieties  of  plums  experi- 
mented upon  and  subsequently  examined  may  be  found  in  the  same 
connection,  writes  concerning  the  Wier  theory  as  follows  : 

With  regard  to  the  development  of  the  CurcuUo  larvae  in  wild  plums  or  varieties 
recently  derived  from  wild  forms,  the  tables  already  given  will  furnish  some  hght, 
since  for  those  reported  as  containing  larvae  the  eggs  had  in  all  instances  batched, 
and  in  nearly  all  cases  the  larvae  were  well  on  their  way  to  full  development,  or,  in 
some  cases,  fully  grown  or  even  escaped  from  the  plum,  their  presence  being  indi- 
cated by  the  condition  of  the  pulp.  Tlie  infested  plums  were  placed  in  breeding 
jars,  but  since  they  had  all  been  cut  open  and  could  not  be  given  exactly  naturcu 
conditions,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they  would  mature  as  perfectly  as  under 
normal  conditions.  Moreover,  some  of  them  produced  the  common  Curculio  para- 
site, Sigalphu8  curciUionis,  Nevertheless,  a  immber  of  adult  CurcuUos  were  bred 
from  each  of  the  varieties,  at  least  three  of  which  are  closely  related  to  wild  plums. 
On  June  25  I  visited  the  timber  in  the  vicinity  and  examined  the  native  plums,  cut- 
ting open  numerous  examples  of  the  fruit  and  finding  in  very  many  cases  well-de- 
veloped larvae.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
both  Curcuho  and  Gouger  will  develop  readily  in  all  the  varieties  of  wild  plum,  al- 
though, of  course,  many  plums  will  be  stung  that  will  not  mature  the  insect,  doubt- 
less much  of  the  puncturmg  being  simply  for  food  and  no  egg  being  laid. 

The  most  elaborate  experiments  which  we  have  had  made  are  those 
of  our  affent,  Mr.  F.  M.  Webster,  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  and  these  we 
print  in  full  at  the  end  of  this  article.  They  do  not,  unfortunately, 
nave  a  very  definite  bearing  on  the  question  at  issue,  for  nearly  all 
the  varieties  with  which  he  experimented  are  of  native  stock.  So 
far  as  they  indicate  comparisons,  however,  they  show  no  difference 
in  favor  of  wild  stock. 

After  this  consideration  of  the  facts  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  ns 
to  make  further  comments. 
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EXPERIMENTS  IN  REARING  THE  PLUM  CURCULIO  (Conotrachelus  rmvur 
phar)  FROM  PLUMS  AND  OTHER  FRUITS. 

By  F.  M.  Webster. 

The  fruits  used  in  these  experiments  were  obtained  from  Tarious  sources.  A 
large  consignment  of  plums  and  nectarines  was  sent  me  by  Mr.  E.  Yenowine  of 
Edwardsville,  Tnd.,  but,  though  they  had  all  fallen  from  the  trees,  comparatively 
few  had  been  attacked  by  the  Curculio,  and  hence  the  limited  number  of  specimens 
used  in  experiments  16,  17,  18,  19,  and  90. 

A  fine  lot  of  447  plums,  of  seven  varieties,  was  sent  me  on  June  80  by  Mr.  C.  M. 
Hobbs,  nurseryman,  of  Bridgeport,  Ind.  Owing  to  a  blunder  on  the  part  of  the  ex- 
press company,  the  package  did  not  reach  me  until  two  weeks  after.  The  fruit  was 
hj  this  time  rotted  and  mouldy,  but  in  the  box  in  which  it  was  consigned  I  found 
ten  full-grown  larv»,  from  which  I  reared  seven  adults.  The  decomposed  state  of 
ttie  fruit  when  received  forbade  my  learning  the  average  number  of  punctures  per 
plum.  But  Mr.  Hobbs  stated  that  not  over  one-third  of  the  plums  on  his  trees  were 
stung  at  all,  and  the  average  would  be  lees  than  five  punctures  per  each  plum. 

The  fruit  from  Mr.  Aper*s  orchard  was  all  growing  within  an  area  of  leas  than  50 
yards  square. 

The  University  orchard  is  composed  of  young  trees,  and  these  fruited  sparingly. 
I  used  nearly  all  of  the  punctured,  fallen  fruit,  in  these  investigations.  These  ex- 
periments were  made  by  burying  ordinary  8-inch  drain  tile  vertically  in  the  earth, 
the  top  projecting  about  an  inch  above  the  surface.  The  tile  was  filled  with  soil  to 
within  an  inch  of  the  top,  including  the  sod  where  it  was  used ;  and  over  tlie  top 
of  the  tile  ordinary  wire  fly  screen  was  drawn,  and  held  in  place  by  iron  band,  fit- 
ting over  the  end  of  the  tile,  forming  a  sort  of  cap.  Within  and  on  the  surface  of  the 
inclosed  earth  the  infested  fruit  was  placed.  The  specimens  were  counted,  and  a 
record  kept  of  each  tUe.  The  final  examination  was  made  by  washing  all  of  the 
earth  contained  in  these  tiles,  through  screen  sufiiciently  fine  to  retain  either  the 
adult,  larvae,  or  pupee.    Grass  of  sod  in  tile  was  allowed  to  grow  up  as  on  outside. 

Experiment  No.  I. — ^June  13.  Ten  Rollingstone  plmns,  from  Umversitv  orchard, 
were  placed  on  sod.  Result  of  examination  on  August  23,  four  aAilts  were 
found,  all  dead. 

Experiment  No.  2.— June  15.  Twenty  Robinson  plimis,  from  University  orchard, 
placed  on  sod.    Result  of  examination  on  August  23,  two  adults,  both  dead. 

EscperitneJit  No.  3. — June  16.  Ten  Wild  Goose  plums,  from  orchard  of  8.  H.  Beck- 
ner.  Battle  Ground,  Ind.,  placed  on  sod.  Result  of  e^^amination  on  August  28,  one 
adult,  dead. 

Experimeiit  No.  4. — June  16.  Twenty  wild  plums,  from  same  orchard  as  No.  8, 
placea  on  sod.     Result  of  oxamimation  on  August  2ii,  one  adult,  dead. 

Experiment  No.  5. — Jime  19.  Twenty-one  wild  phims,  from  orchard  of  Mr.  Aper 
La  layette,  Ind.,  placed  on  sod.  Result  of  examination  on  August  28,  no  Curculio 
found. 

Experiment  No.  6. — June  19.  Twenty-one  wild  plums,  from  same  orchard  as  No.  5, 
placed  on  hard,  bare  ground.     Result  of  examination  on  August  28,  one  adult  dead. 

Experiment  No.  7. — June  19.  Thirty-nine  Wild  Gooso  plums,  from  same  orcliard 
as  No.  6,  placed  on  sod.     Result  of  examination  on  August  28,  one  adult,  dead. 

Experiment  No.  8. — June  19.  Thirty-nine  Wild  Goose  phims,  from  same  orchard 
as  No.  7,  placed  on  hard,  bare  ground.  Result  of  examination  on  August  29,  no 
beetles. 

Experiment  No.  9. — Jime  20.  Fourteen  Siberian  Crab  apples,  from  same  orchard 
aa  No.  8,  placed  on  sod.    Result  of  examination  on  August  29,  no  beetles. 

Experiment  No.  10. — June  20.  Tliirty-six  seedling  apples,  from  same  orchard  as 
No.  9,  placed  on  sod.     Result  of  examination  on  August  29,  eight  adults,  all  alive. 

Experiment  No.  11. — June  20.  Thirty-six  seedling  apples,  from  same  tree  as  No. 
10,  placed  on  hard,  bare  groimd.  Result  of  examination  on  August  29,  fourteen 
adults,  all  but  two  living. 

Experiment  No.  12. — June  22.  Thirty  Robinson  plums,  from  same  tree  as  No. 
2,  placed  on  loose  soil.  Result  of  examination  on  August  28,  eight  adults  were 
found,  all  dead. 

Experiment  No.  13. — June  23.     Thirty  Robinson  plums,  from  same  tree  as  No. 

12,  placed  on  bare,  hard  ground.     Result  of  examination  on  August  23,  eleven  adults 
were  found,  all  dead. 

Experiment  No.  14. — June  22.     Twenty  Robinson  i)lums,  from  same  tree  as  No. 

13,  piactd  on  sod.     Result  of  examination  on  August  29,  twelve  adults,  all  dead. 
Experiment  No.  15. — June  23.    Tliirty-five  Golden  Beauty  plums,  from  Univer- 
sity orchard,  placed  on  sod.     l^ult  of  examination  on  August  29,  no  beetleck 
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EocpeHment  No.  16.— June  25.  Seven  Kansas  sand  plums,  from  E.  Yenowine, 
Edwards ville,  Ind.,  placed  on  sod.  Result  of  examination  on  Au^st  29,  no  Cur- 
culio.  *. 

Experiment  No.  17. — June  25.     Six  Wild  Oooee  plums,  from  same  locality  as  No. 

16,  p&ced  on  sod.     Result  of  examination  on  August  29,  no  Curculio. 
Experiment  No.  18. — June  25.     Nine  Cliickasaw  plums,  from  same  locality  as  No. 

17,  placed  on  sod.     Result  of  examination  on  August  30,  one  adult,  living. 
]&periment  No.  19. — June  26.     Five  Blue  Gage  plums,  from  same  locality  as  No. 

18,  placed  on  sod.    RetniH  of  examination  on  August  30,  two  adults,  dead. 
Experiment  No.  20.— June  25.     Eleven  nectarines  on  sod.    Result  of  examination 

on  August  80,  no  Cureulio. 

Exfhgrimeni  No.  21.— June  26.  Six  De  Soto  plums,  from  University  orchard,  oa 
0od.    Result  of  examination  on  August  80.  no  Curculio. 

Experiment  No.  22. — July  5.  Twenty-eight  wild  plums,  from  Aper's,  same  trees 
as  No.  4,  placed  on  sod.     Result  of  examination  on  August  80,  no  Curculio. 


Experiment  No.  23. — July  5.  Thirty-two  Wild  GJoose  plums  from  Aper's,  same 
tree  ae  No.  6,  placed  on  sod.     Result  of  examination  on  August  30,  two  living  aulults. 

Experiment  No.  34.-^ulv  5.  Twenty-one  Sibeiian  Crab  apples,  from  Aper's,  same 
tree  as  No.  9,  placed  on  sod.    Result  of  examination  on  August  30,  nothing. 

Experiment  No.  25.- July  5.  Ten  late  cherries,  from  Aper's,  placed  on  sod.  Re- 
sult of  examination  on  August  30,  nothing. 

Experiment  No.  26. — July  5.  Thirty-two  seedling  apples,  from  Aper's,  same  tree 
as  NoH.  10  and  11,  placed  on  sod.    Result  of  examination  on  August  80,  nothing. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Whole  number  of  plums  used  in  experiments  (not  including  those  sent  by  Mr. 
Hobbs),  three  himdred  and  eighty -eignt ;  number  of  Curculio  reared,  forty-six,  or 
one  to  each  eight-tenths  of  twenty-three  plums. 

Of  the  three  principal  varieties  used,  the  wild  plum  gave  one  Curculio  to  every 
forty-five.  The  wild  goose  one  to  every  thirty-one  and  one-half.  The  Robinson 
nearly  one  to  every  three.  The  cherries  gave  no  adults  in  ten.  The  crab-apples 
none  in  thirty-five.  The  nectarines  none  in  eleven.  The  seedling  apples  one  to 
four  and  eight-elevenths. 

Unfortunately,  the  idea  of  counting  the  punctures  in  the  fruits  before  placing 
^le  latter"  in  the  tile  did  not  occur  to  me  until  too  late  ;  but  I  am  satisfied  tnat  the 
aTerage  would  not  be  above  irKo  punctures  per  plum. 

With  a  view  of  learning  something  of  the  fatality  to  the  eggs  and  young  larvsa, 
we  examined  a  large  number  of  plums,  the  results  of  such  examinations  being 
tabulated  bi?Iow.  I  have  there  assumed  that  each  crescent-shaped  mark  on  the  fruit 
represented  one  ^g,  although  it  is  doubtful  if  this  is  correct.  It  is,  however,  safe 
to  say  that  there  would  not  be  more  than  one  egg  in  each  cavity.  If  there  was  a 
chamber  connected  with  a  puncture,  this  was  considered  proof  of  the  egg  having 
hatched. 

Of  the  fruit  examined  and  the  results  given  below,  lot  1  was  from  same  tree  aa 
the  fruit  used  in  experiment  No.  1.  Lot  3  from  same  tree  as  fruit  used  in  experi- 
ment No.  15.  Lots  8  and  9  from  same  tree  as  experiments  2,  7,  8, 12,  13,  and  14. 
Lot  4  was  from  same  source  as  fruit  used  in  experiments  4,  5, 6,  and  22.  Lot  8  was 
from  same  tree  as  fruit  used  in  experiment  No.  21. 


Data  of  ax- 
aminatloa. 


7ulj8  . 
July  6  . 
July  6  . 
July«. 
July  6  . 
July  6  . 
July?  . 
July?  . 
July?  , 


Total. 


Variety  of  fruit.    |   Picked  or  faUen. 


HoUingstone i  Picked... 

Golden  Beauty [ do 

Bobinsoti Fallen  . . . 

Wild I  Picked... 

Wild  Gooee Fallen*.. 

...do i  Picked*. 

Bpeer  — do 

DeSoto  '....do  .... 

Robinson  .* dot... 


10 
15 
14 
25 

15 
4 
5 

15 

112 


si 


11-S5 
6-18 

12^ 
8-16 


196        83 


44 


5-21 
tt-9 
8-14 
6-22 


88-196 


8-11 
»-6 
6-12 
8-8 
26-82 
2-6 
0-6 
S^8 
1-6 


44-83 


*From  same  tree. 


t  From  same  tree  as  No.  8.  j 
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THE  FLUTED  SCALE. 

{Icerya  purchasi,  Maskell.) 

Order  Homoptera  ;  family  Coccidje. 

[Plates  vm,  ix,  x,  and  xi.] 

Considerable  interesting  matter  concerning  this  insect  has  accu- 
mulated since  the  publication  of  our  extended  article  upon  it  in  the 
annual  report  of  tnis  Department  for  1886.  We  have  published  a 
number  of  shorter  articles  since,  some  of  them  fugitive  in  their 
nature,  and  it  is  our  purpose  in  this  report  to  brin§  our  investiga- 
tion of  this  species  up  to  date.  All  facts  which  we  give  will  be  supT 
plementary  to  the  1886  report  unless  otherwise  stated,  the  report  for 
1887  containing,  aside  from  a  few  words  in  the  Introduction,  only- 
reports  from  Messrs.  Coquillett  and  Koebele  on  the  subject  of  reme 
dies.  In  the  meantime  additional  experimenting,  particularly  with 
gases,  has  been  carried  on,  other  food-plants  have  been  found,  new 
facts  bearing  upon  geographical  distribution  and  the  original  habitat 
of  the  species  have  come  to  light,  a  number  of  new  natural  enemies, 
principally  parasites,  have  been  discovered,  and  most  interesting  re- 
sults have  been  reached  by  the  study  of  the  Australian  natural  ene- 
mies of  the  pest  and  by  their  introduction  into  California. 

THE  ORIGINAL  HOME    OF  ICBRYA  PURCHASI,   AND    ITS  VALIDITY   AS 

A  SPECIES. 

The  discussion  of  the  original  home  of  the  pest  can  not  well  be 
separated  from  a  discussion  of  its  identity  or  non-identity  with  leery  a 
sacchari,  the  type  of  the  genus,  and  which  we  may  incidentally  re- 
mark is  synonymous  with  Westwood's  Dorthesia  seychellarum,  as 
will  be  shown  later.  We  shall  therefore  consider  both  questions 
under  this  section. 

In  our  1886  report  the  conclusions  at  which  we  arrived  respecting 
these  two  points  were  that  the  species  is  a  native  of  Australia,  ana 
that  it  is  distinct  from  the  sugar-cane  species  of  Mauritius.  Soon 
after  the  publication  of  this  report,  however,  other  facts  came  to  our 
notice  which  led  to  some  modification  of  opinion  upon  both  points. 
In  originally  deciding  upon  the  non-identity  of  jmrchasi  and  sacchari 
.  we  rened  almost  entirely  upon  the  fact  that  Maskell,  in  1883,  had  spec- 
imens of  both  species  before  him  for  comparison.  A  letter  which 
Mr.  Maskell  wrote  to  Mr.  Klee  in  April,  1887,  and  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Pacific  Rural  Press  for  May  7, 1887,  brought  up  anew 
the  question  of  the  accuracy  of  his  determination,  and  it  seemed  to 
us  from  the  information  which  we  then  possessed  that  the  two  species 
might  after  all  be  identical,  and  that  in  consequence  the  original  nome 
may  have  been  Mauritius  or  the  island  of  Bourbon  (Reunion).  On 
this  hypothesis  it  seemed  that  the  species  might  owe  its  comparatively 
wide  distribution  to  importation  with  sugar,  being  conveyed  particu- 
larly upon  the  draining  canes  placed  in  hogsheads  packed  for  exporta- 
tion. Our  reasons  for  this  partial  conclusion  we  published  at  leng^th  in 
the  Pacific  Rural  Press  for  June  11, 1887,  and  subsequently  reprinted 
the  article  in  Bulletin  15  of  this  Division,  pages  27-33  (issued  Au- 
gust 18, 1887),  mentioning  them  also  at  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  held  at  Manchester  in 
August,  1887. 

During  the  summer  of  1887  and  the  winter  of  1887-'88,  by  corre- 
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flpondence  and  personal  investigations  in  Europe,  we  were  able  to 
throw  new  light  upon  both  questions.  These  results  we  summed  up 
in  an  article  published  in  the  Pacific  jRurcd  Press  for  May  12,  1888, 
from  which  we  quote  at  some  length  : 

My  search  for  the  orii?inal  habitat  of  Icerya  purchasi  has  led  to  much  interesting 
correspondence  with  naturalists  in  different  countries,  and  a  niunber  of  side  veins 
have  been  struck  and  followed  up  with  important  results.  At  the  time  of  my  com- 
munication to  the  Pacijic  Rural  Press  of  June  11 ,  1887  (reprinted  in  Bulletin  15  of  the 
Division  of  Entomology),  I  was  rather  inclined  to  the  opmion  that  purchasi  might 
be  a  synonym  of  saccJiari,  and  that  the  original  home  of  the  species  would  turn  out 
to  be  the  islands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius.  The  corresponacnce  there  published 
with  Messrs.  Trimen  of  Cape  Town.  Crawford  of  Adelaide,  Kirk  of  WeUington,  and 
Baron  von  Mueller  of  Melbourne  developed  nothing  to  alter  this  impression,  but 
rather  confirmed  it ;  and  I  was  particularly  anxious  to  get  some  exact  information 
from  the  islands  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  *  **  »  I  have  arrived  at  a  definite  conclu- 
sion contrary  to  the  surmise  of  last  June  with  regard  to  the  identity  of  these  two  in- 
sects, and  tKis  conclusion  was  formed  first  from  a  study  of  Si^oret*s  types  in  Paris 
and  subsequently  by  a  bit  of  roimdabout  correspondence  which  is  of  sufRcient  in- 
terest to  be  treated  at  some  length.  I  was  very  sony  to  find,  when  in  Paris  last 
Ocix>ber,  that  m^  old  friend,  Dr.  Signoret,  was  extremely  sick  and  unaole  to  ^ve  any 
attention  to  affairs,  and,  as  he  was  at  his  country  place,  I  liad  some  difficulty  in  mak- 
ing an  examination  of  his  types  :  but,  finally,  tlirough  the  courtesy  of  M.  Fairmaire, 
I  succeeded  in  making  a  study  of  them,  and,  although  the  specimens  were  for  the 
most  i)art  pinned  and  dried  and  in  poor  condition  for  comparison,  yet  enough  per- 
fect material  romained  to  make  me  quite  positive  that  aaccharl  was  distinct  from 
purchasi.  In  the  meantime,  dming  my  visit  lo  Europe,  another  specimen  of  the  old 
original  lot  sent  by  Dr.  Icory,  of  JVlauritius,  to  Signoret  in  Paris,  in  1874,  or  there- 
abouts, and  which  was  the  one  sent  by  Signoret  to  Maskell  in  New  Zealand  in 
1878,  was  received  from  Mr.  Maskell  and^immediatelv  forwarded  across  the  Atlantic 
by  Mr.  Howard,  and  later  was  brought  back  to  AVashing^ton,  where  it  now  remains, 
probably  the  most  traveled  insect  in  any  collection.  Tms  specimen  also  was  in  poor 
condition. 

My  second  verification  of  the  conclusion  of  non-identity  was  arrived  at  as  follows : 
B£r.  J.  Home,  director  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  at  Port  Louis,  Mauritius,  replying  to 
my  communication  asking  for  particulars  and  specimens  concerning  the  '*  Pou 
blanc"  in  Mauritius,  informed  me  that  tlie  insect  was  there  also  known  as  tiie  **  Pou 
anglais,*'  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  described  by  an  English  entomologist  many 
years  ago  as  Dortluiia  sevchellarum.  Reference  to  all  accessible  works  failed  to 
give  me  a  clew  to  any  sucn  species  of  Dorthesia,  and  application  was  made  to  Mr. 
J.  W.  Douglas,  of  England,  who  has  monographed  the  genus,  for  information  con- 
cqming  the  use  of  this  name.  Through  his  kindness  I  learned  that  the  insect  was 
briefly  described  by  Westwood  in  the  Gardeners'  Chronicle  for  December  23, 1865. 
On  consulting  this  article  I  found  the  insect  figured  both  from  a  dorsal  and  ventral 
aspect,  with  also  an  enlarged  representation  of  the  antenna  of  the  female.  I  saw  at 
a  glance  that  the  insect  was  the  same  as  that  described  by  Signoret  as  Icerya  sac- 
cmiri,  and  that  it  was  no  DortJiesia.  Tlie  *  *  Pou  blanc  "  is  therefore  Icerya  seychel- 
larum  (Westwood).  The  specific  name  was  given  to  this  insect  by  Westwood  from 
t^e  fact  that  the  insect  was  received  upon  the  leaf  of  a  palm  from  the  Seychelles 
Islands. 

The  third  verification  was  made  in  a  roimdabout  way  almost  at  home.  Learning 
from  Mauritius  that  Col.  Nicholas  Pike,  United  States  consul  at  that  island  many 
years  ago,  had,  while  in  Mauritius,  paid  some  attention  to  this  insect,  I  wrote  to 
Colonel  Pike,  who  at  present  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  was  much  gratified 
upon  receiving  a  long  and  interesting  communication  from  him.  Among  other 
facts  he  stated  that  some  twenty  years  since  ho  de]X)sited  with  a  lot  of  other  natural 
history  objects  a  few  specimens  of  the  '*  Pou  blanc  "  with  P^of.  Louis  Agassiz  at 
Cambridge.  I  then  wrote  to  Dr.  Hagen,  who  was  at  once  able  to  place  his  hand 
upon  the  specimens  mentioned  by  Colonel  Pike,  and  who  most  courteously  for- 
warded three  of  them,  all  in  admirable  preservation,  as  they  had  been  saved  in  alro- 
hoL  These  correspond  with  Signoret*s  description,  and  with  Signoret's  and  Maskell's 
specimens,  and  with  Westwood's  figures  ana  description. 

We  are  still,  it  will  be  observed,  without  positive  and  absolute  knowledge  as  to 
the  original  habitat  of  Icerya  purchasi  outside  of  Australia,  so  that  I  am  rather 
confirmed  in  my  first  conclusion  that  it  is  an  Australian  species,  though  I  shall  not 
be  surprised  if,  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  months,  specunens  turn  up  from  Mau- 
ritius. There  is  a  possibility  that  both  the  insects  occur  in  that  island,  but  all  things 
considered,  it  is  much  more  likely  that  purchasi  was  introduced  from  Australia  to 
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the  CsLpe  of  Good  Hope,  to  New  Zealand,  and  to  California.  The  reasons  wliich  lead 
to  these  conclusions  are  as  follows  ; 

First.  We  do  not  know  that  purchasi  occurs  in  Mauritius,  Reunion,  or  any  of  the 
neighboring  islands,  wliile  we  do  know  that  it  occurs  in  several  parts  of  Australia. 

Second.  The  insect  made  its  first  appearance  in  South  Africa,  New  Zealand,  and 
California  upon  plants  that  are  pecuUarl^  and  distinctively  Australian. 

Third.  AJthough  it  may  seem  paradoxical,  the  very  fact  that  the  species  does  not 
appear  to  be  very  abundant  or  injurious  in  South  Australia  is  rather  an  argument 
for  than  against  its  being  an  indigene  there.  Any  one  who  has  studied  the  nistory 
of  insect  outbreaks  will  appreciate  tliis  point.    *    *    * 

The  figures  and  specimens  of  Icerya  sacchaH  {seycheUarum)  wliich 
we  have  been  able  to  examine  and  critically  compare  with  J.  pwr^ 
chasi  are,  then,  as  follows : 

1.  Signoret's  figures  in  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  France,  1875,  series  5,  Vol.  V, 

rl.  8,  Figs.  2,  2a,  2h  (adult  and  enlarged  antenna  of  adult  and 
younff). 

2.  Signoret's  type  specimens,  examined  by  us  in  Paris,  and  of  which 

we  brought  to  Washington  four  females,  with  eg^s  and  young. 

3.  Another  of  Signoret's  type  specimens,  received  by  nim  from  Dr. 

leery  in  1874  (?)  and  sent  by  Signoret  to  Maskell  in  1878.    This 
was  sent  us  by  Maskell  in  1887. 

4.  Westwood's  figure  of  Dorthesiu  seycheUarum,  iViQardeners*  Chron- 

icle, December  22,  1855,  p.  836  (shows  adult  from  above  and  be- 
low, enlarged,  and  natural  size  on  leaf ;  also  antenna  of  same 
still  more  enl£^rfi;ed). 
6.  Three  adult  females,  from  a  number  collected  on  sugar-cane  by 
Col.  Nicholas  Pike  in  Mauritius,  and  deposited  by  him  some 
twenty  years  ago  with  Professor  Agassiz,  at,  Cambridge;  sent 
to  us  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Hagen,  at  Colonel  Pike's  suggestion. 
6.  A  large  number  of  females  (twenty  or  more),  mainly  adults,  sent 
us  by  Mr.  D.  Morris,  of  the  Royal  Kew  Gardens,  to  whom  they 
were  sent  from  Rodrigues  during  the  winter  of  1887-88, 
It  will  thus  appear  that  we  had  abundant  opportunity  to  decide 
the  question  satisfactorily,  and  there  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt 
that  Ice rya  purcluisiy  Mastell,  is  a  perfectly  valid  species.    The  points 
of  difference  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  detail,  as  this  conclusion  coin- 
cides with  that  stated  in  oui*  188G  report.     Some  words,  however, 
may  be  devoted  to  the  insects  mentioned  under  No.  6.     We  had  no- 
ticed on  several  occasions  during  the  last  year  or  two  newspaper  ac- 
counts of  the  damage  done  to  various  trees  in  Mauritius,  and  partic- 
ularly to  the  forests,  by  what  was  called  ^*  the  White  Scale  insect." 
We  suspected  that  this  might  be  J.  jnirchasi,  and  entered  into  cor- 
respondence with  gentlemen  in  Mauritius  and  with  the  authorities 
of  the  Royal  Kew  Gardens.     Mr.  D.  Morris,  of  the  Kew  Gardens, 
finally  succeeded  in  obtaining  specimens  and  a  report  from  which  he 
briefed  the  facts  for  us  that  the  damage  was  done  at  Rodrigues,  a 
small  island  some  330  miles  east-northeast  of  Mauritius,  and  that 
many  trees  were  attacked.     *'  The  leaves,  branches,  and  trunks  are 
white  with  insects.     They  are  chiefly  found  on  the  leaves  along  the 
midrib,  but  also  largely  on  the  young  branches  and  on  the  trunks  of 
young  trees.     Their  size  varies  much ;  some  are  no  larger  than  a 
poppy  seed,  and  others  are  as  large  as  a  French  kidney  bean  split  in 
two.'     Mr.  Morris  also  quotes  for  us,  from  the  Report  on  the  Forest 
and  Crown  Lands  of  Rodrigues,  for  the  year  1886,  the  following, 
which  evidently  refers  to  the  same  insect :  *^  Many  trees  which  were 
already  in  a  bad  condition,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  Coche- 
nille  or  Pou  Blanc  have  died  since.    It  was  expected  that  some  good 
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would  come  of  the  terrible  effects  of  the  cyclone  of  the  16th  of  April, 
1886,    *    *    *    but  the  insects  are  now  as  numerous  as  ever." 

The  fine  specimens  ^in  alcohol)  sent  us  by  Mr.  Morris  show  that  the 
Rodrigues  Pou  Blanc  is  undoubtedly  /.  sacchari,  and  this  determina- 
tion is  very  interesting  ad  indicating,  in  connection  with  the  other 
facts,  that  the  species  is  as  poly phagous  and  destructive  as  /.  purcliasi. 

The  fact  that  this  destructive  species  turns  out  to  be  sacchari  and 
not  purchasi  adds  one  more  slight  proof  to  our  conclusion  that  the 
original  home  of  the  latter  is  Australia,  for  the  evidence  is  still  nega- 
tive as  to  the  existence  of  purchasi  in  any  of  the  islands  of  the  In- 
dian Ocean,  whereas  we  had  inferred  from  the  newspaper  accounts 
that  the  Rodrigues  insect  might  prove  to  be  purchasi.  The  experi- 
ence of  Mr.  Koebele  in  Australia  in  his  stuaies  of  the  parasites  of 
the  Fluted  Scale  is  also  confirmatory,  as  he  finds  the  insect  widely 
spread  over  the  country,  but  in  almost  all  cases  comparatively 
harmless  owing  to  the  numerous  natural  enemies  which  it  nas  there. 

From  all  of  the  facts  gathered  up  to  thepresent  time  we  are  there- 
fore still  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  Fluted  Scale  belongs  to  the 
Australian  fauna. 

ADDITIONAL  FACTS  ON  GEOGRAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION. 

First  appearance  in  Cape  Colony. — In  our  1886  article  we  led 
to  the  inference  that  the  Fluted  Scale  made  its  first  appearance  at 
the  Cape  in  1873,  from  our  quotation  from  the  report  of  tne  Govern- 
ment commission  published  in  1877.  We  have  since  found  the  fol- 
lowing in  the  Oaraeners*  Chronicle  for  March  21,  1874,  which  would " 
seem  to  jplace  the  date  a  trifle  earlier. 

**  Prof.  Thiselton  Dyer  exhibited  a  specimen  of  an  Acacia  with  a 
curious  white  balaniform  exudation  of  insect  origin.  In  explana- 
tion of  it,  he  read  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  James 
McGibbon  to  Dr.  Hooker,  dated  January  6,  1874 : 

I  have  taken  leave  to  inclose  in  the  box,  along  with  the  seeds,  a  small  box  of  in- 
sects, which  I  will  ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to  give  me  some  information  anent. 
This  pest  has  only  made  an  appearance  within  the  last  two  years,  and  appeared  first 
on  a  specimen  of  Acacia  >netonoa^/on.  It  spreads  with  wonderful  rapidity.  Species 
of  Acacia  of  Australian  types  are  its  preference ;  indeed,  the  insect  is  not  found  on 
any  native  plant.  Coccolobas  platycladon  and  Pittosporum  tobira  are  covered  with 
it.  How  shall  I  get  rid  of  it  ?  Perhaps  some  of  your  learned  in  these  matters  would 
assist  me.    It  is  quite  a  new  infliction  to  the  Cape. 

**  Professor  West  wood  stated  that  the  insect  upon  the  Acacia  was 
quite  new  to  him,  and  was  closely  allied  to  the  Cionops  ca^aphractus, ' 
a  rather  rare  British  insect,  allied  to  the  Coccidee;  the  specimens  were 
females,  which  had  emitted  amass  of  waxy  matter  striated  in  ridges ; 
the  waxen  mass  was  in  Inany  places  covered  with  minute  larvae, 
differing  in  form  from  the  ordinary  larvsB  of  the  CoccidsB." 

In  California. — In  considering  the  infested  districts  of  California 
we  have  included  Anaheim,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Matthew 
Cooke.  Mr.  Cooke's  words  regarding  this  locality  were  as  follows  : 
"Anaheim,  No.  8  on  map,  27  miles  south  by  east  of  Los  Angeles. 
Local."  We  have  recently  learned  from  Mr.  F.  G.  Ryan,  of  Anaheim 
(December  26,  1868),  that  at  the  present  time  this  statement  is  un- 
warranted.   He  writes  us  in  these  words : 

I  am  now  much  interested  in  keeping  that  pest  (Icerya)  out  of  this  district.  * 
*  *  Icerya  does  not  now  exist  in  Anaheim  or  the  surrounding  coimtry  to  my  knowl- 
edge. I  have  had  two  cases  reported,  but  one  was  not  authentic,  and  the  other  oc- 
curred within  six  months  and  received  some  vigorous  treatment  at  my  hands. 

In  Austkalia. — We  anticipate  some  exact  facts  as  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  pest  in  Australia  as  one  of  the  results  of  sending  Mr. 
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Koebele  to  that  part  of  the  world,  but  they  have  not  yet  come  to 
hand  and  will  be  separately  published. 

In  Mexico. — At  the  time  of  writing  our  last  letter  we  were  not 
aware  of  the  existence  of  Icerya  in  Mexico.  In  January,  1888,  how- 
ever, we  learned  from  Mr.  Koebele  that  he  had  received  a  number  of 
specimens  which  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Klee,  by  a  German  gentleman 
named  WoUeb,  from  Hermosillo.  Mr.  Koebele  wrote  for  further  spec- 
imens and  received  about  thirty  from  Mr.  Wolleb,  vith  the  informa- 
tion that  some  three  years  ago  thev  were  very  abundant  on  the  trees 
in  the  public  square  at  Hermosillo.  The  year  following  they  en- 
tirely disappeared.  In  1887  they  re-appeared,  and  at  the  time  of  writ- 
ing they  were  numerous  again. 

IN  New  Zealand. — We  learn  both  by  correspondence  with  Mr. 
R.  Allen  Wight,  of  Paeroa,  Thames,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  and 
from  his  articles  in  the  New  Zealand  Farmer,  over  the  the  pseudonym 
of  **  Komata,"  that  of  late  the  Icerya  has  been  decreasing  m  these  isl- 
ands. At  Newmarket  the  insect  has  entirely  disappeared ;  at  Auck- 
land it  is  stated  to  have  been  on  the  decrease  for  eighteen  months 
prior  to  October,  1888.  A  correspondent  at  Hawke's^ay  informed 
him  that  while  the  scale  used  to  be  very  bad  in  that  district  ujxjn 
acacias,  roses,  apples,  English  gooseberries,  furze,  lemon,  and  orange 
trees,  the  decrease  is  at  present  most  marked.  From  Napier  and  Nel- 
son practically  the  same  state  of  affairs  is  reported.  In  the  great 
orange-growing  district  of  New  Zealand,  Whangerei,  we  are  informed 
by  Mr.  Wight  that  the  fruit-growers  are  a  most  energetic  race  ;  that 
tney  have  established  a  vigilance  committee ;  and  that  three  separate 
times  the  Icerya  has  made  its  appearance  only  to  be  thoroughly 
stamped  out.  Upon  one  occasion,  at  least,  the  tree  upon  which  the 
insect  was  found  was  cut  down  and  destroyed,  root  and Tbranch,  by  fire. 

Altogether  the  outlook  from  this  part  of  the  globe  is  not  discourag- 
ing, although  Mr.  Wight  justly  bemoans  the  indifference  of  the  lo- 
cal government.  He  has  been  unable,  through  correspondence,  to  as-^ 
certain  the  cause  of  the  decrease,  but  feels  sure  it  must  be  because' 
of  the  work  of  certain  as  yet  imdiscovered  parasites. 

ADDITIONAL  FOOD   PLANTS. 

In  California. — As  supplenientary  to  the  lists  of  food  plants 
given  in  our  1886  report,  we  may  inclicate  the  following,  on  all  of 
which  have  been  found  adult  females  of  the  Fluted  Scale  with  egg- 
masses,  indicating  that  they  had  actually  sustained  themselves  and 
flourished  at  the  expense  of  the  plant.  Moreover,  none  of  them  were 
growing  immediately  under  infested  trees.  All  are  presented  on  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Coquillett : 


Pittosporum  tobira,  many  scales. 
Myosponim  sp.,  very  many. 
Anona  cheirimoya,  many. 
RosmariniLs  ofificinalis,  few. 
Prosopis  sp. ,  very  many. 
Tamarix  gallica,  few. 
Plumbago  capensis,  few. 
Tecoma  jaammoides,  few. 
Cassia  gi*andiflora,  few. 
SpiraBa  sp.,  many. 
Gladiolus  sp. ,  few. 
Populus  dilatata,  few. 
Humulus,  many. 
Rubus  (Raspberry),  few. , 
Carya  (Pecan),  very  many. 


Salvia  fulgens,  few. 
Baccliaris  vimmalis,  very  many. 
Nejpeta  sp. ,  many. 
Soudago  califomica,  many. 
Chrysopsis  villoeus,  few. 
Sonchus  oleraceus,  few. 
Plantago  sp.,  few. 
Amaranthus  retroflexus.  many. 
Ambrosia  psilostachya,  many. 
Bidens  pilosa,  few. 
Xanthium  sp.,  few. 
Solanum  douglasii,  many. 
Polygonum  pt^rsicaria,  many. 
Quercus  douglasii,  few. 
Ficus  macrophylla,  very  many. 
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NATURAL  BNEMIZS. 

In  California. — Predaceoxis  Insects. — The  principal  additional 
notes  on  the  California  predaceons  insect  enemies  of  the  Fluted  Scale 
which  we  have  to  present  are  specific  determinations  of  the  three 
species  of  true  bugs  mentioned  upon  page  487  of  our  1886  report  by 
generic  names  only.  Mr.  Uhler  has  kindly  given  these  insects  fur- 
ther study,  and  writes  us  that  the  Piezostethus  sp.  is  Renter's  Piez- 
ostethus  califormcus  (Plate  X,  fig.  4),  which  ranges  from  Michigan  to 
the  lower  part  of  California.  The  Lyctocoris  is  Lyctocoris  Jitchii 
(Plate  X,  ng.  5),  also  of  Renter,  a  synonym  of  the  ola  i.  ca/mpestris 
of  Fabricius,  a  species  which  occurs  in  the  United  States  from  New 
York  to  Texas,  and  is  also  found  in  Western  Asia  and  New  Zealand. 
The  third  species,  referred  to  in  our  former  report  as  Beosus  sp.,  is 
now  determined  by  Mr.  Uhler  as  Eremocoris  tropicus  Distant  (Plate 

^fig.  6),  previously  found  only  in  Central  America. 
a  1887  Mr.  Koebele  sent  us  specimens  of  a  Chrysopa,  of  which  he 
had  observed  the  larvee  preying  industriously  upon  the  adult  females 
of  Icerya  and  their  egg-sacks.  We  are  unable  to  determine  this 
Golden-eyed  Lace- wing  fly,  and  upon  consulting  Dr.  Hagen,  of  Cam- 
bridge, the  authority  upon  the  order  to  which  it  belongs,  he  informs 
us  that  he  is  not  prepared  either  to  determine  or  to  describe  it,  as 
since  the  disheartening  loss  of  his  collection  of  Hemerobiidse  many 
years  ago  he  has  done  no  work  upon  this  particular  genus.  This  in- 
sect, from  Mr.  Koebele's  account,  seems  to  be  an  important  enemy 
of  the  Fluted  Scale.  It  is,  however,  unfortunately  very  subject  to 
the  attacks  of  parasites.  Mr.  Koebele  has  reared  from  its  cocoons  two 
species  of  Chalcid  parasites,  one  a  species  of  Pteromalus,  and  the  other 
a  species  of  Perilampus.  He  has  also  reared  from  the  cocoons  an 
Ichneumonid  of  the  genus  Hemiteles,  which  will  probably  prove  to  be 
a  secondary  parasite,  preying  upon  the  Perilampus.  Mr.  Coquillett 
has  also  reared  the  Pteromalus  and  the  Perilampus,  and,  in  addition, 
a  Tetrastichus,  which  is  undoubtedly  a  secondary  parasite.  More- 
over, he  has  also  found  that  Isodromus  icerycB,  described  in  the  1886 
report  as  a  parasite  of  the  Fluted  Scale,  is  a  parasite  of  this  Chry- 
sopa,  and  this  observation  will  be  further  considered  under  the  head 
of  the  parasites  of  the  Icerya. 

We  briefly  referred  on  page  487  to  the  occurrence  of  a  mite  at  Los 
Angeles  which  destroys  tne  scales.  We  have  since  received  speci- 
mens, and  have  ^iven  it  some  study.  We  have  found  two  species 
among  the  material  sent  us.  One  is  a  Gamasus,  near  exilis,  Berlese, 
and  the  other  is  a  species  of  Scirus,  a  genus  the  species  of  which  re- 
semble Gamasus  in  habits. 

The  common  Lady-bird  of  the  Cactus  {Chilocorus  cacti,  Linn.),  a 
common  enemy  of  the  larger  scale  insects  in  California,  has  been  on 
several  occasions  observea  to  feed  on  the  Fluted  Scale  in  that  State, 
and  is  unquestionably  an  important  enemy  of  the  scale.  It  is  figured 
in  all  stages  at  Plate  XI,  fig.  1. 

Thtie  Parasites. — In  oui- 1886  report  we  recorded  but  one  parasite 
of  the  Fluted  Scale,  viz,  Isodromus  icerycB,  Howard.  This  was  reared 
from  adult  females  of  Icerya  received  November  10,  1886,  from  Los 
Angeles.  Observations  have  since  been  made,  however,  which  show 
that  this  parasite  also  infests  the  cocoons  of  theChrysopa  previously 
mentioned,  and  render  doubtful  even  the  seemingly  positive  observa- 
tions upon  which  we  recorded  it  as  an  Icerya  parasite.  Mr.  Coquil- 
lett writes  concerning  it  as  follows :  "I  have  never  bred  this  species 
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from  the  Icerya,  but  have  obtained  four  si)ecimens  from  cocoons  of 
a  lace-winged  fly  (Chrysopa)  •  two  of  these  issued  August  5,  and  two 
October  18,  1888.  The  two  latter  issued  from  a  sin^e  cocoon  spun 
by  a  Chrysopa  larva  September  23.  They  made  their  exit  through 
an  irregmar  nole  in  one  end  of  the  cocoon.  After  they  had  issued  I 
examined  the  interior  of  the  cocoon  and  found  only  the  shriveled 
remains  of  the  Chrysopa  larva  and  the  cast-oflf  skins  of  the  parasites. 
There  were  no  traces  of  parasites  of  the  Chrysopa,  and  I  believe  that 
it  attacks  the  Icerya  only  when  there  is  a  scarcity  of  its  usual  prey." 
Mr.  CoQuillett  is  probably  correct  in  this  conclusion,  as  we  have  since 
found  tnat  another  species  of  this  same  genus  Isodromus  attacks  the 
cocoons  of  a  Chrysopa  which  occurs  on  the  grounds  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Apiculture  at  Washington. 

In  an  article  entitled  "Some  Kecent  Entomological  Matters  of  In- 
ternational Concern,"  published  in  the  November  (1888)  number  of 
Insect  Life  (Vol.  I,  No.  5),  we  have  given  a  list  of  the  parasites  found 
to  attack  Icerya  in  California  up  to  that  date.  They  were,  aside 
frcrm  the  Isodromus  just  mentioned,  Coccophagus  n.  sp.,  Entedon  n. 
sp.,  Alaptusiceryczn.  sp.,  Thoron  n.  sp.,and  Goniozus  n.  sp.  Since 
then  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  add  to  the  list  a  new  species  of 
the  genus  Encyrt  us,  and  a  closer  study  of  the  facts  has  led  us  to  omit 
the  Goniozus,  as  it  seems  probable  that  it  is  not  a  parasite  of  Icerya, 
but  of  the  predaceous  Lepidopteron  (Blastobasis  icery (sella)  described 
in  our  last  report.  The  other  species  may  be  known  as  Entedon 
coquiUettii  Riley  (Plate  X,  fig.  1),  Alapttis  icerycR  Riley  (Plate  XII, 
fig.  3),  Coccophagus  califormcus  Howard  (Plate  XI,  fig.  3),  Thoron 
opacus  Howard  (Plate  X,  fig.  3),  and  Encyrtus  duoitis  Howard 
(Plate  XI,  fig.  1),  and  will  be  described  in  the  columns  of  Insect 
Life. 

In  South  Africa. — Predaceous  Insects, — The  most  important  of 
the  insect  enemies  of  the  Fluted  Scale  in  South  Africa  appears  to  be 
the  little  Lady-bird  beetle  mentioned  in  our  1886  report  as  Rodolia 
iceryce^.  It  was  originally  sent  to  Miss  Ormerod,  in  England,  by  Mr. 
S.  D.  Bairstow,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  Colony,  and  Miss  Ormerod 
has  kindly  sent  us  a  specimen,  from  which  our  figure  was  drawn. 
In  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Notes  on  the  Australian  Bug  {Icerya  pur- 
chast)  in  South  Africa,"  published  by  Miss  Ormerod  in  1887,  the 
author  quotes  quite  a  glowing  account  of  the  work  of  this  insect 
from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sairstow.  She  also  in  this  paper  prints  the 
orifipnal  description  of  the  species,  of  which  Mr.  O.  E.  Janson  is  the 
author.  Both  as  larva  and  adult  this  ladv-bird  is  an  active  feeder 
upon  the  eggs,  young,  and  full-grown  females  of  Icerya.  Mr.  Trimen, 
of  the  South  African  Museum,  has  also  received  accounts  of  the  ben- 
eficial work  of  this  beetle  from  a  correspondent.  Sir  Thomas  Scan- 
Ian,  of  Cradock. 

Principally  from  the  account  of  this  beetle  given  by  Miss  Ormerod 
in  her  pamphlet,  the  New  Zealand  people  made  a  successful  effort 
last  year  and  introduced  living  specimens  into  New  Zealand.  There 
is  now  at  Nelson,  as  we  are  informed  by  Mr.  Wight,  a  colony  of 
160  or  more,  and  all  are  thriving  exceedingly  well.  The  beetle  itself 
is  about  6™"  long  and  of  a  dull  black  color,  with  a  single  red  spot  at 
the  base  of  the  wing-covers.  The  underside  of  the  body  and  the  legs 
are  red-brown,  while  the  whole  upper  surface  appears  somewhat 
dusty  or  powdered,  from  the  dense  snort  pubescence  with  which  it 
is  covered.    Fi^ire  8,  Plate  X,  will  enable  its  recognition. 

Another  beetle  which  appears  to  be  almost  an  equally  important 
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enemy  of  the  Icerya  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Trimen  in  an  article  in  the 
C(ipe  Argus  (Cape  Town,  South  Africa),  of  December  28,  1887. 

It  was  brought  to  his  notice  by  Mr.  George  Rex.  of  Knysna.  This 
is  one  of  the  Soldier-beetles,  and  was  determined  by  Mr.  Peringuey 
as  Teleplwrus  circumdatus.  It  is  described  as  a  narrow,  elongate  in- 
sect with  thread-like  antennsB  and  rather  long,  slender  legs;  the  head 
and  front  joint  of  the  thorax  are  small  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of 
the  body;  it  is  of  a  soft  consistency  throughout,  and  the  long,  narrow 
wing-covers  ai*e  very  thin;  the  color  above  is  dull  gray, -sometimes 
with  a  dark-^ay  stripe  down  the  middle  of  each  wing  cover ;  the 
head  is  blackish  and  the  under  side  of  the  body  is  dark  gray.  It 
measures  from  6  to  0"""  in  length.  According  to  Mr.  Rex,  this  beetle 
was  first  noticed  at  Knysna  during  1885,  and  attacked  the  Icerya  on 
some  orange  trees  wit li  such  effect  that  they  soon  cleared  them.  Dur- 
ing 1887  the  beetles  were  much  more  numerous  and  nearly  cleared 
the  scales  from  some  acacias  which  a  month  before  were  literally 
covered  witli  the  pest.  The  larva  of  the  beetle  was  not  noticed,  and 
when  the  beetles  themselves  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  the  work  of 
destruction,  their  method  of  work  was  to  tear  open  the  white  scales 
and  devour  the  eggs. 

In  5^ew  Zealand. — Predaceous  Insects. — Beyond  the  specimens  of 
Rodolia  icerycB  introduced  into  New  Zealand  we  have  no  definite  in- 
formation concerning  the  insect  enemies  of  the  Fluted  Scale  in  that 
colony.  Mr.  Wight  has  industriously  corresponded  with  a  number 
of  gentlemen,  who  have  informed  him  that  the  sac  was  being  destroyed 
in  their  respective  localities  by  certain  insects,  but  so  far  we  can  learn 
of  no  authoritative  s])eciinens  having  been  received  and  determined 
up  to  the  present  time.  Concerning  the  introduction  of  the  Rodolia, 
we  quote  a  detailed  acj'ount  from  the  Ofago  Witness  of  February  3, 
1888,  since  reprinted  in  Insect  Life  for  February,  1889: 

An  interesting  experiment  is  being  conducted  at  Nelson  in  the  way  of  acclimatiza- 
tion. It  appears  that  some  of  the  finest  trees  in  and  about  Nelson  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  Wabble  Bhght»  or  Australian  Bug.  Mr.  Tinline,  while  at  Cape  Town, 
read  there  a  pamphlet  by  Miss  Ormerod,  the  entomologist,  entitled  **  Notes  on  the 
Australian  Bug  (/.  piircham)  in  South  Africa,"  which  stated  that  the  grubs  of  a  cocci- 
nellid,  or  lady-bird,  have  been  observed  by  Mr.  Bairstow  to  do  much  good  by  destroy- 
ing the  young  Australian  bugs  just  at  hatching  time  within  the  sac  of  the  female. 
Or  these  Mr  Bairstow  says: 

**  The  Coccinella  is  by  far  our  best  friend.  It  is  proving  a  perfect  godsend  in  de- 
Btroying  the  perfect  young  in  nidiia  of  the  female  *  DUg.*  The  larva  buries  itself  in 
the  gravid  female  and  compU'tt4y  destroys  her  progeny,  the  dead  carcass  falhng  to 
the  ground  :  and  it  eats  the  *  bug'  not  only  when  it  (tJie  Coccinella)  is  young,  but 
when  it  has  develoi>e<l  to  Ix^etlQ  condition."  Mr.  Tinline  accordingly  wrote  to  a 
friend  in  Cape  Town,  asking  him  to  procure  some  of  the  lady-birds,  which  he  did,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  little  beetles  were  caught,  put  into  a  bottle  with  a 
good  supply  of  the  **  bugs"  to  f(^eil  upon,  and  shipped  on  board  of  the  Tongariro. 
On  arrival  in  New  Zealand  (imssage  twenty  to  twenty-two  days,  steamer)  it  was  found 
that  by  far  the  larger  number  of  thoTxi  were  alive  and  healthy.  A  few  were  given 
to  Mr.Maskell  in  Wellington,  and  the  remainder  brought  on  to  Nelson.  Mr.  Mas- 
keirs  advice  was  to  select  some  smaU  shrub  infested  with  the  blight,  cover  it  care- 
fully with  muslin,  and  then  turn  the  lady-birds  into  tliis  cage.  A  young  lemon  tree, 
to  which  the  bug  is  paying  great  attention,  was  selected  in  Mr.  Sharp  s  garden  for 
the  purpose,  ^and  there  the  little  colony  of  lady-birds  is  to  all  appearances  thriving. 

In  Mexico. — Predareous  Insects. — Among  the  Hermosillo  speci- 
mens of  Icerya  mentioned  in  a  pre\aous  paragraph,  Mr.  Koebele  found 
a  number  of  puparia  of  a  small  fly  which,  when  forwarded  to  Wash- 
ington, proved  to  be  those  of  a  species  of  Phora.  Although  the  flies 
of  this  genus  are  normally  scavengers,  and  seldom  if  ever  to  be  con- 
sidered as  true  parasites,  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  this 
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Mexican  species  is  of  assistance  in  reducing  the  nnmbers  of  the 
Fluted  Scale.  Mr.  Koebele  secured  from  Hermosillo  a  lot  of  about 
fifty  female  scales  with  egg-masses.  Although  some  of  the  scales 
were  still  living  and  remained  alive  in  his  possession  for  some  timfe, 
not  a  single  young  hatched  from  the  whole  lot.  Empty  puparia  of 
the  Phora  were  found  in  all  of  them,  five  within  a  single  egg-mass. 
Specimens  which  he  sent  to  us  at  Washington  show  that  the  egg-sac 
is  perfectly  empty,  and  that  the  body  of  the  mother  scale  was  partly 
devoured.  Later,  thirty  more  adult  females  of  Icerya  were  received 
from  Hermosillo.  All  except  six  were  living,  while  the  dead  ones 
had  eggs  as  well  as  young  in  their  egg-sacs.  Twelve  puparia  of  the 
Phora  were  found  among  them.  The  adult  flies  were  bred  and  fed 
for  some  tim^  upon  slices  of  apple,  but  Mr.  Koebele  was  unable  to 
induce  them  to  oviposit,  although  he  kept  the  adults  alive  for  nearly 
a  month. 

Mr.  Koebele  also  received  in  his  last  lot  of  Hermosillo  specimens  an 
adult  Lady-bird,  which,  from  his  description,  seems  to  nave  been  a 
small  specimen  of  ChUocoru^  cacti.  Upon  opening  the  box  Mr. 
Koebele  saw  it  seize  a  newly  hatched  scale  and  devour  it;  then  it  ate 
a  large  scale,  and  finished  up  with  a  Phora  puparium. 

In  Australia. — Predaceous  Insects, — We  have  received  from 
Australia  two  insects  which  prey  upon  Icerya,  both  of  wliich  are 
voracious  and  do  good  work,  and  botn  of  which  have  been  imported 
to  this  country.  The  first  of  these  is  a  Chrysopa,  very  similar  to  the 
one  found  in  California.  It  will  be  left  unnamed  and  undescribed 
for  the  same  reason  mentioned  under  the  head  of  the  California 
Natural  Enemies.  The  second  is  a  Lady-bird,  which  is  shown  at 
fig.  7,  Plate  X.  It  is  about  2.5  or  3"^  in  length,  slightly  longer  than 
broad,  with  the  wing-covers  of  a  dull-red  color  with  black  si)ots. 
as  shown  in  the  figure.  The  thorax  is  black,  and  the  whole  dorsal 
surface  is  covered  with  white  pubescence.  The  underside  of  the 
insect  is  also  reddish,  and  the  legs  are  black  with  a  reddish  tinge 
toward  tips.  We  must  leave  its  determination  to  future  correspond- 
encfe  with  European  specialists. 

True  Parasites, — The  only  true  parasite  of  the  Fluted  Scale  yet 
found  in  Australia  is  the  now  weU-known  Lesto;phomts  icerya^,  Will- 
iston,  first  discovered  hy  Mr.  Crawford,  of  Adelaide,  and  by  nim  sent 
in  small  numbers  to  this  country.  It  is  a  small  two-winged  fly,  a 
little  over  1™"*  long  and  of  a  deep  shining  blue  and  green  color.  The 
fly  lays  her  eggs  upon  the  body  of  the  scale-insect.  The  larvs9  live 
within  the  body  of  their  host,  a  large  number  in  one  female  Icerya, 
and  upon  reaching  full  gro\vth  issue  through  small  holes.  As  many 
as  eleven  of  the  flies  have  been  seen  to  emerge  from  one  female  Icerya. 
The  insect  was  first  noticed  by  Mr.  Crawford  in  1886.  He  was  study- 
ing  a  colony  of  Icerya  in  his  garden,  and  every  individual  was  de- 
stroyed by  this  parasite.  He  sent  specimens  to  Miss  Ormerod  in 
December,  1886,  and  wrote  to  us  about  it  in  February,  1887.  Miss 
Ormerod  forwarded  some  of  the  specimens  received  by  her  to  us,  but 
they  were  badly  damaged,  and  it  was  not  until  the  early  summer  of 
1888  that  we  received  perfect  specimens  fit  for  description,  although 
Mr.  Crawford  had  meantime  written  us  several  letters  and  had  sent 
drawings  and  other  specimens.  The  complete  description  of  the  in- 
sect, with  the  figure  which  we  have  reproduced  upon  rlate  XI,  fig.  2, 
were  first  published  in  Insect  Life  for  Julv,  1888  (Vol.  I,  No.  1,  p. 
21).  The  genus  is  a  new  one,  and  the  insect  belongs  to  the  subfamily 
OseinifKB,  other  species  of  which  are  enemies  to  the  grain-grower. 
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The  Lestophonus  is  not  confined,  however,  to  Icerya.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford reared  the  same  parasite  from  a  large,  undescribed  Coccid  of 
the  genus  Monophloebus,  which  has  since  been  described  by  Mr. 
Maskell,  in  honor  of  its  discoverer,  as  Monophltjebus  craivfordi. 
This  large  bark-louse  supports  a  greater  number  of  parasites  than 
does  the  Icerya,  and  in  one  specimen  seventeen  holes  have  been 
counted  from  which  the  Lestopnoni  emerged. 

THE  IMPORTATION  OF    PARASITES  AND    PREDACEOUS  INSECTS  FROM 

AUSTRALIA. 

In  our  1886  report  it  will  be  remembered  that  we  laid  some  stress 
upon  the  benefit  which  might  be  derived  from  the  importation  of 
parasites  from  Australia  to  California,  basing  our  argument  upon 
the  fact  that  fhe  two  most  destructive  scales  in  California  were 
evidently  of  Australian  origin.  We  stated  that  there  was  no  way 
in  which  the  Department  could  more  advantageously  expend  $1,000 
than  by  sending  an  agent  to  Australia  to  study  the  parasites  of  the 
species  there,  and  to  secure  thefa  and  transport  them  to  the  Pacific 
coast.  This  statement  was  repeated  with  some  elaboration  in  our 
address  before  the  California  State  Board  of  Horticulture,  at  River- 
side, in  April,  1887  (see  Bulletin  15  of  this  Division,  p.  25).  In 
February,  as  before  stated,  we  received  word  from  Mr  Crawford,  of 
Adelaide,  of  the  important  Dipterous  parasite,  and  mentioned  its 
occurrence  in  our  article  in  the  Pacific  itural  Press  of  June  11, 1887, 
on  the  Origin  of  Icerya. 

We  were  absent  in  Europe  during  the  summer  of  1887,  and  during 
that  time  specimens  were  received  at  Washington  from  Mr.  Craw- 
ford ;  and  Mr.  Howard,  in  obedience  to  our  expressed  wish,  wrote 
requesting  him  to  endeavor  to  send  living  specimens  to  Mr.  Coquil- 
lett,  in  Los  Angeles,  in  order  to  attempt  to  acclimate  the  species. 
Meantime,  and  subsequent  to  our  reprint  of  Mr.  Crawford's  letter  in 
the  Pacific  Rural  Press  of  June  11,  as  we  have  since  learned,  Mr. 
Klee,  of  California,  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Crawford  for  specimens.  In 
response  to  these  requests  Mr.  Crawford  very  generously  devoted 
considerable  time  and  trouble  to  the  matter,  and  was  able  to  secure 
through  his  personal  efforts  a  number  of  infested  specimens  of  both 
Icerya  and  Monophloebus,  which  were  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Coquil- 
lett  and  Klee.  Tne  specimens  which  came  to  Mr.  Klee  were  by  him 
turned  over  to  our  other  California  agent,  Mr.  Koebele,  and  both 
Mr.  Coquillett  and  Mr.  Koebele  endeavored  to  isolate  the  infested 
Australian  scales  under  covered  orange  trees  infested  with  Icerya, 
In  both  cases  a  few  specimens  of  the  Lestophonus  issued  under  cover, 
but  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  no  evidence  of  oviposition 
or  propagation  by  these  confined  individuals  has  been  observed. 

It  was  evident  that  experiments  upon  so  small  a  scale  as  this  would 
have  by  no  means  the  same  chance  for  success  that  an  importation 
conducted  upon  a  very  much  larger  scale  would  have,  and  we  en- 
deavored to  find  some  means  of  securing  the  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  an  agent  to  Australia.  A  clause  in  the  bill  appropriating 
for  the  Department  of  Agriculture  prohibited  the  payment  of  trav- 
eling expenses  outside  of  the  United  States,  and  it  seemed  for  a  time 
as  though  there  could  be  no  method  of  bringing  about  the  desired 
results  except  by  popular  subscription  among  the  orange-growers  of 
California,  and  such  a  movement  was  in  fact  started.  Meantime  res- 
olutions were  passed  by  various  organizations  of  horticulturists  in 
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California  requesting  the  California  representatives  in  Congress  to 
endeavor  to  secure  legislation  here  which  would  enable  the  sendine 
of  an  agent  at  Government  expense,  and  a  strong  effort  was  indeed 
made  in  this  direction,  principally  by  the  Hon.  C.  N.  Felton.  These 
efforts  were,,  however,  unsuccessful  both  as  to  securing  a  specific  ap- 
propriation for  this  purpose  and  as  to  the  removal  of  the  restricting 
clause  respecting  foreign  travel  in  the  appropriation  bill  of  this  De- 
partment. Fortunately,  however,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  we  were  at  last  enabled  to  bring  about  the  desired 
result  through  the  fund  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  represen- 
tation of  this  country  at  the  Melbourne  Exposition.  This  fund  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  exigency  of 
this  parasite  expedition  was  brought  to  his  attention  and  his  consent 
was  obtained  to  the  sending  of  an  a^ent  particularly  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  and  collecting  the  parasites  of  Icerya.  Accordingly  Mr. 
Albert  Koebele,  who  had  for  some  time  been  stationed  in  Cahf omia, 
and  who  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  phases  of  the  investi- 
gation of  the  Fluted  Scale,  received  full  instructions  and  sailed  on 
the  steamer  of  August  20  for  Australia.   " 

It  is  almost  too  early  to  express  any  definite  opinion  as  to  the  re- 
sults of  Mr.  Koebele's  mission.  That  he  has  been  most  industrious, 
and  that  he  has  been  successful  beyond  our  hopes  in  collecting  scale- 
insects  infested  by  the  Lestophonus,  may  be  stated  without  reserve. 
The  parasites  received  have  been  carefully  handled  by  Mr.  Coquil- 
lett — many  of  them  reared  and  liberated.  They  are  at  work  and 
multiplying,  and  the  outlook  at  present  is  most  favorable. 

We  fully  expect  to  learn  of  the  increase  and  rapid  spread  of  this 
new  introduction  as  well  as  of  some  of  the  other  predaceoiis  species 
which  have  been  introduced,  and  to  find  that  in  a  comparatively  few 
years  the  orange  groves  of  southern  California  will  be  kept  measur- 
ably freed  of  the  pernicious  Fluted  Scale  without  so  great  an  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  CTOwers  or  so  great  expense  in  destroying  it. 
That  nature  will,  witn  the  new  conditions  induced  by  these  impor- 
tations, come  to  the  relief  of  the  fruit-grower  and  that  this  interest- 
ing experiment  will  result  in  the  ultimate  saving  of  untold  millions 
to  the  people  of  the  Pacific  coast  is  our  sincere  belief  which  we  hope 
to  live  to  see  verified.  Not  that  we  expect  the  Icerya  to  be  ever 
entirely  exterminated ;  but  it  will  be  kept  under  subjection  so  as  to 
be  comparatively  harmless,  as  it  is  in  its  native  country. 

Mr.  Koebele's  first  letter  describing  his  efforts  we  quote  in  full : 

So  far  my  work  has  been  much  more  successful  than  I  expected.  I  not  only 
found  the  dipterous  parasite  within  Icerya  in  large  numbers,  but  also  three  preda- 
ceous  larvce  reeding  upon  the  eggs  of  Icerya.  One  of  these  is  a  Chrysopa  larva, 
which  I  first  discovered  in  numhSrs,  it  having  almost  destroyed  all  the  eg^  of  the 
infested  Icerya  at  Mannam,  28  miles  up  the  Murray  River  from  Murray  Bridge  Sta- 
tion,  South  Australia ;  the  others  are  larvse  of  a  small  Coocinella.  I  have  c(xUected 
and  sent  with  this  steamer,  Mariposa^  probably  10,000  Iceryae,  of  which  at  least  50 
per  cent,  are  infested  with  the  dipterous  larvae  and  pupaB.  Dr.  Schomburg,*  director 
of  the  Botanical  Gardens  of  Adelaide,  kindly  fumisheJi  me  with  a  Wardian  case,  in 
which  I  placed  three  young  orange  trees  and  nine  of  Pittosporum,  securely  packed 
down.  The  Iceryae  w*ere  placed  in  this  on  sticks  of  orange  placed  in  earth,  so  the 
smaller,  half -grown  insects  can  easily  crawl  up  on  the  fresh  plants,  and  the  flies 
that  hatch  en  route  may  be  able  to  go  on  breeding.  Beside  these,  I  send  a  large  lot 
in  tin  and  wooden  boxes,  chiefly  taken  off  of  twigs  ;  these  latter  I  liave  placMsd  in 
ice-box,  so  that  none  will  be  able  to  hatch  during  the  voyage.  As  it  looks  now — for 
all  are  on  steamer  already — the  latter  experiment  will  be  the  best  to  follow.  Not- 
withstanding the  care  and  labor  I  have  spent  in  getting  this  case  here  in  such  con- 
dition, I  fear  that  the  packages  will  suffer  greatly  through  the  handling  of  the 
steamer  hands.    However  it  may  be,  I  assure  you  that  succesfi  will  attend  your 
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effort,  and  I  expect  to  land  several  thoiisanda  of  flies  in  pupa  state  with  every 
steamer  landing  at  San  Francisco. 

In  rc|?ard  to  tne  case  with  plants,  this  is  a  bulky  thing,  weighing  240  pounds,  while 
the  same  number  of  scales  packed  in  boxes  would  make  only  a  few  pounds. 

The  most  difficult  matter  is  to  get  leery  as  in  such  large  numbers.  As  yet  I  have 
found  them  only  in  private  gardens,  but  I  know  of  sumcient  for  another  sending. 

On  coming  on  here  I  also  aisoovered  the  flies  within  Iceryse  in  Victoria,  and  am 
certain  that  they  will  be  found  all  over  Australia,  or  wherever  Icerva  is  present 

They  are  not  only  parasitic  upon  Monophloebus  and  Icerya,  but,  I  am  almost  cer- 
tain, also  upon  Daotylopius.  I  found  many  empty  puparia  within  driwl-up  Dac- 
tylopius,  and  also  have  several  fresh  ones  at  Adelaide. 

Will  remain  in  New  South  Wales  for  about  a  week  or  so  and  make  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  ground,  then  proceed  to  Victoria  in  search  of  Icerya,  but  will  be 
in  Adelaide  in  time  to  make  up  a  larger  shipment. 

•  This  shipment  was  received  by  Mr.  Coquillett,  at  Los  Angeles,  in 
the  best  or  conditions.  A  tent  nad  been  placed  around  an  orange 
tree  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  the  parasites.  The  boxes  were 
taken  inside  Ihe  tent  and  opened.  Within  a  few  days  60  specimens 
of  Lestophonns  has  issued.  In  the  Wardian  case  pf  living  plants 
were  found  living  Chrysopa  adults,  and  two  species  of  Coccmellid 
larvee,  and  also  many  eggs  and  cocoons  of  Chrysopa.  The  Coccinel- 
lid  larvsB  were  found  crawling  outside  the  case,  from  which  they  had 
emerged  through  cracks  in  the  putty.  When  transferred  to  the  orange 
tree  they  attacked  the  first  Icerya  they  cai^ght.  The  arrangement  for 
propagating  the  parasites  is  shown  at  Plate  VIII.  The  tree  under 
the  tent  is  aoundantly  infested  with  Icerya,  and  the  parasites,  on  issu- 
ing^ find  the  conditions  almost  perfectly  normal. 

The  December  steamer  from  Australia  brought  Mr.  Koebele's  sec- 
ond lot  of  Australian  parasites  of  the  Cottony  Cushion-iscale.  Mr. 
Koebele  had  informed  us  by  letter  that  he  had  forwarded  in  this  lot 
at  least  12,000  healthy  living  parasites,  mostly  in  the  pupa  state,  and 
we  had  everv  hope  that  they  would  arrive  in  as  gooa  shape  as  the 
first  lot.  We  were  much  disappointed,  therefore,  to  learn  from  Mr. 
Coquillett  that  the  shipment  reached  him  in  very  poor  condition  on 
December  9,  three  days  after  the  publication  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Koebele  to  Mr.  Klee  which  came  on  the  same  steamer.  Mr.  Klee 
had  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  boxes  from  the  custom-house,  and 
wrote  Mr.  Coquillett  that  **when  he  got  them  the  boxes  WQje  aJl 
broken  up  and  had  6vidently  been  repacked  since  Koebele  packed 
them  for  shipment."  When  Mr.  Coquulett  received  them  there  were 
eight  tin  ana  two  wooden  boxes;  "all  of  the  tin  boxes  were  mashed 
flat  and  their  contents  were  very  moldy. "  There  was  in  them  only  one 
living  Lestophonns  and  one  of  its  parasites,  one  Coccinellid  beetle, 
and  a  Cnrysopa  larva.  One  of  the  wooden  boxes  had  also  been 
broken  open.  Mr.  Klee,  writing  later,  explained  that  the  ice  in  the 
ice-house,  in  which  the  boxes  were  confined,  had  fallen  upon  the 
packages  and  smashed  some  or  most  of  them.  It  was  several  days 
before  he  could  obtain  them  from  the  steamer,  and  the  contents  of 
those  boxes  which  were  partly  open  were  covered  with  mold.  He 
repacked  and  forwarded  them  as  soon  as  he  could. 

The  accident  of  the  falling  ice  it  was,  perljaps,  impossible  to  avoid, 
although  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  steamer  hands  might  have 
been  at  the  bottom  of  it.  The  delay  on  the  part  of  the  custom-house 
authorities,  however,  was  no  accident,  and  we  at  once  took  steps  to  pre- 
vent its  recurrence.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  very  courteously 
issued  an  order  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at  San  Francisco  to  allow 
future  packages  to  enter  free  of  duties  and  charges,  and  to  forward 
them  unopened  and  without  unnecessary  delay  to  Mr.  Coquillett. 
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January  24  another  small  consignment  was  received  at  Los  Angeles 
from  Mr.  Koebele.  These  were  not  brought  over  on  ice,  and  the 
contents  of  the  boxes  were  in  good  condition,  not  being  moldy. 
There  were  about  50  living  Lestophonus  icerycBy  30  adults  and  18 
pupsB  of  the  red  and  black  Coccinellid  previously  described,  and  28 
adults  and  20  larvae  of  another  species  of  Lady-bird. 

On  January  24  careful  examination  of  the  Fluted  Scales  under  the 
experimental  tent  showed  one  female  Icerya,  whose  body  was  notice- 
ably swollen,  as  if  infested  by  Lestoi>honus  larvae.  As  only  two 
months  had  elapsed  since  the  first  introduction  of  the  Lestophonus 
into  the  tentj  it  was  then  too  soon  for  any  of  the  larvae  issuing  from 
eggs  laid  by  females  under  the  tent  to  have  completed  their  trans- 
formations. The  finding  of  this  single  female  is  a  very  encouraging 
sign. 

A  secondary  Parasite  foumd. — We  were  much  disappointed,  al- 
though not  surprised,  to  learn  from  Mr.  Koebele's  December  letter 
that  he  had  discovered  a  parasite  of  the  Lestophonus.  It  was  rather 
to  be  expected  that  the  primary  Dipterous  j)arasite  would  have  its 
enemies,  but  it  was  none  the  less  a  discouraging  thing  to  learn  that 
there  really  was  one.  Mr.  Koebele  sent  a  series  of  pinned  specimens 
to  us  direct  from  Australia,  and.  Mr.  Coquillett  also  forwarded  a 
series  which  he  secured  from  Mr.  Koebele's  second  sending  of  the 
primary  parasites.  This  secondary  parasite  is  a  very  strange  form, 
and  is  illustrated  at  Plate  IX,  fig.  2.  It  is  a  new  and  remarkable 
genus  of  the  peculiar  Chalcid  subfamily  Elasmince,  and  we  shall  de- 
scribe it  in  a  near  number  of  Insect  Life  under  the  name  Euryischia 
lestophoni,hy  which  name  it  may  now  be  called.  Mr.  Coquillett 
was  on  his  guard  against  this  parasite,  and  has  up  to  the  present 
time  exercised  such  care  that  not  one  has  escaped. 

REMEDIES. 

The  conclusions  at  which  we  arrived  in  our  1886  report  are,  in  the 
main,  the  opinions  which  we  hold  to-day  relative  totne  remedies  for 
Icerya.  We  still  have  the  same  distrust  of  strong  caustic  remedies, 
and  still  hold  to  our  conclusions  respecting  the  value  of  the  washes, 
of  wlflch  the  kerosene-soap  emulsion  is  the  base.  In  our  report  for 
1887  we  published  an  account  of  some  additional  experiments  by  Mr. 
Koebele,  in  which  the  principal  feature  is  to  the  effect  that  the  ad- 
dition of  arsenious  acid  in  one  form  or  another  to  kerosene  emulsi- 
fied with  resin  compound  is  of  value,  as  we  prophesied  in  our  River- 
side address  in  April,  1887.  Mr.  Coquillett,  under  instrucMons  from 
this  office,  has  conducted  most  careful  and  extensive  experiments  with 
the  gas  treatment,  and  in  our  report  for  last  year  some  twenty  pages 
are  devoted  to  his  report.  We  also  in  that  report  figure  three  styles 
of  tents  which  are  used  in  California  for  inclosing  trees  and  coi^- 
fining  the  gas  used. 

During  the  summer  of  1888  he  conducted  further  experiments  in 
this  direction,  and  has  summarized  in  his  report  for  the  season,  which 
will  be  found  under  the  liead  of  "  Reports  from  Agents,"  not  only 
his  own  experiments,  but  those  of  others,  and  has  given  us  a  good 
insight  into  the  present  status  of  the  gas  treatment.  It  seems  to  be 
coming  into  more  general  use,  and  is  giving  fairly  good  satisfaction. 
A  company  has  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  operating  the  Cul- 
ver fumigator,  figured  upon  Plate  IV  of  the  1887  report,  and  several 
private  individuals  are  rigging  up  f  umigators  of  their  own  planning. 
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The  making  of  one  of  these  tents  is,  however,  a  very  expensive  thing, 
and  the  application  of  gas  itself  is  also  costly.  In  fact,  we  see  no 
reason  for  revising  the  opinion  which  we  have  already  published  in 
the  December  number  or  Insect  Life,  that  thorough  and  persistent 
work  with  any  one  of  a  half  dozen  of  the  kerosene  and  resin  com- 
pounds will  prove  more  satisfactory  and  less  expensive  than  the  fum- 
igating process,  especially  on  young  trees  or  where  they  are  taken 
in  time.  The  experiments  made  by  Mr.  Koebele  in  1886  and  1887 
demonstrated  the  efficacy  of  certain  of  these  washes  to  our  entire 
satisfaction,  and  we  fail  to  understand  the  general  discouragement 
among  many  of  the  orange-growers,  except  upon  the  ground  that 
our  previous  utterances  have  not  attracted  their  attention,  or  upon 
the  ground  that  such  experiments  as  they  have  made  have  not  been 
thorough,  or  have  been  made  under  disadvantages. 

It  may  be  well  in  this  connection  to  state  that  we  have  been  in- 
formed from  California  correspondents  that  the  Culver-Keach  Fum- 
igating Company  is  claiming  the  patent  right  not  only  to  their  fum- 
igating tent  and  apparatus,  but  to  the  process  Of  fumigation.  We 
are  informed  by  the  Patent  Office  that  no  such  patent  has  been  issueJ 
to  this  comiiany,  and  that  the  so-called  Hatch  patent  having  expired 
no  patent  can  be  issued  for  this  process. 


THE    HOP   PLANT-LOUSE. 
{Phorodon  hwmuLi  Schrank.)  ; 

Order  Homoptera  ;  family  APHiDiDiE. 
^  [Plates  n,  m,  iv,  and  vn.] 

INTRODUCTION. 

During  the  summer  of  1883  we  were  first  able  to  pay  some  atten- 
tion personally  to  the  subject  of  insects  affecting  the  Hop,  and  in  the 
summer  of  that  year  we  also  had  an  a^ent,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  visit  the 
hop  yards  in  the  neighborhood  of  Herkimer,  Waterville,  and  Coopers- 
town,  N.  Y.  The  results  of  his  investigations  were  published  in^ul- 
letin  No.  4  of  this  Division,  and  his  report  deals  chiefly  with  hop  in- 
sects other  than  the  Phorodon,  although  this  species  received  some 
attention.  Mr.  Smith  was,  however,  unable  to  add  any  authoritative 
facts  on  some  of  the  more  interesting  points  yet  in  dispute,  especially 
that  of  Hibernation  and  migration. 

The  testimony  on  this  point  was,  owing  to  the  limitation  of  time 
which  he  could  give  to  the  matter,  for  the  most  part  at  second  hand, 
i,  e,y  from  the  more  reliable  hop-growers  whom  he  could  consult,  and 
his  conclusions  drawn  therefrom,  as  subsequent  evidence  proved, 
were  misleading.  The  fact,  however,  that  he  was  unable  to  definitely 
ascertain  the  winter  habitat  of  the  species  in  endeavors  to  find  it  in 
hop  yards  is  all  confirmatory  of  the  facts  subsequently  proved,  as  will 
herein  appear. 

During  the  summer  of  1886  this  insect  was  enormously  prevalent 
through  all  the  hop-growing  regions  of  New  York  and  W  isconsin. 
The  damage  was  very  great,  ana  prices  of  hops  of  the  previous  year 
doubled  and  trebled.  American  hops  were  purchased  in  England 
and  reshipped  to  America.  We  were  absent  m  Europe  at  the  time, 
but  immediately  upon  our  return  to  this  country  we  commenced  an 
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investigation,  which  was  actively  carried  on  through  the  season  of 
1887  and  resumed  again  in  the  spring  of  1888,  resulting  in  the  accu- 
rate establishment  beyond  all  doubt  of  the  facts  in  the  life  history  of 
this  insect  which  had  previously  been  in  dispute,  as  also  of  other 
species  which  affect  the  crop.  We  shall  publish  in  a  special  bulletin 
tne  detailed  results  of  the  investigation,  and  present  here,  in  summa- 
rized form,  the  facts  relating  to  the  life  history  of  the  Hop  Phorodon 
only.  We  have  added  to  this  summary  a  report  by  one  oi  our  assist- 
ants, Mr.  W.  B.  Alwood,  on  remedies  to  be  used  against  the  insect 
and  based  on  the  experiments  which  we  had  planned,  and  which  he 
had  in  charge,  during  the  summer  of  1887  at  ilichfield  Springs. 

These  experiments,  summarized  by  Mr.  Alwood,  were  made  only  in 
the  summer  upon  the  hop  plant ;  while,  as  will  appear  from  our  ac- 
count of  the  hf e  round  of  the  insect,  it  can  be  attacked  imder  more 
favorable  conditions  and  with  preventive  results  at  another  season 
and  in  another  place. 

REVIEW  OP   THE  LITERATURE. 

One  of  the  earliest,  if  not  the  earliest,  recorded  writings  on  the  Hop 
Aphis  is  an  article  by  J.  Q.  Orth  (1752),  entitled  ''Betrachtun^en 
liber  die  Neffen  im  Kraute  und  die  kleinen  Insekten,  welche  aen 
Hopfen  verderben."  We  have  not  seen  the  article  in  question,  but 
give  it  on  the  authority  of  Hagen  (Biblioth.  Ent.,  p.  22). 

The  earUest  scientific  description  of  Aphis  (Phorodon)  humvli  oc- 
curs in  the  Fauna  Boica,  by  Franz  von  Paula  Schrank,  1801,  Vol.  II, 
p.  110,  where  the  following  characterization  is  given: 

Whitish-green,  unicolorouB;  two  little  horns  at  the  anterior  end;  antennsd  at  base 
with  a  tooth. 

Aphis  humuli.  ^  • 

Habitat :  On  the  underside  of  the  hop  leaves. 

Note. — ^The  honey-tubes  nearly  parallel,  a  little  inwardly  inclined. 

This  is  the  mildew  of  the  hop;  in  fact  an  indication  that  the  plant  is  diseased, 
but  not  the  cause  of  the  disease.  * 

Kirby  and  Spence,  in  their  Introduction  to  Entomology,  fourth 
edition,  1822,  vol.  I,  p.  183,  refer  to  the  presence  of  the  Hop  Aphis  in 
South  England  in  1807,  and  more  particularly  to  the  very  great  num- 
bers of  Coccinella  species,  the  larva  of  which  preys  on  the  insect  in 
question. 

An  article  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope  (Trans.  Edt.  Soc,  London,  1835) 
discussing  methods  of  preventing  the  ravage  of  the  Hop-ny,  de- 
serves mention  only  to  point  out  the  singular  batch  of  errors  which 
it  contains.  Among  otliers,  he  supposed  that  the  flies  or  embryos 
passed  the  winter  on  the  poles,  and  hence  advised  the  use  of  new 
poles,  or  the  charring  of  old  ones  or  dipping  them  in  corrosive  sub- 
limate, etc. 

In  1843,  J.  H.  Kaltenbach  (Monographic  der  Familien  der  Pflanzen- 
lause,  pp.  36,  37),  describes  the  wingless  and  winged  forms  of  Aphis 
humid iy  and  he  states  that  the  species  appears  to  be  rare  on  other 
food  plants,  but  that  he  has  founa  it  on  the  Sloe  {Pyrus  spinosa). 

*  Hopfen  B.,  1199.  Weisslichtgrftn,  einfarbig;  zwey  Hdmerchen  am  Vorderende; 
die  FUhlhomer  am  Grunde  mit  einem  Zahne. 

Aphis  Humuli. 

Wohnorf :  An  dcr  Unterseite  Hopfenbl&tter. 

Anm.—  Die  Saftspitzon  fast  parallel,  ein  wenig  einwarts  geneigt. 

Dies  ist  (Jer  Mehlthau  des  Hopfens;  in  der  That  eine  Anzeige,  dass  der  Stock 
Krank  sey,  aber  nicht  die  Ursache  der  Krankheit. 
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Francis  Walker,  in  the  Zoologist  of  1846,  Vol.  IV,  p.. 1461,  gives  a 
very  c;ood  description  of  young  and  winged  females,  making  no  men- 
tion, nowever,  ot  the  frontal  tuberclen.  He  states  that  the  aphides 
are  most  abundant  in  hot  seasons,  and  recommends  a  change  of  soil 
and  burning  of  poles  every  year. 

In  the  Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History  for  1848,  Vol.  I, 
second  series,  pp.  372  and  373,  Mr.  Walker  published  a  very  interest- 
ing article  entitled  "  Remarks  on  the  Migrations  of  Aphids,"  which 
seems  to  have  been  very  generally  overlooked  of  late.  In  this  ar- 
ticle Mr.  Walker  makes  the  statement  for  the  first  time  that  the 
Hop  Plant-louse  "  lives  permanently  and  abori^^ally  on  the  Sloe, 
ana  the  hop  grounds  now  provide  it  with  a  plentiful  provision  in  the 
summer."  He  goes  on  to  say  that  its  abundance  upon  the  Hop  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  proximity  of  the  Sloe  to  the  hop  yards,  and  that 
investigations  should  be  made  on  the  abundance  of  the  sloes  in  the 
vicinity  of  hop  yards  and  the  length  of  flight  of  the  Hop-louse,  in 
order  tnat  in  time  all  sloes  may  be  removed  suificiently  far  from  the 
hop  yards  to  confine  the  lice  to  the  former  plant. 

Mr.  Walker's  paper  attracted  some  attention  at  that  time,  as  is 
shown  by  the  mention  made  of  it  in  Mr.  William  Spence's  address  as 
president  of  the  Entomolo^cal  Society  of  London,  delivered  Jan- 
uary 22,  1849,  and  printed  in  pai-t  in  the  Annals  and  Magazine  of 
Natural  History  for  April,  1841).  Mr.  Spence  spoke  of  Mr.  Walker^s 
observations  in  a  eulogistic  manner,  and  anticipated  the  entire  free- 
dom of  the  hop  yards  from  this  insect  as  a  result  of  the  discovery, 
stating  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  destroy  all  the  sloe  trees  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  hop  yard. 

Both  Mr.  Walker's  communication  and  Mr.  Spence's  address  were 
known  to  Dr.  F.  Plomley,  who^  probably  as  a  result  of  these  com- 
munications, made  certain  original  observations  which  are  reported 
in  a  lecture  on  *'  Blights,  Aphids,  etc.,  including  th^  Hop-fly  and  its 
Enemies,"  delivered  before  the  Weald  of  Kent  Farmers  Club,  July 
4, 1849.  This  lecture  was  printed  in  the  Maidstone  Journal  of  July, 
1849,  and  we  have  recently  been  able  to  secure,  through  the  kindness 
of  Mr.  Richard  Cook,  a  manuscript  copy  of  this  rare  article.  Dr. 
Plomley  corroborated  Mr.  Walker  s  observations  and  actually  trans- 
ferred Aphids  from  the  Sloe  to  the  Hop  and  predicted  the  time  of  their 
appearance  upon  the  hop  vines.  He  objected  to  Mr.  Spence's  con- 
clusions, however,  on  account  of  a  lack  gf  knowledge  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  flight  of  the  Aphids,  imagining  that  they  might  fly  very 
fjreat  distances.  He  also  supposes  that  other  species  of  Prunus  al- 
ied  to  the  Sloe  might  supply  winter  quarters.  An  extract  from  this 
lecture  is  published  in  Morton's  Cyclopedia  of  Agriculture,  1855,  in 
an  article  on  the  Hop,  by  J.  M.  Paine,  and  from  this  source  Fitch 
(1865)  obtained  his  knowledge  of  Plomley's  observations. 

In  1857,  C.  L.  Koch  describes  and  fibres  some  of  the  forms  and 
records  the  migration  of  the  Hop  Aphis  as  follows  :  "  Found  in  the 
last  days  of  May  on  the  young  shoots  and  on  the  underside  of  the 
leaves  of  Prunus  domestica,  insitiUa,  and  spinosa;  migrates  in 
June  to  the  underside  of  the  leaves  of  the  wild  and  cultivated  hops.'* 

The  Rural  New  Yorker  of  October  10,  1863,  on  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Walsh  (Practical  Entomologist,  II,  p.  41),  contains  the  statement 
that  the  Hop  Aphis  made  its  first  appearance  in  Oneida  and  Madi- 
son Counties,  iNew  York,  in  the  year  1863. 

Dr.  Asa  Fitch,  in  his  Tenth  Report,  Insects  of  New  York,  1864, 
discusses  the  Hop  Aphis  at  some  length,  quoting  its  life  history  from 
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Paine's  article  in  Morton's  Cyclopedia.  He  states  that  the  lice  made 
their  appearance  suddenly  two  years  previous  [1862  (?)],*  explains 
the  honey  dew,  mentions  natural  enemies,  recommends  crushing 
by  hand,  syringing  with  soap-suds,  and  fumigating  with  tobacco 
smoke.     He,  however,  makes  no  mention  of  any  migration. 

In  the  Country  Gentleman  of  August  3,  1865,  Fitch  reproduces 
Plomley's  statements,  already  given,  and  observes  that  the  Aphis 
pruni'maJialeb  has  been  proved  to  be  identical  with  humvli,  and  in- 
clines to  accept  the  migration  theory,  {Cf.  Lintner,  in  First  Re- 
port New  York  State  Entomologist.) 

In  the  Country  Gentleman  of  April  27,  of  the  same  year  (again  on 
the  authoritv  of  Lintner),  Fitch,  m  an  article  on  the  Hop  Aphis, 
states  that  the  species  was  first  observed  in  America  two  years  be- 
fore (1863). 

A  number  of  newspaper  articles  of  minor  importance  appeared  in 
the  two  or  three  years  following,  republishing  remedies  and  old  ac- 
counts of  habits,  but  adding  no  new  facts  to  the  life  history. 

F.  Walker,  in  the  Zoologist  (London),  second  series,  1868,  gives  a 
translation  of  Passerini's  systematic  arrangement  of  Aphidse,  and  on 
page  1053  gives  the  table  of  Phorodon,  including  Bh,  hxvmvli.  In 
the  note  to  this  species,  Mr.  Walker  says  that  its  historv  is  still  in- 
complete ;  "  it  migrates  from  the  sloe  to  the  hop  and  awells  there 
awhile  and  is  called  the  Hop-fly,  and  then  returns  to  the  sloe." 

Buckton,  1876,  Monograph  of  the  British  Aphides,  VoL  I,  p.  73, 
reproduces  without  comment  Walker's  statement  regarding  the  mi- 
ration of  Ph.  humvliy  and  quotes  Walker  as  autnority  for  the 
identity  of  Ph,  humxdi  with  Aphis  {Phorodon)  m,ahaleb.  He  gives 
Passenni's  dissenting  opinion,  nowever,  and  inclines  to  believe  that 
the  latter  species  is  only  a  varietur  of  the  former.  The  apterous 
viviparous  female  and  the  winged  viviparous  female  of  Ph.  humvli, 
var.  Tnahaleb  (?),  are  described  on  pages  168,  169. 

Cyrus  Thomas,  Bull.  No.  2,  111.  State  Laboratory  of  Nat.  Hist., 
1878,  p.  9,  gives  a  diagnosis  of  the  genus  Phorodon,  and  simply 
catalogues  Pn,  hiimuli  with  Ph.  pruni-nuihaleb  as  a  synonym,  ada- 
ing,  *'the  well-known  and  injurious  Aphis  of  the  Hop  vme :  the  cause 
of  the  ^Blight.'" 

Again,  in  his  Third  Report  on  the  Insects  of  Elinois  (8th  in  series 
1879),  Thomas  gives  a  description  (p.  69)  of  Ph.  humuLi  (quoting 
from  others  its  life  history  and  habit) ;  and  on  page  72  describes 
Ph.  humvli  var,  mahaleb  and  refers  to  it  as  being  common  in  May 
and  June  on  the  Sloe.  In  the  description  of  both  forms  nothing 
whatever  is  said  of  the  migration  of  the  Hop-louse. 

In  1881  (Am.  Nat. ,  XV,  pp.  819^  820)  we  discussed  Lichtenstein's  com- 
munication on  the  migration  of  Aphids  from  one  plant  to  another, 
and  spoke  in  this  connection  of  Ph.  humxdi. 

J.  Lichtenstein,  remarking  on-Buckton's  British  Aphides  in  the 
Entomologists  Monthly  Magazine^  Sept.,  1883,  pp.  79,  81,  expresses 
his  astonishment  that  Buckton  did  not  try  to  follow  Ph.  humvli 
from  the  Plum  to  the  Hop,  and  states  that  he  has  succeeded  him- 
self in  transplanting  the  species  from  the  Plum  to  the  Hop.  Phoro- 
don mahaleb  lie  considers  to  be  merely  a  different  stage  of  develop- 
ment of  Ph.  humuli. 

One  of  the  most  elaborate  articles  published  on  the  subject,  and 
one  of  the  first  to  view  it  from  an  economic  side,  was  that  given  by 

*  Probably  1863,  as  the  report  was  not  published  till  1865. 
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Miss  Ormerod  in  her  report  for  the  year  1885  (London,  1885).  Miss 
Ormerod,  in  this  article,  which  is  printed  ujK^n  pages  43  to  56  of  said 
report,  reviews  the  literature  and  devotes  much  space  to  the  consid- 
eration of  remedies,  and  concludes  that  the  insect  hibernates  at  the 
roots  of  the  Hop,  as  well  as  upon  Damson  and  Sloe,  and  that  the 
summer  attack  originates  both  from  wingless  females,  which  go  up 
from  the  ground,  and  from  winged  females,  which  fly  in  from  the 
other  trees.  Upon  tKis  belief  she  bases  certain  remedial  measures  in 
the  way  of  treating  the  ground  about  the  Hop  plants  in  the  late  fall 
for  the  destruction  of  those  individuals  which  hibernate  upon  the 
roots;  and  her  article  no  doubt  largely  contributed  to  the  very  gen- 
eral wrong  impression.  Miss  Ormerod's  conclusions  were  not  founded 
upon  her  observation  of  Phorodon  hibernating  in  this  location,  but 
were  founded  upon  hearsay.  We  have  thus  commented  on  her  con- 
clusions in  a  paper  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  at  Manchester,  September  3,  1887: 

"So  far  as  her  own  careful  observations  are  concerned  they  fully 
accord  with  the  facts  here  set  forth;  but  on  the  authority  of  others, 
and  especially  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  C.  Whitehead,  who  reported 
finding  young  lice  and  large  viviparous  females  on  hop  shoots  as 
early  as  March  29,  and  that  of  Mr.  A.  Ward,  who  experimented  with 
surface  dressings  near  Hereford,  Miss  Ormerod  concludes  that  attack 
on  the  Hop  begins  in  spring  from  wingless  females  which  come  up 
from  the  hop  hills,  and,  as  a  corollary,  tnat  dressings  to  prevent  sucn 
ascent  are  strongly  to  be  recommenaed.  It  is  quite  within  the  range 
of  possibilitv,  and  what  is  known  of  aphid  life,  that  where  the  win- 
ters are  mild,  with  scarcely  any  frost,  this  Phorodon  may  continue 
on  the  Hop  from  one  year  to  another  in  the  parthenogenetic  condition. 
If  such  is  ever  the  case  in  England  you  have  a  somewhat  different 
set  of  facts  to  deal  with  here  trom  what  we  have  in  America.  But 
for  the  reasons  already  stated  in  abstract,  from  many  other  detailed 
observations  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  record  here,  as  well  as 
from  the  ease  with  which  erroneous  conclusions  are  arrived  at  in  en- 
tomological matters  of  this  kind  where  not  checked  and  proved  by 
the  most  competent  and  careful  study,  I  shall  be  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  facts  in  England  are  essentially  the  same  as  I  have  found 
them  in  America,  until  convincing  and  trustwortliy  evidence  to  the 
contrary  be  forthcoming.  Mr.  Whitehead  may  have  had  another 
species  under  observation,  and  Mr.  Ward's  surface  dressings  may 
nave  acted  by  repelling  the  winged  female  migrating  from  JPrunus 
in  the  same  way  that  buckwheat  sown  among  the  hops  is  believed  to 
do  with  us." 

The  next  year  (1886)  Mr.  Charles  Whitehead  published  a  report  on 
insects  injurious  to  Hop  plants  (London,  1885),  under  the  Agricultural 
Department  of  the  Pnvy  Council  Ofiice.  This  is  a  pamphlet  of  some 
thirty  pages,  and  his  conclusion  respecting  hibernation  is  that  *'the 
Aphid  deposits  its  eggs  in  the  ground  hard  by  the  hop  plants  or  ux^on 
the  short  pieces  of  bine  that  are  left  upon  the  Hop  stock  and  upon  the 
bines  that  are  subsequently' carried  away  for  litter." 

Immediately  upon  our  return  from  Europe  in  the  fall  of  188G  we 
visited  the  Hop  yards  around  Richfield  Springs  and  published  a  note 
in  the  Richfield  Springs  Mercury  for  September  20  announcing  the 
discovery  of  the  winter  eggs  on  the  Plum  and  giving  a  bnef  account 
of  our  ideas  as  to  the  life  history  of  the  pest.  A  number  of  news- 
paper articles  were  published  duiing  the  winter,  as  was  natural  from 
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the  great  damage  done  in  the  summer  of  1886,  and  some  dissent  from 
our  views  was  expressed. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lintner,  in  the  Country  Gentleman  for  May  19,  1887, 
announced  the  discovery  of  an  Aphid  at  the  roots  of  the  Hop  vine 
in  Oneida  County.  He  determined  it  as  belonging  to  the  Khizo- 
biidae,  and  stated  that  it  was  not  impossible  that  this  insect  might 
develop  into  the  Hop-louse,  and  that  in  his  opinion  the  existence  of 
a  winter  generation  upon  roots  was  not  incompatible  with  the  hiber- 
nation of  a  portion  of  the  brood  in  the  Q^g  state  on  the  Plum  trees. 

In  the  Waterville  Times  and  Reflex  for  June  17,  1887,  we  gave  an 
account  of  the  settling  of  the  Hop  yards  by  the  lice  from  Plums  and 
discussed  Mr.  Lintner's  article  snowing  tnat  the  insect  found  upon 
the  r6ots  was  a  Pemphiginid,  probably  of  the  genus  Schizoneura, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  for  this  insect  to  develop  into  a  Phorodon. 
This  article  was  a  lengthy  one  and  attracted  considerable  attention, 
and  our  views  as  to  the  hibernation  upon  Plum  and  the  migration 
to  and  from  Hop  were  attacked  by  several  writers,  notably  E.  P. 
Powell,  in  the  Kv/ral  New  Yorker,  and  a  writer  signing  simply  the 
initials  "J.  F.,"  in  the  Country  Gentleman,  The  latter  writer,  in  an 
article  published  August  18, 1887,  quotes  extensively  from  Mr.  Smith's 
report  in  Bulletin  4,  previously  referred  to,  in  support  of  his  view 
that  the  lice  hibernate  at  the  roots  of  the  Hop,  and  this  naturally  called 
forth  an  article  from  Mr.  Smith,  which  was  published  in  the  Country 
Gentleman  two  weeks  later,  in  which  he  denied  special  knowledge 
of  the  subject  and  stated  that  his  conclusions  were  based  upon  hear- 
say.    He  also  expiessed  his  agreement  with  our  later  conclusions. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agricultural 
Science  held  in  New  York  in  August,  1887,  we  read  a  paper  giving 
the  results  of  our  investigations  up  to  that  time,  carrying  the  life 
history  of  the  insect  down  to  the  ninth  generation,  fhis  paper  was 
printed  in  full  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society. 

September  2,  1887,  we  read  a  paper  before  the  British  Association 
for  raie  Advancement  of  Science,  at  Manchester,  England,  in  whioh 
we  covered  much  the  same  ground.  In  the  Gardeners  Chronicle 
for  October  22,  1887,  we  gave  an  account  of  the  concluding  observa- 
tions of  the  season  as  made  b;^  us  in  the  Hop  yards  in  the  vicinity  of 
Maidstone,  England,  and  reviewed  the  entire  life  history  of  the  in- 
sect, suggesting  remedies  and  calling  attention  to  the  previous  differ- 
ences of  opinion  regarding  the  relationship  between  the  Hop  Phorodou 
and  the  form  upon  Pnmus. 

November  17,  1887,  Mr.  Howard,  in  an  extended  article  in  the 
Country  Gentleman,  recorded,  at  our  instance,  the  facts  obtained  by 
our  assistants  in  the  hop  fields  of  central  New  York  subsequent  to 
August  1,  completing  the  life  round  in  America  and  quoting  from 
letters  received  from  us  the  results  of  our  parallel  observations  in 
England. 

In  March,  1888,  we  read  a  paper  before  the  Philosophical  Society 
of  Washington  entitled  "Some  Recent  Entomological  Matters  of 
International  Concern,"  in  which  we  also  gave  a  summary  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  investigation.  This  paper  was  published  with  illustra- 
tions in  Insect  Life  for  Novemoer,  1888.  In  addition,  we  read  in 
August,  1888,  before  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agricultural 
Science  at  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  meeting,  a  paper  entitled  **  Further 
Notes  upon  the  Hop  Plant-louse,"  which  supplemented  that  read  at 
the  1887  meeting  in  Now  York  and  which  is  published  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society  for  1888,  pages*  55  to  59, 
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It  is  evident,  from  this  review  of  the  literature,  that  while  the  fact 
of  the  niigratiou  was  insisted  upon  as  earlv  as  1848  (although  the 
exact  details  of  the  observations  made  by  Walker  are  nowhere  given), 
the  fact  was  considered  as  subject  to  strong  doubt,  and  was  dis- 
cussed as  an  open  question  by  all  writers  subsequent  to  the  paper  of 
Koch  ref eri'ed  to  above.  The  only  accurate  records  of  observations 
published  up  to  the  time  of  our  own  are  those  briefly  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Plomley  in  his  lecture,  and  these  have  seldom  been  referred  to 
since.  It  was  in  this  position  of  disputation  and  great  doubt  as  to 
the  actual  facts  that  we  began  our  investigation.  We  were  un- 
familiar with  Dr.  Plomley's  rare  lecture  until  last  summer,  after  our 
investigation  had  been  entirely  completed;  and  while  we  must  con- 
fess that  this  writer  arrived  at  a  very  accurate  view  of  the  facts,  so 
far  as  his  -observations  went,  the  extended  and  full  observations 
which  we  have  carried  on  were  none  the  less  necessary  to  settle,  not 
only  the  one  great  mooted  point  of  mode  of  hibernation,  but  also  to 
set  forth  upon  incontrovertible  facts,  based  on  careful  observation, 
the  full  life  cycle  of  the  species. 

UFB  HISTORY. 

Of  the  summaries  which  we  have  already  published  and  which 
are  mentioned  in  the  preceding  review  of  the  literature,  that  printed 
in  Insect  Life  is  well  adapted  to  our  present  purpose,  and  we  here 
reprint  it  with  slight  change  : 

I  have  for  some  years  dedred  to  settle  a  question  that  has  been  mooted  among 
entomologists,  as  also  among  hop;-growers,  viz,  the  mode  of  hibernation  of  the  spe- 
cies ;  for  wliilo  some  of  the  earliest  writers  upon  apliidology  have  believed,  and 
even  stated,  that  there  was  a  form  of  this  insect  that  occurred  in  autumn  on  the 
Daniijon  in  Europe,  the  statement  has  been  as  confidently  controverted  and  the  fact 
denied  by  some  of  the  highest  authorities  in  the  family.  Hop-growers  as  a  class 
have  gener^ly  pooh-poohed  the  idea.  Yet,  from  my  own  experience  with  other 
roecies  of  the  family  and  with  their  singular  life  history  and  mig^tions  from  one 
plant  to  anotlier,  I  had  for  some  time  felt  convinced  that  Plwrodon  humuli  also 
must  have  some  other  winter  resting  place  than  the  hop  vine,  and  after  very  careful 
and  persistent  investigation,  in  which  I  have  had  the  co-operation  of  8*;veral  of  my 
assistants .  the  question  has  been  fully  and  thoroughly  settled. 

The  facts  in  the  life  history  of  this  insect,  therefore,  may  l>e  HunimcHi  up  as  fol- 
lows: Hibernating  at  the  present  season  of  the  year,  the  little  glossy,  black,  ovoid 
eggs  of  the  species  are  found  attached  to  the  terminal  twigs,  and  espeeially  in  the 
more  or  less  protected  crevices  around  the  buds,  of  different  varieties  and  species 
of  Prunus,  both  wild  and  cultivated.  Prom  this  winter-egg  there  hatches  a  stem- 
mother  (Plate  II.  Fig.  2),  which  is  characterized  by  being  somewhat  stouter,  with 
shorter  legs  and  honey  tubes  than  in  the  individuals  of  any  other  gonoracion. 

Three  parthenogenetic  generations  are  produced  upon  Prunus,  the  third  becoming 
winged  U?late  II,  Fig.  4).  This  last  is  what  my  late  friend  Lichtenstein  called  the 
pseudogytid  or  migrant,  and  it  instinctively  flies  to  the  hop  plant,  whit^h  is  entirely 
free  from  attack  during  the  development  of  the  three  generations  ui)on  Plum.  A 
number  of  parthenogenetic  generations  are  produced  upon  the  Hop  until  in  autumn, 
and  particularly  dm*ing  the  month  of  September  winded  females  are  again  pro- 
duced. This  is  the  pupifera  of  Lichtenstein  or  retium  migrant,  and  she  instinctively 
returns  to  the  Plum.  Here  she  at  once  settles  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
according  as  the  weather  permits,  produces  some  three  or  more  yoimg.  These  are 
d?Ktined  never  to  become  winged  and  are  true  sexual  females  (Plate  IV,  Figs.  4  and  5). 
Somewhat  later,  on  the  Hop,  the  true  winged  male  (Plate  IV,  Figs.  2  and  3),  the  only 
male  of  the  whole  series,  is  developed,  and  these  males  also  congregate  upon  the 
Plum,  on  the  leaves  of  which  toward  the"  end  of  the  season  they  may  be  found 
pairing  with  the  wingless  females,  which  stock  the  twigs  with  the  winter-eggs 
(Plate  II,  Fig.  1,  and  Plate  IV,  Fig.  6).  Such,  briefly,  is  the  life  history.  Twelve 
generations  may  be  produced  during  the  year,  but  there  is  great  irregularity  in  the 
development  of  these  generations  and  the  return  migrant  from  the  Hop  is  pro- 
4uced  at  the  end  of  the  season  whether  from  individuals  of  the  fourth  or  nfth 
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generation,  or  of  the  twelfth.  As  I  have  remarked  elsewhere*  **  each  partheno 
genetic  femsde  is  capable  of  producing  on  an  average  one  hundred  young  (the 
stem-mother  probably  being  more  proline),  at  the  rate  of  one  to  six,  or  an  average 
of  three  per  day,  imder  favorable  conditions.  Each  generation  begins  to  breed 
about  the  eighth  day  after  birth,  so  that  the  issue  from  a  single  individual  easily 
runs  up,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  to  trillions.  The  nimiber  of  leaves  (seven 
himdred  hills,  each  with  two  poles  and  two  vines)  to  an  acre  of  hops,  as  grown 
in  the  United  States,  will  not,  on  the  average,  much  exceed  a  million  before  the 
period  of  blooming  or  burning  ;  so  that  the  issue  from  a  single  stem-mother  may, 
imder  favoring  circumstances,  blight  hundreds  of  acres  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  months. 

**  While  meteorological  conditions  may  materially  affect  the  increase  and  power 
for  injury  of  the  species,  these  are  far  more  truly  predetermine*!  and  influenced  by 
its  natural  enemies,  many  of  which  have  been  studied  and  will  be  described. 

*"The  slight  colorational  differences,  as  also  the  structural  differences,  including 
the  variation  in  the  tubercles  or  cornicles  on  head  and  basal  joints  of  antennae, 
whether  upon  Plum  or  Hop,  are  peculiarities  of  brood  and  have  no  specific  impor- 
tance whatever. 

*'  The  exact  knowledge  thus  gained  simpUfies  the  protection  of  the  hop  plant  from 
Phorodon  attack.  Preventive  measures  should  consist  in  destroying  the  insect  on 
Plum  in  early  spring  where  the  cultivation  of  this  fruit  is  desu'ed,  and  the  extermi- 
nation of  the  wild  trees  in  the  woods  wherever  the  hop  interest  is  paramoimt ;  also 
in  avoiding  the  introduction  of  the  pest  into  new  hop  countries  in  the  egg  state  upon 
plum  cutting  or  cions.  Direct  treatment  is  simphfied  by  the  f€U3t  that  the  careful 
grower  is  independent  of  slovenly  neighbors,  infection  from  one  hop  yard  to  another 
not  taking  place. 

'*  The  bearing  of  these  facts  will  probably  best  be  brouglit  home  by  the  statement 
that  hitherto  hojv^rowers  have  been  groping  in  the  dark  and  working  to  prevent 
injury  by  appUcations  to  the  soil.  In  fact,  the  English  hop-growers  have  beeai  led 
by  their  veiy  best  authorities  to  waste  their  energies  in  this  direction.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  matter  will  api)ear  when  I  state  that  the  hop  crop,  which  is  quite  an  im- 
g)rtant  one  in  some  parts  of  this  country,  and  especially  important  in  some  parts  of 
urope,  annually  suffers  from  the  ravages  of  this,  its  worst  mscct  enemy,  and  some 
years  is  rendered  a  total  failure  by  it.  Further,  that  some  parts  of  this  country,  as 
the  Pacific  coast,  are  yet  free  from  it  and  that  hop-growers  there  by  being  forewarned 
may  prevent  its  introduction  from  the  East  or  from  Eui'ope,  as  there  is  very  little 
doubt  in  mv  mind  but  that  the  insect  has  been  introduced  fiom  one  country  to 
another  in  tlie  egg  state  upon  Plum  scions,  as  it  may  easily  be  transported  from  place 
to  place  in  this  manner.  I  had  the  pleasure  during  September  and  the  early  part  of 
last  October  to  finish  up  the  investigation  and  follow  out  the  closing  scenes  in  the 
life  history  of  this  species  in  the  county  of  Kent,  England,  while  some  of  my  assist- 
ants were  doing  the  same  tiling  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  facts  independ- 
ently obtained  correspond  in  a  remarkable  manner,  thas  confirming  and  strengtlien- 
ing  the  conclusion  which  I  have  indicated  to  you.*' 

The  round  of  the  insect's  life  is  thus  jierfectly  plain,  and  the  prin- 
cipal facts  ascertained  during  the  year  1887  and  the  spring  of  1888 
are  thus  briefly  summarized  in  our  communication  to  the  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Agricultural  Science,  already  alluded  to  : 

1.  The  insocts  begin  getting  wings  in  autumn  irrespective  of  generation.  These 
winged  females  may  either  come  from  the  fifth  generation  of  the  year  or  as  high 
as  the  thirU^eiith,  tHirteen  generations  having  been  followed  during  the  year  1887. 

2.  The  males  uniformly  appear  after  the  females  and  after  the  hop  crop  is  har- 
vested. Hence  it  l)eeomt«  extremely  important  to  destroy  by  fire  or  by  thorough 
drenching  with  a  strong  kerosene  emulsion  all  the  hop  vines  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  crop  is  harvtvsted.  This  would  cut  off  the  larger  bulk  of  the  males  so  that  there 
would  oe  httle  or  no  impregnation  of  the  sexual  females,  which  are  for  the  most 
part  at  that  time  already  on  the  Plum. 

Another  intert»sting  fa<^*t  is  worthy  of  record  here  ;  it  is  the  small  proportion  of 
egRs  which  survive  the  wint<^»r.  In  the  fields  and  orchards  where  my  observations 
were  made  in  Kngland  some  trees  were  literally  covered  vrith  eggs,  and  I  brought  a 
number  of  them  with  me  to  this  country.  The  same  was  true  nf  the  plum  trees  in 
New  York  which  were  under  observation  by  my  assistants.  Some  of  them  were 
literally  covered  with  winter  eggs.  I  watched  tliem  carefully  not  only  by  means  of 
those  brought  with  me  from  England,  but  of  oth(»rs  brought  from  New  York  in  the 
late  fall  or  early  winter,  and  still  other  specimens  rewatedly  received  during  the 

*  Paper  read  before  the  British  Association,  Manchester,  September  2,  1887. 
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winter  from  Richiield  Springs.  As  the  liatching  period  apjjroachfcd:  I  was  quite 
surprised  to  find  how  mnaiy  of  the  eggs  shrivel  :.d  up  and  perislied.  1  also  made  it  a 
point  to  be  on  the  spot  as  soon  as  vegetation  began  at  Richfield  Springs  and  found 
there,  in  a  state  of  nature,  the  same  mortality  among  tlie  eggs.  The  large  majority  of 
them  that  had  escaped  (natural  enemies  had  perislied  by  shrinking  and  shriveling. 
Again,  the  stem-mothers  which  hatched  on  Plmn  last  spring,  though  they  were  few 
compared  with  the  number  of  eggs  tliat  had  l>een  provided,  were  for  tlio  most  jjart 
lost  through  stcrms  or  the  working  of  natural  enemies,  so  {hat  a  very  small  propor- 
tion succeeded  in  developing.  A  number  of  additional  interesting  uetaiLj  of  an  en- 
tomological charat'ter  liave  been  obtained  since  th©  last  meeting  of  the  society,  but 
they  will  be  brought  together  in  a  forthcoming  bulletin  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

The  whole  record  has  been  rendered  the  more  difficult  by  virtue  of  the  occur- 
rence of  a  very  closi4y  allied  species  (Phorodon  mahaleb)  which,  though  hatching 
at  the  same  time  as,  and  very  similar  to,  humuli,  does  not  migrate  to  the  Hop,  but 
goes  to  various  other  plants  of  no  importance  in  cultivation. 

We  have  shown  upon  Plates  II,  III,  and  IV  the  principal  stages  of 
the  insect  in  its  different  generations,  and  particular  description  in 
this  connection  ih  not  necessary. 

REMEDIES. 

We  have  indicated  in  a  passage  quoted  above  from  our  British 
Association  paper  that  the  discoveries  just  recorded  gi*eatly  sim- 
plify the  matter  of  remedies.  Three  important  facts  are  patent :  (1) 
it  wiU  pay  to  make  a  preventive  application  of  some  one  of  the  mixt- 
ures mentioned  further  on,  with  apparatus  there  described,  to  all 
plum  trees  in  the  neighborhood  of  hop  yardg,  either  (a)  in  the  spring 
before  the  appearance  of  the  first  winged  generation  and  its  conso- 
ouent  migration  to  Hop,  or  (b)in  the  Fall  after  hop-picking  and  after 
tne  lice  have  once  more  returned  to  the  Plum  and  are  making  their 
preparations  for  the  laying  of  winter-eggs.  The  latter  time  will,  per- 
haps, be  preferable,  for  tlie  reason  that  in  the  Fall  the  plum  trees 
will  be  less  susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  washes  and  a  stronger 
solution  can  be  applied  without  damage  to  the  trees.     (2)  All  wild 

Slum  trees  in  the  woods  through  a  hop-growing  country  should  bo 
estroyed.  (3)  The  Hop  vines  should  bo  either  burned  or  thoroughly 
drenched  with  kerosene  emulsion  as  soon  after  the  crop  is  harveste(l 
as  possible. 

If  these  measures  are  carefully  followed  comi^arative  exemption 
fron[i  lice  may  confidently  be  expected. 

As  to  actual  summer  field  worK  where  these  precautions  have  been 
neglected  and  where  the  lice  have  abundantly  infested  a  given  field, 
we  here  present  a  report  of  a  series  of  experiments  made,  under  direc- 
tion, by  Mr.  Alwood,  at  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y.,  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1887,  and  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  possible  at  a 
comparatively  slight  cost  to  spray  the  yard  with  a  mixture  which 
will  destroy  the  lice  without  injuring  the  crop. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  of  all  the  difi'erent  substances  experimented 
with  none  gave  more  satisfaction  than  properly  prepared  kerosene 
emulsions  or  fish-oil  soaps,  and  that  when  propcnly  used  tliey  are 
entirely  satisfactory.  This  is  very  much  what  wo  anticipated  would 
be  the  case.  Of  a  number  of  other  substances  experimented  with 
by  Mr.  Alwood,  such  as  **Australian  Garden  Wash.-'  ''Larvaline," 
'*  Buhach"  and  other  brands  of  Pyrethrum,  *'  Vick's  Insect  Powder," 
Sulphuretted  Lime-water,  and  Sulphide  of  Potassium,  no  detailed 
report  is  given,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  proved  imi)ractical 
on  a  larj^e  scale^  and  the  details  of  the  experiments  are  omitted  for 
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the  sake  of  brevitjr.  With  regard  to  spraying  nozzles  the  Riley  or 
Cyclone  nozzle,  with  jjroperly  adjusted  outlet,  has  every  advantage 
for  use  at  the  proper  season,  i.  e.,  early  in  the  summer  when  the 
insects  have  just  begun  to  spread  and  before  the  vines  are  too  tall 
or  when  a  good  deal  of  under-spraying  is  necessary ;  while  later  in 
the  season  when  the  vines  have  reached  the  top  of  the  poles  and 
more  force  and  more  direct  spray  upward  are  necessary,  some  more 
direct  end-discharge  nozzle  like  the  Climax,  giving  greater  force 
and  volume  than  can  ordinarily  be  given  by  the  Cyclone  nozzle,  is 
better. 


REPORT  ON  EXPERIMENTS   WITH   REMEDIES   AGAINST   THE  HOP- 
LOUSE, 

By  W.  B.  Alwood,  Assistant. 

LETTER  OF  SUBIHTTAL. 

Sm:  The  following  general  account  of  my  observations  and  experiments  relating 
to  the  Hop  Aphis,  conducted  under  your  direction,  and  in  part  with  your  person^d 
superintendence  in  the  field,  is  hereby  submitted,  accompanied  by  several  papers 
which  give  in  full  detail  the  resulte  of  experiments  with  insecticides  and  appliances 
for  using  them.  I  wish  to  state  that  the  Division  is  under  great  obligations  to  Mr. 
Springer  Groes,  who  was  at  the  time -acting  as  temporary  agent,  for  the  faithful  and 
intelligent  assistance  he  rendered  during  the  work :  also  to  Mr.  Martin  Goes,  on 
whose  premises  most  of  my  obs^Tations  and  experiments  were  made,  are  due  the 
pincerest  thanks  of  this  Division.  Nothing  could  have  exceeded  the  cordialitv  and 
good  will  shown  toward  the  work  of  the  Division  during  its  entire  progrcs*?.  With- 
out a  single  exception  aU  growers  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  were  uniformly 
courteous  and  wiUing  to  aid  ^e  Division  in  its  work. 
Very  respectfmly, 

Wm.  B.  Alwood. 

Prof.  C.  V.  RiLKY, 

U,  S,  Entomologist. 

INSECTICIDES. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  classify  and  use  remedies  according  to  their  known  or 
supposed  action,  but  such  substances  as  were  considered  possible  remedies,  so  far  as 
they  could  bo  obtained,  were  used  and  the  n^ults  are  here  given. 

A  practical  remedy  for  the  Hop-louse  or  for  any  injurious  insect  must  answer  to 
the  following  requirements :  (1)  It  must  be  cheap ;  (2)  it  must  be  harmless  to  the 
plant ;  (3)  it  must  be  effective  as  a  destroying  agent.  In  this  special  case  it  is  nec- 
essary to  add  another  specification,  viz,  the  limiid  must  spread  well  over  the  leaf 
when  sprayed.  However  deadly  a  remedy  may  oe,  unless  it  will  spread  over  the  leaf 
it  is  not  possible  to  make  it  reach  all  the  Hce,  hence  its  effectiveness  is  lost.  Soapy 
mixtures  and  emulsions  meet  this  requirement  better  than  anything  else  I  luive 
tried.  Cheapness  of  a  remedy  is  a  point  of  prime  importance,  and  togetlier  with  the 
facilities  for  applying  largely  determines  its  usefulness.  The  matter  of  raacliinery 
and  methods  of  apphc^ition  is  specially  considered  furtlier  along  in  this  paper. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  give  an  idea  of  the  average  cost  of  the  different  remedie«?,  that 
all  may  intelligently  consider  the  results  obtained. 

For  convenienfM^  I  will  give  the  following  facts  as  a  basis  of  calculaticm  :  There 
are  about  700  hills  of  hops  per  acre,  and  where  sprayed  when  the  vines  are  about 
half  grown  1  pint  will  spray  a  hill  when  applied  with  proi>er  machinerv .  This 
would  make  an  estimate  of  about  100  gallons  of  liquid  per  acre.  Howover,  this  is 
only  give)i  as  an  estimate  to  furnish  a  basis  for  calculation  when  considering  the 
cost  of  spraying  a  yard.  The  actual  cost  must  always  depend  on  circumstances. 
The  tests  wfth  the  various  substances  are  not  given  in  full,  with  data's,  etc.,  as  this 
only  tends  to  confusion  wliere  so  many  substances  are  used,  but  the  results  with 
each  substance  are  condensed  into  one  account. 

The  exiieriments  were  conducted  continuously  for  a  p«»ri<^>d  of  seven  weeks. 
Every  sul)stance  which  gave  any  promise  of  being  a  practic^il  remedy  was  re- 
peatedly used  imtil  I  was  satisfied  as  to  its  value. 
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The  trials  were  on  a  Bmall  scale,  using  only  a  portion  of  one  plant  in  each  test. 
Ii()iiids  were  applied  with  a  l)ellow8  atomizer,  and  the  few  powders  used  were  ap- 
|died  with  powder  bellows. 

POTASH. 

Saturated  solution  made  by  boiling  and  then  allowing  to  cool.  This  was  used 
strong  aa  foliage  would  bear  (diluted  four  times),  but  was  of  no  consequence  as  a 
remedy.  It  spread  poorly.  Home  few  were  killed,  but  not  enough  to  make  it 
worthy  of  trial  by  farmers.  At  this  strength  it  contained  much  more  potash  than 
eome  of  the  most  effective  soap  solutions. 

SODA. 

Caustic  soda  solution  prepared  as  the  last  was  less  effective.  Diluted  one  time  it 
was  not  injurious  to  the  fonage.  Evidently  it  is  not  practical  to  use  alkalies  simply 
in  solution,  but,  as  succeedina  tests  will  show,  soaps  are  effective  when  diluteti  so 
tiiat  one  pound  of  condensed  lye  is  distributed  through  100  gallons  of  water.  These 
solutions  do  not  spreafl  nearly  as  well  as  soap-suds. 

PABIS  OREBN. 

This  was  sprayed  upon  the  lice  in  strength  of  1  pound  to  50  gallons  of  water, 
like  all  liquids  of  tiiis  kind  it  would  not  spread.  Some  few  lice  were  killed  where 
immersed  under  drom  of  liquid,  but  not  many.  This  mixture  was  also  used  with 
soaps,  but  adrled  nothing  to  their  efficacy. 

Paris  green  was  ustnl  l)ecause  of  its  well-known  caustic  action;  however,  it  is  ap- 
parently valueless  in  this  case. 

ROSE  TOBACCO  SOAP. 

This  was  sent  to  tiie  Depai-tment  by  the  Rose  Manufacturing  C(»npany,  17  South 
William  street,  New  York  Oity.  The  company  give  as  the  ingredients  of  the  soap 
extract  of  tobacco  reduced  to  a  jtaste  in  vacuo  ana  then  mixed  with  soap  made  from 
ootton-seed  and  fish  oils  and  sodium  sulphide.  In  wholesale  lots  it  can  be  bought 
for  16  cents  to  20  cents  {x^r  pound,  depending  on  whether  put  up  in  largQ  or  small 
tins.  It  is  usually  offeretl  in  the  market  in  h&-poimd  tins.  As  an  insecticide  prep- 
aration it  is  not  poisonous  or  unpleasant  to  hanole. 

A  suds  of  this  was  made,  using  1  ounce  of  the  soap  to  2  quarts  of  water  and  kept 
in  iars  for  the  tests. 

At  this  strength  it  killed  effectually,  but  was  a  little  slow,  requiring  twentv  min- 
utes for  full  result.     It  spreads  well ,  but  not  equal  to  the  best  soaps  mentioned  below. 

Diluted  1  ounce  to  4  quarts  of  water  it  killed  quite  eff<^»ctualiy,  but  was  not  sure 
when  diluted  more  than  this.  At  this  rate  it  requires  at  least  6  po)unds  to  spray  an 
acre.     When  used  in  full  strength  given  above  the  hops  were  n<^  injured. 

ROSE  TOBACCO  EXTRACT. 

Furnished  by  the  same  company.  Principal  ingredient,  extract  of  tobacco  men- 
tioned above.  The  most  noticeable  difference  is  a  much  stronger  odor  of  tobacco. 
It  was  used  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  strengtlis  as  the  last.  It  does  not  spread 
^uite  so  freely  as  the  soap,  but  kills  the  lice  more  effectuallv.  The  odor  of  tobacco 
IS  so  strong  that  if  used  on  maturing  burs  it  would  doubtless  injure  their  quality. 
I  do  not  consider  this  a  practical  remedy  to  use  b^  itself  for  field  work,  but,  from 
experiments  made  just  at  the  close  of  our^work,  think  it  very  valuable  to  mix  with 
soap-suds. 

TOBACCO  DECOCTION  NO.  1. 

This  was  made  for  the  work  in  the  following  manner : 

One  pound  of  Leon  Hirsh's  Crystal  potash  lye  was  dissolved  in  1  gallon  of  soft 
water,  and  when  brought  to  a  boil  3  pounds  of  waste  from  cigar  factory  were  added. 
After  the  tobacco  had  been  thoroughly  steei)ed  in  the  boiling  lye  for  a  few  minutes 
the  whole  was  set  away  in  a  closed  vessel  to  cool.  When  cool  the  liquid  was 
strained  off.  In  order  to  get  anjrthing  like  the  original  gallon  of  liciuor  it  requires 
considerable  pressure.  This  extract  was  used  in  different  dilutions  from  five  to 
thirty  times  its  measure  of  water. 
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It  would  not  spread  well  though  strong  with  alkali,  and  was  not  a  success.  Di- 
lut*Ml  livG  ti^aes  it  was  yet  too  strong  for  tlie  foliage.  Diluted  ten  times  it  could  be 
naed  with  safety  and  lolled  effectually  when  lice  were  thoroughly  wet,  but  it  col- 
lects in  drops  too  much  for  good  work.  One  gallon  of  the  hquor,  as  made,  was 
worth  (50  cents. 

TOBACCO  DECOCTION  NO.   2. 

T}\is  was  made  as  follows  :  One  pound  of  tobacco  waste  was  boiled  in  1  gallon  of 
wati-u*  for  three  hours,  filling  up  to  1  gallon  when  done. 

This  was  used  pure  and  diluted  up  to  four  times.     It  spread  i)Oorly. 

Pure,  it  killed  all  lice  perfectly,  but  was  too  strong  for  the  foUage.  Diluted  four 
times,  it  yet  kills  fairly  well,  but  can  not  be  made  to  reach  all  the  Uce  because  it 
will  not  spread.  The  liquor  at  this  strength  added  to  soap-suds  (made  from  soap 
No.  1,  to  be  described  further  on  in  this  report)  gave  good  results.  Tlio  combined 
mixture  was  as  follows  :  Tobacco  extract  dilutea  four  times,  1  part ;  soap-suds  (1 
ounce  soap  to  2  quarts  water),  2  parts  ;  water,  4  parts. 

This  mixture  gave  excellent  results,  killing  almost  perfectly.  Mixed  in  the  above 
proportions,  considering  each  part  to  be  1  gallon,  the  total  nuxture,  7  gallons,  is 
worth  about  (yk  cents. 

This  is  dealer  than  a  mixture  should  be  for  general  use,  although  90  cents  to  $1 
I)er  acre  is  not  an  excessive  cost  for  material,  and  this  mixture  would  not  exceed  tliat 
cost  if  properly  used. 

KEROSENE  EMULSION. 

This  was  made  for  the  work  after  the  formulae  frequently  published  hj  the 
Division  of  .Entomology.  Tlie  quantities  used  for  one  mixing  were  oil,  8  pints  ; 
water,  4  pints  ;  soap,  i  pound.  Soap  No.  1  of  my  own  manufacture  was  used. 
This  gave  an  excellent  emulsion.  It  was  used  in  various  strengths.  At  ten  dilu- 
tions, the  foliage  was  immediately  blackened  and  the  vine  destroyed.  At  twenty 
dilutions,  the  iujiu^y  to  the  foliage  was  scarcely  perceptible,  yet  where  vines  were 
thoroughly  drenched  the  indications  were  that  it  did  slight  injury.  At  twenty-five 
dilutions  it  seemed  to  be  perfectly  safe. 

As  a  destructive  agent  for  the  lice  it  was  auite  effective  when  diluted  thirty  times. 
Sometimes  a  few  would  not  be  destroyed,  out  where  thoroughly  drenched  it  wate 
reasonably  sure.  This  strength  killed  leaf -hoppers  and  lady-birds  (Coccinellidae)  as 
readily  as  lice.  Above  thirty  dilutions  it  was  not  sure.  Even  at  this  strength  it 
left  a  considerable  odor  of  kerosene  on  the  vines,  but  tliis  disappeared  in  a  day  or  so 
and  no  injury  was  apparent  to  smell  or  sight.  This  Uquid  at  twenty-five  to  thirty 
dilutions  spreads  quite  well,  hardly  equal  to  best  soaps,  but  if  finely  atomized  an- 
swers all  purix)ses.  From  my  tests  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  practical  remedy 
at  these  strengths.  If  any  change  in  proportions  of  ingredients  used  is  made,  it 
should  be  in  the  soap.  This  may  oe  doubled  and  would  probably  add  a  little  to  the 
efiiciency. 

A  common  grade  of  kerosene  which  is  good  enough  for  this  work  can  be  bought 
in  most  localities  for  8  cents  per  gallon  by  the  barrel,  and  the  soap  used  can  be  made 
for  1  cent  per  pound.  Tliis  would  .make  tlie  batch  given  above  cost  S}  cents,  and 
diluted  with  25  gallons  of  water  to  one  of  emulsion  would  make  88^  gallons  of  wash. 
At  this  rate  100  gallons  would  cost  20  cents,  certainly  a  very  reasonable  price. 

PARAFFINS  EMULSION  (?). 

This  was  made  from  a  formula  in  Miss  E.  A.  Ormerod*s  report  (1886)  on  the  Hop- 
louse  in  England. 

The  word  paraffine  oil  is  used,  and  whether  meaning  commercial  parafifine  or 
kerosene  is  not  at  aU  certain.  Paraffine  is  not  an  oil,  but  a  solid  tallowy  residue 
left  in  the  distillation  of  petroleum  oils.  The  formula  given  in  her  report  is,  soap, 
12  poimds  ;  paraffine,  i  gallon  ;  water,  100  gallons.  The  paraffine  and  soap  were 
melted  and  heated  to  boiling  with  part  of  tlie  water,  and  then  added  to  the  balance 
of  the  water  and  all  thoroughly  churned  with  a  force  pump.  It  made  a  good  suds, 
but  u[)oii  cooling  the  parafione  arose  to  the  surface  in  small  tallowy  masses  coated 
with  particles  of  soap.  It  was  in  no  sense  an  emulsion.  This  was  made  from  my 
best  soap,  and  was  a  fairly  successful  wash  ;  but  as  the  effect  waa  solely  due  to  the 
soap,  and  as  tliis  will  be  mentioned  further  on,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  further  of 
it  hero. 

A  hke  preparation  was  made  using  kerosene  instead  of  paraffine.  It  was  thor- 
oughly churned  for  fifteen  minutes,  and  for  a  while  it  was  thought  the  oil  would  not 
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separate,  but  after  t^o  Iiours  it  came  to  the  top.  The  amount  of  keroeene  in  such 
a  mixture  is  hardly  worth  notice,  being  about  four-fifths  of  1  per  cent.  The  amoimt 
in  the  diluted  emiusion  previously  given  is  between  2  and  8  per  cent. 

QUASSIA  EXTRACT. 

This  was  made  as  follows  :  To  1  pound  of  quassia  chips,  2  gallons  of  water  were 
added  and  allowed  to  soak  for  four  days,  then  boiled  thoroughly  for  two  hours,  and 
filled  up  to  the  two  gallons. 

Apphed  pure,  it  killed  the  lice  effectually  where  they  were  reached,  but  it  will  not 
spread.  The  importance  of  the  wash  spreading  well  can  not  be  overestimated. 
This  wash,  like  many  others,  seems  to  collecc  away  from  the  lice,  and  only  those 
under  the  drops  are  effectually  destroyed.  Diluted  once  it  was  still  quite  effective, 
but  could  not  be  used  with  any  thoroughness..  I  do  not  consider  this  a  practical 
remedy  when  used  alone.    The  cost  of  quassia  chips  is  7  cents  to  10  cents  per  pound. 

gUASSIA  AND  SOAP  NO.   1. 

This  was  made  after  a  formula  given  in  Miss  Ormerod's  report,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Quassia,  6  pounds ;  soap,  8  pounds ;  water,  100  gallons.  The  quassia  was 
prepared  as  the  extract  previously  mentioned,  and  the  soap  was  my  No.  1. 

This  wash  killed  quite  effectively ;  it  was  about  equal  to  best  soap-suds.  This  re- 
sult must  be  in  part  attributed  to  the  quassia,  as  the  least  amount  of  soap  per  100 
gallons  of  water  we  found  effective  was  o  pounds,  and  this  only  under  most  favorable 
circumstances.  T|ie  wash  would  not  bear  weakening.  Quassia  at  7  cents  per  pound 
and  soap  at  1  cent,  the  wash  would  be  worth  45  cents  per  100  gallons.  At  the  vil- 
lage store  I  had  to  pay  10  cents  per  pound  for  quassia,  which  adds  considerably  to 
cost  of  the  mixture  as  actually  used. 

QUASSLA  AND  SOAP  NO.   2. 

A  mixture  also  made  from  Miss  Ormerod*s  report.  The  formula  was  as  follows : 
One  pound  soap,  1  pound  of  quassia,  22  gallons  of  water.  In  this  the  quassia  helped 
the  wash  in  enectiveness,  as  the  suds  without  it  was  weaker  than  would  kill.  It 
was  ^uite  effective  as  a  wash„  equaling  the  best  soaps.  It  would  not  stand  further 
dilution. 

The  actual  cost  of  the  22  gallons  was  about  11  cents,  or  50  cents  per  himdred  gal- 
lons. Quassia  has  long  been  known  as  a  remedy,  but  from  f aidty  methods  of  appli- 
cation and  otlier  points  as  noted  under  ''  Extracts  *'  of  same,  its  use  has  not  been  at- 
tended witli  best  practical  results.  With  soap  mixtures  it  seems  a  valuable  ingre- 
dient of  the  wash. 

FISH-OIL  AND  LARD  SOAPS. 

A  number  of  these  were  made,  some  of  which  were  successful  and  others  not.  The 
object  in  view  was  an  effective  remedy  at  least  possible  cost. 

Soap  No.  1. 

Formula:  Loen  Hirsh's  Crystal  potash  lye,  1  pound;  fidi  oil,  8  pints;  soft  water,  3 
gallons.  The  lye  was  dissolved  in  the  water,  and  when  brought  to  a  boil  the  oil  was 
added.  The  batch  should  be  cooked  usually  about  two  hours.  It  can  be  easily  told 
when  it  is  done  by  cooling  a  small  portion  in  a  cup.  When  done,  if  filled  up  to 
make  the  evaporation  by  boiling  there  will  be  about  25  pounds  in  the  batch  as 
given  above. 

This  mixture  made  an  excellent  soap.  When  cold  it  could  be  cut  and  handled  in 
cakes.    Throughout  the  work  it  was  the  standard  of  comparison  of  all  other  washes. 

The  fish  oil  was  an  excellent  article  and  cost  36  cents  per  gallon  in  New  York  City. 
The  lye  also  was  of  good  quality  and  cost  a  fraction  over  9  cents  per  pound.  This 
batch  of  25  i)ounds  thus  cost  23  cents,  or  about  1  cent  per  pound.  In  all  my  Work 
the  washes  were  made  entirely  of  soft  water  unless  otherwise  stated. 

Standard  suds  of  this  and  all  otlier  soaps  was  1  pound  to  4  gallons  of  water. 

At  this  strength  it  did  not  injure  the  vmes,  spread  well,  and  killed  perfectly. 

After  standing  several  days  this  strength  of  suds  became  a  thick,  mucilaginous 
mass  and  could  not  be  sprayed  without  further  dilution. 

The  suds  was  used  at  different  strengths  up  to  1  pound  of  soap  to  10  gallons  of 
water. 
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At  this  latter  strength  it  spread  fairly  weU,  but  was  weak  ih  action,  and  repeated 
tests  showed  that  it  was  hardly  safe  for  general  use.  However,  if  tests  were  re- 
sprayed  before  becominfi:  perfectly  dry,  it  invariably  killed. 

One  pound  of  the  soap  to  8  gallons  of  water  was  found  to  be  a  uniformly  safe 
and  satisfactory  wash,  although  after  standing  some  time  the  suds  would  lose  its 
efficacy.  We  l>ecauie  tlioroughly  convinced  that  soaps  should  be  made  and  used 
fresh,  and  that  suds  should  not  be  used  after  standing  longer  than  three  days.  At 
one  pound  to  8  gallons,  100  gallons  of  this  suds  costs  12  cents,  certainly  a  very  rea- 
sonaole  price. 

To  the  suds  of  this  soap  was  added  tobacco  decoction  No.  2  with  good  results. 
The  mixture  was  as  follows:  1  pound  soap,  8  gallons  tobacco  water,  18  gallons  of 
water,  making  16  jjallons  of  wash  in  all.  This  was  very  effective,  but  the  cost  of 
the  wash  was  considerably  increased  over  the  plain  soap.  This  mixture  was  sug- 
gested by  my  failure  to  make  tobacxjo  soaps  which  suitea  me  and  was  tried  just  at 
the  close  of  the  work  when  there  was  not  opportunity  to  test  it  out  carefully. 

We  were  convinced  that  soap  washes  are  much  improved  by  the  addition  of  to- 
bacco, yet  such  mixtures  so  far  as  noade  added  to  the  expensiveness  of  the  wash. 

Soap  No.  2. 

This  was  an  attempt  to  use  crude  potash  but  was  an  entire  failure  after  repeated 
trials.    It  seemed  impossible  to  make  a  good  fish-oil  soap  with  it. 

Soap  No.  8. 

This  was  one  of  several  resin  soaps  made  for  the  work.  ' 

Formula  as  follows :  One  and  one-fourth  pounds  lye,  1  quart  fish  oil,  one-half 
poiuid  resin,  2|  gallons  of  water. 

The  resin  was  melted  in  part  of  the  lye  and  added  boiling  hot  to  the  oil  and  the 
balance  of  the  lye. 

After  cooking  for  two  hours  it  appeared  to  saponify,  but  after  standing  a  day  or 
two  became  curdy.  Many  trials,  varying  the  constituents,  were  made  hoping  to 
secure  a  good  resin  and  fish-oil  soap,  but  none  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  With 
lard  I  had  no  trouble. 

Suds  of  this  soap  at  standard  strength  kills  slowly  but  effectually  where  all  lice 
are  thoroughly  wetted.  It  was  also  used  at  1  pound  to  8,  12,  and  16  gallons.  It 
would  kill  fairly  well  even  at  weakest  strength  if  very  thoroughly  applied,  but 
would  not  be  safe  for  general  application  weaker  than  1  pound  to  8  gallons  of  water, 
and  at  this  it  is  not  equal  to  No.  1. 

This  batch  makes  2o  to  80  pounds  of  soap  and  costs  for  material  about  25  cents. 

Soap  No,  4. 

This  was  an  attempt  to  make  a  soda  soap,  but  was  entirely  unsuccessful.  It  was 
made  and  remade  from  every  formula  in  my  possession  but  failed  in  each  instance 
to  saponify  properly.  The  soda  was  the  ordinary  caustic  soda,  costing  5  cents  per 
pound. 

Soap  No.  5. 

This  was  another  resin-oU  soap  made  similar  to  No.  8,  after  the  following  formula: 
Two  pounds  lye,  1  pound  resin,  3  pints  fish  oil,  18  quarts  water.  This  was  boiled 
for  nearly  three  hours,  when  it  api>eared  to  saponify,  but  on  standing  for  a  day  be- 
came curdy,  although  it  was  l>etter  than  No.  3.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  re- 
cook  these  soaps,  and  by  changing  the  proportion  of  ingredients,  especially  the 
water,  to  produce  a  soap  of  sucli  consistency  that  it  could  be  cut  into  cakes,  but  they 
were  unsuccessful  in  every  instance. 

This  batch  should  make  88  i)ounds  of  soap,  if  filled  up  to  full  measure  after  boil- 

f,  and  costs  38  cents,  a  trifie  more  per  pound  than  No.  3. 

t  was  not  as  effective  as  No.  3.  Standard  strength  killed  very  slowly.  At 
weaker  strength  than  1  pound  to  8  gallons  it  was  of  Uttle  use,  and  at  this  strength 
was  not  safe  for  general  work. 

After  standuig  for  some  time  the  suds  would  scarcely  kill  at  any  strength.  This 
soap  was  most  thoroughly  tet>ted,  and  was  in  no  sense  a  success,  and  it  is  very  clear 
to  me  that  resins  in  every  case  injure  my  soaps. 

Soap  No,  6. 

This  was  lard  soap  made  after  the  following  fonuula:  One  pound  lye,  4  pounds 
lard,  3  gallons  water.    This  ys-as  cooked  two  hours  and  made  a  beautiful  white  sof^ 
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and  firm,  so  it  could  be  cut  in  cakes  for  handling.  It  made  a  ^ood  suds  when  dis- 
solved, yet  was  not  so  smooth  as  the  oil  soaps  and  did  not  atomize  as  well. 

TJie  standard  suds  was  quite  effective,  kilbng  aU  but  a  few  lice  in  course  of  fifteen 
minutes.  It  does  not  spread  as  well  as  oil  soaps;  in  fact,  the  difference  in  quality 
of  suds  between  oil  and  lard  soaps  is  very  noticeable.  At  1  pound  to  8  gallons  it  de- 
stn>yed  the  lice  fairly  weU,  but  above  that  only  about  50  per  cent,  were  killed. 

This  preparaticm  would  scarcelv  do  for  general  work,  even  at  1  pound  to  8  gallons. 
Mixtures  of  this  soap  which  stood  tor  several  days  became  so  ropy  they  could  not  be 
used  at  all,  nor  could  they  be  diluted  or  be  made  to  form  a  smooth  suds.  I  do  not 
consider  this  soap  a  useful  article.  Counting  lard  at  6  cents  per  pound,  this  soap 
cost  33  cents  for  95  pounds. 

Soap  No.  7. 

This  was  a  lard-restn  soap,  made  in  the  following  manner :  One  pound  lye,  5  pounds 
lard,  ^  pound  resin,  3  gallons  water.  Cooked  as  the  other  re.sin  soaps.  It  made  a 
good  solid  soap.  This  was  most  tiioroughly  used  in  the  tests,  but  was  a  failure  com- 
pared with  the  best  resulta  Weaker  than  standard  sohttion  it  was  not  at  all  effect- 
ive,  and  at  this  str^igth  was  only  a  fair  wash.  It  is  scarcely  equal  to  plain  lard 
soap.  In  one  test  on  a  warm  afternoon  it  did  fairly  well  at  1  pound  to  8  gallofM. 
This  batch  makes  about  86  pounds  ot  soap  and  costs  44  cents. 

Soap  No.  8. 

This  was  an  oil-resin  soap,  made  as  follows :  One  and  one-half  pounds  lye,  2  quarts 
oil,  i  pound  resin,  3  gallons  water.  Cooked  as  other  resin  soaps.  This  was  decid- 
edly the  best  resin  soap  made  so  far  as  its  appearance  showed.  But  after  two  days 
it  became  slightly  curdy.  In  the  tests  it  was  the  least  effective  oil  soi^)  made. 
After  repeated  trials  it  was  a  failure  at  standard  strength. 

The  resin  soaps  all  made  a  good  foamy  suds,  apparently  strong,  but  not  equal  in 
caustic  action  to  plain  soaps.  They  were  thus  tnoroughly  tested  because  work  with 
them  elsewhere  for  Coccios  had  seemed  to  promise  good  results. 

8o(^>No.  9. 

This  was  a  tobacco  soap  make  in  the  following  manner :  One  and  one-half  pounds 
lye,  8  pints  fish-oil,  11  quarts  water,  2  quarts  tobacco  decoction  No.  2,  belled  lot  two 
hours,  did  not  saponify  well ;  reboiled  one  and  one-half  hours  and  added  6  quarts 
water ;  saponified  fairlj  well,  was  a  black  gummy  mass,  not  solid  enough  to  cut  into 
cakes.  All  together  this  should  make  a  batch  of  50  pounds  of  soap  at  a  cost  of  40  cents. 
At  standard  strength  this  soap  was  hardly  effective,  and  tests  with  weaker  suds 
showed  it  to  be  of  right  value.  It  would  not  do  for  general  work  weaker  than  1 
pound  to  4  gallons,  and  at  that  strength  falls  below  the  Mier  soaps. 

CX)KOLUSIONS. 

Remedies  applied  in  the  mi<ldle  of  a  warm  day  were  always  more  effective  than 
when  applied  early  or  late  in  the  day  or  on  a  cold  day. 

Only  hquid  applications  in  the  form  of  cheap  washes  are  at  all  practical  for  this 
insect.  ^ 

The  application  to  be  effective,  i.  e.,  for  best  results,  should  be  made  in  the  form  of 
a  fine  spray  to  the  underside  of  the  leaves,  and  if  applied  with  considerable  force 
the  results  are  better. 

The  use  of  the  patent  or  proprietary  remedies  which  we  have  tested  we  do  not  con- 
sider practical. 

Properly  prepared  keroeeno  emulsion  and  the  plain  fish-oil  soaps  are  cheap,  prac- 
tical, safe  reme<lies. 

Tlie  addition  of  tobacco  or  quassia  extracts  to  these  can  be  made  with  advantage 
so  far  as  quality  of  wash  is  concerned,  but  they  will  add  to  its  expensiveness. 

All  (extracts,  decoctions,  etc.,  which  wUl  not  spread  over  the  leaf,  but  collect  in 
globules  whc^u  sprayed,  are  not  practical  remedies,  tliough  they  may  kill  the  lice 
when  brought  in  actual  contact  with  them. 

KACHINERT  USED  IN  APPLYINa  mSECTICIDES. 

In  the  small  testa  made  especially  to  det-ermine  the  offeotiveness  of  different  sub- 
stances we  used  Woodason^s  blast  atomizer.  This  is  a  hand-bellows  with  a  cistwn 
attached  holding  about  one  pint,  and  for  use  in  a  small  way  is  very  serviceable.     It 
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has  been  previously  illustrated  and  described  in  publications  by  tliis  Division,  and 
needs  no  special  mention  here.  It  makes  a  very  fair  spray,  mit  for  general  field 
work  would  be  entirely  imserviceable. 

Several  small  pumps  were  taken  to  the  field  for  use  in  tlie  work  but  proved  to  be 
of  little  or  no  value.  -Ajnong  these  were  the  aquapult  manufactured  oy  W.  Sc  B. 
Douglas,  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  a  similar  pump  by  W.  J.  Johnson,  Newton,  Ma^. ; 
also  the  N06I  pump,  fitted  with  the  Vermorel  modification  of  the  Riley  nozzle,  lx)th  of 
which  are  manufactured  in  France.  Tlieso  pumps  are  good ,  serviceable  implements 
for  small  work,  but  for  the  magnitude  of  the  work  here  required  were  entirely  in- 
adequate. 

The  nozzles  on  these  pumps  should  be  mentioned.  The  first  two  were  each 
equipped  with  a  perforated  rose  nozzle,  and  the  Douglas  pump  with  a  small  collid- 
ing-jet  nozzle.  Both  of  these  styles  are  very  inferior  for  spraying  purposes  to  other 
styles  hereafter  mentioned. 

Of  larger  machines  several  styles  were  tried,  involving  practically  no  difference 
as  to  the  principles  of  the  machines,  the  points  in  view  bemg  capacity,  ease  of  hand- 
ling, and  cheapness  of  construction. 

The  two  points  of  prime  importance  in  all  spray  machinerv  are  a  good  pump  and 
nozzle ;  other  points  are  matters  to  be  settled  according  to  fancy  of  the  user  or  re- 
quirements of  the  work. 

A  pump,  to  do  good  work,  should  be  double-acting ;  and  of  the  different  stvles 
those  which  have  a  single  cylinder  are  decidedly  to  be  preferred.  All  of  the  best 
makes,  so  far  as  we  have  seen  them,  are  on  essentially  the  same  principle,  being  a 
small  cyhnder  or  piston  within  the  larger  or  real  cylinder  of  the  pump.  The  action 
is  by  lifting  on  the  upward  stroke  of  the  piston  and  by  displacement  on  its  down- 
ward stroke.  The  Douglas  pump  and  all  of  the  different  aquapults  are  made  on  this 
principle. 

The  tendencv  of  all  makers,  so  far  as  our  experience  goes,  is  to  too  small  capacity 
for  heavy  work  like  orchard  and  hop-yard  spraying. 

Few  nozzles  fill  the  requirements  for  such  heavy  work.  Tlie  eddy-chamber  system, 
of  which  the  **  Riley"  is  ttie  best-known  type,  and  the  Climax  nozzles  come  the  nearest 
to  perfection  of  anything  we  have  used.  The  Riley  nozzle,  when  properly  made,  is 
unsurpassed  for  making  a  perfect  spray ;  but  its  adaptability  to  general  work,  in  the 

2uantity  of  spray  and  ease  with  wliich  it  can  be  used,  is  perhaps  not  so  good  as  the 
llimax.  This  is  particularly  the  case  where  the  spray  is  to  be  projected  upward 
above  a  level  of  three  or  four  feet.  For  lower  spraying  the  Riley  nozzle  has  the 
advantage.  The  principle  on  which  the  Climax  is  made  is  the  projecting  of  a  stream 
of  water  against  a  wire  screen.  This  is  accomplished  by  means  of  a  nipple  made  to 
fit  hose  couplings  or  nipples  of  such  size  as  may  be  desired  ;  on  the  outer  end  of  this 
is  screwed  a  brass  tube  varying  in  diameter  and  length  according  to  size  of  nozzle. 

The  quantity  of  spray  is  regulated  by  the  size  of  the  orifice  in  the  nipple,  and  on 
the  outer  end  of  the  brass  tune  or  chamber  is  fa.stened  a  screen  of  bra.ss  wire,  vary- 
ing in  size  of  mesh  to  suit  the  size  of  the  orific>e  in  the  nipple. 

The  oridinary  field  nozzles  are  made  in  four  sizes,  and  are  in  outer  dimensions  8 
inches  long  by  1  inch  in  diameter.  The  liquid  projecting  through  the  nipple  strikes 
tlie  wire  screen  and  is  cut  into  perfect  spray.  This  is  an  entirely  new  principle  in 
the  construction  of  spray  nozzles  and  I  Mieve  from  my  tests  it  will  l)e  of  consider- 
able practical  importance.  This  nozzle  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Nixon,  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  and  is  manufactured  and  sold  by  a  firm  there. 

The  pumps  used  were  also  made  by  Mr.  Nixon  and  were  of  two  sizes  ;  the  small 
measured,  stroke  8  inches,  diameter  of  piston  li  inches,  baiTel  I5  inches.  The  larger, 
stroke  6  inches,  piston  li  inches  in  diameter,  barrel  2  inches  in  diameter. 

These  were  used  because  tiiey  could  be  easily  fitted  to  any  \x>x  or  barrel  tank  and 
came  as  near  my  idea  of  a  practical  pump  as  anything  I  had  used. 

On  these  pumps  but  two  kinds  of  nozzles  were  used,  the  Cyclone  and  Climax. 
The  size  of  orifice  found  most  suitable  for  the  Cyclone  was  one  sixti^enth  of  an  inch, 
and  of  the  CUmax  No.  2  of  the  regular  sizes  was  used  ;  the  orifice  in  the  nipple  of 
this  is  one  twenty-fifth  of  an  inch. 

The  smaller  pump  was  used  entirely  upon  a  hand-cart,  intende<l  for  use  as  a  lawn 
and  garden  engine.  As  made,  it  was  only  fitted  with  one  discharge  pipe.  But  ui)on 
experimenting  in  the  field  it  was  thought  best  to  have  two,  ana  thus  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  machine.  This  change  was  made,  but  the  jmmp  had  not  sufficient 
capacity  to  furnish  two  streams  and  work  easily,  hence  we  procured  the  larger  pump 
before  mentioned. 

The  nozzles  are  end  discharge  (Climax),  hence  the  hose  and  canes  used  to  support 
them  are  shorter  than  those  shown  on  the  larger  maohinfe. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  spraying  the  lower  leaves  properly  with  an  end  nozzle, 
but  when  up  to  a  height  of  6  or  G  feet  it  is  aooomplished  almost  as  readily  as  wiUi  a 
8ide-i8sue  noEzle. 
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This  difficulty  was  in  part  overoome  by  looping  the  hoee  downward  at  the  oirter 
end,  so  as  to  point  the  nozzle  upward  at  an  angle  of  about  45  de^ees  from  the  line 
of  the  supporting  cane.  This  is  easily  done  and  very  much  facilitates  spraying  the 
lower  leaves. 

The  larger  pump  was  rigged  to  two  different  tanks,  one  a  square  box  and  the 
other  a  barrel  supported  on  skids.  This  latter  is  shown  as  at  work  at  Plate  VII.  This 
pump  also  had  but  one  discharge  pipe,  but  we  had  another  fitted  to  it. 

These  tanks  were  made  to  illustrate  cheaper  apparatus,  as  the  mounted  hand-cart 
is  costly,  and  tlie  extra  expense  for  wheels,  etc.,  add  nothing  to  ite  efficiency.  The 
box  tank  holds  56  gallons  of  liquid,  and  the  cost  of  material  and  labor  for  making 
was  $8 ;  the  pump  cost  $9  ;  two  nozzles  at  $1,  $2,  and  40  feet  of  three-eighth-in^ 
rubber  tubing  at  15  cents,  $6,  making  the  cost  of  a  machine  full  rigged  $25.  In  this 
estimate  cost  of  canes  to  support  the  hose  is  not  included  but  amounts  to  only  a 
triiie.  This  machine  also  costs  a  considerable  sum,  but  with  proper  care  will  last 
for  years,  and  shoidd  be  of  great  service  in  other  ways  than  spraying  hops. 

Forty  feet  of  hose  is  necessary  for  side-issue  nozzles  (20  feet  to  each  discharge 
pipe).  For  end  issue,  30  feet  is  plenty,  which  slightly  reduces  the  cost  of  the  ma- 
chine.    Tliis  pump  was  used  for  both  side  and  end  issue  nozzles,  and  was  a  perfect 


The  feature  of  the  side-issue  nozzle  is  that  the  spray  is  delivered  directly  upward 
on  the  under  side  of  lower  leaves.  It  is  necessary  to  use  longer  canes  than  for  end 
issue,  so  that  when  reaching  upper  branches  the  angle  of  the  supporting  cane  will 
not  be  so  great  but  that  the  spray  will  be  delivered  nearly  upward.  There  is  an 
advantage  in  this  that  the  spray  is  delivered  farther  away  from  the  operator,  and 
hence  is  not  so  unpleasant  to  him. 

However,  in  practice,  the  farmers  who  assisted  in  the  work  very  decidedly  pre- 
ferred short  hose  and  end  nozzles.  The  extra  5  feet  of  hose  adds  very  much  to  the 
labor  of  handling  the  supporting  canes.  The  proper  length  of  cane  is  about  10  feet 
for  short  and  15  feet  for  long  hose. 

The  barrel  tank  previously  mentioned  can  befitted  up  for  at  least  $5  less  than  the 
box  tank,  and  answers  every  purpose  (see  Plate  VII).  The  bench  to  which  the  pump 
is  fastened  is  made  to  fit  the  round  of  the  barrel,  and  hooks  down  to  the  sides  and 
end  of  the  barrel  as  shown  in  the  plate.  The  pump  is  bolted  to  this  bench  and  then 
inserted  through  an  opening  in  the  barrel. 

It  is  not  a  n^atter  oi  any  importance  how  the  tank  is  supported  on  the  boat,  but 
the  skid  which  we  used  is  very  convenient  and  can  be  easily  made.  It  consists  of  4 
by  4  inch  scantling,  2  feet  6  inches  long.  The  bottom  pieces  are  placed  18  inches 
apart  and  the  top  pieces  13  inches  apart » and  bolts  put  through  each  comer.  The 
top  pieces  should  be  rounded  on  the  inner  surff^^es  to  meet  the  rounding  sides  of  the 
barrel.  I  will  add  here,  concerning  the  pumps,  that  a  flexible  tube  (hose)  is  fitted 
to  the  lower  end  of  thei)ump  cylinder  of  sufficient  length  to  reach  the  bottom  of 
whatever  tank  used.    Tliis  supply  pipe  should  always  be  covered  with  a  strainer. 

The  method  of  drawing  the  tanks  through  the  fields  on  a  flat-boat  is  cheap  and 
convenient ;  other  methods'  could,  however,  easily  be  devised.  A  barrel  mounted 
on  runners  can  be  easily  drawn  by  one  horse  anywhere  over  cultivated  ground,  and 
is  a  very  conveniently  rigged  apparatus. 

All  tajiks  should  be  provided  with  a  strainer,  through  which  the  liquid  is  poured. 
This  is  of  considerable  importance,  and  will  help  very  much  to  prevent  clogging  of 
the  nozzles. 

A  matter  of  importance  in  equipping  spray  machines  is  the  size  and  style  of  hose 
to  be  Vised,  Ordmarily,  spray  pumps  are  fitted  up  with  one-half  to  three-quarter 
inch  heavy  hose.  To  handle  these  on  a  cane  pole  of  any  length  requires  more 
strength  than  any  other  part  of  the  work,  and  they  are  entirely  useless  and  unnec- 
essary. A  good  cloth  insertion  three-eighths  or  one-quarter  inch  rubber  tubing  will 
answer  every  purpose  and  decrease  the  weight,  to  be  handled  about  50  per  cent. 
The  one-quarter-inch  tubing  will  furnish  a  stream  to  the  largest  nozzle  necessary 
for  any  ordinary  work.  Such  hose  can  be  bought,  of  fair  quality,  at  12  cents  per 
foot  for  the  larger  and  9  cents  for  the  smaller  size. 

lliese  sizes  are  not  kept  in  stock  by  local  dealers,  especially  in  villages,  but  can 
be  ordered  of  any  large  dealer. 

FIELD  TRIALS  OP  SPRAY  MACHINES. 

Several  field  trials  with  machines  were  made  to  practically  demonstrate  their  work- 
ings. The  trials  were  witnessed  by  farmers  and  others  interested,  though  no  attempt 
was  made  to  make  them  of  a  particularly  public  nature.  Messrs.  Mai*tin  and  Springer 
Goes  assisted  in  the  trials. 

On  August  3  the  mounted  hand-cart  was  used  at  Mr.  Goes's  yard.    We  were  able 
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to  spray  at  the  rate  of  2  acres  per  day,  two  persons  handling  the  machine.  It  was 
very  evident  from  this  trial  tnat  hauling  the  machine  by  hand  for  any  length  of 
time  was  quite  out  of  the  question,  and  in  all  future  trials  whatever  tank  we  used 
was  drawn  on  a  flat-lH)at  as  shown  in  Plate  VII.  Also  the  idea  of  having  two  dis- 
charge pipes,  thus  doubling  the  capacity  of  the  machine  with  the  addition  of  but 
one  man,  took  sliape  at  this  test. 

On  August  11  the  second  trial  was  made  at  Dr.  Norman  Getman's  yard,  about  2i 
miles  from  town,  along  the  shore  of  Canadarago  Lake.  In  the  meantime  the  pump 
had  been  fitted  with  two  discharge  pipes.  One  man  worked  the  pump  and  drove  the 
horse  without  difticulty.  We  used  both  side  and  end  issue  nozzles,  but  the  side  is- 
sue (Cyclones)  were  not  practical  on  short  hose  because  of  the  almost  perpendicular 
position  of  the  poles  when  reaching  the  top  branches.  For  the  lower  paits  of  vines 
they  worked  well:  they  did  not,  however,  pass  the  liquid  in  sufficient  quantity  for  rapid 
work.     The  end-iasue  nozzles  worked  very  satisfactorily. 

The  trial  wa«  not  as  satisfactory  as  I  had  hoped,  from  two  causes:  (1)  The  pump  had 
not  sufficient  capacity  to  supplv  the  two  streams  perfectly;  (2)  from  a  defect  in  fitting 
the  hose  to  the  pump  one  of  the  pipes  leaked  so  as  to  greatly  hinder  the  test.  The 
work  was  in  the  main  satisfactory  to  tliose  witnessing  it,  all  being  satisfied  that 
spraying  by  baud  was  practical. 

Dr.  Getnian  timed  the  work,  and  the  test  showed  a  rate  of  between  3  and  4  acres 
per  day. 

From  this  experience  we  decided  to  rig  up  a  pump  that  would  supply  two  streams 
with  ease,  also  to  show  how  to  arrange  a  cneaper  apparatus.  In  carrying  out  this 
idea  the  lar^e  pump  was  procured,  and  the  box  and  barrel  tank  fitted  up  as  else- 
where described. 

Several  tests  with  these  and  also  the  mounted  machines  were  made  on  August 
18  to  23.  Side  and  end"  issue  nozzles  were  used  and  tested  in  every  possible  manner 
to  the  satisfaction  of  myself  and  several  gentlemen  present.  During  these  tests  tiie 
orifice  in  the  side-issue  (Cyclone)  nozzles  was  tliree  times  enlarged,  until  they  were 
made  one-sixteenth  of  an  mch  in  diameter  at  which  size  they  worked  very  well. 

Considering  the  different  tests  made  as  to  rapidity  of  spraying  we  were  able  to 
reach  a  speed  of  4  acres  per  day  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  but  gen- 
enerallv  averaged  about  3  acres  or  a  little  better  with  the  Cyclone  nozzles.  With 
the  end-issue  (Climax)  nozzles  we  were  usually  able  to  make  a  little  better  speed  and 
to  more  thoroughly  drench  the  vines,  the  amount  of  spray  passing  these  nozzles 
being  greater  than  the  side-issue  nozzles,  though  the  opening  is  of  less  size,  being 
but  one  twenty-fifth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  This  is  probably  explained  by  the  fact 
of  the  liquid  passing  these  nozzles  in  a  straight  line,  while  ip  the  Cyclones  it  is  ar- 
rested in  the  eddy  cliamber  and  issues  from  the  side. 

The  spray  from  the  Climax  nozrle  also  reaches  to  a  farther  distance  than  from  the 
Qyclone. 

The  best  rate  of  speed  made  with  the  end-issue  nozzles  was  4  acres  per  day  or  a 
little  better.  However,  in  all  these  tests  the  measurement  was  for  a  full  stand  of 
vines,  which  is  often  not  the  case,  and  the  missing  hills  would  accelerate  the  speed 
of  spraying.  Also  the  tests  were  made  when  the  vines  were  nearly  or  quite  full 
grown,  when  in  practice  spraying  would  doubtless  be  done  a  month  earlier,  thus 
lessening  very  much  the  surface  of  vine  to  be  covered  and  making  the  probabilities 
of  reachmg  the  imder  side  of  all  the  leaves  much  greater. 

The  general  expression  of  those  witnessing  the  tests  was  in  favor  of  the  end-dis- 
charge nozzles,  but  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  much  of  the  spraying 
would  be  done  Ijefore  the  vines  had  attained  such  a  top  growth  as  when  this  work 
was  done,  the  side-issue  nozzle  might  prove  equally  serviceable.  Certainly,  for  de- 
livering spray  into  the  top  of  the  vines,  the  end  nozzle  is  best. 

So  far  as  the  gentlemen  witnessing  the  different  tests  expressed  themselves,  they 
were  decid^ly  of  the  opinion  that  the  spray  apparatus  was  a  success,  and  that  a 
m^Yimiitn  speed  of  at  least  4  acres  per  day  could  be  easily  acxjuired  with  a  little 
{uractice. 

LOCAL  EFFORTS  MADE  TO  DESTROY  THE  HOP-LOUSE. 

Comments  concerning  the  attempts  made  by  local  powers  to  destroy  the  lice  were 
occasionally  heard  during  my  work,  but  I  was  able  m  but  one  case  to  get  the  facta 
as  to  the  means  used  with  some  probable  degree  of  certainty.  This  was  the  work 
done  by  Mr.  T.  F.  Pier,  of  Springfield  Centre,  Herkimer  Coimty.  air.  Pier  is  an  old 
gentlemen  of  large  experience  in  hop-growing,  having  grown  and  dealt  extensively 
m  them  all  his  life. 

Last  season  (1886),  when  he  saw  that  his  hops  were  going  to  be  utterly  ruined  if 
something  was  not  done,  he  went  to  work  and  sprayed  them  in  the  following  nian- 
ner :  As  near  as  ho  could  recollect  he  put  25  pounds  of  tobacco  waste  in  a  lar^ 
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boiler  and  cooked  it  thoroughly,  then  put^the  decoction  thus  made  into  100  gallons 
of  water.  Tliis  was  sprayed  onto  the  hops  by  means  of  an  old  garden  engine,  drawn 
on  a  boat  by  horse.  One  man  drove,  another  worked  the  pump,  and  a  third  held 
the  nozzle.  There  was  no  spray  attachment  used;  the  nozzlo  threw  a  three-eighths 
of  nn  inch  solid  stream  and  uie  hills  were  thoroughly  wet  down.  Much  of  the 
hquid  was  thus  wasted.  Two  applications  were  made  early  in  July,  about  the  10th. 
The  second  application  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  lice  so  that  vines  made  some 

Sowth,  but  the  injury  was  already  so  great  that  there  was  no  crop.  Mr.  Pier 
inks  his  hops  much  better  this  year  from  the  effects  of  treatment,  as  they  were 
able  to  complete  their  growth  and  thus  leave  the  roots  in  better  shape  for  this  year. 
I  can  testify  that  his  crop  this  year  was  heavy  and  of  very  fine  quauty.  About  200 
pounds  of  tobacco  waste  was  used  and  15  acres  of  yard  treated. 

We  heard  of  another  instance  where  a  grower  sprayed  his  hops  with  strong  to- 
bacco decoction  and  saved  them,  but  the  odor  of  tobacco  was  so  strong  on  the  burs 
tfiey  were  almost  worthless.  We  were  not  able  to  personally  in(^uire  into  this  case. 
There  was  a  sort  of  common  expression  among  growers  tliat  sowing  buckwheat  was 
in  some  measure  a  protection,  but  last  season,when  there  was  abundant  opportunity 
to  test  it,  not  a  yard  was  saved  by  this  means  that  we  could  hear  of,  and  from  our 
inquiry  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be  of  much  efficacy;  and  as  a  prac- 
tice it  certainly  does  ruin  the  yard. 

SILK-CULTURE— REPORT    OF    THE    YEARS    OPERA- 
TIONS. 

MADE  TO  THE  ENTOMOLOGIST. 
By  Philip  Walker,  Agent  in  charge. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Silk  Section  of  the  Division  has  in- 
creased very  materially  during  the  past  year,  6,073  letters  having 
been  received  during  1888.  The  experimental  ^ilk  filature  has,  as 
has  already  been  explained  (page  1?  of  the  Commissioner's  report 
to  the  President),  been  virtually  at  a  standstill  since  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary, when  the  old  model  Serrell  automatic  machines  were  removed 
to  make  room  for  those  of  more  recent  construction  which  were  men- 
tioned in  the  last  annual  report.  These  .machines,  however,  did  not 
give  satisfaction,  and  I  have  been  at  work  ever  since  in  endeavoring 
to  perfect  them  so  as  to  produce  a  really  automatic  silk-reel.  I  have 
at  present  every  reason  to  believe  that  I  have  accomplished  the  de- 
sired result. 

As  the  filature  is  situated  in  the  museum  of  the  Department  it  has 
been  thought  best  to  keep  a  hand-reel  in  operation  for  the  benefit  of 
visitors.  On  that  reel  1  have  consumed  108  kilograms  of  cocoons 
and  produced  38  kilograms  of  silk.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to 
keep  this,  work  within  economic  limits,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  result. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  operated  two  machines  of 
the  old  automatic  type  at  the  Cincinnati  Exhibition  during  the  past 
summer.  They  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  did  good  seiw- 
ice  in  educating  tha  people.  We  also  exhibited  samples  of  cocoons 
and  silk  and  various  models  and  chai*ts  instructive  to  silk-raisers. 

The  section  will  also  be  represented  at  Paris  by  samples  of  Ameri- 
can cocoons  and  silk  produced  at  oui*  filature. 

DISTBIBUTION  OF  SILK-WORM   EGGS. 

Last  year  we  distributed  160  ounces  of  the  following  varieties: 

Italian, — Pucci  (Umbrian  race). 

Tranquilli  (Ascoli  race). 

Mercolini  (Marches  race). 
French, — Deydier  (Cevennes  race). 

Raibaud  TAnge  (Lower  Alps  race). 

Gkmlier  &.!Requier  (Var  race). 
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They  were  distributed  to  the  following  States  : 


StatM  and  TerritorieB. 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Dakota 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida , 

Oeorgla 

IllinoTs 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Massachusetts   • 

Minnesota 


Lots. 

Ounces. 

88 

8 

87 

4* 

1 

2 

.  1 

S 

1 

• 

1 

:r 

78 

18 

60 

lU 

61 

8t 

54 

8* 

2 

1 

8 

f 

166 
20 

It 

27 

6» 

18 

2| 

5 

u 

4 

i 

states  and  Territories. 


Mississippi 

Missouri 

Nebraska  

New  Hampriiire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Virginia 

,W<^shin£;ton  Territory 

West  Virginia 

WisconsLQ 


Ounces. 


8» 

I 

it 


For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  oflSce  the  demands  far  ex- 
ceeded the  supply  of  eggs,  and  after  having  distributed  1,037  lots  of 
eggs,  as  shown  above,  varying  in  quantity  from  one-eighth  ounce  to 
one  ounce  (25  ^ams)  th^re  still  remained  698  unfilled  applications. 
The  season  begins  in  Florida  in  Februarjrand  in  Wisconsin  in  May,  so 
that  the  silk-raisers  of  the  South  had  in  general  their  wants  sup- 
plied, while  those  of  the  North,  applying  later,  we  were  forced  to 
deny  or  to  supply  with  one-eighth-ounce  lots.  This  exhausting  of 
our  supply,  the  burden  of  which  fell  upon  the  States  raising  the  larg- 
est crops,,  had  a  very  material  effect  on  the  cocoon  product,  as  will 
be  seen  later  on. 

In  order  that  the  same  difficulty  should  not  again  arise,  we  have 
this  year  purchased  500  ounces  of  eggs,  as  follows : 

jPVencA.— Deydier  (Cevennes  race). 

Italian. — Mercolini  (Marches  race),  Pucci  (Umbrian,  two  races). 

These  500  ounces  of  30  grams  have  been  divided  into  2,495  boxes 
of  one-quarter  ounce,  the  smallest  quantity  which  will  this  year  be 
given  to  one  person.  Already  (February  1)  there  are  more  than  900 
boxes  promised  to  700  applicants. 

PRODUCTION  OF  COCOONS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  1888. 

The  production  of  cocoons  in  the  'United  States  has  probably  de- 
creasea  during  the  last  year.  Of  the  crop  of  1887,  as  stated  in  my 
last  report,  6,174  pounds  were  purchased  as  follows  : 

Pounds. 

Washington 2, 218 

Philadelphia 2,19« 

Peabody,  Kans 1,765 

Total  purchases  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 6, 174 

The  crop  of  1888  has  been  purchased  as  follows  : 

Pounda. 

Washington 2, 038 

Philadelphia 1,103 

Peabody,  Kans i 682 

Total  purchases  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains U,  913 
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From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pnrchajses  of  this  filature  fall  be- 
low those  of  last  year  by  nearly  200  pounds :  those  of  Philadelphia 
show  a  decrease  oi  1,000  pounds,  and  those  or  Peabody  a  diiniimcion 
of  1,083  pounds,  making  the  total  purchases  of  the  crop  of  1888  2,2(jl 
pounds  less  than  the  crop  of  1887.  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  re- 
turns from  California. 

On  the  face  of  these  returns  it  would  seem  that  the  interest  in  silk- 
culture  in  the  United  States  had  decreased  very  materially  between 

1887  and  1888.  I  do  not,  however,  think  that  this  is  a  fact.  I  as- 
cribe the  decrease  more  especially  to  the  fact  that  we  were  not  able 
last  year,  as  has  already  been  stated,  to  fill  the  application  for  silk- 
worm eggs.  Of  the  crop  of  1887,  we  received  two  nundred  and  sev- 
enty-nine lots  ;  of  the  crop  of  1888,  we  received  four  hundred  lots. 
In  1887,  eighty-one  samples  were  sent  us,  which  were  not  followed  by 
lots,  our  bids  not  being  accepted.  In  1888  ninety-eight  persons  sent 
samples  without  sending  lots.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  we,  in 
1887,  communicated  witn  three  hundred  and  sixty  correspondents  in 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  cocoons,  while  in  1888  that  number  rose  to 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  will  be  observed  from  the  list  which  follows 
that  in  1887  sixty-four  persons  received  more  than  $10  for  their  sea- 
son's work,  and  that  nine  persons  received  more  than  $40,  while  in 

1888  only  forty-eight  persons  received  more  than  $10,  and  nobodv 
was  paid  as  much  as  $40.  In  1887  the  average  price  paid  for  eacL 
lot  of  cocoons  was  $7.81 :  in  1888,  it  fell  to  $4.53. 

I  attach  hereto  also  a  list  of  purchases  from  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory by  the  different  purchasing  filatures.  It  will  enable  one  to  un- 
derstand where  the  principal  interest  in  silk-culture  is  shown: 

List  of  persons  receiving  more  than  $10 /or  theU*  cocoons. 

CfiOP  OF  1887. 


Name. 


Town. 


Ck>uiit7. 


Stato. 


Amount 
paid. 


llr«.L.B.FaUer 

Martin  Majer 

Mary  W.  Leiffh 

8.McSmith 

Baab  &  Letbrooh 

Mrs.D.D.G]ea8on 

Eva  Alden 

8.M.Witeon 

Gustav  Hardy 

Hrs.MoIUe  AOUer 

Fred  W.Scott 

James  Malz 

George  Nixon 

Sallio  Harris 

Mrs.H.  O.  Koberts 

Martha.  Dolaney 

Lena  Beeker 

Hemy  L.  Briggs 

J.  B.  Mercer 

Minnie  Partridge 

Mrs.J.M.Fakes 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Douglas 

MiSK  T.  M.  Eberhardt 

Kate  F.  Newkirk 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Miller 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Nelthorpe 

.Tessie  Franklin 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Seymour 

MissLibble  Paull 

n.W.Seavey 

Mrs.  Adelle  Walton 

A.  G.  and  V.  E.  ffinckJey. . . . 

AG  88 8 


darkesriUe 

Oonant 

Clarksville 

Carthage 

Nashvifle 

Rosedalo 

Alaska 

Buffalo 

MaxviUe 

Baltimore 

Elmwood ., 

Northampton.... 
Jefferson  City  . . . 

Woodbum 

&pring  Arbor 

Carbondale 

Herbom 

Schuyler 

New  Supply 

Paris 

Carbondale 

Zanesville 

Bronson 

Harrell's  Store . . 

Fair  View 

Biu'lington 

Saundersville 

Newark 

Gahanna  

HarrelPs  Store I  Sampson 

Hollow Saint  Louis. 

Galedburgh '  Knox , 


Habersham. . . 

Perry 

Mecklenburg . 

Jasper 

Washington . . 

Jersey 

Kent 

Wilson 

Perry 

Fairfield 

Cass 

Hampshire . . . 

Cole 

Macoupin 

Jackson 

Jackson  

Shelby 

Colfax 

Brunswick 

Edgar  

Jackson  

Mu5?klngum  . . 

Branch  

Samxwon 

Concordia 

Calhoun 

Sumner 

Lickin? 

Franklin 


Georgia  . 
lUinoiB... 
Virginia. 
Missouri. 
Illinois... 
...do.... 
Michigan 
Kansas .. 

Ohio 

...do.... 
Nebraska 

Massachusetts * 

Missouri . 
Illinois  . 
Michigan 
Illinois... 

...do ! 

Nebraska —  | 

North  Carolina...! 
IlUnols 1 

do 
Ohio 
Michigan 
North  Carolina 
Louisiana 
Michigan 
Tennessee 
Ohio 

do 
North  Carolina 

Missouri 

Illinois 


$10.50 
10.60 
10.60 
lO.fiS 
11.02 
11.02 
11.50 
11.55 
11.55 

v^.m 

liJ.lO 

le.oo 

1;:.C5 
l;J.fl5 
J?.  98 

10. 19 
13.75 
la.  80 
ia.91 
13.  W 
14.17 
14.80 
14.70 
l.\r»2 

ir>.  jv> 
ir..fi7 

17.  (X> 
17.05 
17.  aj 
18.11 
16.15 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114 


REPORT   OF   THE   00MMIS8I0NICB   OF   AGRICULTURE. 


List  of  persons  receiving  mare  tlian  $10 /or  their  6ocoa7W—C-oTi tinned. 
CROP  OF  1887— Continued. 


Name. 


Mis^  Louisa  Dt  nr-j  r 

Km.  S.O.  Allen        

Mrs,  RiLbunin'iJlH 

Amo*^  k.  (iktjj 

Liicln  Vt  iilJjiUL^  

J.  S-  F<?"r^itiuo.        

Mrs.  O.  (.4.  TliumTi  on 

Gei/fj^e  Lai!|i^imiiii  

KAtP  Karl  r 

Mrs.  Atltjllio  Tatiiss 

Mrs,  r.  W- Dirtis 

Henr>'  L.  Judd 

AltiK^lii  Ailani&< . .   

H.  V\ii»ch        

Jemtip  Il<ii*flirnjiii:1    

Mar>'  K.  Kiimy 

Mrs,  E.  A..  Uihljf 

Jennlt5  Kji>MiiiJifJii(3     

M.  T,  Jonttf —    

Mrs.  Lui^y  5L  Fnx 

Uattle  C.  Ycmiijaf 

E.  M.  Jff!1s^llflD       

F.  A- iriUlaniM 

MiUKie  Bra.jiHhjii^^ 

E*  M.  Wilier  ...    

J.  11  lik'kKV^       ,   

J.  C.  Miilh»r 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Ailitrjrm  

Heiiry  L.  Judd      


Town. 


Woodbum 

David  City 

Tavraou 

Blair 

Brusbj  Creek  . 

Carterville 

(ioldsborough  . 

Corwin 

Fair  Haven 

Canal  Fulton  . . 

Areola 

Marine 

Montserrat 

jUovington 

Brushy  Creek  . 

Mokena 

Palatina 

Brushy  Creek  . 
Goldsboroueh  . 
Spring  Garden . 

Woodbum 

Gk)rdon8ville . . . 

Tamaroa 

Du  Quoin 

Glendale 

Newton 

New  Orleans... 

Montserrat 

Btarine 


County. 


Macoupin 

Butler 

Baltimore 

Randolph 

Anderson 

Jasper 

Wayne 

Pre  We 

...do 

SUrk 

Douglas 

Madison 

Johnson 

Saint  Taraniany 

Anderson 

WiU 

Cook 

Anderson 

Wayne 

Volusia 

Macoupin 

Orange 

Perry. 

....do 

Pope 

Hanrey 

Orleans 

Johnson   

Madison 


State. 


Illinois 1 

Nebraska 

Maiyland 

Illinois 

South  Carolina  . .  * 

Missouri i 

North  Carolina. 

Ohio 

...do 

...do 

Illinois 

...do 

Missouri 

Loui.*«iaua 

South  Carolina. 

Illinois 

...do 

South  Carolina . 
North  Carolina . 

Florida 

Illinois 

Virginia 

Illinois 

...do 

...do 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Missouri 

Illinois 


Amount 
paid. 


$18.40 
18.  G2 
18.70 
1U.&5 
20.25 
90.70 
21.27 
28.00 
22.00 
22.67 
28.00 
23.00 
23.02 
26.45 
27.90 
28.75 
31.62 
32.77 
36.70 
38.00 
43.98 
46.40 
48.00 
61.76 
61.76 
64.54 
64.62 
77.91 
98.90 


Total  number  of  lot« 

Lots  costing  more  than  |10  . 


879 
64 


CROP  OF  1888. 


MM.  H.  E.  Preston 

Mrs.Alfred  Falmestock 

Miss  Eva  Alden 

John  M.  Hanssen 

MlBsL.  Addie  Gaston  . . 
Miss  Clara  A.  Cooper  . . 

Miss  Clara  Slough 

Mailln  MoAs 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Merwr 

Justus  Ba^ib 

Mrs. Sarah  IJ.  Johnson. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Fairbanks  . . . 

David  Jones 

James  L.  Wobb 

Mrs.  I.  D.  Graham 

Mrs. Fred  A.Reynolds. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Ramsey 

Martin  Mayer 

Fred  Josse 

Miss  Minnie  Jager 

Willard  Thing 

D.  G.  Friesen 

Nettie  Painter 

Mrs.  Carrie  Price 

Mrs.  Kate  t^.  Dutton  . . . 

A.  Jane  Ball 

Miss  Mappie  Brayshaw 

Mrs.  H.  H.  JptfT 

Mrs.  George  J.  Ford  . . 
Miss  Clara  A.  C\»opt»r. . 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Gilison 

Beulah  Wallm*e 

Miss  Jennie  Rosainontl 
Miss  Ilanuaii  S«»avt\r  . . 
John  Rickenhacher*. . . . 
Jto.M.  W.Dare. 


Grant  PaA 

Chambersburgh  . . 
.  Alaska 

(irand  Island 

!  l>imcans — *.   

Henderson , 

I  Daytona 

(iood win's  Comer 

'  New  Supply 

'  Nashville 

!  Penfleld 

IJndenville 

I  Wyoming 

I  Anderson 

!  Lane 

I  Buda 

Oconee  Mills 

Conaut 

!  Piqua 

I  Neoshd 

Du  Quoin 

Jansen  

!  Rockingham 

I  Kosse 

Toronto 

j  Cleveland 

Du  Quoin 

I  Areola 

I  Carlton  Station... 
'  Henderson 

PIJ^^louth 

Bloom 

Brushy  Cref^k 

Hn  rrell's  Store  . .. 

(Jahauna 

Newark 


Kankakee  . 
Franklin... 
Kent 


Hall  . 
Spartanbtirgh  . 

Volusia 

Union 

Bmnswick 

Washington  . . . 
Chamijaigh . . . . 

Ashtabula 

Stark 

Madison 

De  Witt 

Bureau 

Hall 

Perry 

Miami 

Newton 

Perry 

Jefferson 

Rockingham . . . 

Limestone 

Woodson 

Bradley 

Perry 

Douglas 

Orleans 

Knox 

Marshall 

Cook 

Anderson 

Sampson 

Franklin. 

Knox 


Illinois 

Pennsylvania. . . 

Michigan 

Nebniska 

South  Carolina  . 

Illinois 

Florida 

Iiuliana 

North  C'nrolina . 
niiii:)is  


Amount 
paid. 


<^hio 

llliuois  

Indiana 

Illinois 

...do 

(teorpia 

Iliin(»i.s 

Ohio 

Missoiu'i 

Illinois 

Nebraska 

Virginia 

Texas  

Kansas    

Tennessee 

Illinois 

...do 

New  York 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Illlnoi.«» 

Sotith  Carolina  . 
North  Carolina . 

Ohio 

MiSBoiuri 


$10.00 
10.20 
10.23 
10.36 
10.72 
10.76 
10.76 
10.80 
11.00 
11.00 
11.00 
11.02 
'  11.26 
11.56 
12.00 
12.20 
12.26 
12.60 
12.80 
13.98 
12.96 
19.20 
18.81 
14.06 
14.26 
14.86 
15.60 
15.75 
19.18 
19.60 
90.18 
20.80 
20.86 
2(\47 
«2.00 

ae.60 
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List  of  persons  receiving  more  than  f  10/or  their  eocoort^— Continued. 

T  T 


Namo. 


Town. 


County. 


State. 


Mia  Adda  Kohler Chilo Clemiont   '  Ohio 

Mul Sarah  L.  Jones ,  Piqua Miami ....do ^ 

Dora  lAitigmQil Ooi-win l*roble '  —  uo 

Miv. «'.  jI.  Wilson Hebron Porter Indiana. .   . 

Mraw  Sarah  Lackey New  Bells villc j  Biwvu do 

J.  Oottileb  Achate Araboy Blue  Earth Minnea«jta  . 

JC»  Amanda  Shelton :  Areola 1  Douj^las Illinois. 

Mrs.  Paonle  Forbes Concordia I  Cloud. . . . 

Mm  F.  W.  CiutiB Areola Pouglas  . 

Mis.  L,  Vial  Cavo  City Barren . 

Mre.  E.  Mackey i  Plea«onton '  Linn Kansas  . 

Fred  Jo?«t» Piqua 1  Miami '  Oliio  . 


Kansas.. . . 

Illinois 

Kentucky 


1 


Total  ounlber  of  lots 

Loti  costtnjj^  $10  or  moi*e 


Amount 
paid. 


$22.50 
23.10 
26.30 
25.72 
2.5.86 
26.26 
26.60 
29.32 

an  70 

82.88 
84.12 
88.86 


Product  of  cocoons  for  the  crop  of  1888,  as  shown  by  the  purchases. 


400 

48 


States  and  Territories. 

Washing- 
ton. 

Philadel- 
phia.    . 

Alabama 

AriBotia    

L6.    OB. 

32    4 

Lb.  oz. 

5    7| 

AHttosas 

Cfclifomla       

15  14 

8  12  , 

Odorado 

OoQnecticuL      .           ... 

1    8 

2  18 

Dakota         

Dtiawaro 

c'i'i 

District  of  Columbia 

3    4 
71  12 
31    3 

Florida 

72    5 
1    0 

Georeia                          ...   . 

Idaho 

O&ioia 

440    2 
178  10 
2 
14    4 
001  10 
63  13 
36  10 

140    0 
70  18 

iiKliana                 

Iidian  Territory 

Iowa .' ,... 

12  15 
40    5 
10    4 

*«»n««*                   ,  a       ,    . 

Kentucky 

I^ii^ana 

mSSt.  ...... ...::::::::: 

Maryland 

0    3 
10    8 
85    2 
87  14 

2    8 

19    C  ■ 
6    2 
93    3 

Xaasachusetts    

Michigan ; 

EKa: ....:...: 

Miflifisflppi 

States  and  Territories. 


Miflfiouri 

Montana 

Nebraska. 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire . 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina . . 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina . . 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

We«t  Vlrprinia  . . . 

Wi8oon<^iii 

Wy«>mitu^ 


Washing  i  Philadel- 
ton.  phia. 


Lb.  oz. 
137    9  , 


Lb.  oz. 
162  11 


46  14 


10  11 


8    3 


64 
304 


45    0 


02    8 


Total i  2,088    0 


2  14 

12  10 

875  lU 


96    7i 


1    3 


88    0 


0  a 


1,198    0 


*  In  addition  to  this,  Kansas  produced  682  pounds,  purchased  by  the  atatiuu  at  Poabody. 


CO-OPEKATING  ORGANIZATIONS. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Kansas  State  Silk  Commis- 
sion has  been  continued  at  Peabody ,  Kans.  Unfortunately,  liowever, 
too  great  a  proportion  of  its  biennial  fund  was  expended  during  the 
first  year,  and  the  commission  has  been  somewhat  cramped  finan- 
cially of  late.  It  has,  however,  made  material  ])urcha8es  of  coco(ms, 
ae  shown  elsewhere,  and  has  been  generally  of  great  assistance  to 
sericulture  in  Kansas  by  giving  advice  and  encouragement  to  silk- 
raiser.s  in  that  State. 

The  Women's  Silk  Culture  .Association  of  the  United  States  at 
Philadelphia  has  been  working  uncU^r  an  appropriation  (^f  $5,000  for 
the  last  fiscal  year,  and  this  ap])r(>priation  has  been  rei)eated  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  bSHh.  The  association  submitted  a  report 
to  Congress,  through  this  T)Hi>artment,  August  17,  1888,  showing  its 
operations  for  the  fiscal  year  then  just  terminated,  and  this  report 
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was  published  (H.  R.  Mis.  Doc.  No.  103,  50tli  Cong.,  2d  sess.).  Since 
the  publication  of  that  report  its  president  has  forwarded  us  a  sum- 
mary of  their  purchases  of  cocoons,  which  will  be  found  on  another 
page.  She  also  informs  me  that  they  have  distributed  during  the 
summer  5,338  mulberry  trees. 

The  Ladies'  Silk  Culture  Society  of  California  was  also  the  recip- 
ient of  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  which 
was  reduced  to  $2,500  for  the  present  year.  The  principal  endeavors 
during  the  last  year  were  to  get  their  mulberry  orchard  at  Piedmont 
into  good  condition  preparatory  to  more  extensive  operations.  A 
report  of  their  work  for  that  period  has  aU-eady  been  submitted  to 
Congress  and  published  (H.  R.  Mis.  Doc.  No.  543,  50th  Cong.,  1st 
sessT). 

Congress  also  made  an  appropriation  for  the  present  fiscal  year  to 
enable  Mr.  Joseph  Neumann,  of  Calif ornia,  to  experiment  witn  what 
was  claimed  to  be  a  newly  discovered  native  silk- worm.  His  report, 
which  was  recently  submitted  to  Congress  and  printed  (Sen.  Mis. 
Doc.  No.  29,  50th  Cong.,  2d  sess.),  shows  that  he  had  reaiscovered 
the  Attacus  cecropia,  a  worm  which  has  been  well  known  to  natural- 
ists in  this  country  for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  whose  habits  have 
long  since  been  thoroughly  studied. 

A  new  organization  nas  appeared  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  entitled  the 
Southern  Land  and  Silk  Association.  This  association  has  pur- 
chased land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Annapolis  and  has  colonized  it 
with  about  thirty  families.  The  coming  season  will  be  their  first, 
and  therefore  there  is  no  report  to  be  submitted  upon  their  work. 

APPARATUS  FOR  WASHING  SILK-WORM  EGGS. 

In  the  production  of  silk-worm  eggs  there  is  always  a  certain 
quantity  of  light  and  worthless  eg^s  as  well  as  much  loose  dirt  which 
should  DO  removed  before  the  gram  is  put  upon  the  market.  This 
mav  be  done  by  relying  on  the  fact  that  the  good  eggs  will  generally 
sink  and  the  bad  ones  and  the  dirt  rise  to  the  surface  in  a  vessel  of 
water.  At  our  request  we  were  fui*nished  with  designs  of  an  excel- 
lent apparatus,  embodying  these  principles,  by  Signer  G.  B.  Deber- 
nardi,  editor  of  the  journal  Indnsiria  Serira,  of  Turin.  The  appara- 
tus was  invented,  we  believe,  by  one  Broglio,  of  Bologna. 

It  consists,  as  we  have  had  it  constructed,  of  five  tin  reservoirs, 
B,  C,  D,  E,  and  F,  Plate  V,  fig.  1,  inside  of  each  of  which  there  is  a 
movable  lining  with  a  perforated  bottom.  The  eggs  are  jilaced  in 
the  reservoir  B  and  a  stream  of  water,  sufficiently  strong  to  keep  the 
eggs  in  motion,  is  admitted  through  the  inlet  pipe  A.  The  light 
eggs,  as  well  as  some  of  the  good  ones,  rise  to  the  surface  and  over- 
flow into  the  pan  C,  thence  to  D  and  E,  and  finally  to  F,  from  which 
labter  reservoir  the  water  passes  through  the  outlet  pipe  G.  In  each 
overflowing  some  of  the  good  eggs  will  go  to  the  bottom  while  the 
light  ones  will  continue  on  the  surface  and  be  finally  collected  in  the 
pan  F.  It  ia  found  that  one  or  two  repetitions  of  this  operation  will 
remove  all  the  light  or  poorly  fecundated  eggs. 

SCIENTIFIC  TESTING  OF  COCOONa 

In  the  scientific  determination  of  the  value  of  the  cocoons  of  the 
Bornbyx  mori,  many  more  features  are  studied  than  is  thought  nec- 
essary in  commercial  dealings.    The  silk-reeler,  beyond  the  observa- 
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tion  wliich  lie  can  ^ive  by  sight  and  toncli,  and  the  rough  estimation 
of  doubles  and  satiny  cocoons,  never  puts  fresh  cocoons  to  any  fur- 
ther or  more  searching  test.  In  the  purchase  of  dry  cocoons,  which 
are  usually  bought  in  larger  lots  than  fresh  ones,  he  takes  the  addi- 
tional precaution  of  having  one  or  two  kilograms  reeled  by  his  more 
expert  operatives  and  noting  the  rendition  and  the  quality  of  the  silk 
produced. 

The  scientist,  however,  more  especially  in  the  comparison  of  races, 
pushes  hisresearphes  further.  At  the  silk  laboratory  at  this  Depart- 
ment, the  following  observations  are  made  upon  a  sample  of  twenty 
cocoons  so  selected  as  to  represent  the  lot  which  is  the  object  of 
study: 

The  dimensions  of  all  the  cocoons  are  determined  ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  length  and  the  diameters  at  one  end  and  at  the  constricted  center. 

Each  cocoon  is  weighed  in  milligrams.  Weighing  to  one-tenth  of 
a  milligram  is  so  delicate  an  operation  that  it  is  not  thought  worth 
while  to  pass  the  time  necessary  therefor,  as  the  results  would  be  of 
but  little  if  any  greater  value. 

The  cocoons  are  then  divided  into  three  lots,  consisting  of  ten  co- 
coons for  reeling,  six  cocoons  for  boiling  off,  and  four  cocoons  for 
volumetric  determinations. 

The  reeling  is  performed  upon  a  special  machine  which  is  a  modi- 
fication of  my  own  design  of  the  one  used  in  the  Lyons  laboratory. 
It  will  be  described  further  on.  The  single  cocoon  is  here  taken, 
and  the  end  having  been  obtained  with  the  production  of  as  little 
frisons  as  possible,  is  unwound  in  skeins  of  one  hundred  meters  each. 
Between  each  of  these  skeins  a  sample  five  meters  long  is  taken  off  on 
a  card  for  miscroscopical  measurements  and  serimctric  tests  of  its  te- 
nacity and  elasticity.  The  total  length  of  the  filament  of  each  cocoon 
is  thus  found,  together  with  its  diameter,  strength,  and  elasticity  at 
each  one  hundred  meters.  The  weights  are  also  ascertained  of  the 
frisons,  reeled  filament,  and  telette.* 

In  the  boiling  off  the  six  cocoons  are  first  dried  in  the  conditioning 
oven  until  all  the  water  is  expelled.  The  correction  thus  noted  is 
applied  in  obtaining  the  net  weight  of  all  of  the  twenty  cocoons  of 
the  sample.  They  are  then  cut  open  and  the  chrysalides  and  cast- 
ings removed  and  weighed.  The  silken  pods  are  also  weighed,  all 
six  together.  They  are  then  thoroughly  boiled  in  distilled  water  to 
remove  the  wax,  and  then  in  a  saturated  solution  of  white  castile 
soap  to  dissolve  the  gluten  (grds).  They  are  dried  and  weighed  after 
each  operation,  and  we  have  thus  the  weight  of  the  chrysalides  and 
castings,  and  of  tlie  wax,  gluten,  and  fibrme  of  the  silken  pod. 

The  remaining  four  cocoons  are  measured  in  the  Blanc  volumeter, 
to  be  further  described. 

For  the  greater  facilitation  of  the  many  operations  entailed  in  the 
boiling  off  I  have  devised  a  small  multiple  hook,  shown  in  Plate  XI, 
fig.  4.  It  consists  of  a  small  German-silver  wire,  at  the  top  of  which 
is  an  eye  and  at  the  bottom  a  small  plate,  from  which  radiate  six 
hooks.  The  six  cocoons  are  first  well  slashed  with  a  section-cutting 
knife,  so  that  the  chrysalides  and  castings  may  be  easily  removed  at 
the  proper  stage.  They  are  then  firmly  affixed,  one  to  each  of  the 
radiating  hooks,  and  there  they  remain  during  the  whole  series  of 
determinations,  the  boiling  kettles  and  drying  oven  being  so  arranged 

*Telette.  That  portion  of  the  cocoon  and  chrysalis  remaining  after  all  the  silk 
possible  has  been  unwound. 
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that  they  may  be  conveniently  suspended  in  them.  The  handling  of 
the  cocoons  is  thns  entirely  avoided,  as  the  wires  are  til  ways  grasped 
by  a  special  form  of  pincers  and  moved  from  oue  piece  of' apparatus 
to  another. 

The  balance  used  is  one  made  especially  for  me  by  Troemner,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  so  adjusted  as  to  weign  to  1  millimoter  on  the 
divided  beam.     This  insures  rapid  and  sufficiently  accurate  work, 

APPARATUS  FOB  MAKING  THE  ABOVE   TESTS. 

Indicator  Oven  for  dry itig  Cocoons. 

It  has  been  stated  that  in  the  boiling  off  of  cocoons  it  is  necessary 
to  carefully  dry  the  sample  under  inspection  at  each  stage  of  tlie  op^ 
eration.  The  necessity  of  this  will  be  understood  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that,  besides  the  free  water  adhering  to  the  silk  upon  its  re- 
moval from  the  boiling  kettles,  the  fiber  itself  will  absorb,  ofmoisture, 
as  much  as  24  per  cent,  of  its  dry  weight.  It  is  therefore  not  possible 
to  know,  without  thus  reducing  to  absolute  dryness,  what  proportion 
is  water  and  what  silk.  In  an  atmosphere  oi  ordinary  dryness  the 
silk  will  contain  about  10  per  cent,  of  water,  and  this  amount  has  been 
agreed  upon  as  a  standard.  In  what  is  called  the  **  conditioning"  of 
raw  silk  all  the  water  is  dried  off  in  a  ^*  conditioning  oven  "  and  the 
silk  is  weighed  while  still  in  the  oven.  To  the  weight  thus  deter^ 
mined  is  added  11  per  cent.,*  and  the  weight  thus  obtained  is  called 
the  *'  conditioned  weight "  of  the  silk. 

In  handling  the  many  small  samples  which  pass  through  our  labora- 
tory miich  time  is  lost  in  drying  the  cocoons.  On  the  other  band, 
the  operation  of  weighing  may  be  performed  with  rapidity.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  water  is  first  driven  off  in  a  steam  bath  and 
the  cocoons  are  then  transferred  to  an  oven,  which  for  conven- 
ience I  call  the  "*  indicator,"  inasmuch  as  the  balances  used  are  not  of 
sufficient  delicacy  to  show  the  final  weight,  but  only  indicate  the 
time  when  about  all  the  water  has  been  expelled. 

Thisindicator  consists  of  a  hmg  pan  with  a  triple  wall,  as  shown  in 
PI.  V,  fig.  2.  It  is  surmounted  with  six  small  balances,  each  having  a 
saddle  on  one  arm  of  the  beam.  To  the  other  arm  is  suspended  a 
pan  into  whicli,  the  saddle  being  at  zero,  is  pcnired  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  sand  to  counterbalance  the  weight  of  the  wet  cocoons.  As 
the  water  is  driven  off  the  cocoons  become  lighter,  and  the  saddle  is 
slipped  along  the  beam  to  counteract  the  loss.  When  this  reduction 
in  weight  ceases  the  cocoons  are  transferred  to  the  Troemner  balance 
mentioned  above,  and  accurately  weighed. 

Caliper  for  measuring  Cocoons. 

The  necessity  for  some  (^uick  method  of  measuring  cocoons  led  me  to 
devise  the  apparatus  shown  in  Plate  VI,  fig.  1.  It  consists  of  a  pointer, 
D,  to  which  is  attached  a  finger,  B,  which,  in  a  position  of  repose,  rests 
upon  another  finger,  A,  attached  to  the  base  of  the  apparatus.  At  the 
end  of  the  pointer  is  a  divided  circle,  E,  whose  radius  is  four  times 
the  distance  from  A  to  the  center  of  movement.  The  axis  upon 
which  the  ])ointer  swings  is  terminated  by  a  milled  head,  C,  by  which 

*  Calling  the  dry  weight  lOOper  cent.,  we  thus  have  100  per  cent,  plus  11  percent., 
which  eijuals  111  per  cent.  Now,  the  11  per  cent,  is  essentially  10  per  cent,  of  lU, 
and  the  silk  so  reduced  thus  contains  10  per  cent,  of  water  as  stated  above. — P.  W. 
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the  pointer  can  be  maneuvered.  The  cocoon  to  be  measured  is 
placeid  between  the  fingers  A  and  B  and  the  dimension  desired  is  at 
once  indicated  on  the  scale.  This  sjstem  is  more  rapid  than  those 
whicli  employ  Vernier  or  other  cahpers  and  is  sufficiently  accurate 
for  all  practical  purposes.  While  the  scale  indicates  but  millimeters 
it  is  possible  to  approximate  to  quarters  of  millimeters,  as  the  divis- 
ions are  at  least  5  millimeters  long. 

The  Blanc  Cocoon  Volunheter, 

Although  we  have  determined  the  principal  dimensions  of  our 
sample  cocoons  we  wish  to  obtain  still  further  information  by  study- 
ing their  volumes.  The  great^  diversity  of  form  existing  among 
cocoons  makes  it  impossible  to  calculate  the  volumes  trom  the 
length  and  diameter,  and  we  ar^  therefore  forced  to  have  recourse 
to  direct  experiment.  For  this  purpose  we  employ  a  volumeter  de- 
signed  by  Mr.  L.  Blanc,  of  Lyons,  and  constructed  for  us  by  Eimer 
&  Amend,  of  New  York,  after  designs  published  in  the  third  annual 
report  of  the  Lyons  Silk  Laboratory.  It  is  shown  at  Plate  VI,  fig. 
2.  It  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  any  body  completely  submerged 
displaces  a  volume  of  liquid  e<iual  to  its  own  volume.  Mr.  Blano's 
own  account  of  the  apparatus  is  excellent  and  is  reproduced  here : 

The  volumeter  i«  composed  of  a  reservoir,  B;  whose  dimensions  are  such  that  the 
lar^eet  cocoons  can  be  easily  introduced  into  it.  This  bottle  is  closed  by  a  stopper, 
which  is  surmounted  by  a  tube,  A*  Tlia  stopper  Bets  into  the  uiouth  of  the  bottle 
with  a  ground  joint  whicli  is  carefullv  adjusted.  The  tube  A  is  divided  into  tenl^ 
of  a  cubic  centimeter,  and  the  ^ero  of  the  graduation  (which  reaches  10  cubic  centi- 
meters) is  placed  at  it^  lower  end. 

The  exact  capacity  of  this  apparatus  to  the  zero  point  being  known  it  is  easy  to 
determine  the  volume  of  any  cocoon  which  is  placed  in  it.  It  is  only  necessary, 
after  the  cocoon  has  l>een  inserted^  to  empty  into  the  ui)i>er  end  of  the  tube,  which 
is  slightly  enlarged,  a  volume  of  liquid  such  as,  were  the  instrument  ^mpty,  would 
rise  to  the  zero  of  the  graduated  tube.  This  liquid,  instead  of  stopping  at  zero, 
mounts  higher  in  the  tube  bv  a  quantity  ec^uki  to  tnat  of  the  volume  of  the  cocxxm. 
A  simple  reading  of  the  scale  will  then  give  tlie  quantity  of  water  displaced  ^^A 
consequently  the  volume  of  the  oocoon  placed  in  the  reservoir. 

To  arrive  at  sufllciently  iiccurate  result  we  must  take  several  pret^autions.  We  be- 
gin bv  preparing  the  cocoon.  After  having  taken  off  with  the  fingers  all  the  floss 
jKJSsible,  we  place  tlie  cocoon  on  the  end  of  a  needle  point  and  pass  it  lightly  through 
the  flame  of  an  alcohol  lamp,  in  order  to  remove  the  filaments  which  might  adhere  to 
it  and  retain  air  bubbles.  Then,  to  prevent  the  action  of  water,  whi^  would  oth- 
erwise penetrate  the  pod  and  soften  and  deform  it,  and  thus  interfere  with  the  re- 
sults of  the  exi)eriment,  we  plunge  it  into  a  varnish  composed  by  dissolving  some 
flake  shellac  in  alcohol.  After  leaving  it  tor  a  minute  or  two  in  this  liquid  we  take 
it  out  and  allow  it  to  drip  and  dry.    It  is  then  ready  to  be  measured. 

The  apparatus  is  then  carefully  dried  and  the  edge  of  the  stopper  greaaed  with 
vaseline,  so  that  the  closing  may  be  hermetic.  The  cocoon  is  then  pmced  in  the 
reservoir  and  the  stopper  is  allowed  to  fall  into  place  by  its  own  weight  only. 

This  done,  we  fill  with  water  a  pipette  which  hoWs  the  same  quantity  of  liquid  as 
does  the  volumeter  up  to  the  zero  point  of  the  tube.  We  then  empty  this  quantity 
of  liquid  into  the  ai)paratus  through  the  upper  end  of  the  tube,  performing  tli 
(^ration  slowly,  so  as  to  prevent  the  formation  of  bubbles.  The  water  wiU  ml  the 
apparatus  and  raise  the  cocoon  on  its  surface  until  it  reaches  the  upper  part  of  the 
bottle. 

We  then  HS(,^ertain  whether  there  is  any  air  left  in  the  apparatus, 
and  if  there  is,  we  cause  it  to  escape  by  stirring  the  cocoon  with  a 
small  groasfHl  copper  or  iron  rod,  which  we  introduce  by  the  tube. 
When  the  litiuid  is  at  rest  we  make  the  reading  on  the  tube,  and  we 
thus  have  the  volume  of  the  cocoon. 

It  is  well  to  make  several  measurements  with  the  same  cocoon  or  with  two  cocoons 
of  the  same  kind  and  take  their  mean. 
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As  the  tube  C  is  graduated  to  tentlis  of  a  cubic  centimeter  it  must  not  be  supposed 
that  the  approximation  attained  by  this  instrument  is  very  great.  We  can,  in  fact, 
in  filling  tlie  pipette,  make  an  error  of  reading  which  would  be  equivalent  to  about 
a  fifth  of  a  cubic  centimeter.  There  is  also  another  cause  of  error,  of  little  import- 
ance when  the  cocoons  are  large,  but  much  greater  when  the  cocoons  are  small,  and 
wliich  it  will  then  be  well  to  avoid.     This  is  the  moisture  on  the  pipette. 

In  fact,  when  we  empty  the  pipette  into  the  apparatus  a  certain  quantity  of  water 
always  adheres  to  its  sides  and  indicates  reduced  volume  for  the  cocoon.  If  we  wish 
to  avoid  this  cause  of  error  we  should  determine,  by  several  preliminary  trials  made 
with  an  exact  balance,  the  quantity  of  water  which  thus  remains  on  the  sides  of 
the  pipette. 

Finally,  two  other  difficulties  may  present  themselves.  We  may  have  cocoons 
whose  volume  surpasses  10  cubic  centimeters.  In  such  a  case  we  should  reduce  the 
quantity  of  water  placed  in  the  apparatus  by  10  cubic  centimeters  and  add  that 
ngure  to  the  result  obttdned. 

W'e  may  also  wish  to  evaluate  the  volume  of  a  loosely  woven  cocoon,  such  as  that 
of  the  Cricula  trifenestrata.  We  must  then  close  all  the  openings  bv  which  the 
cocoon  is  pierced.  To  do  this  we  should,  ^ter  having  passed  it  through  the  flame, 
spread  over  the  surface  by  the  aid  of  a  brush  a  thin  layer  of  semi-llmd  collodion. 
We  tlius  envelope  it  with  a  membrane  which  becomes  very  thin  after  the  evapoi*a- 
tion  of  the  ether*    It  may  then  be  submerged  like  an  ordinary  cocoon. 

We  see  that  the  instrument  which  we  have  just  described  is  not 
one  of  absolute  ptrecision,  but  the  errors  which  will  be  committed  in 
using  it  are  inferior  to  the  differences  which  exist  between  many  co- 
coons of  the  same  kind,  of  which  the  volume  appears  to  be  the  same. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  volumeter  has  been  too  recently  added 
to  our  laboratory  to  enable  me  to  report  upon  any  extended  tests  of 
its  efiiciency.  The  obtaining  of  the  volumes  of  cocoons  has  been  con- 
sidei'ed  as  the  least  important  of  our  many  determinations,  and  has 
thus  been  for  the  present  neglected.  Another  year  I  may  be  able 
to  report  more  at  length  upon  the  instrument  and  its  adaptability  to 
the  work  for  which  it  is  intended. 

Reel  for  testing  Cocoons. 

The  filature  valu5  of  a  lot  of  cocoons  may  be  indicated,  if  not 
accurately  determined,  by  the  unwinding  and  testing  of  the  indi- 
vidual specimens.  For  tnis  object,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
a  reel  of  special  construction.  Such  a  reel  was  first  designed  at 
Lyons  by  M.  Dususeau,  and  another,  somewhat  modified,  has  since 
been  constructed  at  Padua.  The  important  features  of  such  a  reel 
are,  first,  that  it  shall  accurately  measure  off  successive  skeins  of  100 
meters  each  ;  second,  that  it  shall  be  capable  of  easy  propulsion, 
either  by  foot  or  steam  power ;  and  finally,  that  it  shall  bo  provided 
with  a  certain  and  prompt  stop-motion  wnich  shall,  of  preference, 
arrest  the  rotation  of  the  reel  automatically  the  moment  the  filament 
breaks. 

The  accomplishment  of  these  desiderata  has  been  reached  in  the 
apnaratus  mentioned.  An  ordinary  sewing-machine  frame,  with  its 
peaal  and  fly-wheel,  is  surinountea  by  a  wooden  top  covered  with 
copper  and  carrying  a  basin  with  a  steam  coil  for  heating  the  water 
which  it  contains.  At  the  sride  of  the  basin  opposed  to  the  operator 
is  a  reel  comi)osed  of  ten  bf^rs,  the  periphery  of  which  measures  ex- 
actly 1  meter.  At  the  right  is  the  friction  driving  and  stop-motion 
hereinafter  described.  At  the  left  is  a  counter  carrying  four  needles, 
the  first  of  which  indicates  single  turns  of  the  reel,  the'  second  ten, 
the  third  one  hundred,  and  the  fourth  one  thousand  revolutions.  To 
the  third  is  attached  a  pin  which  rings  the  small  bell  above  the  coun- 
ter just  before  the  completion  of  each  one  hundred  turns,  as  a  warn- 
ing to  the  operator  to  slaokeu  the  speed  of  the  reel. 
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Tlie  construction  of  the  mechanism  for  promptly  arresting  the 
motion  of  the  reel  is  accomplished  by  utilizing  some  of  the  features 
of  Mr.  Serreirs  latest  reel  stop- motion.  The  axis  of  the  reel  is  shown 
at  I.  This  axis  carries  a  friction  wheel,  C,  which  rests  on  the  two 
friction  wheels  A  and  B,  in  the  manner  shown  in  the  Plate  VI,  fig.  3. 
A  and  B  are  put  in  motion  by  a  cord,  as  indicated  by  the  dotted  lines, 
driving  C  and  the  reel  in  the  opposite  direction.  Slightly  above  the 
wheel  C  is  a  break-shoe,  D  ;  below  the  axis  I  is  a  lever,  F,  which  is 
drawn  upward  in  the  direction  shown  by  the  arrow  by  the  spiral 
spring  El.  The  freedom  of  motion  of  the  lever  F  is,  nowever,  re- 
strained by  the  armature  G  of  the  magnet  H.  The  running  filament 
passes  through  the  eye  of  a  f  aller,  and  if  the  filament  breaks  an  elec- 
tric contact  attached  to  this  f  aller  closes  the  circuit  of  the  magnet, 
which  attracts  the  armature  and  releases  the  lever  F.  This  in  turn 
is  drawn  upward  by  the  spiral  spring  E  and  canies  with  it  the  fric- 
tion pulley  C,  raising  it  from  the  driving  pulleys  A  and  B,  and  by 
pressmg  it  against  the  break-shoe  D,  stops  its  rotation  abruptly. 

Between  the  basin  and  the  reel  is  situated  a  moying  guide  which 
spreads  the  filament  out  on  the  reel  in  skeins  about  one-quarter  of 
an  inch  wide.  With  this  guide  is  combined  the  faller  mentioned 
above. 

Such  are,  in  the  main,  the  instruments  of  special  construction  used 
in  the  scientific  testing  of  silk  cocoons  as  conducted  by  us  in  our 
laboratory. 

In  all  this  work  we  have  followed  largely  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ex- 
perimenters at  Padua  and  Lyons,  branching  out  where  there  seemed 
a  chance  for  more  original  research. 

PURITY  OF  RACE  AMONG  SILK-WORMS. 

When  Pasteur,  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  undertook,  at  the  request 
of  the  French  Academy,  to  find  a  means  of  overcoming  "  the  malady" 
of  silk-worms  he  attacked  thequestkm  as  a  novice  who  was  not  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  work  which  lie  should  perform.  One  of 
the  first  facts  which  attracted  his  attention  was  tue  absence  of  ex- 
actness in  the  science  of  silk-raising,  or  we  might  alniost  say  the 
absence  of  science  itself  in  the  sericultural  art.  *' Science,"  says 
Webster,  "is  a  collection  of  the  general  principles  or  leading  trutns 
relating  to  any  subject,  arranged  in  systematic  order."  The  facts 
were  there,  but  they  were  a  jumble  of  facts  from  which  no  system 
could  be  evolved.  The  most  learned  of  the  sericulturists  did  not 
agree  in  the  fundamental  princijjles  of  silk-raising,  and  in  fact  the 
more  learned  the  savants  the  wider  apart  their  theories  and  pre- 
cepts. I  speak  of  all  this  in  the  past  tense,  and  yet  how  much  better 
oft  are  we  xo-day  ?  Pasteur  has  succeeded  in  reducing  the  many  dis- 
eases— many,  more  because  of  differences  in  local  names  than  in 
symptoms — to  four  principal  ones :  The  purine,  flacherie,  grasserie, 
and  muscardine.  Balbiaui  has  even  classified  the  corpuscles  of  the 
pebrine  and  Bassi  the  fungus  of  the  muscardine,  but  to  what  end  ? 
The  Pasteur  system  of  selection  has,  to  bo  sure,  essentially  blotted 
out  the  pebrine,  through  preventive  but  not  through  curative  pro- 
cesses, but  for  the  flaclierie  we  have  no  means  either  of  prevention 
or  cure  and  it  is  to-day  our  greatest  enemy.  Still,  we  are  in  posses- 
sion of  many  newly  acquired  facts,  and  a  new  era  has  evidently 
opened  in  scientific  research  which  may  ultimately  lead  us  to  that 
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ideal  scientific  condition  where  if  trouble  arise  we  may  be  able  to 
deduce  the  cause  and  thus  find  the  remedy. 

But  it  is  also  true  that  the- many  researches  are  being  made  more, 
from  an  industrial  stand-point  than  a  scientific  one. 

The  first  question  aflkecl  when  a  newly  discovered  worm  appears  is 
not,  *^What  are  its  most  nearly  allied  genera  and  species?"  but, 
ratlier,  **  What  is  the  value  of  tne  cocoon  ?  Will  it  reel  ?  Can  it  be 
carded  and  made  into  schappe?"  This  spirit  of  industrial  enterprise 
has  led  Mr.  Natalis  Rondot,  thgn  whom  no  one  is  better  suited  to  direct 
the  work,  to  obtain  and  have  sent  to  France  great  numbers  of  wild 
and  cultivated  silk-worms  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Among  the  more  recent  importations  of  M.  Rondot  are  thirty-two 
races  from  China  in  1887  and  thirty-three  in  1888,  from  the  same  coun- 
try. These  eggs  were  delivered  to  M,  Maillot,  director  of  the  Iklont- 
pelier  (France)  Experiment  Station,  for  examination  and  study.  Of 
the  1887  races  four  were  very  corpuscular  and  six  slightly  so,  or  more 
than  30  per  cent,  showed  pebrine.  In  the  1888  races  f'ourtr'on,  or  over 
46  per  cent.,  showed  corpuscles.  This  should  set  at  rest  the  dispute 
as  to  whether  the  pdbrine  exists  in  China,  As  to  its  effect  on  the  crop, 
that  is  another  question. 

Of  the  1887  races  but  two  remained  annual,  all  the  others  being 
either  in  part  or  wholly  bivoltin.  On  the  reproduction  of  these  two 
races  in  1888  one  of  them  became  bivoltin,  while  the  other  remained 
annual  and  showed  increased  strength  in  the  worms  and  increased 
size  in  the  cocoons. 

"  Purity  of  race,  "says  Maillot  in  his  report*  on  these  educations, 
''comprehends  identity  of  characteristics,  especially  in  the  color  of 
the  skin,  the  molts,  the  number  of  crops  per  annum,  the  color  of  the 
silk  ducts,  the  form  and  the  color  of  the  cocoons,  their  weight  and 
richness  in  silk,  and  finally  the  number  of  dcmbles." 

An  examination  of  the  details  of  his  experiments  fail  to  reveal  a 
single  race  which,  when  tried  in  this  severe  balance,  was  not  found 
wanting. 

The  principal  differences  in  these  Chinese  races  are  the  variations 
in  the  markings  of  the  larvaD,  and  even  in  this  one  particular  there  is 
very  little  regularity  or  purity.  Thus  in  one  sample  wo  find  bluish- 
white  worms  mixed  with  worms  having  black  stripes,  or  again  with 
worms  of  a  somber  hue.  Some  of  them  have  masks  ^a  name  which 
M.  Maillot  api)lies  to  the  small  spot  above  the  head)  and  some  of  them 
do  not.  These  variations  and  others  run  through  all  the  races,  and 
sometimes  there  will  bo  three  or  four  different  kinds  of  markings 
among  tlie  9})ecimens  of  one  lot.  There  is,  in  addition,  a  lack  of  uni- 
formity in  the  color  and  shape  of  the  cocoons,  many  lots  giving  white 
and  green  cocoons  indiscriminately. 

The  state  of  silk  culture  in  China  may,  in  a  certain  measure,  be 
deduced  from  these  observations.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the 
quantity  of  silk  produced  in  that  vast  empire,  but  it  is,  Ave  know, 
cultivated  in  sran  ll  lots  and  the  worms  are  cared  for  with  a  sort  of 
religious  veneration.  It  is,  perhaps,  to  these  facts  that  is  owing  the 
slowness  with  which  the  pel)rine  has  spread  among  Chinese  silk- 
worms. We  have  heard  or  it  for  years,  but  still  it  does  not  seem  to 
attain  the  proportions  of  an  epidemic  as  it  did  in  Europe  thirty  years 
ago^ 

♦Compte-Rendu  des  Travaux  de  la  Cliambre  do  Commerce  de  Lyon,  1887,  Lyons, 
1888,  p.  217. 
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A  study  of  ten  races  received  from  Japan  shows  how  much  better 
are  the  sericultural  affairs  of  that  country.  Here  all  the  races  were 
aimual,  having  four  molts;  the  eggs  were  received  in  perfect  condi- 
tion and  hatched  with  remarkable  uniformity^  They  liad  neither  the 
p<?brine  nor  the  flaoherie,  and  the  cocoons,  which  W€»re  white  in  six 
lots  and  green  in  four,  were  perfectly  homogeneous  in  th©  different 
lots  both  in  color  and  form. 

The  Montpelier  Experiment  Station  has,  nevertheless,  succeeded  in 
rearing  eggs  from  this  heterogeneous  Clynese  mass  which  it  is  hoped 
will  lead  to  the  introduction  of  several  valuable  races.  By  a  series 
of  selections  the  races  will  be  purified  in  the  respects  which  have 
been  noted  above. 

It  must  not  be  presumed,  however,  that  the  French  and  Italian 
races,  even  those  of  the  best  houses,  are  entirely  free  from  faults  in 
this  respect.  On  the  other  hand,  every  silk-raiser  who  has  utilized 
the  o^gs  furnished  by  this  Department  has  noticed  a  variation  in  the 
markings  of  the  worms,  more  particularly  by  the  admixture  of  striped 
and  dark  specimens.  It  is  therefore  not  the  intention  of  the  French 
experimenters  to  neglect  the  European  races  in  their  work  of  purifi- 
cation, but  they  are  taking  those  also  and  very  carefully  selecting 
them  so  that  there  may  be  absolute  uniformity  in  the  worms  and 
their  products. 

REPORTS  OF  AGENTS. 
RBPO&T  OK  VABIOTTS  XXTHODS  fOB  BESTBOYIirQ  80ALI-IH8BCT8. 

Bj  D,  W,  CoQUUXETT,  Special  Agent 

L£TTEft  OF  SXJBBnTTAlu 

.   Jxm  ANOEL1B8,  CaIi.,  November  18,  1888, 
8iB !  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  gome  of  the  work  done  and  olMervatiooi 
made  under  your  instructions  during  the  past  sea*M)n, 

The  treatment  with  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  for  the  destruction  of  soale-insects, 
deecribed  in  ray  la«t  report  to  yon,  is  now  coming  into  more  general  usu,  both  by 
those  who  have  obtained  patents  on  their  funugators  and  by  private  individuali 
who  use  fumigators  of  their  own  devising.  I  learn  that  some  of  those  who  were 
among  the  first  to  obtain  a  patent  on  f  umigator  are  claiming  that  their  patent  also 
covern  the  process  of  fumigating  with  hydrocyanic  acid  gas ;  but  this  claim  ia  evi- 
dently erroneous,  since  the  Patent  Ofttce  decided  a  few  years  ago,  before  any  of 
these  persons  had  obtained  a  patent,  that  the  Hatcli  patent  referr^  to  in  my  former 
report  covers  this  proce558,  ana  as  the  patent  has  expired  the  process  becomes  pubhc 
property,  and  can  not  again  be  patented.  There  is,  therefore,  nothing  to  prevent 
any  person  from  using  this  proceas,  so  long  as  he  does  not  infringe  on  some  of  tli^ 
patents  in  constructing  a  fumigator  for  his  bwn  use. 

As  heretofore,  I  am  under  special  obligations  to  yourself  for  suggestions  and  in- 
structions. 

Respectfully, 

D.   W.  CoguILLKTT. 

Prof.  C.  V.  Rn.EY, 

United  States  Entomologist. 


THE  GAS  TREATMENT  FOB  SOALB-INSECTa 

This  treatment  is  now  coming  into  more  general  use,  and  is  giving  good  satisfac- 
tion. A  company  has  been  organize<l  for  the  purpose  of  manipulating  the  Culver 
fumigator  (described  in  my  report  to  Professor  Riley,  published  in  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Department  for  the  year  1887,  page  129).    Several  private  individuals 
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are  also  using  or  getting  ready  to  use  this  gas  treatment  on  tlieir  citrus  trees  by  the 
use  of  f uniigators  of  their  own  devising. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  above-mentioned  report  three  papers  on  this  subject 
liave  been  published,  one  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Morse,  as  Bulletin  79  of  the  University  Ex- 
periment Station  of  California ;  another  in  the  Pacific  Rural  Press  for  August  25, 
1888,  by  Mr.  W.  G.  KJee,  our  State  inspector  of  fruit  pests ;  and  a  third  in  Insect 
Life  for  August,  1888,  by  the  writer. 

Mr.  Morse's  paper  gives  the  results  of  various  exi)eriments  made  by  himself,  in 
which  he  corroborate  the  statements  made  by  myself  in  the  report  referred  to 
above,  that  the  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  may  be  rendered  harmless  to  the  trees  confined 
in  it  either  by  usmg  the  potassium  cyamde  dry,  or  by  using  an  aqueous  solution  of 
it  and  passing  the  gas  through  sulphuric  acid ;  he  agrees  with  me  that  the  method 
of  passing  the  gas  through  sulphuric  acid  is  the  l^t  one,  but  recommends  using 
pumice-stone  8atiu*ated  with  sulphuric  acid  instead  of  using  the  acid  alone. 

It  is  very  doubtful  that  this  would  be  any  improvement  over  my  method.  The 
acid  used  in  saturating  the  pumice-stone  could  never  be  used  again  for  generating 
the  gas,  so  that  there  would  be  the  additional  expense  for  tliis  acid.  Moreover,  the 
experience  of  Mr.  Klee,  given  in  his  paper  referred  to  above,  would  indicate  that 
this  method  is  quite  uncertain.     His  experience  is  given  in  the  following  words : 

"  The  tests  were  made  during  all  kmds  of  weather,  from  60''  to  80"  F.  in  the 
shade,  and  during  calm  as  well  as  windy  weather,  and  when  the  drier  was  well 
charged  with  sulphuric  acid  no  harm  was  done  to  the  trees,  and  even  young  fruit, 
during  a  confinement  of  forty  minutes  at  the  noon  hour,  was  imaffected.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  for  the  lack  of  sulphuric  acid  the  drier  was  not  sufficiently 
charged,  serious  harm  resulted  to  the  lohage,  and  the  leaves  fell  off  in  the  course 
of  a  couple  of  days.  This  was  especially  the  case  when  the  operation  was  done  dur- 
ing the  middle  of  the  day,  but  bad  effects  resulted  also  when  it  was  done  in  the 
evening  as  late  as  7  o'clock,  at  a  temperature  of  60''  F." 

There  is  nothing  to  indicate  when  the  drier  should  be  recharged  with  the  sul- 
phuric acid,  and  tnis  defect  is  wholly  obviated  by  tlie  use  of  this  acid  alone. 

The  persons  operating  the  Culver  fumigators  adopted  my  metliod  of  passing  the 
gas  through  sulphuric  acid,  and  several  weeks  a^o  they  treated  about  eiglity  orange 
trees  without  injuring  the  foliage^  notwithstandmg  the  fact  that  the  work  was  done 
during  verv  hot  weatiier  and  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  So  long,  therefore,  as  such 
results  as  these  can  be  obtained  by  using  the  sulphuric  acid  alone,  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  go  to  the  additional  expense  necessary  in  using  the  pumice-stone  saturated 
with  the  acid. 

The  drying  vessel  of  the  generator  should  have  a  diameter  of  about  8  inches  and 
a  height  of  aix>ut  10  inches,  and  the  leaden  pipe  which  conveys  the  gas  from  the 
generator  should  reach  to  within  an  inch  of  tne  bottom  of  this  vessel.  When  ready 
to  begin  operations  the  bottom  of  tliis  vessel  should  be  covered  to  a  depth  of  2  or  3 


:  through  the  acid  in  the  vessel  over  the  generator  ;  a  small  quantity  < 
in  the  drying  vessel  should  then  be  withdrawn  until  the  gas  passes  easily  through 
the  acid  m  this  vessel. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  insert  a  safety-valve  either  in  the  top  of  the  generator 
proper  or  in  the  leaden  pipe  which  conveys  the  gas  to  the  drying  vessel.  This  valvo 
is  so  constructed  that  pressure  from  witnin  closes  it,  while  pressure  from  without 
forces  it  open.  After  all  of  the  ^as  has  been  produce<l  from  a  given  quantity  of 
materials  the  generator  still  remams  full  of  the  gas,  and  jvs  this  becomes  dissolved 
or  absorbed  by  the  liquid  residue  in  the  generator  a  paitial  vacuum  is  produced, 
and  this  has  the  effect  of  drawing  some  of  the  acid  out  of  the  drying  vessel  and 
emptying  it  into  the  generator.  The  use  of  the  safety-valve  referred  to  above  en- 
tirely obviates  this,  the  valve  opening  and  -allowing  the  air  to  rush  in  whenever  a 
partial  vacuum  is  formed  in  the  generator. 

Mr.  O.  H.  Leefeld,  of  Orange,  has  constructed  and  is  using  an  apparatus  and  tents 
of  his  own  devising.  The  apparatus  consists  of  a  strong  frame-work  mounted  upon 
the  running-gears  of  a  common  lumber  wagon  ;  this  frame  projects  slightly  behind 
the  hind  wheels,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  hind  end  is  erected  a  tall  mast,  to  the  top 
of  which  is  fastened  a  cross-piece  strengthened  by  two  braces  attached  at  one  of 
their  ends  to  the  mast.  To  either  end  of  this  cross-piece  is  suspended  a  tent,  to  the 
bottom  of  which  is  attached  a  circle  of  gas-pipe ;  the  ropes  wliich  operate  the  tent 
are  fastened  to  its  peak,  and  also  to  the  circle  of  gas-pipe  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  tent, 
and  are  passed  througli  pulleys  at  the  end  of  the  cross-piece  of  the  mast  and  throu  h 
other  pulleys  attached  to  the  top  of  the  mast ;  and  from  tliese  the  ropes  pass  to  the 
ground.  In  drawing  the  tent  off  of  a  tree  the  ropes  fastened  to  the  circle  at  the 
bottom  of  it  are  first  drawn  downward,  drawing  tlie  tent  upward  and  at  the  same 
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time  turning  it  inside  out ;  after  it  has  been  drawn  upward  until  the  circle  of  each 
pipe  is  above  the  top  of  the  tree,  the  rope  attached  to  the  i)eak  of  the  tent  is  uien 
pulled  downward  until  the  tent  is  raised  above  and  entirely  off  of  the  tree. 

Mr.  Leef eld's  generator  and  blower  (for  generating  the  gas  and  distributing  it  in- 
side the  tent)  are  so  arranged  that  by  opening  or  closing  a  series  of  shut-ofFs  he  is 
able  to  operate  the  two  tents  with  only  one  set  of  apparatus.  Altogether,  it  is  a 
veiT  clever  arrangement,  and  gives  good  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Leefeld  purchased  his  cyanide  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  at  the  rate  of  30  cents  per 
pound  for  500  pounds,  and  the  freightage,  etc. ,  amounted  to  5  cents  per  pound,  mak- 
mg  a  total  cost  of  44  cents  per  pound.  It  is  said  to  be  the  best  grade  of  cyanide  (t. 
e.,  next  to  the  C.  P.)  manufactured  by  Powers  &  Weightman,  and  came  in  10-pound 
tin  cans.  The  cyanide  is  in  pieces,  having  a  square  inch  or  less  of  surface,  and  tlie 
nieces  are  about  an  inch  thick.  It  dissolves  in  water  in  about  an  hour,  by  being 
frequently  stirred ;  the  solution  is  of  an  olive-gray  color,  and  the  color  is  not  changed 
after  standing  for  a  few  days.  The  proportions  are  5  pounds  of  the  cyanide  to  1 
gallon  of  water,  but  Mr.  Leefeld  writes  me  that  he  has  succeeded  in  dissolving  this 
amount  of  the  cyanide  in  three-quarters  of  a  gallon  of  cold  water. 

More  water  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  dissolving  the  cyanide  in  should  never 
be  \ised.  I  have  added  water  to  solutions  of  the  different  brands  of  cyanide,  until 
the  solutions  contained  cyanide  at  the  rate  of  5  pounds  to  one  gallon  and  4^  pinte  of 
water,  but  when  this  was  used  so  that  the  same  quantity  of  the  dissolved  cyanide 
was  taken  as  when  it  had  been  used  at  the  rate  of  5  pounds  of  the  cyanide  in  1  gallon 
of  water  it  did  not  produce  as  good  results ;  this  was  doubtless  owing  to  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  gas  had  been  dissolved  and  retained  in  the  liquid  residue  in  Uie 
generator. 

Tlie  persons  operating  the  Culver  fumigators  purchased  their  cyanide  of  a  whole- 
sale dealer  in  this  city,  payinij  for  it  66  cents  ^r  pound  for  25  pounds.  This  cya- 
nide also  came  in  10-iK)und  tm  cans,  and  was  in  large  circular  cakes  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  tliick,  each  cake  bearing  the  stamp  of  **C.  P.  &  CJo.,  New 
York."  Five  pounds  of  this  cyanide  dissolves  m  a  gallon  of  water  with  occasional 
stirring ;  the  solution  is  of  an  olive-gray  color,  and  the  color  is  not  changed  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  days.  Each  of  the  cans  containing  this  cyanide  is  labeled  "  Qjran- 
uret  of  Potassium,"  this  being  the  old  name  for  cyanide. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  use  this  cyanide  solution  spmowhat  stronger  than  indi- 
cated in  the  table  given  in  my  report  above  referred  to.  Following  is  a  copy  of  the 
table  of  proportions  which  they  foimd  necessary  to  use  with  this  OTand  of  cyanide : 


Height  of 

Diameter 
of  tree. 

Cranide 
Bolutioii. 

add. 

Feet, 

Feet. 

Fluid  0*9. 

Fluid  OZ9. 

8 

6 

7 

10 

6 

8 

10 

8 

14 

10 

SO 

22 

12 

12 

6 

10 

12 

8 

16 

12 

10 

25 

18 

12 

12 

86 

19 

12 

14 

48 

26 

14 

12 

43 

28 

14 

14 

58 

80 

16 

14 

67 

85 

16 

16 

90 

47 

The  relative  strength  of  this  brand  of  cyanide  as  compared  with  the  best  grade  of 
the  Powers  &  Weightman  cyanide  (such  as  may  be  purchased  in  this  city  at  re- 
tail, in  glass  jars,  at  alK>ut  80  cents  per  pound)  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that 
9  fluid  ounces  of  the  latter  solution  are  equivalent  to  about  14  fluid  ounces  of  the 
former.  The  Powers  &  Weightman  cyanide  purchased  by  Mr.  Leefeld,  referred 
to  above,  was  found  to  be  not  so  strong  as  the  grade  the  same  firm  puts  up  in  glass 
jars  for  the  retail  trade. 

Beside  the  Powers  &  Weightman  and  the  C.  P.  Sc  Co.  cyanide  referred  to  above, 
I  have  tested  two  other  brands.  One  of  these  is  manufactured  by  Mallinckrodt  & 
Co.,  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  it  is  nearly  as  strong  but  not  quite  as  easily  dissolved  as 
the  Powers  &  Weightman  cyanide  in  glass  jars,  and  is  put  up  in  tin  cans  holding 
1  pound  each  ;  it  retails  in  this  city  at  the  same  price  as  the  Powers  &  Weightmnn 
in  glass  jars.  This  is  the  only  cyanide  I  have  used,  an  acjuoous  solution  or  which 
chajiges  color  after  stranding  a  short  time  ;  when  first  dissolved  the  solution  is  of 
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the  usual  olive-gray  color,  but  after  standing  a  few  hours  it  assumes  a  reddish-brown 
color.  It  is  also  the  only  cyanide  I  have  used  which  exhales  a  strong  odor  of 
ammonia  while  it  is  dissolving  in  cold  water. 

The  other  brand  of  cjoinde  referred  to  is  manufactured  by  Hansen,  Van  Winkle 
&  Co.,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  ;  it  is  their  No.  2,  fused,  and  they  offer  to  furnL^h  at  die 
rate  of  32  cents  per  pound  net  for  100  pounds.  I  experienced  considoT-able  (lifli- 
cultv  in  dissohin^  this  cyanide  in  cold  water,  the  solution  being  occasion all>  ."tirred. 
Each  pound  of  this  cyanide  when  dissolved  adds  only  6  fluid  ounces  to  llv»  soivition, 
whereas  1  pound  of  each  of  the  other  brands  adds  8  fluid  ounces  to  the  solut  on. 
The  aqueous  solution  requires  just  twice  the  amount  of  sulphuric  acid  to  e\oIve  all 
of  the  gas  from  it  as  is  required  by  tJic  other  brands.  I  made  two  tests  with  tliis 
cjranide  on  orange  trees  iiifestetl  with  the  Icerya,  using  it  in  one  of  the  tests  thi-ee 
tunes  as  strong  as  indicated  in  the  table  given  above,  but  it  producer!  no  visible 
effects  upon  the  Icerya.  This  brand  is  too  much  of  the  natine  of  the  "  mining" 
cyanide  to  be  successfully  used  for  the  production  of  hydrocyanic  acid  gas. 

I  have  also  tested  a  brand  of  potassium  cyanate  (KCNO)  manufactured  by  E. 
Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  Grermany,  and  labeled  "40  per  cent."  (presumably  of  pure 
KCNO) ;  it  was  put  up  in  glass  jars,  one  j)ound  in  each,  and  retails  in  this  city  at  the 
rate  of  65  cents  per  pound.  It  is  not  quite  so  soluble  in  cold  water  as  the  Powers  & 
Weightman  cyanide,  and  the  solution  requires  one-third  more  sulphuric  acid  to 
evolve  all  of  the  gas  from  it.  When  used  in  rhe  same  proportion  as  the  above  cyanide 
solution,  it  was  found  to  be  only  about  one-half  as  effectlre. 

When  some  of  the  aqueous  solution  of  either  of  the  above  brands  of  cyanide  or 
cyanate  gets  upon  th^hand,  and  water  is  applied  for  the  purpose  of  washing  it  off, 
it  produces  a  soapy  feeling  V)  the  touch,  but  does  not  appear  to  injure  the  skin. 

At  the  request  of  sever^  fruit-growers  of  Orange  I  went  to  that  place  on  the  14th 
of  last  May  and  treated  one  lemon  and  five  orange  trees  with  hydrocyanic  acid  gas, 
passing  it  through  sulphuric  acid.  The  trees  were  each  about  10  feet  tall  by  8  feet  in 
diameter ;  they  were  badly  infeste<l  with  the  red  scale  {Amidiotus  a«ra7/f  tV,  Maskell), 
and  were  among  others  equally  infested.  The  best  grade  of  Powers  <ft  Weightman 
cyanide  in  glass  jars  was  used,  and  was  dissolved  m  cold  water  at  the  rate  of  5 
pounds  of  the  cyanide  to  each  ^lon  of  water ;  9  fluid  oimces  of  this  solution  and  6 
fluid  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid  were  used  for  each  tree.  The  trees  wei*e  treated  bet  ween 
the  hours  of  11  o'clock  a.  m.  and  5  o*clock  p.  m.,  while  the  sun  wns  shining  brightly; 
five  of  them  were  confined  in  the  gas  for  naif  an  hour  and  one  of  the  orange  trees 
was  confined  only  twenty  minutes.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  drying  vessel  of  the 
generator  I  used  was  much  too  small  (having  a  diameter  of  only  3  inches  when  it 
should  have  been  at  least  8  inches)  the  trees  Avere  quite  severely  injured,  although 
all  of  them  subsequently  recovered. 

These  trees  were  examined  occasionally  by  the  owner  of  them,  Mr.  I.  L.  Collins, 
and  under  date  of  May  80  he  writes  me  as  follows  : 

"  Dear  Sir  :  Since  writing  to  you  a  nrettv  thorough  examination  of  the  trees 
was  made  by  Dr.  Wall,  of  Tustin,  and  Mr.  Alward  ;  they  failed  to  find  a  single  live 
scale.  J.  B.  Parker  and  myself  also  made  one  yesterday,  and  found  only  one  live 
red  scale,  and  tliat  was  on  an  orange  quite  near  to  the  ground.  *  *  *  All  of  the 
mung  growth  on  the  lemon  and  oranges  was  killed  ;  a  ver}'  small  percentage  of  the 
leaves  on  the  oi-anges,  but  fully  one-half  of  those  on  the  lemon,  were  killed.  Very 
few  oranges  fell  off  from  that  cause,  as  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  little  oranges 
fall  off  every  year.     The  damage  to  the  trees  is  notliing  if  the  bugs  can  be  killed.'' 

Dr.  W.  B.  Wall,  of  Tustin,  who  is  a  very  close  observer,  and  well  able  to  judge 
between  a  living  and  a  dead  red  scale,  writes  me  as  follows,  under  date  of  August 
10: 

"  Dear  Sir  :  I  visited  the  trees  at  Ck}llinB*  twice  after  you  were  there,  At  intervals 
of  ten  or  fifteen  days,  but  did  not  find  a  Uving  scale  at  either  visit." 

Again,  under  date  of  August  15,  he  writes : 

**  Dear  Sir  :  I  ej»mined  the  trees  at  Collins'  yesterday :  the  work  is  highly  satis- 
factory, the  trees  treated  are  of  a  healthy,  deep-green  color,  Mhile  i\X\  the  others  look 
sickly,  are  yellow,  and  shedding  their  leaves.  There  are  a  few  living  rf*d  scales 
on  the  fumignt'-d  trees,  but  these  have  evidently  been  brought  on  them  pino^  they 
were  ti'eated  :  the  most  of  them  are  small — say  a  quarter  grown — one  or  t\No  on  a 
leaf  here  and  there.'* 

In  conversation  with  t!»ese  gentlemen  they  informed  nie  that  the  gas  had  been 
just  as  effectual  on  the  tribes  ronftned  in  it  only  twenty  minutes  as  it  was  on  those 
confiLned  in  it  for  half  an  hour. 
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ABfiENItTRETTED  HYDROGEN  OA3  AS  AN  INSECTICIDe! 

During  the  past  aeaaon  I  have  paid  especial  attention  to  the  preparation  and  use  of 
arseniuretted  hydrogen  gas  (AsHa)  in  destroying  scale-iusetts  infestini^  irtt^  and 
plants,  by  the  use  cjf  a  tent,  as  in  the  treatment  with  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  prt»- 
rionsly  described:  but  the  results  have  not  been  as  good  as  1  had  reason  to  exj)ect. 

This  gafl  is  not  so  injurious  to  the  foliiige  of  trees  confined  in  it  as  is  the  uadried 
hydrocyanic  acid  gas,  and  its  effects  upon  the  insects  are  not  so  early  nmnifosted  as 
when  the  latter  gas  is  used.  Thus,  when  a  tree  is  treated  with  a  sufticient  quantity 
of  the  arseniurett^Ki  hydrogen  t-d  prove  fatal  to  all  of  the  Iccryie  infesting  it,  many 
of  the  latter  will  be  as  lively  as  ever  the 'moment  the  tent  Ls  removed  from  the  tree, 
and  some  of  thein  will  still  bo  alive  twenty -foui;  hours  later,  but  will  perish  during 
the  next  twenty-four  hours. 

The  gas  was  generated  by  acting  u^wn  zinc  with  commercial  sulphuric  acid  in  the 
presence  of  an  aqueoais  solution  of  white  arsenic  {AsJ\). 

Tlie  undiluted  sulphuric  acid  protluces  no  effect  upon  pieces  of  ordinary  sheet 
zinc,  even  after  the  lapse  of  eighteen  hours;  when,  however,  some  of  the  arsenic 
•elation  is  added,  brisk  action  begins  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  seconds.  The  gas  is 
generated  the  most  rapidly  when  5  fluid  ounces  of  the  solution  is  used  to  each  fluid 
ounce  of  sulphuric  acid  ;  this  is  suittciont  for  1  ounce  i^y  weight  of  zinc  clipnings. 
With  the  same  proimrtions  of  sulphuric  acid  and  zinc  clipi)ings,  if  more  of  tive  so- 
lution than  above  indicated  is  used,  tha  process  will  bc^  delayed  ;  while  if  less  is  used 
than  indicated  above,  all  of  the  zinc  will  not  be  acte<l  uikhi.  A  hirge  proportion  of 
the  .acid  does  not  in  any  way  accelerate  the  process  of  evolviuK  the  gas  ;  while  if 
lee«  acid  than  I  have  indicated  is  used  all  or  the  zinc  will  not  W  acted  upon.  In 
«y  experiments,  whenever  I  did  not  use  a  sufliciont  (juantity  of  the  arsenic  solu- 
tion in  proportion  to  the  zinc  and  acid  the  deficiency  was  made  up  of  pure  cold 
water. 

I  first  used  the  sheet  zinc  cut  into  pieces  about  thrci^-(iutu'ters  of  an  inch  wide  by  2 
inches  long  ;  tlies^  will  dissolve  in  sulphuric  ncid  and  the  arsenic  snlution  in  fifteen 
minuteft,  and  the  process  is  not  hastened  any  when  smaller  pieces  of  the  zinc  are 

UBCd. 

The  action  of  the  acid  and  the  arsenic  solution  is  most  rapid  when  the  acid  is  first 
added  t- » the  zinc,  and  the  arsenic  solution  added  afterwaros  ;  w  hen  this  pnx'ess  is 
reretBed,  and  the  arsenic  solution  is  first  added  to  the  zinc  and  the  acid  adued  after- 
ward, the  action  of  these  materials  will  be  retarded  one-third  the  length  of  time 
previously  required. 

I  had  some  sheet  zinc  melted  and  poured  into  a  vessel  of  cold  water,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  granulated  zinc  in  small  pellets  or  globules  ;  but  the  oix^rator  did 
not  pour  the  molten  zinc  from  a  sufficient  height,  and  consetjuently  only  obtained 
irregular  pieces  of  sheet  zinc  scarcely  thicker  than  writing-pai>er.  \Vhen  these 
pieces  were  used  in  tlie  same  proportion  as  the  zinc  clippings  mentioned  above,  just 
twice  the  length  of  tinie  was  re<iuired  for  the  acid  and  arsenic  solution  to  dissolve 
them  as  was  required  by  the  clippings.         • 

My  next  attempt  at  obtaining  granulated  zhic  was  more  successful,  the  molten 
metal  being  poured  into  the  water  from  a  lunght  of  14  feet ;  this  produced  small 
pellets  and  pieces  of  zinc  of  various  sizes  and  shapes.  When  these  were  uned  in  the 
same  proportions  as  the  zinc  clippings  referted  to  above,  the  same  length  of  time 
traa  required  for  the  acid  and  arsenic  solution  to  dissolve  tliem  as  when  tlu*  iliiipings 
were  used.  Nothing  is  gained,  therefore,  by  granulating  the  zinc,  except  that  it  is 
more  convenient  to  use  in  this  form  than  are  the  clippings. 

The  aqueous  solutions  of  arsenic  were  prepared  by  simply  boiling  the  white  arsenic 
fai  water  for  about  half  an  hour.  When  the  solution  contained  lui  ounce  by  weight 
of  arsenic  to  IB  or  more  fluid  ounces  of  water,  nearly  all  of  it  remained  in  suspension 
for  several  days ;  but  if  less  M-ater  than  this  was  us(^d,  more  or  les-.  of  the  arsenic 
would  settle  tf)  the  bottom  of  tlie  vessel  when  the  solution  becam*^  coM.  W^hen  a 
quantity  of  the  hot  solution  was  ponrtMl  into  a  cold  vessel  some  of  the  urs<*nic  would 
be  deposited,  forming  a  coating  over  the  inside  of  the  ve^ssel ;  ana  this  alwo  (H^curs, 
but  to  a  less  degree,  when  the  cf)ld  solution  is  jHrnred  into  any  vesvsel  of  tlie  oniinary 
temperature  of  the  air. 

Since  the  arseninretted  hydrogen  Is  formed  only  when  the  arsenic  in  solution  is 
in  immediate  contact  with  the  hydrogen  producf^d  by  the  zinc  and  sulpburi*?  acid, 
at  the  moment  that  the  hydrogen  is  generated,  it  follows  tbat  in  prepariiig  the  former 
gas  no  exact  proportion  of  the  materials  used  can  be  followed  by  reason  of  tbe  fact 
that  all  of  thti  arsenic  m  the  bottom  of  the  solution,  next  to  the  zinc  and  aci<l,  may 
become  exhaust^Mi,  while  that  in  the  u])pt»r  TK>rtion  of  the  solution  will  7i«>i  ha\  e  been 
acted  upon,  not  having  been  in  cont.i'H  with  the  li><ir<)-:cn  when  tin*  latt«  r  was  first 
generated;  more  or  less  o<  the  free  hyxirog(»n  uill  thus  escajie  as  such,  while  some 
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of  the  arsenio  will  still  remain  unchanged  in  the  generator  after  all  chemical  action 
has  ceased. 

My  first  experiments  witli  this  gas  wei-e  made  upon  Icerya-inf  eeted  orange  trees 
which  were  suffering  for  the  want  of  water,  as  well  as  from  the  attacks  of  these  in- 
sects ;  but  these  trees  still  possessed  no  small  degree  of  vigor,  very  few  of  tlie  leaves, 
and  none  of  the  fruit,  liavmg  fallen  from  them.  The  Iceryee  infesting  these  trees, 
although  alive  and  many  of  tliem  were  crawling  about,  still  did  not  possess  that 
plump,  vigorous  appearajice  so  characteristic  of  those  infesting  healthy,  well-kept 
trees. 

Subsequent  experiments  made  upon  perfectly  healthy  trees  and  insects  showed 
that  when  the  gas  was  used  strong  enough  to  have  proved  fatal  to  all  of  the  Ic&cjm 
on  the  neglected  treee  it  did  not  kill  one-half  of  those  on  the  vigorous  trees.  Tnis 
clearly  disproves  the  theory  that  has  been  advanced  by  a  few  casual  observers,  that 
the  scale-insects  thrive  best  upon  sickly  trees  ;  if  this  was  really  the  case  the  Iceryaa 
infesting  these  neglected  trees  would  have  been  more  vigorous  than  the  others,  and 
would  have  required  a  stronger  dose  of  the  gas  before  it  would  have  proved  fatal  to 
them,  but  as  stated  above  this  was  not  all  the  case. 

This  brings  us  to  the  interesting  question  as  to  whetlier  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  witlihold  water  from  the  infested  orange  and  lemon  trees  for  several  months  at 
the  proper  season  of  the  year,  and  then  apply  the  insecticide,  following  it  with  a 
thorough  irrigation.  In  tnis  way  the  vitality  of  the  scale-insects  would  be  so  much 
reduced  that  the  effects  of  the  insecticide  would  be  more  fatal  to  them  than  if  the 
trees  had  been  irrigated  as  usual ;  whereas  if  not  canied  too  far  no  permanent  in- 

3'ury  to  the  trees  will  be  likely  to  follow.  The  trees  which  I  expenmented  on  in 
Fuly  had  not  received  any  water  directly  since  the  rains  of  the  preceding  winter, 
but  as  there  was  a  well-irrigated  orange  grove  adjoin^  them  they  evidently  received 
some  water  from  this  soin'ce.  Several  of  the  trees  m  the  same  plat  as  those  I  ex- 
perimented on,  but  situated  4  or  5  rods  farther  from  the  irrigated  grove,  were  irri- 
gated m  the  month  of  September,  two  montlis  after  my  experiments  were  made, 
and  these  shortly  afterward  started  into  a  vigorous  growth. 

This,  however,  is  the  phase  of  the  question  which  I  must  leave  to  the  fruit-growen 
for  them  to  decide.  It  is,  of  co\u*8e,  only  applicable  to  trees  growing  in  districts 
where  irrigation  is  practiced. 

The  gas-generator  I  used  in  my  experiments  consists  of  a  leaden  vessel  in  the 
form  of  a  cylinder,  having  a  diameter  of  8  inches  and  a  height  of  20  inches;  the  upper 
end  narrows  to  a  diameter  of  2  inches,  and  is  furnished  with  a  screw  coupling  at- 
tached to  a  piece  of  rubber  hose  leading  to  the  tin  pipe,  by  which  the  acia  ananas 
are  drawn  out  of  the  upper  i>art  of  the  tent  by  means  of  a  Cummings  blower,  fee 
materials  for  generating  the  gas  were  put  into  the  generator  one  after  the  other, 
and  the  coupling  then  screwed  on;  the  gas  as  generated  passed  out  of  the  top  of  tiie 
generator  and  through  the  rubber  hose  into  the  pipe  leading  from  the  tent  to  the 
blower,  and  by  tummg  the  latter  the  gas  and  air  are  drawn  through  it,  and  by  a 
second  tin  pipe  are  forced  into  the  lower  part  of  the  tent.  This  second  tin  pipe 
simply  enters  the  tent  below,  while  the  one  by  which  the  air  and  gas  are  drawn  out 
of  the  tent  is  furnished  with  an  elbow  reaching  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  tree  mcloeed 
by  the  tent;  thus  by  simply  turning  the  blower  the  air  and  gas  are  drawn  out  of  the 
upper  -part  of  the  tent  and  again  forced  into  it  below,  by  which  means  the  gas  ia 
thoroughly  circulated  inside  of  the  tent. 

In  iS  of  my  experiments  with  this  gas  the  residue  remaining  in  the  generator 
after  all  action  of  the  materials  had  ceased  was  of  a  deep-black  color,  and  much 
heat  was  produced  during  tlie  generating  of  the  gas. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  more  impoi*tant  of  these  experiments;  those 
numl)ered  140  to  148,  inclusive,  were  on  neglected  trees: 

(140)  Boiled  for  half  an  hour  24  ounces  by  weight  of  white  arsenic  (AstOj)  in  240 
fluid  ounces  of  water;  the  solution  measured  204  fluid  ounces.  About  6  ounces  by 
weight  of  the  arsenic  remained  as  an  incrustation  over  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  in 
which  it  was  dissolved,  and  throe  days  later  an  equal  quantity  of  the  arsenic  had 
settled  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  containing  the  solution. 

Eight  fluid  ounces  of  commercial  sulphuric  acid  (HaSO^)  were  added  to  8  ounces 
by  vveight  of  sheet  zinc  cut  into  small  pieces,  and  to  these  were  added  40  fluid  ounces 
of  the  above  arsenic  solution.  The  gas  was  passed  through  a  Cummings  blower,  as 
described  above,  the  blower  lacing  turned  for  &\e  minutes  after  the  generating  of 
the  gas  began.  Tent  inclosed  alx>ut  57  cubic  feet  of  space.  Test  made  July  2,  from 
9  to  0.30  a.  m. ;  sun  shining.  Examined  tree  July  19;  found  only  two  living  Iceryse; 
leaves  uninjured. 

(142)  Ten  fluid  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid  Avere  added  to  10  ounces  by  weight  of  the 
zinc  clippings,  and  to  these  were  added  50  fluid  ouiu*es  of  arsenic  solution  140.  Blower 
turned  ten  minutes.     Tent  inclosed  about  22  cubic  feet    Test  made  July  8,  from 
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10.80  to  11  a.  m.  ;  sun  shining.  Examined  tree  July  19  ;  found  no  living  leery eo ; 
three-fifths  of  the  leaves  and  a  few  tender  twigs  at  the  very  top  of  the  tree  were 
kiUed. 

(144)  Thirty  fluid  ounces  of  the  arsenic  solution  140  were  added  to  6  ounces  of 
zinc  clippings,  and  to  these  were  added  6  fluid  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid.  Blower 
turned  five  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  57  cubic  feet.  Test  made  July  6,  from 
10  to  10.30  a.  m. ;  sun  shining.  Examined  July  24 ;  foimd  only  one  Ic^rya ;  leaves 
uninjured. 

(14o)  Twenty-one  ounces  of  the  arsenic  solution  140  were  added  to  7  ounces  of 
zinc  clippings,  and  to  these  were  added  8  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid.  Blower  turned 
live  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  88  cubic  feet.  Test  made  July  9,  from  10  to  10.30 
a.  m. ;  sun  shining.    Examined  July  34 ;  found  no  living  Iceryse  ;  leaves  uninjured. 

(146)  Seven  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid  were  added  to  0  ounces  of  granulated  zinc 
(preparec)  as  described  above),  and  to  these  were  added  15  ounces  of  the  arsenic 
solution  140  diluted  with  the  same  quantity  of  cold  water.  Blower  turned  five 
minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  128  cubic  feet.  Test  made  July  12»  from  2.15  to  2.45 
p.  m. ;  sun  shining.  Examined  July  24;  found  about  two  dozen  living  leery ae;  leaves 
uninjured. 

(147)  Boiled  for  forty  minutes  8  ounces  of  white  arsenic  in  184  fliiid  ounces  of 
water ;  the  solution  measured  128  fluid  ounces.  After  the  lapse  of  several  days  only 
a  small  quantity  of  the  arsenic  had  settled  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  contaimng  the 
solution. 

Seven  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid  were  added  to  6  ounces  of  the  granulated  zinc,  and 
to  these  were  added  21  ounces  of  the  above  arsenic  solution  and  14  ounces  of  water. 
Blower  turned  five  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  88  cubic  feet.  Test  made  July  20, 
from  9.80  to  10  a.  m.;  cloudy.  Examined  August  6,  and  fotmd  only  two  living 
Icery»,  at  the  very  top  of  the  tree ;  leaves  uninjured. 

(148)  Nine  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid  were  added  to  8* ounces  of  granulated  zinc, 
and  to  these  were  added  18  ounces  of  .the  arsenic  solution  147  and  27  ounces  of  water. 
Blower  turned  five  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  137  cubic  feet.  Test  made  July 
20,  from  10.25  to  10.55  a.  m. ;  cloudy.  Examined  August  6,  and  found  only  three 
living  Iceryas ;  leaves  uninjured. 

(152)  Three  oimces  of  sulphuric  acid  were  added  to  2^  ounces  of  granulated  zinc, 
and  to  these  were  added  6  ounces  of  the  arsenic  solution  147  and  9  ounces  of  water. 
Blower  turned  five  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  42  cubic  feet  of  space  on  a  rose- 
bush. Test  made  August  14,  from  10.15  to  11  a.  m. ;  sun  shining.  Examined  Sep- 
tember 4 ;  about  three-fourths  of  the  IcerysB  were  still  living ;  one-half  of  the  leaves 
on  the  rose-bush  were  killed. 

(153)  Four  ounces  of  sulphiuic  acid  were  added  to  3  ounces  of  the  granulated  zinc, 
and  to  these  were  added  o  ounces  of  the  arsenic  solution  147  and  14  ounces  of  cold 
water.  Blower  turned  five  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  32  cubic  feet  on  an  orange 
tree.  Test  made  August  14,  from  3.15  to  4  p.  m. ;  sun  shining.  Examined  Sep- 
tember 8 ;  about  three-fourths  of  the  Iceryse  were  still  living ;  leaves  uninjured. 

In  this  and  all  of  the  following  experiments  the  trees  were  healthy  and  vigorous, 
and  the  Icerysd  infesting  them  were  correspondingly  so. 

(154)  Five  ounces  of  sulphiuic  acid  were  added  to  4  ounces  of  the  granulated  zinc, 
and  to  these  were  added  8  ounces  of  the  arsenic  solution  147  and  17  ounces  of  cold 
water.  Blower  turned  five  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  69  cubic  feet.  Test  made 
August  14,  from  4.30  to  5.15  p.  m.;  sun  shining.  Examined  September  3;  about 
four-fifths  of  the  Iceryaa  were  still  living;  leaves  uninjured. 

(155)  Boiled  for  forty  minutes  10  oimces  of  white  arsenic  in  208  fluid  ounces  of 
water;  the  solution  measured  128  fluid  oimces.  Six  days  later  but  little  of  tlie 
arsenic  had  settled  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  containing  the  solution. 

Ten  ounces  of  sulpliuric  acid  were  added  to  9  ounces  of  tlie  granulated  zinc,  and 
to  these  were  added  80  ounces  of  the  above  arsenic  solution  and  20  ounces  of  water. 

lower  turned  five  minutes.  Tent  inclosed  about  170  cubic  feet.  Test  made  August 
15,  from  4. 80  to  5. 1 5  p.  m. ;  *un  shining.  Examined  September  3 ;  about  tliree-f ourths 
of  the  IcerysB  were  still  living;  leaves  uninjured. 

(170)  Boiled  for  half  an  hour  5  ounces  of  white  arsenic  in  220  fluid  ounces  of 
water ;  the  solution  measured  176  fluid  ounces. 

Nine  ounces  of  sulphuric  acid  were  added  to  8  ounces  of  zinc  clippings,  and  to 
these  were  added  30  ounces  of  tlie  above  arsenic  solution  and  15  ounces  of  water. 
Blower  turned  nearly  continuously  during  the  time  of  making  the  test.  Tent  in- 
closed about  32  cubic  feet.  Test  made  October  12,  from  3.30  to  4  p.  m.  ;  sun  shin- 
ing. Examined  November  8 ;  about  three-fourths  of  the  Iceryse  were  still  living  ; 
leaves  uninjured. 

(171)  Fifteen  ounces  of  sulphvuic  acid  were  added  to  14  ounces  of  zinc  clippings, 
and  to  those  were  added  48  ounces  of  the  arsenic  solution  155,  8  oimces  of  arsenic 
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solution  170,  and  20  ounces  of  water.  Blower  turned  almost  continuously  during 
the  time  of  making  tiie  test.  Tent  inclosed  about  69  cubic  feet.  Test  made  October 
12,  from  4.30  to  5  p.  m.;  sim  shining.  Examined  November  8  ;  about  one-fourth  of 
the  IceryjB  were  still  living ;  leaves  uninjured. 

As  several  persons  have  sent  me  very  erroneous  calculations  concerning  the 
number  of  cubic  feet  of  space  inclosed  by  the  tent  covering  a  tree  of  a  given  dia- 
meter and  height,  it  may  not  be  out  of  ^lace  here  to  give  briefly  my  melAiod  of 
making  at  least  an  approximate  calculation  of  the  cubical  contents  of  the  tent. 
The  latter;  when  on  a  tree,  is  in  the  form  of  a  cylinder,  with  tjie  exception  that 
one  of  the  ends  is  dome-shai^ed,  instead  of  beinff  squarely  truncated  ;  to  allow  for 
this  we  suuply  subtract  a  few  feet  from  the  height  of  the  tent,  and  multiply  the 
remainder  by  tiie  area  of  its  base ;  the  latter  is  found  by  multiplying  the  square  of 
its  diameter  by  tlie  dei'imal  fraction  .7854.  Thus,  to  find  the  cubical  contents  of  a 
tent  inclosing  a  tree  10  feet  high  by  6  feet  in  diameter,  we  first  multiply  the  square 
of  6  by  .7854,  which  gives  about  28.^  square  feet ;  subtracting  1|  feet  from  the  height 
of  the  tent,  to  allow  for  the  dome,  we  next  multiply  the  remainder  by  28.27,  which 
gives  us  a  fraction  over  240  cubic  feet  as  the  solid  contents  of  the  tent. 

THE  RESIN  COMPOUND  FOR  gCAJ^E-INBECrrS. 

This  compound  is  now  being  quite  extensively  used  in  this  part  of  the  State  for 
the  destruction  of  scale-insects  of  every  description  and  is  giving  good  results.  It 
was  first  used  by  Mr.  Albert  Koebele,  one  of  tlie  entomojogical  agents  of  this  De- 

gartment,  and  he  has  given  an  account  of  it  in  liis  report  to  Professor  Biley,  pub- 
shed  in  the  annual  rex>ort  of  tliis  Department  for  the  year  1886,  page  569,  experi- 
ment 157.  The  proportions  of  materials  given  in  tliis  experiment,  however,  are  not 
quite  conect.  The  following  proportions,  based  ujn^n  many  exp^^riments  which  I 
'-ave  made  with  this  comixmnd,  and  also  upon  the  experience  oi  otliers  who  have 
used  it,  will  give  much  better  results  : 

Caustic  soda,  1  pound. 

Resin,  8  pounds. 

Water  to  make  32  gallons. 

The  caustic  soda  is  first  dissolved  by  boiling  in  about  a  gallon  of  water ;  when 
dissolved,  one-half  of  the  Holution  is  taaen  out  and  the  resin  added  to  the  remainder 
and  boiled  until  dissolved,  after  which  the  balance  of  the  soda  solution  is  added  very 
slowly.  The  mixture  is  then  boiled  over  a  hot  fire,  being  stined  almost  constantly, 
and  when  cooked  sufficiently  it  v/ill  assimilate  with  cold  water  like  milk,  wliich  it 
much  resembles.  A  sufficient  quantity  of  water  should  then  be  added,  tlie  mixture 
Doing  thoroughly  stirred  during  the  adding  of  the  water  ;  it  should  then  l)e  strained 
through  a  fine  sieve,  or  through  a  piece  ot  thin  and  rather  open  cloth,  otherwise 
there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  forcing  it  through  a  spraying  nozzle. 

The  main  points  to  be  observed  in  the  preparation  of  this  compound  are  to  liave 
a  hot  fire  and  to  stir  the.  mixture  about  constantly  during  the  c(K>king,  to  prevent 
burning. 

The  success  attending  the  use  of  this  compound  depends  largely  upon  the  fineness 
of  the  spray  and  the  thoroughness  of  applying  it.  I  nave  seen  orange  trees  that  liad 
been  only  lightly  sprayed  with  it  and  not  more  than  half  of  the  Ii;erya;  were  killed, 
while  on  other  orange  trees  that  had  been  thoroughly  dienclied  with  the  same  solu- 
tion nearly  all  of  these  insects  were  killed.  Many  of  the  partial  failures  resulting 
from  the  use  of  this  and  some  of  the  other  washes  may  be  traced  to  the  fact  that 
they  have  been  used  too  sparingly.  It  is  not  enough  to  simply  wet  ev  ery  part  of  the 
tree;  it  should  be  thorougMy  arenclied,  or  satisfactory  results  will  not  be  obtained. 

One  of  my  correspondents,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Wheeler,  of  Pomona,  has  used  this  com- 
pound in  the  proportion  of  1  pound  of  caustic  soda,  JO  pounds  of  resin,  and  water  to 
make  40  gallons,  and  mider  date  of  September  28  he  writes  me  as  follows  concern- 
ing it: 

"  Dear  Sir:  Saving  used  the  resin  compound  for  spraying  orange  and  lemon 
trees  affected  with  '  black  scale,*  I  will  send  results  as  far  as  I  can  perceive  them. 
In  my  orcliard  of  about  four  himdred  orange  and  eighty -four  lemon  trees  there  were 
three  badly  injured  in  looks  and  vitaUty,  being  completely  covtaod  by  the  black 
scale.  Of  the  remainder,  perhaps  half  a  dozen  needed  spraying,  all  tbe  rest  being 
remarkably  clean,  healthy,  and  vigorous.  Nevertheless,  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  all 
have  been  sprayed.  The  trees  are  four  years  old  from  the  bud,  about  5  feet  in 
diameter  through  the  tops,  and  5  or  6  feet  high. 

**  Five  barrelfuls,  or  about  200  gallons,  were  used,  costing  about  a  cent  a  gallon, 
or  less  than  half  a  cent  for  each  tree — $d  for  the  whole  orchard.    If  a  satisfactorily 
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working  pump  had  beau  used,  about  three  days  would  have  sufficed  for  the  prepar- 
ing ana  applying  of  the  wafih,  provided  there  should  be  no  delay  in  cooking  the 
compound,  as  there  was  in  my  case.  One  man  can  do  the  spraying,  but  it  will  take 
aeariy  twice  as  long  as  if  two  did  the  work. 

**  On  the  three  badly  affected  trees  a  large  portion  of  the  bugs  are  dead,  but  not 
all,  the  young  ones  seeming  to  be  the  hai*dest  to  kill.  One  of  these  trees  X  sprayed 
a  second  time  about  two  days  after  the  first  application,  and  a  third  time  a>bout  a 
week  after,  and  all  of  the  bugs  are  not  dead  yet,  nor  the  tree  clean  looking. 
.  Perhaps  the  results  would  have  been  better  if  more  tim^  had  elapsetl  between  the 
applications,  fOr  I  notice  that  now,  two  weeks  later,  more  scales  are  destroyed  tlian 
I  thought  would  be  when  I  looked  at  the  trees  a  day  or  two  after  the  firsthand  sec- 
ond sprayings.  So  I  can  not  say  from  this  experience  that  one,  two,  or  even  three 
applications  will  thoroughly  rid  a  tree  of  black  scales. 

'*  Some  think  the  fruit  may  be  injured  by  the  caustic  soda,  but  as  I  accidentally 
sprayed  my  eye,  wi^  only  a  momentary  smarting,  I  do  not  believe  any  foliage  or 
fruit  can  be  hurt. 

"  This  is  my  experience  in  cooking  th^  compound  :  As  I  luid  no  large  vessel  only 
enough  at  ona  time  for  a  baiTel  full  was  prepared.  The  first  time  I  kept  it  boiling 
half  a  day,  expecting  accordinjg^  to  directions  that  when  it  had  boiled  sufficiently 
it  would  mix  with  water ;  but  it  never  would.  At  last  I  added  a  little  more  of  the 
soda  solution,  and  it  came  out  all  right.  The  second  time  I  had  to  add  more  soda. 
The  third  time,  by  using  about  a  poimd  and  a  half  of  soda  to  ten  of  resin,  it  came 
without  any  trouble.  The  fourth  mess  woul '  not  assimilate,  so  I  added  more  soda 
solution ;  thai;  made  it  dark  and  thick,  like  soft  soap,  so  1  thought  more  resin 
needed.  Still  it  would  not  mix,  so  more  soda  was  added,  then  more  resin,  and  after 
adding  soda  once  more  I  gave  it  up.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  trouble  was  ?  At 
no  stage  of  the  cooking  would  it  mix  with  water.  The  fifth  time  I  had  to  add  more 
soda,  and  whUe  it  nuxed  with  water  it  was  darker,  more  like  molasses.  Still  it  was 
used  and  worked  well. 

"  Although  when  prepared  rightly  it  assimilated  perfectly  with  water,  making  a 
milky  subs^mce  free  from  sediment,  still  after  emptying  the  barrel  each  time  there 
was  a  caked  sediment  of  a  waxy  texture  which  stuck  onto  the  filters  of  the. suction 
pipe,  and  getting  into  the  tube,  clogged  the  noezle,  causing  a  deal  of  delay.'' 

One  of  the  troubles  experiauced  by  Mr.  Wheeler  in  making  this  compound  re- 
sulted from  the  fact  that  as  crude  caustio  soda  is  not  always  of  a  uniform  strength, 
1  pound  of  it  will  not  always  saponify  10  pounds  of  resin ;  for  this  reason  I  have 
reoommended  usin^  only  8  pounds  of  resin  to  1  of  caustic  soda,  and  several  trials 
Ukai  I  have  made  with  the  compoimd  by  using  these  propoirtions  have  in  every  in- 
stance resulted  in  producing  the  compound  within  an  hour  after  the  time  that  all 
of  the  materials  were  dissolved.  If  not  enough  caustic  soda  has  been  used,  the  com- 
pound while  being  cooked  will  produce  large  bubbles  ;  whereas  if  a  sufficient 
quantily  has  been  used  it  i^oduces  very  small  bubbles  which  rise  up  in  the  vessel  in 
a  foam-like  mass. 

The  trouble  of  the  uozzle  becozping  clogged  by  the  solution  would  doubtless  have 
been  obviated  if  the  solution  had  been  previously  strained.  I  experienced  the  same 
difficulty  with  a  Croftcm  nozzle  I  used,  but  after  straining  the  solution  through  a 
piece  of  thin  tarlatan  cloth  I  bad  no  more  difficulty  with  the  clogging  of  the  nozzle. 

Half  a  gallon  of  the  solution  would  scarcely  be  sufficient  to  thoroughly  drench  an 
orange  tree  5  feet  tall  by  the  sanie  in  diameter  ;  I  should  have  used  at  least  three 
times  this  quantity  in  ridding  a  tree  of  this  size  of  the  IcerysB. 

Under  date  of  October  16,  Mx.  Wheeler  further  writes  me  as  follows: 

"  Dear  Sib:  I  have  just  again  looked  at  the  tree  which  I  sprayed  three  times  with 
the  resin  compoimd.    A  large  portion  of  the  black  scale  is  dead,  but  not  ail.     New 

frowth  has  started  at  points,  aiid  the  smut  upon  the  foliage  loosened,  but  the  tree 
oee  not  look  much  better.  ♦  ♦  ♦  The  compound  seems  a  good  one,  and  if  I  can 
learn  to  make  it  without  so  much  loss  of  time  and  material  I  shall  probably  use  it 
next  year.  If  it  could  be  made  within  half  an  hour  after  the  water  boils,  as  I  did 
once,  and  a  nozzle  used  that  didn't  keep  clogging,  I  would  like  it  much.  ♦  *  ♦ 
I  don't  remember  that  there  was  much  trouble  from  the  plunger  of  the  pump  stick- 
ing, though  I  think  a  little;  the  most  was  free  from  the  nozzle  becoming  clogged, 
requiring  great  pressure  in  pumping  to  overcome  it. 

**  I  win  look  once  more  at  the  fruit.  No,  as  far  as  eyesight  can  judge,  neither 
the  fruit  nor  the  new  growth  are  injured  a  particle  on  the  budding  trees.  I  used  a 
little  from  the  bottom  of  the  barrel — probably  a  little  over  strength — on  a  yoimg 
seedling  tree,  and  the  leaves  look  a  trifle  curled  (not  burnt)  as  if  from  wilting,  wid  I 
don*t  know  but  that  is  the  reo«on,  though  I  have  watered  it  since. 
"  I  should  say,  with  a  deal  of  coufidence,that  the  wash  is  absolutely  harmless  to 
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the  fruit  and  foliage;  in  fact,  when  it  didn't  injure  my  eyeball  I  didn*t  see  (logically, 
not  physically)  how  it  could  injure  a  green  orange." 

Mr.  Wheeler  also  writes  me  that  he  purchased  his  materials  from  the  Los  Angelis 
Soap  Company,  of  this  city,  and  that  the  prices  were  as  follows:  Caustic  soda,  4 1 
cents  per  potmd;  resin,  2^  cents  per  poimd.  At  these  rates,  each  gallon  of  the  dUuted 
wash,  made  according  to  the  formula  I  have  given  above,  will  cost  a  little  less  than 
three-quarters  of  a  cent  for  the  materials. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  experiments  which  I  made  with  this  comx>ound 
during  the  past  season : 

(156)  Resm,  8  pounds ;  caustic  soda,  1  pound ;  water  to  make  80  gallons.  Sprayed 
lightly  on  rose-bushes  infested  with  the  IcerysB.  This  proved  fatal  to  only  alxnit 
one-half  of  the  Iceryse ;  the  bushes  were  uninjured. 

Mr^  Alexander  Craw,  of  this  city,  sprayed  a  nimiber  of  rose-bushes  with 'this  oom- 
poimd  last  winter,  using  10  pounds  of  resin,  1  of  caustic  soda,  and  water  to  make 
60  ^lons ;  this  was  not  strong  enough,  so  he  added  more  resin  and  caustic  soda, 
until  the  proportions  were  about  10  pounds  of  resin,  *1  of  caustic  soda,  and  water  to 
make  40  gaUons.  The  rose-bushes  were  verv  thoroughly  sprayed  with  this  solution, 
and  nearly  all  of  the  Iceryse  were  killed,  while  the  bushes  were  uninjured.  These 
bushes  were  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  infested  orange  trees,  and  about 
eight  months  later  were  about  as  thickly  infested  witli  the  Iceryaa  as  when  first 
sprayed. 

(157)  Resin,  8i  pounds ;  caustic  soda,  1  pound  ;  watei  to  make  38  gallons.  Sprayed 
on  an  orange  tree.  About  90  per  cent,  of  the  Iceryae  were  killed,  while  the  foliage 
of  the  tree  was  uninjured.  A  dozen  red  scales  {Asjndiottis  aurantii^  Maskell)  were 
also  upon  this  tree,  and  all  but  one  of  them  were  killed.  Several  weeks  after  the 
application  the  black  smut  still  adhered  to  the  leaves. 

(158)  Resin,  8i  pounds ;  caustic  soda,  1  pound  ;  water  to  make  26  gallons.  Sprayed 
on  an  orange  tree.  All  of  the  Iceryse  w^ere  killed ;  leaves  uninjured  and  stfll  cov- 
ered with  the  black  smut  seven  weeks  later.  Three  out  of  the  six  green  oranges 
upon  this  tree  had  a  brown  spot  burned  into  their  under  side  where  the  solution  £gu1 
collected  in  a  large  drop  ;  this  may  have  been  produced  by  some  of  the  solution  in 
the  bottom  of  the  vessel  which  was  stronger  than  the  rest,  as  the  solution  had  not 
been  strained  previous  to  being  applied.  Some  of  it  was  also  sprayed  on  a  peach 
tree,  but  did  not  injure  the  leaves.  There  were  also  several  red  scales  and  soft 
scales  (Lecanium  Tiesperidumt  Linn.)  ui)on  the  orange  tree,  and  all  of  these  were 
killed. 

(164)  Resin,  8i  poimds ;  caustic  soda,  1  pound ;  water  to  make  76  gallons.  Strained 
the  solution  through  a  piece  of  tarlatan  cloth  and  sprayed  it  on  an  orange  tfee. 
Nearly  all  of  the  yoimg  Iceryce  in  the  first  and  second  stages  were  killed,  but  man^ 
of  the  older  ones  and  nearly  all  of  the  adults  escaped  injury ;  leaves  and  fruit 
uninjured. 

In  making  these  experiments  I  used  an  aquapult  pump  and  a  Crofton  nozzle.  A 
figure  of  this  pump  is  given  b^  Professor  Kilej^  in  the  fourth  re^wrt  of  the  United 
States  Entomological  Commission,  Plate  XL,  ng,  1 ;  and  a  g^nid  idea  of  the  nozzle 
may  be  gleaned  from  fig.  8,  Plate  XXT,  of  the  same  report.  The  Crofton  nozzle  has 
an  eddy  cliamber  in  place  of  the  hole  or  bore  shown  at  c  in  the  alwve-m^ntioned 
figure,  and  by  turning  the  shut-off  plug  (B)  a  coarse  or  fine  spray  may  be  had  at  the 
will  of  the  operator.  This  is  an  improvement  over  the  Cyclone  and  San  Jose 
nozzles,  in  both  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  change  the  cap  or  piece  containing  the 
opening  out  of  which  the  spray  issues,  in  order  to  obtain  a  finer  or  coarser  spray,  as 
desired.  The  Crofton  nozzle  is  furnished  with  two  openings,  each  of  which  is 
almost  large  enough  to  admit  the  head  of  on  ordinary  pin  ;  one  of  tiiese  openings  is 
situated  at  the  end,  and  the  other  on  one  side  of  the  nozzle,  and  by  turning  the  shut- 
off  plug  the  spray  may  be  made  to  issue  from  the  end  or  from  one  side  of  the  nozzle 
as  desired.  There  is  also  a  larger  opening  on  one  side  of  the  nozzle,  intended  as  a 
means  for  freeing  the  outlet  of  the  eddy  chamber  when  it  becomes  clogged,  but  I 
did  not  find  this  to  operate  very  successfully.  Whenever  the  outlet  became  clogged 
I  found  it  necessary  to  take  ou^  the  shut-off  plug  and  remove  the  obstacle  ;  but  the 
nozzle  seldom  clogged  when  the  wash  had  been  previously  strained. 

THE  COPPER  MIXTURE  OF  GIRONDE  AS  AN  INSECTICIDE. 

On  the  20th  of  last  January  I  received  the  following  letter  from  Professor  Kiley, 
under  date  of  January  13  : 

**  Dear  Sir  :  I  learn  from  Mr.  Scribner  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Ehler,  of  San  Jose,  reports 
that  the  /  Bordeaux  mixture,'  or  *  Copper  mixture  of  Giroiule '  recommended  by  the 
Section  of  Mycology  of  the  Department  for  Grape-vine  Mildew  works  well  on  trees 
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of  all  kinds  as  a  scale  preventive  and  destroyer.  I  should  like  to  have  you  corre- 
spond with  Mr.  Eider  and  ask  him  the  facts  in  the  case,  and,  if  it  seems  worth  while, 
to  conduct  experiments  yourself  with  this  mixture." 

Accordingly  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Elder  upon  the  subject,  and  received  the  following 
reply,  under  date  of  January  29  : 

'^  Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  21st  instant  is  to  hand,  and  in  reply  will  say  that  the  com- 
pound for  spraying  fruit  trees  was  used  by  me,  and  the  results  were  good.  I  used  the 
materials  according  to  the  circular  of  the  Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman,  and  I  used  it 
on  willows  and  other  useless  bushes  until  I  ascertained  the  proper  strength ;  I  then 
sprayed  scale-infested  trees  with  it,  and  the  residts  were  all  that  could  be  wished, 
and,  in  fact,  effectual." 

Thinking  the  subject  worthy  of  a  careful  investi^^on  I  obtained  the  necessary 
materials  and  proceeded  according  to  the  directions  given  in  "  Circular  No.  8,  Section 
of  Vegetable  Pathology,"  reprinted  on  pages  828,  fe9,  of  the  annual  report  of  this 
Department  for  1887. 

I  first  dissolved  2  pounds  of  sulphate  of  copper  (also  known  as  blueatone  or  bhie 
vitriol^  CUSO4, 5HsO),  in  2^  gallcms  of  cold  water;  it  dissolved  in  about  an  hour,  with 
occasional  stirring.  *  I  next  slaked  8  pounds  of  quicklime  (CaO)  in  half  a  gallon  of 
water,  and  the  next  day  added  it  to  the  above  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper,  stirring 
it  thoroughly.  On  the  following  day  I  made  several  tests  with  it,  the  more  import- 
ant of  which  are  as  follows: 

(161)  Took  1  pint  of  the  above  sulphate  of  copper  and  lime  mixture  and  diluted  it 
with  13  pints  of  water;  this  was  then  strained  tlnrough  a  piece  of  this  tarlatan  cloth, 
and  about  2  fluid  ounces  of  a  semi-solid  substance  was  removed.  The  liquid  portion 
was  sprayed  upon  an  orange  tree  at  1.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  while  the  sun  was  sninihg. 
I  examined  it  three  weeks  mter,  and  found  that  only  a  few  of  the  Iceryse  had  beSi 
killed  by  the  wash;  the  foliage  was  uninjured. 

(162)  Took  8  pints  of  thealx>ve  sulphate  of  copper  and  lime  mixture  and  diluted  it 
with  11  pints  of  water;  strained  it  tlirough  a  piece  of  tarlatan  cloth,  and  removed 
about  half  a  pint  of  a  semi-soUd  substance;  the  liquid  portion  was  then  sprayed 
upon  an  orange  tree  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  while  the  sun  was  shining.  I  exammed  it 
three  weeks  later,  and  found  that  about  one-half  the  Iceryae  had  been  kiUed  by  the 
spray;  foliage  uninjured. 

(163)  Immersed  into  tlie  undiluted  sulphate  of  copper  and  lime  mixture  a  branch 
of  an  orange  tree  infested  with  the  Icervse;  this  formed  a  thick  coating  over  the 
bark  and  leaves,  somewhat  resembling  whitewash.  Three  weeks  later  this  coating 
had  cracked  open  in  many  places,  and  the  Iceryae  beneath  it  were  idive  and  appar- 
ently healthy;  I  could  not  discover  that  a  single  one  of  them  had  been  killed  by  the 
mixture.  I  again  examined  it  two  weeks  later;  about  five-sixths  of  the  surface  of 
the  leaves  and  bark  of  this  branch  was  still  covered  with  this  mixture;  many  Iceryss 
had  settled  down  upon  it,  and  were  apparently  in  a  healthy  condition.  The  foliage 
was  uninjured. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  diluted  wash,  holding  in  suspension  the  more  soluble  por- 
tions of  the  mixture,  is  more  fatal  to  the  Iceryse  than  is  t^e  thick  undiluted  mix- 
tore. 

As  the  materials  for  the  wash  of  the  strength  eiven  above  in  experiment  162  costs 
in  this  city  at  the  rate  of  8  cents  per  gallon,  and  the  wash  proved  fatal  to  only  one- 
half  the  Icervae,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  use  it  any  stronger,  since  the  cost 
alone  would  have  prohibited  it  from  being  used  on  a  large  scale. 
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By  Mart  E.  Murtfeldt,  Kirkwood,  Mo. 

LETTER  OF  SUBMITTAIj. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  the  record  of  the  more  important  of  my  observations  on 
the  history  and  habits  of  injurious  and  beneficial  insects  during  the  present  season, 
and  I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  determinations  and  other 
favors  by  which  my  work  was  greatly  facilitated. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Mary  E.  Murtfeldt. 
Dr.  C.  V.'  RiLET, 

Ent(mologi»t  XJ,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIOHa 

Earlr  vegetables,  strawberries,  and  oiher  herbaceous  plants  suffered  considOTably' 
from  the  attacks  of  Cut-worms,  among  which  the  larvae  of  AgrotiM  saticia,  A.  sub- 
gothica,  and  A,  telifera  were  conspicuous.  The  chmbing  species,  AgroiU  cUtemata, 
A.  scandetu{f)  and  Homohadena  oadistriga  also  did  considerable  damage  in  cutting 
the  foliage  and  blossom  buds  of  fruit  trees  and  grape  and  honevsuckle  vines.  We 
found  that  bits  of  old  carpet  or  gunny  sacks,  crumpled  or  folded,  made  the  most 
inviting  traps  for  these  worms,  and  an  examination  of  these  during  the  dav-time 
seldom  failed  to  reveal  a  considerable  number  of  the  worms  enjoying  the  treacherous 
hiding  places.  This  kind  of  trapping  is  no  more  trouble  than  and  is  much  prefer- 
able to  the  application  of  poisons  to  or  around  the  plants  attacked. 

Flea-beetles  {Fhyllotreta  vittata  and  P,  zimmetmanni)  were  in  this  locality  con- 
spicuous for  their  scarcity  during  the  entire  season.  This  immunity  is  probably  to 
be  attributed  in  part  to  the  extreme  drought  and  consequent  baking  of  the  soil  of 
the  previous  year,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  last-named  species,  to  the  eradication  of 
the  weeds  Lepidium  and  Afdbis,  which  are  the  favorite  food  plants  of  its  leaf -mining 
larvse. 

The  Plum  Curculio  did  comparatively  little  dama^  during  the  present  season, 
although  stone  fruits  abounded  more  tnan  they  had  done  for  five  years.  The  later 
peaches  suffered  most,  principally  from  their  punctures  for  food. 

The  Codling  Moth  did  no  appreciable  damage  throughout  the  State,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  and  within  my  personal  observation  certainly  not  more  than  5  per  cent, 
of  an  unusually  full  crop  was  **  wormy."  A  few  enterprising  orchardists  of  my 
acquaintance  were  at  the  expense  of  procuring  spraying  apparatus  and  arsenic  or 
Paris  green.  These  were  used  liberally,  in  some  cases  disastrously  fot  the  orchards, 
and  the  owners  were  chagrined  to  learn,  later  on,  that  neighboring  orchards,  not 
treated,  enjoyed  an  equal  inmunity  from  the  apple  Worm. 

The  Army- worm  (Leucania  unipuncta)  made  its  appearance  in  many  parts  of  the 
State,  and  did  considerable  injury  to  gr^iss  and  small  grains.  So  far  as  I  have  be^ 
informed  it  mostly  developed  in  the  fields  where  first  observed  and  did  not  migrate 
in  companies.  In  Montgomery  Countv,  however,  some  ditching  was  done  to  check 
its  incursions.  In  Saint  Louis  County  it  was  quite  destructive  in  the  spring,  not 
only  on  farms  but  in  suburban  gardens,  cutting  off  the  earlier  plantings  of  sweet 
corn,  and  dwarfing  the  small  plats  of  rye,  oats,  and  sorghum  sown  for  pasturage 
and  chicken  feed.  A  large  proportion  of  the  worms  I  collected  were  parasited  by 
TachincB  and  IchfieumoniacB,  The  succeeding  broods  of  these  worms  did  not  attract 
any  attention.  The  moth  is  **  always  with  us  **  and  is  more  commonly  taken  during 
autumn  than  at  any  other  season. 

Leaf -cutting  Bees  iMegachile\  which  have  been  for  a  few  years  past  such  depre- 
dators on  the  heauty  of  our  more  delicately  colored  flowers  as  to  rank  them  among 
first-class  pests,  were  much  less  numerous  the  present  season.  I  can  only  accou^ 
for  this  on  the  theory  that  the  frequent  and  heavy  midsummer  showers  drowned  the 
larvae  and  probably  to  some  extent  the  mature  bees,  since,  with  us,  they  had  ac- 
quired the  habit  of  using  tunnels  in  the  ground  for  their  nests.  I  have  frequently 
seen  them  carrying  their  floral  filchings  into  these  holes,  but  whether  they  them- 
selves dig  them  (which  does  not  seem  probable,  scarcely  possible,  indeed)  or  merely 
make  use  of  the  excavations  of  some  other  insect  or  spioer,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain. 

Grapta  interrogationis,  which  with  us  feeds  principally  on  the  Elm,  this  summer 
attacked  the  Hop  vines  in  and  around  Kirkwood  to  a  ruinous  degree.  It  also  fed 
largely  on  the  Hackberry  (Celtis). 

A  Plagiie  of,  Pssylla  lice. — For  some  years  we  have  been  greatly  annoyed  during 
the  months  of  September  and  October  by  swarms  of  these  insetets  (Pamypsylla  c- 
vesiciihini)  bred  from  small,  blister-like  galls  on  the  leaves  of  a  fine  Hackberry  tree, 
distant  about  15  feet  from  the  house.  In  their  search  for  winter  quarters  they  in- 
vaded kitchen  and  dining-room,  hall  and  chambers,  settling  on  table  linen  and  food 
and  on  tlie  beds,  even  making  their  way  between  the  sheets,  causing  much  discom- 
fort and  disffust.  They  are  so  smaU  that  wire  screens  were  no  barrier  to  their  in- 
gress. Recently  the  nuisance  became  insupportable,  and  with  much  reluctance  the 
tree  was  condemned  to  the  ax. 

Chfnridea  rhexin  on  Oeranwms. — The  handsome  larva  of  this  handsome  moth 
usually  shows  a  preference  for  feeding  in  concealment,  and  until  this  year  I  had 
only  reared  it  from  the  fruit  of  Physaiis  viscosa,  the  inflated  calyx  of  wliich  af- 
forded it  the  requisite  protection.  This  summer  accounts  were  brought  to  me  by 
several  neighbors  of  certain  "red  worms"  that  were  eating  the  blossoms  of  their 
geraniums.     I  presently  obtained  some  and  wa^  much  interested  in  observing  the 
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oolomtiotial  adaptation  to  the  part  of  the  plant  on  which  they  preferred  to  feed. 
Indeed,  so  brilliant  were  their  colors  that  I  railed  to  reco^ize  them  and  took  a  de- 
scription and  preserved  specimens  in  alcohol  (which  have  lost  their  color,  however, 
to  a  great  extent),  under  the  impression  that  I  had  something  new.  When  the  moths 
emerged  about  three  weeks  later  I  was  surprised  to  recognize  in  them  a  species  with 
which  I  had  long  been  familiar.  The  only  remedy  employed  was  to  picK  them  by 
hand  from  the  infested  flower  trussefl,  and  the  eye  required  some  practice  before 
th^  were  readily  distinguinhed. 

The  Seventeen-year  Cicada, — Passing  across  northern  Illinois  from  Chicago,  west- 
ward, about  the  middle  of  August,  the  work  of  the  Cicadas  on  the  forest  trees  and 
orchards  of  tliat  section  of  the  State  was  so  conspicuous  as  to  occasion  much  re- 
mark from  travelers.  Many  small  trees,  both  oak  and  apple,  were  killed  outrirfit, 
and  entire  groves  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  severely  scorched  by  fire.  The 
insects  seemed  to  be  more  numerous^  Indging  by  their  effects,  than  they  were 
in  1871,  when  I  remember  making  similar  observations  at  the  same  time  of  that 
year. 

SPECIAL  STUDIES. 

{Aspidioims  uvoe,  Comstock.) 

Elarly  in  the  spring  a  vine  of  Concord  grape,  standing  in  the  middle  of  a  row,  was 
observed  to  be  thickly  covered  with  the  pale,  brown,  and  dingy  white  scales  of  a 
coccid,  hitherto  unknown  in  the  vineyards  of  this  n-gion.  Examination  and  com- 
parison with  descriptions  convinced  me  that  it  was  tlie  species  above  named,  first 
partially  characterized  by  Professor  Comstock  in  the  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  1880.  Specimens  were  sent  to  Dr.  Riley,  who  concm*red  m  the  deter- 
mination. 

The  infested  vine  was  found  to  have  made  a  much  less  vigorous  growth  than  Its 
neighbors  during  the  previous  year,  and  the  old  wood  was  so  thickly  incrusted  with 
the  scales  as  to  have  the  appearance  of  being  whitewashed.  Several  of  the  stems 
most  severely  attacked  were  killed  outright.  What  was  more  singular  was  the  fact 
that  none  of  the  adjacent  vines — ^the  nearest  on  each  side  not  more  than  12  feet  dis- 
tant— showed  a  single  scale.  This  could  only  be  accounted  for  on  the  hypothesis 
that  the  insect  had  r)een  transported  from  some  perhaps  quite  distant  vineyard  by 
a  bdrd  which  had  here  first  alighted  and  obtainea  a  riddance  of  its  small  company. 
From  the  appearance  of  the  scale  it  seemed  probable  that  the  insect  had  been  cfe- 
veloping  and  multiplying  on  this  individual  vine  for  several  years,  and  it  was  re- 
roarKabfe  that  birds  or  some  larger  insects  should  not  have  conveyed  it  to  some  of 
the  other  vines. 

Naturally  it  seems  to  spread  very  slowly,  the  newer  broods  fixing  themselves  jti«t 
beyond  the  borders  of  those  of  the  previous  year,  never  advancing  beyond  wood  of 
less  than  two  yeai*s'  growth  and  seemingly  very  partial  to  the  shelter  afforded  by 
the  loosened  shreds  of  bark.  Here,  with  their  myriad  slender  beaks  buried  in  the 
sap  woofl,  they  slowly  but  surely  exhaust  the  vitality  of  the  vine,  as  indicated  by 
the  dig^iinished  size  and  paler  color  of  the  foliage,  inequality  in  the  size  and  irregu- 
larity m  the  ripening  of  the  fruit,  and  general  untnrif tiness.  Upon  lifting  the  scales 
about  the  middle  of  April  from  thirty  to  forty  (as  nearly  as  they  could  be  counted) 
oval,  pale-yellow  eggs  could  be  seen.  From  these  the  young  Uce  began  hatching  on 
the  ISfth  of  May,  and  could  be  discerned  slowly  crawling  about  among  the  old  scales 
and  spreading  over  the  imoccupied  spaces.  They  are  barely  visible  to  the  unaided 
eye,  oeing  scarcely  one-tenth  millimeter  in  length.  Under  a  strong  lens  they  are 
seen  to  be  of  elongate  form  and  pale  orange  color,  with  darker  head;  beak  not  dis- 
tin^iishable.  It  was  impossible  to  ascertain  precisely  the  length  of  the  time  during 
which  they  were  active,  as  they  continued  to  emerge  for  some  time,  and  it  required 
more  continuous  observation  than  I  was  able  to  give  at  that  time  to  settle  the  point. 
New  scales  were  formed  during  the  month  of  Jime,  and  early  in  July  a  few  winged 
males  appeared  in  a  jar  in  which  I  had  a  few  days  previously  placed  some  fresh 
sections  of  the  infested!  stems.  In  this  sex  the  body  is  ovate,  of  a  dull  orange  color, 
with  a  darker  dorsal  thoracic  band;  wings  hyaline,  and  stylet  very  long. 

Professor  Comstock  describes  the  male  scale  as  darker  than  that  of  the  female  and 
elongate,  but  unless  ray  observations  were  at  faidt  the  pupce  were  only  covered  by 
a  circular  white  scale,  similar  to  that  covering  the  exuvisB  of  the  female.  I  was 
not  able  to  see  any  male  in  the  act  of  emergence,  so  I  will  not  be  positive  on  this 
point.  In  the  rearing  jar  even  this  sex  was  very  i^uggidh  and  out  of  doors  they 
entirely  eluded  my  observations. 
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The  subsequent  development  of  this  species  has. been  very  slow.  Most  of  the 
females  are  but  half  grown,  and  the  largest  still  retain  their  se^nentation.  I  even 
found  a  few  active  individuals  as  late  as  the  20th  of  October,  By  carefully  raising 
the  bodies  of  some  of  the  females — which  are  of  a  disk-like  form  and  pale  yellow 
color — the  long  and  extremely  tenuous  beak  can  be  i)artially  or  entirely  extracted 
and  a  minute  globule  of  sap  will  ooze  up  from  the  puncture.  The  i)Owers  of  my 
microscope  are  not  equal  to  the  clear  resolution  of  the  groups  of  spinnerets  or  the 
conformation  of  the  marginal  plates  and  fringes,  but  I  nave  no  doubt  they  are  cor- 
rectly delineated  in  the  cuts  accompanying  Professor  Comstock's  description.  W  hile 
tills  bark  louse  shows  itself  very  mjurious  to  the  vine  on  which  it  has  become  es- 
tablished, it  has  not,  so  far  as  one  may  ju^Pb  by  the  observation  of  a  single  season, 
very  great  powers  of  spreading  from  vine  to  vine.  It  is  also  comparatively  easy  to 
eradicate  it  by  carefully  burning  the  prunings  and  by  washing  the  remaining  stems 
in  strong  soap-suds  to  which  has  been  added  1  tablespoonful  of  kerosene  to  a  gallon 
of  the  suds.  Wishing  to  learn  more  of  the  habits  of  the  species  I  would  not  suffer 
all  of  the  stems  to  be  sponged,  but  all  that  were  treated  to  the  soap  and  kerosene 
mixture  remained  free  from  the  scale  throughout  the  season.  Simultaneously  with 
the  hatching  of  the  young  coccids  appeared- a  very  active,  though  tiny,  mite,  which 
preyed  upon  them  voraciously,  and  no  doubt  reduced  their  numbers  at  least  one*half . 
I  did  not  secure  any  Chalcid  parasites,  but  from  the  appearance  of  some  of  the  scales 
I  have  no  doubt  they  were  present,  more  especially  as  I  bred  this  season  a  number 
of  specimens  of  Aphelinus  from  the  closely  allied  Kose  scale.  The  beetles  and  larvas 
of  the  Twice-staboed  Lady-bird  {ChUocorus  hivulnerus,  Leach)  were  numerous  on 
the  vine  and  tmdoubtedly  did  effective  work  in  clearing  off  the  coccids. 

THB  CABBAGE  CUROUUO. 

{Ceutorhynchus  napi.) 

During  the  latter  part  of  April  Mr.  Henry  Sclmell,  of  the  Glasgow,  Mo., small 
fruits  and  vegetable  farms,  wrote  me  concerning  an  insect  that  was  proving  very 
destructive  to  cabbage  plants  in  his  hot-beds.  Specimens  of  the  affected  plants  were 
inclosed,  which  were  found  to  be  punctured  ana  fretted  in  the  crown  and  along  the 
principal  veins,' a  large  proportion  of  the  plants  being  killed  by  these  attacks. 

A  few  daj^s  later  I  i-eceived  from  Mr,  Schnell  several  sp>ecimens  of  a  small,  dark 
gray  curcuho,  with  the  information  that  it  was  **  the  same  insect  tliat  had  destroyed 
a  considerable  number  of  his  plants  in  the  field,  later  in  the  season  of  the  previous 
year."  A  package  of  young  cabbage  plants  was  also  inclosed,  almost  every  one  of 
which  was  found  to  be  punctured  in  the  center  or  at  the  side  of  the  crown,  and  con- 
tained a  small  white  grub,  which  was  boring  downward  into  the  root,  its  soft  cast- 
ings filling  tlie  tunnel  in  its  rear  and  being  often  forced  out  through  the  entering 
fissure.  Mr.  Schnell  wrote:  **  They  have  already  ruined  over  one-half  of  40,000 
plants  in  my  hot-beds,  and  I  should' like  to  be  prepared  to  check  their  depredations 
another  year.  How  would  a  good  salt  dressing  do  for  the  beds,  after  taking  out 
the  plants,  to  kill  the  larvae  tliat  might  be  in  the  groimd  ?  " 

In  answer  to  the  query  I  advised  a  thorough  drenching  with  hot  water  instead  of 
the  salt  application,  which  might  prevent  the  growth  of  other  plants,  for  which  the 
beds  would  be  needed  after  the  caobage  was  removed.  Many  of  Mr.  SchnelVs  first 
settings  of  plants  in  the  field  also  wilted  and  died,  as  it  was  impossible  alwavs  to 
select  such  as  had  not  been  stimg.  However,  by  destroying  as  far  as  possible  all 
that  si  lowed  signs  of  injury,  and  by  thoroughly  scalding  the  hot-beds,  as  he  informed 
me  later,  he  so  reduced  the  numbers  of  the  pest  as  to  escape  serious  loss  in  his  later 
plantings,  and  by  the  1st  of  June  both  beetles  and  larvss  had  completely  disap- 
peared. 

The  experience  of  my  coiTespondent  with  this  insect  would  seem  to  be  unique, 
as  it  has  not  heretofore,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  committed  any  depredations  to  entitle 
it  to  a  place  in  American  works  on  economic  entomology.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  instance  was,  sg  to  speak,  a  **  sporadic"  development  and  not  a  **  first  appear- 
ance "  of  what  is  destined  to  become  a  general  pest. 

Although  unnamed  in  mjr  collection  until  kindly  determined  for  me  last  spring 
by  Professor  Riley,  the  species  was  not  entirely  imknown  to  me,  as  I  had  bred  it 
several  years  l^efore  from  larvae  Iwring  the  stalks  of  the  wild  Pepper  grass  (Lefn- 
dium  virginienm)  early  in  the  spring.  The  original  descriptions  or  tliis  species  not 
being  ac<  essible  to  me,  I  transcribe  the  followuig  characterizations  from  my  note- 
book : 

FiCig  one-half  millimeter  in  length,  of  oval  form,  almost  transparent,  very  frail, 
deposited  in  a  cavity  drilled  by  the  rostrum  of  the  parent  beetle. 

ijirva^  when  full-^own,  fr^ni  4  toji  miUimetors  in  longtli  and  abotit  1^  millimeters 
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in  diameter,  nearljr  cylindrical,  tapering  abruptly  at  either  end.  Incisions  shallow, 
surface  faintly  wrinkled,  with  fine  transverse  and  oblique  impressed  lines,  with  a 
slightly  elevated,  fleshy  lateral  ridge,  ventral  surface  also  ridged  and  papillated. 
Head  about  half  the  diameter  of  thoracic  segments,  nearly  circular,  bright  golden 
brown  with  dark  brown  trophi.  Feeds  and  rests  in  an  extended  or  very  slightly 
curved  position* 

Pupa  not  observed,  inclosed  In  compact,  nearly  spherical  earthen  cell  just  beneath 
surface  of  the  ground. 

Beetle  broad  oval,  from  2^  to  8  millimeters  in  length  and  9  millimeters  in  diam- 
eter. Rostrum  one-half  the  length  of  the  body,  stout,  cylindrical,  fahitly  grooved; 
antennae  elbowed,  slender,  but  broadly  clavate ;  eyes  small,  oblong,  situated  low 
down  at  the  base  of  the  rostrum.  Tnorax  conical,  cylindrical,  the  anterior  edge 
projecting  in  a  circular  vein  around  the  head.  Elyliu  somewhat  shouldered,  fold- 
m^  down  so  closely  over  the  body  that  the  median  line  is  scarcely  visible.  Thighs 
thickened  on  all  the  legs.  Color,  to  casual  observation,  varying  from  silvery  to  dark 
grajr.  The  integument  is  really  dull  black,  but  it  is  covered  with  a  short,  coarse, 
whitish  pubescence,  finest  and  densest  on  lateral  and  ventral  surfaces,  giving  to  them 
a  somewnat  lighter  tint.  The  elytra  are  beautifully  striated  by  the  arrangemeni  of 
thepubescence  in  fine  longitudinal  lines. 

The  beetles  from  the  spring  brood  of  larvae  emerged  about  the  middle  of  June. 
I  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  a  second  brood.  Should 
there  be,  the  larval  habits  would  necessarily  be  somewhat  different. 

A  NEW  APPLK-TWia  BORER. 

(Elaphidion  ooellata,  Hald.) 

Early  in  September  of  last  year  (1887)  A  correspondent,  who  Is  a  large  orchardist 
in  soumern  Missouri,  sent  me  a  lot  of  apple  twigs  Containing  the  larvae  of  a  longi- 
com  borer,  which  he  informed  me  was  proving  very  destructive  to  the  recent  growth 
of  his  young  apple  trees.  My  first  impression  was  that  the  insect  was  Elaphidion 
vUlosum  or  parellelumt  if  there  is  reaUy  any  difference  between  these  two.  A  criti- 
cal examination,  however,  revealed  characters  clearly  distinguishing  it  from  these 
species.  The  larvae  varied  in  length  from'  12  to  16  millimeters,  those  most  nearly 
mature  being  3  millimeters  in  diameter  across  thoracic  segments.  The  seqgments 
were  narrow,  somewhat  angulated,  much  wrinkled,  with  papillate  elevations  on 
dorsum  and  venter  bearing  interrupted  corneous  ridges;  mcisions  very  deep. 
Color,  bright  golden  yellow.  Head  rather  small,  dark  brown,  and  much  like  that 
of  E,  villosum.  The  most  characteristic  feature  is  the  shield-shaped  corneous  plate, 
resembling  that  of  tlie  larvae  of  Ondderes  cingulatuSy  arising  obliquely  from  the 
head  and  covering  the  entire  dorsum  of  the  first  thoracic  segment.  The  apex  cf 
this  plate  is  roughened  with  dark  brown  stippling,  presenting  the  appearance,  to  the 
eye  but  not  to  tne  touch  of  a  small  spongy  pad.  The  stigmata  are  inconspicuous. 
Legs  and  prolegs  entirely  undevelopea. 

These  larvae,  having  completely  hollowed  out  the  twigs  in  which  they  were  work- 
ing when  received,  were  successfully  transferred  to  fresh  ones,  into  which  they  at 
once  entered  and  began  to  bore  hungrily.  They  devour  not  only  the  pith  but  the 
woody  fiber,  electing  the  granulated  frass  through  pin-like  holes  cut  through  the 
bark  at  irregular  intervals. 

When  winter  set  in,  fearing  that  these  larvae  might  not  be  able  to  complete  their 
transformations  in  the  dry  air  of  the  house,  I  put  the  twi^  containing  them  in  a 
wire-cloth  box  and  fastened  it  near  the  grouna  to  a  shrub  in  the  garden. 

Early  in  April  I  examined  into  their  condition  and  found  them  healthy  and  im- 
chan^ed.  Not  considering  it  probable  that  thejr  would  transform  very  early,  if  at 
all  this  season,  I  did  not  pay  any  further  attention  to  them  for  three  or  four  weeks, 
and  was  much  surprised,  on  Mav  8,  to  find  tliat  aU  the  beetles,  three  in  number, 
were  perfected,  the  pupal  period  being  apparently  very  short. 

The  species  proved  to  be,  as  I  had  anticipated,  one  not  previoush*  reported  as  in- 
jurious, and  was  kindly  determined  for  me  by  Professor  Riley  as  the  one  named  at 
the  head  of  these  notes.         ^ 

The  beetle  is  of  slender  form,  somewhat  smaUer  than  E.  vUlomini,  with  bluish- 
black,  densely  punctate  elytra,  which  are  slightlv  but  gradually  constricted  in  the 
middle  and  notched  at  the  tips.  Thorax  dull  red,  with  a  conspicuous  black  spot  on 
each  side  of  the  median  line.  Head  black,  antennae  nearly  equaling  the  length  of 
the  body,  and  under  legs  pale,  recldish  brown. 

In  July  of  the  present  year  I  received  from  Mr.  Elliott  a  second  consignment  of 
twigs  containing  this  borer  in  various  stages  of  growth,  with  the  information  that 
it  was  more  abundant  than  last  yeeur,  notwithstanding  bis  oare  at  the  time  to  oat 
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and  bum  all  twigs  observed  to  be  infested.  As  hi«  orchards  are  very  extetttive  it  is 
not  surprising  that  a  sufficient  number  of  beetles  escaped  last  autumn  to  more  than 
keep  up  the  succession. 

I  liave  »ot  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  any  account  of  the  habits  of  this  species 
accompanied  tlie  original  descriptions,  but  as  the  orchards  from  which  it  was  re- 
ported to  me  are  located  in  the  Ozark  Mountains,  so  called^  it  probably  migrated 
from  some  tree  or  shrub  indigenous  to  the  forests  of  that  region.  It  is  undoubtedly 
annual  br(x>ded  and  there  is  occasion  to  fear  that  it  will  become  a  more  pernicious 
pest  than  its  congeners,  E.  villosum  or  Oncideres  cingulattts.  The  only  remedy 
seems  to  be  persistent  jaruning  of  the  twigs  betraying  its  presence.  It  is  possible  that 
spraying  the  foliage  with  Pans  green  during  the  month  of  May  would  tend  to  keep 
the  beetle  from  the  trees,  but  the  experiment  has  not  yet  been  madb. 

NOTES  ON  REMEDIES. 

Qotton  Bands  for  Canker-tcorms, — Having  found  the  sticky  bandages — tar,  mo- 
lasses, etc. — for  the  female  Canker-worm  moth  rather  troublesome  by  reason  ot  the 
necessity  for  frequent  renewal,  I  resolved  last  spring  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
loose  cotton  bands  for  the  same  purpose.  I  accordingly  procured  three  or  four 
**  batts"  of  the  cheapest  quality  of  cotton  wool.  These  were  opened  as  carefully  as 
possible  and  divided  into  strips  about  4  inches  wide  and  long  enough  to  encircle  the 
trees,  which  varied  from  2  to  8  feet,  in  cireumference.  The  cotton  was  first  tem- 
porarily fastened  by  a  couple  of  tacks,  or  by  the  double  tacks  used  in  putting  down 
India  matting.  Afterwards,  to  make  the  bandages  more  secure,  a  cord  string  was 
tied  around  it  in  the  middle. "  Three  batts  of  the  cotton,  costing  36  cents,  were 
found  sufficient  to  furnish  a  girdle  for  forty  trees.  Notwithstanding  that  these 
bandages  were  applied  rather  late — March  17 — a  large  number  of  the  female  moths 
were  trapped.  Most  of  these  would  be  dead  when  examined,  having  exhausted 
themselves  in  vain  efforts  to  free  their  legs  from  the  entangling  fibers.  Numerous 
clusters  of  eggs  would  also  be  found.  The  trees  were  examined  every  two  or  three 
days  and  eggs  and  living  moths  crushed.    The  cotton  proved  such  an  effective  bar- 


rier that  I  do  not  think  a  single  female  succeeded  in  passing  it,  the  very  few  worms 
that  appeared  later  on  the  K>liage  being  in  all  probabilitv  the  progeny  of  moths 
that  had  ascended  the  tree  previous  to  the  application  of  tne  bands.  Several  wind 
and  rain  storms  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  March  and  early  in  April^  with- 
out greatly  impairing  the  necessary  fiufliness  of  the  cotton.  All  things  considered, 
I  think  this  the  cheapest  and  best  of  the  Canker-worm  moth-traps.  To  be  perfectly 
effective,  the  cotton  should  be  attached  as  early  as  the  Ist  of  March,  or  even  in 
February,  if  the  season  is  an  early  one. 

Bran  or  MUl- feed  for  Cabbaae-icorms.— An  ojcquoiniBSice  who  is  very  succesf ul  in 
powing  vegetables  claims  to  have  found  in  the  products  above-named  a  remedy 
for  Pieris  rapce.  He  dusts  his  plants  thickly  wlme  the  dew  is  on  with  one  or  the 
other  of  these  innocuous  substances  and  in  this  way  preserved  hLs  cabbages  from  de- 
struction. He  considers  the  action  of  this  remedy  merely  mechanical,  preventing 
the  larvae  from  obtaining  a  foothold,  so  to  speak,  and  says  that  he  has  repeatedly 
observed  them  drop  off  when  attempting  to  crawl  over  the  thickly -dusted  leaves. 

Arsenical  Solutions. — My  experience  with  alkaline  solutions  of  arsenic  was  not 
durinflf  the  past  summer  entirely  satisfactory.  As  aqua  ammonia  in  small  quan- 
tities IS  known  to  be  a  valuable  stimulant  to  plant  growth  I  conceived  the  idea  of 
using  this  fluid  as  a  solvent  of  the  arsenic  instead  of  concentrated  lye,  which  had 
been  recommended  by  some  experimenters.  I  accordingly  prepared  a  solution  of  1 
ounce  of  white  arsemc  in  1  quart  of  ammonia,  and  of  this  I  used  one  table-spoonful 
to  a  gallon  of  water.  Tried  upon  Canker-worms  it  was  effective,  but  so  scorched 
the  tender  foliage  of  the  tree  on  which  it  was  sprayed  as  to  do  about  as  much  injury 
as  the  worms  would  have  done.  Half  the  quantity  of  the  poison  in  the  water  did 
not  suffice  to  kill  the  worms.  For  the  rose-slug  and  leaf -feeding  beetles,  Colaspis 
prelexta  and  its  allies,  it  seemed  a  good  remedy  but  its  effects  on  the  foliage  were 
not  what  I  had  anticipated.  The  same  remedy  was  tried  on  Aphis  on  Chrysan- 
themum, but  was  more  injurious  to  the  plants  than  ttie  insects. 

As  arsenic  is  soluble  to  a  certain  extent  in  boiling  water  I  think  the  use  in  ttiis 
way  is  preferable  to  any  of  the  alkaline  solutions.  I  do  not  claim,  however,  that 
my  experiments  this  season  were  conclusive,  and  propK>se  to  repeat  thera  another 
year  on  a  greater  variety  of  insects. 

California  Buhaeh,— This  has  been  considered  our  best  preparation  of  Pyrethrum 
powder,  but  as  furnished  to  and  by  our  local  dealers  it  has  this  season  proved  very 
ai8app<J^inting.  The  active  principle  is  so  volatile  that  when  the  powder  is  kept  in 
bulk,  and  opened  for  the  supply  of  every  piurchaser,  for  whom  it  is  put  up  in  paper 
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packages,  the  upper  layers  of  the  box  or  barrel  are  almost  worthless  and  entirely 
too  expensive  at  BO  or  75  cents  per  pound.  If  this  product  is  to  retain  its  popularity 
and  value  as  an  insecticide  it  must  be  furnished  from  the  manufactory  in  air-tight 
packages  in  which  it  will  not  so  speedily  deteriorate. 


llEf  O&T  OH  HEBSASKA  IltSECTS. 

By  Lawrence  Bruner. 

Lincoln,  Nebr.,  Septeviber  19,  T888. 

Sir:  Aside  from  a  very  limited  number  of  species  such  as  are  always  more  or  less 
injmrious,  the  insect  depredations  in  the  State  of  Nebraska  have  been  unusually  few 
and  li^ht  during  the  present  year.  Among  these  latter  I  will  notice  in  brief  the 
follow mg  as  having  attracted  my  attention  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence: 

Plum  weevils  (Uonotrtichelus  nenuphar  and  Coccotorm  scutellaris),  the  Codling 
Moth  {CarpocapsapomoneOa),  Cabbs^  butterflies  (Pieris  protodice  and  P.  rapoe), 
the  Armv-worm  (JUucania  uniptincta),  the  Large  Willow  Saw-fly  (Ciwbex  amer- 
foana),  the  Box-elder  Aphid  (Cnadtophorug  nequndinis),  the  Maple-tree  Caterpillar 
iAni8ota  rubicunda)ythe  Corn-root  Worm  {Didhrotica  longicomis),  and  tlje Striped 
Cottonwood-beetle  {Plagiodera  scripta), 

PLUM  weevils. 

On  account  of  late  frosts  over  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  many  of  the  young 
plums  were  destroyed,  and  hence  the  remaining  few  suffered  greatly  from  the  at- 
tacks of  Plum  weevils.  Of  these  both  the  '*  little  Turk"  (Conotrachelus  nenuphar) 
and  the  "Plum  Qoxi^ev''  (Coccoforus  sciiteUaris)  were  very  conspicuous  in  their 
work.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  West  Point,  the  locality  where  I  studied  these 
two  insects  during  the  year,  unfortimately  late  frosts  So  nearly  destroyed  the  entire 
crop  of  plums,  tame  as  well  as  wild,  that  but  little  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  ex- 

Serimenting  with  arsenical  sprays  as  remedies  against  their  depredations.    The 
ttle  that  I  was  enabled  to  do  with  these  insects  was  communicated  to  you  at  the 
time  of  investigation,  henc(*  will  not  now  be  repeated. 

In  connection  with  the  Plum  weeviLs,  I  wish  here  again  to  call  jour  attention  to 
an  insect  that  inf wts  the  fruit  of  the  Band  Cherry  ( Jminv^  pumtlus)  in  a  similar 
manner  as  does  the  Plum  Gouger  the  fruit  of  the  various  plums.  Specimens  of  it 
that  I  sent  on  to  Washington  were  determined  as  Coccotorus  Bcutellaris  at  the  ^me. 
Is  there  not  a  specific  difference  between  the  two  insects  ?  My  impreasian  iB  that 
the  two  are  distmct,  as  the  two  forms  are  very  constant. 

CODLING  MOTH.  » 

Wormy  apples  are  more  abundant  than  ever  in  Nebraska  this  year — if  such  a 
thing  be  possible — a  fact  to  be  greatly  deplore<l.  But  now  that  sprarmg  with  poisons 
has  been  resorted  to  in  many  localities,  it  has  proved  a  successful  method  of  pre- 
venting, if  not  destroying  the  insects  in  their  earliest  stages,  we  can  look  for  relief. 
If,  however,  as  I  still  imagine  the  case  to  be,  this  insect  also  infests  the  thorn  apples 
and  rase-buds  in  this  region,  there  will  still  be  trouble  from  the  pest  from  year  to 
vear.  Whether  or  not  the  latter  plants  are  attacked  by  this  moth,  I  expect  to  de- 
termine this  fall. 

Mr.  R.  N.  Day,  of  Tekamah,  Nebr.,  tells  me  that  trees  in  his  orchard  that  were 
treated  with  a  spraying  of  Paris  green  are  free  from  the  wormy  fruit,  while  those 
not  so  treated  are  infested  as  usual.  He  sprayetl  his  trees  just  as  the  blossoms  be- 
gan to  drop  and  the  fruit  to  form. 

CABBAGE  BUTTERFLIES. 

While  we  have  not  been  troubled  here  in  Nebraska  to  as  great  an  extent  this  year 
as  last  by  the  larvae  of  the  Southern  and  introduced  (vabbage  butterflies,  we  have 
had  to  contend  with  them  as  usual  in  most  localities.  I  have  noticed  in  particular 
the  almost  entire  al)f»ence  of  the  P.  rapm  during  the  spring  and  summer  months  of 
the  present  year.  In  conversing  with  several  persons  who  pay  some  attention  to  the 
collecting  of  Lepidoptera  here  in  the  State,  they  also  spoke  of  similar  ol)sei'vations  in 
connection  with  this  butterfly.    Within  the  last  two  weeks  the  flies  have  become  a 
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little  more  common.     I  can  only  account  for  their  scarcity  on  the  theory  of  disease 
and  the  work  of  parasites,  which  both  are  doing  their  work  recently. 

ABMY   WORM. 

During  a  recent  visit  to  the  northwestern  portions  of  this  State  and  adjoining 
portions  of  I^kota  and  Wyoming,  several  cases  of  injury  by  the  ** Army- worm" 
{Leucania  unipuncta)  wore  brought  to  my  notice.  Concerning  these  I  wrote  you 
in  my  last  report  for  that  trip  a  snort  time  ago. 

WILLOW  SAW-FLY. 

Unless  some  disease  or  hisect  enemy  soon  appears  in  sufficient  strength  to  diminish 
the  large  Willow  Saw-fly  {Cirtibex  americana)  it  will  completely  destroy  our  hedges 
of  white  willow  that  grow  upon  the  more  elevated  prairies.  The  enemy  must  nec- 
essarily be  '*  natural  '^for  the  farmers  will  not  look  to  the  matter  themselves.  This 
year  again  the  large  slug-like  larvae  of  this  insect  appeared  in  even  greater  numbers 
than  on  previous  occasions,  and  over  much  more  extended  areas.  In  some  instances 
the-  Wild  Willows  also  suffered  when  growing  isolated  and  upon  rather  high  ground. 
Several  farmers  followed  my  instructions  and  cleared  away  the  debris  along  their 
hedges  last  fall,  and  burned  it ,  and  in  that  way  destroyed  the  pupae.  Where  theso 
were  isolated  from  other  infested  hedges  the  remedy  was  quite  apparent,  but  where 
other  pupas  were  close  at  hand  the  work  done  maae  no  perceptible  diminution  in 
the  number  of  larvas  present. 

COTTONWOOD  LEJlF-BSBTLE. 

The  **  Cottonwood  Leaf -beetle"  {Plagiodera  acripia)  was  again  present  in  injur- 
ious niunbers  in  some  localities  this  summer.  The  damage  caused  by  it  was  much 
less  noticeable  than  diu*ing  previous  years  owing  to  the  greater  rain-fall  and  conse- 
quent more  luxuriant  growth  of  the  tree  infested.  In  our  frontier  counties  where 
*'  tree  claims"  form  a  lar^  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  and  the  timber  growth 
is  limited  and  small,  this  insect  lias  been  more  or  less  destructive  to  the  young  trees 
planted.  In  some  instances  an  entire  replacement  of  trees  twice  over  was  neces- 
sitated. 

BOX-ELDBR  PLANT-LOUSE. 

During  early  June  and  up  to  the  20tli  of  the  month  the  Box-elder  trees  growing 
along  the  streets  and  in  otlier  localities,  over  a  considerable  portion  of  eastern  Ne- 
braska, were  much  infested  with  larg^  numbers  of  Chaitopnorus  Tiegundinia,  In 
some  instances  tlie  trees  were  so  completely  covered  by  tliem  as  to  almost  entirely 
occupy  the  green  portions.  A  little  later,  the  natural  enemies  succeeded  in  gaining 
mastery  over  them,  so  that  now  (September  15)  but  few  remain  and  the  trees  have 
J  regained  their  usual  healthy  appearance.  Tliis  louse  is  preyed  upon  by  the  same 
enemies  tliat  usually  attack  above-ground-feeding  Aphids.  They  are  Coccinellids, 
Lace-wings,  and  Syrphids. 

MAPLE-TRBE  CATERPILLARS. 

The  soft  maples  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  were  attacked  by  myriads  of  thelarvas  of  Ani- 
8ota  rubicunda  during  the  month  of  August.  At  present  there  are  many  trees 
that  are  completely  stripped  of  all  semblance  of  leaves— the  mid-ribs  alone  remain- 
ing— in  some  cases.  Ek>x-elders  also  have  been  attacked  to  a  very  limited  degree 
by  the  same  insect.  In  connection  with  the  distribution  of  these  larvae  over  the 
city,  I  noticed  that  the  outside  electric  lights  appear  to  act  as  a  prime  factor. 
On  the  capitol  grounds,  comprising  four  blocks,  where  there  are  two  strong  arc 
lights,  one  at  each  end,  but  few  worms  occur.  Beyond,  about  a  block  in  a  circular 
form,  the  trees  are  stripped  for  a  radius  of  about  two  blocks  more,  and  still  further 
beyond  the  numbers  diminish  as  the  distance  increases.  In  the  country  beyond  the 
worms  are  met  with  only  oc<;asionally.  The  side  away  from  the  light  of  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city  is  most  infested. 

Feeding  in  company  with  the  above  there  are  quite  a  number  of  other  larvae  of 
different  species,  but  chiefly  Acronyctas  and  Qeometrids.  The  cotton  wood  and  ash 
trees  also  have  their  quota  of  caterpillar  enemies  here  in  the  city  this  year,  but  in 
much  fewer  numbers  than  those  feeding  on  the  maples.  All  of  them  appear  to 
have  been  drawn  to  the  city  from  the  sorounding  country  by  the  electric  lignte. 
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COKN-ROOT  WORM, 

The  larva  of  Diabrotiea  longicomis  ha^  been  present  as  a  pest  in  several  of  the 
counties  of  eastern  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa  during  the  summer.  E^rlj  in  Au- 
gust its  presence  was  observed  at  different  localities,  and  specimens  forwarded  to 
you  at  Washington,  by  correspondents  other  than  myself — I  being  awa^r  from  home 
at  t^e  time,  and  the  insect  not  present  in  injurious  numbers  in  the  vicmity  of  West 
Point.  Some  few  instances  of  a  toted  destruction  of  an  acre  or  two  of  com  by  its 
ravages  are  the  extent  of  the  depredations  caused  by  this  insect. 

Taking  tiie  summer  as  a  whole,  when  compared  with  other  years,  insect  depreda- 
tions were  rather  light,  and  the  depredators  comparatively  few.  The  Chincn  Bug 
onlv  appeared  in  a  very  few  localities  in  sufficient  numbers  to  damage  small  grain, 
ana  later  in  the  season  were  prevented  by  the  copious  rains  from  injuring  the  com 
crop.  Cut-worms,  it  is  true,  trotibled  some  in  spring,  especially  upon  sandy  soil,  but 
not  more  than  ordinarily,  taking  the  State  over. 

Locusts  were  only  present  in  injurious  numbers  at  one  or  two  points,  and  these 
were  confined  to  the  **  native"  species.  In  the  city  of  Lincoln  and  adjoining,  the 
large  yellow  locust  {Mdanoplus  differentialis)  did  a  little  damage  to  flowers,  trees, 
shrubs,  and  garden  truck. 

Havine  reported  the  various  insect  injuries  that  came  to  my  notice  from  time  to 
time  as  tnev  occurred^  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  same  here.    Suffice 
it  to  state  that  we  do  not  apprehend  any  great  damage  next  year  from  any  particular 
species  that  affects  crops. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Lawrence  Bruner. 

Prof.  C.  V.  BnjEY, 

U,  8.  Entomologist^  Washington,  D.  C, 


EXPEEIMENTS  OH  THE  BOLL  WOEM  nrJUEnTG  TOMATOES. 

By  S.  M.  Tracy,  Temporary  Agent. 

LETTER  OF  SUBMITTAIi. 

AORICULTURAL  COLLEGE,  Mis^.,  September  18, 1888. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  an  attempt  made  under 
your  instructions  to  devise  some  practical  method  for  the  destruction  of  the  Tomato 
Worm  (Heliothis  armigera), 

S.  M.  Tracy. 

Prof.  C.  V.  Riley, 

United  States  Entomologist, 


On  May  21 1  was  informed  that  the  worms  had  made  their  appearance  in  .con- 
siderable numbers  at  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  and  I  at  once  proceeded  to  that  point 
to  commence  operations  in  testmg  the  efficiency  of  different  insecticides.  Mr.  N.  L. 
Fulgham  placed  at  my  disposal  a  large  fiel'd  of  plants  on  which  the  worms  were 
abundant. 

Tests  were  made  with  Paris  green,  London  purple,  i)eroxide  of  silicates,  pyre- 
thrum,  and  kerosene. 

All  excepting  the  kerosene  were  dusted  over  the  plants  at  the  rate  of  one  pound 
per  acre,  using  a  Woodason  bellows,  so  tliat  the  powder  could  be  made  to  reach  the 
under  side  of  the  leaves,  and  special  care  was  taken  that  the  unripe  fruit  should 
receive  a  fair  share  of  the  apphcation.  Paris  p^reen  and  London  purple  were  also 
applied  suspended  in  water,  at  the  rates  of  40,  50,  and  60  gallons  oX.  water  to  1 
pound  of  the  poison,  a  No.  3  Nixon  nozzle  being  attached  to  the  force-pump  used 
for  their  distnoution.  Two  forms  of  kerosene  emulsion  were  used,  one  being  the 
ordinary  form  made  by  churning  together  four  pounds  of  soap,one  gallon  of  water, 
and  two  gallons  of  kerosene ;  the  other  was  made  in  the  same  manner  excepting 
that  one-half  pint  of  spirits  of  turpentine  was  added  to  the  mixture  before  cnum- 
ing.  The  latter  mixture  gave  an  emulsion  with  much  less  labor,  and  one  which 
was  entirely  stable.  These  emulsions  were  each  diluted  with  twenty-five,  forty, 
fifty,  and  sixty  parts  of  water  to  one  of  the  emulsion.  The  emulsions  were  ail 
applied  with  a  force-pump  having  a  No.  3  Nixon  nozzle.    A  sufficient  amouot  of 
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the  emulsion  was  applied  to  thoroushlv  moisten  the  leaves.  Applications  of  all  the 
preparations  were  made  upon  two  blocks,  in  one  of  which  the  fruit  was  just  begin- 
ning to  ripen,  while  on  the  other  a  few  of  the  fruits  were  nearly  full  grown,  but 
the  majority  were  small.  In  all  cases  a  block  of  untreated  plants  was  left  on  eacJi 
side  of  the  treated  blocks,  so  that  the  effects  of  the  treatment  might  be  more  readii^ 
observed.  Each  block  contained  about  one  hundred  plants,  and  all  applicalioii 
were  made  m  duplicate  upon  widely  separated  blocks.  The  results  were  as  follows: 

Peroxide  of  Suicates.--i^o  effect. 

Paris  Green,  dry,  axjd  in  suspension  in  40  and  in  50  gallons  of  water  to  1  pound  o< 
poison,  appai-ently  killed  fully  one-half  the  young  worms,  but  a  large  number  es- 
caped.   The  mixture  in  60  ^fallons  of  water  accomplislied  but  little. 

London  Purple  in  suspension  produced  somewhat  more  marked  effects  than  did  the 
Paris  green,  but  was  l^  effective  when  applied  dry. 

Kerosene  Emulsions. — ^Theee  were  much  more  effective  than  were  any  others  •  f 
the  luylications  made.  When  the  emulsions  were  dilute*!  witli  twenty-live,  forty, 
and  nfty  parts  of  water,  nearly  every  worm  and  egg  on  the  treated  plants  was  de- 
stroyed ;  when  sijity  parts  of  water  were  used,  a  few,  perliaps  one-fourth,  escaped. 
When  twenty-five  parts  of  water  were  used  in  the  emulsion  without  turpentine  a 
few  of  the  very  young  leaves  were  injured,  but  the  damage  was  so  slight  as  to  be 
scarcely  appreciable.  For  several  (Jays  after  makiuj?  tlie  applications  the  weather 
was  cloudy,  so  that  applications  which  might  otlierwise  have  scalded  tlie  leaves  wer« 
harmless. 

Pyrethrum  produced  no  effect  except  to  kill  the  few  worms  with  which  it  came 
in  contact  very  soon  after  its  appl^ation. 

From  the  fact  that  the  worm  enters  the  fruit  very  soon  after  hatching  it  is  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  the  exact  proportion  which  was  kUled,  and  the  estimates  given 
above  were  based  on  the  numbers  of  young  worms  found  in  the  fruits  after  the  ap- 
plications had  been  made,  as  compared  with  the  numbers  found  in  adjoining  un- 
treated blocks. 

Trapping  the  moths  by  means  of  lights  placed  in  dishes  of  sweetened  water  was 
attempted,  but  with  the  usual  result  that  only  males  and  a  few  aged  females  were 
taken. 

About  Jime  1  the  worms  made  their  appearance  about  Starkville,  and  the  work 
was  continued  there.  This  was  practically  a  repetition  of  that  already  done  at 
Crystal  Springs,  and  the  results  were  so  nearly  the  same  that  the  details  need  not  be 
given. 

Fruit  was  taken  from  plants  which  had  been  sprayed  with  Paris  green  one  week 
after  spraying,  and  a  careful  chemical  analysis  ol  the  water  in  which  it  was  washed 
showed  no  trace  of  either  arsenic  or  copper. 

During  the  entire  time  the  worms  were  found  on  the  tomatoes  the  weather  was 
very  rainy,  and  so  made  the  work  unsatisfactory,  and  in  some  cases  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  say  whether  the  worms  had  been  killed  by  the  applications  or  were  washed 
off  by  tlie  rain.  As  a  result  of  the  work  as  a  whole,  I  feel  quite  sure  that  thorough 
applications  of  Paris  green  will  be  found  effective,  and  that  these  applicatioDs  will 
have  no  injurious  effect  upon  the  fruit.  From  kerosene  emulsions,  ailutcKi  to  one 
part  in  forty  and  used  thoroughly  and  persistently,  still  better  results  will  be  had, 
but  the  appUpations  must  be  niade  as  often  as  once  a  week.  The  first  apj^lication 
may  be  made  very  easily  and  quickly  just  before  the  plants  are  taken  from  the  cold- 
frame. 
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EXPLANATION  TO  PLATES  TO  REPORT  OF  ENTOMOLOGIST 

Where  figures  are  enlarged  the  natural  sizes  are  indicated  in  hair-lines  at  side,  un- 
less already  indicated  in  same  othm*  way  on  tike  plate. 


EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  I. 

THE  PLUM  CUROUUO. 
(Original.) 

Fio.  1.— Full-grown  larva— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  2.— Pupa,  ventral  view-greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  3.— Same,  dorsal  vi«w— greatly  enlarged, 

Fio.  4.— Adult,  from  side— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  6.— Adult,  dorsal  view— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  6.— Adulta  on  plum  twig  in  9priug,  eating— 
natiu*al  size. 

Fio.  7.— Cherries,  showing  work  of  larva— natural 
size. 

Fio.  8.— Young  plums,  showiog  crescent  mark 
made  in  oviposition,  and  also  irregular 
holes  made  by  the  aduit«  while  feed- 
ing—natural size. 


EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  II. 

THE  HOP  PLANT-LOUSE. 

(Original} 

Fio.  1.— Plum  twig,  showing  winter  eggs— natural 
size. 

Fio.  8.— First  generation  on  plum,  or  "stem- 
mother  **— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  2a.— Portion  of  head  and  base  of  antenna  of 
same— still  more  enlarged. 

Fio.  8.— Second  parthenogenetic  female  genera- 
tion—greatly enlarged. 

Fio.  3a.— Head  and  base  of  antennae  of  same- 
still  more  enlarged. 

Fio.  4.— Third  generation, "  winged  migrant,''  the 
•'  Pseudogyne  "— greaUy  enlarged. 

Fio.  4a.— The  same,  head  and  base  of  antennie— 
still  more  enlarged. 

Fio.  5.— The  same,  side  view— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  6.— The  same,  pupa— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  6a.— Head  and  base  of  antennso  of  pupa- 
still  more  enlarged. 


EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  IH. 

THE  HOP  PLANT-LOUSE. 
(Original.) 

Fio.  1.— Hop  leaf  with  lice  as  they  appear  natur- 
ally—natural size. 

Fio.  2.— Fourth  generation,  the  first  on  hop, 
shown  in  the  act  of  crawling— greatly 
enlarged. 

Fio.  2a.— Base  of  antennsd  of  same— still  more 
enlarged. 

Fio.  3.— Same,  with  antennee  thrown  back  as  in 
rest^greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  4.— Winged  return  migrant  or  pupifera,  with 
wings  expanded— greatly  enlarged. 


Fm.  4o.— Head  and  base  of  anteunsBof  same^- 

still  more  enlarged. 
Fio.  6.    Pupa  of  "return  migrant*'    greatly  eur 

iarged. 
Fio.  5a. --Head  and   base  of  aittonnie  of  sam»— 

still  more  enlarged. 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  IV. 

IHE  HOP  PLANT-LOUSE. 

(Original.) 

Fio.  1  ^*-Sixtli  generation,  normal  partbenogitnetio 
femald— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  la.— Head  and  base  of  antennsB  of  same- 
still  more  enlarged. 

Fio.  2.  -Winged  male,  with  wing*  expanded- 
greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  8.  -  Pupa  of  same— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  4.  -Gravid  sexual  female,  showing  egg« 
thmiigh  sUn— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  6.— Young  sexual  female— greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  6.— Shrunken  female  in  act  of  ovipositing, 
showing  winter  eggs  when  fresh  laid— 
greatly  enlarged. 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  V. 
SILK-CULTURE  APPARATUS. 
(Original.) 

Fio.  1.— Apparatus  for  washing  silk- worm  eggs— 
greatly  reduced. 

Fio.  2.— Apparatus  for  conditioning  cocoons— re- 
duced. 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  VI. 

SILK-CULTURE  APPARATUS. 

(Original,  except  Fig.  2.) 

Fio.  1.— Caliper  for  measuring  cocoons-^reduced. 

Fio.  2.— The  blanc  cocoon  volumeter— reduced 
(from  third  report  Lyons  Silk  Labora- 
tory). 

Fio.  8.— Electric  stop-method  for  testing  roel. 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  VII. 

(Engraved  from  photograph.) 
Apparatus  for  spraying  hop  yards. 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  VIII. 

(Engraved  from  photograph.) 
Tent  for  propagating  imported  parasites. 
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EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  IX. 

ENEMIES  OF  ICERYA. 
(OriginaL) 

FiQ.  l.—Entedon  eoquiUettii:  a,  antenniB;  b« 
mouth  ports;  c,  fore  leg;  d,  middle  leg; 
e,  hind  leg;  /,  wings;  9,  submATginal 
vein  of  foro  iring;  2,  abdomen— all 
greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  2.— .EurvwcfctaI«fopAon^greatly  enlarged. 

Fio.  Z.^Thor<m  opeutu :  a,  antenna;  b,  fore  leg; 
c,  middle  leg;  <f,  hind  leg;  e,  part  of 
fore  leg;  /,  abdomen;  g,  wings;  h^  hooks 
of  hind  wings— all  greatly  enlarged. 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  X. 
ENEMIES  OF  lOEBTA. 

Fio.  l.^Bncvrtus  du&iu«-«nlarged  (original). 

Fio.  2.— Pfetma  cin«rea— enlarged  (after  Riley). 

Fia.  9.—CoccophaguM  califomicus  —  enlarged 
(original^ 

Fio.  i.—FiezotUthus  oatifonUcui  —  enlarged 
(original). 

Fio.  5.—LyctocorU  camp«<H»— enlarged  (orig- 
inal). 

Fio.  6.—Eremocoris  tropicif   enlarged  (original). 

Fio.  7.— AustraliauLady-bird— enlarged(original). 

Fio.  S.—Rodolia  iccryc&— enlarged  (original). 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  XI. 


Fio.  1. 


-OhUocorua  ca4:ti :  a,  larva ;  6,  pupa ;  c, 
adult— enlarged  (after  Oomstock). 


Fio.  2.~Lestop7ionu8  icerya  —  enlarged  (orig- 
ioal). 

Fio.  Z.—Alaptus  icerycB—enlarged  (original). 

Fio.  4.— Hook  used  in  boiling  off  cocoomr  (orig- 
inal). 

EXPLANATION  TO  PLATE  XU. 

NATURAL   ENEMIES  OF  THE  PLUM   CUR- 
CULIO. 

(Figures  all  after  Riley.) 

Fio.  l.—Chrysopaplorabunda :  a,  eggs;  5,  larva; 
Cy  cocoon;  d,  adult— all  enlarged. 

Fio.  2.—ChaiUiognathiupennsylvanicu8:  a.larva, 
full-grown— natural  size;  b,  c,  d«  e,  /,  g^ 
Ji,  head  parts— enlarged;  i,  adult  bee- 
tle—natural size. 

Fio.  fi.—Harpalut  pennsylvanicxi* :  a,  anterior 
tarsus  and  part  of  tibia  showing  notch- 
enlarged;  by  beetle— slightly  enlarged. 

Fio.  4.—Barpalutsp.(pennsulvanicua  f):  Ay  larva 
—natural  size;  By  under  side  of  head 
showing  parts  at  c,  e,  /,  (^-enlargod;  hy 
iy  jy  under  side  of  different  joints  of 
body— natural  size. 

Fio.  5.—A8pidoglo98a  subangulator— enlarged. 

Fio.  a.—Therailochuacotftrachtli:  a,  female;  6, 
male;  c,  antenna— all  enlarged. 

Fia.T.—SigcUphus  curcuUonU :  o,  male;  6,  fe- 
male; Cy  antenna— all  enlarged. 

Fio.  S.—Sigalphtut  curciUionia :  a,  larva;  6,  silken 
cocoon;  c,  pupa— all  enlarged. 
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Plate  V. 


Fig.  1 .— Egg-washar 


Fig.  2.— Conditioning  Apparatus. 

Silk  Culture  Apparatus. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  ANIMAL 

INDUSTRY. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report,  which  con- 
tains a  statement  of  the  more  important  work  accomplished  by  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  during  the  year  1888.  For  many  inter- 
esting details  of  this  work  accomplished  during  the  year  I  must 
refer  you  to  the  Fourth  Annual  Keport  of  the  iBureau  of  Animal 
Industry. 

very  respectfully, 

D.  E.  Salmon, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman, 

Commissioner  of  AgricvUwre. 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  BUREAU. 

The  year  1888  has  been  one  of  great  activity  in  all  branches  of  the 
work  of  this  Bureau.  A  strict  quarantine  has  been  maintained  in 
all  the  districts  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia;  diseased  and  ex- 
posed animals  have  been  promptly  slaughtered,  and  contaminated 
premises  have  been  disinfected.  Investigations  have  been  made  of 
many  outbreaks  of  disease  among  all  the  species  of  domesticated  an- 
imals, and  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  scientific  study 
of  such  epizootic  diseases  as  hog  cholera,  swine  plague,  glanders, 
southern  cattle  fever,  tuberculosis,  and  various  maladies  caused  by 
animal  parasites.  In  addition  to  this  an  inquiry  has  been  commencea 
in  regard  to  the  number  and  value  of  thorough-bred  animals,  the 
characters  of  the  different  breeds  and  their  grades,  and  the  degree  in 
which  they  answer  the  market  requirements  of  the  present  day;  also 
in  regard  to  the  condition  and  means  of  improving  special  industries, 
sheep  husbandry  having  been  selected  for  first  consideration,  to  be 
followed  by  horse-breeding,  dairying,  hog-raising,  etc, 

PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 

The  chief  work  of  this  Bureau  for  the  year  has  been  lue  continued 
effort  to  secure  the  eradication  of  the  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia 
or  lung  plague  of  cattle.  Since  my  last  report  was  made  the  opera- 
tions have  been  extended  to  all  the  infectea  districts,  and  as  the  new 
territory  covered  embraces  those  sections  of  Long  Island  where  the 
disease  has  longest  existed,  where  large  numbers  of  cattle  are  kept, 
and  where,  consequently,  the  contagion  was  most  thoroughly  dis- 
seminated, the  work  done  and  the  expenditures  required  have  been 
correspondingly  heavy. 
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The  progress  made  during  the  year  has  been  very  encouraging. 
No  cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia  have  been  found  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains  since  the  date  of  my  last  report.  A  supervision 
of  the  infected  district  in  Cook  County,  111.,  was  maintained  until 
April  1,  1888,  and  as  no  further  cases  of  the  plague  developed,  all 
quarantine  restrictions  were  then  removed.  Investigations  have 
been  made  of  all  outbreaks  of  cattle  disease  in  the  Western  States 
which  were  reported  to  the  Department  with  any  of  the  characteris- 
tics of  lung  plague,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  in  no 
case  has  this  disease  been  found  in  that  section. 

Much  apprehension  was  expressed  a  year  ago  by  those  interested 
in  this  suDject  in  regard  to  the  danger  of  the  plague  spreading  from 
the  State  of  Pennsjavania.  The  Department  had  not  been  able  to 
reach  any  satisfactory  terms  of  co-bperation  with  the  State  authori- 
ties, and  exaggerated  rumors  of  the  existence  of  lung  plague  there 
were  almost  continually  in  circulation.  Repeated  efforts  were  made 
to  secure  co-operation,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  these 
were  finally  successful.  The  only  district  in  Pennsylvania  where 
there  was  good  reason  to  suspect  tne  existence  of  pleuro-pneumonia 
was  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  its  suburbs.  All  that  district 
embraced  within  a  radius  of  8  miles  from  the  city  hall  was  placed  in 
quarantine  by  a  proclamation  of  the  governor ;  the  cattle  were  in- 
spected ;  a  numbered  tag  was  placed  in  the  ear  of  each  one  ;  all  ani- 
mals were  recorded  upon  the  books  of  the  Bureau ;  none  were  allowed 
to  be  moved  upon  the  highways  without  a  permit ;  all  incoming  ani- 
mals were  inspected,  and,  in  general,  all  the  regulations  were  en- 
forced which  have  been  found  necessary  to  secure  the  eradication  of 
this  malady  in  other  places.  The  quarantine  there  will  bo  discon- 
tinued on  December  15,  by  order  of  the  governor,  but  veterinary 
supervision  will  be  maintained.  Some  herds  were  found  in  the 
Philadelphia  district  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia,  though  not  as 
many  as  was  anticipated.  The  details  of  this  work  will  be  found 
below. 

.  While  no  new  outbreaks  of  the  disease  have  been  discovered  out- 
side of  the  known  infected  States,  with  the  single  exception  of  one 
in  Virginia,  a  few  have  been  found  in  previously  uninfected  regions 
within  those  States.  By  far  the  most,  serious  of  these  is  one  recently 
discovered  and  now  in  progress  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.     It  seems 

Erobable  that  the  plague  had  existed  there  for  more  than  a  year  and 
ad  been  concealed  by  interested  parties.  It  will  probably  not  be 
very  difficult  to  exterminate  the  contagion  from  that  section,  though 
this  expense  was  not  anticipated  and  will  be  quite  heavy.  Already 
the  number  of  diseased  and  exposed  animals  found  is  oetween  400 
and  500,  and  it  will  doubtless  Bo  considerably  increased.  An  effort 
is  being  made  to  trace  the  introduction  of  the  contagion,  and  to  learn 
by  what  means  it  occurred.  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  the 
affected  animals  were  taken  there  before  the  numbering  and  register- 
ing of  the  cattle  in  the  old  infected  districts  was  accomplished. 

New  infections  are  becoming  less  numerous  as  the  aisease  is  less 
prevalent  in  the  infected  centers,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  if  the  quarantine  restrictions  can  be  maintained  a  sufficient  time 
they  will  cease  entirely.  Unfortunately,  as  the  contagion  becomes 
less  prevalent,  the  necessity  for  these  restrictions  is  not  so  apparent, 
and  there  is  a  more  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
disregard  them,  a  disposition  which  is  encouraged  by  the  failure  of 
local  authorities  to  vigorously  prosecute  and  convict  offenders. 
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THE  WORK  IN  NEW  YORK. 

At  the  time  the  last  report  on  this  subject  was  submitted  a  force 
was  being  organized  to  inspect,  tag,  and  register  all  the  cattle  and 
maintain  quarantine  restrictions  in  the  old  infected  district  of  New 
York,  that  is,  in  the  counties  of  Westchester,  New  York,  Richmond, 
Kings,  and  (Queens.  The  task  was  one  of  gi*eat  magnitude  and  has 
been  beset  with  many  unexpected  difficulties.  In  the  first  test  case 
that  came  before  the  courts  the  governor's  proclamation  was  decided 
to  be  invalid,  because  he  had  not  designated  the  infected  district,  but 
had  left  it  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  to  designate 
and,  advertise  such  districts  as  might  be  discovered.  The  couiii  held 
that  the  governor  could  not  delegate  this  authority. 

It  was  also  discovered  by  the  Officers  of  this  Bureau  that  the  State 
law  under  which  the  governor's  proclamation  was  issued  gave  insuf- 
ficient authority  for  the  necessary  regulations,  since  it  did  not  applv 
to  exposed  herds.  These  facts  were  laid  before  the  legislature,  ana, 
although  the  session  was  drawing  to  a  close  and  it  was  difficult  to 
obtain  action  on  new  subjects,  this  matter  was  deemed  of  such  im- 
portance that  it  received  favorable  consideration,  and  an  amend- 
ment was  passed  which  removed  the  defects  in  the  statutes.  Fol- 
lowing this,  a  new  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  governor,  and 
from  that  time  the  regulations  have  been  strictly  enforced.  In  some 
districts  it  has  been  necessary  to  cause  many;  arrests  to  be  made  be- 
fore the  people  would  respect  the  law,  but  since  they  have  become 
convinced  tnat  a  determined  effort  is  being  made  to  eradicate  the 
disease  there  has  been  less  occasion  for  harsh  measures. 

The  progress  made  in  extirpating  pleuro-pneumonia  from  this 
long-infected  district  has  been  very  marked.  Two  of  the  counties, 
Westchester  and  Richmond,  hav^  been  entirely  freed  from  the  con- 
tagion. So  long  a  period  has  elapsed  since  any  cases  were  discovered 
in  these  counties  that  Governor  Hill,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  has  recently  issued  an  order 
removing  quarantine  restrictions. 

The  complete  success  of  the  work  over  the  large  territory  embraced 
in  these  two  counties  within  so  short  a  time  is  very  gratifying,  and 
demonstrates  the  correctness  of  the  plan  adopted. 

In  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  the  progress  has  also  been 
very  satisfactory.  There  are  here  but  a  very  lew  herds  in  which  the 
disease  is  known  to  exist,  and  these  are  being  rapidly  disposed  of. 
By  far  the  heaviest  work  in  this  county  has  been  done,  altnough  it 
will  be  necessary,  on  account  of  the  proportions  of  the  trade  and  of 
its  being  a  central  market,  to  keep  up  a  supervision  until  all  parts 
of  the  State  are  free  from  the  contagion. 

The  disease  was  found  much  more  prevalent  and  more  generally 
distributed  in  Kings  and  Queens  Counties,  on  Long  Island,  than 
elsewhere.  Here  there  has  been  a  continual  struggle  during  the 
whole  year  to  hold  it  under  control.  Much  progress  has  been  made 
and  the  number  of  infected  herds  greatly  reduced,  but  there  is  still 
a  large  amount  of  work  before  us. 

There  has  been  more  disease  found  during  the  year  than  was  an- 
ticipated at  the  time  the  preceding  report  was  written.  Partly  for 
this  reason,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1888,  about  six  weeks  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  results  of  the  year's  work  have  not  quite 
reached  our  expectations.    For  nearly  two  months  all  active  work 
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ceased  and  the  force  was  reduced  to  such  an  extent  that  only  a  mere 
supervision  of  the  movement  of  cattle  could  be  maintained.  This 
unfortunate  relaxation  allowed  the  plague  to  develop  and  has  in- 
creased the  total  amount  of  work  to  be  accomplished  to  a  marked 
degree.  Since  we  now  have  the  whole  infectea  district  in  charge, 
the  expenditures  can  be  foreseen  with  sufficient  exactness  to  prevent 
such  an  occurrence  happening  a^ain,  unless  there  should  be  new 
outbreaks  of  greater  dimensions  than  have  been  discovered  in  the 
past. 

A  recently  discovered  outbreak  is  now  in  progress  in  Orange 
County,  which  is  serious  in  its  extent  and  will  require  several  months 
for  its  complete  suppression.  Our  investigations  indicated  that  the 
contagion  was  taken  there  from  the  city  of  New  York  before  the 
quarantine  regulations  were  established,  and  it  has  since  been  con- 
cealed by  interested  parties.  The  infected  district  is  now  believed  to 
be  marked  out  and  under  control,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
early  success  of  the  measures  which  have  been  applied.  This  out- 
break will  make  an  unexpected  increase  of  the  expenditures,  but 
probably  will  not  delay  the  work  in  the  old  infected  districts  of  the 
States. 

From  January  1  to  November  30,  1888,  there  were  inspected  in 
New  York  12,333  herds,  containing  99,726  head  of  cattle.  Of  this 
number  62,184  were  re-examined  by  deputiesinaddition  to  the  profes- 
sional inspections,  and  100,370  were  taj^ged  with  numbers  and  regis- 
tered ujKJn  the  books  of  the  Bureau. 

There  were  323  new  herds  found  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia 
during  the  year,  and  these  herds  contained  4,647  animals,  691  of 
which  were  pronounced  diseased  when  the  inspection  was  made. 
There  were  purchased  for  slaughter  during  the  same  time  1,576  af- 
fected cattle,  at  a  cost  of  $40,976.53,  an  average  of  $26  per  head;  also 
3,196  exposed  cattle  at  a  cost  of  $72,410.50,  an  average  of  $22.65  per 
head.  The  smaller  cost  of  the  exposed  cattle  as  compared  with  the 
affected  ones  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  amount  which  the  owner 
realized  for  the  carcasses  was  deducted  from  the  appraised  value,  the 
Department  paying  the  balance. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  disinfect  1,339  stables,  stock-yards, 
or  other  premises  during  the  year,  and  also  to  make  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations upon  the  carcasses  of  15,538  bovine  ammals,  of  which 
2,287  were  found  diseased  with  pleuro-pneumonia. 

The  total  exi)enses  in  New  York  from  January  1  to  November  30, 
1888,  have  been  $250,779.47^  of  which  $113,387.03  was  paid  for  cattle 
purchased  for  slaughter  as  either  diseased  or  exposed.  The  remain- 
der constitutes  the  expense  for  disinfection,  inspection,  tagging,  reg- 
istering, supervising  the  movement  of  cattle,  post-mortem  examina- 
tions, and  all  the  various  expenses  incident  to  a  work  of  this  char- 
acter. 

THE  WORK  IN  NEW  JERSEY. 

In  this  state  the  work  of  the  Bureau  is  not  recognized  by  legisla- 
tive enactment  as  clearly  as  is  desirable.  There  has  been  constant 
co-operation  with  the  State  Board  of  Health,  through  its  secretary. 
Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  and  the  inspectors  have  been  given  commissions  as 
agents  of  this  board.  In  this  way  it  has  been  possible  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  local  statutes  and  to  accomplish  what  otherwise  would 
have  been  impossible. 

At  the  time  my  previous  report  was  written  a  force  was  being  or- 
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ganized  and  details  of  regulations  were  being  perfected  for  quaran- 
tining Hudson  County  and  maintaining  complete  control  of  the  move- 
ment of  cattle  in  that  county,  and  particularly  in  Jersey  City,  This 
county,  owing  to  its  proximity  to  New  York,  and  the  fact  that  its 
milch  cows  were  to  a  large  degree  purchased  in  the  New  York  mar- 
ket, had  long  been  thoroughly  infected. 

The  enforcement  of  the  regulations  iu  New  Jersey,  as  in  other 
States,  has  been  followed  by  very  gratifying  results.  There  have 
been  a  number  of  outbreaks  in  the  interior,  but  these  in  all  cases 
have  been  promptljr  suppressed.  By  far  the  ^risater  part  of  the  work 
has  been  performed  in  Hudson  County,  which  is  now,  so  far  as  known, 
the  only  infected  center. 

From  January  1  to  November  30, 1888,  there  were  inspected  in  New 
Jersey  8,018  herds,  containing  72,095  head  of  cattle.  Of  this  number 
20,413  were  re-examined  by  deputies,  in  addition  to  the  professional 
inspections,  and  13,318  wei*o  tagged  with  numbers  and  registered  upon 
the  books  of  the  Bureau. 

There  were  210  new  herds  found  affected  with  pleuro-pnenmonia 
during  the  year,  and  these  herds  contained  2,508  animals,  581  of 
which  were  pronounced  diseased  when  the  inspection  was  made.  There 
were  purchased  for  slaughter  during  the  same  time  502  affected  cat- 
tle, at  a  cost  of  $12,325.50,  an  average  of  $24.55  per  head  :  also  945 
exposed  cattle,  at  a  cost  of  $25, 512. 60,  an  average  of  $27. 10.  The  higher 
average  cost  of  exposed  cattle  in  New  Jersey  as  compared  with  New 
York  is  due  to  the  greater  diflBcnlty  of  disposing  of  the  carcasses  of 
such  animals,  and  the  smaller  amounts  which,,  for  that  reason,  were 
realized. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  disinfect  275  stables,  stock-yards, 
and  other  premises,  and  also  to  jnaike post-moi'tem  examinations  upon 
the  carcasses  of  6,846  bovine  animals,  of  which  514  were  found  dis- 
eased with  pleuro-pneumonia. 

The  total  expenses  in  New  Jersey,  from  January  1  to  November 
30,  1888,  have  been  $85,111.60,  of  which  $37,838  was  paid  for  cattle 
purchased  for  slaughter  because  they  were  either  diseased  or  had 
been  exposed. 

New  Jersey  is  believed  to  be  nearly  free  from  the  disease,  as  but 
few  new  herds  have  Been  reported  during  the  last  sixty  days.  A 
large  distillery  herd  is  now  being  slaughtered,  and  this,  with  two 
small  diseased  herds,  constitutes  all  the  infected  premises  now  known 
in  the  State.  It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  maintain  a  force  in 
New  Jersey  until  the  placue  is  eradicated  from  all  parts  of  New 
York,  or  the  contagion  will  be  again  introduced  by  the  movement  of 
cattle.  It  is  also  possible  that  the  disease  may  be  found  in  the 
dairies  about  Newark,  but  our  investigations  up  to  this  time  have 
not  revealed  it. 

THE  WORK  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  governor  of  Pennsylvania  never  formally  accepted  the  rules 
and  regulations  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  es- 
tablishing this  Bureau.  After  much  correspondence,  however,  with 
the  special  agent  of  the  governor,  who  has  charge  of  this  branch  of 
the  service  in  that  State,  an  agreement  adopting  a  modification  of 
these  rules  was  decided  upon.  The  chief  modification  of  the  rules 
was  that  no  herd  should  be  slaughtered  as  affected  with  pleuro-pneu- 
monia until  it  had  been  examined  and  the  diagnosis  confirmed  by  the 
State  veterinarian,  who  should  be  paid  for  this  service  from  the  ap- 
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propriation  of  the  Bureau.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  governor 
would  issue  a  proclamation  placing  all  cattle  in  quarantine  which 
were  on  any  premises  situated  within  8  miles  of  the  city  hall  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

The  proclamation  was  issued  to  take  effect  upon  April  9, 1888,  and 
at  that  time  a  force  of  men  employed  by  the  Bureau  began  work  in- 
specting, tagging,  and  registering  all  cattle  in  the  specified  district. 
Post-mortem  examinations  were  made  on  all  carcasses  of  cattle  which 
had  died  and  had  been  taken  to  rendering  works,  and  of  all  cows 
from  this  district  which  were  slaughtered  for  food.  With  these  reg- 
ulations in  force  it  becomes  possible  to  locate  the  herds  affected  witn 
pleuro-pneumonia  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  eradicate 
the  disease.  The  relations  between  the  Stalie  authorities  and  the 
officers  of  the  Bureau  have  been  harmonious,  and  all  differences  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  diagnosis  have  been  settled  by  the  slaughter  and 
post-mortem  examination  of  the  affected  animals. 

From  January  1  to  November  30,  1888,  there  were  inspected  in 
Pennsylvania  5,291  herds,  containing  72,565  head  of  cattle.  Of  this 
number  18,763  were  re-examined  by  deputies,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
fessional inspections,  and  51,820  were  tagged  with  numbers  and  reg- 
istered upon  the  books  of  the  Bureau. 

There  were  23  herds  found  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia,  and 
these  herds  contained  260  animals,  49  of  which  were  pronounced  dis- 
eased when  the  inspections  Avere  made.  There  were  piirchased  for 
slaughter  63  affected  cattle,,  at  a  cost  of  $1,243.50,  an  average  of 
$19.73  per  head ;  also  131  exposed  cattle  at  a  cost  of  $3,167.50,  an  aver- 
age of  $24. 18  per  head. 

It  was  considered  advisable  to  disinfect  117  stables,  stock-yards, 
or  other  premises  ;  and  13,157  post-mortem  examinations  were  made 
upon  the  carcasses  of  bovine  animals,  of  which  72  were  found  dis- 
eased with  pleuro-pneumonia. 

The  total  expenses  in  Pennsylvania  from  January  1  to  November 
30,  1888,  have  been  $37,978.23,  of  which  $4,411  was  paid  for  cattle 
purchased  for  slaughter  as  either  diseased  or  exposed.  The  remain- 
der constitutes  the  expense  for  disinfection,  inspection,  tagging,  reg- 
istering, making  post-moHem  examinations,  and  maintaining  that 
close  supervision  of  all  the  cattle  in  the  infected  district  which  is  ab- 
solutely essential  for  the  complete  success  of  the  effort  for  the  total 
eradication  of  pleuro-pneumonia. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  governor  should  issue  a  proclamation 
r.emoving  the  quarantine  restrictions  at  Philadelphia,  to  take  effect 
December  15,  1888,  and  at  that  time  the  greater  part  of  the  force 
stationed  there  by  this  Department  will  be  withdrawn.  There  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  Pennsylvania  is  now  entirely  free  from 
this  contagion,  but  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  maintain  a  supervision 
of  the  cattle  in  transit  through  Philadelphia,  and  also  to  watcli  the 
rendering  works  and  slaughter  houses  for  a  few  months,  in  order  that 
any  re-appearance  of  it  may  bo  promptly  detected. 

THE  WORK  IN  MARYLAND. 

At  the  time  the  last  report  was  written  the  work  was  being  reor- 
ganized, and  those  stringent  regulations  governing  the  movement  of 
cattle  wliich  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  work  else- 
where had  just  been  applied  to  the  infected  district  in  Baltimore 
and  vicinity.  A  new  law  was  passed  by  the  Maryland  legislature 
at  its  last  session  recognizing  the  work  of  the  Bureau  in  that  State, 
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and  providing  for  co-operation.  Although  there  has  been  considera- 
ble opposition  on  the  part  of  cow  dealers,  and  in  some  cases  of  dairy- 
men, and  some  violations  of  the  regulations,  the  supervision  has 
been  maintained  in  an  efficient  manner  and  has  resulted  very  satis- 
factorily. 

It  has  been  found  difficult,  and  often  impossible,  to  secure  the  in- 
dictment and  vigorous  prosecution  of  parties  violating  the  laws  and 
regulations,  apparently  because  the  sympathy  of  local  officers  was 
with  the  offenders  of  their  district  rather  than  with  those  who  were 
trying  to  eradicate  this  disease.  Fortunately  the  governor  and  the 
attorney-general  of  the  State  are  interested  in  the  success  of  the  work, 
and  realize  its  importance;  and  with  their  assistance  a  conviction 
has  recently  been  obtained  which  it  is  believed  will  have  a  wholesome 
effect  in  preventing  further  violations,  and  thus  make  it  unnecessary 
to  continue  the  prosecutions. 

There  have  been  two  outbreaks  of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  other  coun- 
ties, which  were  traced  to  cattle  taken  there  from  Baltimore,  but  in 
each  case  the  extermination  of  the  disease  was  promptly  secured.  At 
present  all  herds  in  the  State  known  to  be  diseased  have  been  slaugh- 
tered, and  as  but  very  few  new  cases  have  developed  during  the  last 
sixty  days  it  is  believed  that  the  plague  is  practically  eradicated.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  supervision  for  a  number  of  months 
after  the  last  case  has  been  disposed  of  before  we  can  conclude  that 
the  last  traces  of  the  contagion  nave  been  destroyed.  It  so  frequently 
happens  that  in  some  obscure  country  place  a  person  will  conceal  the 
disease  for  months  before  it  is  discovered  that  a  long  period  of  watch- 
ing is  required  to  insure  absolute  safety. 

From  January  1  to  November  30,  1888,  there  were  inspected  in 
Maryland  9,809  herds,  containing  60,312  head  of  cattle.  Of  this  num- 
ber 5,055  were  re-examined  by  deputies  in  addition  to  the  professional 
inspections,  and  17,749  were  tagged  with  numbers  and  registered 
upon  the  books  of  the  Bureau. 

There  were  74  new  herds  found  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia 
during  the  year,  and  these  herds  contained  1,189  animals,  124  of 
which  were  pronounced  diseased  when  the  inspection  was  made. 
There  were  purchased  for  slaughter  during  the  same  time  459  affected 
cattle  at  a  cost  of  $12,330.13,  an  average  oi  $26. 87  per  head;  also  1,036 
exposed  cattle  at  a  cost  of  $27,087.81,  an  average  of  $26.15  per  head. 

The  high  average  cost  of  affected  cattle  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  them  were  but  slightly  affected  or  had  so  far  recovered  from  the 
disease  that  they  were  as  useful  id  the  owner  for  the  production  of' 
milk  as  before  tne  attack.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that  the  owner 
received  for  the  exposed  but  still  healthy  animals  the  sum  which  was 
paid  by  the  butcher  for  the  carcasses  in  addition  to  the  sum  given 
above  as  paid  by  the  Bureau. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  disinfect  145  stables,  stock-yards, 
or  other  premises  during  the  year,  and  also  to  m.a.ke  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations UDon  the  carcasses  of  5,820  bovine  animals,  of  which  507 
were  found  diseased  with  pleuro-pneumonia. 

The  total  expenses  in  Maryland  from  January  1  to  November  30, 
1888,  have  been  $99,627.83,  of  which  $39,417.94  was  paid  for  cattle 
purchased  for  slaughter  as  either  diseased  or  exposed. 

THE  WORK  IN  VIRGINIA. 

Mention  was  made  in  the  last  report  of  the  probable  existence  of 
pleuro-pneumonia  in  Virginia,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  inves- 

Digitized  by  VjOOy  IC 


152  BEPOBT  OF  THE  OO^IMISSIONEB   OF   AGEICULTURE. 

tigation  was  not  completed.  The  herd  was  located  at  Hampton,  and 
proved  to  be  affected  with  this  disease.  The  contagion  only  spread 
to  a  very  few  animals  outside  of  this  herd  which  had  come  in  con- 
tact witn  it.  The  infected  animals  were  at  once  isolated  and  slaugh- 
tered as  rapidly  as  possible.  No  cases  of  disease  have  appeared  there 
dnring  the  last  six  months  and  we  may  therefore  concluoe  that  it  has 
been  eradicated. 

The  total  number  of  affected  cattle  purchased  in  Virginia  was  45, 
at  a  cost  of  $739,  an  average  of  $16.42  per  head.  The  number  of  ex- 
posed cattle  purchased  was  53,  at  a  cost  of  $641,  an  average  of  §12.10 
per  head.  The  total  expense  caused  by  this  outbreak  was  $2,142.73, 
of  which  $1,380  was  paid  for  diseased  and  exposed  cattle. 

THE  WORK  IN  ILLINQIS. 

While  pleuro-pneumonia  was  practically  eradicated  from  Illinois 
at  the  time  the  last  report  was  written,  there  was  still  a  number  of 
animals  in  the  infected  district  whicn  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
slaughter.  It  was  also  considered  necessary  for  safety  that  the  quar- 
antine restrictions  should  be  maintained  until  April  1,  1888. 

There  were  slaughtered  after  January  1, 1888,  4  affected  cattle, 
at  a  cost  of  $81.27,  an  average  of  $20.32  per  head.  There  were  also 
slaughtered  129  exposed  animals,  at  a  cost  of  $2,408.43,  an  averageof 
$18.67  per  head.  The  total  expenses  in  Illinois  from  January  1  to 
November  30,  1888,  were  $5,946.69,  of  which  $2,489.70  was  paid  for 
diseased  and  exposed  cattle. 

The  prompt  eradication  of  pleuro-pneumonia  from  Chicago  and 
vicinity  is  worthy  of  more  than  a  simple  narration  of  the  fact.  It 
may  well  be  considered  one  of  the  most  important  results  ever  ac- 
complished by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  History  gives  few  if 
any  cases  where  the  dairies  of  a  citj^  of  the  size  of  Chicago  have  once 
been  infected  with  pleuro-pneumonia  and  where  the  disease  has  been 
eradicated  without  years  of  constant  work  and  the  expenditure  of 
vast  sums  of  money.  Paris  was  infected  more  than  one  hundred 
years  ago,  and,  in  spite  of  the  large  number  of  veterinarians  in  that 
district,  and  of  the  stringent  laws  and  regulations  promulgated  for 
its  suppression,  the  disease  still  exists,  and  its  ravages  continue  from 
year  to  year  apparently  undiminished. 

A  continued  existence  of  the  disease  at  Chicago  would  certainly 
have  led  to  the  infection  of  the  whole  country  within  a  few  years, 
and  the  ruin  of  a  profitable  cattle  industrv  in  the  United  States. 
Ah-eady  the  local  restrictions  placed  by  tne  authorities  of  many 
States  upon  the  introduction  of  cattle  from  Cook  County,  and  in  many 
cases  from  the  whole  State  of  Illinois,  had  become  extremely  em- 
barrassing to  shippers  and  burdensome  to  the  whole  stock  interest  of 
the  West.  How  these  restrictions  would  have  been  increased  by  the 
spread  of  the  pla^e  to  other  States,  and  how  we  should  have  suf- 
fered from  a  leading  article  of  food,  impaired  in  quality  and  dimin- 
ished in  quantity,  can  be  easily  imagined.  By  a  fortunate  combina- 
tion of  circumstances  it  was  possible  to  check  the  extension  of  the 
plague  at  once,  and  to  extirpate  it  within  a  few  months,  but  the  risk 
of  failure  and  the  danger  to  the  country  have  never  been  appreciated 
except  by  a  few  who  were  acquainted  with  all  the  facts. 

With  tne  publication  of  the  notice  giving  information  of  the  eradi- 
cation of  the  disease  and  removing  the  quarantine  restrictions  which 
had  been  imposed  by  this  Department,  confidence  was  restored  to 
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the  stock-owners  of  the  country,  the  irksome  local  restrictions  were 
one  by  one  removed,  and  soon  the  freedom  of  cattle  commerce  was 
again  established. 

No  information  has  been  obtained  during  the  year  which  would 
lead  to  tjie  conclusion  that  the  contagion  of  pleuro-pneumonia  exists 
in  any  part  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  There 
is,  consequently,  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  now  confined  to 
the  Atlantic  sea-board,  and  with  every  month  that  elapses  without 
hearing  from  it  elsewhere  this  conclusion  is  strengthened.  With 
the  quarantine  restrictions  now  in  force  in  the  infected  districts 
there  is  but  little  danger  of  the  plague  again  finding  its  way  to  the 
West,  and  with  the  continual  repression  ^nd  diminution  of  it  at  all 
points  this  danger,  small  as  it  is,  is  constantly  becoming  less.  If  this 
work  is  continued  for  another  year  it  seems  probable  that  the  con- 
tagion will  have  entirely  disappeared  from  the  United  States  by  the 
expiration  of  that  tinje. 

THE  WORK  AS  A  WHOLE. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  there  has  been  constant  and 
satisfactory  progress  during  the  year  at  all  points  where  the  disease 
exists.  The  work  has  been  heavy  and  expensive,  and  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  eleven  months  covered  by  this  report  have  been  greater 
than  the  appropriation  for  any  fiscal  year.  It  was  only  by  so  plan- 
ning that  the  most  costly  work  would  come  in  the  latter  part  of  one 
fiscal  year  and  at  the  beginning  of  another  that  the  operations  could 
be  sustained  in  an  efficient  manner  without  an  increased  appropria- 
tion. Even  with  this  plan  in  mind  it  was  necessary  to  suspend  all 
slaughtering  of  animals  and  much  of  the  other  work  for  over  six 
weeks  in  May  and  June  in  order  to  avoid  a  deficiency.  Although  the 
total  expenditures  of  the  first  five  months  of  the  present  fiscal  year 
for  the  entire  work  of  the  Bureau  have  averaged  $46, 178. 68  per  month, 
or  at  the  rate  of  $554,144.16  per  annum,  it  appears  certain  that  the 
decrease  which  has  been  made,  and  which  can  De  carried  still  further 
as  the  work  proceeds,  will  bring  the  total  for  the  year  within  the  sum 
appropriated,  and  this  without  the  necessity  of  interrupting  the  op- 
erations. 

Including  all  the  districts  in  which  pleuro-pneumonia  has  existed, 
there  were  inspected  from  January  1  to  November  30,  1888,  a  total 
of  35,604  herds  of  cattle,  containing  305,280  animals.  Of  this  num- 
ber 106,415  were  re-examined  by  the  non-professional  assistants  in 
addition  to  the  veterinary  inspections,  and  183,257  were  tagged  with 
numbers  and  registered  upon  the  books  of  the  Bureau. 

There  were  631  new  herds  found  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  these  herds  contained  8,643  animals,  1,446  of  which 
were  pronounced  diseased  when  the  inspections  were  made.  There 
were  purchased  for  slaughter  during  tne  same  time  2,649  affected 
cattle,  at  a  cost  of  $67,695.93,  an  average  of  $25.55  per  head;  also 
5,490  exposed  cattle,  at  a  cost  of  $131,227.74,  an  average  of  $23.90  per 
head. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  disinfect  1,879  stables,  stock-yards, 
or  other  premises,  and  also  to  make  post-mortem  examinations  u])on 
the  carcasses  of  43,176  bovine  animals,  of  which  3,426  were  found 
diseased  with  pleuro-pneumonia. 

The  total  expenses  of  the  pleuro-pneumonia  work  from  January  1 
to  November  30,  1888,  have  been  $481,586.55,  of  which  $198,923.67 
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was  paid  for  cattle  purchased  for  slaughter,  as  either  diseased  or  ex- 
posed. The  remainder  constitutes  the  expense  for  inspection,  disin- 
fection, tagging,  registering,  and  supervising  the  movement  of  cattle, 
of  post'TJuyrtem  examinations,  and  of  all  the  various  expenses  neces- 
sary to  insure  the  prompt  discovery  of  this  plague  when  it  appears 
in  any  herd,  and  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  the  infection. 

The  following  table  shows  a  rdsum^  of  the  pleuro-pneumonia  work 
from  January  1  to  November  30,  1888,  as  given  in  detail  above: 

Table  shotving  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  for  the  eradication  of 
pleuro-pneumonia  from  January  1  to  November  30,  1888. 


Herds  inspected 

Cattle  inspected 

Cattle  reexamined  by  deputies 

Diseased  cattle  found  by  in- 
spection   

Post-mortem  examinations  .. 

Diseased  cattle  found  hy  poat- 
mortem  examinations 

Cattle  togged 

New  herds  found  afTectod 

Animals  in  affected  herds  .... 

Diseased  cattle  purchased. . . . 

Exposed  cattle  purc^iased 

Premises  disinfected 


New 
York. 


18,888 
99,7«6 
63.1»1 

691 
J5,538 

2.287 

100,  »ro 

328 
4,W7 

i,a7e 

8,196 
1.889 


New 
Jersey. 


8,018 
72,095 
20,418 

581 
6.816 

614 
18,318 
210 
2.506 
502 
945 
275 


Pennsyl- 
vania. 


5,201 
72,565 
18,768 

49 
18,157 

72 
61,820 

28 
260 

68 
181 
117 


Mary- 
land. 


9,800 
60,812 
5.066 

124 
5,820 

507 

17,749 

74 

1.180 

459 

1.006 

146 


VirglnU. 


18 
297 


1 
108 


46 


Illinois. 


140 


1,713 


4 

120 
1 


Total. 


85,604 

305,280 
lftJ,415 

1,446 
48.176 

8.426 
188.297 
681 
8.648 
2,649 
6,490 
1,879 


lUsum&  of  the  expenditures  in  the  pleuro-pneumonia  work  from  January  1  to  No- 

vember  80, 1888. 


Items. 

New  York. 

■ 

NewJersey. 

Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Maryland. 

Virginia. 

Illinois. 

TotoL 

Salaries 

Traveling  expenses. . 
Miscellaneous     ex- 
penses   

$109,694.44 
17,983.97 

9,714.08 
40.976.58 
78,410.50 

26.00 

22.66 

$86,289.06 
s;  827. 19 

2.707.86 
18.885.60 
264612.60 

24.56 

27.10 

$27,886.78 
8,486.78 

2,198.77 
1,248.60 
8,167.60 

19.78 

94.18 

$46,464.17 
11,117.92 

2,687.80 
12.830.13 
27,087.81 

20.87 

26.16 

$601.66 
141.62 

19.56 
789.00 
641.00 

16.42 

12.10 

$8,062.60 
220.80 

174.09 

81.27 

2,408.48 

20.82 

18.67 

$228,988.66 
41,277.73 

17,446.60 

Affected  cattle 

Exposed  cattle 

Average  paid  for  af- 
fected catUo 

Average  paid  for  ex- 
posed cattle 

67.696.96 
181.227.74 

25.55 

28.90 

We  have  now  entered  upon  the  most  critical  period  in  the  work 
for  the  eradication  of  this  disease.  In  all  of  the  infected  States  the 
animals  known  to  have  been  diseased  or  exposed  have  been  slaugh- 
tered with  few  exceptions,  but  in  Marylana,  New  Jersey,  and  New 
York  the  plague  continues  to  develop  at  greater  or  less  intervals, 
and,  consequently,  newlv  infected  herds  are  discovered.  In  Mary- 
land and  New  Jersey,  where  the  work  has  been  longest  in  progress, 
these  new  infections  are  becoming  less  and  less  frequent.  Even  in 
the  worst  infected  districts  on  Long  Island  the  prevalence  of  the 
malady  has  been  greatly  diminished.  With  this  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  disease,  the  reason  for  the  stringent  regulations  becomes 
less  apparent  to  the  cattle-owners,  to  prosecuting  officers,  and  to  citi- 
zens generally.  It  is  therefore  much  more  difficult  to  enforce  the 
laws  and  the  regulations  made  under  them;  flagrant  violations  become 
more  frequent,  and  in  some  cases  efforts  are  made,  usually  by  cow- 
dealers,  to  propagate  the  disease. 

These  facts  show  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  quarantine 
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restrictions  until  the  last  vestige  of  the  contagion  has  disappeared. 
And  above  all  should  we  be  able  to  preserve  the  interstate  channels 
of  commerce  free  from  infection.  The  large  sum  of  money  expended 
and  the  encouraging  progress  of  the  work,  with  the  rapia  approach 
of  the  time  when  the  country  could  be  declared  free  from  this  plague, 
emphaisize  the  necessity  of  adopting  every  precaution  to  secure  early 
and  complete  success.  But  how  is  this  to  be  accomplished?  Evi- 
dently by  enforcing  every  regulation  against  the  spread  of  the 
disease  until  the  conta^on  has  entirely  disappeared. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  growing  disposition  on  the  part  of 
State  officials  to  relax  their  regulations,  to  allow  violations  to  go  un- 

?unished,  to  remove  restrictions  before  safety  has  been  assured, 
'his  disposition  is  alarming,  because  just  as  the  whole  pleuro-pneu- 
monia  infection  in  this  country  arose  from  a  single  case  of  the  disease, 
so  now  the  escape  of  one  affected  animal  may  undo  all  that  has  been 
accomplished  by  two  years  of  indefatigable  labor  and  by  an  expend- 
iture of  nearly  $1,000,000. 

To  guard  against  this  danger,  I  would  respectfully  and  most  earn- 
estly recommend  amendments  to  the  act  establishing  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  imposing  a  penalty  upon  any  person  who  removes 
or  causd&  to  be  removed  any  bovine  animal  from  a  section  declared 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  to  be  an  infected  district  to  any 
other  State  or  Territory,  or  who  transports  or  causes  to  be  trans- 
ported any  such  animal  upon  any  railroad  or  vessel  which  forms  part 
of  a  transportation  line  from  one  State  or  Territory  into  another.    At 

S resent  there  is  no  penalty,  except  for  those  who  knowingly  ship  a 
iseased  animal  from  one  State  to  another.  Experience  shows  that 
it  is  impossible  to  prove  that  a  person  knows  an  animal  to  be  affected. 
It  is  also  more  dangerous  to  ship  exposed  animals  than  affected 
ones,  because  the  latter  are  easily  detected  as  a  rule,  while  the  former 
do  not  show  the  symptoms  for  two  or  three  months,  and  during  this 
time  may  scatter  the  contagion  among  many  animals  and  herds.  It 
is  equally  important  to  prevent  the  shipment  of  diseased  and  exposed 
animals  within  a  State,  except  upon  lines  of  railroad  and  upon  steam- 
boats which  form  a  portion  of  our  great  interstate  commercial  chan- 
nels. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  there  has  been  no  trouble  in  enforcing 
the  rules  and  regulations  in  country  districts  where  the  population 
is  made  up  of  farmers.  The  native  American  farmer  has  always 
assisted  in  stamping  out  the  disease  and  has  been  scrupulously  caVe- 
ful  to  carry  out  to  the  letter  any  measures  that  he  was  called  upon  to 
observe.  The  result  is  that  country  outbreaks  are  soon  under  con- 
trol and  quickly  eradicated.  Not  so,  however,  with  city  outbreaks. 
Here  we  come  in  contact  with  an  entirely  different  element  of  our 
population.  The  city  cow-owner,  as  a  rule,  is  in  debt  to  the  dealer 
from'whom  he  buys  his  cow.  He  is  poor,  ignorant,  often  unable  to 
speak  our  langua^^e,  unscrupulous  as  to  the  health  of  his  animals  or 
the  character  of  the  milk  he  sells,  and  not  infrequently  appears  to 
consider  it  his  duty  to  violate  the  regulations  or  the  statutes  rather 
than  to  observe  them. 

In  farming  districts,  therefore,  it  matters  little  whether  the  laws 
are  perfect  or  imperfect,  or  whether  there  are  or  are  not  penalties  for 
their  violation;  it  is  seldom  that  they  are  appealed  to,  and  the  work 
of  eradication  goes  smoothly  on  until  it  is  completed.  In  city  dis- 
tricts the  conditions  are  exactly  opposite.  When  the  inspectors  come 
upon  the  premises  they  are  met  as  enemies ;  too  often  they  are 
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threatened  with  violence ;  diseased  cattle  are  surreptitiously  sold  by 
the  owners,  and  taken  into  other  herds  by  dealers  whose  sales  are  in- 
creased by  the  misfortunes  of  their  customers.  With  such  people, 
harsh  measures  are  necessary  or  the  work  could  never  be  completed. 
The  laws  should  cover  all  acts  which  would  tend  to  spread  the  dis- 
ease, and  there  should  be  penalties  apjjlicable  to  all  violations.  With- 
oxrt  these  the  time  and  expense  required  for  complete  success  must 
be  indefinitely  increased. 

GLANDERS. 

In  addition  to  the  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  referred  to  in  my  previous  report,  by  which  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  was  made  District  veterinarian  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  and  eradicating  pleuro-pneumonia,  a  sub- 
sequent order  has  been  issued  which  gives  nim  authority  to  investi- 
gate as  to  the  existence  of  glanders  and  to  kill  affected  animals  with- 
out compensation  to  the  owner.  The  investigations  so  far  made  show 
the  prevalence  of  this  malady  to  a  considerable  extent  among  the 
horses  in  the  District.  From  here  affected  animals  have  been  fre- 
quently taken  into  Maryland  and  Virginia,  scattering  the  disease 
and  causing  severe  losses  in  those  States.  The  presence  of  such  a 
pest,  dangerous  not  only  to  the  equine  race  but  equally  fatal  to  man- 
kind, calls  for  energetic  measures  of  suppression.  To  this  end  prompt 
action  has  been  taken  whenever  the  disease  has  been  discovered  and 
affected  animals  have  been  killed  as  soon  as  possible  after  a  sat- 
isfactory diagnosis  was  reached,  At  the  same  time  great  care  has 
been  exercised  that  no  animals  should  be  condemned  unless  they  pre- 
sented the  pathognomonic  evidences  of  the  affection.  When  practi- 
cable a  post-mortem  examination  is  always  made  to  confirm  the  ante- 
mortem  diagnosis.  The  number  of  horses  killed  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  because  affected  with  glanders  was  :  July,  1 ;  August,  0 ; 
September,  2 ;  October,  10 ;  November,  1 ;  December,  12 ;  total,  26. 


PREVENTION  OF  HOG  CHOLERA.* 

ISOLATION,  DISINFECTION,  AND  CLEANLINESS  AS  PREVENTIVE  MEAS- 
URES. 

It  is  frejiuently  necessary  to  apply  preventive  measures  before  in- 
fectious diseases  have  actually  appeared  in  a  herd.  Tbe  disease  may 
liave  appeared  on  a  neighboring  farm  and  the  problem  then  arises,. 
ITow  can  the  disease  be  prevented  from  spreading  to  other  farms  ? 
How  can  the  surrounding  farms  keep  the  disease  from  their  premises  ? 

Tlie  sources  and  channels  of  infection  are  as  follows,  themost'com- 
nion  and  important  being  placed  first: 

(a)  Pigs  purchased  from  infected  herds,  or  coming  in  contact  with  those  from 
infected  farms,  or  running  over  ground  occupied  by  diseased  swine  within  a  period 
of  two  or  three  months. 

(6)  Infected  streams  may  communicate  the  disease  to  herds  below  the  source  of 
infection. 

(c)  Virus  may  be  carried  in  feed,  implements,  and  on  the  feet  and  clothing  of  per- 
sons from  infected  herds  and  premises. 

(d)  Winds,  insects,  birds  (particularly  buzzards),  and  various  animals  may  trans- 
port hog  cholera  virus. 

*  Equally  applicable  to  swine  plague. 
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In  regard  to  a,  it  may  be  said  that  no  pigs  should  be  purchased 
from  any  locality  until  one  year  after  the  death  of  the  last  case  of 
cholera.  There  are  frequently,  near  the  end  of  an  epizootic,  chronic 
cases  which  may  live  for  three  or  four  months  without  showing  any 
distinctive  signs  of  disease  until  they  suddenly  die.  The  post-mortem 
examination  usually  reveals  extensive  ulceration  of  the  large  intes- 
tine. The  disease  may  thus  linger  in  a  herd  long  after  all  danger 
has  apt)arently  subsided.  By  bringing  any  chrome  cases  in  contact 
with  nitherto  unexposed  healthy  swine  the  disease  may  spring  up 
anew,  as  a  dying  fire  would  among  fresh  fuel.  Although  our  exper- 
iments have  shown  that  the  disease  germs  may  all  disappear  from 
the  soil  in  three  or  four  months,  the  uncertainty  or  knowing 
whether  there  are  any  chronic  cases  continually  adding  fresh  virus 
to  the  soil  makes  the  period  of  one  year  not  too  long.  It  is  advisable, 
in  districts  where  hog  cholera  is  very  prevalent  and  is  rarely  absent 
for  any  length  of  time,  for  farmers  to  raise  their  own  pigs  and  not 
trust  to  any  animals  from  outside.  In  this  way  infection  may  be  at 
least  in  part  kept  under  control.  When  animals  have  been  obtained 
from  places  which  are  not  above  suspicion,  they  should  not  be  brought 
in  contact  with  swine  already  on  the  place,  but  quarantined  as  far  as 
possible  from  them  and  kept  under  careful  observation  for  at  least 
one  month. 

(6)  Perhaps  the  most  potent  agents  in  the  distribution  of  hog 
cholera  are  streams.  They  may  become  infected  with  the  specific 
germs  whe»  sick  animals  are  permitted  to  go  into  them,  when  dead 
animals  or  any  part  of  them  are  thrown  into  the  water,  or  when  pig 
pens  are  drained  into  them.  They  may  even  multiply  when  the 
water  is  contaminated  with  fecal  discharges  or  other  organic  matter. 
Experiments  in  the  laboratory*  have  demonstrated  that  hog  cholera 
bacilli  may  remain  alive  in  water  for  four  months.  Making  all  due 
allowance  for  external  influences  and  competition  with  other  bacteria 
in  natural  waters,  we  are  forced  to  assume  that  they  may  live  at  least 
a  month  in  streams.  This  would  be  time  enough  to  infect  every  herd 
along  its  course. 

(c)  Hog  cholera  germs  are  not  immediately  destroyed  by  drying. 
Laboratory  experiments  show  that  they  may  retain  their  vitality 
from  two  to  four  months.  Hence  it  is  not  dimcult  to.  see  how  a  per- 
son walking  on  infected  ground  and  among  infected  animals  may 
carry  on  his  shoes  and  clothing  dried  germs  of  the  disease  to  any 
neignboring  herd.  For  the  same  reason,  hog  cholera  germs  may  be 
carried  from  infected  grounds  to  others  by  feed,  and  by  farming  im- 
plements which  have  come  in  contact  witn  infected  ground. 

(d)  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  currents  of  air  have  much 
influence  in  spreading  the  disease.  Observations  at  the  experiment 
sWtion  of  the  Bureau  have  left  no  doubt  that  healthy  pigs  may  be 
kept  on  the  same  farm  with  diseased  ones  in  pens  not  more  than  100 
feet  from  the  sick  without  becoming  infected,  provided  the  infec- 
tion is  not  carried  in  feed  and  implements,  or  on  the  shoes  and  cloth- 
ing of  persons,  from  the  sick  to  the  healthy.  Moreover,  the  disease 
is  an  intestinal  malady,  and  all  evidence  points  to  infection  through 
the  food  rather  than  through  the  air  inspired. 

The  agency  of  flies  and  other  insects  is,  perhaps,  equally  limited 
when  infection  is  to  be  carried  from  one  place  to  another.  Our  exper- 
iments show  very  well  that  the  sting  or  oite  of  an  insect  can  not  be 

*See  bulletm  on  hog  cholera. 
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sufficient  to  produce  the  disease.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  thev 
majr  carry  tne  virus  from  one  place  to  another  in  the  same  yard. 
This  will  be  discussed  more  fully  under  another  head. 

The  agency  of  buzzards  in  distributing  the  disease  in  the  Southern 
States  seems  probable,  although  there  is  no  positive  proof.  These 
birds  will  readily  consume  carcasses  of  dead  swine.  If  the  hbg  chol- 
era germs  are  not  destroyed  by  digestion  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  the  feces  contain  the  living  germs,  which  may  cause  the  disease 
to  break  out  at  some  distant  place.  Of  course  the  remedy  would  be 
to  immediately  destroy  or  bury  dead  animals. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  rats,  dogs,  and  perhaps  other 
small  animals  may  carry  the  §erms  upon  their  feet  or  in  their  hair 
and  thus  infect  premises.  It  is  probable  tliat  the  contagion  is  only 
rarely  transported  in  this  manner,  but  there  are  outbreak  the  origin 
of  which  it  is  difficult  to  explain  otherwise. 

Granted,  then,  no  copimunication  between  infected  and  uninfected 
farms,  there  still  remains  the  danger  of  infected  water-courses,  upon 
which  it  is  impossible  to  lay  too  much  emphasis.  In  fact,  if  the  dis- 
ease exists  anywhere  along  a  stream  all  farms  below  that  point  are 
liable  to  infection  unless  use  of  the  water  in  any  form  whatever  is 
given  up  during  the  season. 

By  paying  particular  attention  to  these  points  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  disease  can  be  warded  oflE  even  when  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood .  Ho^  cholera  is  analogous  to  typhoid  fever,  dysentery, 
ana  Asiatic  cholera  in  man  in  many  particulars,  and  there  is  a  quite 
unanimous  opinion  that  these  diseases  are  most  commonly  trans- 
mitted through  drinking  water.  The  same  may  be  predicated  of 
hog  cholera,  and  the  mysterious  spread  of  this  plague  will  no  doubt 
frequently  be  understood  by  examining  the  water-courses. 

When  the  disease  is  in  the  neighborhood  it  has  been  customary 
with  some  to  feed  swine  on  a  so-called  "preventive"  medicine. 
These  are  frequently  prepared  or  invented  by  individuals  who  have 
little,  if  any.  Knowledge  of  the  action  of  medicines.  The  outcome 
is  tliat  the  animals  fed  with  these  unknown  compounds  are  not  only 
not  benefited,  but  their  vitality  is  actually  reduced,  and  when  the 
disease  appears  it  destroys  the  weakened  animals  much  more  easily. 
The  writer  has  made  post-mortem  examinations  of  several  animals  m 
the  West  where  such  preliminary  treatment  was  going  on,  and  the 
peculiar  changes  of  the  internal  organs,  not  like  any  known  disease, 
could  only  be  referred  to  the  action  of  such  preparations.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  there  are  very  few  medicines  which  are  not  in- 
jurious or  poisonous  in  large  doses.  They  should  not  be  used  except- 
ing under  special  conditions,  and  only  given  as  recommended  by  those 
who  have  been  trained  to  know  the  peculiar  value  and  effect  of  drugjs. 

The  condition  of  the  animals  themselves  is  of  great  importance  in 
favoring  or  preventing  infection.  When  pigs  are  fed  with  liquids 
in  which  the  specific  bacilli  only  are  present  those  that  have  been 
deprived  of  food  for  some  time  previous  take  the  disease,  while  those 
whose  stomachs  contain  food  that  is  undergoing  digestion  do  not 
take  it  readily.  If,  besides  starving  the  animal,  tney  are  fed  with 
some  alkaline  solution  by  which  the  alkalinity  of  the  stomach  is 
increased,  the  pathogenic  effect  is  still  more  pronounced.  Any  dis- 
order of  digestion  by  which  the  secretion  of  gastric  juice  is  dimin- 
ished or  checked  and  the  mucus  is  increased  in  quantity  will  increase 
the  susceptibility  of  the  animal  to  infection,  because  the  alkalinity 
of  the  mucous  membrane  will  favor  rather  than  destroy  the  virus. 
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Any  mode  of  feeding  which  produces  constipation  and  overdisten- 
sion of  the  large  intestine  is  likely  to  favor  tne  disease,  as  the  virus 
is  retained  for  a  longer  time.  During  epizootics,  therefore,  be- 
sides the  preventive  measures  suggested,  the  animals  should  be  care- 
fully fed  upon  food  which  tends  to  keep  the  bowels  open  and  the 
feces  S9f t,  and  which  does  not  interfere  with  normal  digestion. 

When  there  is  a  suspicion  that  a  herd  has  been  infected,  although 
the  disease  has  not  yet  appeared,  disinfection  and  all  the  rules  laid 
down  below,  as  if  the  disease  were  actually  present,  should  be  carried 
out  with  great  care. 

When  nog  cholera  has  appeared  in  a  herd  or  on  a  farm,  precau- 
tions should  be  taken  for  two  reasons:  (1)  To  prevent  the  virus  from 
being  carried  to  other  farms  and  infecting  other  herds;  (2)  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  the  entire  herd,  or,  if  this  is  not  possible,  to  stamp  out  the 
disease  in  such  a  way  that  the  ground  shall  not  infect  healthy  animals 
subsequently  introduced. 

The  rules  under  the  first  head  should  be  prescribed  by  law  to  pro- 
tect property  from  the  consequences  of  the  carelessness  or  the  will- 
fulness of  those  who  refuse  to  take  proper  precautions.  They  may 
be  summarized  as  follows: 

(a)  The  dead  animals  should  be  immediately  disposed  of  either  by  burial  or  by  burn- 
ing, or  if  thev  are  taken  to  some  rendering  establishment  their  transportation  should 
be  governed  by  well-defined  rules  which  will  prevent  the  dissemination  of  virus  on 
roa^s,  in  wagons,  cars,  etc. 

(h)  Streams  should  be  carefully  protected  from  pollution. 

(c)  No  animals  should  be  removed  from  any  infected  herd  or  locality  to  another 
free  from  the  disease,  except  for  slaughter,  for  at  least  six  months  after  the  last  case 
of  disease  has  died  or  recovered. 

(a)  The  proper  disposal  of  dead  animals  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, for  the  bodies  not  only  contain  the  germs  of  the  disease, 
but  the  latter  will  multiply  enormously  during  summer  heat  in  the 
internal  organs  after  life  has'  been  extinguished.  Each  dead  body 
must  therefore  be  regarded  as  a  focus  of  tne  disease  unless  properly 
disposed  of.  It  may  oe  buried.  In  such  case  it  must  be  so  deep  that 
no  animal  can  get  at  it.  It  should  be  covered  by  a  layer  of  powdered 
or  slaked  lime  several  inches  thick,  and  the  ground  over  the  body  like- 
wise sprinkled  with  a  thin  layer  of  the  same.  If  the  carcasses  are 
burned,  care  should  be  taken  tnat  any  parts  not  consumed  are  buried 
as  directed.  If  they  are  carried  away  some  distance  to  rendering  es- 
tablishments, employes  of  such  establishments  should  be  compelled 
to  wrap  around  tne  carcasses  strong  cloths  wetted  with  a  2  per  cent, 
solution  of  carbolic  acid,  so  as  to  -protect  the  roads  from  the  virulent 
drippings. 

(o)  Tne  danger  from  infected  streams  has  already  been  mentioned 
at  length.  These  must  be  protected  by  law  in  such  a  way  that  no 
sick  animals  should  be  allowed  to  go  near  them,  and  that  no  carcasses 
be  thrown  into  them  or  deposited  where  drainage  may  carry  the  virus 
from  the  body  into  the  water.  Nor  should  the  drainage  from  pens  be 
permitted  to  flow  into  them. 

(c)  Hogs  are  frequently  affected  with  cholera  of  a  mild  form,  which 
lasts  several  months  before  some  form  of  septic  infection  or  degener- 
ative changes  in  the  internal  organs  produce  death  ;  hence  it  is  im- 
portant to  insist  upon  knowing  when  the  last  case  of  disease  occurred. 
Since  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  hog  cholera  germs  may  remain 
alive  in  the  soil  from  three  to  four  months,  this  rule  will  not  appear 
unreasonable  as  a  safeguard. 
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These  rules  will  be  snflBcient,  if  properly  executed,  to  confine  the 
disease  within  narrow  limits.  There  is  no  doubt  that  hog  cholera 
virus  dies  out  over  the  gieater  part  of  our  country  after  epizootics 
have  swept  oyer  it.  We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  can  sur- 
vive in  the  soil  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other.  It  is,  in  fact, 
highly  probable  that  it  is  transported  and  distributed  froni  a  few 
places  where  for  some  reason  cases  have  occurred  throughout  the 
year  and  have  thus  kept  the  virus  alive.  There  are  no  experiments 
on  record  which  show  that  the  hog  cholera  germs  may  be  found  in 
the  soil  and  water  independent  of  the  disease.  They  have  been  looked 
for  but  have  never  been  found  excepting  in  the  body  or  discharges  of 
diseased  swine. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  disease  can  be  kept  under  control,  the 
legislatures  of  those  States  which  suffer  most  severely  from  this 
plague  should  take  steps  to  enact  rules  similar  to  those  formulated 
above.  The  States  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  have  on  their  statute 
books  laws  of  this  character,  which  read  as  follows  : 

KANSAS. 
AN  ACT  to  proyent  the  spread  of  disease  among  swine. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  It  is  hereby  made  the 
duty  of  every  person  who  owns  or  who  has  the  control  of  any  hog  that  has  died  of  any 
disseise  to  bury  or  bum  the  same  within  twenty-four  hours  after  such  hog  has  died : 
and  any  person  who  knowingly  fails  or  refuses  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof 
shaU  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Whoever  shall  knowingly  barter  or  sell  any  hog  afflicted  with  any  disease 
without  giving  full  information  concerning  said  disease  snail  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
nusdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shaU  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  3.  Whoever  shall  knowingly  barter  or  seU  any  hog  which  has  died  of  any 
disease  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  4.  Whoever  sMl  throw  or  deposit  a  dead  hog  in  any  river,  stream,  creek,  or 
ravine  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

NEBRASKA. 

AN  ACr  to  prevent  the  spread  of  bog  cholera  and  other  kindred  diseases,  and  prevent  traffic  in  ani- 
mals dying  from  infectious  or  other  diseases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Nebraska :  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  owners  of  swine  or  other  domestic  animals  dying  from  cholera  or  other  dis- 
eases, within  twenty-four  hours  after  thA  death,  to  cause  the  carcasses  of  such 
^nimitU  to  be  suitably  buried  or  burned  up,  on  the  premises  owned  or  occupied  by 
such  person. 

Sec.  2.  If  the  owner  of  any  swine  or  other  domestic  animals  dying  from  cholera 
or  other  disease,  or  any  other  person  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  the  carcass  of  such  swine 
or  other  domestic  animals,  to  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  the 
same  into  soap  or  rendering  the  same  into  lard,  or  for  other  purposes,  or  if  any  per- 
son shall  buy,  or  otherwise  obtain  the  carcass  of  any  swine  or  other  domestic  ani- 
mals, dying  from  cholera  or  other  disease  for  manufacturing  purposes  as  aforesaid, 
or  any  other  purpose  except  that  of  burial  or  burning,  as  provide!  in  the  preceding 
section,  every  such  person  shall  upon  conviction  be  fined  m  any  sum  not  less  than 
twenty-five  dollars  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceed- 
ing six  months. 

Sec.  8.  Whereas  an  emergency  exists,  this  act  shall  be  in  force  and  take  eiTect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved,  March  4,  1885. 

These  laws,  although  not  sufficiently  explicit,  touch  upon  the  most 
important  points,  and  are  great  strides  in  the  right  direction.    We 
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would  suggest  laws  embodying  the  three  heads  in  their  entirety  as 
given  above  under  a,  b,  and  c,  together  with  directions  for  tneir 
proper  execution.  The  disease  spreading  so  easily  and  rapidly  re- 
quires great  promptness  of  action  and  quite  different  rules  from  those 
which  must  be  adopted  in  the  suppression  of  glanders  or  tuberculosis, 
f ov  example.  The  difference  is  due  to  the  nature  of  the  specific  mi- 
crobe so  unlike  those  causing  the  two  diseases  mentioned. 

It  is  not  strange  that  so  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  re- 
striction of  this  disease  in  the  past,  since  legislators  and  boards  of 
health  and  State  veterinarians  have  had  no  scieni^ific  basis  upon  which 
to  frame  laws.  Even  now  efforts  are  being  made  in  various  quarters 
to  controvert  or  openly  deny  the  accuracy  of  the  investigations  and 
results  obtained  by  the  Bureau,  and  throw  the  whole  subject  back 
into  the  chaos  in  which  it  was  but  a  few  years  ago.  This  must  have 
anything  but  a  salutary  effect  upon  those  intrusted  with  the  framing 
and  execution  of  specific  laws  for  the  protection  of  domesticated 
animals. 

Having  thus  far  dwelt  upon  the  means  which  must  be  resorted  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  from  one  place  to  another,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  consider  some  of  the  measures  that  should  be  em- 
ployed in  checMng  it  after  it  has  once  taken  foothold  in  a  herd.  But 
how  are  we  to  recognize  the  disease?  To  answer  this  question  it  may 
be  well  to  recapitulate  briefly  some  of  the  more  important  features 
of  the  malady  m  as  simple  lan^age  as  possible. 
,  It  is  quite  common  for  the  disease  to  announce  itself  by  a  few  sud- 
den deaths.  The  stricken  animals  may  seem  well  a  day,  perhaps 
only  a  few  hours,  before  death.  In  order  to  remove  any  doubts  as  to 
the  precise  nature  of  the  disease  it  is  best  to  examine  one  or  niore  of 
the  animals  before  burying  or  burning  them.  This  should  be  done 
in  a  secluded  place  which  piffs  can  not  reach  and  the  ground  thor- 
oughly disinfected  as  will  be  aescribed  later.  The  disease  in  the  sud- 
den cases  can  be  easily  recognized.  The  spleen  is  as  a  rule  very  black 
and  enlarged.  Spots  of  blood  from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  a  <iuar- 
ter  inch  or  more  will  be  seen  in  the  fat  under  the  skin  on  the  intes- 
tines, lungs,  heart,  and  kidneys.  The  lymphatic  glands  are  purplish 
instead  of  a  pale  pink.  When  the  large  intestines  are  opened  they 
are  found  covered  with  these  dark  spots  of  blood  more  or  less  uni- 
formly and  entirely.  Often  the  contents  are  covered  with  clotted 
blood.  Any  or  all  of  these  may  be  considered  as  signs  of  the  disease 
in  its  most  virulent  form.  In  many  outbreaks  the  early  cases  do  not 
succumb  so  rapidly.  They  grow  weaker,  lie  down  much  of  the  time,  ' 
eat  but  little,  and  usually  have  diarrhea.  Most  of  si^ch  cases  may 
linger  for  weeks,  meanwhile  scattering  the  poison  in  the  discharges. 
The  disease  may  be  recognized  in  these  cases  as  soon  as  they  are  ob- 
served to  act  suspiciously,  and  thfere  should  be  no  delay  in  determin- 
ing at  once  the  nature  of  the  disease.  When  the  animal  has  been 
opened  the  large  intestine  should  be  carefully  slit  up  and  examined, 
beginning  with  the  blind  or  upper  end.  There  will  be  seen  round- 
ish yellow  or  blackish  spots,  having  an  irregular  depressed,  some- 
times elevated  surface.  Thege  spots  are  ulcers  and  correspond  to  dead 
portions  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  they  are  frequently  seen  from 
the  outside  as  soon  as  the  animal  is  opened.  Sometimes  the  mem- 
brane has  been  entirely  destroyed. 

In  order  to  comprehend  fully  the  reasons  for  the  preventive  meas- 
ures suggested,  let  us  briefly  trace  the  various  ways  in  which  hog 
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cholera  bacteria  may  pass  from  a  diseased  or  dead  animal  to  a 
healthy  one. 

Pigs  may  become  directly  infected  by  feeding  on  the  carcasses  of 
such  as  have  died  of  the  disease,  or  by  feeding  on  the  feces  and  urine 
of  sick  animals  ;  or  they  may  become  indirectly  infected  by  feeding 
upon  material  in  which  hog  cholera  bacteria  are  accidentally  present 
and  in  which  they  have  multiplied.  This  would  include  milK,  water, 
and  perhaps  most  vegetables  in  a  boiled  condition.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  in  preceding  pages  that  hog  cholera  bacteria  multiply 
very  abundantly  in  ^ilk,  especially  in  warm  weather;  that  they  re- 
main alive  in  water  for  months,  and  that,  they  multiply  upon  boiled 
potato.  It  has  also  been  shown  by  an  extended  series  of  experiments 
that  they  may  remain  alive  in  the  soil  for  from  one  to  four  months. 
The  sources  of  infection  are  thus  numerous  enough.  It  has  likewise 
been  demonstrated  that  these  disease  germs  will  resist  drying  for 
several  months.  Hence  dried  discharges  of  the  sick,  or  tne  dried 
bodies  of  dead  animals,  are.  still  infectious. 

The  channel  of  infection  is,  in  most  cases,  the  food  and  drink. 

This  has  been  frequently  demonstrated  and  emphasized  in  forego- 
ing reports. 

The  food,  after  leaving  the  stomach,  passes  in  a  liquid  condition 
through  the  small  intestme,  so  that  this  never  seems  filled  ;  in  fact, 
its  only  contents  is  a  coating  of  semi-liauid  matter  over  the  mucous 
membrane.  It  passes  through  the  small  intestine  quite  rapidly,  but 
on  reaching  the  large  intestine  the  undigested  remains  become  moi:e 
consistent,  because  the  liquid  is  re-absorbed  and  is  kept  here  for 
some  time.  The  bacteria,  if  not  destroyed  by  the  gastric  juice,  pass 
quickly  through  the  small  intestine,  but  in  the  large  intestine  they 
begin  to  multiply  and  attack  the  mucous  membrane,  which  they  de- 
stroy. Thus  the  feces  or  discharges  of  diseased  pigs,  wherever  de- 
posited, scatter  larger  or  smaller  quantities  of  the  virus  in  this  way, 
completing  the  circle  of  infection. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  remaining  healthy  animals  in  an  infected 
herd  from  taking  the  disease,  the  following  measures  are  suggested 
as  of  importance,  some  or  all  of  which  may  be  carried  out  according 
to  circumstances: 

(a)  Removal  of  still  healthy  animalB  to  inclosed  uninfected  ground  or  pens  as 
far  as  possible  from  infected  localities. 

(b)  Destruction  of  all  diseased  animals. 

(c)  Careful  burial  or  burning  of  carcasses. 

(d)  Repeated  thorough  disinfection  of  the  infected  premises. 

(e)  Great  cleanliness,  both  as  to  surroundings  and  as  regards  the  food,  to  prevent 
its  becoming  infected. 

(a)  The  importance  of  this  measure  need  not  be  insisted  upon 
after  what  has  been  stated  of  the  various  ways  in  which  pigs  may 
be  infected.  The  distance  to  which  they  may  be  removed  will,  of 
course,  depend  on  circumstances.  They  should  be  kept  so  far  away 
that  there  can  be  no  means  of  communication  either  by  direct  con- 
tact, by  drainage  of  the  surface  of  the  soil,  or  by  gusts  of  wind.  They 
should  not  be  kept  too  closely  confined,  for  if  the  disease  should  have 
attacked  one  or  more,  and  not  manifested  itself  before  removal,  the 
infection  would  become  general.  Even  after  this  precaution  is  taken, 
latent  disease  among  such  as  are  apparently  healthy  may  infect  the 
new  grounds  and  the  remaining  healthy  animals.  This  danger  is  in- 
creased by  the  fact  that  not  imf requently  a  number  of  animals  be- 
come infected  from  the  same  source  at  the  same  time.    Some  will 
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show  symptoms  very  speedily;  in  others  the  disease  will  remain  latent 
for  a  longer  time.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  impossible  to 
properly  isolate  the  well  from  the  sick.  Then  there  is  the  difficulty 
of  preventing  the  healthy  animals  from  carrying  the  virus  on  the 
skin  and  feet  into  their  new  quarters.  These  drawbacks  may  be  in 
part  overcome  by  very  prompt  action  when  the  first  signs  of  disease 
appear  in  a  herd,  before  the  virus  has  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
scattered  about.  The  bodies  of  those  to  be  removed  may  be  fairly 
well  disinfected  by  pouring  over  them  a  2  per  cent,  solution  of  car- 
bolic acid,  and  forcing  them  to  walk  through  such  a  solution. 

(6)  This  measure  is  recommended  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of 
the  virus  by  the  diseased  animals.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  few  re- 
cover; that  even  these  few  are  stunted  and  of  little  value;  that  there 
is  no  reliable  means  of  treatment  which  will  eventually  cure,  destruc- 
tion of  all  sick  animals  is  the  simplest  and  most  economical  proced- 
ure in  the  end. 

(c)  The  disposal  of  carcasses  has  already  been  discussed.  .  This 
very  important  measure  should  never  be  lost  sight  of. 

(a)  Among  the  various  disinfectants  which  can  be  recommended 
are  the  following : 

No.  1.  Slaked  or  unslaked  lime,  used  both  as  a  powder  and  as  slaked  lime  contain- 
ing about  5  to  10  per  cent,  of  dry  lime  (from  one-half  to  1  pound  of  lime  to  a 
gallon  of  water). 

No.  2.  Crude  carbolic  acid,  prepared  by  adding  to  the  crude  carbolic  acid,  obtain- 
able from  druggists  at  about  90  cents  a  gallon,  an  equal  quantity  of  ordiiuury  sul- 
phuric acid.  This  mixture  is  to  be  carefully  added  to  water  in  tne  proportion  of  2 
ounces  to  1  gallon  of  water  (about  1^  per  cent,  by  volume). 

No.  3.  A  I  per  cent,  solution  (by  volume)  of  ordinary  sulphuric  acid  (li  oiuices  of 
the  acid  to  1  gallon  of  waterj. 

No.  4,  A  2  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid.  This  is  prepared  by  heating  the 
crystals  slightly  until  they  melt  and  adding  the  resulting  hquidlo  hot  water,  in  the 
prc^rtion  of  1^  ounces  to  half  a  gallon  of  water.  (A  pound  of  carbolic  acid,  crys- 
tallized, retails  at  55  cents.) 

No.  5.  Boiling  water. 

The  careful  laboratory  experiments  with  these  disinfectants,  \ipon 
which  their  practical  application  is  based,  are  given  in  the  forthcom- 
ing bulletin  on  hog  cholera.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  in  this  place 
to  a  description  of  their  employment. 

Disinfectants  are  substances  which,  in  solutions  of  a  certain 
strength,  are  capable  of  destroying  disease  germs.  Consequently 
they  should  be  applied  wherever  the  disease  germs  are  supposed  to 
be.  In  case  of  hog  cholera  they  are  attached  to  the  sides  and  floor- 
ings of  pens,  and  to  the  various  utensils  used  in  cleaning  them. 
They  are  mixed  with  the  earth  over  which  the  diseased  animals  have 
run,  or  in  the  water  which  they  have  frequented.  In  the  report  of 
the  Department  for  1886  the  use  of  mercuric  chloride  ^corrosive  sub- 
limate) was  recommended,  as  it  is  a  i)owerful  disini^tant.  Since 
that  time  other  disinfectants  have  been  tested  which  are  equally  cheap 
and  easily  procurable.  The  main  objection  to  mercuric  chloride  is 
its  extremely  poisonous  character,  which  makes  it  undesirable  to 
deal  with  it.  This  substance  has  therefore  been  thrown  out,  in  spite 
of  its  powerful  germicide  properties,  from  our  list  of  available  disin- 
fectants. 

The  wood-work  of  pens,  fences,  flooring,  etc.,  is  best  disinfected  by 
using  upon  it,  with  a  broom,  solution  No  2.  until  thoroughly  wet. 
In  preparing  this  solution  it  should  be  stated  that  the  mixing  must 
be  done  in  a  glass  bottle  or  jar,  and  the  mixture  poured  slowly  into 
the  proper  amoimt  of  water  in  a  wooden  pail.    This  should  be  rinsed 
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out  after  using  to  prevent  the  acid  from  slowly  destroying  the  iron 
hoops. 

Whenever  No.  2  is  not  obtainable  No.  3  may  be  used  in  its  place, 
which  seems  to  be  equally  efficient. 

Lime  is  a  very  efficient  disinfectant  for  hog  cholera.  Experiments 
have  shown  that  a  solution  containing  only  .02  per  cent,  wul  destroy 
the  bacteria.  When  much  organic  matter  is  present,  as  much  as  .5 
per  cent,  to  1  per  cent,  may  be  necessary.  We  recommend  the  pro- 
portions given  under  No.  1,  which  ^ve  from  ten  to  twenty  times  the 
strength  required.  The  resulting  hquid  is  not  too  thick  to  be  easily 
manipulated.  It  may  be  used  on  wood- work  as  a  whitewash,  and  it 
may  be  spread  as  a  thin  layer  over  the  soil  which  has  been  infected. 

The  2  per  cent,  solution  of  pure  carbolic  acid  should  be  used  when- 
ever No.  2  may  act  injuriously  by  virtue  of  the  sulphuric  acid  which 
it  contains. 

In  general  we  recommend  the  use  of  No.  2  or  No.  3  as  often  as  it 
may  seem  necessary.  It  should  be  dashed  upon  the  infected  pens, 
troughs,  tools,  and  over  the  infected  soil.  When  there  is  no  oDJec- 
tion  to  lime  this  may  be  used  on  the  soil,  as  it  is  equally  efficient. 
The  discharges  should  be  covered  with  powdered  or  slaked  lime,  and 
this  should  be  thrown  in  abundance  into  jpools,  or  wherever  water 
stagnates.  In  the  case  of  troughs  for  feed,  iron  tools,  etc.,  which  are 
liable  to  injury,  the  disinfectant  should  be  washed  away  with  boiling 
water  if  this  is  at  hand.  Boiling  water  will  destroy  hog  cholera 
germs  by  simple  contact,  and  the  disinfection  will  thus  be  made  more 
complete.  Shoes  may  be  disinfected  by  rubbing  them  with  solution 
No.  4. 

It  must  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  that  no  manure  from  sick  pigs 
should  be  removed  until  it  has  been  treated  with  disinfectants.  The 
cleaning  must  be  done  after  disinfection  and  not  before,  to  prevent 
the  dissemination  of  living  virus. 

The  agency  of  mice  and  rats  in  transporting  virus  will  depend  upon 
the  promptness  and  thoroughness  with  which  disinfection  and  cleanli- 
ness are  practiced.  Mice  are  more  dangerous  than  rats,  in  so  far  as 
they  may  take  the  disease  by  feeding.  Flies  can  only  carry  such 
small  quantities  of  the  virus  that  they  are  not  likely  to  prove  danger- 
ous if  disinfection  and  cleaning  of  feed  troughs  is  attended  to. 

If  these  measures  are  carefully  carried  out  the  disease  may  either  be 
checked  or  else  mild  cases  only  will  appear,  owing  to  the  small  quan- 
tity of  poison  which  the  animals  are  likely  to  consume  with  the  food. 

The  epizootic  may  be  terminated  by  the  destruction  of  most  of  the 
herd.  This  unfortunately  is  usually  the  case.  What  precautions 
must  be  taken  to  prevent  subsequent  outbreaks? 

If  only  a  few  animals  remain  it  is  best  to  slaughter  thena,  as  they 
are  likely  to  suffer  with  the  disease  in  a  mild  form  and  continue  to 
infect  the  premises.  If  no  more  animals  remain,  there  should  be  a 
final  thorough  disinfection  and  subsequent  cleaning  of  the  whole  ex- 
posed territory,  including  every  nook  or  comer  where  the  disease  has 
existed.  This  should  be  done  with  solution  No.  2  or  No.  3,  as  di- 
rected, used  as  freely  as  possible.  After  one  or  two  days  the  ground 
may  be  covered  with  a  thin  layer,  one-eighth  inch  or  more,  of  slaked 
lime  in  the  strength  above  given  and  left  undisturbed.  If  there  is 
no  objection  to  whitewash  this  may  be  applied  to  infected  wood- work 
as  an  additional  safeguard.  Even  after  this  thorough  treatment  it 
is  best  not  to  place  any  fresh  pigs  on  the  premises  for  at  least  four 
months  after  the  final  disinfection.    When  animals  still  remain  that 
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tave  been  exposed  and  have  not  taken  the  disease,  no  fresh  animals  ' 
should  be  introduced  for  at  least  six  months  after  the  termination  of 
the  outbreak.     The  disinfection  must  have  been  equally  thorough. 

There  are  often  conditions  which  make  it  necessary  in  certain 
kinds  of  business*  to  immediately  introduce  fresh  pigs  upon  a  place 
which  has  been  infected  with  hog  cholera.  In  sucn  cases,  the  de- 
struction of  all  remaining  animals  and  the  thorough  disinfection  of 
the  premises  are  the  only  things  to  be  relied  upon  to  prevent  a  fresh 
outbreak. 

After  all  this  trouble  has  been  taken,  there  is  still  remaining  the 
danger  of  a  fresh  introduction  of  the  disease,  and  we  would  there- 
fore again  call  attention  to  the  rules  for  prevention  which  are  given 
above.  These,  after  all,  must  be  considered  as  most  important.  It 
is  much  easier  to  keep  the  disease  away  than  to  eradicate  it  after 
it  has  been  introduced,  without  great  loss  of  time  and  money.  We 
would  also  suggest  that  in  those-  regions  where  the  danger  from  hog 
cholera  epizootics  is  always  present,  the  methods  of  keeping  hogs  be 
simplified  in  such  a  way  that  disinfection  may  be  practiced  with- 
out too  much  labor  and  uncertainty  as  to  the  results.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  visit  a  few  farms,  to  be  convinced  of  the  difficulty  that 
may  be  met  with  in  endeavoring  to  eradicate  the  disease.  The  hogs 
are  allowed  to  stray  into  the  most  out-of-the-way  places  when  sicK, 
instead  of  being  kept  in  inclosures  of  definite  form  and  size,  which 
are  readily  accessible.  The  poison  is  thus  scattered  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  disinfection  impossible.  It  is  certainly  not  necessary  in 
raising  pigs  to  allow  them  to  stray  into  arbors,  behind  hedges,  hide 
themselves  under  barns  and  out-houses.  In  some  farms  which  we 
have  visited,  and  which  were  said  to  be  affected  with  hog  diseases 
most  of  the  year,  there  seemeil  to  be  no  places  about  the  house  or  * 
garden  where  pigs  did  not  go.  Under  such  circumstances  disin- 
fection is  quite  impossible.  The  pens  and  other  wooden  struct- 
ures, fences,  etc.,  are  also  apt  to  be  m  a  very  dilapidated  condition, 
so  that  cleaning  is  very  much  complicated.  Even  under  such  circum- 
stances the  germs  will  finally  pensh  without  disinfection  if  enough 
time  be^  given,  since  they  gradually  die  in  the  soil  and  water,  as  our 
experiments  have  shown.  A  period  of  from  six  to  nine  months  after 
all  animals  have  been  removed  will  be,  in  general,  sufficient  to  purify 
the  soil  of  these  disease  germs.  In  fact,  the  natural  spontaneous  dis- 
infection is  very  likely  accomplished  in  many  cases  in  from  three  to 
four  months,  but  it  would  not  be  safe  to  rely  upon  this. 

TREATMENT  OF  HOQ  CHOLERA. 

Upon  this  subject  very  little  should  be  said,  for  the  reason  that 
diseased  animals  are  a  sotirce  of  poison  and  a  menace  to  healthy  ani- 
mals, and  should  be  destroyed.  Moreover,  treatment  is  exceedingly 
unsatisfactory,  as  the  disease  either  terminates  fatally,  whatever  rem- 
edies are  used,  or  makes  the  animal  useless  if  it  should  recover.  We 
therefore  urgently  recommend  slaughter  of  the  sick  and  thorough 
disinfection  as  the  safest  and  most  economical  treatment  in  the  end. 

Treatment,  however,  is  resorted  to  by  a  large  number  of  owners 
of  swine.  The  number  of  specifics,  so  called,  which  are  being  adver- 
tised is  legion.  We  have  tried  some  of  the  best  recommended  and 
found  them  of  no  avail.  Nor  is  there  any  "  specific  "  known  in  the 
range  of  veterinary  or  human  medicine  that  will  cure  diphtheritic 
and  ulcerative  disease  of  the  large  bowels  except  time,  combined  with 
careful  dieting,  rest,  and  a  few  palliatives  to  relieve  pain.    It  is  im- 
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possible  to  carry  out  tMs  treatment  on  swine.  The  success  frequently 
reported  with  specifics  in  hog  cholera  is  very  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  treatment  is  usually  adopted  when  the  acute  outbreak  is  over 
and  the  plague  has  assumed  a  chronic  character.  The  affected  swine 
linger  for  a  time  with  very  slight  svmptoms  of  disease,  and  this  change 
is  credited  to  the  ** specific"  employed. 

Remembering  that  the  severest  mjury  is  doi^e  to  the  walls  of  the 
large  intestines  in  this  disease,  we  regarded  it  important  to  determine 
what  medicine  would  give  a  prompt  and  copious  evacuation  of  the 
bowels  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  disease.  V  arious  medicines  were 
tried  by  Dr.  Kilbome,  at  the  Experiment  Station,  among  others  the 
following: 

(1)  Calomel  and  jaZop.— February  20, 1888.  to  No.  408,  80  grains  calomel;  No.  467, 
38  grains  jalap;  No.  468,  80  grains  each  of  calomel  and  jalap.  February  21,  same 
dose  given  again  to  Nos.  468  and  468.    No  result. 

(2)  CatoirieJ.— March  7,  to  Nos.  441  and  442,  each  1  dram  of  dry  calomel.  March 
8,  to  441,  same  dose  mixed  with  castor-oil;  to  442,  about  li  drams  with  castor-oil. 

Result:  No.  441  was  freelv  purged  after  Eecond  dose,  continuing  for  twenty  to 
twenty-three  hours.  No.  442  was  freely  purged  after  sixteen  hours,  continning 
sixteen  to  twenty  hours,  when  it  died.  At  autopsy  were  found  intense  inflamma- 
tion of  stomach ;  superficial  necrosis  of  the  mucosa  of  lar^  intestine,  with  deep  red- 
dening resembling  hog  cholera.  No  bacteria  f oimd  in  ciStures  from  spleen.  This 
inflammation  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  calomel. 

(8)  Calomel, — March  8,  Nos.  463  and  468  received  each  1  dram  of  calomel  in  2  drams 
of  castor-oil.  No.  468  was  purged  freely  in  twenty  hours,  continuing  thirty-six 
hours.    No.  468  was  purged  m  sixteen  hours,  and  made  ill  for  several  days. 

(4)  Epsom  salts,— lSo9,  403  and  405  (weight,  60  pounds)  received  each  1  ounce. 
Bowels  slightly  relaxed  for  one  or  two  passages.  Nos.  339  and  377  (weight,  50 
pounds)  received  each  2  ounces  in  water.  No.  339  was  purged  and  made  slightly  ill. 
No  effect  on  877. 

(5)  Barhadoes  aloes.— "Soe.  402  and  404  (weight,  50  pounds)  received  half  a  dram 
each.  No  effect.  Nos.  872  and  880  (weight,  65  pounds)  received  each  2  drams, 
mixed  in  molasses.  No  effect.  The  same  animals,  five  days  later,  received  each  4 
drams  with  molasses.    No  effect,  except  discoloration  of  feces. 

(6)  Castor  oil  and  turpentine, — Nos.  887  and  388  (weight.  50  to  60  pounds)  received 
each  li  ounces  castor-oil  and  one-sixth  ounce  tiurpentine.  No  effect.  No.  887  re- 
ceived, five  days  later,  2i  ounces  oil  and  one-sixth  ounce  turpentine.  No.  388  re- 
ceived, five  days  later,  2^  ounces  oil  and  one-third  ounce  turpentine.    No  effect. 

(7)  Linseed  oil  and  turpentine, — Nos.  883  and  399  (weight,  50  to  60  pounds)  received 
each  2i  ounces  oil  and  one-sixth  ounce  turpentine.  No  effect.  rTo.  388  received, 
five  days  later,  4  oiuices  oil  and  one-sixth  oxmce  turj)entine.  No.  899  received,  five 
davs  later,  4  oimces  oil  and  one-third  ounce  turpentine.  Both  were  made  sick  for 
a  day  or  two.    No  catharsis. 

These  trials  show  how  difficult  it  is  to  cause  movement  of  the  large 
bowels  in  swine,  and  they  also  suggest  that  this  very  sluggishness  may 
make  them  susceptible  to  inflammation  and  ulcerations  such  as  we 
find  in  hog  cholera  and  frequently  in  swine  plague. 

It  was  our  intention  to  obtain  a  cathartic  whicn  would  freely  purge 
without  causing  any  inflammation  or  irritation  of  the  large  intestine. 
Of  those  tried,  calomel  is  the  only  available  one.  This  must  be  care- 
fully given,  as  it  may  produce  the  very  inflammation  which  it  is  de- 
signed to  check,  and  destroy  life,  as  was  actually  done  in  the  second 
experiment. 

Concerning  calomel,  EUenberger*  says: 

Calomel  (in  combination  with  castor-oil)  is  esjjecially  serviceable  with  swine;  with 
larger  animals  when  the  contents  of  the  intestinal  canal  are  to  be  disinfected  and 
in  inflammatory  fevers.    It  should  be  given  to  ruminants  with  the  greatest  caution. 

It  was  our  purpose  to  try  calomel  after  having  made  these  trials 
upon  healthy  animals,  when  the  disease  died  out  at  the  Experiment 
Station  and  further  investigations  had  to  be  postponed. 

*  Lehrbuch  d.  aUgemeinen  Therapie  d.  Haussdugetfwere,  1886,  p.  656. 
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If  the  large  intestine  has  been  promptly  evacuated  the  next  im- 
portant ^tep  is  to  give  only  that  food  which  leaves  but  little  irritat- 
mg  waste  to  pass  into  the  large  bowel,  such  as  milk  and  gruels.  In 
short,  it  is  best  to  use  only  boiled  or  scalded  food  so  as  to  help  the 
process  of  digestion  as  much  as  possible.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
repeat  the  dose  of  calomel  after  a  few  days.  As  to  this  mode  of 
treatment  our  experience  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  any  positive 
statements,  and  it  is  simply  suggested  to  those  who  wish  to  run  the 
risk  of  treating  this  disease. 

There  is  another  line  of  preventive  and  curative  treatment  which 
may  prove  valuable  in  the  future,  namely,  the  feeding  of  substances 
with  the  daily  food  which,  while  not  injurious  to  the  animal  itself, 
may  keftp  in  check  the  multiplication  of  the  virus  in  the  intestine  by 
an  antiseptic  action.  It  is  very  important,  however,  to  bear  in  mind 
that  a  large  number  of  those  medicines  which  act  as  disinfectants 
and  antiseptics  are  likewise  injurious  or  even  poisonous  to  the  ani- 
mal itself.  A  too  abundant  feeding  of  such  material,  while  it  may 
reduce  the  mortality  and  lessen  the  severity  of  the  disease  in  the 
sick,  is  liable  to  cause  injury  to  liver,  kianeys,  and  other  vital 
organs  whereby  the  nutrition  of  the  animal  may  be  permanently  in- 
jured. Such  medicines,  when  carelessly  given  to  healthy  animals 
as  preventives,  may  irritate  the  large  bowel  sufficiently  to  reduce 
its  vitality  and  power  of  resistance  when  the  disease  actually  appears. 
The  proper  medicine  to  feed  must  therefore  be  selected  witn  care, 
and  we  trust  that  experiments  to  this  effect  may  be  carried  on  at  the 
Experiment  Station  at  an  early  date. 

There  is  another  line  of  treatment  which  demands  attention,  namely, 
the  introduction  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  some  disinfectant  into  the 
body  to  be  absorbed,  and  thus  to  make  the  whole  body  oppose  the 
multiplication  of  bacteria.  Koch  tried  this  method  by  injecting 
mercuric  chloride  into  jguinea-pigs  and  afterwards  inoculating  them 
with  anthrax  bacilli.    The  animals  all  took  the  disease  and  died. 

At  the  laboratory  of  the  Bureau  mercuric  iodide,  a  still  more  pow- 
erful disinfectant,  was  tried  upon  rabbits.  A  solution  was  prepared 
containing  ,001  gram  mercuric  iodide  and  .002  gram  potassic  iodide 
in  a  cubic  centimeter.  Qf  this  .6  cubic  centimeter  was  injected  be- 
neath the  skin  of  the  back  of  four  rabbits  (Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4)  for 
eight  successive  days.  On  the  third  day  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  and  a  fresh 
rabbit  (check),  No.  5,  received  hypodermically  into  the  inner  surf  ace 
of  the  thigh  i  cubic  centimeter  of  liquid  containing  .000001  cubic 
centimeter  of  a  beef -infusion  culture  of  hog  cholera  bacteria  one  day 
old.  All  the  inoculated  rabbits  died,  the  dates  being  ^ven  in  the 
appended  table.  Rabbit  No.  4,  which  had  received  the  iodide  only, 
to  observe  any  poisonous  effect,  remained  well.  The  lesions  were 
those  of  hog  cholera  and  the  specific  bacteria  were  present  in  the  spleen. 
The  total  amount  of  the  iodide  given  was  .004  gram,  about  one- 
sixteenth  grain. 


Rabbit  No. 
(welghlQK 
each  about 
2  pound*)— 

1 
2 
8 
4 

5 

.0005  eram  mercuric  iodide 
daily. 

Inoculated  with 

.000001  a  c. 

liquid-culture 

hog-cholera 

bacteria. 

Remarl:s. 

June  22  to  29,  inclusive  . . . 

do 

do 

do 

Jime  24 

Died  June  30. 
Died  July  8. 
Died  July  0. 

Died  July  8. 

.  do 

...do 

June  84 
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At  the  same  time  healthy  pigs  were  fed  with  the  same  substance 
in  minute  doses  to  tibserve  any  toxic  effect  that  might  appear. 
These  experiments  were  likewise  interrupted  in  their  application  by 
the  disappearance  of  the  disease  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  While 
we  therefore  recommend,  in  general,  the  use  of  a  purgative,  such  as 
calomel,  in  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  and  caretul  feeding  subse- 
quently, we  have  as  yet  no  actual  experimental  evidence  that  such 
treatment  will  be  of  any  avail,  owing  to  the  frequent  interruptions 
of  the  work. 

HOG  CHOLERA  IN  SWEDEN  AND  DENMARK. 

In  the  fall  of  1887  a  disease  closely  resembling  hog  cholera  ap- 
peared in  Sweden  among  swine,  whicn  rapidly  spread  from  place  to 
place,  showing  itself  very  fatal,  and  causing  alarm  and  consterna- 
tion among  the  agricultural  population.  The  disease  invaded  the 
territory  of  Denmark,  where  stringent  measures  were  adopted  to 
prevent  its  further  spread.  The  following  communication,  received 
by  the  Department  of  State  from  our  consul  at  Copenhagen  and 
kindly  forwarded,  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  measures  employed  by 
the  authorities  to  checK  the  epizootic.  After  giving  briefly  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  and  the  lesions  caused  thereby,  Mr.^H.  B.  Kyder 
continues  as  follows  : 

The  very  prompt  and  stringent  measures  taken  by  fhe  Danish  Government,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  wiU  be  the  means  of  localizing  as  well  as  of  effectually  stamping  out 
this  malignant  pest.  For  example,  circulars  have  been  sent  from  the  home  de- 
partment to  all  the  sheriffs  throughout  the  King<1om,  instructing  them  to  make 
publicly  known  that  all  persons  who,  within  the  last  two  months,  may  have  pur- 
chased hogs  or  yoxmg  pigs  from  Copenhagen  or  in  its  A^cinity  should  immediately 
give  notice  thereof  so  tluit  their  entire  herds  might  be  submitted  to  veterinary  in- 
spection. Furthermore,  an  ordinance  has  been  issued  strictly  prohibiting  all  trans- 
port of  live  hogs  or  yoimg  pigs  from  one  district  to  the  other,  and  that  no  removal 
of  the  animals  shalj.  be  made  from  their  present  dwellings,  excepting  bv  special 
permission  for  the  purpose  of  immediate  slaughter ;  and,  lastly,  power  nas  been 
given  to  all  the  police  authorities,  on  any  suspicion  of  disease,  to  order  the  imme- 
diate slaughter  of  fhe  animals,  and  a  post-niartem  examination  of  tlie  carcass  to  be 
made  by  the  veterinary  officials  ;  and  on  the  appearance  of  the  disease  in  any  lo- 
cality mider  their  iurisdiction  to  order  the  immediate  slaughter  of  a  part  or  the 
entire  herd  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

It  is  thus  to  be  hoped  that  by  these  measures  further  spread  of  the  disease  may 
be  arrested.  It  is,  however,  much  to  be  feared  that,  in  addition  to  the  losses  en- 
tailed upon  the  Kingdom  in  the  destruction  of  animals  in  the  course  of  the  disease, 
the  sorely  tried  farmers  in  these  days  of  agricultural  depression  will  also  be  sub- 
jected to  material  loss  in  a  diminished  sale  to  foreign  countries  of  their  swine 
products.  An  order  has  already  been  issued  by  the  German  Federal  Coimeil  pro- 
hibiting all  importation  into  the  German  Empire  of  swine,  pork,  and  sausages  from 
Sweden,  Norway,  and  Denmark,  which  will  be  most  seriously  felt  by  the  agricult- 
ural interests,  as  the  exports  of  live  hogs  and  yoimg  pigs  are  almost  entirely  di- 
rected to  Germany,  whilst  the  exports  of  pork  and  hams  are  mainly  forwarded  to 
Great  Britain,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  tables,  namely  : 


Live  hogs  and  pigs  to— 

1881-^* 

1885.* 

1881-^85.* 

1886.» 

Germany head.. 

Norway do... 

Great  Britain do... 

Holland do  . 

276,166 
6,844 
2,895 
1,213 

192,278 

4,704 

128 

'  Great  Britain...  pounds.. 

Germany do 

Sweden do — 

Norway do 

12.550,000 
2,1*30,000 
3,970,000 
1,200,000 

20.240.000 

7,180,000 

3,080,000 

700,000 

•Average. 

From  tho  foregoing  figures  full  evidence  is  afforded  that  whilst  the  exports  of 
live  stock  have  met  with  considerabie  decline  in  the  latter  years,  a  great  mcrease 
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has  taken  place  in  the  exports  of  swine  products,  due  to  the  lar/^e  number  of 
slaughter  and  salting  establishments  which  have  been  erected  in  this  country'  for 
the  (ievelopment  of  the  pcwrk,  bacon,  and  ham  trade  with  England,  and  thus  the 
loss  to  the  agricultural  interests  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not  be  quite  so  severely  felt  as 
would  have  been  the  case  in  former  years  under,  similar  unfortunate  conditions,  and 
it  is  scarcely  to  be  feared  thaf  England  will  likewise  place  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  free  imports  of  the  products  into  her  ports ;  for  inasmuch  as  the  imports  of 
swine  into  (ireat  Britain  from  this  country  nave  for  some  time  only  been  admitted 
in  slaughtered  condition,  and  setting  apart  the  facts  that  swine  in  mature  stage  for 
slaughter  are  far  less  exposed  to  this  disease  than  young  pi^,  there  will  be  found 
at  the  same  time,  under  the  close  inspection  which  has  been  introduced  throughout 
the  Kingdom,  and  the  energetic  steps  taken  by  the  authorities  in  all  cases  of  sus- 
picion, an  almost  certain  probability  that  no  pork  from  a  diseased  animal  can  possi- 
bly be  exported.  The  sale  of  swine  products  for  home  consumption  plays  likewise 
a  very  important  part ;  and  it  is  here  a^ain'to  be  feared  that  restricted  sales  will  be 
sensibly  felt  until  the  temporary  scare  m  partaking  of  swine  flesh  has  had  time  to 
subside. 

In  order  that  the  energetic  measures  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  stamping 
out  of  the  plague  maj[  oe  crowned  with  full  success  it  will  be  necessary  that  the 
agriculturists  should  give  at  the  same  time  a  loyal  support  to  the  issued  instructions, 
and  work  hand  in  hand  with  the  authorities.  He  who  may  delay  in  reporting  or 
may  attempt  to  conceal  any  disease  or  suspicion  of  disease  that  may  show  itself  at 
his  place  will  simply  be  committing  a  crime  against  the  class  to  which  he  belongs ; 
and  honesty  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  cases  will  be  found  the  best  policy ;  ror 
whereas  he  who  rei)orts  the  breaking  out  of  disease  amongst  his  flock  will  receive 
two-thirds  of  the  value  of  ihe  slaughtered  diseased  animalff,  and  full  compensation 
for  the  slaughtered  sound  ones,  the  dishonest  party  will  incur  not  only  risk  of 
confiscation  of  the  diseased  meat  offered  by  him  for  sale,  but  will  also  render  him- 
self liable  to  heavy  flnes.  The  closing  of  Grermany  to  the  importation  of  these 
products  undoubtedly  can  not  fail  to  entail  severe  loss  upon  the  agricultural  classes ; 
but  if  success  can  only  attend  the  stringent  measures  adopted  for  preventing  the 
further  spread  of  the  disease,  it  must  be  hoped  the  prohibition  will  be  of  short  dura- 
tion, and  that  agricultural  interests  will  soon  recover  from  the  blow  ;  but  should 
the  devastating  plague  on  the  other  hand  spread  over  the  whole  Kingdom,  it  will 
be  nothing  short  of  a  national  calamity,  the  destructive  effects  of  which  will  long 
be  felt,  as  will  easily  be  understood  from  the  following  table  of  the  number  of  hogs 
and  young  pigs  to  he  found  in  the  Kingdom  under  census  of  18il,«viz : 


Hogs. 

Young  pjgs. 

In  ih^  ^^^nA^ 

head.. 

286,817 
948,100 

899,884 

In  Jntland 

do.... 

884,707 

do- . . . 

Total 

687,417 

787,691 

Great  responsibility  will  thus  rest  not  only  upon  the  veterinary  and  police  author- 
ities, but  also  upon  the  agriculturists,  in  devoting  all  possible  energy  in  their  mutual 
exertions  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of  this  dreaded  evil. 

The  disease  is  supposed  to  have  been  introduced  into  Sweden 
by  boars  imported  from  England  for  breeding  purposes.  Thence 
it  was  carried  to  Denmark,*  in  which  country  it  first  appeared  on 
the  dumping  grounds  near  Copenhagen,  on  which  numbers  of  swill- 
fed  pigs  were  Kept. 

Chiefly  yoiing  pigs  up  to  the  age  of  four  months  were  attacked,  the  period  of  in- 
cubation lasting  from  five  to  twenty  days.  The  infected  animals  refused  food 
and  were  at  first  constipated.  Later  on  diarrhea  set  in,  characterized  by  the  dis- 
charge of  yellow  putria  masses,  frequently  mixed  with  blood.  The  temperature 
often  rose  to  105**  and  107.5*'  F.  The  animals  were  indifferent  to  surrounding. 
Tail  and  head  drooping.  Conjunctiva  reddened,  frequentlv  glued  together  with 
dried-up  mucus.  Respiration  in  many  cases  Quickened  and  labored.  Occasionally 
a  muco-purulent  discharge  from  the  hose.     Not  infrequently  reddening  in  patches 

*  Schtitz :  Die  Schweinepest  in  LHXnemark,  Arch,  /.  toiss,  u,  prakt,  ThierheiUcunde, 
XIV,  1888,  p.  376. 
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was  observed  on  the  ears,  snout,  abdomen,  about  the  anus  and  inner  sides  of  thighs. 
The  animals  became  very  weak  ;  posterior  part  of  body  swayed  in  moving  about 
They  concealed  themselves  in  the  oedding,  and  finally  were  imable  to  rise.  Death 
followed  insensibility  and  convulsions. 

A  characteristic  sign  of  this  plague  were  diphtheritic  changes  on  the  apex,  sides, 
and  under  surface  of  the  tongue,  as  well  as  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  tne  cheeks, 
hard  and  soft  i>alate,  and  the  tonsils.  On  these  parts  grayish-white  or  yellowish 
opaque  patches  appeared,which  were  sharply  defined,  and  were  converted  later  into 
Ulcers  by  removal  of  the  slough. 

In  one  herd  the  teats  of  several  sows  were  affected  with  dark-gray,  sloughing 
sores,  with  inflammation  of  the  udders.  These  were  infected  from  the  diphtheritic 
sores  in  the  mouths  of  the  sucking  pigs.  In  Denmark  the  disease  was  first  recog- 
nized in  this  way.  The  acute  disease  lasted  from  five  to  eight  days,  but  sometimes 
death  occurred  sooner  than  this. 

The  disease  appeared  in  Denmark  in  September.  In  December  the  plague  took 
on  a  more  chronic  character  and  became  less  infectious.  The  infected  animals  fre- 
quently showed  no  indications  of  disease,  only  they  were  smaller  and  thinner  than 
others  of  the  same  aee.  There  was  occasionally  coughing  and  diarrhea.  Some  re- 
covered; others  perished  by  a  gradual  wasting  away.  The  po8f-mor<6m  appearances 
were  very  characteristic.  The  large  intestine  was  attacked  in  every  animal,  and  in 
acute  cases  the  small  intestine  and  stomach  likewise  were  reddened  and  swollen,  and 
the  surface  in  part  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of  a  grayish-white  or  gravish-yellow 
soft  mass,  which  consisted  of  fibrin.  This  same  layer  was  very  thick  m  the  large 
intestine,  easily  lifted  away  in  toto  in  some  places;  in  others  the  attachment  was 
firmer  (diphtheritic).  In  other  acute  cases  there  was  simply  reddening  and  swelling 
of  the  mucosa  of  stomach  and  small  intestine,  and  diphtheritic  changes  in  the  large 
intestine,  the  fibrinous  exudate  being  absent.  Moreover,  the  follicles,  Peyer's 
patches,  and  mesenteric  glands  were  always  tumefied. 

The  seat  of  the  diphtheritic  process  was  the  whole  large  intestine,  more  especially 
the  caecum.  The  folUcles  and  Peyer*s  patches  were  nearly  always  affectea.  The 
ulcers  appeared  when  the  slough  had  come  away.  In  the  place  of  the  follicles  but- 
ton-like sloughs  were  formed,  which  ^adually  invaded  the  whole  thickness  of  the 
wall,  spread  laterally,  and  ran  together  mto  larger  patches.  The  wall,  thus  converted 
into  a  cheesy  mass,  was  frequently  one-fifth  to  two-fifths  of  an  inch  thick,  on  the 
surface  irregular,  colored  yellow,  brown,  or  green.  Hemorrhage;  due  to  the  ulcer- 
ation, was  observed  in  one  case. 

In  many  animals  the  lun^  were  liealthy.  In  some  a  muco-purulent  catarrh  of 
the  bronclii  was  present,  which  caused  atelectasis  in  one  or  more  places  with  young 
and  weak  animals.  Usually  the  ventral  and  anterior  lobes  were  affected.  In  the 
diseased  lobes  homogeneous,  cheesy  masses  appeared  later,  sometimes  as  large  as  a 
walnut.  These  masses  led  subsequently  to  inflammation  and  adhesion  of  the  pleura 
to  chest-wall,  pericardium,  etc.  The  spleen  was  not  changed  as  a  rule.  In  a  few 
cases  only  it  was  somewhat  enlarged,  soft,  dark  red. 

When  we  compare  these  lesions  with  those  found  in  onr  country 
we  observe  the  absence  of  hemorrhagic  lesions  and  enlargement  of 
the  spleen  and  the  presence  of  more  marked  exudative  and  diphther- 
itic changes  in  the  large  intestine.  In  numerous  sections  of  ulcerative 
changes  we  have  not  observed  any  relation  between  these  and  the 
follicles.  The  lung  lesions  corresipond  closely.  Whether  they  are 
due  to  the  disease  or  not  must  be  left  undecided.  We  have  frequently 
seen  caseous  changes  in  the  lungs  of  animals  free  from  infection, 
and  thejr  are,  perhaps,  due  to  collapse,  broncho-pneumonia,  and  sub- 
seauent  interference  of  the  circulation  rather  than  to  the  direct  action 
of  Dacteria. 

The  specific  bacteria  which  are  the  cause  of  the  swine  disease  are 
described  briefly  by  Selander,*  and  according  to  his  description 
they  closely  resemble  hog  cholera  bacteria  in  form,  motility,  growth 
in  gelatine,  and  appearance  in  tissue.  Their  growth  on  potato  is  said 
to  resemble  that  of  the  bacilli  of  typhoid  fever  in  man.  and  thus  to 
differ  from  hog  cholera  bacilli,  f    Their  effects  on  the  lower  animals 

* Centrablatt  f.  Bakteriologie,  etc.,  1888,  i,  362. 

t  The  chemical  reaction  of  the  potato  surface,  which  varies  considerably,  fre- 
quently determines  the  nature  of  the  growth.  Cultures  of  hog  cholera  bacilli  on  po- 
tato scarcely  visible  may  be  made  very  vigorous  by  Tni^iriTig  the  potato  alkaline. 

Digitized  by  VjOUV  l€ 


BX7BEAU   OP  ANIMAL  Iin)USTRY.  I7l 

correspond  also,  although  the  descriptions  are  too  brief  for  careful 
comparison.  There  is  no  mention  or  the  coagulation  necrosis,  found 
constantly  in  the  liver  of  rahbits  inoculated  with  American  hog  chol- 
era. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  (1888),  Dr.  John  Lundgren, 
professor  of  veterinary  medicine  in  the  University  of  Stockholm,  was 
sent  by  the  Swedish  Government  to  studv  swme  diseases  in  this 
country.  He  spent  several  weeks  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Bureau, 
studying  the  bacilli  of  hog  cholera.  A  culture  of  the  swine  pest  ba- 
cilli from  the  Swedish  epizootic  was  at  that  time  subjected  to  a  care- 
ful examination. 

In  gelatine  the  swine  pest  germ  grows  in  general  like  hog  cholera 
bacilli.  On  the  surface  of  the  gelatine  the  growth  is  very  thm,  trans- 
lucent, of  a  pearly  luster,  and  spreads  more  rapidly  than  the  hog  chol- 
era growth.  On  agar-agar  the  growth  is  more  abundant  ana  more 
rapid.  Beef  infusion,  with  or  without  peptone,  is  converted  into  a 
very  turbid  liquid  within  twenty-four  hours  at  95"  F.,  while  hog 
cholera  cultures  are  barely  opalescent  at  that  time,  and  remain  so. 
Two  mice  were  inoculated  from  an  agar-agar  culture  of  the  Swedish 

germ  under  the  skin  of  the  barck.  Both  were  slightly  ill  next  day. 
>n  the  second  day  one  was  found  dead.  The  cultures  from  it  remained 
sterile.  It  probably  died  from  some  other  cause.  The  second  mouse 
remained  well.  On  a  rabbit  the  effect  was  equally  negative.  No  rab- 
bit survives  inoculation  with  hog  cholera  bacteria. 

The  effect  of  both  germs  on  pigs  was  next  tried.  Two  Erlenmeyer 
flasks,  containing  eacn  about  300  cubic  centimeters  (two-fifths  pint)  of 
sterile  bouillon,  were  inoculated,  -one  with  the  American,  the  otner 
with  the  Swedish  germ,  and  placed  in  the  thermostat  at  95°  F.  On  the 
following  day  both  flasks  were  clouded;  the  Swedish  culture  was  cov- 
ered by  an  iridescent,  very  thin  membrane.  A  comparative  micro- 
scopic examination  showed  the  Swedish  bacteria  to  be  nearly  twice  as 
large  as  the  American ;  their  movement  was  far  less  active  than  that 
of  the  latter. 

On  the  same  day  two  pigs,  starved  for  about  twenty-four  hours, 
were  fed  with  these  cultures  by  drenching,  i.  e.,  the  liq^uid  was  poured 
into  the  mouth  so  that  none  was  lost.  The  pig  fed  with  the  Swedish 
culture  showed  no  signs  of  disease  at  any  time  after.  The  other  pig, 
on  the  fourth  day,  had  a  very  liquid  diarrhea,  and  was  found  dead 
the  next  morning.  On  examination,  the  spleen  was  found  gorged 
with  blood,  but  only  slightly  enlarged.  Mesenteric  glands  enlarged 
and  reddened.  Stomach  and  ileum  intensely  inflamed  (enteritis); 
grayish  masses  (diphtheritic)  attached  in  patches.  The  ileum  was 
mvaginat^  and  projepted  for  2^  inches  into  the  caecum;  mucosa  of 
this  portion  necrosed;  walls  infiltrated,  thickened,  and  ecchymosed. 
In  the  caecum  the  mucosa  was  covered  by  a  very  thin  slough.  In  the 
colon  the  membrane  was  deeply  reddened,  covered  by  a  catarrhal  exu- 
date and  dotted  with  numerous  very  minute  ulcers.  Heart  and  lungs 
normal.  Roll  cultures  in  gelatine,  as  well  as  liqjii<i  cultures  from  the 
spleen,  contained  only  hog  cholera  bacteria.  The  invagination  was 
very  likely  the  result  of  the  violent  inflammation. 

'lliese  comparative  experiments  show  that  the  two  germs,  though 
very  much  alike  in  appearance,  were  quite  different  with  reference 
to  their  pathogenic  effect.  Professor  Lundgren  was  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  he  had  taken  the  wrong  culture  on  leaving  his  native 
country.  It  may  also  not  be  improbable  that  this  was  the  true  germ 
attenuated  on  the  way  hither.     As  no  communication  has  been  re- 
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ceived  from  him  since  his  visit  here,  the  question  must  remain  an 
open  one. 

FRANCE. 

Durinfip  the  summer  of  1887  a  disease  was  introduced  into  the  vicin- 
ity of  Marseilles  by  swine  from  Africa,  which  developed  into  an 
epizootic  of  a  very  fatal  character.  It  .caused  great  losses  in  the 
south  of  France,  and  at  the  time  scientific  men  were  sent  from  Paris 
bjr  the  Government  to  investigate  the  cause  and  suggest  a  remedy 
if  possible.  According  to  Eietsch,  Jobert,  and  Martinand  *  the  dis- 
ease is  chiefly  restricted  to  the  intestinal  tract,  lasting  from  ten  to 
twelve  days  after  the  first  symptoms  have  appeared.  Occasionally 
it  may  last  but  three  or  four  days,  or  be  prolonged  to  several  weeks, 
but  it  is  quite  invariably  fatal.  Sometimes  there  is  diarrhea,  some- 
times constipation }  the  fever  is  not  constant,  the  cough  very  rarely 
heard.  The  hind  Imibs  are  weak,  the  walk  tottering.  Appetite  often 
persists  to  the  end.  The  skin  may  become  reddened  m  spots,  es- 
pecially on  the  limbs  and  ears.  Pigs  over  a  year  old  are  much  less 
susceptible. 

At  the  autopsy  the  lungs,  liver,  kidneys,  and  spleen  are  usually 
found  unchanged,  and  the  disease  limited  to  the  digestive  tract.  The 
stomach  and  the  small  intestine  near  the  valve  are  ulcerated.  Ulcers 
are  present  in  the  large  intestine  on  the  valve,  in  the  caecum  and 
colon.  They  may  measure  3  to  4  inches  in  diameter.  In  animals 
affected  with  a  chronic  form  of  disease  there  may  be  ulcers  on  the 
inferior  surface  of  the  tongue  and  on  the  inner  aspect  of  the  lips. 
The  internal  organs  are  free  from  bacteria.  But  from  the  contents 
of  the  intestine  and  the  ulcers  a  motile  bacillus  was  obtained.  Mice 
are 'killed  in  ten  days  after  subcutaneous  inoculation  with  cultures 
of  this  organism.  Of  ten  adult  mice  fed  with  cultures  two  died  in 
fifteen  days.  Of  ten  young  mice  all  died  when  fed,  the  first  in  thirty 
hours  ;  the  others  in  fifteen  to  twenty-three  days.  Rabbits  are  but 
slightly  susceptible.  A  young  guinea-pig  fed  with  cultures  died 
twenty-two  days  later.     The  intestine  showed  characteristic  ulcers. 

Dr.  Rietsch  very  kindly  sent  to  the  Bureau  a  culture  of  the  germ 
which  he  found.  It  was  compared  with  the  American  hog  cholera 
germ  and  the  following  characters  determined: 

The  motile  bacilli  of  the  same  form  as  hog  cholera  bacilli,  but  larger, 
grow  far  more  abundantly  and  rapidly  in  beef  infusion.  A  tnin 
membrane  and  a  copious  deposit  are  produced  in  a  few  dOTS,  and  the 
liquid  becomes  very  turbid.  On  gelatine  the  colonies  differ  slightly 
from  those  of  hog  cholera.  The  surface  colonies  spread  in  thin 
iridescent  patches  from  2  to  5  millimeters  in  diameter.  In  tube 
cultures  the  isolated  deep  colonies  grow  to  about  one-third  milli- 
meter in  diameter.  On  the  surface  the  growth  is  rapid  and  spreads 
over  the  greater  part  of  that  which  is  available.  The  patch  pro- 
duced is  whitish,  uniform  in  thickness,  very  irregular  m  outRne, 
inclosing  round  spaces  of  uncovered  gelatine.  In  me  bottom  of  the 
fube  a  few  air  bubbles  appear.  On  potato  the  growth  forms  a  glis- 
tening, pale  yellow  patch  at  the  ordinary  temperature. 

Thus  they  resemble  the  Swedish  germs  very  closely,  differing  by 
so  much  from  hog  cholera  bacilli.  A  rabbit  and  two  mice  inoculated 
with  the  Marseilles  germ  remained  well.  Equally  so  a  pig  fed  with 
400  cubic  centimeters  (four-fifths  pint)  of  a  beef-infusion  peptone 
culture. 


*  Campt.  Bend.  Acad.  Scimces,  Jan.  28, 1888.  * 
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So  far  as  our  examination  of  the  Swedish  and  Marseilles  cultures 
have  gone,  it  has  shown  them  identical  both  as  regards  their  positive 
and  negative  characters.  They  differ  from  hog  cholera  bacteria 
enough  to  constitute  at  least  a  variety.  But  the  investigations  of 
French  savants  of  this  Marseilles  epizootic  differ  somewhat  as  to  the 
cause. 

Cornil  and  Chantemesse  *  described  a  disease  discovered  among 
swine  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris  which  they  consider  identical  with  the 
German  Schweineseuche  and  our  swine  plaj^e.  Subsequent  experi- 
ments t  to  determine  the  biological  properties  of  the  bacteria  causing 
the  disease  show  that  they  are  not  dealing  with  the  true  swine-plague 
germ  (certainly  not  as  we  have  observed  it  in  this  country),  but  with 
one  resembling  more  nearly  hog  cholera.  Their  researches  concern- 
ing vaccination  are  reported  to  have  been  successful  on  rabbits  and 
guinea-pigs,  but  since  that  time  nothing  has  been  published  concern- 
experiments,  on  pigs. 

While  Rietsch  and  Jobert  J  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Mar- 
seilles disease  resembles  hog  cholera  closely,  Cornil  and  Chantemesse 
regard  it  identical  with  swine  plague,  although  the  germ  they  de- 
scribe is  not  identical  with  the  swine  plague  germ,  as  studied  in  Ger- 
many and  in  the  United  States.  § 

It  is  interesting,  in  this  connection,  to  trace  the  march  of  infection 
in  the  south  of  France,  as  reported  to  the  French  Academy  by 
Fouque,||  as  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  ways  by  which  infectious 
diseases  may  be  scattered  broadcast  over  a  country : 

The  disease  did  not,  as  was  supposed,  appear  in  Marseilles  toward  the  end  of 
June,  but  in  the  month  of  April,  and  I  have  been  able  to  locate  three  entirely  dis- 
tinct centers  of  tlie  outbreak  due  to  the  same  cause — the  introduction  of  African 
Bwine.  These  three  centers  are  :  Tlie  village  of  CaillolSj  midway  between  Auba^ne 
and  Marseilles ;  the  village  of  Sainte  Marthe,  6  kilometers  northeast  of  MarseilieB, 
and  the  herds  of  the  Mediterranean  distilleries. 

(1)  From  the  10th  to  the  15th  of  April  a  breeder  of  Caillols  received  a  drove  of  black 
swine  from  the  province  of  Orans  (Algiers).  From  the  first  week  some  cases  of 
pneumonia  showed  themselves  among  the  last  animals.  The  disease  gained  rapidly, 
causing  many  deaths.    The  survivors  were  sold  on  the  4th  of  May  following. 

On  the  8th  of  June  the  same  piggeries  were  restocked,  partly  with  African  and 
partly  witli  Russian  swine.  Towards  the  end  of  the  month  there  were  cases  of 
pneumonia.^  The  Russian  swine  resisted  less  than  the  others.  August  16  the  pig- 
gery was  again  emptied.  Finally,  during  September,  the  third  attempt  was  made, 
exclusively  with  African  swine.  This  also  proved  a  failure.  The  survivors  were 
Bold  in  October. 

Durinfi^  this  time  the  disease  reached  the  neighboring  piggeries,  stocked  with  a 
mixed  Marseilles  breed.  Tlie  breeders  of  Caill^,  alarmeoby  the  ravages  of  an 
epizootic,  the  nature  and  cause  of  which  they  did  not  know,  decided  to  sell  out  at 
any  price.  The  neighboring  localities.  Saint  Marcel,  Saint  Loup,  San  Juan-du- 
D^ert,  etc.,  were  successively  infected.  Infection  was  spread  by  the  sales  and  ex- 
changes of  sick  and  suspected  animals,  by  means  of  trans|k>rtation  (carts  often 
used  m  common  by  sevem  establishments  soiled  by  the  dejections  of  the  sick,  and 

♦  CompL  Rend,  Acad,  Sciences,  1887,  cv,  p.  1281. 

fL.  c,  1888.,  cvi,  p.  612. 

IL.  c.,p.  1096. 

^In  a  recent  review  of  the  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  by  Duclaux 
(Ajnnalee  de  Tlnstitut  Pasteur,  July,  1888)  the  reviewer  regards  this  disease  as  iden- 
tical with  hog  cholera,  and  states  that  Cornil  and  Chantemesse  had  at  first  over- 
looked the  motility  of  the  germ  they  were  studying,  a  rather  unpardonable  bit  of 
cai^leesness. 

|L.  c,  p.670. 

If  The  writer  calls  the  disease  infectious  pneumonia  for  want  of  a  better  term,  al- 
though Rietsch  distinctly  states  the  intestmal  nature  of  the  malady.  Fouque  was 
no  doubt  led  astray  by  uie  early  misleading  notices  of  Cornil  and  Chantemesse. 
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afterward  used  to  transport  healthy  animalfl  and  their  feed),  and  also  by  the  lateral 
canal  of  Huveaime,  which  receives  at  certain  points  running  water  coming  from 
the  groimds  on  which  the  piggeries  are  located. 

At  the  beginning  of  September  all  the  valley  of  Huveaune,  from  Aubagne  as  far 
as  Marseilles,  was  mfected.  Diseased  pigs  from  this  region  we  meet  again  in  the 
market  of  Aubagne,  at  the  fair  of  September  21,  and  which  became  later  on  the 
most  active  agents  in  spreading  the  disease  in  the  departments. 

(2)  Toward  the  middle  of  the  month  of  August  the  disease  appeared  in  a  piggery 
in  Sainte  Marthe,  stocked  exclusively  with  African  swine.  These  animals  came 
directly  from  Oran  without  coming  in  contact  with  any  other  of  their  species. 
Several  days  later  one  of  the  largest  breeders  in  that  vicinity,  who  for  three  monUis 
had  not  brought  a  single  pig  to  his  establishment,  and  whose  piggery  was  at  least 
^0  feet  away  from  the  preceding  one,  sustained  a  considerable  loss,  especially  among 
tne  pigs  of  180  to  175  pounds. 

(3)  Finally,  on  the  25th  of  June,  sick  pigs  came  from  Oran  to  the  piggeries  of  the 
Mediterranean  distilleries.  There  were  very  soon  a  number  of  victims  of  pneumo- 
nia, not  only  in  the  distilleries  but  also  in  the  neighborhood,  where  there  were  from 
4,000  to  5,000  in  a  comparatively  small  territory.  A  great  many  of  the  sick  died ; 
the  others  were  auickly  sent  to  different  cities  to  be  deUvered  to  the  butchers.  I 
have  traced  the  nistory  of  six  sows  which  were  sold  from  the  midst  of  infection  to 
Estaque,  thence  they  passed  through  the  commune  Rove  and  arrived  in  August  at 
Gignac,  where  they  introduced  the  disease.  By  an  odd  coincidence,  some  sick  pigs 
from  the  same  locality  were  taken  to  the  fair  at  Aubagne  and  bought  by  a  breeder 
of  Gignac. 

The  fair  at  Aubagne,  on  September  21,  marked  the  most  important  phase  in  the 
progress  of  contagious  pneumonia ;  during  the  iirst  fortnight  m  Octob^  there  was 
a  veritable  explosion  of  the  disease,  which  up  to  this  time  ^d  been  scarcely  known. 

The  importation  of  the  disease  by  animals  bought  at  the  fair  of  Aubagne  can  be 
traced  with  the  greatest  precision  in  the  suburbs  south  and  north  of  Marseilles, 
also  as  far  as  Gardanne,  m  the  communes  of  Septemes,  Vitrolles,  Pennes,  etc.,  to 
Gignac,  as  mentioned  above,  even  into  the  neighboring  departments,  which  con- 
tinued with  the  others  to  receive  consignments  of  Marseilles  swine.  It  is  also  nec- 
essary to  mention  Puget,  Ville  et  Grasse  among  the  locahties  infected. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  153  swine  were  shipped  from  MarseDles  to  Nice ; 
nearly  all  died  in  a  few  days.    From  that  time  cases  appeared  among  the  native 

On  December  22,  another  lot  of  188  pigs  were  shipped ;  88  were  destined  for  Nice, 
and  100  for  Italy.  These  last  were  sold  on  the  24tn,  in  the  market  of  Vintimille ; 
nearly  all  died  very  soon. 

For  several  years  Marseilles  annually  exported  to  Spain,  and  especially  to  Bar- 
celona, a  great  number  of  pigs.  Contagious  pneumonia  had  been  causing  losses 
there  for  several  months,  even,  it  is  said,  at  Majorka  in  the  Balearic  Islands.  The 
Spanish  breeders,  believing  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  with  them  was  attributable 
to  the  importation  of  French  pork,  obtained  from  the  authorities  the  permission  to 
impose  a  quarantine  of  six  days  at  Port  Bouc  on  swine  from  Marseilles,  to  begin  on 
the  1st  of  the  following  February.  This  measure  has  not  been  enforced  up  to  the 
present  day. 

From  what  has  preceded  I  believe  I  can  conclude  that  the  epizootic  of  contagious 
pneumonia  which  has  raged  during  the  year  1887  in  the  interior  of  France,  and 
which,  at  this  time,  continues  its  ravages  there,  is  of  African  origin.  It  has  been 
introduced  by  Algerian  swine  which  came  from  the  province  of  Oran.  This  disease 
has  made  20,000  victims  in  several  months  in  the  province  of  Bouches-du-Rhone. 

Pigs,  and  especially  those  from  three  to  nine  months  old,  are  oftenest  attacked ; 
larger  pigs  appear  less  susceptible.  The  Marseilles  breed,  English  (Yorkshire  and 
Berkshire),  and  the  Russian  swine  are  more  susceptible  than  the  African  swine. 

Two  months  ago  about  50  pigs  two  to  three  months  old,  coming  from  Cazeres  and 
Le  Fousseret,  in  the  arrondissement  of  Muret,  were  ueed  to  stock  a  farm  in  Gignac. 
ihese  pigs,  placed  in  the  pens  which  had  contained  sick  ones,  and  which  had  only 
been  very  imperfectly  disinfected,  remained  in  good  health,  while  more  than  a  him- 
dred  cases  or  contagious  pneumonia  appeared  around  them  in  the  same  piggery. 
Afterwards  more  than  2,000  Gascon  swme  were  imported  by  the  single  commime  of 
Gignac.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  disease  has  not  re-appeared.  Are  we  here  con- 
fronted by  a  new  example  of  natural  immunity  comparaDle  to  that  noticed  long  ago 
by  Chauveau  in  Algerian  sheep  in  regard  to  anthrax? 

Taking  into  consideration  what  we  know  now  of  these  epizootics 
and  enzootics  of  swine  diseases  in  foreign  countries,  we  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  disease  in  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  France  is 
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closely  related  to,  if  not  identical  with,  hog  cholera  as  it  is  found  in 
our  own  country. 

BXPBRIMBNTS  ON  THE  ATTENUATION  OF  HOG  CHOLERA  BACILLI  BY 

HEAT. 

Heat  has  been  used  by  Pasteur  in  the  attenuation  of  anthrax  virus 
by  exposing  cultures  of  anthrax  bacilli  to  a  temperature  of  42°-43°  C. 
continuously  for  a  certain  number  of  days.  Cultures  kept  in  a  ther- 
mostat at  this  temperature  for  about  thirty-one  days  were  so  attenu- 
ated that  they  were  incapable  of  destroying  animals  larger  than  very 
young  mice.  Kept  in  the  same  conditions  for  onlv  twelve  days,  in- 
oculation failed  to  destroy  adult  guinea  pigs.*  Tne  former  culture 
was  denominated  the  first,  the  latter  the  second  vaccine.  To  make 
sheep  immune  they  were  inoculated  subcutaneously  with  the  first 
vaccine  and  twelve  days  later  with  the  second  vaccine.  Subsequent 
inoculation  with  strong  virus  had  no  eflfect  upon  the  vaccinated  ani- 
mals, although  it  was  quite  invariably  fatal  to  those  which  had  not 
been  so  treated. 

Although  Pasteur's  discovery  must  be  considered  a  scientific  event 
of  great  importance,  its  practical  application  is  by  no  means  a  per- 
fect success.  Experiments  conducted  by  Koch,  Qaffky,  and  Lofiler, 
in  Berlin,  have  shown  that  the  process  or  attenuation  does  not  always 
go  on  uniformly,  and  that  the  strength  of  the  vaccine  can  not  always 
be  relied  upon.  A  few.  animals  may  die  as  a  result  of  the  first  or 
second  inoculation.  This  fact  induced  the  last  international  con- 
gress of  hygiene  at  Vienna  to  adopt  the  resolution  that  anthrax  vac- 
cination should  not  be  practiced  upon  sheep  in  any  locality  unless 
the  disease  causes  a  loss  of  2  to  3  per  cent,  annually.  It  was  also 
shown  dn  the  experiments  at  Berlin  that  immunity  after  vaccination 
is  not  absolutely  perfect  when  the  virus  is  introduced  with  the  food. 
This  is  i)erhaps  the  most  common  way  in  which  infection  takes 
place. 

The  results  obtained  by  Pasteur  are  suflBlciently  valuable  to  make 
it  at  least  desirable  to  try  heat  attenuation  for  other  bacterial  organ- 
isms, although  it  does  not  follow  by  any  means  that  the  same  proc- 
ess will  suffice  for  all  or  even  a  small  number  of  disease  germs,  for 
these  diBfer  among  one  another  very  widely. 

Kittf  has  tried  neat  in  the  attenuation  or  the  virus  of  Black  Quar- 
ter in  Germany  by  exposing  the  diseased  muscular  tissue,  which  had 
been  thoroughly  dried  in  the  air  and  ground  to  a  fine  powder,  to  the 
steam  of  boiling  water  at  100®  C.  for  four,  five,  and  six  hours  con- 
tinuously. The  spores  of  the  bacilli  of  this  disease  were  sufficiently 
attenuated  after  a  six  hours'  exi)osure  so  that  sheep  inoculated  with 
the  powder  in  certain  doses  remained  well  after  inoculation  with 
strong  virus.  The  reaction  after  the  vaccinal  inoculation  was  very 
slight.  Hog  cholera  virus  is  destroyed  by  a  fifteen  to  twenty  min- 
utes' exposure  in  a  water  bath  at  68  C.  A  momentary  contact  with 
boiling  water  is  sufficient  to  destroy  it,  so  that  Kitt's  method  is  not 
applicable  to  it  but  only  to  bacteria  which  form  spores. 

The  following  experiments  were  undertaken  with  a  view  to  test 
the  method  of  Pasteur  on  hog  cholera  bacilli,  and  to  obtain,  if  pos- 
sible, a  vaccine  similar  to  that  employed  in  the  prevention  of  anthrax. 
Although  only  a  preliminary  step  has  been  taken  in  this  matter,  and 


*  Compt.BeticL  Acad.des  Sciences,  March  21, 1881. 

t  CentrdtbL  /.  BahterMogie  u.  Faratitenkunde,  1888,  i,  571. 
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the  promise  of  favorable  results  is  not  flattering,  we  consider  it  best 
to  publish  the  results  thus  far  obtained. 

The  first  step  in  the  process  was  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  cultivation 
which  should  prove  harmless  to  rabbits.  This  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  placing  tuoes  in  a  thermostat  kept  at  a  certain  fixed  temperature 
as  nearly  as  possible,  and  inoculating  rabbits  from  time  to  time  to 
determine  any  diminution  in  the  patnogenic  activity. 

Aprdl  9,  1888. — Four  Salmon  tuoes  of  beef -infusion  peptone  were 
inoculated  from  an  agar-aaar  culture  of  hog  cholera  oacilli  two 
weeks  old,  and  placed  in  a  d'Arsonval  thermostat,  the  internal  tem- 
perature of  which  registered  between  42**  and  43''  C.  Two  series  of 
inoculations  were  made  on  rabbits,  one  from  one  of  the  original 
liquid  cultures  at  different  intervals,  the  other  from  a  culture  re- 
newed at  the  end  of  every  five  days  by  inoculating  a  fresh  tube.  The 
result  is  most  easily  understood  by  examining  tne  following  table: 

Agar  culture. 

^^ 

Aprils    b.  t.  p.*     (a) 
■^1 


9  rabbit 


April  26  died 

I 

April  80  itibbit 
May 


4  died 


April  14  b.  i.  p.        (a,) 

I' 


April  19  b.  i.  p.       (a,)        April  19  rabbit  inoculated* 
April  84  died 


April  24  b.  f. 


(a.) 


I 
I 

April  80  b.  1.  p.        (04)        AT)ril  80  tubUt 


80  b.  1.  p. 


I 


May  4  b. 


May  9  rabbit 
May  18  died 


r  5  died 


(a.) 


May  9  b.  f.  p.        (a,)         May  9  rabbit 
May  16  died 


The  first  inoculations  were  made  April  19,  with  culture  a,  which 
had  been  in  the  thermostat  ten  days,  and  culture  a„  which  had  been 
freshly  made  on  April  14.  Both  rabbits  received  about  i  cubic  centi- 
meter of  the  culture  liquid  hypodermically.  Rabbit  a,  died  in  five  days 
with  extensive  coagulation  necrosis  in  liver  and  enlarged  spleen.  Rab- 
bit a  died  on  the  f  oUowing  day  with  the  same  lesions.  In  both  hog  chol- 
erc^  bacilli  were  very  numerous  on  cover-glass  prepartions  of  spleen, 
and  obtained  pure  in  cultures.  The  same  results  were  obtained  in  all 
subsequent  cases  so  that  no  further  mention  need  be  made  of  this. 

Two  rabbits  were  inoculated  in  the  same  way  April  30,  one  from 
the  original  culture  a,  the  other  from  a,.  Both  died  May  4  and  5, 
respectively.     Lesions  the  same  as  with  the  first  pair. 

Two  rabbits  were  inoculated  May  9,  one  from  the  culture  a,  now 
thirty  days  old,  the  other  from  a^,  the  fifth  renewal  of  a.  Both  rabbits 
died  on  the  7th  and  the  9th  day,  respectively.  The  lesions  were  practi- 
cally the  same,  with  the  addition  of  slight  hemorrhagic  lesions  in  the 
intestinal  tract.     The  period  of  the  disease  was  slightly  prolonged. 

The  result  was  not  very  satisfactory,  therefore,  for  if  any  attenua- 
tion was  going  on  its  final  attainment  would  demand  too  long  a  period 
of  time.  The  experiment  was  therefore  stopped  and  another  under- 
taken. The  temperature  of  the  thermostat  was  raised  to  45°  C.  to 
hasten  the  process  of  attenuation. 


♦Beef  infusion  plus  1  per  cent  peptone. 
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1  7»7 


April  88  agar  culture. 

I 

MajlSb.  i.p.    (6) 


KaySSrabbit  BIayl7b.i.p.    (5i) 

inoculated.  I 

lfa7»dtod  I 

^  Mfty«b.I.  p.    (6,) 

It  was  found  that  cultures  inoculated  from  b  failed  to  develop  at 
the  assigned  temperature,  so  that  this  experiment  was  not  continued 
aiiy  farther.  It  deserves  to  be  mentioned,  however,  that  a  rabbit 
inoculated  from  the  original  culture  which  had  been  kept  at  46**  C. 
for  ten  days  died  seven  days  after  inoculation  with  enlarged  spleen 
and  coagulation  necrosis  in  liver. 

A  temperature  of  43^-44°  C.  was  next  chosen,  and  the  experiment 
conducted  in  the  samQ  manner,  as  the  appended  table  will  show : 

May  16  agar  culture. 

May»b.  I.  p.    (o)    (48.6*-l4*  C.) 


1 


June  8  rabbit 
JmeUdead. 


June  18  rabl)tt 


JniMSSdead 


June  28  rabbit 
remains  alive 
Culture  dead 


June  4  b.  i.  p.  (a,) 


June  8  rabbit 
June  15  dead 


J| 


June  8  b.  i.  p.  (fails  to 
grow) 


June  18  b.  i.  p.  (a,) 

II 


June  18  rabbit 
June  24  dead. 


June  18  b.  i.  p.  (og) 


June  88  rabbit 
July  5  dead 


JJ 


June  38 
July  10  dead 


lea-pig 


I  Juno  88  b.  i.  p.  (04)  (sup- 

1    impure,    but 

Ipure.) 


I     posed 
found] 


June  28  b.  i.  p.  (04) 


July  10  labbit 
(remains  alive) 


July  10  rabbit 
(remains  alive) 


July  10  b.  i.  p.  (a,) 
(culture  dead) 


May  16 


ag^< 


culture 


Jafar  85  rabbit 
JufyaOdead 


May  20  b.  i.  p.  (b)  (43* •-44'*  C.) 
July  14  placed  at  80»-£8»  C.) 

IIL 


AO88- 


I 

August  4  rabbit     August  4  b.  i.  p. 
(remains  well)       (sterile) 

-12 
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The  rabbits  inoculated  from  the  original  culture,  after  remaining  at 
the  temperature  of  4:5.o°-44°  C.  for  ten  and  twenty  days,  died  from  the 
inoculation  disease,  but  tliose  inoculated  from  the  same  tube  after 
thirty  and  forty-three  days  remained  permanently  well.  This  was 
not  due  to  an  attenuation  of  the  culture  but  to  its  death.  Turning 
to  the  series  of  rabbits  inoculated  from  the  cultures  renewed  every 
five  or  ten  days  those  receiving  culture  liquid  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty 
days  old  died  from  the  inoculation  disease,  while  one  inoculated  after 
forty-three  days  remained  alive,  because  the  culture  was  dead,  i,  e., 
it  failed  to  fertilize  fresh  tubes  after  repeated  inoculation.  An  adult 
guinea-pig,  inoculatetl  from  the  same  culture  material  thirty  days 
old,  diea  in  12  days  as  a  result  of  the  infection.  In  this  case  only  a 
few  drops  has  been  injected.  This  experiment  demonstrates  that  in 
general  the  pathogenic  power  of  Log  cholera  bacilli  is  only  destroyed 
by  the  death  of  the  organisms  themselves.  Tliis  is  a  very  importent 
fact.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  attenuation  of  anthrax 
bacilli,  their  virulence  was  gradually  diminished  and  a  time  was 
reached  when  they  failed  to  kill  all  but  mice,  while  they  still  retained 
the  power  of  multiplying  in  nutritive  liquids.  In  the  above  experi- 
ments even  guinea-pigs,  wliicli  are  less  susceptible  to  this  disease 
than  rabbits,  died  twelve  days  before  the  culture  was  found  dead. 
The  latter  may  have  been  (lead  some  days  before  this,  for  no  tests 
were  made  pieanwhile. 

This  fact  has  an  important  bearhig  upon  the  nature  of  the  path- 
ogenic activity  of  hog  cholera  bacilli.  It  shows  that  there  are  two 
elements  involved,  (1)  the  ptomaine  action  of  the  organism;  (2) 
their  mechanical  effect.  That  there  is  a  ptomaine  action  of  these 
bacilli  has  been  conclusively  proved  in  the  experiments  of  the  Bureau 
made  upon  pigeons  several  years  ago.  But  this  ptomaine  action  is 
evidently  secondary  to  the  mechanical  effect  of  the  bacilli  in  forming 
plugs  or  thrombi  in  the  blood  vessels  and  thus  causing  destruction 
of  tissue  by  impeding  the  circulation.  This  tendency  to  act  me- 
chanically is  not  lost  as  long  as  the  bacilli  are  alive,  as  shown  by 
their  fatal  effect  on  rabbits  un<l  guinea-pigs  shortly  before  they  them- 
selves are  destroyed. 

At  the  temperature  employeil  (4;].  5 -44'"  C.)  the  original  bouillon- 
peptone  culture  a  died  betwei^n  the  twentieth  and  the  thirtieth  day 
after  the  beginning  of  the  exposure.  The  culture  from  this,  re- 
newed at  the  end  oi'  every  lifth  or  tenth  day,  died  between  the  thir- 
tieth and  forty-second  day.  Another  culture,  h  (s(h^  ta])le),  which  had 
been  removed  from  the  thermostat  after  the  forty-sixth  day  and  kept 
at  the  temperature  of  the  laboratory  (about  :io  AlT  C.  during  July), 
was  still  fatal  to  a  rabbit  on  the  tifty-sevtnitli  day.  Another  rabbit 
inoculated  ten  days  later  remained  well,  and  a  fresh  culture  made  at 
the  same  time  remained  sterile,  showing  that  the  ax)parent  immunity 
of  the  rabbit  was  due  to  the  death  of  tlu^  bacilli  injected.  This  ex- 
periment also  shows  ijretty  conclusively  that  the  patliogenic  power  of 
these  specific  organisms  expires  only  with  their  life  and  not  long  be- 
fore. 

It  is  evident  from  our  own  experiments  and  more  recent  ones  made 
in  France  and  Germany,  and  conducted  on  the  same  lines,  that  the 
amount  of  imnmnity  which  we  may  expect  to  gain  from  preventive 
inoculation  will  depend  on  the  quantity  of  i)tomaines  produced  by 
the  specific  microbes,  /.  e,,  upon  their  poisonous  nature.  In  other 
words,  our  success  will  depend  upon  the  relation  borne  by  the  pto- 
maine to  the  disease  process.    If  this  factor  is  very  great  it  is  highly 
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probable  that  preventive  inoculation  either  with  ptomaines  or  with 
attenuated  cultures  will  be  successful.  But  if  there  is,  in  addition, 
a  mechanical  element  which  may  overshadow  in  importance  the  pto- 
maine element,  the  problem  is  not  only  complicatea,  but  may  fan. 

There  are  two  other  points  in  connection  with  these  experiments 
which  demand  attention.  One  is  the  variation  in  the  length  of  life 
of  the  different  cultures  exposed  to  the  same  conditions.  This  would 
be  a  serious  hindrance  in  obtaining  vaccinal  cultures  of  uniform 
strength  should  this  method  ever  prove  successful. 

There  was  a  noticeable  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  serial  cult- 
ures after  a  sojourn  in  the  thermostat.  There  was  a  tendency  to 
multiply  rather  more  abundantly,  to  crow  in  minute  ftakes,  and  to 
rise  to  the  surface  to  form  a  thin,  unbroken  membrane.  The  motility 
was  somewhat  impaired  after  a  time.  These  changes  gave  rise  to  the 
suspicion  of  impurities,  but  tests  on  gelatine  plates  showed  that  the 
suspicion  was  unfounded.  These  experiments  will  be  continued  on 
rabbits  and  pigs  under  similar  conditions  to  determine  whether  any 
immunity  can  be  produced  by  this  method. 

INVESTIGATIONS  OF  AN  OUTBREAK  OF  INFECTIOUS  SWINE  DISEASES 
NEAR  BALTIMORE,    MD.,  SEPTEMBER,    1888. 

The  practical  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  solution  of  the 
problem  of  infectious  swine  diseases  has  been  J)ointed  out,  in  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1887,  to  be  due  to 
the  existence  of  two  diseases  producing  lesions  of  the  intestinal  tract 
which  shade  into  one  another  and  are  therefore  not  distinguishable 
by  the  naked  eye.  The  presence  of  the  specific  ftiicrobe  seems  to  be 
the  only  final  test.  As  a  rule,  however,  swine  plague  is  primarily  a 
disease  of  the  lungs,  secondarily  of  the  digestive  tract,  while  we 
have  invariably  found  hog  cholera  a  disease  of  the  intestinal  tract 
and  more  particularly  of  the  large  intestine,  with  unimportant  lesions 
of  the  lungs  very  likely  not  due  directly  to  the  hog  cholera  virus. 
This  difference  may  often  serve  as  a  guide  when  bacteriological  ex- 
amination can  not  oe  made,  but  even  this  is  frequently  misleading. 
The  existence  of  extensive  lung  disease  as  the  result  of  the  polar- 
stained  swine  plague  organism  does  not  exclude  the  simultaneous  ex- 
istence of  hog  cholera.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  find  the  le- 
sions of  both  diseases  as  well  as  the  microbes  which  produce  them  in 
the  same  animal.  The  following  cases  illustrate  this  condition  of 
things  very  well.  Several  pigs  from  two  separate  lu^'ds  near  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  Md.,  which  were  affected  with  some  infectious  malady 
were  examined  and  both  hog  cholera  and  swine  plague  germs  were 
found  in  the  same  animal.  One  of  these  animals  was  transferred  to 
the  experimental  station  at  Washington,  and  there  gave  rise  to  an 
epizootic  of  both  disc^ases.  The  swine  plague  soon  gave  way  to  the 
hog  cholera,  however,  and  later  on  lung  disease  was  but  a  secondary 
element  in  the  disease,  hog  cholera  persisting  with  variable  severity 
for  months  after. 

In  the  herd  wliich  contained  the  following  pigs  the  disease  broke 
out  four  weeks  ago  and  wfis  very  likely  due  to  the  introduction  of 
infected  swine  by  purchase. 

Sejjtemher  10,  1888. — A  small  shoat  (No.  1)  from  this  herd  was 
seemingly  very  ill.  Flanks  tucked  in,  hind  poi-tion  of  body  swaying 
and  tottering  when  the  animal  moved.  It  was  killed  by  cutting  i^ 
throat. 
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In  the  lungs  was  found  broncho-pneumonia,  localized  chiefly  in 
the  ventral  and  cephalic  lobes.  In  the  larger  bronchi  lung  worms 
were  present.  Superficial  inguinal  as  well  as  the  mesenteric  glands 
were  swollen  and  slightly  congested.  The  spleen  was  but  mod- 
erately enlarged.  In  the  upi)er  portion  of  colon  were  two  small 
superficial  ulcers.  The  mucosa  was  otherwise  intact  as  far  as  the  rec- 
tum. In  the  latter  situation  it  was  covered  with  a  peculiar  grayish 
deposit,  soft,  almost  like  lard,  without  tenacity.  It  was  arranged 
as.  isolated  roimd  patches,  from  one-eighth  to  one-fourth  inch  across 
and  about  one-sixteenth  inch  thick  ;  the  mucous  membrane  for  a  dis- 
tance of  18  inches  from  the  anus  being  thickly  covered  with  them. 
They  are  easily  removed  and  leave  a  slight  depression  in  the  mucosa 
without  apparently  any  loss  of  substance.  This  exudate  is  made  up 
of  degenerated  cells,  probably  epithelial  in  origin,  but  they  are  too 
far  broken  down  to  allow  any  closer  examination.  Immense  num- 
bers of  bacteria  in  this  deposit  of  two  kinds  chiefly;  a  rather  large 
oval  bacillus,  with  periphery  more  deeply  stained  and  a  very  slender 
rod. 

From  this  exudate  a  rabbit  was  inoculated  (September  11)  by  stir- 
ring it  up  in  sterile*  water  thoroughly  and  injecting  some  of  the 
liquid  under  the  skin  of  one  thigh.  The  rabbit  was  dead  on  the  sixth 
day.  There  was  an  extensive  sanguinolent  stain  hig  of  the  subcutis 
of  the  entire  abdomen,  and  of  a  part  of  the  thorax  and  thighs. 
Groups  of  petecchiss  on  the  caecum.  Some  of  the  coils  of  intestine 
lightly  glued  to  abdominal  wall.  Spleen  small.  The  peritoneal  sur- 
f 'ico  is  covered  with  minute  cocci ;  the  same  are  present  in  the  blood.  ■ 
Agar  cultures  from  the  peritoneal  surface  ana  heart's  blood  con- 
tained the  same  organisms.  Although  polar  staining  was  not  mani- 
fest, there  was  no  doubt  that  the  microoo  was  the  non-motile  swine- 
plague  gevm. 

At  the  same  time  a  rabbit  was  inoculated  in  the  same  way  with 
lung  tissue.  This  animal  died  in  two  days.  The  subcutis  of  inocu- 
lated thigh  slightly  blood-stained.  The  superficial  muscular  fiber  of 
a  grayish  homogeneous  appearance.  Tlie  fascia  and  muscles  of  the 
contiguous  portion  of  the  abdominal  wall  opaque,  infiltrated.  On  the 
coils  of  intestine  a  few  small  masses  of  a  whitish  exudate.  Spleen 
slightly  enlarged;  liver  very  much  engorged.  No  bacteria  could  be 
distinctly  seen  on  cover-glass  i^reparations  from  liver,  spleen,  and 
blood.  But  tubes  inoculated  from  blood  and  spleen  contained  on  the 
following  day  only  swine-plague  germs.  Roll  cultures  made  from 
the  lung  tissue  of  the  pig  were  liquefied  completely  in  a  few  days. 

The  examination  of  the  spleen  gave  quite  diffeifont  results.  Al- 
though the  microscope  did  not  reveal  any  bacteria  on  one  cover-glass 
preparation  from  the  spleen,  three  liquid  cultures  into  which  a  bit 
of  sj)leen  had  been  placed  contained  on  the  following  day  actively 
moving  hog  cholera  bacilli.  On  the  surface  of  an  agar  culture  a  con- 
siderable number  of  colonies  of  the  same  organism  made  their  appear- 
ance. A  roll  culture  made  from  one  of  the  liquid  cultures  contained 
about  300  colonies,  non-liquefying,  all  alike,  and  resembling  in  growth 
hog  cholera  bacilli. 

It  was  very  important  to  determine  the  pathogenic  character  of 
this  bacillus  in  order  to  confirm  the  diagnosis  based  upon  its  appear- 
ance under  the  microscope  and  in  cultures. 

September  13. — Two  mice  wore  inoculated  subcutaneously,  each  with 
several  drops  from  one  of  the  liquid  cultures  from  which  trie  roll  cult- 
ure had  been  made.    One  mouse  was  dead  September  19,  with  spleen 
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enlarged,  and  in  it  numerous  hog  cholera  bacilli;  the  second  mouse 
remained  apparently  well  and  was  killed  fifteen  days  later.  Its  spleen 
was  enormously  enlarged,  and  it  would  no  doubt  have  succumbed  in 
a  few  days.  But  the  loUowing  intravenous  iniection  from  an  agar 
culture  which  was  inoculated  from  the  original  spleen  agar  culture 
is  sufficient  to  set  aside  all  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  spleen  ba- 
cilli: 

« 

November  12,  1888.— Pig  No.  90,  black  and  white,  about  five  months  old.  The 
right  crural  vein  was  exposed  by  raising  a  triangular  flap  of  skin  over  it  after 
.  thoroughly  disinfecting  the  latter  with  a  1:500  solution  of  mercuric  chloride.  Five 
cubic  centimeters  of  a  beef -infusion  peptone  cultiu-e  inoculated  from  an  agar  cult- 
ure about  a  week  old  was  injected  into  the  exposed  vein  with  a  hypodermic  syringe 
thoroughly  disinfected  with  6  per  cent,  carbolic  acid.  Tlie  liquid  culture  was  two 
days  old  when  used.  Two  hoiu^  after  the  inoculation  the  temperature  had  risen 
from  lOSf"  F.  to  107"  F.  November  18,  there  was  no  swelling,  but  a  slight  serous 
oozing  at  the  place  of  inoculation.  The  appetite  was  good.  November  14,  at  3  p. 
m.,  the  temperature  was  lOTf**.  The  animal  was  disinclined  to  move,  although  it 
came  to  eat  m  the  morning  and  evening.  November  16,  ft  lay  on  its  side,  quietly, 
with  occasional  kicking.    Found  dead  at  4  p.  m.    Autopsy  held  immediately. 

General  blush  on  skm  of  ventral  aspect,  snout,  and  hp3.  No  swelling  at  the  point 
of  inoculation;  slight  blood  extravasation.  Spleen  enormously  enlarged,  14  inches 
long,  two-thirds  inch  wide,  and  one-half  to  1  inch  thick,  gorged  wim  dark  blood, 
and  friable.  Superficial  inguinals  enlarged,  oedematous;  on  section  diffuse  pale 
red  spots;  cortex  congested.  Bronchial  and  renal  glands  enlai-ged,  partly  hemor- 
rhagic; gastric  glands  hemorrhagic  throughout  substance.  The  blood  is  thick,  duik 
colored,  coagiflation  slight,  even  after  several  hours'  exposure  to  the  air.  Several 
petecchiad  on  epicardium  of  right  auricle.  Right  side  of  heart  distended  with  blood. 
In  it  a  small  white  clot.  Left  heart  contracted,  empty.  Limgs  normal,  excepting 
<me- third  of  left  ventral  lobe,  which  is  collapsed.  Kidneys  enlarged,  deeply  con- 
gested throughout.  The  surface  is  thickly  dotted  with  minute  deep  red  points. 
The  papilke  so  deeply  reddened  that  any  extravasations  would  not  be  recogmzable. 
A  few  petecchisB  in  pelvis.  Bladder  contains  about  80  grams  of  urine  tinged  with 
blood.  The  whole  mucosa  of  stomach  is  deeply  congested.  In  fundus  it  is  hemor- 
rhagic, with  numerous  patches  of  necrosed  epithelium  one-quarter  to  one-half  inch 
across.  The  upper  8  inches  of  duodenum  in  the  same  condition  as  the  fundus  of 
stomach.  Numerous  red  points  scattered  over  mucosa  of  entire  small  intestine.  In 
lower  ileum  a  few  hemorrhagic  points.  The  mucosa  of  caecum  and  upper  colon  very 
lightly  congested,  but  the  remaining  two-thirds  intensely  so.  Hemorrhage  here 
and  there  sufficient  to  stain  the  feces  with  blood  whicli  were  otherwise  normal. 
Tlie  mesenteric  and  meso-coUc  glands  all  deeply  congested  throughout  their  sub- 
stance. 

Cover-glass  preparations  from  spleen  pulp  showed  a  k;rgo  number  of  hog  cholera 
bacteria.  Cultures  from  the  same  revealed  the  presence  of  the  same  organisms 
only. 

September  10. — Pig  No.  2,  alive  in  the  morning,  dead  at  noon.  Ex- 
amined soon  after  death.  Slight  reddening  of  skin  on  throat,  inside 
of  limbs  and  pubic  region.  Spleen  very  large,  engorged,  softened. 
Lymphatic  glands  generally  enlarged  but  pale,  excepting  the  retro- 
peritoneal glands,  the  cortex  of  whicli  is  deeply  congested.  Liver 
imparts  a  harsh  sensation  to  the  knife.  Kidneys  normal.  EchinO' 
rhynchi  in  jejunum  attached  to  ulcerous  depressions  in  the  mucosa. 
Lowest  12  inches  of  ileum  contain  several  deep  ulcers  one-fourth 
to  three-fourths  inch  across.  The  mucosa  of  the  ileo-csecal  valve  is 
thickened,  ulcerated  superficially,  and  indurated  beneath.  There  are 
several  large  ulcers  near  the  valve  and  in  the  upper  colon,  from  one- 
half  to  li  inches  across.  The  corresponding  serosa  inflamed  and  at- 
tached to  neighboring  organs. 

All  but  the  caudal  and  dorsal  half  of  the  principal  lobe  of  each 
lung  solidified.  The  diseased  principal  lobe  has  a  bluish  red,  the 
other  lobes  a  pale-grayish  red  color.  In  the  former  the  infiltration 
IB  in  the  form  of  nunute  whitish  plugs  in  a  red  groimd.    The  latter 
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on  section  has  a  glistening,  half -gelatinous  aspect.     The  cut  bron- 
chioles exude  a  milky,  purulent  fluid. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  lungs  showed  in  stained  covei>glass 

{)reparations  a  large  number  of  pus  cells  and  polar-stained  bacteria, 
ocated  chiefly  around  the  nuclei  of  the  larger  cells  and  probably  im- 
bedded in  the  now  disintegrated  cell  protoplasm.  A  few  large*  bac- 
teria x>resent.  Of  two  roll  cultures  from  this  grayish  lung  tissue  one 
was  completely  liquefied,  the  oilier  i)artially  so.  A  rabbit  inoculated 
from  the  same  tissue  (grayish)  died  in  four  days. 

The  fascia  of  the  inoculated  thigh  was  much  thickened,  whitish,  the  subiacent 
muscular  tissue  discolored,  pale.  Intense  peritonitis  manifested  by  a  grayish  exu- 
date covering  large  intestine  and  liver  ;  the  serasa  of  the  former  was  extensively 
ecchymosed  and  glue^l  to  the  ventral  abdominal  wall.  The  exudate  consisted  chiefly 
of  leucocytes  and  immense  numbers  of  iK)lar-stained  swine  plague  bacteria.  These 
were  very  scarce  in  blood.  An  agar  culture  from  the  latter  contained  only  swine 
plague  bacteria.  A  rabbit  inoculated  at  the  same  time  with  the  red  hepatized  tissue 
was  ill  subsequently,  but  recovered.  It  was  killed  on  the  sixteenth  day.  An  ex- 
tensive subcutaneous  abscess  was  found  over  the  abdomen,  with  necrosis  of  the  skin, 
which  was  converted  into  a  dried  mass  hard  as  a  board.  Spleen  very  slightly  en- 
larged. 

From  a  bit  of  spleen  pulp  from  the  pig,  which  was  engorged,  dark, 
and  enlarged,  a  roll  culture  was  made.  About  one  hundred  colonies 
of  hog  cholera  bacilli  developed.  Two  beef -infusion  peptone  tubes 
into  which  spleen  bits  were  placed  contained  on  the  tollowing  day 
hog  cholera  and  butyric  bacilli.  To  test  the  virulence  of  the  hog 
cholera  bacilli,  two  or  three  drops  of  one  liquid  culture  were  injected 
beneath  the  skin  of  two  mice  September  28.  One  died  prematurely 
on  the  following  day  with  enlarged  spleen,  owing  to  the  extensive 
invasion  of  liver  and  kidneys  with  coccidia,  and  consequent  degener- 
ation of  these  organs.  The  second  mouse  die<l  in  three  days  with  a 
large  number  of  teen  la  in  the  dilated  duodenum.  Both  died  no  doubt 
from  the  inoculation,  but  their  death  was  hastened  by  the  presence  of 
the  parasites,  making  the  demonstration  unsatisfactory. 

Another  pig  (No.  3)  which  had  been  found  dead  in  the  morning 
and  undergone  considerable  decomposition  was  examined  superfi- 
cially at  the  same  time.  The  spleen  was  very  much  enlarged ;  lungs 
normal.  The  large  intestine  contained  extensive  ulcers  with  local- 
ized peritonitis  and  adhesion  to  surrounding  structures.  No  bae- 
teriolo^cal  examination  was  made. 

A  third  pig  from  the  same  herd  (No.  19)  was  taken,  while  sick,  to 
the  Experiment  Station  of  the  Bureau  in  order  that  fresh  pigs  might 
be  infected  and  our  study  of  the  disease  continued.  It  was  found 
dead  September  2-t,  four  days  after  its  arrival.  This  animal  also 
manifested  both  diseases,  more  prominently  so  than  those  already 
described.  Both  germs  were  found  in  its  body,  the  hog  cholera 
bacillus  in  the  spleen,  the  swine  plague  coccus  in  the  lungs,  as  the 
following  notes  show: 

Autopsy  several  hours  after  death.  No  skin  discoloration.  Spleen  very  large, 
due  to  blood  enKorj;:enient.  Lynii)hatic  ^jjlands  of  abdomen  in  general  very  much 
enlar^efl,  and  slightly  congested,  excejjting  those  of  mesentery.  Kidneys  normal. 
Liver  slightly  cirrhosed,  somewhat  gritty  on  st^ction.  Mucosa  of  stomach  covered 
with  yellow  bile-stained  mucus,  empty.  Small  intestine  not  diseased.  In  the  cfecum 
and  upper  12  inches  of  colon,  about  a  dozen  ulcers,  one-half  to  H  inches  across,  with 
a  dirty  blackish  floor.  The  ulceration  has  produced  inflammation  of  the  serosa  and 
thickening  of  the  wall. 

Lungs  extensively  diseased.  Of  the  right,  the  caudal  half  of  the  cephalic,  the 
entire  ventral,  and  the  cei^halic  (anterior)  third  of  the  principal  lobe  hepatized.  Of 
the  left  lung  the  sfime  regions,  including  the  azygos  lobe,  are  in  the  same  condition. 
Over  these  diseased  lobes  the  pleura  is  covered  with  a  translucent,  very  thin  exudate, 

Digitized  by  VaOOyiC 


BUBEAU   OF   ANIMAL   nTOITSTBY.  18S 

either  in  the  form  of  dots  or  a  mesh- work.  Onl^  a  little  of  the  adjacent  normal  lung 
tissue  has  the  pleura  roughened.  The  exudate  is  made  up  of  leucocytes  and  a  large 
number  of  slender  bacilli.  The  diseased  lung  tissue,  from  the  surface,  is  red,  nn>t- 
tled  with  minute  grayish  dots;  this  mottling  is  faint  in  some  regions,  in  others  the 
dots  seem  to  coalesce  into  grayisli  patches.  Tlie  cut  surface  is  grayish  red.  When 
compressed,  whitish,  semi-soUd  plugs  are  forced  out  of  the  air  tubes.  In  some  places 
these  are  replaced  by  a  milky,  flaky  fluid.  They  consist  of  leucocytes  and  epithelium 
with  very  few  bacteria.  No  jx^lar-stained  bacteria  observed.  The  bronchial  and 
tracheal  glands  very  lar;<e,  tough,  pale  pink  on  section.  The  trachea  and  bronchi 
coated  with  bright  red  foam.     In  the  ends  of  the  latter  some  lung  worms. 

Pericarditis  probably  an  extension  of  the  pleuritis.  Both  sides  of  heart  and  large 
vessels  contain  white  thrombi. 

A  roll  culture  in  gelatine  from  lung  tissue  develoj)ed  a  few  fungi  only.*  A  rabbit 
inoculated  with  lung  tissue  died  in  four  days.  Tlie  subcutis  of  the  inoculated  thigh 
much  thickened  with  infdtrated  cells  (suppuration);  over  the  al)doraen  also  thick- 
ened and  blood-stained.  The  circura  studiled  with  hemorrhagic  points  and  covered 
with  a  gelatinous  exudate,  which  is  also  found  on  liver.  A  cover-glass  touched  to 
this  exudate  contains  immense  nuni))t»rs  of  polar-stained  bacteria;  very  few  in  blood 
and  spleen.  Agar  cultures  from  these,  however,  develop  in  moderate  number  col- 
onies of  swine  plague  bacteria. 

Prom  bits  of  spleen  pulp  of  the  pig  an  agar  culture,  a  gelatine  roll  culture  and  a 
liquid  culture  were  made.  The  agar  and  the  hquid  culture  contained  the  motile 
hog  cholera  bacilli;  the  latter  also  spoie-bearing  butyric  bacilU.  The  roll  contained 
but  two  colonies.  Of  two  mice  inoculated  from  tlie  liquid  cidture  one  died  on  the 
following  day:  the  other  in  five  days,  with  eidarg(vl  spleen,  containing  hog  cholera 
bacilli  in  considerable  numbers,  wliich  were  also  t>btained  pure  in  an  agar  culture. 
This  mouse  had  its  hver  and  kidneys  thorougldy  infested  with  coccidia. 

At  the  same  time  a  pig  from  another  herd  near  Baltimore  was  ex- 
amined. The  owner  had  inircliased  ten  yonng  pigs  in  May.  They 
began  to  pough  and  gradually  emaciate  about  one  month  ago;  since 
then  five  had  died.  One  of  the  survivors,  emaciated,  very  weak, 
with  arched  back,  **  tucked-up"  aUlomen,  and  dull,  sunken  eyes,  was 
killed  for  examination. 

The  spleen  was  not  enlarged.  The  lymphatics  in  general  were  enlarged,  pale,  and 
firm.  Lungs  normal,  with  exception  of  two  or  three  collapsed  areas  from  one-half 
to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  across.  Liver  and  kidneys  normal.  Catarrhal  condition 
of  stomach.  In  the  jejunum  a  numlxT  of  ulcers,  to  two  of  which  echinorhynchi  are 
attached.  These  worms  are  very  likely  the  cause  of  the  ulcers.  In  the  csacum  and 
upper  colon,  especially  on  and  around  the  valve,  were  about  twenty  ulcers,  one-half 
^ch  across.  The  slough  fell  out  of  most  of  them  while  tlu*  specimens  were  being 
carried  from  Baltimore  to  Washington.  The  ulcers  deprived  of  the  slough  are 
nearly  circular;  the  base  formed  by  the  muscular  wall;  the  sides  vertical,  as  if  the 
mucosa  had  been  punched  out,  the  border  being  sUghtly  thickened.  The  slouch 
itself  was  yellowish,  crmubling.  A  rabbit  inoculated  with  some  of  it  stirred  m 
sterile  water  dies  in  twenty-four  hours  with  slight  i>erit(mitis,  internal  organs  gener- 
ally congested  and  containing  numerous  oval  s\\  ine  plague  bacteria.  A  lifjuiJ  cult- 
ure from  the  heart  contained  only  swine  plague  bacti?ria,  wliile  a  gelatine  tube  cult- 
ure from  the  spleen  failed  to  develop. 

From  the  spleen  two  tubes  of  nutrient  liquid  contain  a  motile  bacillus  not  dis- 
tinguishable from  hog  cholera  baciUi.  A  gelatine  roll  culture  contains  about  six 
colonies  of  the  same  organism. 

To  test  the  pathpgenic  power  of  this  bacillus  two  mice  were  inoculated  from  the 
liquid  culture.  One  died  on  the  following  day,  with  numerous  hog  cholera  baciUi 
in  spleen  and  liver.  Prematurt^  death,  due  to  extensive  degeneration  of  these  two 
organs,  which  was  caused  by  coccidia.  The  second  mouse  died  on  the  seventh  day, 
with  enlarged  spleen  and  extensive  coagulation  necrosLs  in  hver.  Both  organs  con- 
tain numerous  hog  cholera  bacilli.  An  agar  culture  from  the  spleen  confirmed  the 
microscopic  diagnosis.  • 

We  have  thus  four  casey  in  wliich  both  hog  cholera  and  swine 
plagne  bacteria  are  i)rcsent  according  to  the  unequivocal  results  of 
Dacteriological  examination.  The?  same  was  observed  in  the  out- 
break of  swine  plague  wliich  occurred  in  the  begiuniTiic  of  18.S7,  and 

*  This  swine-plague  germ  did  not,  as  a  rule,  grow  in  gelatine  at  the  ordinary  tem- 
perature of  the  room. 
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which  was  published  in  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  same  year.  In  that  outbreak  the  earlier  cases  examined  re- 
vealed only  swine  plague  bacteria.  Later  on  both  hog  cholera  and 
swine  plague  germs  were  encountered  in  the  same  animal  in  a  cer- 
tain number  of  cases.  Finally  the  swine  plague  died  out  towards 
spring  and  only  the  hog  cholera  remained,  causing  even  at  that  time 
some  very  acute  cases.  The  swine  plague  was  the  original  disease, 
the  hog  cholera  being  grafted  upon  it  when  the  swine  pla^e  pigs 
from  a  neighboring  farm  Wf^ro  x>laced  in  pens  infected  with  hog 
cholera  at  the  station.  Even  as  early  as  September,  1886,  some  in- 
vestigations in  Illinois  brought  out  the  then  remarkable  and  puzzling 
fact  of  two  disoayo  germs  found  in  the  same  animal  at  tne  same 
time. 

Before  describing  the  outl^reak  caused  by  the  i>ig  brought  from 
Baltimore  to  the  Experimental  Station,  it  will  be  necessary  to  briefly 
indicate  the  condition  of  tilings  at  the  latter  in  order  to  explain  some 
of  the  occurrences  which  followed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  a  series  of  experiments  were 
planned  to  vaccinate  pigs  with  sterilized  cultures  of  hog  cholera 
bacilli.  Experiments  of  this  character  are  reported  as  having  been 
begun  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  for 
the  year  1880,  p.  50.  These  were  not  successful  on  pigs  at  that  time, 
and  it  was  thought  best  to  inject  the  sterilized  culture  liquid  in  large 
quantities  directly  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Without  going  into 
detail,  suffice  it  to  say  that  aoout  twelve  pigs  were  vaccinated  in  this 
way,  three  receiving  800  cubic  centimeters  m  doses  of  100  cubic  cen- 
timeters at  intervals  of  about  one  week,  three  600  cubic  centimeters, 
three  400  Cubic  centimeters,,  and  three  200  cubic  centimeter^. 

The  experiment,  including  all  inoculations,  lasted  from  February 
15  to  the  beginning  of  April.  Owing  to  some  accident  or  error  in 
the  sterilization  of  the  cmture  liquid  this  sterilization  was  not  com- 

Eleted  in  some  of  the  liquid  used,  although  a  number  of  precautions 
ad  been  taken  to  insure  absolute  sterility,  which  need  not  be  re- 
counted here.  One  of  the  animals  died  of  acute  hog  cholera  on  the 
day  following  one  of  the  inoculations.  Its  mate  died  within  fourteen 
days  after  th6  same  inoculation  of  hog  cholera.  Another  died  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  one  of  the  injections  because  of  some  injury 
to  the  intestines  during  the  injection*.  As  these  pigs  were  distributed 
in  groups  of  three  in  different  pens,  it  was  thought  that  the  accident 
of  using  incompletely  sterilized  cultures  was  limited  to  one  pen,  but 
subsequent  events  showed  this  supposition  to  be  untrue. 

The  remaining  pigs,  teil  in  number,  were  carefully  watched  for 
nearly  two  months  (until  May  25),  and  then  brought  together  into 
one  pen  to  await  a  favorable  opportunity  for  exposure  to  hog  cholera. 
There  were  in  this  lot  Nos.  482,  483,  484,  490,  491,  493,  and  Wos.  8,  9. 
11,  and  12.  There  were  also  added  Nos.  5,  6,  13,  and  15,  as  control 
animals.  Of  these  animals,  No.  4S2  died  June  13,  very  much  ema- 
ciated and  with  extensive  ulceration  in  the  large  intestine.  No.  493 
died  July  5,  of  peritonitis,  indirectly  due  to  extensive  ulceration  of 
the  lar^e  intestine.  The  animal  had  shown  previous  to  its  death  no 
indications  of  illness.  No.  484  died  July  15,  also  of  hog  cholera. 
The  lesions  of  this  case  will  serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  others. 

Spleen  not  enlarged.  Considerable  recent  adhesions  among  coils  of  large  intestine. 
The  mucosa  of  large  intestine  contains  iilcers  bb  largo  as  silver  dollars,  with  a  black- 
ish, irregularly  gnawed  floor.  They  only  involve  the  mucosa.  About  the  middle 
o£  colon  a  tumor  is  situated  in  the  muscular  coat  of  the  intestinal  wall  as  large  as  a 
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horse  chestnut.  The  contents  are  whitish,  of  a  putty-like  consistency.  Attached 
to  the  spleen  by  means  of  tough,  fibrous  tissue,  evidently  part  of  the  omentum,  is  a 
cyhndncal  encysted  mass  of  the  some  consistency,  3  to  4  inches  long  and  one-half 
inch  wide.  These  masses  represent  without  doubt  the  place  where  the  incompletely 
sterilized  culture  hquid  was  deposited  by  the  needle. 

In  the  thorax  the  ventral  lobes  of  both  lun^  are  enlarged,  airless,  of  a  pale  red- 
ish,  translucent,  gelatinous  aspect.  The  bronchi  of  these  lobes  are  filled  with  a  glaiir 
muco-pus  and  contain  some  lung  worms.  Two  rabbits  inoculated  from  an  emul- 
sion of  lung  tissue  both  died  of  hog  cholera  on  the  eighth  and  ninth  day. 

No.  482,  found  dead  September  IG,  had  several  old  ulcers  in  the  large  intestine. 
The  lungs  w^re  extensively  adherent  to  the  chest  wall  by  old  fibrous  beiids,  and  in 
part  airless  and  of  a  pale  red  color. 

.When  the  Baltimore  jng  was  brought  to  the  station  there  was  what 
may  be  considered  chronichog  cholera,  but  no  evidence  of  swine  plague 
as  shown  by  the  inoculation  of  lung  tissue  from  No.  484  into  rabbits 
some  time  ago,  and  also  the  autopsies  of  the  pigs  which  had  died  mean- 
while. The  ulcers  were  probabljr  directly  due  to  the  intra-abdom- 
inal injection  of  the  culture  liquid  supposed  to  be  sterile,  and  death 
was  brought  on  chiefly  through  peritonitis  as  the  result  of  the  ulcer- 
ation. If  the  disease,  so  chronic  in  character  as  to  elude  detection 
and  to  last  from  three  to  six  months,  was  still  capable  of  infecting 
other  animals  it  did  not  do  so,  as  not  only  four  of  the  vaccinatea 
pigs  but  also  the  four  control  animals  were  still  alive  and  apparently 
well. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  sick  Baltimore  pig  it  was  penned  with 
these  survivors,  and  fresh  pigs  were  put  in  the  ipfectea  pen  as  the 
inmates  died.  Thereupon  pigs  died  quite  rapidlv,  with  lesions  indi- 
cating the  presence  of  swine  plague  and  a  deciaed  renewal  of  hog 
cholera  of  a  virulent  type.  Vaccmated  pigs  died  very  soon  after  in 
quick  succession,  some  with  marked  swine  plague  lesions.  A  pe- 
rusal of  the  autopsy  notes  given  below  will  show  that  they  all  suf- 
fered from  old  ulceration,  except  No.  12.  which  died  from  injuries 
received  It  also  appears  from  the  lesions  that  some  of  the  pigs 
were  very  likely  infected  a  second  time.  As  the  state  of  things  was 
very  complicated  nothing  positive  can  bo  said  as  to  this  point.  The 
notes  are  simply  given  to  aid  in  elucidating  the  subject  of  swine 
plague.  As  to  two  of  the  control  animals  which  also  died  (Nos.  13 
and  15),  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  state  from  the  autopsy  iiotos 
whether  they  had  been  infected  from  the  inoculated  animals  before 
September  20  or  had  contracted  the  disease  from  the  Baltimore  case. 
Nos.  5  and  6,  the  other  control  animals,  died  of  hog  cholera  contracted 
evidently  after  the  arrival  of  the  Baltimore  pigs,  as  the  notes  will 
show. 

The  introduction  of  the  Baltimore  pig  was  followed  September  31, 
eleven  days  later,  by  the  death  of  four  pigs,  Nos.  5,  8,  9,  and  11. 

September  31.— No.  5,  control  animal,*  found  dead  this  morning.  Skin  of  ven- 
tral surface  of  body  reddened  ;  spleen  enormously  enlarged  an  i  congested.  Hem- 
orrhagic foci  in  lungs,  but  no  hepatization.  Large  intestine  deeply  reddened  and 
slightiV  ulcerated.     Numerous  hog  cholera  bacilli  in  spleen. 

Pig  No.  B,  vaccinated  animal,  found  dead  this  morning.  Skin  and  spleen  normal. 
Inguinal  glands  enlarged,  oedematous,  reddened.  Liver  cirrhosed.  Kidneys  with 
medulla  congested.  Stomach  empty,  mucosa  bile-stained.  In  ilemn  several  ulcers 
near  valve.  Mucosa  of  cascum  and  upper  third  of  colon  almost  entirely  ulcerated ; 
farther  down  ulcers  isolated  one-quarter  to  1  inch  across.  Rectum  intact.  Lungs 
about  twice  the  usual  size  when  collapsed  ;  over  both  a  pleuritic  deposit  apnearint^, 
either  as  a  mesh-work  or  as  minute  dots,  which  give  the  pleura  a  roughenoa  aspect, 
or  as  a  continuous  membrane,  according  to  the  quantity  of  exudate.    Slight  agglu- 

'>i  *  These  terms  refer  to  the  vaccination  experiment 
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tination  of  lobes  to  chest  walls  and  to  one  another.  In  each  pleural  sac  about  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  loose,  soft  exudate. 

The  parenchyma  of  the  hcpatized  rcKions  is  in  j^cneral  red,  granular  on  section, 
with  much  rcHidish  8<.»rum  liowing  from  tlie  cut  surface,  but  the  ventral  and  cepha- 
lic lobes  are  in  more  advanced  stages,  some  parts  bcnng  grayish  red  on  section, 
others  containing  small  foci  of  a  peculiar  pale,  grayish-yellow  color,  with  outline 
sharp  and  sinuous.  These  are,  no  doubt,  necrotic  masses,  or  sequestra.  They  are 
found  in  the  cephalic  lobe  of  the  right  lung.  The  sajue  loin?  of  the  left  side  is  in  a 
state  of  advanced  broncho-pneumonia,  the  smaller  air-tubes  l)eing  filled  witii  a  glairy 
muco-pus.  The  right  principal  lobe  contains  also  centers  of  beginning  necrosis. 
In  the  bronchial  and  tracheal  glands,  which  are  much  enlarged,  th^  cut  surface 
shows  grajTsli  scalloped  lines  in  a  dee])ly  congested  ground.  Trachea  contains  red- 
dish foam.  The  bronchi  contain  cylindrical  clots  of  darli  .and  pale  color  imbedded 
in  mucus  ;  in  the  smaller  bronchi  a  frothy,  thin,  red  h'liiid.  The  iuimediate  cause 
of  death,  pulmonary  hemorrhage. 

Cover-glass  preparations  from  lung  tissue  show  lurge  numbers  of  polar-stained 
swine  plague  bacteria.  A  rabbit  inoculated  therefroui  died  in  eight  days.  The  sub- 
cutis  on  the  inoculated  thigh  and  contiguous  abdominal  wall  was  thickened,  pasty ^ 
and  skirting  this  a  blood-stained,  gelatinous  exudate.  Peritonitis  shown  by  the  ex- 
tensive ecchymosis  of  thecaM^-um  and  a  grayish,  gelatinous  exudate  covering  spleen, 
liver,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  intentine  with  a  layer  of  variable  tliickness.  This 
exudate  is  made  up  in  jxirt  of  pus  corpuscles  and  great  numbers  of  ]X)lar-stained 
bacteria.  These  arc*  also  abundant  in  the  8ul)cutaneous  infiltrate,  but  rare  in  heart's 
blood.  An  aqar  culture  from  tlie  peritoneal  exudate  contained  on  the  following 
day  a  very  thin,  v(ul-like  growth  of  swine  plague  bacteria. 

In  the  barely  enlarged  spleen  of  the  pig  hog  cholera  bacilli  can  Ix)  detected  on 
cover-glass  preparations.  A  roll  culture  and  an  agar  culture  contain  the  same 
baciUi  only. 

Pig  No.  9,  eight  months  ol<l,  vaccinate<l  animal.  Before  this  animal  was  placed 
in  the  infected  pen  it  was  fed  portions  of  the  spleen  and  large  intestine  of  one  of 
the  Baltimore  cases  on  8epti'ml)er  20. 

Skin  normal ;  spleen  barely  enlargt-d.  Cirrhosis  of  liver  advanced.  Kidneys 
with  mwluUary  iK)rtion  deeply  re<ldened.  Lymphatics  of  meso-colon  and  near  kid- 
neys enlarged  and  congested.  Stomach  contains  only  a  small  quantity  of  bile- 
stained  liquid.  DiKxlenum  exter.sively  pigmented.  Mucosa  of  caecum  and  upper 
colon  almost  entirely  destroyed,  blackisli.  Below  the  middle  of  the  colon  the  ulcers 
are  isolat^Ml.     The  a  alls  thickened  and  serosa  inflamed  where  ulcers  occur. 

Lungs  diseased  ;  considerable  s(»runi  in  the  right  pleural  sac.  The  whole  of  the 
right  lung  and  the  ci*phalic  half  of  the  left  hepatize<l  and  covere<l  with  g.  pleuritic 
exudate  similar  to  tliat  in  the  prtH:eding  case.  The  principal  lo})e  of  the  right  lung 
is  in  a  state  of  red  hei>atization,  while  the  ventral  lo>)e  is  farther  advanced  and 
contains  the  necrotic  foci  descril)e<l  under  No.  8.  The  cephalic,  ventral,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  principal  IoIm?  of  tiie  left  lung  in  the  same  condition  as  the  corresponoing 
lobes  of  right  side.  Bronchial  glands  enlarged,  with  reddened  cortex.  Bronchi 
filled  each  with  a  dark,  cylindrical  clot.  From  tlu*  red  hepatized  regions  cover-glass 
preparations  show  polar-stained  bacteria  in  groups.  The  polar  stain  could  only  be 
ma^e  out  clearly  when  the  germs  were  magnified  1,000  diameters.  Roll  cultures 
from  the  lung  tissue  were  useless,  owing  to  the  large  numl^r  of  liquefying  germs 
present.  A  rabbit  in(K'ulated  by  injecting  i  cubic  centimeter  of  sterile  water  in 
which  a  bit  of  lung  tissue  had  bei^n  torn  up  died  in  three  days  with  a  pasty  infiltra- 
tion of  the  subcutis  of  thigh  and  alxlomen,  slightly  blood-stained;  in  one  groin  the 
subcutis  very  emi)hys».niatous.  Liver  and  kidneys  congested;  spleen  scarcely  en- 
larged. Peritoneuin  of  cax*um  roughened;  extravasations  in  meso-rectum.  Im- 
mense numbers  of  ix)lar-stained  bacteria  in  subcutis  as  well  as  on  inflamed  i>erito- 
neum.  Very  few  in  splet^n  and  blood.  Two  agar  tul>es  from  blood  and  spleen 
contained  an  abundant  growth  of  the  same  germs  next  day.  A  gelatine  roll  culture 
from  the  blood  remaintnl  sterile.  (This  germ  rarely  grew  in  gelatine  at  ordinary 
laboratorv  temperature.) 

From  the  pig's  si>leen  an  agar  culture  contained  only  hog  cholera  bacilli.  In  a 
roll  culture  from  a  bit  of  spleen  tissue  about  200  colonies  of  the  same  germ  and  one 
producing  licjuefaction. 

Pig  No.  11,  vaccinated,  about  eight  months  old  ;  found  dead  this  morning.  Skin 
normal;  spleen  not  enlarginl,  lA'mphatics  of  large  intestine  (meso-colon)  enlarged 
and  deei>Iy  nnhl'Mieil;  glands  in^  otli<*r  regions  of  the  body  enlarged,  pale.  Liver 
cirrhoseil.  Kidnc^ys  not  changed.  Stomach  ernpty;  mucosa  bile-stained,  along 
fundus  highly  congested.  I^rge  i>atche8  of  superficial  ulceration  in  lower  jejimum 
and  ileum.  In  caHiim  and  upin^r  colon  the  mucosa  is  almost  completely  destroyed, 
as  if  charcoal  dust  had  Kvn  rubbed  into  it.     Walls  much  thickened.     Very  cu- 
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piously  a  large  diverticulum  near  the  vaJve,  forming  a  pouch,  has  its  mucosa  intact. 
Ulceration  gi-adually  disappears  near  rectum. 

The  lungs  are  also  implicated,  but  there  is  no  pleuritis.  In  all  lobes  are  masses  of 
hepatized  tissue  varying  in  size,  the  largest  probably  1^  mches  in  diameter.  The 
hepatization  is  chieiiy  of  the  grayish  variety,  tlie  tissue  being  very  hard  to  the  touch. 
Some  of  these  masses  contain  necrotic  foci.  The  cephalic  lobes  are  replaced  by 
masses  of  collapsed  tissue  interspersed  with  emphysematous  tissue.     Bronchial 

glands  very  large,  pale  whitish  on  section.  In  each  bronchus  a  thin,  cylindrical, 
ark  clot  imbedded  in  much  glairy  mucus.  Lung  worms  in  the  blind  end  of  both. 
Cover-glass  preparations  stained  in  gentian  violet  show  leucocytes  chiefly,  with  many 
polar-stained  "cocci  located  around  the  nuclei  and  very  likely  imbedded  in  the  cell 
protoplasm. 

A  rabbit  inoculated  from  this  lung  tissue,  very  sick  thirt<.H3n  days  later,  was  chlor- 
oformed. The  place  of  inoculation  is  occupied  by  an  abscess  situated  on  thigh  and 
abdomen,  and  firmly  attached  fascia.  No  peritonitis.  Spleen  very  large,  of  a  gran- 
ular appearance,  the  size  due  not  to  engorgement  but  cell  increase.  The  larger  cells 
have  their  protoplasm  filled  with  deeply  stained  granules.  A  few  hog  cholera  ba- 
cilli can  be  seen.  In  the  liver  a  few  acini  have  undergone  coagulation  necrosia. 
Cultures  in  agrar  from  the  abscess  and  spleen  contain  only  ho^  cholera  bacilli.  It  is 
very  probable  that  the  swine  plague  bacteria  were  destroyed  m  the  orgimism  of  the 
rabbic  as  indicated  by  the  large  abscess  and  the  condition  of  the  spleen. 

No.  15,  control  animal,  died  October  4.  Spleen  very  large  and  gorged  vnth  blood. 
The  various  lymphatic  glands  of  aixiomen,  excepting  those  of  mesentery,  hemor- 
rhagic throughout.  Liver  and  kidneys  not  affected.  Stomach  filled  with  food. 
In  the  lowest  8  feet  of  ileum  are  a  large  numl)er  of  ulcers  varying  from  the  size 
of  a  pin's  head  to  one-half  inch  across.  The  smallest  ones  are  simply  superficial 
sloughs.  As  they  grow  larger  they  become  more  and  more  excavated  witn  thick- 
ened, puckered  periphery.  There  are  also  four  or  five  large  ulcers  of  the  same  ap- 
pearance encircling  the  tul>e  transversely.  They  are  all  staine<l  deep  yellow.  The 
serosa  beneath  these  opaque.  The  mucosa  of  the  caecum  and  about  6  inches  of  the 
colon  is  converted  into  a  tough,  i)artly  yellowish,  partly  blackish  necrotic  mass, 
closely  adherent  to  the  muscular  coat.  Wall  in  general  much  thickened.  Lower 
down  in  the  colon  there  are  alK)ut  six  oval  ulcers  three-quarters  inch  across,  with 
center  black,  periphery  yellowish  (resembling  buttons),  the  whole  slightly  elevated. 
The  neoplastic  growth  beneath  the  superficial  slough  whitish,  tough,  extending  into 
muscular  coat.     Farther  down  a  .similar  ulcer  3  inches  across. 

Lungs  adherent  to  costal  pleura  by  their  anterior  portion  and  to  |x»ncardium. 
The  leift  ventral  and  a  portion  of  cephalic  lobe  solid.  Tissue  grayish-red  on  section, 
A  slight  pressure  forces  from  the  air-tubes  a  thick  milky  fluid.  Th*^  principal  lobe 
much  congested  and  oedematous.  Of  the  right  lung  the  ventral  is  solid  and  like 
the  corresponding  left  lobe,  excepting  that  the  contimts  of  tht*  air-tubos  is  consistent, 
like  putty,  and  can  lie  squeezed  out  in  the  form  of  cylindrical  plugs.  A  portion  of 
the  azygos  lobe  also  hepatized-  Tlie  curdy  t>1u.g:s  made  up  almost  entirely  of  agglu- 
tinated pus  corpuscles.  The  thoracic  lyinpbatit  m  with  hemonliagic  cortex.  Right 
heart  contains. dark, semf-coagulated  blocKJ,no  white  tlironibi. 

This  case  did  not  present  what  might  be  considered  swine  plague  lesions,  judg- 
ing from  the  foregomc.ca.ses  and  from  previous  experience.  The  Iutij:';  tissue  rubbed 
on  cx>vers  contained  very  few  bacteria  of  any  kind.  A  roll  culture  on  the  fifth  day 
contained  many  colonies  of  hog  cholera  bacteria.  A  rabbit  inoculated  from  lung 
tissue  died  in  twelve  day^  with  very  large  spleen,  coagulation  necrosis  in  liver,  and 
hemorrhagic  duodenum.  Only  hog  cholera  bacteria  Obtained  from  its  organs. 
From  the  spleen  of  the  same  pig  a  liquid  and  an  agar  culture  contained  only  hog 
cholera  bacilli. 

It  is  of  course  impossible  to  say  whether  the  lung  lesions  were  due  to  the  swine 
plague  germ  or  not.  Certain  it  is  that  these  organisms  die  out  quite  rapidly  in 
lesions  as  they  advance  in  age,  and  may  thus  escape  detection.  In  this  case  death 
wa.s  due  primarily  to  hog  cholera,  as  the  hemorrhagic  condition  of  the  lymphatics 
and  the  culture  indicate. 

October  8,  No.  6,  control  animal,  found  dead  this  morning.  Spleen  enormously 
enlarged.  Lungs  contain  numerous  hemorrhagic  foci.  A  small  region  of  one  an- 
terior lobe  collapsed.  No  hepatization.  From  15  to  20  idcers  in  large  intestine. 
Two  cultures  from  spleen  remained  sterile. 

Nos.  13,  16,  and  17  are  interesting  cases,  in  that  they  all  presented  the  lesions  of 
both  hog  cholera  and  swine  plague  in  an  aggravated*  form.  Nos.  16  and  17  were 
previously  fed  with  the  spleen  and  large  intestine  of  the  Baltimore  pig  (No.  19)  be- 
fore they  were  placed  in  the  infected  pen  September  24.  No.  17  was  found  dead 
October  9 ;  Nos.  13  and  16,  October  11. 

No.  18,  control  animal.    Skin  over  pubic  region,  along  median  line  of  abdomen. 
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inside  of  limbs,  and  on  throat  considerably  reddened.  Superficial  inguinal  glands 
hemorrhagic.  Spleen  slightly  enlarged,  dark.  Abtlominal  cavity  cojiuiined  about  •. 
pint  of  fluid,  dark-colortxl  lecal  matter  wliich  had  escapetl  from  a  jK^rforation  in 
walls  of  colon.  Extensive  pale-yellowish  exudation  matting  I  lie  \ariou8  organs 
together.  Caecum  and  colon  extensively  ulcerated.  Lungs  diseased.  Exudative 
pleuritis  gluing  lungs  to  che-^t  wall.  Lt^ft  lung  entirely  liepatizod  with  exception 
of  a  small  re^on  near  caudal  border.  Principal  lobe  in  stage  of  red  hepatization. 
Ventral  lobe  in  general  re<l  on  section,  with  numerous  small  wavy  lines  and  circles 
or  ovals  of  a  grayish  color,  representing  perliaps  cell  infiltrations  about  air-tubes. 
The  latter  plugged  with  caseous  masses.  On  lhi4  lobo  the  pleuritic  exudate  was 
from  one-sixteenth  to  one-eighth  inch  thick.  Of  the  right  lung  the  whole  ventral 
lobe  was  solid,  red,  mottled  faintly  with  gray  ;  cut  surface  smooth.  Portion  of  the 
cephalic  lobe  in  the  same  condition.  Aj^gos  lobo  normal.  Bronchial  glands  en- 
Icirged,  pale  pink  on  section. 

La  the  red  hepatized  lung  tissue  and  pleuritic  exudate  a  large  number  of  swine 
plague  bacteria  could  be  detected.  A  rabbit  inoculated  with  lung  tissue  died  in  six 
days  with  extensive  subcutaneous  infiltration  on  thigh  and  abdomen,  8ix)ngy,  blood- 
stained. Spleen  somewhat  enlarged ;  liver  with  slight  coagulation  necrosis.  Al- 
though we  have  here  the  indications  of  the  presence  of  both  germs,  only  swine 
plague  bacteria  were  found  in  an  agar  culture  from  the  spleen. 

No.  IC,  f resii  animal.  Skin  normal ;  spleen  very  large,  gorged  with  blood.  Liver 
normal;  both  kidneys  have  the  medullary  portion  almost  completely  al)Sorbed. 
Ureters  distended  to  a  diameter  of  one-third  to  one-half  inch.  Catarrh  of  bladder. 
A  few  stringy  deix>sit8  on  coils  of  intestine.  Lymphatics  of  large  intestine  enlarged, 
indurated,  pale.  Stomach  normal.  In  lower  ileum  one  largo  ulcer  2  inches  long 
and  several  small  ones.  Large  intestine  tdcerated.  In  csBciuh  the  valve  is  covered 
witli  a  thin,  brick-red  slough.  Near  blind  end  two  button-shaped,  flat  ulcers,  one- 
half  inch  across  and  a  largo  number  of  very  small  ones.  In  the  upper  half  of  colon 
a  few  ulcers  of  similar  character. 

Feeble  adhesion  of  both  lungs  to  chest  wall,  bai-ely  collapsed.  All  but  the 
azygos  lobe  and  a  narrow  dor^  strip  of  lung  tissue  in  each  lung  hepatized.  A 
membranoas  exudate  covers  the  diseaised  portion,  thicker  ventral ly — easily  peeled 
off.  In  the  right  lung  the  hepatization  is  dark  red,  granular.  The  region  of  the 
ventral  lobe  (middle  region)  shows  dorsally  necrotic  foci  (t.  6.,  lobules,  or  portions 
of  them,  of  a  homogeneous,  pale  grayish-yellow  appearance,  very  minutely  honey- 
combed, cutting  like  cheese,  and  sharply  outlined  from  the  surrounding  tissue). 
The  ventral  lobe  itself  below  these  foci  nas  the  air-tubes  of  a: I  sizes  filled  with  cas- 
eous cylindrical  plugs.  The  necrotic  centers  are  numerous  in  the  cephalic  lobe. 
The  left  lung  is  m  substantially  the  same  condition.  Bronchial  glands  enlarged, 
tough,  pale  red.    White  thromoi  in  all  vessels  leading  to  or  from  heart. 

In  cover-glass  preparations  from  the  recently  hepatized  lung  tissue  a  considerable 
nimiber  of  pNolar-stamed  bacteria  can  be  seen.  A  rabbit  inoculated  from  it  died  in 
five  days,  with  extensive  pasty  infiltration  of  the  subcutis;  hemorrhagic  points  on 
caecum;  spleen  moderately  enlarged.'  An  agar  culture  from  the  spleen  contains  an 
abundant  growth  of  swine  plague  bacteria.  Through  some  oversight  the  results  of 
cultivations  from  the  spleen  of  this  pig  were  not  noted  down. 

No.  17,  fresh  animal.  Spleen  very  large  and  dark,  friable,  about  14  inches  long, 
2^  wide.  Superficial  ingumals  enlarged,  with  minute  i>etecchi£e  %>n  section,  and 
small  areas  and  lines  of  a  pale  grayish,  waxy  cast.  Complete  loss  of  medullary  sub- 
stance of  both  kidneys,  due  to  the  formation  of  cysts  varying  in  diameter  from  one- 
half  to  1  inch.  In  left  kidney  about  one-half  of  cortex  also  gone;  four  or  five  pa- 
pillae still  show  on  the  median  section.  In  the  right  kidney  only  one  small  cyst  in 
cortex.  Liver  dark,  tough  to  the  touch;  lobules  on  ventral  surface  slightly  proiect- 
ing.  On  section  the  center  of  acini  brownish  red,  the  periphery  pale,  when 
scraped  the  parenchynaa  comes  away  as  a  pultaceous  mass,  leaving  a  tough  honey- 
combed frame-work  (cin*hotic). 

Digestive  tract:  Mucosa  of  fundus  of  stotnach  wine  red;  at  periphery  of  oesophar 
geal  expansion  a  blackish  patch,  three-fourths  of  an  inch  across,  slightly  depressed 
and  covered  with  islands  of  yellowish  slough.  In  the  cardiac  region  ai*e  numerous 
erosions  from  one-sixteenth  to  one-fourth  of  an  inch  across;  all  covered  with  a  soft, 
whitish  deposit.  Tlie  mucosa  of  duodenum  has  its  minute  vessels  injected  and 
about  one  small  ulcer  to  a  square  inch,  superficial,  with  slough  stained  deep  yellow. 
For  2  feet  from  the  valve  the  mucosa  of  ileum  contains  ulcers  varying  in  size,  a  few 
very  large,  with  puckered  margin.  The  cnecum,  filled  with  brownish,  soft  excreta, 
contains  about  2  dozen  ulcers,  fiattish,  center  blackish,  periphery  yellow.  The 
base  of  these  ulcers  consists  of  a  neoplastic,  whitish,  tough  tissue.  Throughout  the 
colon  are  small  yeUowish  ulcers,  auite  superficial,  a  few  even  in  the  rectum. 

Thoracic  cavi^:  Right  costal  pleura  and  diaphragm  of  right  side  covered  by  a 
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la^er  of  soft,  shroddy  material,  thickest  on  the  latter.  .  The  entire  riffht  lung  covered 
with  a  similar  exudate  of  variable  density.  The  anterior  (cephalic)  naif  of  this  lung 
hepatized;  tiie  liepatization  varying  from  a  dark  red  to  a  grayish  red.  The  air- 
tubes  aro  plugged  with  translucent  and  oi>aque  whitish  plugs.  At  the  caudal  tip  of 
the  principal  lobe  a  grouj)  of  lobules,  sohcf,  grayish,  undergoing  caseation.  The 
bronchioles  ore  plugged  with  white  curdy  masses,  and  contain  remnants  of  lung 
worms.  Only  one-half  of  the  two  anterior  (ventral  and  cephaUc)  lobars  of  left  lung 
solid.  The  remainder  of  lung  oadematous.  The  azygos  lobe  completely  hepatized, 
the  cut  surface  of  a  glistening  brownish  red,  with  curdy  plugs  extruded  from  the 
bronchioles  on  pressure.  They  are  made  up  chiefly  of  leucocytes  (pus  cells).  Tra- 
chea and  bronchi  contain  a  large  amount  of  a  viscid,  jolly-Uke  material. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  pleuritic  exudate  revealed  among  leucocytes  a 
,  large  number  of  very  minute  cocci ;  in  some  a  i)olar  stain  is  visible.  In  a  few 
leucocytes  the  nucleus  was  situated  near  one  side,  and  between  its  two  branches  the 
cell  protoplasm  contained  from  tlftoen  to  twenty  bacteria.  A  gelatine  tube  cultiure 
made  directly  from  the  pleuritic  exudate  failed  to  develop.  A  liquid  cultm-e  from 
the  same  source  contamed  chiefly  swine  plague  bacteria  and  a  few  motile  hog 
cholera  bacilli.  An  agar  culture  waa  covered  on  the  following  day  with  a  very 
delicate  growth  containing  only  swine  plajcue  bacteria  so  far  as  it  could  be  examined. 
After  four  days,  however,  a  denser  gi-owtu  invaded  the  agar  surface  from  below, 
made  up  of  hog  cholera  bacilli.  Tiie  lung  tissue  showed  the  same  organisms  in 
laige  numbers. 

from  the  spleen  onlv  hog  cholera  bacilli  were  Obtained  in  a  liquid,  an  agar  cul- 
ture, and  a  gelatine  roll  culture  in  which  about  two  hundred  colonies  appeared. 

The  following  notes  refer  to  fresli  pigs  (excepting  No.  12),  which 
were  either  simply  placed  in  the  infecteci  pen  or  previously  fed  with 
viscera  of  dead  swine.  They  indicate  the  decline  of  the  swine  plague 
(lung  disease)  and  a  still  considerable  virulence  of  the  hog  cholera. 

October  8. — No.  12,  vaccinated  animal,  foimd  dead  this  morning.  Pleural  and 
abdominal  cavity  contain  considerable  blood-stained  serum.  Blood  extravasation  in 
muscular  tissue  of  abdomen  along  median  line.  C^axnim  and  upper  colon  flUed 
with  small  pebbles.    Death  from  injury.    A  culture  from  spleen  remains  sterile. 

October  8. — Nos.  89  and  40,  fed  with  viscera  of  hog  cholera  cases  October  1,  dead 
this  morning.  In  No.  30  the  mucosa  of  ileum  and  largo  intestine  was  necrosed 
superficially  in  the  form  of  a  thin  layer.  Lungs,  with  exception  of  a  small  patch 
oi  collapse  on  left  ventral  lobe  one-half  inch  square,  normal.  Spleen  contains  hog 
cholera  oacilli.  In  No.  40  the  lesions  were  the  same.  The  lungs  were  normal  but 
contained  limg  worms. 

October  10. — Nos.  1  and  2,  fed  with  viscera  of  dead  pigs  September  81,  found  dead 
this  moring.  In  both  there  was  extensive  necrosis  in  ileum  and  large  intestine, 
while  the  lungs  were  normal.  Cultures  from  the  spleen  of  No.  2  contain  only  hog 
cholera  bacilli. 

Nos.  41  and  42  fed  together  with  Nos.  89  and  40»  with  hog  cholera  viscera,  October  1; 
both  dead  this  morning.  In  both  the  mucosa  of  ileum  and  large  intestine  was  ne- 
crosed; the  lungs  were  entirely  normal.  Cultures  from  the  spleens  of  both  on  agar 
contained  only  kog  cholera  bacilli. 

October  15. — No.  467,  exposed  since  September  20.  foimd  dead  this  morning.  Post- 
mortem changes  b^un.  Thorax  and  abdomen  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of 
bluish-red  serum  of  an  offensive  odor.  Spleen  enlarged,  congested.  Lymphatics 
of  groin  hemorrhagic.  No  ulcers  in  large  intestine,  but  mucosa  highly  innamed. 
Lungs  contain  a  few  hemorrhagic  points,  otherwise  entirely  normal. 

October  18. — No.  71,  exposed  October  8,  dead  this  morning.  Limgs  normal.  Tlio 
lesions  are  confined  to  digestive  tract.  Slight  diphtheritic  deposit  on  mucosa  of 
lower  ileum.  In  cax;um  and  colon,  the  deep  wine-red  mucosa  is  studded  with  a  large 
number  of  small  ulcers.  Culture  on  agar  from  spleen  contains  only  hog  cholera 
colonies. 

October  19. — No.  73,  exposed  October  8,  dead  tlus  morning.  Spleen  enlarged  and 
lymphatics  generally  liemorrhagic.  Lungs  contain  numerous  hemorrhagic  centers 
from  one  to  four  lines  across.  In  each  ventral  lobe  a  small  region  collapsed  ;  no 
hepatization.  Kidneys  contain  hemorrhagic  points.  Extensive  ulceration  of  cax;um 
and  colon.    Culture  from  spleen  contains  nog  cholera  bacilli.  * 

October  21. — No.  74,  fed  with  viscera  from  diseased  pigs  October  18,  died  this 
morning.  Rxtensive  ulceration  in  both  large  and  small  intestines.  Spleen  engo*  ged. 
Lungs  normal. 

October  22. — No.  72,  exposed  October  8,  dead  this  morning.    In  this  case  we  again 
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meet  with  lung  disease.  Lung  small.  Left  lung  roughened  on  the  entire  surface, 
condensing  in  some  places  into  a  dehcate  mesh- work.  The  lesser  half  of  principal, 
the  whole  of  ventral,  and  portion  of  cephaUc  lobe  airless.  In  the  principal  lobe  the 
hepatization  varies  from  a  catarrhal  plugging  of  air-tubes  and  alveoli,  near  the 
caudal  tip,  to  a  dark-red  croupous  condition  towards  the  center  of  the  lobe.  The  right 
lung  is  free  from  pleuritis.  On  the  diaphragmatic  siurf ace  of  principal  lobe  are  from 
six  to  seven  patches  from  one-half  to  1  square  inch  in  area  of  a  bright  red,  mottled 
regularly  with  grayisli-yellow  points.  On  section  these  hepatized  regions  are  of  a 
grayish  pink,  mottled  with  deep  red.  Tlie  air-tubes  exude  a  soapy  fluid  on  com- 
pression. Tlie  ventral  lobe  and  a  portion  of  the  principal  lobe  in  the  same  condition. 
Bronchial  glands  enlarged,  firm,  slightly  reddened,  in  both  bronchi  a  large  num- 
ber of  lung  worms,  which  are  very  probably  the  cause  of  much  of  the  broncho- 
pneumonia.   No  inoculations  were  made  from  it. 

Spleen  slightly  enlarged,  congested.  A  small  quantity  of  blood-colored  serum  in 
the  abdominal  cavity  and  some  fibrils.  Kidneys  with  numerous  hemorrhagic  points 
in  medulla.  Stomach  and  duodenum  normal ;  five  ascarides  lodged  in  common  bile 
duct.  In  ileum  the  walls  are  triple  the  normal  thickness  ;  the  mucosa  is  converted 
superficially  into  a  yellow,  leather-like,  creased  surface  ;  when  this  necrosed  mass 
is  forcibly  scraped  away  a  deep  wine-colored  tissue  is  exposed.  In  the  colon  the 
deeply  readened  membrane  is  studded  with  alx)ut  twelve  snmll  ulcers  to  a  square  inch. 
In  the  caecum  the  entire  membrane  is  involved  down  to  the  muscular  coat. 

No.  70,  exposed  since  October  8,  dies  this  evening.  Lungs  normal.  Lesions  lim- 
ited to  digestive  tract  and  as  severe  as  those  of  No.  72,  just  described. 

October  23. — No.  68,  exposed  since  October  8,  dead  this  morning.  Spleen  en- 
larged. Limgs  with  petecchite  on  surface ;  no  broncho-pneumonia.  Mucosa  of  large 
intestine  deeply  congested  and  beset  with  very  many  small  ulcers. 

October  24. — No.  75,  fed  with  diseased  viscera  October  13,  and  since  then  exposed 
in  infected  pen,  dead  this  morning.  Spleen  enlarged  ;  large  intestine  extensively 
ulcerated.     Lungs  normal. 

October'  26. — No.  67,  exT)osed  since  October  8,  dead  this  morning.  Ventral  sur- 
face of  body  reddened.  Spleen  enlarged  and  dark,  friable.  Lymphatics  in  general 
enlarged,  indurated ,  pale.  Mucosa  of  great  ciurvature  of  stomach  intensely  inflamed. 
About  70  ulcers  present,  imrtly  hemorrhagic  Small  superficial  ulcers  throughout 
small  intestine,  with  lemon-yellow  slough.  The  entire  large  intestine  contains 
them,  including  rectum,  about  one-eighth  to  one-half  inch  across.  Slough  of  a 
dirty-yellowish  color.    Limgs  normal. 

October  27. — No.  468,  pig  about  one  year  old,  exposed  since  October  1,  found  dead 
this  morning  without  any  marked  signs  of  previous  illness.  Spleen  enlarged,  with 
numerous  hemorrhagic  infarcts.  Considerable  blood-stained  serum  in  abdominal 
cavity.  Lymphatics  generally  with  cortex  or  entire  substance  .hemorrhagic.  A 
few  hemorrhagic  spots  in  stomach.  The  serosa  liighly  inflamed;  several  small 
ulcers  near  valve.  Mucosa,  of  large  intestine  dotted  with  petecchise  and  discolored 
with  diffuse  extniviisation.  Kidney  with  cortex  and  medulla  pervaded  with  punc- 
tiform  hemorrhages.  Several  ulcei*s  with  neoplastic  base  in  caecum.  Right  lung 
lightly  glued  to  chest  wall.  Considerable  hemorrhage  in  this  pleural  sac.  "Over  the 
major  portion  of  the  pleiu-a  of  the  right  lung,  after  removal,  a  closely  adherent, 
thin,  opaque,  false  membrane.  The  tip  of  ventral  and  cephalic,  lobe  collapsed.  The 
pleura  of  the  cephalic  (anterior)  half  of  left  lung  covered  by  a  delicate  network  of  ex- 
udate. Collapse  as  in  right  lung.  In  general  the  various  lobes  are  glued  together. 
The  lung  tissue  itself  is  pervadetl  with  small  hemorrhages,  and  (edematous.  No 
hepatization.  Bronchial  glands  hemorrhagic.  From  the  spleen  several  cultures 
(agar  and  liquid)  contain  only  hog  cholera  bacilli.  These  are  \'lsible  in  large  niun- 
bers  on  cover-glass  i)reparations  of  spleen  pulp.  Gelatine  roll  cultures  show  the 
same  organisms. 

November  2. — No.  66,  exix)8ed  since  October  18,  dead  this  morning.  Post-mortem. 
Decomposition  advanced.  Peritonitis.  Extensive  ulceration  of  lower  ileimi  and 
large  intestine.  Ventral  IoIhjs  of  lungs  airless.  Limg  tissue  with  hemorrhagic 
points. 

November  3. — No.  81,  exiK)sed  October  22,  dead  this  morning.  Large  intestine 
with  mucosa  hijj:hly  inflamed  and  slightly  ulcerat^Mi.     Lungs  normal. 

November  4. — No.  80,  exposed  Kiuce  October  22,  dead  this  morning.  Intense  con- 
gestion of  mucosa  of  large  intestine,  also  numerous  ulcers.  The  mucosa  of  ileum 
for  3  feet  from  valve  completely  necrosed.     Lungs  normal. 

Decemb{r  7. — No.  94,  exposed  since  November  28,  dead  this  moning.  Ulceration 
beginning  in  the  large  intestine.  Lungs  with  a  few  hemorrhagic  foci;  otherwise 
normal. 

December  8. — No.  54,  exposed  since  November  13,  dead  this  morning.  Several  old 
ulcers  in  large  intestine.     Lungs  normal. 
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In  this  connection  the  following  case  is  of  great  interest,  not  only 
in  showing  the  extent  to  which  swine  plague  may  go  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  lung  tissue,  but  also  in  showing  that  animals  may  live  for 
some  time  with  only  a  small  portion  of  the  lung  tissue  capable  of 
I>erforming  its  function: 

No.  463  liad  been  exposed  to  hog  cholera  at  the  beginning  of  1888,  but  did  not 
take  the  disease,  tt  was  used  subsequently  for  experiments  on  purgatives,  and 
dosed  with  calomel  several  times.  October  1  it  was  placed  in  the  infected  hog 
cholera  and  swine  plague  pen.     It  had  been  thin  and  unthrifty  for  several  months 

Srevious,  and  failed  to  grow  in  weight.  After  stayirfe  in  this  pen  for  more  than 
iree  months,  apparently  resisting  infection,  it  suddenly  died  January  14.  Tlie  ab- 
dominal organs  were  in  general  healthy,  excepting  the  liver,  which  was  cirrhosed. 
When  cut  a  gritty  sensation  was  imparted  to  the  hand.  The  stomach  was  also  ca- 
tarrhal.    There  were  no  ulcers  in  the  intestinal  tract. 

The  lungs  were  extensively  diseased.  All  but  about  one-fourth  of  the  right  lung 
and  one-sixth  of  the  left  lung  solid.  These  regions  were  ataated  on  the  dorsal  as- 
pject  of  the  principal  lolxj,  and  were  very  hypersemic.  THr  remainder  of  the  lung 
tissue  (with  exceptions  to  be  given)  is  converted  into  a  yellowish- white,  homogene- 
ous mass,  having  the  consistency  of  rubber  to  the  touch,  and  cutting  like  moder- 
ately hard  cheese.  Scraping  brmgs  away  scarcely  any  of  the  tissue.  The  inter- 
lobular tissue  and  small  bronchioles  show  very  faintly  or  are  etfaced.  In  several 
places  the  hepatized  tissue  is  breaking  down  into  a  pasty,  grayish  mass.  In  the  left 
principal  lobe  a  sequestrum,  nearly  2  inches  in  diameter,  of  a  putty-like  consistency. 
The  right  ventral  lobe  is  also  well-nigh  convert^^d  into  the  same  pasty  materisd,  and 
the  centre  of  the  azygos  lobe  is  softening. 

The  various  lobes  are  bound  together  by  tough  fibrous  tissue.  The  pleura  is  every- 
where thickened  by  the  formation  of  bands  and  patches  of  fibrous  tissue. 

In  order  to  test  the  pathogenic  effect  of  this  germ,  the  following 
inoculations  were  made  in  addition  to  those  upon  rabbits  already  de- 
scribed: 

Two  fowls  which  wer^  inoculated  into  the  pectoral  with  1  cubic  centimeter  each 
of  a  liquid  cidture  showed  no  signs  of  disease.  Two  pigeons  inoculatfsi  with  ^  cubio 
centimeter  each  likewise  resisted  successfully. 

Two  mice  received  about  ^  cubic  centimeter  of  a  Uquid  culture  under  the  skin 
near  the  root  of  the  tail.  One  died  on  the  second,  the  other  on  the  third  day  aft^r 
inoculation.  In  the  spleen  and  heart's  blood  of  both  were  large  numbers  of  polar- 
stained  swine  plague  bacteria.  In  one  of  them  a  gelatinous  exudate  on  tlie  pleura 
consisted  of  immense  numbers  of  these  germs,  together  with  many  leucocytes,  whoee 
pit^plasm  was  gorged  with  them.  The  lungs  were  ii\  part  hepatized.  (In  both 
mice  the  duodenum  was  greatly  distended  by  masses  of  tape- worms;  in  one  the  hver 
and  kidneys  were  far  advanced  in  fatty  degeneration .  These  pathological  conditions 
no  doubt  hastened  the  fatal  result.) 

Effect  on  pigs, — Our  past  experience  with  this  germ  is  that  it  is 
difficult  to  predict  results  of  inoculation  into  pigs  unless  large  quan- 
tities are  injected.  This  is  particularly  true  when  tlie  germs  are 
obtained  from  an  outbreak  of  a  mild  character,  as  was  tlie  case  with 
the  one  under  consideration.  The  following  inoculations  without 
any  result  confirm  this  past  experience^:* 

October  8. — From  an  agar  culture  obtained  from  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  lung 
tissue  (pig  No.  9),  the  condensation  water  containing  an  abundant  growth  of  swine 
plague  bacteria  was  mixed  with  10  cubic  centimettTS  of  sterile  bouillon.  A  bouil- 
lon peptone  culture  from  the  same  source  was  added  to  this,  making  20  cubic 
centimeters  in  all.  One  pi^  (No.  36)  was  inoculated  subcutaneously  with  10  cubic 
centimeters  of  the  culture  liquid,  one-half  into  each  thigh.  No.  37  was  incx'ulated 
into  the  right  lung  through  the  chest  wall,  recei\'ing  3  cubic  continiet^TS.  No.  38 
was  ino(^umted  in  the  same  place,  2  cubic  centimeters  Ix'ing  injected. 

No.  36  manifested  no  ill  effects,  being  watched  several  months.  No.  87  likewise 
remaine<l  well.  No.  38  began  to  decline  about  a  month  after  the  inoculation,  and 
three  montlis  after  appeared  stunted  and  unthrifty  although  it  ate  very  well. 
Owing  to  its  poor  condition  it  was  kiUed  January  28.     There  were  no  lesions  of  ab- 

♦  Compare  with  these  similar  inoculations  made  with  swine  plague  germs  from 
a  severe  Iowa  outbreak,  p.  193. 
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domiiial  or  thoracic  organs,  excepting  a  few  membranouB  expansionB  of  connective 
tissue  fastening  the  ventratl  border  of  a  part  of  the  right  lung  to  the  cheat  walL 
Closer  examination  revealed  an  old  pleuritis,  indicated  by  sm^  shreds  of  fibrous 
tissue  firmly  adherent  to  the  convex  surface  of  the  same  lung.  In  the  cephalic 
lobe  were  two  or  three  small  collapsed  masses.  The  lungs  were  sound  with  this 
exception. 

SOME  GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THIS  EPIZOOTIC. 

As  already  stated,  in  the  latter  pai-t  of  September  three  piffs  from 
one  herd  and  one  from  another  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  were 
found  to  contain  the  lesions  as  well  as  the  germs  of  two  infections 
diseases.  One  of  these  pigs  communicated  both  diseases  to  pigs  at 
the  Experiment  Station.  The  swine  plague  rose  rapidly  in  severity 
and  then  fell  equally  fast,  and  almost  disappeared  within  a  month 
after  its  introduct4[^.  The  hog  cholera,  however,  continued  until 
the  middle  of  January,  1889,  witli  variable  severity.  Moreover,  not 
all  animals  took  swine  pla^e,  while  none  of  them  died  of  that  disease 
alone.  Previous  observations  have  shown  that  swine  plague  did  not 
last  very  long,  at  least  not  so  long  as  hog  cliolera  when  associated  with 
it.  That  it  may,  however,  become  exceptionally  severe  is  proved  by 
investigations  made  in  Iowa  in  November,  1888,  and  reported  below. 

Before  speaking  of  the  charactei-s  of  the  disease  as  observed  in  this 
outbreak,  it  must  be  said  that  it  is  by  no  means  safe  to  make  deduc- 
tions as  to  the  lesions  caused  by  one  disease  germ  or  another  in  the 
same  animal  when  we  have  a  double  disease  to  deal  with.  Hence 
the  brief  statements  made  must  be  considered  merely  as  opinions 
rather  than  positive  statements.  The  lung  disease  is  especially  puz- 
zling, in  so  far  as  the  lesions  in  diif erent  lungs  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  same  lungs  are  of  such  different  character.  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  swine  plague  causes  a  pneumonia  essentially  catarrhal  in 
character.  In  this  outbreak,  however,  much  of  the  pneumonia  ap-. 
peared  croupous,  i.  e,,  red,  granular.  A  certain  number  of  cases 
died  of  pulmonary  hemorrhages,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
hemorrhage  and  the  red  hepatization  were  resultants  of  hemorrhagic 
lesions  of  the  lung  tissue  so  common  in  unconiplicated  hog  cholera. 
Usually  the  dependent  lobes  appeared  to  be  affected  with  a  chronic 
broncho-pneumonia,  upon  which  the  swine  plague  was  grafted  sec- 
ondarily. It  was  quite  common  to  find  the  ventral  lobes  with  the 
air-tubes  filled  with  yellowish- wliite  consistent  plu^s,  or  else  creamy 
in  character,  while  other  portions  were  involved  m  simple  pneumonia 
without  implication  of  the  air-tubes.  Knowing,  as  we  do,  that 
broncho-pneumonia  is  not  uncommon  both  in  young  pigs  free  from 
any  infectious  disease  and  in  such  as  die  of  hog  cliolera,  it  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  such  lungs  are  especially  vulnerable  in  the  pres- 
ence of  swine  plague  virus. 

In  a  considerable  number  of  cases  lobules  were  found,  chieflj'-  in  the 
middle  and  cephalic  third  of  the  lungs,  apparently  necrosed.  On  mi- 
croscopic examination  such  lobules  contained  a  variety  of  bacteria, 
chiefly  streptococci,  ranged  along  the  periphery  of  the  lobule  in  large 
masses  or  colonies,  which  were  brougnt  out  very  well  by  the  Gram- 
Weigert  stain.  It  is  probable  that  the  lobule  became  necrosed  be- 
cause of  the  plugging  of  its  vessels  by  thrombi,  and  that  these  bacte- 
ria invaded  it  as  putrefactive  forms.  At  the  same  time  we  must  ad- 
mit that  so  far  as  we  know  the  process  may  be  the  very  opposite. 

Frequently  the  disease  process  is  still  more  complicated  by  lesions 
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duo  to  lung  worms.  In  some  lungs  the  caudal  tip  of  the  large  prin- 
cipal lobe  on  both  sides  was  converted  into  a  solid,  rather  hard,  gray- 
ish-yellow mass,  evidently  due  to  the  irritation  of  lung  worms  which 
settle  in  this  locality.  It  is  probable  that  swine  plague  may  start  in 
such  a  nidus,  although  the  peculiar  hepatization  is  not  originally  due 
to  swine  plague. 

In  the  cases  of  swine  plague,  pleuritis  was  a  common  and  promi- 
nent lesion,  directly  traceable  to  the  virus.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  pleu- 
ritis in  old  cases  of  hog  cholera  is  caused  now  and  then  hy  septic  or- 
S nanisms  entering  the  serous  cavities  through  the  ulcerations  in  the 
arge  intestines. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  although  not  belonging  to  this  outbreak, 
the  uniformity  with  which  ulceration  of  the  largo  intestine  accompa- 
nied intra-abdominal  injection  of  hog  cholera  bficilli  in  the  vaccina- 
tion experiment.  The  superficial  character  of  most  of  the  ulcerations 
would  lead  us  to  assume  that  the  virus  had  acted  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  from  the  surface  rather  than  in  the  form  of  emboli  from 
the  sub-mucosa,  in  which  case  we  should  expect  the  ulcers  to  be  deep 
and  rather  small  in  size.  But  there  was  no  evidence,  except  in  one 
case  (No.  484),  of  injury  to  the  wall,  and  we  may  have  to  accept  the 
alternative  that  only  two  or  three  animals  were  inoculated  within  suf- 
ficiently sterilized  cultures,  and  that  the  remainder  took  the  disease 
from  tnese  by  taking  the  virus  in  with  the  food. 

The  experiment  of  intra-abdominal  injection  of  sterilized  cultures 
in  large  quantities  has  since  been  repeated  without  any  accident,  and 
will  be  reported  when  completed. 

INVESTIGATIONS  OF  SWINE  DISEASES  IN  IOWA. 

In  determining  upon  rules  and  regulations  necessary  for  the  sup- 

Sression  and  prevention  of  infectious  diseases  it  is  necessary  to  know 
tieir  causes  and  all  that  pertains  to  their  life  history.  As  long  as 
these  are  not  fully  known  the  rules  that  are  laid  down  can  only  be 
regarded  as  provisional  and  subject  to  change  after  more  thorough 
investigations.  For  the  same  reason  the  preventive  measures  appli- 
cable to  one  disease  can  not  be  applied  to  another  if  there  are  differ- 
ences in  the  microbes  that  cause  the  diseases.  We  have  already 
demonstrated  in  this  and  former  reports  that  all  infectious  swine 
diseases  in  our  country  are  not  the  same.  We  have  separated  them 
into  two  diseases,  hog  cholera  and  swine  plague.  Although  there  is 
much  that  is  alike  in  both  diseases  and  in  the  bacteria  causing  them, 
the  latter  are  distinguished  from  one  another  in  a  number  of  ways, 
the  most  important  of  which  is  a  difference  in  their  resistance  to  de- 
struction and  their  behavior  in  the  surroundings  of  the  animals,  such 
as  soil,  water,  etc. 

One  of  the  problems  before  us  now  is  to  determine  the  relative  dis- 
tribution of  these  two  diseases  in  our  country.  Are  there  certain 
regions  oveiTun  by  one  of  these  diseases  and  free  from  the  other  ? 
What  regions  are  afllicted  with  both  diseases  ? 

It  was  to  aid  in  solving  these  questions  that  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  reported  prevalence  of  swine  disease  about  Mason  City,  Iowa, 
in  November,  1888.  Owing  to  the  very  willing  assistance  of  Messrs. 
L.  M.  Van  Auken,  H.  I.  Smith,  and  others,  of  Mason  City,  in  locat- 
ing for  us  the  places  where  the  disease  existed,  and  in  furnishing 
valuable  information  concerning  the  spread  of  disease  in  that  section 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  readiness  with  which  the  owners  of 
AG  88 13  . 
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diseased  swine  placed  all  the  means  and  animals  at  our  disposal,  it 
was  possible  to  examine  several  animals  from  three  separate  farms 
withm  two  days.  Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  bacteriological  work 
it  is  necessaryto  work  quickly  in  order  to  obtain  any  results. 

Fa/rm  ^.— The  disease  appeared  about  November  1,  in  a  herd  of 
sixty-five  shoats,  weighing  at  the  time  from  80  to  160  pounds  each. 
They  were  kept  in  a  one-acre  lot  at  the  time  the  disease  appeared  and 
fed  ui)on  all  the  new  com  they  would  eat,  together  witli  slops  from 
the  house.  The  pigs  were  all  dead  at  the  beginning  of  December. 
Of  this  herd,  three  pigs  were  examined  on  November  13,  i.  c,  in  the 
middle  of  the  outbreak. 

November  18. — Pig  No.  1,  black  female  Bhoat,  died  either  yesterday  afternoon  or 
last  night,  during  which  there  had  been  a  heavy  frost.  Superficial  inguinal  glands 
very  much  enlarged,  dark  red.  On  section,  mottled  with  grayish  lines  and  cn-clee, 
pr(H>ably  due  to  cell  infiltration  of  the  lymph  channels.  The  ventral  lobes  of  both 
lungs  collapsed,  fiesh  red.  Broncho-pneumonia  in  its  early  stages :  no  pleuritis. 
Spleen  but  moderately  enlarged,  not  congested.  In  i)eritoneal  cavity?  on  coils  of 
l£urge  intestine,  a  few  stringy,  loose  deposits  of  fibrin.  Kidneys  normal.  On  the 
mucosa  of  the  large  intestine  a  very  thin  membranous  deposit  not  much  thicker 
than  heavy  paper.  It  is  easily  peeled  off,  showing  a  deep  wme-red  surface  beneath. 
The  blmd  end  of  the  caecum  is  converted  by  a  transverse  partition  of  infiammatory 
origin  into  a  closed  cavity  larger  than  a  hen's  egg.  The  walls  of  this  sac  are  at  least 
half  an  inch  thick,  and  the  surface  of  the  partition  facing  the  colon  is  covered  by  a 
thick  yellowish  mass,  partly  necrotic,  partly  neoplastic.  This  may  have  been  the 
result  of  ulceration.  An  agar  culture  of  the  spleen  made  with  a  bit  of  tissue  re- 
mained sterile. 

A  pOTtion  of  the  mucosa  of  large  intestine  and  of  the  diseased  lung  tissue  were 
placed  in  sterile,  plugged  test-tubes  and  kept  in  the  cold. 

On  December  I,  a  portion  of  each  was  torn  up  in  sterile  bouillon  and  injected 
hypodermically  into  two  rabbits.  The  one  inoculated  from  the  intestine  remained 
afive  and  well,  but  the  other  died  in  three  days.  There  was  a  sanguinolent,  cellular 
thickening  of  the  subcutis  of  the  inoculated  thigh  and  adjacmt  groin.  The  thigh 
muscles  under  the  exudate  were  of  a  grayish  color  and  faintly  eccliymosed.  There 
was  peritonitis  indicated  by  ecchvmosis  of  the  serous  surface  of  caecum  and  a 
membranous  exudate  on  spleen  and  hver.  The  dorsal  wall  of  the  peritoneal  cavitT 
and  the  serosa  of  rectum  were  also  involved.  Liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys  much 
congested.  On  section  the  medullary  portion  of  kidneys  wells  up  slightly  above 
the  cortical  portion.  In  left  lung  &  to  6  foci  of  dark  red  hepatiz^ation.  A  cover- 
glass  applied  to  the  exudate  on  spleen  shows  an  immense  number  of  cocci  and  a 
small  number  of  leucocytes.  In  blood  and  spleen  pulp  they  are  rare.  An  cr^arcult* 
ure  from  the  latter  and  a  bouillon  culture  of  the  former  are  both  pure  cultures  of 
what  seems  to  be  ihe  swine  plague  germ. 

Aboutone  month  later  (January  3)  a  fresh  rabbit  was  inoculated  from  an  agar 
culture  meanwhile  renewed,  several  times.  A  little  of  the  growth  was  diluted  in 
sterile  beef  infusion  and  i  cubic  centimeter  injected  subcutaneously.  The  rabbit 
died  on  the  fourth  day,  with  extensive  lesions  of  the  subcutis  of  abdomen  and  thigh, 
partly  yellowish,  pasty  suppuration,  partly  ecchymotic.  The  peritoneal  cavity  was 
affected  in  the  same  way,  the  lesions Ibeing  exudative,  partly  hemorrhagic.  The  same 
organisms  injected  were  found  in  the  exudate  and  mternal  organs  on  cover-glass 
preparations  and  by  cultivation. 

Pig.  No.  2,  small  red  male.  Hah-  almost  entirely  shed;  very  much  emaciated; 
died  yesterday.  Lyn^hatic  glands  of  inguinal  region  enlarged,  pale  red.  Changes 
similar  to  those  in  No.  1,  but  much  less  marked.  Lungs  normal,  excepting  the  very 
tip  of  one  lobe.  Spleen  moderately  enlarged  but  considerably  congested.  Kidneys 
normal.  On  openmg  abdomen,  the  ulceration  of  the  large  intestine  was  manifest 
fronl  the  serous  surface  of  the  coils,  between  which  in  the  meso-colon  there  was 
a  gelatinous  exudate;  the  meso-colic  glands  as  large  as  small  beans.  The  csbcuui 
was  gliied  fast  to  the  adjacent  kidney  and  a  clot  as  large  as  a  marble  adherent  to 
the  former  in  another  place.  When  opened,  four  deep  ulcers  were  found  in  the 
csecum.  When  the  superficial  slough  was  scraped  away  the  tissue  beneath  was 
found  infiltrated  with  blood.  The  mucosa  of  entire  colon  was  beset  with  super- 
ficial sloughs,  chiefly  on  the  ridges,  and  small  round  ulcers  more  sparingly  dissemi- 
nated. 

Portions  of  the  diseased  mucosa  were  cut  out  and  preserved  in  the  cold  in  sterile, 
plugged  test  tubes.    November  20,  a  rabbit  was  inoculated  by  placing  a  portion  of  an 
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ulcer  under  the  skin  of  the  thigh.  This  rabbit  lived  until  December  7,  seventeen  days 
after  inoculation.  Over  the  pubis  a  tumor  as  large  as  a  lien's  egg,  which  seems  to 
consist  of  tlie  thigh  muscles  greatly  enlarged  by  abscejises  between  the  bundles  of 
fibers;  contents  of  abscesses  cheeky.  Over  the  abdomen  tliiokening  of  subcutis, 
v^rith  sero-gelatinous  exudate  on  periphery  of  thickened  area.    Ou  epioardium  a 

?;elatinous  deposit,  and  in  heart  muscle  about  six  whitish,  homogeneous  masses 
rom  one-eighth  to  one-quaiter  inch  in  diameter.  Spleen  slightly  enlarged,  dark. 
No  bacteria  t<i  l)e  seen  in  8i)leen  pulp,  but  the  large  pale  cells  have  their  protoplasm 
filled  with  deeply  stained  (methylene  blue)  points.  In  the  belief  that  the  looal  effect 
of  the  inoculation  was  the  cause  of  death,  as  the  rabbit  had  lived  so  long,  only  two 
tubes  of  agai'  were  inoculated  with  bits  of  the  enlarged  thigh  muscle.  These  re- 
mained sterile. 

On  December  1  another  ulcer  was  inoculated  by  tearing  it  up  in  sterile  water  and 
injecting  i  cubic  centimeter  of  the  suspension  of  ulcerated  tissue.  This  had  been 
kept  in  tiie  refrigerator  or  the  outside  air  since  it  was  ooUecied.  It  was,  however, 
considerably  decomposed.  The  rabbit  died  December  1 1 .  There  was  in  this  ease  also 
extensive  pasty  thickening  of  the  subcutis  over  the  thigh  and  abdomen  about  one* 
quarter  inch  thick.  No  iwritonitis.  Spleen  enlarged,  aark^  softened.  Lungs  pale; 
blood  dark,  coagulated  verv  imperfectly.  In  the  csBoum  for  about  8  inches  trom 
the  blind  end  are  about  eight  ulcers.  Thesinrface  of  the  ulcers  is  hemorrhagic,  the 
base  made  up  of  thickened  pale-red  tissue.  The  genesis  of  these  ulcers  was  explained 
in  subsequent  cases  as  a  caseous  (suppurative)  condition  of  the  follicles  in  the  walls 
of  the  intestine,  which  broke  through  the  membrane  and  caused  hemorrhage  on  the 
mucous  surface.  They  may  have  been  due  to  emboli  from  the  inflamed  subcutis, 
whdch  was  very  likely  the  cause  of  the  abscesses  in  the  heart  muscle  of  the  inreoed- 
ing  case. 

Cover-glass  preparations  from  the  spleen,  liver,  blood,  and  subcutaneous  infiltra- 
tions revealed  no  oacteria,  but  a  considerable  number  of  leucocytes  with  elongated 
or  divided  nucleus,  in  the  protoplasm  of  which  were  numerous  punctiform  bodies 
deeply  stained  (methylene  blue).  Agar  tubes  were  inoculated  from  hver,  spleen, 
and  blood.  All  but  one  remained  sterile.  This  contained  a  motile  bacillus  very 
much  like  the  hog  cholera  germ,  but  it  grew  more  vigorously  on  agar  and  liquefied 
gelatine,  besides  having  no  effect  on  mice  and  rabbits.  The  swine  plague  germ  was 
therefore  not  obtained  in  cultures  from  these  rabbits. 

At  the  same  time  (November  3)  a  shoat  (No.  3)  was  killed  for  ezaiiiination  which 
was  reported  to  have  been  sick  for  some  time.  On  the  back  of  the  neck  there  was 
an  area  8  to  4  inches  in  diameter,  from  which  the  skin  had  sloughed  away,  and  in 
which  the  muscular  tissue  was  exposed  to  view.  This  may  have  accounted,  per- 
haps, for  the  illness,  since  nothing  abnbrmal  was  found  in  tiie  animal  excepting 
collapse  of  the  left  ventral  lobe  of  the  lungs  in  which  broncho-pneumonia  was  not 
yet  apparent.    The  intestines  were  normal. 

Farm  B. — The  disease  had  appeared  about  the  middle  of  October  in 
a  herd  of  63  shoats  and  12  old  hogs.  By  the  end  of  the  year  53  shoats 
and  5  old  hogs  were  dead,  and  the  disease  practically  extinct.  When 
the  disease  broke  out  the  shoats  occupiea  a  40-acre  com  field,  and 
were  also  fed  with  skimmed  milk  and  slops  from  the  house.  The  old 
hogs  were  penned,  receiving  all  the  com  thty  could  eat.  The  exam- 
ination included  the  following  cases: 

November  14,  No.  4,  small  pig,  probably  died  yesterday  noon.  Temperature  of 
the  air  below  freezing.  Emaciated.  The  disease  seems  limited  to  the  lungs  and 
digestive  tract.  The  former  have  the  ventral  lobes  airless,  of  a  red  flesh  color.  In 
the  other  lobes  are  a  nmnber  of  scattered  foci  of  collapse  and  beginning  pneumonia. 
The  large  intestines  are  extensively  ulcerated,  there  being  at  least  3  ulcers  to  1 
•quare  inch  of  mucosa.  In  some  places  the  necrosis  is  in  the  form  of  bands  parallel 
to  .the  ridges  or  folds  of  the  membrane.  The  lowest  foot  of  the  mucosa  in  the 
ikftun  is  completely  converted  into  a  slough. 

From  the  spleen,  which  is  small  and  pale,  two  bits  were  placed  in  agar  tubes, 
though  no  bacteria  were  seen  on  one  cover-glass  of  spleen  pulp.  One  tube  re- 
mained permanently  free  from  growth  ;  the  other  developed  a  dense  whitish,  glis- 
tening growth,  extending  upward  from  the  spleen  tissue  on  the  surface  of  the  agar. 
In  bouillon  peptone  it  grew  slightly  more  turbid  than  the  hog  cholera  ^erm,  but 
had  the  same  form  and  was  motile.  On  gelatine  it  grew  without  producmg  lique- 
faction. From  the  liqiud  culture  two  mice  and  a  rabbit  were  inoculated  November 
28.  One  of  tiie  mice  was  found  dead  on  the  fifth  day.  In  each  lung  dark  red  foci 
of  hepatisation.  Intestines  in  part  blackish,  also  stomach  near  pylorus,  evidently 
doe  K>  tarry  contents,  whioh  may  have  been  due  to  hemorrhage,  although  it  waa 
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impossible  to  decide  this  point,  owing  to  the  small  size  of  the  animal.  In  the  small 
spleen  a  few  bacteria  were  seen,  but  no  cultures  were  made  therefrom  in  the  expec- 
tation of  getting  better  results  from  the  other  mouse  and  the  rabbit.  But  both  of 
these  remained  well,  so  no  importance  was  attached  to  it.  The  mouse  killed  vtdth 
chloroform  one  month  after  inoculation  showed  no  lesions  of  any  kind. 

On  December  1,  two  mice  and  a  rabbit  were  inoculated  from  an  ulcer  of  the  same 
pig  kept  in  a  sterile  test  tube  in  the  refrigerator.  None  of  these  animals  showed 
signs  of  illness  thereafter. 

No.  6,  a  small  pi^,  said  to  have  died  forty-eight  hours  ago.  On  examination  Ao 
lesions  were  found  m  lungs  or  intestines.  Two  tubes  of  agar  into  which  bits  of  the 
small,  pale  spleen  were  put  remained  sterile. 

No.  0,  of  the  same  size  as  the  two  preceding,  said  to  have  died  about  forty-eight 
hours  1^.  The  ulceration  in  the  lar^  intestines  was  as  extensive  as  in  No.  4.  Of 
the  hings  one  ventra^  lobe  was  hepatized.  From  the  spleen,  which  was  considera- 
bly enlarged  and  congested  but  rather  firm,  two  agar  cultures  were  made.  'Riese 
remained  sterile,  although  cover-^lass  preparations  had  shown  the  presence  of  strep- 
tococci. Six  days  later  a  rabbit  mocmated  from  an  ulcer,  meanwhile  kept  in  tlie 
cold,  remained  well. 

The  results  of  inoculations  and  cultures  from  these  three  cases  were  thus  entirely 
negative. 

iarm  C. — ^The  disease  appeared  about  November  1  in  a  lierd  of  14 
shoats  and  2  old  hogs.  The  shoats,  weighingf  rom  125  to  175  pounds 
each,  were  all  dead  before  November  20.  They  had  been  kept  in 
pens  with  a  small  yard  to  run  in,  and  were  being  fed  on  all  the  new 
corn  and  water  they  could  consume,  together  with  skimmed  milk 
and  slops  from  the  nouse.  From  this  herd  the  following  animals 
were  examined : 

November  14,  No.  7,  black  shoat,  weighing  about  125  pounds,  just  dead,  the  vis- 
cera still  quite  warm.  The  animal  is  in  very  good  condition,  although  the  owner 
claimed  that  it  had  lost  at  least  50  pounds  during  its  illness.  The  limgs  are  perfect 
excepting  the  tip  of  one  ventral  lobe,  Nvhere  a  portion  as  large  as  a  small  marble  is 
sohd.  Superficial  inguinal  glands  very  large  and  with  cortex  hemorrhagic.  Glands 
of  lesser  omentum  in  the  same  condition.  The  lower  coils  of  the  ileum  show  under 
the  serosa  punctiform  extravasations ;  the  walls  are  thickened  and  the  mucosa  itself 
is  concealed  by  patches  of  soft  yellowish- white  exudate  about  one-tenth  inch  thick. 
It  is  easily  peeled  off  and  exposes  a  deeply  reddened  membrane.  The  large  intes- 
tine, beginning  with  C6dcum,  is  extensively  ulcerated,  the  ulcers  being  in  general 
shallow  and  extended.  From  the  si>leen,  which  was  very  largo  and  gorg^ed  with 
blood,  two  bits  of  tissue  were  placed  in  agar  tubes.  These  remained  sterile.  No 
bacteria  could  be  detected  in  spleen  tissue  with  the  microscope. 

From  one  of  the  ulcers  a  rabbit  was  inoculated  November  20  by  placing  a  small 
bit  of  the  ulcerated  tissue  under  the  skin  and  drawing  the  incision  together  with  a 
single  stitch.  The  animal  died  in  six  davs..  The  subcutis  of  the  inoculated  thigh 
was  considerably  infiltrated,  on  the  abdomen  only  slightly  so.  On  the  opposite 
thigh  near  the  pubis  a  small  patch  of  hemorrhagic  points  on  the  muscular  tissue. 
No  peritonitis.  Spleen  congested,  but  barely  augmented  in  size.  In  spleen  and 
blood  no  bacteria  could  be  detected;  the  leucocytes  there  contained  the  stained  par- 
ticles, as  before  described.  Two  aaar  and  two  bouillon  peptone  tubes  were  inocu- 
lated from  the  blood  and  spleen  pulp.     All  four  tubes  remamed  sterile. 

No.  8,  animal  about  the  size  of  No.  7,  died  last  night.  Superficial  inguinal 
elands  wijth  cortex  reddened,  and  occasional  hemorrhagic  points  in  medulla,  which 
has  a  decided  greenish-yellow  tinge. 

All  but  a  narrow  portion  along  the  dorsal  region  of  each  lung  solid,  twice  as  large 
as  in  the  collapsed  condition.  No  pleuritis.  The  entire  hepatized  tissue  contains 
whitish,  cheesy  masses,  from  1  to  4  millimeters  (one  twenty-fifth  to  four  twenty- 
fifths  of  an  inch)  across,  which  are  consistent,  so  that  the  whole  lung  cuts  like  Uver 
tissue.  The  masses  are  so  numerous  as  to  leave  but  little  reddened  lung  tissue  be- 
tween them;  odor  moderately  putrefactive.  Liver  has  a  peculiar  mahogany  color, 
indicating  stasis  of  the  bile  in  the  bile  capillaries  and  ducts.  The  acini  are  plainlj 
outlined,  bloodless.  Spleen  exceedingly  large,  due  to  engorgement  with  blood.  In 
the  csBCum  a  large  ulcer  near  the  valve,  about  li  inches  across,  besides  six  or  seven 
smaller  ones  one-fom*th  to  one-half  inch  across,  the  yellowisli  slough  slightly  pro- 
jecting. 

From  the  lung  a  rabbit  was  inoculated  November  21.  A  bit  of  lung  tissue  was 
teased  and  broken  up  in  sterile  bouillon  and  injected  subcutaneously  into  the  thighf 
The  rabbit  was  dead  on  November  24.  The  injection  had  caused  considerable  pasty 
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thickening  of  the  subcutis  on  the  thigh.  The  spleen  was  enlarged  and  dark  colored. 
Other  lesions  absent.  Cover-glass  preparations  fail  to  show  bacteria  in  spleen.  Uver, 
and  heart's  blood.  From  the  spleen  and  the  blood  each  an  agar  and  a  bouillon  pep- 
tone tube  were  inoculated.  The  two  agar  and  one  bouillon  tube  contained,  on  tiie 
following  day,  growths  whidi  proved  to  be  made  up  onlv  of  swine  plague  bacteria. 
The  other  bouiflon  tube  contained  also  a  short  non-motile  bacillus. 

Another  rabbit  had  been  inoculated  at  the  same  time  by  placing  a  small  bit  from 
one  of  the  ulcers  of  the  ceecum  under  the  skin  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  thigh. 
This  animal  was  found  dead  November  27.  There  was  in  this  case  but  slight  sup- 
purative infiltration  of  the  subcutis  at  the  point  of  inoculation  and  a  few  petecchiiB  on 
abdominal  muscles.  Spleen  small,  dark;  liver  congested  and  in  an  advanced  state  of 
fatty  degeneration.  Cysticerd  in  omentum.  In  the  spleen,  Uver,  and  blood  an  im- 
mense number  of  swine  i)lague  bacteria,  showing  very  clearly  the  polar  stain.  Cult- 
ures in  agar  and  in  bouillon  peptone  from  the  spleen  and  heiart's  blood  contained 
on  the  following  day  only  swine  plague  bacteria.  A  tube  of  gelatine  inoculated  at 
the  time  failed  to  grow.  Swine  plague  bacteria  were  thus  obtained  from  both  in- 
testine and  lungs  of  No.  8. 

No.  9,  in  size  and  weight  like  the  two  preceding.  So  sick  that  it  was  thought 
best  to  kill  it.  In  this  animal  there  was  no  ulceration  of  the  large  intestines,  but 
in  the  ventral  portion  of  the  left  lung  the  broncho-pneumonia,  so  advanced  in  No. 
8,  was  already  established.  The  spleen  was  moderately  engorged  with  blood.  Two 
agar  cultures  from  siJeen  bits  remain  sterile.  Fi'om  a  bit  of  1  ung  tissue  a  rabbit  was 
inoculated  into  the  tiiigh  subcutaneously  on  November  21.  It  was  found  dead  No- 
vember 25.  The  local  lesion  involves  the  subcutaneous  conntactive  tissue  of  thigh 
and  abdomen.  The  muscular  tissue  underneath  is  grayish,  discolored.  The  siio- 
cutis  overlying  it  is  tliickened  and  softened,  p&rtly  gelatinous,  and  infiltrated  with 
blood  in  the  groin.  The  ceecum  directly  underlying  the  subcutaneous  inflammation 
of  the  abdomen  is  dotted  with  hemorrhages  and  about  3  inches  of  the  blind  end  has 
its  walls  very  much  thickened,  softened,  the  serous  aspect  discolored  with  blood  ex- 
travasations, and  the  mucosa  grayish,  softened,  the  contents  of  a  semi-gelatinous, 
colorless  aspect.  SUght  exudate  on  the  ventral  surface  of  the  Hver.  The  subcuta- 
neous and  peritoneal  exudates  contain  an  immense  number  of  cocci ;  in  the  blood 
they  are  few  in  number.  None  show  any  distinct  polar  stain.  Agar  cultures  from 
the  peritoneal  exudate  and  from  heart's  blood  contain,  on  the  following  day,  a 
growth  of  swine  plague  bacteria  only. 

No.  10,  small  shoat,  died  only  a  few  hours  ago.  All  of  left  limg  but  a  small  strip 
of  dorsal  region  hepatized.  The  principal  lobe  is  in  a  condition  or  dark  red  hepati- 
zation interspersed  with  areas  of  a  paler  color.  Over  the  ventral  lobe,  on  its  latend 
aspect,  an  exudate  nearly  one-eighth  inch  thick,  lamellar,  easily  scraped  away  as  a 
yellowish-white  pultaceous  mass.  The  lung  tissue  beneath  it  in  a  state  of  advanced 
cellular  infiltration  (broncho-pneumonia).  The  ventral  lobe  of  the  right  lung  is 
likewise  involved  in  broncho-pneumonia.  In  the  caecum  near  the  valve  a  slightly 
depressed,  ragged,  gnawed  ulcer  about  1  inch  across.  The  mucosa  of  the  entire  valve 
is  also  ulcerated.  No  lesions  lower  down.  From  the  shghtly  congested  but  not 
enlarged  spleen  two  agar  cultures  were  made.    These  remained  sterfle. 

On  November  21  a  rabbit  was  inoculated  subcutaneously  with  one-fourth  cubic 
centimeter  of  an  emulsion  of  the  lung  tissue  in  sterile  beef  infusion.  This  rabbit  re- 
mained alive  and  apparently  well.  December  17,  nearly  a  month  later,  it  was  killed 
with  chl<»roform.  A  large  ulcer  had  formed  on  abdomc^n,  exposing  the  thickened 
subcutis  firmly  attached  to  subjacent  muscular  tissue.  No  peritonitis.  Spleen  small 
and  pale,  liver  dark.  Stomach  well  filled  with  food.  In  the  walls  of  the  caecum  near 
the  blind  end  about  a  dozen  whitish  patohes,  the  largest  about  three-sixteentlis  of  an 
inch  across,  the  smallest  barely  visible.  These  patohes  correspond  to  soft  white 
masses,  probably  lymph  follicles  undergoing  suppuration.  In  the  left  lung  a  small 
area  of  hepatized  tissue.  The  process  in  this  case  had  been  localii^d  in  the  subcutis, 
and  the  condition  in  the  caecum  may  have  been  due  to  embolism. 

On  December  1  a  second  rabbit  was  inoculated  in  the  same  way  from  the  same 
material,  kept  meanwhile  in  the  refrigerator.    The  result  was  entirely  negative. 

The  virulence  of  pure  cultures  of  the  swine  plague  bacteria  obtained  from  pigs 
Nos.  8  and  9  by  inoculation  into  rabbits  was  tested  about  a  month  later  on  rabbits 
by  suspending  a  loop  full  of  the  gelatinous  growth  from  the  condensation  water  of 
agar  cultures  in  alx)ut  1  cubic  centimeter  of  sterile  water,  and  injecting  one-eighth  of 
this  amount  subcutaneously.  Rabbit  inoculated  from  culture  from  pig  No.  8,  Jan- 
uary 2,  dead  next  morning— in  less  than  twenty  hours.  Slight  infiltration  of  the  sub- 
cutis of  inoculated  thigh  with  ecchymoses  and  discoloration  of  the  subjacent 
muscle.  Lymph  gland  of  groin  hemorrhagic.  In  the  internal  organs  no  chuiges, 
no  peritonitis.  Spleen  dark,  slightly  enlaced.  In  spleen  and  Uver  an  immensft 
number  of  polar-stained  swino  plac^e  bacteria. 
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Rabbit  inoculated  from  culture  from  pig  No.  9,  January  8,  died  within  forty-eight 
hours.  The  lesion  at  the  place  of  inoculation  somewhat  more  pronounced  and  ex- 
tending to  abdomen.  In  the  latter  cavity  the  caecum  and  portion  of  colon  densely 
Sprinkled  with  subserous  punctiform  extravasations,  portions  of  rectum  and  duo- 
enum  reddened.  A  grayish  viscid  exudate  between  the  caecum  and  colon,  on 
liver  and  spleen.  The  exudate  consists  chiefly  of  swine  plague  bacteria,  which  are 
also  present  in  the  spleen  and  blood. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  cultivation  an<i  inoculation 
experiments: 


Date  of 
autopsy. 

Spleen  cultures  on  agar 
made  within  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Rabbit   inoculated   with 
ulcer. 

Nov.  18 

1 

2 

8 

4 

6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

Sterile 

December  l^jio  result 

November  20,  no  result; 
December  1,  doubtful. 

do 

Nor.  14 

Putrefactive    germ  In 

one  tube. 
Sterile 

One  rabbit,  two  mice,  no 
result. 

do 

November  20,  no  result . . . 
November  90,  doubtful . . . 
November  21 ,  swine  pla^ie 

do 

do 

do 

do 

RiU)bit    Inoculated    with 
luTij?  tissue. 


T)ec«-mber  1,  swlue  plague, 


November  21 ,  swine  plague 

Do. 
November  21,  no  result. 
December  1,  no  result. 


From  the  notes  and  the  tabulated  results  it  will  be  seen  that  the  dis- 
ease under  examination  is  not  hog  cholera.  This  is  abundantly  proved 
by  the  absence  of  hog  cholera  bacilli  from  the  spleen  in  all  cases  ex- 
amined. In  true  hog  cholera  these  bacilli  are  rarely  missed  when 
bits  of  spleen  tissue  are  taken  for  culture,  &nd  in  many  cases  a  prick 
of  the  platinum  wire  into  the  spleen  is  sufficient  to  produce  a  copious 
growth.  In  the  second. place,  inoculation  of  rabbits  with  material 
from  intestinal  ulcers  is  also  ^uite  invariably  successful  in  true  hog 
cholera  in  isolating  the  bacilli.  Lastly,  inoculations  of  rabbits  from 
diseased  lung  tissue  in  hog  cholera  are  successful  in  most  cases.  We 
have  in  the  investigation  oef ore  us  therefore  not  the  slightest  evi- 
dence that  hog  cholera  germs  were  present  in  the  diseased  animals. 
It  might  be  objected  that  some  of  the  inoculations  were  made  so  loner 
after  the  material  had  been  collected  that  the  specific  germs  died 
meanwhile  or  were  destroyed  by  the  multiplication  of  putrefactive 
organisms.  But  this  objection  may  be  answered  by  the  fact  that 
hog  cholera  bacilli  are  very  hardy,  and  could  not  have  been  destroyed 
in  tne  time  elapsing  between  po^^mor^m  examination  and  inoculation 
into  animals,  whicii  wjis  either  seven  or  sixteen  days,  as  indicated  in 
the  table.  During  this  period  great  care  was  taken  to  keep  the  ma- 
terial in  the  cold  and  in  a  condition  favorable  to  drying  (sterile  test 
tubes  plugged  with  cotton  wool).  Drying  fails  to  destroy  hog  chol- 
era baciln,  especially  when  surrounded  by  or  imbedded  in  other 
material,  withm  one  month  at  the  shortest.  When  these  facts  are 
taken  into  consideration,  the  disease  can  not  be  pronounced  hog 
cholera,  although  strikingly  resembling  it  in  most  of  the  animals 
examined.  There  is  but  one  alternative  to  be  considered.  The  gorm 
producing  the  disease  in  the  intestinal  tract  may  not  be  accessible  by 
the  methods  which  were  used,  i,  e,,  it  may  not  l)e  capable  of  infect- 
ing rabbits  and  mice  and  destroying  them.  It  may  be  limited  to  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  digestive  tract  so  that  it  can  not  be  obtained 
in  cultures  made  from  internal  organs,  such  as  the  spleen.  This 
theory  seemed  at  first  a  probable  one  when  a  few  of  the  inoculated 
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rabbits  died  with  what  appeared  to  be  metastatic  abscesses  in  the 
walls  of  the  csecuin,  in  one  case  in  the  heart  mnscle,  although  all 
the  cultures  from  these  animals  remained  sterile.  It  seemed  reason- 
able to  assume  that  the  microbe  in  these  cases  multiplied  in  the 
abscesses  only.  When,  however,  the  same  disease  in  rabbits  was 
caused  by  inoculating  tnem  subcutaneously  with  the  contents  of  the 
caecum  of  healthy  swine,  this  theory  was  abandoned,  for  it  showed 
that  whatever  caused  the  disease  must  have  been  normally  present 
in  the  intestines,  very  probably  as  a  putrefactive  organism. 

From  a  few  cases,  however  (lung  Nos.  1,  8,  9;  intestme  No.  8),  swine 
plague  bacteria  were  obtained,  and  without  doubt  the  disease  was 
due  to  these  germs.  The  lung  lesions  of  Nos.  8,  9,  and  10  were  well- 
uigh  sufficient  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  swine  plague,  but  the  existence 
of  intestinal  lesions  (ulcers  in  No.  2,  7)  without  any  appreciable  dis- 
ease of  the  lungs  had  not  yet  been  encountered  in  Eastern  outbreaks 
of  swine  plague,  where  extensive  pneimionic  and  less  frequently  pleu- 
ritic lesions  nave  thus  far  provea  the  only  reliable  diagnostic  sign. 
The  swin^  plague  theory  will  likewise  interpret  the  negative  results 
of  many  inoculations.  Swine  plague  bacteria  are  easily  destroyed  by 
drying,  in  ordinary  water,  and  in  putrefactive  media.  Some  of  the 
animals  f  swine  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6)  had  been  dead  from  thirty-six  "to 
f  orty-eignt  hours,  and  meanwhile  exposed  to  a  temperature  below  32*" 
F.  Under  such  circumstances  any  swine  plague  oacteria  present  in 
the  digestive  tract  may  have  perished  even  before  the  autopsies  were 
made. 

Taking  these  examinations,  together  with  previous  work  on  swine 
plague  in  the  East,  into  consideration,  we  must  pronounce  the  dis- 
ease not  hog  cholera  but  swine  plague,  basing  this  inference  on  the 
absence  of  hog  cholera  and  the  presence  of  swine  plague  germs. 
The  negative  results  from  the  cases  examined  on  Farm  B  are  ex- 
plained oy  the  perishable  nature  of  the  swine  plague  germ,  especially 
m  the  putrefying  contents  of  the  intestinal  tract.  The  following  very 
interesting  case  certainly  favors  the  theory  that  swine  plague  alone 
was  decimating  the  hogs  in  that  locality: 

A  gentleman  near  Mason  City,  Iowa,  had  lost  during  the  fall  about 
45  swine,  valued  at  $800.  The  last  ones  succumbed  aoout  six  weeks 
ago.  Several  opened  by  him  had  the  lungs  badly  diseased.  The  in- 
testines were  not  examined.  One  of  the  animals  had  survived  the 
disease  and  was  now  (November  14)  to  all  appearances  recovered  and 
in  verjr  good  condition.  The  owner,  however,  was  willing  to  sacrifice 
the  animal,  as  he  believed  the  lungs  diseased.  On  post-mortem  ex- 
amination the  abdominal  organs  were  found  healthy  but  the  lungs 
extensively  diseased.  The  left  lung  was  firmly  adnerent  by  short 
bands  of  connective  tissue  fibers  to  the  ribs  and  diaphragm,  so  that 
it  was  well  nigh  impossible  to  remove  it  without  considerable  lacera- 
tion. It  was  shrunken  to  a  small  mass,  and  in  its  substance  were  six 
or  seven  cavities  as  large  as  marbles  filled  with  a  soft,  pultaceous  mat- 
ter. The  walls  of  these  cavities  were  at  least  one-eighth  inch  thick, 
made  up  of  dense  fibrous  tissue  and  stained'uniformly  on  the  inside 
a  dark  bluish  red.  The  right  lung  was  adherent  in  several  places  to 
the  ribs,  but  contained  no  abscesses. 

This  case  is  chiefly  of  value  in  showing  that  the  disease  Was  limited 
to  the  thoracic  cavity.  The  infection,  introduced  most  likely  through 
the  air  passages  into  different  regions  of  the  lungs,  caused  at  tne 
places  of  deposit  pneumonia,  resulting  in  direct  necrosis  or  in  cell 
jufiltration  (catarrhal  pneumonia,  broncho-pneumonia)  and  subse- 
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quent  caseation.  The  pleura  were  at  the  same  time  involved  by  ex- 
tension of  the  disease  process.  The  animal  had  recovered  from  the 
attack,  so  far  as  recovery  was  possible,  with  a  lung  riddled  with  cavi- 
ties and  finnly  bound  to  the  chest  wall.  It  would  have  been  very 
desirable  to  determine  by  inoculation  into  rabbits  whether  the  cheesj" 
contents  of  the  lung  cavities  still  contained  the  living  germ,  but  this 
was  impracticable  at  the  time. 

Some  additional  statistics  on  the  spread  and  severity  of  the  same 
epizootic  around  Mason  City  were  Kindly  furnished  Dy  Mr.  L.  M. 
Van  Auken.  On  December  1,  the  first  farm  north  of  the  one  desig- 
nated as  Farm  C  in  the  preceding  pages  was  overtaken  by  the  diseaso. 
Of  14  old  hogs  and  62  shoats,  weighing  from  150  to  220  pounds,  2 
old  one^  and  24:  shoats  succumbed  up  to  the  second  week  in  January. 
The  animals  when  overtaken  by  the  plague  were  kept  in  a  yard  of 
about  1  acre  and  fattened  on  soft  corn.  A  farm  nortn  of  the  latter 
was  subsequently  infected.  After  5  or  G  had  died  the  rest  were 
shipped.  One  oi  the  dead  animals  was  examined  by  the  owner,  and 
the  liings  said  to  have  been  very  badly  diseased.  Other  herds  in  the 
same  vicinity  were  swept  away  at  nearly  the  same  time. 

Most  of  these  farms  were  visited  by  the  plague  for  the  first  timo 
last  fall.  The  disease  is  said  to  have  been  introduced  througli  hogs 
taken  from  the  stock-yards  in  January,  1888.  The  disease  seems  to  be 
JUS  virulent  as  hog  cholera,  and  is  to  be  dreaded  as  much  as  the  latter 
disease,  considering  the  rapidity  and  certainty  with  which  it  spread 
from  one  place  to  another  and  the  high  percentage  of  nioiHality, 
amounting  in  many  farms  to  100  per  cent. 

SOAJE  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE    BIOLOGY  AND  PATHOGENIC  ACTIVITY 
OF  THE  SWINE  PLAGUE  GERM  FROM   IOWA. 

In  form  tliis  organism  does  not  differ  from  the  swine  plague 
bacteria  obtained  from  various  sources,  East  and  West,  since  1886. 
In  the  tissues  of  rabbits,  when  these  succumb  within  one  or  two  days, 
the  germs  appear  as  polar-stained  bodies.  In  other  words,  when 
stained  in  dried  films  on  cover  glasses,  the  oval  germs  have  both  ex- 
tremities deeply  stained,  while  trie  central  transverse  portion  or  band 
is  nearly  colorless.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  reports  for  1886  and 
1887  for  furtlier  details  concerning  the  form  of  this  eerm.  In  those 
rabbits  which  do  not  die  in  so  short  a  time,  and  in  which  the  disease 
develops  into  a  peritonitis  (when  inoculation  is  practiced  on  the 
thigh),  the  germs,  although  exceedingly  abundant  in  the  peritoneal 
exudate,  do  not  all  show  this  polar  stain.*^  They  resemble  solid  micro- 
cocci more  nearly.  Their  identity  with  the  polar-stained  forms  is 
easily  settled  by  cultivation  and  inoculation  into  fresh  animals. 

In  cultures  the  germ  is  non-motile.  It  grows  especially  well  in 
beef  peptone  agar  at  37°  C.  In  bouillon,  with  or  without  peptone, 
it  grows  very  feebly,  barely  clouding  the  liquid.  On  the  surface  of 
boiled  potatoes  no  growth  takes  place  as  a  rule,  even  when  kept  in 
a  moist  atmosphere  of*  37°  C.  Only  once  was  a  faint  development 
observed  with  tlie  naked  eye.  The  growth  was  smooth,  pure  white, 
or  faintly  cream  color.  In  order  to  detect  its  presence  it  was  neces- 
sary to  catch  the  reflection  of  the  light  at  a  certain  angle.  This  posi- 
tive result  among  so  many  negative  ones  may  be  due  to  differences 
in  the  chemical  reaction  of  the  potato  used.  Growth  in  gelatine  at 
the  temperature  of  the  room  toot  place  in  some  instances,  in  others 
it  failed,  so  that  it  could  not  be  depended  upon  and  agar  was  used 
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almost  exclusively.  Its  resistance  to  drying  was  tested  with  the  aid 
of  methods  detailed  in  former  reports.  Cover  glasses  sterilized  by- 
heat  and  placed  under  a  sterilized,  inverted,  and  plugged  funnel  re- 
ceived a  little  of  the  growth  on  agar  or  bouillon  peptone.  A  few 
hours  suflBce  to  dry  them  out  thoroughly.  Twice  a  day  cover  glasses 
were  dropped  into  culture  tubes  containing  bouillon  to  note  any  mul- 
tiplication that  might  take  place.  The  dried  germs  from  agar  cult- 
ures were  capable  of  multiplying  in  the  bouillon  up  to  the  sixth  or 
seventh  day.  Bouillon  into  which  cover-glasses  were  placed  after 
that  time  remained  uniformly  clear.  When  dried  bouillon  cultures 
were  tested  in  the  same  way  the  germs  were  found  to  be  dead  after 
thirty-six  hours.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  germs  massed  together, 
as  in  a{iar  cultures,  can  withstand  destruction  by  drying  longer  than 
those  aesseminated  in  liquids.  While  the  former  lived  in  the  dried 
state  about  six  days,  the  latter  lived  only  one  and  a  half  days.  The 
same  curious  fact  has  been  determined  with  reference  to  hog  cholera 
bacilli.  Thus  in  a  recent  laboratory  experiment  hog  cholera  bacilli 
from  bouillon  peptone  cultures  lived  thirty-six  days  in  a  dried  con- 
dition ;  those  from  agar  cultures  twenty  days  longer. 

Pathogenic  properties. — As  in  biological  characters  so  in  pathoge- 
nic power,  the  Iowa  germ  seems  to  agree  with  the  swine  plague  bac- 
teria of  former  investigations.  Its  effect  upon  rabbits  has  been  de- 
tailed in  the  preceding  pages.  Briefly  it  may  be  said  to  produce  in 
them  suppuration  and  hemorrhagic  lesions  in  the  subcutis  and  in  the 
peritoneal  cavity.  More  rarelv  it  produces  a  true  septicaemia,  which 
must  be  regarded  simply  as  a  heightened  effect. 

Their  pathogenic  effect  on  pigs  was  tried  in  various  ways  by  hypo- 
dermic, mtra-thoracic,  and  intra-abdominal  injection  of  pure  cult- 
ures. 

Deceml>er  1,  one  pig,  about  five  and  one-half  months  old  (No.  88),  received  sub- 
cutaneously  into  each  thigh  5  cubic  centimeters  of  a  bouillon  peptone  culture  de- 
rived originaUy  from  Iowa  pig  No.  8.    No  result. 

At  the  same  time  No.  86,  of  the  same  age,  was  inoculated  into  the  lungs ;  9  cubic 
centimeters  of  a  cultin-e  from  the  same  source  was  injected  through  the  chest  wall 
into  the  right  lung  with  a  hypodermic  syringe  having  a  needle  about  8  inches  long. 
The  skin  at  the  place  of  injection  was  first  disinfected  with  ^(^  per  cent,  solution  of 
mercuric  chloride. 

The  pig  was  found  dead  next  morning.  At  the  autopsy  the  superficial  inguinal 
glands  were  found  with  reddened  cortex,  the  spleen  large  and  gorged  with  blood. 
One  or  two  ounces  of  slightly  cloudy  serum  in  the  abdominal  cavity;  a  few  threads 
of  fibrin  stretched  over  tlie  ventral  surface  of  intestines.  The  meso-colon  attach- 
ing the  two  middle  loops  of  colon  deeply  reddened ;  the  glands  of  meso-colon  and 
cdecmn  also  deeplv  congested  tlu*oughout  the  parenchyma.  The  mucosa  of  tiie 
colon  slightly  reddened ;  the  large  patch  of  follicles  near  the  valve  considerably 
reddened.    Gastric  glands  with  cortex  and  more  or  less  of  parenchyma  reddened. 

In  right  pleural  sac  2  to  8  ounces  of  blood-stained  serum;  none  in  left  side.  The 
entire  pleiiral  lining  of  the  right  side  reddened  and  covered  by  a  very  delicate  net- 
work of  exudate,  which  is  easily  scraped  togetlier  into  a  soft,  pulpy,  yellowish  mass. 
Both  lungs  collapsed,  but  considerably  congested. 

In  the  pleural  exudate  and  in  the  parenchyma  of  the  right  lung  are  large  num- 
bers of  polar-stained  bacteria.  In  the  spleen  an  immense  number  of  the  same  or- 
ganisms are  present.  In  cultures  obtained  from  this  organ  they  are  identical  with 
those  injected  on  the  preceding  day. 

This  exfjeriment  shows  the  different  effect  of  inoculation,  under  the 
skin  and  into  the  thorax,  of  the  same  quantity  of  culture-liquid. 
While  there  was  no  effect  from  the  former,  the  latter  caused  an 
acute  septiceemia  fatal  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours. 

A  second  experiment  was  tried  in  order  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the 
lung  disease  as  found  in  spontaneous  cases. 
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December  6,  two  pigs  (Nos.  43,  47)  were  inoculated  into  the  thorax 
as  already  described,  No.  43  receiving  1^  cubic  centimeters  of  a, 
bouillon-peptone  culture  originally  derived  from  Iowa  pig  No.  1,  and 
No.  47,  3  cu  Die  centimeters  of  the  same  culture  liquid. 

No.  47,  inoculated  at  8  a.  m.  Temperature  on  the  following  day ,  4.30  p.  m.,  lOo"  F. 
Ate  nothing  during  the  day.  Respirations  labored,  abdominal.  December  9,  tem- 
perature, iSi^**  F. ;  scarcely  able  to  stand  ;  respirations  accompanied  by  a  groan. 
December  11,  temperature,  102f ;  very  weak  and  failing  until  killed  December  11. 
At  the  autopsy  the  spleen  was  found  small,  pale.  Abdominal  organs  and  lymph 
glands  in  general  normal. 

The  right  pleural  sac  contains  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood-stained  sorum.  The 
pleura  of  the  lungs,  the  diaphragm,  and  the  chest  wall  of  the  side  highly  inflamed, 
thickened,  and  covered  by  a  thick,  loose,  and  spongy  exudate,  easily  scraped  away. 
The  ventral  lobe  of  the  right  lung  is  solid,  the  hepatization  dark  redventraily,  with 
5  or  6  lobules  necrosed  and  of  a  pale-jellowish  color.  Dorsally  in  the  same  lobe  the 
necrosis  is  more  extensive  and  very  likely  represents  the  region  where  the  needle  en- 
tered the  lung  tissue.  On  epicardium  a  thick,  soft  deposit,  the  pericardium  much 
thickened.  The  left  lung  normal,  but  adherent  in  several  places.  Of  six  cultures 
on  agar  made  from  the  pleural  and  the  epicardial  eqnidate  all  but  one  are  pure 
cultures  of  a  germ  identical  with  the  iniected  swine  plague  bacteria.  Of  three 
cultures  from  the  spleen  one  remained  sterile,  the  remaimng  two  contain  only  swine 
plague  bacteria. 

If  this  animal  had  been  permitted  to  live  longer  the  lesions  would 
without  doubt  have  been  more  extensive  in  the  lung  tissue  itself.  As 
it  was,  they  are  sufficiently  severe  and  characteristic  to  prove  the 
pathogenic  power  of  the  bacteria  injected. 

No.  48,  which  received  but  1|  cubic  centimeters  (about  one-third  dram)  of  the 
same  culture,  showed  signs  of  disease  immediately  by  remaining  quiet,  refusing 
food,  and  breathing  laboriously.  Five  days  later,  temperature  still  above  normsd 
(1051)  From  this  time  on  it  became  somewhat  better;  its  appetite  retmrned  in  two 
weeks.  It  did  not  fully  recover,  however.  One  month  after  the  inoculation  it  was 
generally  imthrifty  with  staring  coat  and  enlarged  abdomen.  It  was  killed  January 
28.  The  abdominal  organs  were  normal.  In  the  thorax  both  limgs  were  found 
everywhere  adherent  to  the  chest  wall  and  diaphragm  by  a  continuous  mass  of 
fibrous  tissue  not  yet  very  firm.  The  lungs  themselves  were  not  diseased.  The  peri- 
cardium, however,  was  very  much  thickened,  and  when  slit  open  a  mass  of  white 
cheesy  pus  was  found  under  it,  entirely  encircling  the  heart  near  the  base.  About  12 
cubic  centimeters  of  this  cheesy  mass  was  removed.  The  inner  surface  of  the  thick- 
ened pericardium  was  dark,  bluish  red.  Without  doubt  the  needle,  instead  of  pene- 
trating the  limg  tissue,  had  entered  the  pericardial  sac  and  deposited  a  portion  of 
the  culture  liquid  in  it,  converting  it  into  a  veritable  abscess  cavity.  Two  aqar 
tubes  inoculated  from  this  pus  contained  a  moderate  number  of  colonies  which 
proved  to  consist  of  swine  plague  bacteria.  They  had  thus  remained  alive  one 
month  and  a  half. 

In  order  to  observe  the  pathogenic  effect  that  might  bo  exerted  by 
this  germ  when  depositea  in  the  abdominal  cavity  two  pigs  (Nos. 
138,  139)  received  5  cubic  centimeters  and  2i  cubic  contimeters,  re- 
spectively, in  this  situation.  The  material  used  was  a  bouillon-pep- 
tone cultuj-e  twenty- four  hours  old,  made  from  aga  r  culture  originally 
derived  from  Iowa  pig  No.  9.  The  result  was  negative  so  far  as  any 
severe  effect  was  anticipated.  No.  138,  inoculated  December  27,  re- 
mained very  quiet  for  several  days,  and  could  only  be  made  to  get  up 
with  difficulty.  At  the  end  of  the  third  day  the  temperature  was 
105°  F.     At  the  end  of  the  week  it  had  nearly  recovered. 

No.  139  showed  the  same  symptoms  at  iBrst,  hut  recovered  more 
rapidly  and  was  apparently  well  m  five  days  after  inoculation.* 

*R**cently  an  abdominal  injection  from  agar  cultures  derived  from  pig  No.  8  (Iowa) 
produced  intense  peritonitis,  pleurltis,  a  croupous  ex7tdate  on  the  mucosa  of  nearly 
two-thirds  of  small  intestines,  and  an  intense  reddening  of  the  mucosa  of  the  large 
intestine. 
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NOTES  ON    TWO    OUTBREAKS    OP    8WINB    PISEASE    IN  YIBGINIA  AND 

MARYLAND. 

Vii-ainia, — Ona  farm  near  The  Plains,  Va.,  an  infections  disease  ap- 
pearea  among  the  swine  in  October.  There  were  on  the  farm  at  that 
time  about  sixty-five  shoats,  from  three  to  five  months  old.  weighing 
60  to  100  pounds  each.  The  disease  was  at  its  height  in  November, 
and  disappeared  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Up  to  this  time  about  forty- 
three  had  succumbed.  The  pigs  were  born  on  the  place,  and  had 
been  running  in  a  large  range'  following  the  cattle  until  the  disease 
appeared,  when  they  were  penned.  They  died  so  rapidly  that  they 
were  all  turned  out  a^ain. 

The  origin  of  this  disease  is  very  obscure.  The  past  history  does 
not  ^ve  any  clew  to  its  introduction.  During  the  great  swine  oi)i- 
demic  three  years  ago  this  farm  was  not  spared,  but  since  then  it  had 
been  free  until  January,  1888,  when  out  of  a  lot  of  forty  similar 
shoats  seven  died.  Some  of  this  lot  were  still  on  the  farm  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  outbreak.  That  the  January  outbreak  was 
due  to  an  infectious  disease  seems  hardly  probable  considering  the 
small  number  that  died.  At  time  of  the  last  outbreak  the  disease 
did  not  exist  in  the  neighborhood.  No  swine  had  been  brought 
upon  the  farm  for  five  years.  There  was  no  evidence  of  infection 
from  streams,  since  the  farm  is  situated  on  a  water-shed.  The  feed 
is  likewise  grown  on  the  farm. 

Information  of  this  outbreak  was  received  more  than  a  week  after 
the  last  shoat  had  died.  Dr.  Kilborne  visited  the  farm  Jahuary  9, 
at  which  time  these  facts  were  made  known  to  him.  Two  of  the  con- 
valescents were  killed  and  the  Ixmgs  brought  to  the  laboratory,  tkey 
being  the  only  visibly  diseased  organs. 

On  inquiry  the  following  general  facts  concerning  symptoms  were  obtained  :  No 
redness  of  skin  on  trunk  or  ea.  s.  Rapid  emaciation  with  tucked-up  appearance  of 
abdomen;  frequent  prolonged  coughing  almost  to  suffocation.  Or  the  two  killed, 
one  had  been  sick  for  six  weeks,  but  was  now  partly  recoyered  and  in  good  fleeh. 
There  were  no  lesions  of  the  abdominal  organs.  The  thoracic  organs,  however, 
showed  traces  of  a  severe  inflammation.  The  pericardium  was  extensively  adherent 
to  the  heart  muscle  by  short  fibers  and  the  latter  covered  by  a  thin  layer  of  newly 
formed  fibrous  tissue.  Both  lungs  were  more  or  less  adherent  to  ribs  and  diaphragm 
by  strong  fibrous  bands.  The  most  conspicuous  thing  was  the  enormous  enlarge- 
ment of  the  glands  at  the  root  of  the  limgs  (tracheal,  bronchial).  They  appeared 
like  a  bunch  of  lar^  grapes  of  a  bluish-red  color.  On  section  the  cortex  appears  as 
a  red  line,  and  similar  lines  pass  through  the  parenchyma,  which  has  a  pale  larda- 
ceous  appearance.  The  lungs  are  about  twice  the  collapsed  size,  very  flabby,  tiie 
various  lobes  bound  together  by  short  firm  fibers. 

A  large  portion  of  the  principal  lobe  is  airless,  of  a  pale  red-color  on  section,  and 
oedematous.  The  bronchi  have  their  walls  thickened  (peribronchitis).  The  re- 
mainder of  the  lung  tissue  is  in  practically  the  same  condition.  The  large  air  tubes 
have  the  mucosa  covered  with  a  layer  of  glairymucus,  the  small  vessels  injected. 

One  of  two  rabbits  which  received  J  cubic  centimeter  of  a  hypodermic  injection 
of  lung  emulsion  died  in  four  days,  with  extensive  pasty  thickenmg  of  the  subcntis 
of  thigh,  discoloration  of  subjacent  muscles,  gelatinous  exudate  over  the  groin  an(J 
on  musclesof  abdomen.  In  the  latter  cavity  the  caecum  and  contiguous  jxirtion  of 
colon  are  covered  with  minute  subserous  hemorrliages.  The  exudate  is  slight,  cover- 
ing in  part  the  inflamed  intestines  and  the  liver,  viscid  so  as  to  be  drawTi  out  into  thin 
threads  when  coils  of  intestine  are  lifted  up.  Very  many  con  us-like  ^erms  in  this 
exudate,  very  few  in  blood  and  spleen.  In  an  agar  culture  from  the  blood  fertile. 
In  ail  respects  the  germ  is  identical  with  that  of  swine  plague. 

A  rabbit  inoculated  from  the  agar  culture  of  the  first  rabbit  indirectly,  by  inject- 
ing subcutaneously  -^  cubic  centuneter  of  a  bouillon-peptone  cultiii*e  made  from  it 
died  in  four  days  with  substantially  the  same  lesions,  excepting  that  the  thigh  mus- 
cles were  more  extensively  discolored. 
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The  second  rabbit  inoculated  from  the  lung  tissuo  of  the  pig  died  in  eight  days. 
The  lesions  of  this  animal  were  of  the  same  character  but  less  severe.  The  hemor- 
rhages on  the  intestines  were  absent,  though  the  exudate  was  abundant.  From  tlie 
blood  two  aqar  tubes  were  inoculated:  both  developed  an  abundant  growth  of  the 
same  bacteria  (swine  plague)  obtained  from  the  first  rabbit. 

The  condition  of  the  second  mg  when  killed  was  like  that  of  the  firet.  The  ab- 
dominal organs  were  normal.  The  limgs  were  free  from  adhesions.  Throughout 
all  the  lobes  of  both,  but  especially  along  the  free  short  margins  of  principal  lobes, 
are  masses  about  the  size  of  a  marble,  or  in  a  thin  layer  under  the  pleura,  of  a 
waxy,  semi-translucent  aspect,  on  section  solid.  The  remainder  of  the  lung  tissue 
oedematous. 

Two  rabbits  were  inoculated  from  lung  tissue.  Of  these,  one  died  on  the  fourth 
day.  There  were  no  lesions  to  accoimt  for  death;  no  germs  in  the  various  cultures 
from  its  organs.    Tlie  second  rabbit  remained  well. 

From  the  spleen  of  each  pig  three  agar  tubes  were  infected  with  bits  of  spleen  tis- 
sue. The  three  cultures  made  from  the  second  pig  remained  sterile.  Two  from  the 
first  also  remained  sterile.  In  the  third  tube  a  germ  like  swine  plague  appeared 
which  failed  to  develop  when  transferred  to  fresh  tub^. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  outbreak  was  swine  plague,  although 
the  presence  oi  swine  plague  germs  in  one  case  can  not  be  regarded 
as  conclusive  evidence.  It  is  remarkable  that  these  germs  should 
still  be  present  in  an  animal  almost  recovered  from  the  disease. 

Maryland, — The  cases  reported  below  were  very  likeljr  aflFected 
with  hog  cholera,  although  the  bacteriological  examination,  as  far 
as  it  went,  gave  negative  results.  It  seems  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  when  swine  roam  over  a  considerable  extent  of  territory  in 
search  of  food  the  virus  is  more  widely  distributed  but  less  concen- 
trated. Less  virus  is  therefore  taken  up  by  individual  animals, 
and  although  the  disease  is  equally  fatal  in  the  end,  the  course  may 
be  somewhat  different  and  the  lesions  less  extensive.  At  the  same 
time  the  bacteria  may  elude  observation.  They  may  remain  more 
or  less  localized,  owing  to  the  reactive  power  of  the  organism,  which 
destroys  those  that  have  entered  the  internal  organs.  To  those  who 
would  give  up  the  search  for  hog  cholera  bacilli  after  a  few  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  to  find  them  we  would  recommend  the  perusal  of 
the  following  three  cases: 

Swine  diseases  prevailed  more  or  less  in  Montgomery  County,  Md.,  during  the 
latter  weeks  of  September  and  the  early  part  of  October,  1888. 

October  17.— Mr.  H lost  about  twenty- two  out  of  a  herd  of  fifty-five  to  sixty 

swine  during  the  past  four  weeks.  Of  tliose  now  scattered  in  a  large  field  two  ap- 
pear ill ;  one,  a  small  black  shoat,  is  killed  by  cutting  its  throat,  and  examined. 
The  superficial  inguinal  glands  are  very  much  enlarged,  tlie  surface  mottled,  dark 
red  ;  the  spleen  large,  but  pale  and  rather  firm.  The  liver  shows  signs  of  invasion 
of  the  Sderoatoma  pinguicokf.  The  lympliatic  glands  at  lesser  curvature  of  stom- 
ach are  very  large ;  cortex  completely  hcmonhagic. 

The  left  lung  normal ;  the  prmcipal  lobe  of  the  right  lung  has  in  it  a  mass  of  tis- 
sue involved  in  broncho-pneumonia,  extending  obliquely  from  the  free  border  to 
near  the  dorsal  region,  about  1  inch  thick.  The  lymphatics  along  the  doi-sal  aorta 
are  likewise  hemorrhagic  ;  the  stomach  filled  with  food  ;  smaU  intestines  contain  a 
number  of  attached  cc/tmor/iyncW ;  the  large  intestines  distendod  with  semi-solid 
fecal  matter.  The  mucosa,  in  general,  is  normal,  but  in  the  caecum  are  two  ulcers 
about  three-eightlis  of  an  inch  across,  round,  slightly  elevated,  with  center  black 
and  periphery  yellow.  Beneath  tlie  superficial  slough  is  a  whitish,  firm,  new 
growth,  extending  to  the  muscular  coat  in  the  center  of  the  ulcer. 

The  spleen  and  the  right  lung  were  taken  to  tlie  laboratory.  From  the  former 
cultures  were  made  on  agar,  in  gelatine  and  beef  infusion,  by  adding  bits  of  spleen 
tissue  as  large  as  peas.  In  no  tube  did  any  development  take  place.  A  rabbit  in- 
oculated by  tearing  up  a  pair  of  hepatized  lung  tissues  in  sterile  beef  infusion  and 
injecting  the  turbid  liauid  subcutaneously  remained  well. 

SeverS  miles  from  the  first  farm  we  came  upon  a  herd  of  young  pigs  which  wore 
jast  showing  signs  of  disease,  although  none  had  Ix'en  lost.  One  of  them,  with  un- 
steady gait,  which  hid  in  the  litter  under  a  shed  and  returned  to  it  when  driven 
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away,  was  killed  by  bleeding  from  the  vessels  of  the  neck.  The  lungs  were  without 
a  si^  of  disease.  Spleen  enormously  enlarged  and  gorged  with  blood.  The  lym- 
phatic glands  of  groin  and  about  stomach  very  large,  but  rather  pale,  and  oedema- 
tons  on  section.  Stomach  filled  with  food.  Large  intestines  overdistcnded  with 
very  dry,  hard  feces,  somewhat  softer  near  coecum ;  in  the  latter  only  one  ulcer, 
and  this  on  the  valve  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  across,  and  of  the  same  nature  as 
the  one  found  in  the  preceding  case. 

A  portion  of  the  spleen  of  this  animal  was  taken  to  the  laboratory  and  cultures 
made  as  in  the  previous  case,  with  bits  of  spleen.  All  cultures  remained  perma- 
nently sterile. 

Several  miles  from  the  latter  place  we  found  the  disease  on  a  farm  situated  on  a 
hill.  The  swine  were  allowed  to  go  a  considerable  distance  down  the  slope  to  a 
marshy  stream.  The  owner  liad  loot  6  or  8  out  of  a  herd  of  20  to  25  within  six  weeks. 
A  few  were  evidently  ill,  but  none  were  killed,  as  a  dead  one  was  found.  It  had 
probably  died  during  the  night.  The  buzzards  had  consumed  nearly  all  the  intes- 
tines through  a  small  hole  near  the  pubis.  Putrefaction  had  already  set  in.  Spleen 
enlarged,  slightly  congested.  In  the  small  }>ortion  of  the  large  intestine,  which  still 
remamed,  an  ulcer  was  foimd  tliree-eighths  inch  across.  The  glands  or  lesser  omen- 
timi  with  hemorrhagic  cortex.  The  stomach  contains  a  small  quantity  of  bile- 
stained  fluid.  Both  lungs  glued  to  chest  wall  by  coagulated  fibrin  from  blood  ex- 
travasation. Left  lung  contained  about  ten  to  fifteen  hemorrhagic  foci,  visible 
under  pleura,  one-fourth  to  one-half  inch  across.  The  principal  Ioto  of  right  lung 
solid,  granular,  evidently  broncho-pneumonia.  The  hepatized  lobe  was  discolored 
by  recent  and  extensive  blood  extravasation.  A  gelatinous  deposit  under  stemiun 
resting  on  pericardium.  The  semi-decomposed  condition  of  the  animal  prevented  a 
more  careful  examination.  Portions  of  the  spleen  and  hepatized  lung  tissue  were 
taken  for  examination. 

While  the  spleen  of  the  two  preceding  oases  showed  no  indications  of  bacterial 
life  on  cover-glass  preparations,  the  spleen  of  this  case  contained  a  considerable 
number  of  bacteria  resembling  hog  cholera  bacilli  very  closely.  On  gelatine  they 
grew  differently  from  the  latter,  and  tlie  cultures  emitted  a  shghtly  offensive  odor. 
In  liquids  they  were  actively  motile.  They  were  putrefactive  bacteria,  without 
effect  upon  two  rabbits  inoculated  with  large  cjuantities  of  the  cultures.  A  rabbit 
inoculated  with  the  diseased  lung  tissue  remamed  well.  The  latter,  on  closer  ex- 
amination, liad  a  texture  as  granular  as  the  roe  of  fishes,  the  granules  being  inspis- 
sated cell  masses  in  the  alveoli  and  air-tubes.  At  least  four  different  kinds  of 
bacteria  were  present  in  large  numbers. 

The  absence  of  specific  disease  germs  from  the  spleens  of  these  pigs 
is  in  harmony  with  the  results  obtained  in  other  infectious  malaJiies 
when  animals  are  killed  in  the  early  stages  or  during  the  height  of 
the  disease.  It  is  only  in  the  last  stages  that  the  bacteria  are  able 
to  multiply  and  appear  in  sufficient  numbers  in  the  internal  organs 
to  be  detected.  In  tlie  third  case,  death  was  very  likely  brought  on 
by  the  pulmonary  hemorrhage  not  infrequently  found  in  hog  cholera. 
The  specific  bacilli  produced  at  first  the  ulcers,  and  were  either  work- 
ing their  wav  slowly  into  the  internal  organs  or  else  were  being  de- 
stroyed in  the  ulcer  itself.  The  latter  termination  would  signify 
recovery,  the  former  death.  These  ulcers  might  be  aptly  com- 
pared to  the  malignant  pustule  in  man,  in  which  the  virus  re- 
mains at  first  localized  but  may  spread  throughout  the  system 
after  a  time.  The  presence  of  numerous  ulcers  in  swine  is  to  bo 
regarded  as  a  multiple  infection,  while  in  the  three  cases  just  cited 
the  infection  was  limited  to  a  few  foci  or  but  one.  The  ulcers  would 
no  doubt  have  revealed  the  virus,  but  our  previous  experience  with 
the  spleens  of  diseased  swine  made  it  seem  unnecessarv  to  study  the 
ulcer  itself.,  As  regards  the  lung  disease  of  the  thira  case  nothing 
positive  can  be  said.  It  resembled  most  closely  chronic  swine  plague. 
The  ^erm  of  this  disease  was  not  present,  however,  as  shown  by  the 
rabbit  inoculation. 
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THE  ETIOLOGY  AND  DIAGNOSIS  OF  GLANDERS. 

Glanders  is  a  contagious  disease  of  importance,  both  from  an  eco- 
nomical and  sanitary  stand-point.  It  is  not  only  communicated  from 
one  horse  to  another,  but  it  is  occasionally  transmitted  to  man,  pro- 
ducing a  severe  and  generally  fatal  disease. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  and  of  legislation  to-day  demands  the 
slaughter  of  animals  affected  with  glanders.  Recovery  of  horses 
affected  with  this  disease  is  perhaps  never  complete.  In  the  great 
majoritv  of  cases  it  runs  A  course  of  variable  length,  the  final  result 
of  which  is  death  preceded  by  emaciation  and  general  debility.  Nor 
is  there  any  remedy  or  cure  for  the  disease.  Granted  even  the  pos- 
sibility of  recovery,  the  affected  animal  is  in  the  meantime  a  source 
of  continual  danger  to  other  horses  and  to  human  beings.  It  is 
therefore  in  the  end  economy  to  immediately  destroy  glandered  horses 
when  detected,  6ven  were  human  life  not  endangered  by  their  pres- 
ence. 

But  the  diagnosis  of  glanders  is  not  always  an  easy  matter.  It 
may  be  confounded  with  a  number  "of  other  diseases,  and  when  a 
very  valuable  aninlal  is  involved  an  accurate  diagnosis  is  of  great 
importance.  Since  the  discovery  of  the  bacillus  of  glanders  in  1882 
considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  matter  of  diagnosis,  and 
we  are  in  a  position  to-day  to  present  a  few  valuable  facts  in  this 
connection.  In  tlie  following  pages  some  space  will  be  devoted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  causation  or  etiology  of  the  disease,  with 
special  reference  to  the  specific  bacillus  and  its  biology,  a  brief  ac- 
count of  experiments  made  both  in  our  own  laboratory  and  else- 
where to  facilitate  diagnosis. 

BTIOLOaY. 

The  communicable  nature  of  the  disease  among  horses  known  as 
glanders  and  farcy  is  now  thoroughly  established  by  experiments, 
which  have  revealed  its  cause  as  a  micro-organism  belonging  to  the 
group  of  bacilli.  These  experiments  date  from  the  ye^r  1882.  The 
contagious  character  was,  however,  recognized  long  before  this  time 
and  various  experimenters  had  succeeded  in  producing  the  disease 
in  horses  and  other  animals  by  inoculating  with  the  nasal  discharges 
and  other  pathological  products  of  the  disease.  In  Germany  the 
real  character  of  glanders  was  recognized  as  far  back  as  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  century.  In  France,  however,  there  was  a 
strong  opposition  to  those  who  held  glanders  to  be  a  communicable 
disease,  which  opposition  was  not  overcome  until  about  thirty. years 
ago. 

Various  efforts  had  been  made  in  the  last  forty  years  to  discover  the 
actual  cause  of  the  disease,  either  in  the  blood  of  the  affected  animal 
or  in  the  specific  lesions  of  the  air  passages  and  the  skin.  The  alleged 
discover]  OS  in  most  cases  were  far  from  the  truth,  and  at  times  sen- 
sational and  absurd.  Thus  Hallier,  in  1868,  claimed  to  have  found 
the  same  organism  in  glanders  which  he  regarded  as  the  cause  of 
syi)hilis  in  man.  The  aootrine  that  syphilis  originated  in  glanders 
had  been  promulgated  before  this,  and  was  now  seemingly  confirmed 
by  Hallier's  fantastic  inferences.  In  1882  Roszahegyi  described  or- 
ganisms whi(ni  he  found  in  the  pustules  of  a  man  who  had  succumbed 
to  acute  glanders.    His  description  warrants  the  belief  that  he  was 
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the  first  to  see  the  bacilli  of  glanders.  He  did  not  go  far  enough, 
however,  and  failed  to  show  any  causal  relation  between  these  organ- 
isms and  the  disease.  In  1882,  Loffler  and  Schiitz  published  the 
first  positive  results  obtained  in  isolating  the  bacillus"  of  glanders, 
whicn  have  been  confirmed  by  a  number  of  observers  subsequently. 
Meanwhile  work  had  been  ^oin^  on  in  France  in  the  same  direction. 
Bouchard,  Capitan,  and  Charnn  published  in  1883  the  results  of 
cultivation  and  inoculation  experiments  dating  back  to  1881,  which 
they  claime<l  as  decisive  in  demonstrating  the  microbe  of  the  disease. 
A  careful  perusal  of  Bouley's  note  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in 
1883  {Bull.  Accul,  Medecuie,  1883,  p.  1239)  will,  however,  convince 
any  unbiiised  reader  that  the  methods  which  they  employed  (in  one 
case  they  made  cultures  from  a  nasal  ulcer  in  bouillon,  in  another 
from  a  spleen  tubercle  in  bouillon)  are  either  unsafe  or  insufficient 
in  bringing  about  any  positive  results  as  to  the  true  nature  of  the 
specific  microbe.  We  must  therefore  accord  to  Liiffler  and  Schiitz 
the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  have  demonstrated  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  the  presence  of  a  certain  microbe  in  ^landered  horses  and  its 
capacity  of  producing  the  disease  in  healthy  norses.  A  brief  r^sumd 
of  their  work*  will  serve  at  the  same  time  as  a  description  of  the  ba- 
cillus as  they  found  it  in  the  lesions  and  in  cultures,  and  as  an  intro- 
duction to  the  work  done  on  the  same  subject  in  the  laboratory  of  the 
Bureau. 
The  authors  found  considerable  difficulty  in  demonstrating  the 

{)resence  of  glanders  bacilli  iii  sections  of  nodules  in  the  spleen  and 
i  ver  of  glandered  horses,  owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  staining 
agents  failed  to  color  them.  Finally,  tlie  following  solution  was 
made,  which  now  goes  under  the  name  of  Loffler's  stain:  30  cubic 
centimenters  of  a  concentrated  alcoholic  solution  of  methylene  blue 
was  added  to  100  cubic  centimeters  of  .01  per  cent,  potassium  hydrate. 
When  sections  were  placed  in  this  deep-blue  liquid  for  about  5 
minutes,  transferred  to  a  1  per  cent,  solution  of  acetic  acid  for  a  few 
seconds,  then  dehydrated  in  alcohol  and  cleared  in  cedar  oil,  very 
delicate  bacilli  could  be  detected  now  and  then,  especially  near  the 
periphery  of  young  nodules.  As  a  rule  they  were  very  rare  ,but  no 
other  organisms  were  found. 

Loffler  recommends  for  the  study  of  bacilli  of  glanders,  both  on 
cover-glass  preparations  and  in  sections,  very  recent  nodules  from 
the  lungs  of  inoculated  guinea  pigs,  as  they  are  quite  numerous  in 
this  situation.  For  cover-glass  preparations  he  found  the  following 
solution  to  give  the  best  results:  Aniline  water  gentian  violet, f  or 
fuchsin  is  mixed  with  an  equal  volume  of  .01  per  cent,  caustic  potash, 
or  i  per  cent,  liquor  ammonia,  directly  before  using.  The  cover-glass 
preparation  J  is  stained  by  floating  the  cover-glass  with  the  film  down 

♦The  full  publication  of  their  (•xi)eriments  will  be  found  in  Arheiten  a.  d.  Kaiser- 
lichen  Oestoidhet'tsainte.  Berlin,  1H86,  I,  p.  131,  and  their  preliminary  rejK)rt  trans- 
lated in  volume  95  of  the  New  Sydenham  Society,  1S86. 

t  This  stain,  used  in  the  study  of  tubercle  bacilli,  is  made  by  shakin^r  up  5  cubic 
oentimeters  of  aniliiu^  oil  in  100  cubic  centimeters  of  water  and  filttrinf^.  To  the 
filtrate  is  added  11  cubic  centimeters  of  a  concentrated  alcoholic  solution  of  the 
aniline  dye  to  be  used,  in  this  case  either  gentian  violet  or  methyl  vioh^t  or 
fuchsin. 

X  Prepaj-ed  by  crushing  the  nodule  between  the  ends  of  forceps  and  rubbing  it  in 
a  very  thin  layer  on  the  cover-glass.  When  thoroughly  dry  it  is  seized  witli  the 
forceps,  <ira\vn  three  times  through  the  flame  of  a^unsen  burner,  the  i^lm  side 
being  held  u[»  or  away  from  tlie  flame.  Pus  from  abscesses  is  rubbed  in  a  very  thin 
film  on  cover-glasses  and  treated  in  the  same  way. 
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on  the  staining  fluid  for  about  five  minutes.  It  is  then  dipped  for  a 
second  into  1  per  cent,  acetic  acid  to  which  a  watery  solution  of  tro- 
paeolin  .00  *  has  been  added  until  a  wine-yellow  color  is  obtained,  and 
then  washed,  in  distilled  water,  after  which  operation  it  may  be 
examined  or  mounted  in  balsam  for  preservation. 

From  the  nodules  and  tubercles  in  the  liver,  spleen,  and  lungs  the 
contained  pus  was  used  to  inoculate  tubes  containing  various  culture 
media,  botn  liouid  and  solid.  A  special  value  was  put  upon  those 
lesions  which  ao  not  in  any  way  come  in  contact  with  the  external 
air,  such  as  those  in  the  spleen  and  liver.  Within  three  days  the  sur- 
face of  those  tubes  containing  blood  serum  appeared  as  if  sprinkled 
with  minute  yellowish,  translucent  droplets.  These  droplets  were 
made  up  of  very  delicate  rods  or  bacilli,  varying  in  lengtn  between 
one-third  and  two-thirds  of  a  red  corpuscle.  Their  width  was  from 
one-fifth  to  one-eighth  of  their  lengtli.  They  were  either  straight 
or  slightly  bent,  with  rounded  extremities,  and  in  general  somewnat 
shorter  and  thicker  than  tubercle  bacilli.  In  liquids  they  manifested 
active  Brownian  movement,  but  true  spontaneous  movements  were 
never  observed.  They  were  without  doubt  identical  with  the  deli- 
cate rods  observed  in  sections  under  the  microscope. 

Of  the  biological  character  of  bacteria,  their  growth  or  multiplica- 
tion outside  of  the  body  on  various  substrata  is  very  important,  for 
by  this  means  of  so-called  cultivation  we  can  determine  how  far  they 
are  capable  of  growing  in  our  environment  and  thus  keep  up  the  infec- 
tion, between  what  temperature  limits  multiplication  may  take  place, 
also  whether  anjr  resistant  spore  state  is  entered  upon  during  their 
life.  There  is  still  another  ad-v^antage  to  be  derived  from  cultiva- 
tion— one  which  mainly  concerns  us  now — the  ability  on  our  part  to 
diagnose  between  one  organism  and  another  by  characters  of  growth 
discernable  with  the  unaided  eye.  The  bacilli  of  glanders  have  cer- 
tain features  in  cultures  whicn  are  of  great  use  in  distinguishing 
them  from  other  organisms. 

They  grow  very  well  on  blood  serum  from  horses  and  sheep,  less 
abundantly  on  that  from  cattle.  On  the  third  day  after  inocmation 
of  such  media,  minute  droplets  of  a  translucent  yellowish  color  ap- 
pear on  the  surface  of  the  serum.  These  droplets  or  **  colonies"  con- 
sist entirely  of  bacilli  which  have  descended  from  perhaps  a  single 
bacillus  originally  deposited  there.  The  material  composing  tne 
droplets  is  of  a  viscid  consistency,  and  may  be  drawn  out  on  the 
platinum  needle  into  thin  threads.  After  eight  or  ten  days  this  yel- 
low translucency  is  replaced  by  a  milky  opacity, 

A  very  good  soil  for  the  multiplication  of  these  bacilli  is  the  cut 
surface  of  boiled  potatoes.  Loffler  and  Schiitz  describe  the  very 
characteristic  ax)pearance  substantially  as  follows:  Already  on  the 
second  day  the  surface  of  the  potato  is  covered  with  a  delicate  yel- 
lowish, translucent  layer,  which  becomes  amber  colored  later  on. 
After  six  or  eight  days  a  reddish  color  appears ;  the  transparency  is 
lost  and  the  color  suggests  the  red  of  cuprous  oxide.  The  potato 
surface  bordering  the  growth  assumes  a  pale  greenish  appearance. 
This  description" a})plies  very  closely  to  tne  potato  cultures  made 
in  the  laboratory  ot  the  Bureau.  A  very  striking  appearance  is 
produced  when  bits  of  tissue  are  used  to  inoculate  the  potato,  since  the 
bacilli  not  being  very  numerous,  the  colonies  appear  isolated  instead 
of  being  fused  into  a  uniform  layer.     They  are  exceedingly  small  at 

*  This  is  not  essential. 
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the  beginning  of  the  third  day,  scarcely  recognizable.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  third  day,  the  cultures  being  kept  at  37°C.,  the  colonies 
are  visible  as  minute  hemispherical  masses  of  a  delicate  translucent, 
pale-yellow  tint.  In  fact  the  cut  surface  of  the  potato  appears  as  if 
sprinkled  with  a  pale-yellow  serum.  Gradually  the  color  changes  as 
above  described  and  the  colonies  fuse  into  an  opaque  layer. 

The  probability  of  a  multiplication  outside  of  the  animal  organism 
of  glanders  bacilli  is  very  slight.  Experiments  have  shown  that  they 
do  not  develop  when  the  temperature  is  less  than26*'  C.  (77°F.),  and 
then  only  on  certain  substances,  such  as  boiled  potato,  blood  serum, 
agar-agar  with  peptone.  When  infusions  of  hay,  straw,  oats,  wheat, 
and  manure,  such  as  form  in  iand  around  stables,  were  inoculated 
with  glanders  bacilli  no  multiplication  took  place  even  at  the  most 
favorable  temperature.  Owing  to  the  hiffh  temperature  necessary 
for  this  multiplication  gelatine  'can  not  be  employed  as  a  culture 
medium. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  glanders  bacilli  have  no  movement  of 
their  own.  This  I  can  confirm  from  numerous  observations.  Only 
the  slight  dancing  movement  observed  among  all  bacteria  suspended 
in  liquids  could  be  detected.  There  seems  to  bo  a  difference  of  opinion, 
however,  on  this  important  point.  In  Eisenberg's  Bacteriologische 
Diagnostik  they  are  characterized  as  actively  motile,  and  this  state- 
ment is  repeated  in  a  second  edition  recently  issued.  If  this  differ- 
ence of  opinion  depends  on  a  difference  in  interpretation  of  the  same 
object,  it  is  high  time  that  bacteriologists  define  clearly  what  is 
meant  by  motility. 

My  own  observations  differ  from  those  of  LcifBer  and  Schutz  in 
regard  to  its  growth  in  liquids.  Thev  state  that  in  neutralized  bouil- 
lon prepared  from  muscular  tissue  of  man,  horse,  sheep,  rabbit,  beef, 
and  fowl,  with  or  without  1  per  cent,  peptone,  it  multiplies  very 
well.  At  the  end  of  the  second  or  third  day  the  liquid  becomes 
clouded,  and  finally  a  viscid,  whitish  deposit  forms.  Our  obser- 
vations extend  only  to  cultures  in  slightly  alkaline  beef  infusion 
peptone.  These  have  never  shown  a  perceptible  clouding.  The 
liquid  remains  limpid,  and  one  might  say  after  a  short  inspection  of 
the  tubes  that  there  was  no  growtn.  When  vigorously  shaken  up, 
however,  a  yellowish- white  deposit  is  seen  rising  from  the  bottom  as 
a  twisted  column  when  the  culture  is  one  or  more  weeks  old.  This 
very  viscid  mass  consists  of  glanders  bacilli.  It  is  probable  that  by 
varying  the  reaction  of  the  liquid  slightly,  or  the  meat  employed,  a 
fluid  medium  may  be  obtained  in  which  the  bacilli  of  glanders  as 
found  in  our  country  may  grow  like  those  studied  in  Berlin.  At  all 
events,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  should  feel  very  suspicious  of 
a  bouillon  culture  of  glanders  which  became  clouded  m  two  or  three 
days  after  inoculation. 

Glanders  bacilli  change  their  form  more  or  less  in  cultures  as  the 
latter  grow  older.  This  is  without  doubt  a  degenerative  process, 
and  the  changed  bacilli  are  dead  or  nearly  so.  True  rod  forms  are 
seen  in  sections  of  tissues  and  in  very  young  cultures  only.  In  older 
cultures  they  no  longer  appear  as  true  rods,  but  the  change  of  form 
is  not  easily  made  out,  owing  to  the  minuteness  of  the  objects  under 
examination.  A  frequent  form  is  that  of  an  oval  and  even  a  coccus, 
in  which  the  stained  area  is  limited  to  one  side  or  frequently  to  the 
two  poles,  leaving  an  intervening  clear  space,  which  nas  been  de- 
scribed by  some  observers  as  a  spore.  It  has  no  refractive  power, 
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however,  and  can  only  be  considered  an  empty  space  in  the  inteiior 
of  the  bacillus.  Other  degenerative  or  involution  forms,  giving 
rise  to  the  appearance  of  a  cnain  of  cocci,  are  now  and  then  observed. 
It  must  not,  therefore,  be  inferred  that  cultures  of  glanders  bacilli  are 
necessarily  impure  when  very  few  slender  rod  forms  are  met  with. 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  GLANDERS. 

The  foregoing  brief  description  of  glanders  bacilli  and  of  their  cult- 
ures is  of  great  service  in  diagnosis.  Cultures  made  from  the  spleen 
or  liver  tubercles  of  slaughtered  horses,  exhibiting  the  characters  al- 
ready described,  would  prove  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  animals  had 
been  affected  with  glanders.  Bui;  veterinarians  in  most  cases  are  able 
to  make  a  diagnosis  on  j^ost'Tnortem  examination  without  the  aid  of 
cultures.  The  question  to-day  is  whelller  glanders  can  be  positively 
diagnosed  in  the  living  animal,  especially  when  the  gross  appearances 
of  Sanders  are  obscure  and  the  animal  is  a  valuable  one. 

If  cultures  of  the  specific  bacilli  could  be  obtained  directly  froin 
the  living  animal  the  problem  would  be  very  simple.  Those  accessi- 
ble organs  or  parts  of  the  horse  which  maybe  the  seat  of  disease  are 
the  nasal  passages,  the  submaxillary  glands,  and  the  skin  or  subcu- 
taneous tissue.  Frequently  only  one  of  these  parts  is  involved.  But 
it  is  impossible  to  make  cultures  from  the  nasal  ulcers  or  discharges 
because  they  contain,  besides  the  specific  bacilli,  many  other  bacteria. 
In  tubes  inoculated  from  such  material  a  single  day  would  suffice 
for  the  rapid  multiplication  of  the  other  bacteria  so  as  to  entirely 
crowd  out  or  bury  up  any  glanders  bacilli  that  may  have  been  pres- 
ent, as  the  former  grow  many  times  more  rapidly.  When  nodules 
are  present  under  the  skin  it  is  highly  improbable  that  the  bacilli 
can  be  obtained  therefrom  in  pure  cultures  during  the  life  of  the 
animal,  owing  to  the  danger  or  contaminating  the  cultures.  When 
the  nodules  have  once  broken  down  into  ulcers  numerous  other  bac- 
teria lodge  in  them,  and  cultures  are  then  out  of  the  Question.  It 
has  been  suggested  recently  that  the  enlarged  submaxillary  glands 
be  removed  and  examined  for  glanders  bacilli.  Thus  far  we  do  not 
know  in  what  numbers  they  are  present  in  these  enlarged  glands, 
and  it  would  require  considerable  preliminary  study  to  determine 
whether  cultures  are  successful  when  made  from  them.* 

The  direct  determination  of  glanders  by  means  of  microscopic  ex- 
amination and  cultivation  is  thus  far  not  feasible. 

The  question  mi^ht  be  asked,  Why  not  isolate  the  glanders  bacilli 
from  the  impure  discharge  from  the  nose,  or  from  ulcerated  farcy 
buds,  as  we  should  do  m  searching  for  the  comma  bacillus  in  the 
bowel  discharges  of  Asiatic  cholera?  This  might  unquestionably 
be  done,  but  it  would  be  a  very  tedious  method,  requiring  much 
minor  apparatus  and  still  more  patience,  and  in  the  end  the  result 
might  be  negative.  The  reasons  for  this  are  various.  Glanders 
bacilli  do  not  grow  in  gelatine  at  the  temperature  at  which  plate 
cultures  can  be  used.  Agar  plates  might  be  used,  but  germs  grow 
upon  agar  very  much  alike,  and  as  glanders  bacilli  ai-e,  as  a  rule,  very 
scarce  in  discharges,  the  labor  of  examining  microscopically  a  large 
number  of  colonies  to  find  the  right  one  would  become  very  great. 
Finally,  they  grow  very  slowly,  and  would  be  in  danger  of  being 
overrun  by  tne  colonies  of  putrefactive  germs  which  grow  very  rapidly 
in  the  thermostat. 

'See  the  end  of  this  chapter  with  reference  to  this  point. 
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Cade^  and  Roy  (Journal  de  MSdecine  Veterinaire,  May,  1888)  made 
cultures  on  potato  directly  from  the  nasal  discharges  of  various  ani- 
mals, and  claimed  from  the  similarity  of  the  color  of  the  growth  from 
these  diflEerent  sources  to  cultures  of  glanders  bacilli  that  this  method 
of  diagnosis  is  of  no  value.  The  authors  have  entirely  mistaken  the 
method.  Neither  Loffler  nor  any  other  subsequent  German  observers 
have  maintained  that  cultures  made  on  jjotato  from  the  nasal  dis- 
charges or  any  other  product  in  contact  with  the  air  have  any  value 
whatever.  The  fundamental  principles  of  bacteriology  are  directly 
opposed  to  the  indiscriminate  cultivation  of  a  number  of  germs  on 
the  same  substratum,  and  especially  the  potato.  Only  those  disease 
products  which  have  not  yet  been  exposed  to  the  air,  or  which  are 
buried  in  the  depths  of  vital  organs,  can  be  used  for  cultivation. 

The  method  wnich  is  now  in  use  more  or  less,  and  which  was  per- 
fected by  Loffler  and  Schiitz,  consists  in  inoculating  small  animals, 
more  especiall  y  guinea-pigs,  with  the  disease  products.  These  in  turn 
develop  the  disease,  the  nature  of  which  may  then  be  determined  by 
the  lesions  of  the  inoculated  animals,  both  internal  and  external,  or 
more  positively  demonstrated  by  cultures  from  the  various  organs. 
In  this  method  the  animal  body  becomes,  so  to  speak,  the  cmture 
flask,  and  a  very  perfect  one,  too,  for  it  not  only  permits  the  disease 
germs  to  multiply  in  the  various  organs,  but  it  also  speedily  destroys 
all  other  germs  inoculated  at  the  same  time,  leaving  the  glanders 
bacilli  in  entire  possession  of  the  field. 

The  inoculation  of  species  of  animals  other  than  tho  horse  and  ass, 
which  are  naturally  susceptible  to  this  disease,  has  been  tried  by 
many  investigators.  These  experiments  need  not  be  recounted  here, 
as  they  are  not  pertinent  to  the  subject  under  discussion.  They  have 
shown  that  cattle  are  insusceptiole ;  that  goats  and  sheep  may 
take  the  disease  after  inoculation,  the  former  even  spontaneously. 
Lions  and  tigers  in  menageries  have  contracted  glanders  by  feeding 
upon  the  raw  flesh  of  glandered  horses.  Cats  contract  the  disease 
in  the  same  way  and  are  susceptible  to  inoculation.  Dogs  are  less 
susceptible  than  cats,  both  when  fed  and  inoculated.  Coming  to  those 
smaller  animals  which  might  serve  a  useful  purpose  in  making  a 
diagnosis,  we  also  find  great  variety  in  the  relative  susceptibility. 
Among  those  which  have  been  tried  are  rabbits,  guinea-pigs,  white 
mice,  whito  rats,  field-mice  (Arvieola  arvalis  and  Arvicola  terrestris), 
pigeons,  fowls,  and  several  other  rodents.  Of  these  the  white  mice, 
white  rats,  and  fowls  were  found  practically  insusceptible;  the  rab- 
bits varied  in  this  respect ;  some  contracted  the  disease  after  inocula- 
tion, others  did  not.  Guinea-pigs  and  field-mice  proved  to  be  uni- 
formly susceptible  when  inoculated,  both  with  material  directly  from 
the  animal  and  with  bacilli  from  cultures. 

The  course  of  the  disease  and  the  lesions  produced  in  guinea-pigs 
are  well  described  by  Loffler.  As  a  place  of  inoculation  he  cnose 
one  side  of  the  abdominal  surface,  about  half  way  between  the  ax- 
illa and  the  groin.  The  hair  was  carefully  cut  away,  a  fold  of  skin 
raised  and  cut  through  completely  with  scissors.  Into  this  incision, 
about  two-fifths  inch  long,  a  flamed  needle  was  introduced  and  moved 
to  and  fro  under  the  skin,  to  form  a  little  pocket  for  the  reception  of 
the  infectious  material. 

At  the  place  of  inoculation  an  ulcer  forms  during  the  first  week, 
with  suppurating  base  and  thickened  border.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  first  week  the  nearest  lymphatic  glands,  in  this  case  those  near 
the  groin,  begin  to  enlarge.    The  lymphatics  themselves  do  not. 
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however,  swell  into  cords,  as  is  true  of  farcy  in  the  horse.  The 
glands  grow  to  the  size  of  hazel-nuts,  sometimes  larger,  and  their 
contents  soften  into  a  purif orm  mass.  The  capsule  as  well  as  the  skin 
over  it  may  rupture  and  the  contents  discharge  on  the  surface. 
When  this  takes  place  early,  numerous  glanders  bacilli  are  found  in 
the  discharged  pus.  In  some  animals  the  disease  may  stop  here  and 
the  ulcer  heal.  The  primary  ulcer  usually  heals  in  from  two  to  three 
weeks.  The  guinea-pig  after  four  to  six  weeks  may  have  entirely 
recovered.  In  the  maiority  of  guinea-pigs,  however,  the  disease  ends 
fatally.  In  the  second  week  the  testicles  of  the  male  contain  hard, 
nodular  places.  Inflammation  sets  in,  the  overlying  skin  becomes 
red  and  oedematous,  and  finally  breaks.  Purif  orm  masses,  contain- 
ing numerous  bacilli,  are  discharged.  In  females  the  labia  and 
mammsB  more  rarely  inflame  and  suppurate.  At  about  the  same 
time  one  hind  or  fore  foot  may  begin  to  inflame,  swell,  and  give  rise 
to  great  pain  on  pressure.  Sometimes  the  inflammation  may  leave 
one  foot  and  appear  in  another;  more  rarely  all  feet  may  be  affected. 
They  may  also  oecome  ulcerated,  but  as  a  rule  the  deatn  of  the  ani- 
mal ensues  before  this  takes  place.  Besides  these  characteristic 
changes  iu  the  feet  and  testicles,  there  may  be  nodules  in  and  under 
the  skin  in  different  regions  of  the  body  which  mav  also  break  and 
form  ulcers.  In  the  face  these  nodules  start  from  the  periosteum,  or 
even  the  bone  itself.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  was  in- 
volved in  only  one-third  of  the  eighty-five  cases  studied  by  Loffler, 
The  disease  process  was  first  noticed  at  about  the  same  time  with  the 
swellings  of  the  feet,  and  manifested  itself  by  difficult  breathing  and 
sneezing.  The  secretion  is  scanty  and  dries  up  into  brownish  crusts 
around  the  external  nares.  This  lesion  is  speedily  followed  by  ema- 
ciation and  death,  which  usually  takes  place  in  tne  third  or  fourth 
week,  sometimes  as  early  as  the  second  and  as  late  as  the  eighth 
week. 

At  the  autopsy  the  place  of  inoculation  may  be  occupied  by  an 
ulcer  or  healed  and  cicatrized.  The  inguinal  or  axillary  glands  are 
swollen  and  contain  small  abscesses,  or  the  whole  gland  may  have 
been  converted  into  pus  inclosed  in  the  gland  capsule.  In  the  skin 
are  abscesses  as  large  as  peas  or  hazel-nuts,  in  part  healing.  One  or 
more  feet  are  swollen.  The  swelling  mav  be  due  to  a  periarticular 
abscess,  to  inflammation  of  the  joint  itself,  or  of  the  ends  of  the  bones 
forming  it.  The  lungs  usually  contain  a  variable  number  of  small 
grayish-yellow  nodules,  situated  chiefly  under  the  pleura.  In  almost 
every  case  the  spleen  is  involved.  It  is  enlarged,  and  contains  a 
large  number  of  minute,  slightly  projecting,  yellowish  nodules,  some 
attaining  the  size  of  a  pin's  nead.  They  are  frequently  foimd  in  the 
liv^er,  though  in  smaller  numbers.  In  the  omentum,  the  suspensory 
ligament  of  the  liver,  and  the  retro-peritoneal  tissue  small  abscesses 
may  be  found.  In  the  testicles,  and  more  especially  the  epididymis, 
the  earlier  stage  of  the  disease  is  indicated  by  the  presence  of  reddish- 
gray  nodules  as  large  as  pins'  heads.  Later  on  tnese  have  been  con- 
vei-ted  into  larger,  cheesy  masses,  in  some  cases  broken  through  the 
skin.  In  females  the  ovaries  are  rarely  involved,  more  commonly 
the  mammae.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  is  usually  reddened 
and  swollen.  Small  ulcers  may  be  present  on  the  septum  and  the 
turbinated  bones.  The  presence  of  glanders  bacilli  is  determined 
microscopically  without  any  difficulty  when  the  disease  process  is 
recent.  When  suppuration  has  set  in  it  becomes  more  and  more 
difficult. 
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Loffler  also  experimented  with  field-mice  (Artncola  arvalis),  which 
he  found  verv  snsceptible  to  inoculation  with  cultures.  In  most  cases 
death  ensued  from  three  to  five  days  after  inoculation  into  the  sub- 
cutaneous tissue  near  the  root  of  the  tail.  The  spleen  and  liver  were 
quite  invariably  crowded  with  barely  visible  nodules.  Rarely  the 
joints  of  the  feet  became  diseased.  In  the  lungs  and  skin  lesions 
were  absent. 

Kitt,*  experimenting  upon  wood-mice  (Mus  sylvcdicus),  found  them 
very  susceptible  to  inoculation.  When  either  cultures  of  glanders 
bacilli  or  bits  of  tissue  containing  them  were  placed  under  the  skin 
of  these  animals  they  lived  from  eight  days  to  one  month  thereafter. 
The  spleen  was  very  much  enlarged,  dark  red  :  on  its  surface  and 
on  section  were  numerous  grayish-yellow  nodules  barely  the  size  of 
a  pin's  head.  At  the  place  of  inoculation  there  is  usually  a  dry 
scab,  accompanied  occasionally  with  some  suppuration  or  oedema. 
From  the  experiments  noted  by  the  author  it  would  be  difficult  to  in- 
fer how  far  tnese  mice  are  of  value  in  making  diagnosis  from  nasal 
discharges — that  is,  how  far  they  are  capable  of  resisting  septic  in- 
fection. 

In  a  more  recent  communication  (Oesterr,  Monatsschrift  f.  Thier- 
heUkunde,  January,  1888),  the  same  author  experimented  with  a 
species  of  rat  {Arvicola  terrestris).  Of  fcfurteen  inoculated  with 
pus  from  a  glandered  guinea-pig  into  the  subcutaneous  tissue  of 
the  abdomen,  all  died  in  from  tour  to  ten  days.  There  is  usually  an 
ulcer  formed  at  the  place  of  inoculation,  with  enlargement  and  sup- 
puration of  the  neighboring  lymphatic  glands,  enlargement  of  spleen, 
which  contains  numerous  yellowish-white  nodmes.  Not  infre- 
quently grayish  nodules  are  present  in  the  lun^  tissue.  Besides 
tnese  rats,  Erinaceus  EuropcBus  was  also  tested  with  reference  to  its 
susceptibility  to  glanders.  Inoculation  was  uniformly  successful. 
The  spleen  and  lung  tissue  were  the  chief  seat  of  the  disease,  both 
being  infiltrated  witn  tubercles  readily  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  But 
to  these  animals  the  same  objection  applies  in  so  far  as  they  were 
tested  with  material  containing  glanders  bacilli  only,  which  does  not 
prove  the^ir  utility  when  septic  material  must  be  inoculated.  Their 
resistance  to  septicaemia  can  only  be  determined  by  inoculating  the 
nasal  secretion  from  glandered  horses. 

In  Russia  the  bacteriological  station  at  Odessaf  reports  favorably 
the  use  of  a  rodent  {SperTnophilus  guttatus)  which  takes  the  place  of 
our  prairie-dogs  in  that  country,  and  is  closely  related  to  it.  Of 
twenty-eight  inoculated  sixteen  died  on  the  fourth  day,  nine  on  the 
fifth,  two  on  the  seventh,  and  one  on  the  tenth  day. 

Of  these  animals,  nearly  all  of  them  rodents,  the  guinea-pig  is 
considered  the  most  satisfactory.  The  other  animals  are  more  or 
less  susceptible  to  septicaemia  caused  by  bacteria  present  in  secre- 
tions and  discharges  in  contact  with  the  air.  They  are  therefore 
liable  to  die  of  septicaemia  before  glanders  is  developed.  At  the 
same  time  this  does  not  exclude  the  use  of  these  rodents  when  guinea- 

Eigs  are  not  to  be  had,  provided  a  sufficient  number,  say,  at  least 
ve  or  six,  are  inoculated  from  the  same  horse.  They  would  require 
a  careful  bacteriological  examination  to  make  sure  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease.  In  guinea-pigs,  on  the  other  hand,  the  external  signs 
of  disease,  such  as  the  swelling  and  suppuration  of  lymphatic  glands, 

•  Centralblattfur  Bacteriologies  1887,  ii,  p.  241. 

t  Kranzfeld:  Zur  Kermtnias  <L  BotzbaciUtis.  Centralbl  f,  Bacteriologie,  1887,  ii,  p. 
273. 
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testicles,  and  feet,  the  formation  of  abscesses  and  ulcers  in  and  under 
the  skin,  and  the  not  infrequent  nasal  disease,  are  sufficient  of  them- 
selves to  decide  the  question  without  bacteriological  evidence.  Guinea- 
pigs  very  rarely  die  of  septicaemia  or  putrid  changes  under  the  skin 
a^  the  result  of  inoculation. 

The  animals  above  mentioned  are  not  indigenous  in  our  own  coun- 
try. Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam  has  kindly  furnished  the  names  of  a  few 
American  representatives  or  closely  allied  forms.  Arvicola  riparins, 
the  meadow-mouse,  niay  be  used  for  Arvicola  arvalis;  for  Arvicola 
terrestris,  A,  austernsy  for  Spermophihis  gtdtatus,  Sp,  Townsendi  or 
Sp,  Riehardsoni,  which  is  common  in  northern  Dakota.  Of  Erin- 
aceus  EuropcBus  there  is  no  American  representative. 

Those  who  are  called  upon  to  make  diagnosis  of  glanders  should 
endeavor  to  always  have  a  supply  of  guinea  pigs  on  hand.  In  order 
to  make  the  diagnosis  of  value  Loffler  recommends  that  from  three 
to  five  should  be  inoculated,  and  not  simply  with  a  prick  of  the  lan- 
cet, but  larger  Quantities  (a  large  drop)  of  the  mucus  from  the  nose 
should  be  placed  in  a  pocket  under  the  skin,  as  already  described. 
The  greater  number  survive  the  inoculation  and  show  positive  signs 
of  glanders  in  two  weeks.  Males  should  be  used  whenever  possible, 
owing  to  the  characteristic  lesions  of  the  testicles. 

The  following  experiments  were  made  during  the  year  1888  with 
the  purpose  of  determining  how  far  the  statements  in  the  preceding 
pages  could  be  relied  upon  in  making  a  diagnosis.  The  great  ma- 
jority of  the  inoculations  were  made  upon  guinea  nigs  from  the  na- 
sal discharges  of  glandered  horses.  Many  of  the  latter  had  ulcers 
on  the  septum  of  the  nose  which  could  be  seen,  so  that  the  diagnosis 
of  glanders  was  made  without  resorting  to  inoculation. 

I.  January  21  two  adult  guinea  pigs  (Nos.  1, 2)  were  inoculated  with  a  lancet,  the 
material  being  taken  from  nodules  in  the  lungs  of  a  glandered  horse.     No  result. 

II.  April  13  two  guinea  pigs  (Noe.  3,  4)  were  inoculated  subcutaneously  on  the 
left  side  of  abdomen  with  nasal  discharge  from  a  horse  suspected  of  chronio  glanders. 
Guinea  pig  No.  3  was  found  dead  May  5.  It  had  for  ten  days  previoiiB  naaal  dis- 
charge At  the  autopsy  the  following  lesions  were  noted:  Left  lore  limb  and  right 
hind  limb  very  much  swollen.  In  the  right  inguinal  regions  an  ulcer  with  ragged  bor- 
der one-half  inch  across.  The  left  inguinal  lymph  gland  enlarged  and  containing 
several  whitish  nodules  about  the  size  of  a  hemp-seed.  In  the  nasal  passages  con- 
siderable purulent  matter.    Spleen  enlarged,  thickly  dotted  with  very  small  whitish 


From  this  animal  no  cultures  were  made,  but  two  fresh  adult  male  guinea  pigs  were 
inoculated  each  from  the  spleen  and  inguinal  gland  by  taking  bits  as  large  as  hemp- 
seeds  and  placing  them  under  the  skin.  One  of  them  has,  on  May  20,  an  open,  dry 
sore,  one-half  inch  across,  adjacent  to  tlie  place  of  inoculation.  The  in^inal  gland 
and  testicle  are  considerably  enlarged.  The  skin  over  the  latter  is  becoming 
abraded.  Some  days  later  tne  right  fore  limb  was  very  badly  swollen.  It  was 
killed  June  4. 

There  were  several  small  ulcers  on  the  surface  of  the  body;  the  right  fore  foot 
swollen.  From  the  spleen  cultures  were  made  on  agar,  potato,  and  m  beef  infu- 
sion. All  remained  sterile.  The  other  guinea  pig  recovered.  The  inguinal  gland 
had  been  slightly  enlarged  at  one  time. 

Guinea  pig  No.  4,  inoculated  with  nasal  mucus  April  13,  showed  only  sUght  en- 
largement of  axillary  and  inguinal  lymnhatics.  May  5,  four  days  later,  the  right 
fore  leg  was  badly  swollen,  and  an  ulcer  had  formed  on  the  top  of  the  nose.  It  was 
killed  with  chloroform  May  12,  twenty-nine  days  after  inoculation.  At  this  time 
the  sweUing  of  fore  leg  had  subsided,  the  place  of  inoculation  had  healed,  but  the 
neighboring  inguinal  gland  was  one-half  inch  in  diameter.  Spleen  slightly  enlarged, 
very  pale.  Liver  dark.  In  neither  are  nodules  discernible.  Cultures  were  made 
from  spleen  and  the  enlarged  gland.  Tlie  hair  was  carefully  clipped  away  and  the 
skin  blackened  with  a  red-hot  spatula  in  the  hne  of  the  proposed  mcision.  A  fianoied 
knife  was  then  thrust  into  the  gland,  which  was  found  converted  into  a  soft,  white, 
cheesy  mass.  The  agar  cultures  from  spleen  remain  sterile.  Those  from  in^inal 
gland  contain  on  the  third  day  colonies  of  glanders  bacilli.    On  the  potato  mocu- 
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lated  from  the  gland  about  twenty  translucent,  serum-like  coloniee  appear  from  1 
to  2  millimeters  in  diameter.  Examination  shows  them  to  be  made  up  of  glanders 
bacilli. 

Bacilli  from  this  culture,  suspended  in  sterile  beef  infusion,  were  injected  sub- 
cutaneously  into  a  guinea  pig  on  the  left  side  of  abdomen  May  15.  Five  days  later 
the  t<»8ticle8  began  to  enlarge,  and  within  three  weeks  they  were  both  H  inches  in 
diameter.  The  animal  was  killed  June  4.  The  spleen  was  slightly  enlarged,  but 
without  nodules.  At  the  place  of  inoculation  a  fluctuating  mass  under  the  skin, 
about  one-half  inch  in  diameter,  filled  with  a  soft,  cheesy,  yellowish-white  pus. 
On  both  testicles  were  ragged,  blackish  depressions,  as  if  the  skin  either  had  broKen 
or  was  about  to  do  so.  The  contents  of  both  were  entirely  converted  in  vellowish- 
white,  cheesy  pus.  From  one  of  them  cultures  were  made,  as  indicated  above.  Oh 
the  third  day  typical  colonies  of  glanders  bacilli  had  appettred. 

III.  April'^O,  two  guinea  pigs  were  inoculated  subcutaneously  with  scrapings  from 
the  base  of  ulcers  on  the  na^  septum  of  a  horse  killed  for  glanders.  Up  to  May 
10  the  pdace  of  inoculation  had  healed  in  both  cases.  In  one,  an  inguinal  gland  and 
the  testicles  were  enlarging.  May  26,  this  one  was  killed,  as  it  was  growing  gradu- 
ally worse.  At  the  autopsy  the  left  inguinal  gland  was  about  one-half  inch  in  di- 
ameter, the  contents  eaailv  expressed  as  a  thick  creamy  puss.  The  inguinal  gland 
of  the  other  side  about  half  as  large.  The  left  testicle  has  a  broad  scar  with  black- 
ened base,  evidently  a  rupture  through  which  the  contents  had  been  discharged, 
which  accounts  for  the  shrunken  size  of  the  gland.  The  other  testicle  consists  of 
two  enormous  abscesses,  apparently  not  communicating  with  each  other  (testicle 
and  epididymis),  containing  liquid  pus.  Between  the  nose  and  the  right  eye  an 
ulcer  with  a  blackish  dried-up  base  and  irregular  margins.  Two  days  later  a  potato 
culture,  made  from  the  spleen,  contains  a  moderate  number  of  isolated  colonies 
characteristic  of  glanders.  An  agar  culture  did  not  g^ow.  From  one  testicle  two 
agar  cultures  contain  mmierous  colonies.  From  the  enlarged  inguinal  gland  both 
an  agar  and  a  potato  culture  developed  numerous  colonies.  These  were  character- 
istic, both  macroscopically  and  microscopically,  of  glanders. 

From  the  potato  culture  of  the  inguinal  gland,  when  ten  days  old,  two  mice  were 
inoculated  %  injecting  subcutaneously  a  few  drops  of  a  suspension  of  bacilli  in 
sterile  bouillon.  Both  remained  well.  The  second  guinea  pig,  inoculated  from  the 
same  horse,  did  not  take  the  disease. 

IV.  April  27,  a  young  female  guinea  pig  and  a  rabbit  were  inoculated  with  pus 
from  farcy  buds  (glanders  of  the  skin).  The  rabbit  remained  well;  the  inoculation 
wound  was  healed  at  the  end  of  two  weeks.  In  the  guinea  pig  the  wound  had  also 
healed,  but  the  inguinal  gland  was  beginning  to  enlarge.  May  16  the  gland  was 
much  larger,  and  the  labium  on  the  same  side  was  boginnin^  to  swell  up.  May  20, 
a  swelling  about  the  size  of  a  walnut  appeared  under  the  skm  above  the  hip  of  op- 
posite side.  This  broke  later  on.  Found  dead  May  24.  Besides  the  lesions  alreaay 
mentioned  both  fore  feet  and  the  right  hind  foot  were  swollen.  The  contents  of 
the  enlarged  inguinal  gland  were  puriform.  In  the  labium  a  small  abscess.  Cult- 
ures were  made  on  various  media  from  the  spleen,  lymph  gland,  swoUen  labium, 
and  blood.  Those  from  the  spleen  and  gland  were  pure  cultures  of  glanders  bacilli; 
those  from  labium  impure. 

From  the  spleen  ana  inguinal  gland  of  this  guinea  pig  two  young  male  guinea 

Jigs  were  inoculated  May  24,  each  receiving  a  minute  portion  from  both  sources, 
une  1/bne  was  killed.  Both  fore  feet  are  swollen  over  the  carped  and  metacajmal 
joints;  the  right  has  a  depressed  place  concealed  by  a  scab.  The  left  hind  limb  is 
also  swoDen  over  the  tibio-tarsal  joint.  The  place  of  inoculation  is  covered  by  a 
scab.  The  inguinal  gland  and  testicles  are  not  swollen.  The  internal  organs  are 
not  visibly  altered.  Cultures  were  only  made  from  spleen  pulp  on  agar,  which 
remained  sterile. 
The  second  guinea  pig  recovered. 

V.  June  4.  from  the  nasal  discharge  of  a  horse  affected  with  glanders,  two  guinea 
pigs,  two  young  rabbits,  and  a  young  dog  were  inoculated,  aU  in  the  same  manner 
under  ll)o  skin,  as  already  indicated.  One  of  the  guinea  pigs  died  July  9.  It  had 
a  largo  ulcer  with  black  dried-up  base  behind  the  left  nostril,  three  on  abdomen, 
and  one  on  tlie  right  flank  three-fourths  inch  in  diameter.  There  was  also  an  ulcer 
on  the  left  ht>el  and  right  fore  hmb.  The  right  heel  was  considerably  swollen.  The 
left  testicle  was  also  quite  large.  The  spleen  was  free  from  nodules.  Cultures  on 
agar  and  potato  were  made  from  the  spleen  only.  These  were  found  subsequently 
to  be  impvure. 

The  second  guinea  pig  had  large  swellings  in  the  groin,  and  was  unable  to  use  its 
hmd  linibs  for  a  time,  but  it  finally  recovered.  The  rabbits  and  dog  were  not  af- 
fected. At  the  autopsy  of  the  horse,  from  which  these  had  been  inoculated,  the 
left  nasal  passage  and  adjacent  sinuses  had  the  mucous  membrane  partly  thickened 
and  eroded.    There  were  also  nodules  in  the  lung  tissue. 
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VI.  July  27,  three  guinea  pigs  were  inoculated  subcutaneously  as  before  with 
nasal  discharge  from  a  horse  affected  with  glanders.  One  of  these,  a  small  male, 
died  August  11.  On  the  right  side  of  abdomen  an  ulcer  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  with  a  cup-shaped,  dark,  dry  crust  covering  it.  When  removed,  a  soft, 
cheesy  mass,  involving  subjacent  muscles,  is  exposed  to  view;  serous  surface  not 
involved.  No  enlargement  of  gland.  Putrefaction  had  set  in  and  no  cultures  were 
therefore  made. 

At  this  time  &  peculiar  disease  was  carrying  off  healthy  guinea  pigs  <^uite  rapidly, 
which  was  traced  to  the  dry  food  given  tnem.  It  is  probable  that  this  guinea  pig 
also  died  of  this  disease,  although  evidently  infectea  with  glanders,  llie  second 
guinea  pig  died  during  my  abe^ce  and  no  examination  was  made.  The  third, 
however,  develoi>ed  glanders  in  a  marked  de^ee  and  was  killed  August  23,  twenty- 
seven  days  after  inoculation.  On  the  right  side  of  abdomen,  near  median  line,  an 
indurated  mass  covered  by  a  black  crust.  The  abdominal  muscles  and  the  peri- 
toneal covering  are  intact,  but  between  them  and  the  crust  is  a  cheesy  mass.  Simi- 
lar ulcers  exist  on  right  flank  and  on  right  thigh  externally.  The  right  fore  limb 
and  both  hind  limbs  are  swollen,  especially  the  right  hind  limb.  This  is  three-quar- 
ters of  an  inch  thick,  bluish,  ulcerated  between  first  and  second  toe.  Internal 
organs  seem  unchanged,  although  the  spleen  contained  glanders  bacilli.  On  each 
of  tliree  potato  cultures  from  tms  organ  from  15  to  25  typical  colonies  appeared 
within  three  days. 

•  VII.  September  21,  two  guinea  pigs  were  inoculated  with  nasal  mucus  from  a 
horse  suspected  to  be  affected  with  glanders.  One  died  October  12.  There  were 
two  ulcers  on  the  abdomen  about  one-half  inch  across,  the  floor  of  which  was 
formed  by  the  muscular  wall  of  the  abdomen.  The  inguinal  gland  of  the  same 
side  as  large  as  a  walnut  and  containing  a  cream-colored,  liquid  pus.  Spleen,  not 
enlarged,  contains  a  large  number  of  minute  whitish  dots. 

In  all  cultures  on  potato,  from  both  spleen  and  pus  of  inguinal  gland,  the  typical 
pale  yellowish  colonies  of  glanders  subsequently  appeared.  The  second  guinea  pig 
was  killed  with  chloroform  October  16.  At  the  place  of  inoculation  a  small  ulcer 
had  formed  and  the  nearest^inguinal  lymph  glana  was  equal  in  size  to  a  small  mar- 
ble. The  left  testicle  was  enlarged  and  contained  a  pus  cavity.  The  spleen  small. 
From  the  pus  of  the  testicle  an  agar  culture  was  prepared;  a  potato  culture  from 
the  spleen.    Only  the  former  developed  colonies  of  glanders  bacilli. 

VIII.  SeptembBr  22,  two  guinea  pigs,  inoculated  with  nasal  mucus  from  a  horse 
probably  affected  with  glanders.  One  died  September  31,  very  much  emaciated. 
Over  lowest  ribs  on  the  left  side  a  cheeerv  nodiue,  about  one-half  inch  in  diameter, 
representing  the  place  of  inoculation.  The  inguinal  gland  of  same  side  as  large  as 
a  small  bean.  On  the  same  side  the  subcutaneous  tissue  is  infiltrated  with  a  trans- 
lucent exudate,  sufficient  to  make  the  surface  of  the  muscles  and  imder  surface  of 
the  skin  glistening!:  and  slippery  (malignant  oedema?).  In  spleen  about  15  tubercles, 
grayish,  1  millimeter  (one-twenty-fifth  inch)  across;  on  the  various  lobes  of  the  liver 
similar  but  smaller  tubercles;  on  lungs  grayish  subpleural  nodules,  irregular  in  out- 
line, embedded  in  areas  of  a  dark  red  hepatization. 

Two  potato  cultures  were  made  from  spleen  tissue  and  within  three  days  twenty 
to  thirfy  drop-like  colonies,  resembling  a  pale-yellow  serum  >  so  characteristic  of 
glanders  baciIU,  made  their  appearance. 

The  second  guinea  pig  was  chloroformed  October  16.  In  the  left  groin  ^he  lymph 
gland  is  converted  into  an  abscess,  about  the  size  of  a  marble,  containmg  a  soft, 
cheesy,  cream-colored  pus.  The  right  testicle,  enlarged,  contains  an  abscess;  a  few 
nodules  in  spleen.    A  potato  culture  from  the  latter  organ  failed  to  develop. 

IX.  November  29,  from  a  horse  killed  and  found  glandered,  a  guinea  pig  was  in- 
oculated by  inserting  some  purulent  matter  from  the  ulcerated  septum  under  the 
skin.  It  died  December  13.  At  the  place  of  inoculation  just  behind  the  right  fore 
limb  an  ulcer  covered  with  a  thin  scab.  Underneath,  a  thin  grayish  layer  of  pus. 
Near  this  ulcer  is  a  nodule  equal  in  size  to  a  small  bean  containing  soft  curdy  pus. 
The  inguinal  gland  of  the  same  side  is  equally  lar^e,  one-half  of  it  convertcil  mto 
pus.  Spleen  pale,  slightly  enlarged,  and  dotted  with  a  large  number  of  grayish 
points.  Testicles  in  abdomen  not  yet  affected,  but  the  fold  of  skin  surrounding 
anus  on  the  left  thickened  and  superficially  ulcerated.  On  section  a  number  of 
yellowish  modules  in  the  thickened  fold.  One  retro-peritoneal  gland  as  large  as  a 
marble  and  converted  into  pus.  Convex  surface  of  both  limgs  dotted  with  a  small 
niunber  of  bright-red  points. 

From  the  spleen  ana  from  the  abscess  under  the  skin  three  potato  cultures  and 
one  agar  culture  were  made.  All  developed  numerous  characteristic  colonies  of 
glanders  bacilli  on  the  third  day. 

An  inspection  of  the  autopsy  notes  will  show  that  nearly  all  inocu- 
lated guinea  pigs  showed  unmistakable  signs  of  the  disease,  and  that 
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only  a  few  recovered.  Of  ttose  tliat  were  killed  the  lesions  were 
sncn  as  to  preclude  recovery.  In  most  cases  the  diagnosis  of  gland- 
ers could  be  made  without  having  recourse  to  cultivation.  In  order 
to  be  thus  successful  it  is  necessary  to  observe  strictly  the  method 
given  for  inoculation,  and  to  avoid  the  error  of  using  too  small  a 
quantity  of  the  nasal  discharge.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  lesions 
characteristic  of  glanders  in  guinea  pigs  did  not  all  appear  in  the 
same  animal.  In  some,  enlargement  and  suppuration  of  tne  inguinal 
glands  was  the  only  external  sign;  in  others  swelling  and  suppuration 
of  the  testicles  took  place.  Again,  abscesses  becoming  ulcers  later 
on  appeared  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  combined  with  swelling 
of  the  limbs.  When  the  external  lesions  were  prominent  internal 
lesions  were  generally  less  marked.  The  formation  of  nodules  in 
the  spleen  was  infrequent,  in  the  lun^s  rare,  and  in  the  liver  observed 
in  but  one  case.  In  general,  internal  changes*  were  secondary  to  ex- 
ternal. 

Cultivation  of  glanders  bacilli  from  inoculated  guinea  pigs  is  al- 
ways desirable  though  not  absolutely  necessary  in  many  cases.  The 
foregoing  notes  show  that  pure  cultures  may  always  be  obtained  from 
still  unopened  abscesses  under  the  skin,  such  as  those  of  glands  and 
testicles,  by  following  the  method  already  mentioned,  i.  e, ,  thoroughly 
scorching  the  surface  of  the  skin  after  removing  the  hair  and  then 
making  the  incision  through  the  scorched  area.  This  makes  unnec- 
essary the  use  of  disinfectants.  Cultures  from  the  spleen  are  not  al- 
ways successful,  when  those  from  the  abscesses  are,  perhaps  because 
the  bacilli  are  not  always  present  in  the  internal  organs  in  numbers 
large  enough  to  inoculate  a  culture  tube.  Hence,  it  is  always  advis- 
able to  inoculate  from  any  abscess  that  can  be  reached  from  the  skin 
or  any  suppurating  gland  in  the  abdomen. 

Cultures  from  the  spleen  were  made  by  tearing  off  a  bit  of  spleen 
pulp  from  the  carefully  exposed  spleen  and  rubbing  it  gently  with 
the  platinum  wire  over  the  agar  or  potato  surface,  so  as  to  free  the 
bacilli  from  the  tissue  and  distribute  them  over  a  larger  surface.  In 
this  way  very  fine  cultures  of  isolated  colonies  on  potato  can  be  ob- 
tained, which  in  the  earliest  stages,  when  the  colonies  just  begin  to 
be  visible  to  the  naked  eye  after  a  sojourn  in  the  thermostat  at  37°  C. 
for  forty-eight  to  seventy-two  hours,  are  very  characteristic.  The 
aaar  cultures  I  have  found  less  characteristic  and  hence  less  valu- 
aolo  for  purposes  of  diagnosis.  Cultures  from  the  pus  of  abscesses 
contain  a  much  larger  number  of  colonies,  and  these  are  apt  to  be  con- 
fluent unless  a  very  small  quantity  is  used.  It  is  best  to  make  sev- 
eral inoculations  with  different  quantities  of  pus. 

The  potatoes  used  were  prepared  according  to  the  method  suggested 
by  Bolton  {Medical  News,  1887-i,  318).  They  are  pared  and  cut  in 
such  a  way  as  to  fit  into  large  test  tubes.  The  top  is  cut  so  as  to 
form  an  inclined  surface  upon  which  the  inoculated  material  is  to  be 
deposited.  A  small  amount  of  water  is  put  into  the  test  tube  to  keep 
the  lower  end  of  the  potato  constantly  wet.  The  tubes  are  then 
plugged  with  cotton  wool  and  kept  in  the  steam  sterilizer  from  one 
and  one-half  to  two  hours.  If  then  the  lower  end  of  the  plug  is  dipped 
into  sterile  melted  paraffine  the  evaporation  and  consequent  drying  up 
of  the  potato  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  such  tubes  glanders  bacilli 
CTOW  very  well,  and  as  a  rule  their  growth  will  depend  on  the  con- 
oition  of  the  potato  surface  as  regards  moisture.  There  will  be  no 
growth,  or  at  best  a  very  feeble  growth,  if  the  surface  of  the  potato  is 
partly  dry  and  hard. 
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Of  the  few  house  mice,  rabbits,  and  the  do^  inoculated  none  took 
the  disease,  thus  confirming  the  results  of  L'3ffler  and  others  that  these 
animals  are  not  proper  subjects  for  inoculatioii. 

It  is,  in  general,  best  to  chloroform  guinea  pigs  when  the  lesions 
have  become  pronounced,  especially  when  the  cultures  are  desired. 
If  allowed  to  die  the  term  of  the  disease  is  unnecessarily  prolonged; 
they  are  very  apt  to  die  at  night,  and  in  midsummer  decomposition 
immediately  sets  in.  Moreover,  death  may  take  place  through  sec- 
ondary infection  of  the  body  with  septic  bacteria,  wliich  enter  through 
the  ulcers.  In  such  cases  pure- cultures  can  no  longer  be  expected. 
It  is  often  necessary  to  maiJce  a  diagnosis  as  speedily  as  possible,  to 
release  or  destroy  the  suspected  horses  as  the  case  may  be.  Hence, 
as  soon  as  the  external  lesions,  such  as  suppuration  of  the  glands  or 
testicles,  has  fairly  begun,  the  animal  may  oe  killed  and  cultivations 
made  from  the  pus  in  these  organs.  This  may  be  all  the  more  de- 
sirable if  several  guinea  pigs  have  been  inoculated  at  the  same  time, 
one  or  more  of  which  should  be  kept  for  future  examination  if  the 
first  should  fail  to  yield  any  positive  result. 

Diagnosis  of  glanders  by  extirpating  the  submaxillary  lymphatic 
glands  and  making  cultures  therefrom. — It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  diagnosis  of  glanders  in  the  horse  may  be  made  directly  by  re- 
moving during  life  the  swollen  submaxillary  glands  situated  on  the 
under  surface  of  the  lower  jaw  and  making  cultures  from  them.  Such, 
operations  can  of  course  be  undertaken  only  by  veterinarians.  Occa- 
sionally the  swelling  of  these  glands  is  the  first  suspicious  sign. 
The  swelling  may  be  simply  due  to  an  increase  and  condensation  of 
the  substance  of  the  ^land.  When  the  disease  has  existed  for  weeks 
and  months  the  interior  of  the  lobes  of  the  gland  usually  contain 
minute  cavities  filled  with  a  dry,  caseous  substance.  These  are  con- 
sidered almost  diagnostic  by  Dieckerhoflf. 

Rieck  {Zeitschr,f.  lliiermedicin,  1888,  xiv,  107),  recently  reported 
a  case  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  made  in  this  way: 

A  sevon-year  old  mare  from  a  stable  in  which  6  cases  of  glanders  had  occurred 
within  the  past  6  montlis  was  suspected  of  glanders.  The  only  sign  upon  which 
this  suspicion  was  based  was  a  painless,  diffused,  by  no  means  characteristic  swell- 
ing of  the  right  submaxillary  gland.  There  was  no  nasal  discharge,  no  cough. 
The  gland  was  removed,  placet!  for  15  minutes  in  a  ^^o  percent,  solution  of  mercuric 
chloride,  washed  in  alcohol  and  cut  with  flamed  knives.  In  the  substance  of  the 
gland  were  found  two  grayish-white  soft  foci  as  large  as  peas,  not  yet  broken  down. 
Cultures  made  by  placing  particles  of  these  foci  upon  <xgar  in  tul)es  revealed  the 
presence  of  glanders  bacilli.  The  horse  was  killed,  and  at  the  autopsy  ulcers  were 
round  on  the  septum,  and  the  lungs  were  affected  in  a  manner  cliaracteristic  of  the 
disease.  Tlie  author  rightly  claims  that  without  the  aid  of  bacteriology  the  disease 
could  not  have  l)een  determined  during  life. 

In  the  course  of  our  inoculation  experiments  on  guinea  pigs,  three 
submaxillary  glands  were  examined  and  cultivations  made: 

In  the  first  case  the  gland  was  as  large  as  two  hen's  eggs.  The  gland  substance 
was  pale  red.  Cultures  were  made  on  agar,  blood  serum,  and«potato  by  cutting  out 
small  bits  of  the  interior  of  the  various  lobes  and  nibbing  thase  upon  the  culture 
medium,  the  surface  of  the  gland  being  disinfectecl  by  scorching  it.  Aft4»r  the 
cultures  had  been  made  the  gland  was  more  thorouplily  examined  and  a  considera- 
ble number  of  yellowish-white  spots  as  large  as  a  pin  s  head  were  found,  representing 
plugs  of  pus  lodged  in  cavities.  It  is  highly  probable  that  some  of  these  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  culture  tulles  in  the  pit?ces  cut  out.  The  tul)e8  remained  sterile,  how- 
ever, excepting  one  contauiing  micrococci. 

A  second  gland  taken  from  a  horse  killed  and  f<mnd  glandered  was  considerably 
swollen,  the  individual  lobes  as  large  as  walnuts.  The  gland  was  placed  in  5  per 
cent.  carboli<;  acid  for  five  minutes,  then  in  t*„  i)er  cent,  mercuric  chloride  for  on^- 
half  minute ;  finally  sterile  water  was  poured  over  it  to  remove  the  chloride. 
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The  lobes  were  cut  open  with  flamed  knives  and  several  cavities  one-twelfth  to 
one-eighth  inch  (2  to  3  millimeters)  in  diameter  were  found  containing  white,  con- 
sistent cheesy  masses.  Potato  and  agar  tubes  inoculated  with  these  masses  re- 
mained sterile. 

A  third  gland,  which  had  been  removed  from  a  glandered  colt  at  the  autopsy, 
was  examined  and  cultures  made  in  the  same  way.  The  gland  contained  no  caseoud 
masses,  and  hence  bits  of  tissue  were  cut  out  ana  placed  on  agar  and  potato  tubes. 
Of  five  cultures  all  remained  sterile  but  one.  Tlus  contained  a  single  colony  not 
resembling  the  colonies  of  glanders  bacilli  and  made  up  of  actively  motile  bacilli. 

So  far  as  these  experiments  go,  they  can  not  be  said  to  favor  tl;e 
method  of  diagnosis  by  extirpation  of  the  submaxillary  glands  un- 
less the  result  is  only  considered  decisive  when  the  bacilli  of  glanders 
have  been  actually  found.  They  certainly  can  have  little  value  when 
the  result  is  negative.  *    • 


UNITED  STATES  CATTLE  QUARANTINE. 

The  superintendents  of  the  various  neat-rattle  quarantine  stations 
report  the  names  of  the  importers  and  the  number  and  breed  of  each 
lot  of  animals  imported  during  the  year  1888,  as  follows: 

GARFIELD  STATION,  N.  J.  (NEAR  NEW  YORK). 

DR.   W.   HXBBERT  LOWB,   SITERINTKNDKNT. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Feb.  24 

94 

May    9 

2 

2 

4 

June  26 

July  11 

Aug.  24 

Se^26 

Oct.  11 

26 

Nov.    8 


Name  and  post-offlce  address   of  Im- 
porter. 


Port  of  shipment.       Name  of  breed. 


.do. 
.do. 
do. 


Qilflllan  &  Munw,  Maquokcta,  Iowa  . 

WUllam  Hanke,  Iowa  (jity,  Iowa 

Mack  Martin,  Richland  City,  Wis 

Smith  &  Jamison,  Mount  Sterling,  Ky 

L.  F.  Ross,  Iowa  City,  Iowa I  . .  .do 

S.  A.  Converse,  Creaco,  Iowa do 

V.  T.  Hills,  Delaware,  Ohio I  IJverpool 

Hon.  D.  Magone,  New  York  City i  London . . 

M.  W.  Dunhani,  Wayne,  111 [  Havre   . . 

C.  W.  Chapin,  Springfield,  Mass do 

R.  W.  Brown,  Merton,  Wis 


London Red  Polled  . 


Adams  Express  Company,  New  York 

City. 
T.  0.  ISaatman,  New  York  aty 


London 

Bristol,  England  . . 

Qlasgow,  Scotland 


do. 

do. 

...do 

...do 

. . . .do 

...do 

Ajrrshire  . . . 

French 

...do 

Red  PoUed  . 
Short  Horn . 

Ayrshire  .  . 


No.  of 


LITTLETON  STATION,  MASS.  (NEAR  BOSTON). 

DR.  A.  H.  BOSK,  SUPBRUrFENDBNT. 


Mar.  6 
May  22 
Oct.  1 
Nov.  19 


John  A.Frye,  Marlborough,  Mass London Holstein 

N. P.  Clarke.  Minneapolis,  Minn |  Liverpool 1  Short  Horn. 

H.  S.  Russell,  Milton,  Mass London I  Jersey 

Hopewell  Brothers,  Boston,  Mass I. . . .do I  Quemsey. . . 


17 
22 
27 
22 
20 
16 
18 
8 
2 
2 
8 
2 

10 


26 
24 
81 
15 


PATAPSCO  STATION,  MD.  (NEAR  BALTIMORE). 

DR.  F.  L.   ULBORIOC,   VXTBRINARY  KXAMINKR. 


Sept.  18 


Hon.  J.Stewart,  Elbum,  lU Glasgow,  Scotland  .   Polled  Angus. 


MOUNT  AIRY  STATION,  PA.  (NEAR  PHILADELPHIA). 

DR.  A.   C.   YOUKO,   SUPERINTENDENT. 


Got.  80 
10 


Charles  W.H( 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Utiaries  W.Hemy,  Philadelphia, 
Louis  BergdoU,  Philadelphjla,  Pa 


Antwerp  . 
....do..  .. 


Swiss 

Holstein. 


11 
0 


A  new  station  was  established  at  Philadelpia,  Pa. ,  in  October  last. 
No  contagious  disease  appeared  among  the  cattle  at  any  of  the 
stations  during  the  year. 
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Pbbbuaby  1,  1889. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  work 
done  in  the  Chemical  Division  during  the  past  year. 
Respectfully, 

H.   W.   WiLKY, 

CTiemist 
Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman, 

Commissioner  of  AgrxcuUure. 


ORGANIZATION  AND  EQUIPMENT  OP  THE  DIVISION. 

The  necessity  for  a  new  building  for  laboratory  purposes,  as  set 
forth  in  my  last  annual  report,  still  continues.  There  are  many 
chemical  operations  needful  m  agricultural  investigations  which  can 
not  be  undertaken  at  all  with  our  present  facilities,  or  only  imper- 
fectly. Light  and  ventilation  in  the  working  rooms  are  bad  and  the 
location  of  the  laboratory  in  the  basement  continues  to  be  a  source 
of  grave  discomfort  to  the  other  employes  of  the  Department. 

During  the  year  the  Division  met  with  a  sad  loss  in  the  death  of 
Mr.  N.  J.  Pake,  on  the  11th  of  August,  by  accidental  drowning.  On 
certification  from  the  Civil  Service  Commission  Mr.  E.  A.  von 
Schweinitz  has  been  appointed  to  the  vacancy.  The  staif  of  the  Di- 
vision now  comprises  the  following  names: 

H,  W.  Wiley,  chemist. 

C.  A.  Crampton,  assistant  chemist. 

G.  L.  Spencer,  assistant  chemist. 

E.  A.  Knorr,  assistant  in  laboratory. 

T.  C.  Trescot,  assistant  in  laboratory. 

Hubert  Edson,  assistant  in  laboratory. 

E.  A.  von  Schweinitz,  assistant  in  laboratory. 

John  Du^^,  assistant  in  laboratory. 

K.  P.  McElroy,  assistant  in  laboratory. 

Oma  Carr,  assistant  in  laboratory. 

J.  L.  Fuelling,  assistant  in  sugar  work. 

M.  S.  Tidd,  stenographer. 

Martin  Johnson,  laborer. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ANALYSES. 

SAMPLES  OP  MI2*BRALS,   ORES,  ROCKS,   ETC.,  SUBMITTED  FOB  ANALYSIS. 

From  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Blount,  House  of  Representatives.    Sample  of  metal,  foimd 
to  l>o  pure  tin. 

From  J.  A.  C.  Blackburn,  War  Eagle  Mills,  Ark.    A  sample  of  limestone,  with 
fragments  of  quartz  and  particles  of  iron  pyrites.    No  value. 
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Sent  by  G.  I.  Baldwin,  Hunloc-k  Creek,  Pa.  A  specimen  of  sandstone  with  par- 
ticles of  mica.  This  mij^ht  prove  to  be  a  valuable  building  stone  if  found  in  quan- 
tity. 

From  the  Hon.  P.  B.  Plumb,  U.  S.  Senate.  A  sample  of  ore  which  assayed  8.5 
ounces  of  silver  per  ton. 

From  John  F.  Miller,  Hagerstown,  Md.  A  specimen  consisting  chiefly  of  carbon- 
ate of  lime. 

From  the  Hon.  S.  W.  Peel,  House  of  Representatives.  A  sample  of  red  hematite, 
a  valuable  iron  ore. 

From  J.  T.  Kale,  Newcastle,  Va.     A  specimen  of  calcite. 

From  Miss  Ida  Hays,  Redington,  Nebr.     A  sample  of  mica. 

From  the  Hon.  J.  H.  O'Neail,  House  of  Representatives.  A  sample  of  mineral, 
largely  carbonate  of  lime. 

ftom  the  Hon.  Charles  T.  OTerrall,  House  of  Representatives.  Six  samples  of 
minerals,  as  follows:  No.  1,  chiefly  siUcates;  No.  2,  galena,  a  valuable  lead  ore  when 
occurring  in  quantity;  No.  3,  iron  ore;  No.  4,  asbestos;  this  might  prove  valuable  if 
found  in  sufttcient  quantity;  No.  5,  specimen  of  clay,  of  no  special  value;  No.  6, 
micaceous  rock,  of  no  special  value. 

Sent  by  the  Hon.  F.  M.  Cockrell,  U.  S.  Senate.  A  sample  of  ore,  largely  galena, 
a  valuable  source  of  lead. 

Sent  by  the  Hon.  P.  B.  Plumb,  U.  S.  Senate.  Seven  samples  of  magnetite  which 
were  analyzed  with  the  following  results: 


No.  of 
uunple. 

6 
7 

Oxide  of 
iron. 

Representing 
metallic  iron. 

Silica. 

Phos- 
phorus. 

Percent. 
69.63 
88.71 
62.42 
81.89 
87.64 
60.  »i 
80.91 

Percent. 
60.42 
64.  »4 
46.20 
69.80 
68.46 
45.02 
62.21 

^Percent. 
18.04 
12.38 
26.27 
18.81 
12.60 
as.  50 
8.10 

Percent. 



Trnce'. 

.96 
Trace. 

.14 

Sent  by  the  Hon.  P.  B.  Plumb,  U.  S.  Senate.  A  sample  of  coal  which  gave  the 
following  analytical  data: 

Moisture 53 

Volatile  combustible  matter 8. 16 

Fixed  carbon 56. 54 

Ash : 25.78 

Sulphur 14.20 

100.15 

This  coal  is  not  suitable  for  meta*]lurgioal  purposes  on  account  of  the  large  quan- 
tity of  ash  and  sulphur. 

Sent  by  Miss  Lottie  Randaugh,  Bloserville,  Pa.    A  sample  of  oxide  of  iron. 

From  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Berry,  U.  S.  Senate.  Two  samples  of  carbonate  of  lime, 
valuable  if  foimd  in  quantity.    Also  an  iion  ore  containing  27.67  per  cent,  of  iron. 

Sent  by  the  Hon.  J.  R.  Brown,  House  of  Representatives.  A  sample  of  iron  ore 
containing  25.62  per  cent,  of  iron.  This  sample  and  the  above  are  hardly  rich 
enough  to  make  them  available  for  the  manufacture  of  iron. 

From  the  Hon.  S.  W.  Peel,  Hoase  of  Representatives:  A  sample  of  mineral  of 
no  value. 

From  J.  E.  Wiley,  Macon,  Ga.  Two  samples  of  mineral  consisting  chiefly  of  the 
silicates  of  iron  and  alumina. 

From  Israel  Shafer,  Richland  town.  Pa.  A  sample  of  slate  rock  with  particles  of 
pyrites.    No  value. 

Fi*om  R.  A.  Ormdorff,  Van  Buren  Furnace,  Va.  A  sample  supposed  to  be  coal, 
proved  to  be  slate  rock  of  no  value. 

From  Mrs.  E.  F.  Whitney,  Munroe,  Tenn.     A  sample  of  iron  pyrites. 

From  W.  P.  Newman,  Coffman,  Mo.     A  specimen  of  red  hematite. 

From  Ed.  Riddill,  Coxburgh,  Miss.     A  sample  of  iron  pyrites. 

From  W.  F.  White,  Dunedin,  Fla.     Sample  of  quartz  w^th  mica. 

From  Leak  and  Selph,  Orange  Heights,  Fla.  A  specimen  of  kaolin  of  good  qual- 
ity. 
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From  J<^m  Street,  Calamine,  Ark.    A  sample  of  hematite,  with  much  silica  and 
a  trace  of  phosphorus;  no  special  value. 
A  sample  of'  galena  which  might  be  valuable  if  occurring  in  quantity. 
From  J.  M.  Mohr,  Passer  P.  O.,  Pa.     A  specimen  of  pectolite,  essentially  a  sili- 
cate of  lime  and  soda,  of  no  commercial  value. 

From  W.  P.  Newman,  Coffman,  Mo.  A  specimen  of  gneiss  with  a  Uttle  iron  ore  ; 
a  specimen  of  crystallized  carbonate  of  lime,  neither  of  which  possesses  any  com- 
mercial value. 

From  Chas.  S.  Sterner,  Coopersburgh,  Pa.  A  specimen  of  silicate  of  the  follow- 
ing composition: 

Per  cent. 

Silica , 56.  69 

Water 18.  68 

Alumina 17.  97 

Lime 5. 80 

Undetermined 86 


100.00 

It  has  no  particular  value. 

From  F.  K.  DeWitt,  Graysville,  Va.    A  sample  of  hematite. 
From  £.•  J.  Joyner,  Flag  Pond,  Va.    A  good  specimen  of  limestone. 
From  Chas.  Brodtman^  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.    A  sample  of  gypsum  which  on 
analysis  gave  the  following  data: 

Per  cent. 

Sulphate  of  lime 86. 94 

Carbonate  of  lime 6. 16 

Iron,  alimiina,  etc 1. 84 

Moisture 5. 06 

SAMPLES  OF  FERTILIZERS,  FERTILIZING  MATERIALS,   MARLS,   ETC. 

Sent  by  James  Walker,  Darien,  Ga.  A  sample  of  mineral  containing  8.81  per 
cent,  of  phosphoric  acid;  enough  to  make  it  of  some  value  for  manufacturing  a 
fertilizer. 

Sent  by  B.  Rosenfeld,  Mlmbres,  N.  Mex.  A  sample  of  mineral  which  was  tested 
for  phosphoric  acid,  a  trace  of  which  was  found;  not  enough,  however,  to  make  it 
available  as  a  fertilizer. 

Sent  by  E.  W.  Stump,  Tombstone,  Ariz.  A  sample  of  soil  containing  4.74  per 
cent,  of  organic  matter. 

From  J.  H.  Williams,  Accokeek,  Md.  Two  samples  of  marl,  one  of  which  con- 
tained a  trace  of  phosphoric  acid.     Neither  sample  of  any  value. 

From  W.  L.  Gilbert,  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.  A  sample  containing  a  large  quantity 
of  lime. 

From  Julius  Becker,  Springerville,  Ariz.     Sample  of  gypsum. 

From  Mrs.  Seton  Lyles,  CoUington,  Md.  A  sample  of  phosphate  rock;  of  no 
value  as  a  fei*tilizer. 

FromG.  A.  Bacon,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  A  sample  of  rock  sup- 
posed to  contain  phosphoric  acid,  none  of  which  was  detected. 

BYom  H.  S.  Addison,  New  Orleans,  La.  A  sample  of  rice-chaff  ash  containing 
of  phosphoric  acid  .71  per  cent.,  of  Uttle  value  as  a  fertilizer. 

Inrom  W.  Lee  White,  Pension  Office.  A  sample  of  marl  containing  phosphoric 
acid,  .11  per  cent. ;  nitrogen,  .05  per  cent.     Of  no  value  as  a  fertilizer. 

From  H.  C.  Perkins,  Llewellyn,  Oregon.  A  sample  of  stone  submitted  for  valua- 
tion as  a  fertilizer  ;  no  phosphoric  acid  was  found. 

From  E.  T.  Peters,  L.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  A  sample  of  clay  contain- 
ing too  much  sand  to  make  it  useful  for  a  potter's  clay. 

From  Barthelson  and  Fellanders,  Sanford,  Fla.  A  very  poor  sample  of  fertilizer, 
containing  only  1  per  cent,  of  phosphoric  acid  and  .51  per  cent,  of  potash. 

From  O.  H.  Kelley,  Carrabelle,  Fl:;.  A  sample  of  marl  containing  .13  per  cent,  of 
phosphoric  acid. 

From  H.  C.  Perkins.  Llewellyn.  Oregon.  A  sample  of  marl  containing  only  a 
trace  of  phosphoric  acid,  of  no  value  as  a  fertilizer. 

From  Edward  Ward,  Pineville,  Wis.  A  sample  of  marl  containing  .6  per  cent, 
of  phosphoric  acid. 

From  the  Rev.  Carlisle  P.  B.  Martin,  Waverly,  Tex.  A  sample  of  clay  highly 
colored  by  oxide  of  iron. 

From  H.  G.  Hanna,  Pembroke,  Ky.    A  sample  of  limestone  of  fine  texture.    If 
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available  in  quantity  it  might  make  a  good  building  material  or  be  valuable  for  the 
manufacture  of  lime. 

From  G.  H.  Klippinger,  Cherryville,  Pa.    A  sample  supposed  to  be  a  fertilieer, 
containing: 

Fwoent. 

Ammonia 99 

Potash. , • 06 

Phosphoric  acid 1. 56 

Almost  worthless  as  a  fertilizer. 

From  Q.  A.  Grover,  Horace,  Dak.    Analysis  of  sample  of  clay  : 

Alumina. . 
Iron  FeO. 

Lime 

Silica. 


Phosphoric  acid. 

Alkalis 

Organic  matter. 
Moisture 


5.40 

8.06 

48.07 

.06 

Trace. 

15.44 

5.07 


From  H.  M.  Smith,  Lenah,  Va.    A  sample  of  rock  of  no  value. 

From  Joseph  H.  Kev,  Leonardstown,  Md-  A  sample  of  green  sand  containing 
.47  per  cent,  of  phosphoric,  a  trace  of  iron,  and  no  potash.  Of  little  value  as  a 
fertilizer. 

From  the  ^Bon.  J.  M.  Allen,  H.  R.  A  sample  supposed  to  be  suitable  for  the 
manufacture  of  cement.  It  was  a  mixture  of  hmestone  and  sandstone,  not  exhibit- 
ing the  proper  hardening  qualities. 

From  James  M.  Michael,  Bamhart's  Mills,  Pa.  A  sample  supposed  to  be  a  marl; 
was  found  to  bo  a  clay  of  no  fertilizing  properties  whatever. 

SAMPLES  OF  SOROHT7M  CANES,  SUGAR  BEETS,    AND  SIRUPS. 

Sent  by  C.  W.  Wood,  Hertford,  N.  C,  two  samples  of  sorghum  cane: 


Amber. 

Orange. 

Total  solids 

Percent. 
14.10 
6.40 
4.W 

Percent. 
18.70 
6.19 

Sucrose 

Qlucose 

*Not  determined. 


This  cane  does  not  appear  to  be  quite  ripe;  would  make  a  good  sirup,  but  is  unfit 
for  sugar-making  purposes. 
Sent  by  David  Cox,  Hertford,  N.  C,  two  samples  of  sorghum  cane: 


Early 
Orange. 

Late 
Orange. 

Juice per  cent. . 

Sucrose do.... 

Glucose do 

Specific  eravity 

66.17 
7.67 
8.87 
l.OBO 

13.00 

22.5 

M.67 
8.60 
4.58 
1.061 

14.70 

28.7 

i^B^i^esSrix. .:::.:.::: 

Temi)erature deg.  C . . 

Also  a  sample  of  Early  Amber  : 

Percent. 

Total  soUds 15. 70 

Sucrose 8.14 

Glucose (J.  62 

Not  suitable  for  sugar  making  purposes  but  \yould  probably  give  a  large  yield  of 
sirup. 
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Sent  by  W.  B.  Shaw,  Shawborough,  N.  C,  two  samples  of  sorghum  cane: 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

68.88 
7.07 
8.87 
1.06 
12.20 
SM.OO 

Sucrose do 

Glucose do 

SDecific  arravity 

11.06 
8.83 

Se^^Brix  .:.:::.::: 

16.4 

Temperature deg.  C. . 

No.  1  is  a  rich  cane  for  sugar-making  purposes. 

Sent  by  John  Upton,  Belcross,  N.  C,  two  samples  of  sorghiun  cane: 


Earlj 
Amber. 

Early 
Orange. 

Juice per  cent. . 

Sucrose do.... 

Glucose do — 

Specific  gravity 

86.80 
18.98 
2.67 
1.06 
16.10 
916 

66.20 
7.M 
4.86 
1.05 
18.60 
96.00 

Degrees  Brix 

Temperature. .  .'.deg.  C. . 

Sent  by  Harvey  Terry,  Terry's  Manor,  North  Carolina,  four  samples  of  sorghum 
cane: 


Early 

Late 
Orange. 

Amber. 

Juice per  cent. . 

Sucrose do — 

Glucose do 

Speciflc  gravity 

64.44 

6.06 
6.28 
1.06 
12.00 
24.70 

66.96 
7.42 
4.00 
1.05 
12.23 
28.00 

64.58 
7.09 
4.87 
1.06 
12.00 
28.00 

Se^^Srix. .:::::::: 

Temperature dog.  C. . 

No.  4  had  undergone  acid  fermentation  and  analyzed  as  follows: 

Per  cent. 

Total  soUds 16.80 

Sucrose 7. 57 

Glucose 4.  75 

Sent  by  Densmore  Bros.,  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  a  sample  of  sorghum  molasses: 

Per  cent. 

By  direct  polarization sucrose . .  46. 80 

By  invert  polarization do. ...  49. 16 

Reducing  sugars 30. 40 

It  is  rich  in  sucrose  and  ought  to  yield  a  large  crop  of  crystals  if  boiled  to  the 
proper  density. 
Sent  by  A.  F.  Greorge,  Ada,  Minn.,  two  samples  of  sugar  beets: 


White 
beets. 

Yellow 
beeta. 

Juice  percent.. 

Moisture do 

Purity     

69.66 
80.90 
60.27 
6.C9 
1.048 
11.10 
S0» 

60.47 
89.45 
60.44 
5.41 
1.085 
0.10 
22« 

Sucrofie percent.. 

Speciflc  frravity 

Dogroes  Bribe 

Temperature Cent. . 

These  are  both  below  the  average  for  sugar  beets  in  this  country. 
▲O  88 16 
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Sent  by  C.  W.  Scarff,  Grand  Island,  Nebr,  two  samples  of  sugar  beets: 


Vilmorin. 

White 
Imperial. 

Total  solids .  per  cent . 

1    Sugar do — 

1    Purity 

18.40 
16.38 
88.69 

18.80 
15.75 
88.77 

These  are  very  rich  and  capable  of  producing  not  less  than  280  pounds  of  sugar 
per  ton  of  beets. 
Sent  by  William  Juntgen,  Kansas,  III.,  a  sample  of  sugar  beet: 

Total  solids per.cent. .  10.40 

Sucrose do .     4. 73 

Purity 45.48 

These  beets  are  unfit  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar. 

Sent  by  W.  C.  Buderus,  Sturgis,  Dak.,  two  samples  of  sugar  beets: 


Pink 
beets. 

White 
beets. 

Total  solids. . .  per  cent. . 

Sugar do 

Purity  co-efflcient 

■ 

20.40 
13.32 
66.29 

21.48 
16.08 
69.97 

A  high  percentage  of  sugar,  but  also  a  large  quantity  of  total  solids. 
Sent  Dy  Hon.  E.  N.  MorriU,  House  Representatives.     Sample  of  sorghum  molas- 
B8,  too  small  a  ouantity  for  analysis. 
Sent  by  H.  S.  Trescot,  Pendleton,  S.  C.     Two  samples  of  sorghum  sirup. 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

Moisture 

Percent. 
21.48 
2.76 
85  97 
89.20 

Percent. 

28.60 

1.92 

88.48 

83.10 

Ash 

Olucose    

Sucrose 

Sent  by  the  Hon.  F.  M.  Cockrell,  U.  S.  Senate.    A  sample  of  molasses: 

Per  cent. 

Sucrose 42.00 

Glucose 26.29 

Moisture 28. 13 

Ash 2.63 

Undetermined 95 

ANALYSES  OP  SAMPLES  OF  WATER. 

From  E.  W.  Deming,  Conway  Springs,  Kans.  Two  samples  of  water :  River 
water,  20.07  grains  total  solids  per  United  States  gallon.  Well  water,  12.52  grains 
total  solids  per  United  States  gallon. 

These  waters  are  both  excellent  for  technical  purposes. 

From  H.L.Long,  Walnut,  Tex.  A  sample  of  water  containing  201.88  grains  of 
solids  per  gallon,  comprised  chiefly  of  sulphate  of  calcium  and  some  cmoride  of 
sodium. 

From  Henry  Peaslee,  Georgetown,  Tex.  A  sample  of  water  containing  655.55 
grains  of  solids  per  United  States  gallon.  A  partial  quantitative  analysis  of  the 
solid  matter  showed  the  following  composition  : 

Sodic  cliloride grains  per  United  States  gallon. .  194. 77 

Magnesia do 26.88 

Alumina do 57. 77 

This  water  is  imfit  for  drinking  purposes* 
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Sent  by  H.  B.  Bicksler,  Hemdon,  Va.  A  sample  of  water  ccmtaining  19  grains 
ef  total  solids  per  gallon,  consisting  of  carbonates  and  sulphates  of  lime  and  mag- 
nesia, with  organic  matter,  and  traces  of  alkaline  chlorides. 

From  W.  H.  Thomas,  La  Grange,  Mo.,  a  sample  of  water  a  complete  analysis  of 
which  was  made : 

GraiDB  per  United  States  gallon. 

Sulphate  of  sodium , 9. 223 

Chloride  of  sodium 820.  607 

Carbonate  of  potassium 6. 174 

Carbonate  of  sodium 748 

Carbonate  of  calcium 85. 836 

Carbonate  of  magnesium 20.  532 

Alumina 098 

Ferric  oxide Trace. 

SiUca 2.  891 

Total  solids 396. 104 

From  the  Hon.  J.  N.  Burnes,  House  of  Representatives,  a  water  containing  88.69 
grains  of  solids  per  gallon,  consisting  of  lime,  magnesia,  alumina,  iron,  and  alkalis 
combined  with  sulphuric,  carbonic,  and  hydrochloric  acids  and  silica. 

Sent  by  the  Hon.  C.  T.  OTerrall,  House  of  Representatives,  a  sample  of  water 
containing  15.87  grains  per  gallon  of  solids,  consisting  of  the  same  ingredients  as 
the  above  sample. 

From  J.  P.  Eaton,  MapleviUe,  Nebr.,  two  samples  of  water.  Water  from  25-foot 
well  contains  38.43  grains  of  solids  per  gallon;  water  from  91-foot  well  contains 
20.07  grains  of  solids  per  gallon. 

The  composition  of  the  solid  matter  is  the  same  as  in  the  two  preceding  samples. 

From  the  Hon.  Samuel  Pasco,  U.  S.  Senate,  a  sample  of  water,  a  complete 
analysis  of  which  was  made : 

Parts  per.milHon 

Oxygen  required  by  organic  matter 81. 50 

Free  ammonia .44 

Albuminoid  ammonia , . .  .18 

Nitrates 

Nitrites Trace. 

Total  solids grains  per  gallon. .  167.  50 

Chlorine , do 62, 68 

The  solid  matter  consists  of — 

Lime grains  per  gallon. .  9. 96 

Magnesia do 8. 01 

Sodic  chloride do 61.  66 

Soda do. ...  5.  88 

Potassic  chloride Trace. 

Sulphuric  acid grains  per  gallon. .  9. 27 

Carbonic  acid do 7. 86 

Silica. do 60 

Iron  and  alumina Trace. 

Undetermined .grains  per  gallon. .  1. 74 

100.00 
This  is  a  mineral  water  and  might  prove  to  possess  medicinal  virtues. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SAMPLES. 

From.  M.  J.  Albright,  Rago,  Kans.  A  sample  of  salt  containing  98.86  per  cent,  of 
sodic  chloride. 

From  Mrs.  Jenkins,  Washington,  D.  C.  A  sample  of  powders  which  was  tested 
for  bromides,  chloral,  and  morphine,  with  negative  results. 

From  Mrs.  Grigsby,  Washington,  D.  C.    A  sample  of  milk  coiitaining: 

Percent. 

Total  solids 9. 76 

Fat 1 .  65 

Albuminoids 3. 09 

This  is  a  very  inferior  sample  of  milk,  having  been  deprived  of  at  least  two-thirds 
of  its  cream. 
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From  E.  S.  Stover,  Albuquerque,  N.  Hex.    A  cample  of  cane,  for  yaluation  as  a 
fodder: 

Per  cent. 

Albuminoids 3. 68 

Fat  and  oU 8.58 

Alcohol  extract 26 .  84 

Crude  fiber , .* 18.85 

It  is  deficient  in  nitrogenous  principles,  but  might  prove  an  acceptable  change  of 
diet  for  cattle. 
Sent  by  D.  J.  Fair,  Sterling,  Kans.    A  sample  of  brine: 

Specific  gravity 1. 1892 

Total  sohds 25 .  09 

In  the  dry  substance  there  was  foimd: 

Per  cent. 

Sodic  cloride 91.95 

Magnesia 1. 86 

Sulphuric  acid .89 

Undetermined 6. 80 

Sent  by  R.  F.  Bond,  Sterling,  Kans.,  two  samples  of  brine  and  two  samples  of 
salt: 


Brine  1. 

Brine  2. 

Soltl. 

Salts. 

Total  solid  matter 

Percent. 

27.61 

26.18 

.07 

Trace. 

.23 

72.  &5 

.67 

Per  cent. 

27.07 

24.65 

.40 

Trace. 

.42 

72.  W 

2.51 

Per  cent. 

90.38 

86.03 

.11 

.44 

.61 

9.67 

4.64 

Per  cent. 

94.96 

90.46 

.06 

1.25 

.78 

6.02 

2.46 

Bodic  chloride 

Masneeia 

lime 

SulDhuric  acid 

Mofeture 

Undetermined  , 

Submitted  by  Professor  Alwood,  Department  of  Agriculture.  An  insect  powder 
in  which  arsenic  in  quantity  was  found. 

From  the  Hon.  E.  O.  Graves,  Superintendent  of  Bureau  of  Printing  and  Engrav- 
ing.   A  sample  of  linseed-oil: 

Specific  gravity  at  15.5'C 9825 

Percentf^e  of  iodine  observed 152.00 

Refractive  index  at  17.5''C 1.4785 

No  adulteration  was  discovered. 

Sent  by  Nelson  Page,  Washington,  D.  C,  a  sample  of  rye  flour  supposed  to  have 

been  sifted: 

Per  cent. 

Crudefiber 1144 

Starch 24.05 

The  sample  resembles  rye  bran  rather  than  flour,  and  has  evidently  been  sifted. 
From  Dr.  F.  L.  Kilboume,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    Two  samples  of 
linseed-oil  cake: 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

Per  cent. 
19.18 
6.96 
7.84 
6.72 
4.28 
lU.M 
88.  C9 

Starch               

Per  cent. 
20.78 
4.28 
8.88 
S.79 
fl.OT 
12.80 
31.60 

CYude  fiber 

Moisture      

Ash         

Fat  and  oil        

Alcohol  extract    

AlhiiTTiinoidfl                
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From  C.  F.  Hopkins,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    Two  samples  of 
jrapes. 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

Sucrose 

Percent. 
6.90 
9.68 

Per  cent. 
8.75 
10.  &I 

Reducing  sugars  .... 
Total  sugars 

16.62 

14.29 

From  Prof.  Cummings  Cherry,  Chicago,  111.    Specimen  of  palmetto  root,  stalk, 
and  leaves. 


Root. 

Stalk. 

Leaves. 

Ether  extract . . . 

Albuminoids 

Crude  fiber 

Percent. 
.71 
1.66 
46.86 

Percent. 
.49 
2.10 
46.80 

Percent. 
2.79 
7.79 
60.22 

SAMPLES  ANALYZED  FOR  THE  ASSOCIATION  OP  OPFICTAL  AQRICULTURAL  CHEMISTS. 

Samples  received  from  Prof.  J.  A.  Meyers,  chairman  of  committee  on  potash. 


No.  1.  Potassic  chloride  . 


No.  2.  0.  P.  potassio  sul- 
phate   


No.  8.  Add  phosphate  with 
potassic  sulphate 


No.  4.  Caldned  lEalnite  . 
No.6 


By  method  of  A.  O.  A.  C. 


By  Llndo  Glad 
I  ding  method. 


Per  cent.  KCZ. 
85.04 
85.16 
85.06 


Per  cent.  KCi. '  Per  cent.  Kd. 


84.83* 

84.71* 

84.08* 

Per  cent.  K,0. 

55.^ 

53.68 


13.70 
18.82 
18.89 
17.80 
17.20 
17.26 

it 


86.64 
86.66 

Per  ceiU.  K.O. 
54.10 
64.02 
68.86 

18.68 
18.73 
18.78 
17.82 
17.26 


5.18 
6.80 


Analyses  made  by  A.  E.  Kjiorr,  except  those  marked  *,  which  were  made  by  Dr. 
C.  A.  urampton. 

Samples  from  Dr.  W.  J.  Qascojne,  chairman  of  committee  on  phosphoric  acid. 
Analyzed  by  A.  E.  Knorr: 


Moisture. 

Phosphoric 
acid. 

No.  1.  South  Carolina  phosphate 

No.  2.  Tankage  

Per  cent. 

.76 

6.44 

Per  cent. 
28.16 
14.28 

No.  8. 

Ammoniated 

superphosphate. 

No.  4. 

Dissolved 

South  Carolina 

phosphate. 

No.  5. 

Dissolved  Navassa 

phosphate. 

Moisture 

Percent 

14.06 
6.74 
1.60 
8.88 
1.80 
0.68 

Percent. 

9.88 
10.63 

8.81 
18.04 

1.28 
16.22 

Per  cent. 

6.78 
7.94 

14.72 
8.84 

16.06 

Soluble  phosphoric  acid 

Reverted  phosphoric  add 

AvaUable  phosphoric  acid 

Insoluble  phosphoric  add 

Total  phosphoric  add 
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Samples  fi-om  Prof.  M.  A.  Scovell,  chairman  of  committee  on  nitrogen.  Analyses 
made  by  T.  C.  Trescot :  No.  1,  potassiima  nitrate  C.  P. ;  No.  3,  cotton-seed  meal ; 
No.  8,  sodium  nitrate  C.  P.,  ammonimn  sulphate  C.  P.,  cotton-seed  meal  and  acid 
phosphate ;  No.  4,  sodium  nitrate  C.  P.,  cotton-seed  meal,  muriate  of  potai^h  and 
acid  phosphate  ;  No.  5,  a  mixed  tank^e  of  the  trade. 


• 

No.l. 

No.  9. 

No.  a 

No.  4. 

No.  6. 

Perct.N. 
2.85 
2.91 

By  Bodarllme  method 

Perct.N. 

P&rct.N 
7.14 
7.60 

Perct.N. 

Perct.N. 

By  Kleldahl  method 

By  Kjeldahl  modified  for  nitrates  . . . 
By  Ruffle  method , 

is.  78 
18.88 

8.70 
8.86 

""  8.13 
8.16 

7.47 

Sample  received  from  Prof.  Richard  H.  Glaines,  chairman  of  committee  on  phos- 
phoric acid.    Analyzed  by  E.  A.  von  Schweinitz  and  J.  L.  Fuelling : 


Schwehiits.           |             Fuelling:. 

No.l. 

No.  8. 

No.  8.     No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  8.  • 

6.74 
1.80 
8.54 

2.00 

10.58 

Soluble  phosphoric  acid 

10.72 
2.18 
12.85 

1.68 

14.88 

6.68 
1.90 
8.68 
j    1.62 
1   2.01 
10.16 

22.03 

10.72 
1.92 
12.64 

1.98 

14.57 

Reverted  phosphoric  acidl . . . 

Available  phosphoric  acid  . . 

Insoluble  phosphoric  acid. . . 

Total  phosphoric  acid 

21.81 

In  connection  with  the  investigation  on  the  nature  and  causes  of  "  peach  yel- 
lows "  carried  on  by  the  Division  of  Pathological  Botany  of  this  Department,  a 
series  of  ash  analyses  of  the  different  parts  of  the  peach  tree  was  made  by  A.  E. 
Knorr.  A  full  discussion  of  these  analyses  will  be  found  in  the  special  bulletin 
published  by  that  division  on  this  subject. 


SWEET  CASSAVA.* 

{Jatropha  manihot  or  Ai'pi.) 

About  the  middle  of  March,  this  year,  I  received  from  Mr.  R.  H. 
Burr,  of  Bartow,  Fla.,  a  package  of  cassava  roots.  These  roots 
reached  the  Department  in  fine  condition,  being  apparently  as  fresh 
as  the  day  they  were  taken  from  the  soil.  After  careful  sampling 
and  cleaning,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  roots  was  cut  into  thin 
slices  and  thoroughly  dried.  In  a  definite  weighed  portion,  sampled 
as  carefully  as  possible,  the  percentage  of  moisture  was  determined. 
The  dried  and  powdered  roots  were  preserved  for  future  analysis. 
Owing  to  a  press  of  other  matter,  this  analysis  was  not  made  until 
the  latter  part  of  July  and  the  first  of  August  this  year.  Mr.  Burr, 
in  forwarding  the  roots,  sent  the  following  information  concerning 
them: 

The  roots  do  not  last  long  after  digging,  drving  up  or  rotting.  Since  tliLs  variety 
of  caasava  is  not  the  bitter  or  poisonous  kind,  it  is  generally  known  in  Florida  as 
the  sweet  cassava.  The  roots  are  fed  to  all  kinds  of  stock  in  a  fresh  state,  and  are 
greatly  relished.  It  has  been  sufficiently  tested  here  to  show  its  great  value  as  a 
stock  food.  The  yield  under  favorable  conditions  is  astonishing.  I  have  recently 
dug  one  plant  of  one  year's  growth,  which  weighed  50  pounds,  being  at  the  rate  of 
more  than  1,500  bushels  to  the  acre.  Eight  hundred  to  1,000  bushels  per  acre  can 
be  confidently  reckoned  on. 

*Read  by  permission  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  at  the  Cleveland  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Aericultural  Science,  August,  1888,  and 
published  in  Agricultural  Science,  vol.  2,  No.  10,  and  Botanical  Gas^tte,  vol.  14, 
No.  8,  p.  71. 
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The  roots  received  by  us  were  long  and  slender,  and  of  various 
sizes;  some  of  them  were  quite  2  feet  long,  and  weighed  several 
pounds.  The  bark,  which'contains  the  jKjisonous  principle,  if  any  be 
present,  was  carefully  scraped  off  and  has  been  preserved  for  subse- 
quent examination.  The  analysis  of  the  sample,  calculated  to  dry 
substanct^  is  given  in  the  following  table: 
Serial  No 5547 

AHh per  cent. .  1. 94 

Oil  (petroleum  ether  extract) do 1 .  27 

Ether  extract  (glucosides,  aUcaloids,  organic  acids,  etc.) do .74 

Alcohol  extract  (ainids,  sugars,  resins,  etc.) do 17. 43 

Crude  fiber do 4. 03 

Starch do. ...  71. 85 

Albuminoids  (calculated  from  nitrogen) .do 8.47 

100.73 

In  regard  to  the  method  of  analysis,  little  need  be  said;  it  was 
carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  well-established  rules  of  plant 
analysis  as  laid  down  bv  Dragendorflf.  The  first  extraction  of  pe- 
troleum ether  gave  the  fat  or  oil  alone,  and  the  subsequent  extrac- 
tion with  sidphuric  ether  gave  the  glucosides,  alkaloids,  and  organic 
acids.  That  portion  of  nitrogen  existing  as  amids  has  been  estimated 
in  the  alcoholic  extract.  The  total  nitrogen  was  also  estimated  and 
entered  as  albuminoids;  a  small  portion  of  the  nitrogen  has  thus 
been  counted  twice  in  the  total  results  which  add  up  a  little  over  100. 
A  characteristic  feature  of  the  cassava  root  is  shown  in  the  large 
^toiount  of  substance  present  soluble  in  alcohol.  The  amount  of 
starch  also  compares  fairly  well  with  the  best  varieties  of  potatoes. 
On  account  of  the  large  Quantity  of  sugars  present,  the  cassava  root 
could  be  more  economically  used  for  the  manufacture  of  glucose  than 
for  starch;  their  is  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  fact  that  a  fine  article 
of  starch  food  can  be  made  from  the  cassava  root  growing  in  this 
country. 

In  addition  to  the  fresh  root  above  noted,  two  sanaples  of  the  dried 
root  or  cassava  meal  have  also  been  examined.  No.  5922  was  sent 
to  us,  described  as  pulverized  manihot  root  or  cassava  flour.  The 
root  is  first  peeled,  chopped  into  thin  sclices,  dried  in  the  sun  two 
days,  and  pulverized.  It  was  prepared  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Kern,  of  Bar- 
tow, Fla.  No.  5923  was  labeled  pulverized  cassava,  with  the  starch. 
or  a  portion  of  it,  and  glucose  washed  out,  the  remaining  pulp  dried 
in  the  sun,  prepared  by  Professor  Kern. 

Professor  Kern  sent  a  letter  with  the  samples,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  are  made: 

Allow  me  to  say  that  owing  to  the  prodigious  yield  per  acre  of  what  we  here 
know  as  cassava,  and  its  alleged  value  as  a  feed  and  food  plant,  and  for  its  yield  of 
starch  and  glucose,  it  is  attracting  a  very  ^eat  deal  of  attention  here  now.  The 
plant  here  grown  is  different  from  the  mamoc  root  of  South  and  Central  America; 
our  root  contains  no  poisonous  elements  which  need  to  be  dissipated  by  heat.  It  is 
customary  here  for  many  persons  to  make  their  own  starch  from  it.  The  root, 
which  must  remain  in  the  ground  until  one  is  ready  to  use  it,  is  dug,  washed,  and 
its  two  inner  and  outer  peeungs  removed;  it  is  then  grated  and  the  pulp  washed, 
the  water  poured  off  in  a  vessel  and  allowed  to  stand,  when  the  pure  starch  settles 
in  the  bottom.  The  clear  water  is  again  drawn  c^  and  the  starch  allowed  to  dry. 
The  pulp,  after  having  the  starch  washed  out,  may  be  used  at  once  in  making  pud- 
dings by  the  addition  of  milk,  eggs,  etc.  This  washed  pulp  may  be  sun-dried  and 
thus  kept,  forming  valuable  meal  or  flour  from  which  nice  bread  may  be  made. 
Necessitated  as  we  are  in  south  Florida  to  buy  all  our  wheat  flour,  anything  which 
acts  as  a  substitute,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  is  of  great  value  to  ua. 
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The  analyses  of  two  samples  of  flour  are  given  in  the  following 
table: 


SerlalNo 

Water jier  cent 

Aah do.. 

OiTand  fat do. . 

Qluoosides,  alkaloids,  and  organic  acids,  .do. . 

Amids,  sugars,  resins do. . 

Dextrine,  gum,  etc.,  by  difference do. . 

Crude  fiber do. . 

Nitrogenous  bodies do. . 

Starch  do.. 


5922 

5933 

10.  .'W 

11.80 

1.86 

1.13 

1.50 

.86 

.(W 

.43 

13.09 

4.50 

2.85 

5.63 

2.90 

4.15 

1.81 

1.31 

04.63 

70.13 

From  the  above  analyses  it  is  seen  that  the  cassava  can  never  take 
the  place  of  the  flonr  made  from  cereals,  as  a  food  material,  on  ac- 
count of  the  small  portion  of  nitrogenous  matter  which  it  contains. 
It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  it  might  very  well  take  the  place  of 
potatoes,  and  its  value  as  a  food  should  not  be  underestiriiated. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Carson,  of  Midland,  Fla.,  has  made  some  very  valuable 
contributions  to  the  literature  of  the  native  cassava.  From  a  letter 
of  his  to  the  Florida  Farmer  and  Fruit  Oroiver  of  Apri*  11,  1888,  I 
make  the  following  quotations : 

As  before  stated^  I  regard  the  rolling  pine  lands,  containing  some  v.  Illow  oak,  to 
be  the  best  for  cassavaf  and  the  southern  counties  to  be  best  suited  to  it.  Let  the 
soil  be  well  prepared  by  i)lowing  and  harrowing,  rows  checked  about  4  feet  apart, 
one  piece  laid  m  each  hill.  I  think  they  should  never  be  closer  together  than  4 
feetj  and  5  would  be  better.  Cassava  has  been  known  to  ^ow  for  three  years  in 
this  country.  It  will  continue  to  grow  until  the  cold  kills  it,  then  by  breaking  off 
the  stems  when  they  are  red,  the  stubble  '^'ill  sprout  up  in  the  spring.  As  to  the 
seeds  of  the  cassava  they  will  ripen  in  about  one  year.  If  puddings,  custards,  etc., 
are  desired,  the  roots  must  be  peeled  and  gi'ated;  salt,  sugar,  etc.,  may  be  used  ac- 
cording to  taste.  The  Spaniards  make  bread  of  it  simply  by  grating  the  root,  lind 
adding  salt  and  a  little  soda.  Now  there  is  no  doubt  m  my  mind  but  that  thirty 
tons  01  cassava  root  per  acre  can  be  produced.  When  I  thmk  of  the  tapioca,  glu- 
cose, and  starch  there  are  in  it,  and  how  abundantly  it  can  be  turned  into  bacon  and 
lard,  mDk  and  butter,  mutton  and  beef,  I  feel  confadent  that  it  will  pay  better  than 
any  other  plant  in  the  world. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Moore,  of  Keuka,  Fla.,  in  a  letter  to  the  same  paper  of 
November  24,  1887,  describes  some  of  the  uses  of  cassava.  From 
his  letter  I  make  the  following  extract: 

Cut  the  stalks  about  1  inch  above  the  ground,  just  before  frost;  after  cutting,  the 
stalks  should  be  left  to  dry  in  a  cool  pla(^  a  few  weeks,  and  then  placed  in  a  trench 
and  covered  until  time  for  planting.  Some  save  the  stalks  by  keeping  them  in  a 
dry,  cool  place  until  February  and  then  plant.  The  roots  should  be  dug  as  used; 
they  will  not  keep  in  good  condition  out  of  the  ground  more  than  thi-ee  or  four 
days.  It  is  perhaps  the  best  feed  we  can  raise  for  hogs;  it  is  also  a  fine  feed  for 
poiiltry.  We  often  bake  it  like  sweet  potatoes,  and  also  slice  and  fry  it  like  Irish 
potatoes. 

M.  8acc  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  National  Society  of  Agricult- 
ure of  France,  concerning  the  cassava  which  he  calls  ''  Maniliot  uiil- 
issima.^^  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  poisonous  varieties  are  differ- 
ent botanically  from  the  innocent.  Manihot  is  the  bread  of  tropical 
regions.  The  innocent  variety  is  cultivated  in  Bolivia,  and  the 
botanists  there  call  it  "  manihot  ai'pi."  The  plant  grows  from  1  to  2 
meters  in  height,  with  straight  and  naked  stalks,  since  they  only 
develop  leaves  at  their  extremities;  the  only  care  given  to  them  in 
their  cultivation  is  to  keep  them  free  from  weeds.  The  roots,  to  the 
number  of  five  to  nine,  are  of  the  size  of  the  closed  hand.  The  fol- 
lowing analysis  of  the  roots  of  the  manihot  aipi  is  given: 
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Per  cent. 

Water 70. 29 

Starch 14.  40 

Sugar,  salts,  and  malic  acid 1. 01 

Fibrin  and  yellow  coloring  matter 08 

Crude  fiber 8. 16 

Ash 10.83 

From  the  above  it  is  seen  that  the  roots  of  the  tropical  plant  are 
quite  different  from  those  produced  in  our  own  country.  In  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  the  two  varieties,  M.  Sacc  makes  the  following 
observation: 

In  Cuba  I  have  seen  only  the  poisonous  variety.  The  same  is  true  of  Brazil, 
where  I  have  not  seen  the  manihot  alpi  except  in  the  Swiss  colony,  Porto  Real.  As 
to  the  product  of  the  two  varieties,  it  is  the  same;  the  stalks,  which  are  the  size  of 
the  finger,  are  from  1  to  3  meters  in  height.  I  have  not  been  able  to  analyze  the 
leaves  of  this  interesting  vegetable,  but  as  they  are  much  sought  after  by  cattle, 
they  are  probably  very  nutritious. 

The  above  quotation  from  M.  Sacc's  paper  I  have  taken  from  the 
Revue  Agricote  (ii,  6,  pp.  81,  82),  publishea  at  Port  Louis  Maurice. 

The  name  cassava  should  be  applied  properly  only  to  the  purified 
starch  derived  from  the  roots  of  the  plant.  The  plant  is  known 
under  the  botanical  names  Janipha  manihot,  Manihot  utilissima^ 
Jaironha  manihot,  Manihot  alpi,  and  Jatropha  Laefflingii;  it  is  also 
called  the  mandioc  plant.  The  fleshy  root  of  this  plant  yields  the 
greatest  portion  of  the  daily  food  of  the  natives  of  tropical  America, 
and  its  starch  is  known  in  this  country  under  the  name  of  tapioca. 
Manihot  is  a  woody  or  shrubby  plant  crowing  from  fleshy  tuberous 
roots,  the  stems  being  smooth  and  the  leaves  generally  long-stalked. 
The  leaves  of  the  poisonous  variety  usually  have  seven  branches 
palmately  divided;  the  leaves  of  the  sweet  variety  are  usually  only 
nve  parted.  In  the  **  Treasury  of  Botany,"  page  718,  the  following 
remarks  are  made  concerning  these  two  varieties: 

It  is  quite  clear  that  while  the  root  of  one  is  bitter  and  a  virulent  poison,  that  of 
the  other  is  sweet  and  wholesome,  and  is  commonly  eaten  cooked  as  a  vegetable. 
Both  of  them,  especially  the  bitter,  are  most  extensively  cultivated  over  the  greater 
part  of  tropical  America,  and  yield  an  abimdance  of  wholesome  and  nutritious  food; 
the  poison  of  the  bitter  kind  being  got  rid  of  during  the  process  of  preparation  it 
undergoes.  The  poisonous  express^  juice,  if  allowed  to  settle,  deposits  a  large 
quantity  of  starch  known  as  Brazilian  arrow-root  or  tapioca  meal,  from  which  the 
tapioca  of  the  shops  is  prepared  by  simply  torrefying  the  moist  starch  upon  hot 
plates,  the  heat  causing  tJio  starch  grains  to  swell  and  burst  and  become  agglutinated 
together.  A  sauce  called  cassareepj  used  for  flavoring  soups  and  other  dishes,  par- 
ticularly Uie  West  Indian  dish  known  as  pepper-pot,  is  also  prepared  from  this  juice 
by  concentrating  and  rendeiing  it  harmless  by  boiling.  Another  of  the  products  of 
cassava  is  an  intoxicating  beverage  called  piwarrie,  but  the  manner  of  preparing 
it  is  not  calculated  to  render  it  tempting  to  Euroi)eans.  It  is  made  by  the  women 
'who  chew  cassava  cakes  and  throw  the  masticated  materials  into  a  wooden  bowl 
where  it  is  allowed  to  ferment  for  some  days,  and  then  boiled.  It  is  said  to  have 
an  agreeable  taste. 

From  the  above  analyses  of  cassava  root,  descriptions  of  its  uses, 
and  the  amount  of  it  that  can  be  produced  per  acre,  it  is  evident  that 
it  is  destined  to  become  a  valuable  agricultural  product  of  the  sub- 
tropical i)ortion8  of  our  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


284  REPORT   OF  THE   OOMMISBIOITER   OF  AGRICULTURE. 


LARD  AND  ITS  ADULTERATIONS. 

Lard  is  a  term  applied  to  tlie  fat  of  the  slauffhtered  hog  separated 
from  the  other  tissues  of  the  animal  by  the  aid  of  heat. 

In  the  crude  state  it  is  composed  chiefly  of  the  glycerides  of  the 
fatty  acids,  oleic  and  stearic  or  palmitic,  with  small  portions  of  the 
connective  tissues,  animal  gelatine  and  other  albuminous  matters. 

Kinds  of  Zard.— According  to  the  parts  of  the j  fat  used  and  the 
methods  or  rendering  it  lard  is  dividea  into  several  classes.  Accord- 
ing to  methods  of  rendering  lard  is  classed  as  kettle  and  steam. 
From  material  used  the  following  classification  may  be  made  : 

Neutral  lard, — Neutral  lard  is  composed  of  the  fats  derived  from 
the  leaf  of  the  slaughtered  animal,  taken  in  a  perfectly  fresh  state. 
The  leaf  is  either  chilled  in  a  cold  atmosphere  or  treated  with  cold 
water  to  remove  the  animal  heat.  It  is  then  reduced  to  a  pulp  in  a 
grinder  and  passed  at  once  to  the  rendering  kettle.  The  fat  is  ren- 
dered at  a  temperature  of  105°  to  120°  Fahr.  (40°  to  50"  C.)  Only  a 
part  of  the  lard  is  separated  at  this  temperature  and  the  rest  is  sent  to 
other  rendering  tanks  to  be  made  into  another  kind  of  product.  The 
lard  obtained  as  above  is  washed  in  a  melted  state  with  water  contain- 
ing a  trace  of  sodium  carbonate,  sodium  chloride,  or  a  dilute  acid. 
The  lard  thus  formed  is  almost  neutral,  containing  not  to  exceed  .25 
per  cent,  free  acid ;  but  it  may  contain  a  considerable  Quantity  of 
water  and  some  salt.  This  neutral  lard  is  used  almost  exclusively  for 
making  butterine  (oleomargarine). 

Leaf  lard, — The  residue  unrendered  in  the  above  process  is  sub- 
iectea  to  steam  heat  under  pressure  and  the  fat  thus  obtained  is  called 
leaf  lard.  Formerlv  this  was  the  only  kind  of  lard  recognized  in  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  and  was  then  made  out  of  the  whole  leaf. 

Choice  keiilf're/nderedlard;  chowe  lard. — The  quantity  of  lard  re- 
quired for  butterine  does  not  include  all  of  the  leaf  produced.  The 
remaining  portions  of  the  leaf,  together  with  the  fat  cut  from  the 
backs,  is  rendered  in  steam  jacketed  open  kettles  and  produces  a  choice 
variety  of  lard  known  as  "kettle  rendered.''  The  hide  is  removed 
from  the  back  fat  before  rendering  and  both  leaf  and  back  fat  are 
passed  through  a  pulping  machine  before  thoy  enter  tlio  kettle. 
Choice  lard  is  thus  demiea  by  the  regulations  of  the  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  : 

"  Choice  lard. — Choice  lard  to  be  made  from  leaf  and  trimmings 
only,  either  st^am  or  kettle  rendered,  the  manner  of  rendering  to  be 
branded  on  each  tierce." 

Prime  steam  lard. — The  prime  steam  lard  of  commerce*  is  made  as 
follows  :  The  whole  head  or  the  hog,  after  the  removal  of  t lie  jowl,  is 
used  for  rendering.  The  heads  areplaced  in  the  bottom  of  iho  reTuier- 
ingtank.  The  fat  is  pulled  off  of  the  small  intes^tines  and  also  placed 
in  the  tank.  Any  fat  that  may  be  attached  to  the  heart  of  the  ani- 
mal is  also  use<l.  In  houses  where  kettle-rendered  lard  is  not  made  the 
back  fat  and  trimmings  are  also  used.  When  there  is  no  demaiid  for 
leaf  lard  the  leaf  also  is  put  into  the  rendering  tank  with  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  body  mentioned.  It  is  thus  seen  that  prime  steam  lard  may 
be  taken  to  represent  the  fat  of  the  whole  animal,  or  only  portions 
thereof.  The  quantity  of  fat  afforded  by  each  animal  varies  with 
the  market  to  which  tne  meat  is  to  be  sent.  A  hog  trimmed  for  the 
domestic  market  will  give  an  average  of  about  40  pounds,  while  from 
one  destined  for  the  English  market  only  about  20  pounds  of  lard 
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will  be  made.  Prime  steam  lard  is  thus  defined  by  the  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  : 

**  Prime  sU^ani  lard, — Standard  prime  steam  lard  shall  be  solely  the 
product  of  the  trimmings  and  otner  fat  parts  of  hogs,  rendered  in 
tanks  by  the  direct  application  of  steam,  and  without  subsequent 
change  m  grain  or  character  by  the  use  of  agitators  or  other  ma- 
chinery-, except  as  such  change  may  unavoidably  come  from  trans- 
pcjrtatioii.  It  shall  have  proper  color,  flavor,  and  soundness  for 
Keeping,  and  no  material  wiiicn  has  been  salted  shall  be  included. 
The  name  and  location  of  the  renderer  and  the  grade  of  the  lard  shall 
be  plainly  l>randed  on  each  package  at  the  time  of  packing." 

This  lard  is  passed  solelv  on  inspection,  the  inspector  naving  no 
authority  to  supervise  rendering  establishments  in  order  to  secure  a 
proper  control  of  the  kettles.  It  is  reported  on  authority  that  the 
large  intestines,  after  proper  cleaning,  are  placed  in  the  rendering 
tanks.  According  to  tne  printed  regulations  any  part  of  the  hog 
containing  fat  could  be  legally  .used. 

Since  much  uncertaintv  exists  in  regard  to  the  disposition  which 
is  made  of  the  guts  of  tne  hog  I  have  had  the  subject  carefully  in- 
vestigated.    Following  are  the  results  of  the  study: 

Guts. — Definition  of  the  term  as  used  by  hog-packers  is:  Every- 
thing inside  of  a  hog  except  the  lungs  and  heart,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  abdominal  viscera  complete.  The  material  is  handled  as  fol- 
lows: 

When  the  hog  is  split  open  the  viscera  are  separated  by  cutting 
out  the  portion  of  flesh  surrounding  the  anus  ana  taking  a  strip  con- 
taining the  external  urino-generative  organs.  The  whole  viscera 
are  thrown  on  a  table  and  aivided  as  follows:  The  heart  is  thrown 
to  one  side  and  the  fatty  portion  trimmed  off  for  lard.  The  rest  goes 
into  the  offal  tank  or  sausage.  The  lungs  and  liver  go  into  the  offal 
tank  or  sausage.  The  rectum  and  large  intestines  are  pulled  from 
the  intestinal  fat  and  peritoneum  and  along  with  the  adhering  flesh 
and  genito-urinary  organs  sent  to  the  trimmer.  All  flesh  and  the 
above-mentioned  organs  are  trimmed  off  and  the  intestine  proper  is 
used  for  sausage  casing.  The  trimmings,  including  the  genito-uri- 
nary organs,  are  washed  and  dumped  into  the  lard  &,nk.  The  small 
intestine  is  also  pulled  from  the  fatty  membrane  surrounding  it  and 
saved  for  sausage  casings.  The  remadning  material,  consisting  of 
the  peritoneum,  diaphragm,  stomach,  and  adhering  membranes,  to- 
gether with  the  intestinal  fat.  constitute  the  '*guts,"  which  are  seen 
imdergoing  the  process  of  washing,  which  is  usually  conducted  in 
three  or  four  different  tanks.  As  the  **guts"  pass  into  the  first  tank 
the  stomach  and  peritoneum  are  split  open,  and  also  any  portions  of 
the  intestines  which  sometimes  adhere  to  the  peritoneum.  After 
receiving  a  rough  wash  they  are  passed  from  tank  to  tank  when, 
after  the  third  or  fourth  wasn,  they  are  ready  for  the  rendering  tank. 
The  omentum  fat  is  cut  from  the  kidneys  and  the  kidneys,  with  a 
little  adhering  fat,  go  into  the  rendering  tank.  Spleen  and  pancreas 
go  into  lard  tanks,  as  do  also  the  trachea,  vocal  cords,  and  oesopha- 
gus. 

To  sum  up,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  everything^goes  into  lard,  or  rather 
the  lard  tank,  with  tlie  following  exceptions: 

n )  The  intestines  proper,  which  are  saved  for  sausage  casings. 

( 2 )  The  liver  and  lungs. 

hS  That  part  of  the  heart  free  from  fat. 

I  nave  been  told  that  in  killing  small  hogs,  and  also  when  ther©  is 
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small  demand  for  sausage  casings,  it  is  frequently  the  practice  to 
split  the  intestines  so  as  to  save  expense  of  pulling  from  the  fat;  and 
after  washing,  fat  and  all  go  into  tne  tank.  I  have  no  other  evidence 
except  that  I  have  often  se©n  lard  with  a  distinctly  **  gutty  flavor," 
which  must  have  been  caused  by  this  or  some  similar  mode  of  hand- 
ling. Of  course  it  will  often  happen  that  the  intestines  break  off  and 
portions  adhere  to  the  enveloping  tissue,  and  consequently  get  into 
the  tank  after  washing. 

It  is  a  commercial  fact  that  sausage  casings  are  worth  more  tlian 
the  small  amount  of  adhering  fat,  and  consequently  packers  will 
save  them.  Small  hogs  produce  small  casing  diflBcult  to  pull,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  they  will  be  handled  in  the  simjDler 
manner.  They  break  so  easily  they  are  hardly  worth  saving  sepa- 
rately. It  is  stated  by  lard  manufacturers  that  the  lard  made  from 
the  parts  of  the  intestines  mentioned  above  is  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  lard  oil  and  soap,  and  does  not  enter  into  the  lard  of  com- 
merce. 

Butchers'  lard, — The  small  quantities  of  lard  made  by  butchers  is 
usually  "kettle  rendered,"  after  the  manner  practiced  by  small  farm- 
ers in  making  lard  for  home  consumption.  Often  the  scraps  are 
saved  up  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  by  the  butchers  before 
rendering,  and  this  is  likely  to  increase  the  free  acid  present.  This 
lard  is  also  frequently  dark  colored  and  contains  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  glue.  In  New  York  this  lard  is  known  as  "New  York  City 
lard." 

Other  liog-fai  products, — There  are  many  other  hog- fat  products 
not  used  in  the  manufacture  of  lard  or  compound  lard  a  description 
of  which,  however,  may  prove  useful  here. 

White  grease, — This  grease  is  made  chiefly  from  hogs  which  die  in 
transit  by  being  smothered  or  frozen.  Formerly  it  was  also  made 
from  animals  dead  of  disease,  but  this  product  has  of  late  been  dimin- 
ished on  account  of  certain  State  laws  requiring  the  carcasses  of  hogs 
which  have  died  of  cholera  to  be  buried.  This  grease  is  made  from 
the  whole  animal  with  the  exception  of  the  intestines.  The  latter 
are  rendered  separately  and  make  "  brown  grease."  The  rendering 
is  done  in  closed  tanks  at  a  high  pressure.  The  residue  is  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  fertilizer.  Wnite  and  brown  grease  are  used 
chiefly  in  the  manufacture  of  low-grade  lard  oils  and  soap. 

Yettow  grease, — Yellow  grease  is  made  by  packers.  All  the  refuse 
materials  of  the  packing-houses  go  into  the  yellow-crease  tank,  to- 
gether with  any  nogs  which  may  die  on  the  packers' hands.  Yellow 
grease  is  intermediate  in  value  between  white  and  brown.  It  is  used 
tor  the  same  purposes. 

Pigs* 'foot  grease, — This  grease  is  obtained  chiefly  from  the  glue 
factories,  and  is  used  for  making  lard  oils  and  soaj). 

Stearines, — The  stearines  are  the  more  solid  portions  of  the  animal 
fats  remaining  after  the  more  fluid  portions  have  been  removed  by 
pressure.  The  stearines  used  in  the  manufacture  of  compound  lard 
are  lard  stearine,  derived  from  lard,  and  oleo-stearine  derived  from  a 
certain  quality  of  beef  tallow. 

Lard  stearine, — The  lard  stearine  used  in  compoimd  lard  is  made 
as  follows: 

The  prime  steam  lard,  ifproperly  crystallized  and  of  the  right  tem- 
perature (from  45°  to  56°  Fahr. ,  winter,  55°  to  65°  summer)  is  sent  at 
once  to  the  presses.  If  not  properly  grained,  it  is  remelted  and  kej^t 
in  a  crystallizing  room  .-^h  50°  to  00   Faiir.  until  the  proper  grain  is 
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formed.  The  lard  is  then  wrapped  in  cakes  with  cloth,  each  cake  con- 
taininfi^  10  to  20  pounds.  The  cakes  are  placed  in  a  large  press,  with 
suitable  septa  to  facilitate  the  egress  of  the  oil.  These  presses  are 
sometimes  40  to  50  feet  in  length,  and  When  first  filled  12  to  18  feet 
high.  The  pressure  is  applied  very  gradually  at  first  by  means  of  a 
lever  working  a  capstan  aoout  which  the  cham  is  wrapped  attached 
to  the  upper  movable  part  of  the  press. 

The  ou  expressed,  prime  or  extra  lard  oil,  is  used  for  illuminating 
and  lubricatmg  purposes.  The  resulting  stearine  is  used  for  making 
compound  lard  and  is  worth  more  than  the  lard  oil.     It  has  about  .5 

})er  cent,  free  fatty  acid  (less  than  the  lard  oil)  and  crystallizes  in 
ong  needles,  making  the  texture  tough. 

Oleo  stearine. — This  product  is  made  chiefly  from  the  caul  fat  of 
beeves.  This  fat  is  rendered  in  open  kettles  at  a  low  "temperature. 
The  resulting  taUow  is  placed  in  cars  in  a  granulating  room  where  it 
is  allowed  to  remain  for  thirty-six  to  forty-eight  hours  at  a  tempera- 
ture 80"*  to  90°  Fahr.  The  contents  of  the  cars  are  then  mixed  and  placed 
on  a  revolving  table  where  they  are  made  into  a  cake.  This  cake  is  then 
wrapped  with  strong  cotton  cloth  and  placed  in  a  strong  press  where  a 
gradual  pressure  at  90°  Fahr.,  becoming  very  strong  at  the  end,  is  ap- 
plied for  one  to  two  hours.  The  expressed  oil,  known  as  oleo  oil,  is 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  butterine.  The  stearine  is  removed  from 
the  press  as  white,  hard  cakes  and  is  used  for  adulterating  lard.  The 
oil  is  sometimes  filtered  with  a  small  percentage  of  fuller's  earth  to 
improve  its  color  and  brightness. 

Mutton  tallow. — A  fine  article  of  mutton  tallow  is  also  sometimes 
used  in  lard,  but  the  objection  to  the  flavor  is  sufficient  to  limit  its 
use  to  a  small  amount. 

The  following  general  remarks  on  beef  fat  will  be  found  instruct- 
ive: 

Beef  fat. — Before  the  day  of  the  oleomargarine  industry,  all  fat 
rendered  from  the  tissues  of  cattle  was  known  commercially  as  tal- 
low. Since  then  differentiation  has  taken  place,  and  the  term  tallow 
no  longer  is  sufficient  to  designate  the  several  products  obtained  from 
the  rendered  fat  of  the  beef.  We  have  first  "  butter  stock,"  which  is 
rendered  from  the  caul  fat  at  a  low  temperature,  and  from  which  is 
manufactured  by  means  of  pressure — 

(1)  Oleo  oil. 

(2)  Oleo  stearine  (beef  stearine). 

Tne  kidney  fat,  as  a  rule,  is  left  with  the  carcass  and  constitutes 
what  is  known  as  suet.  Marrow  stock,  as  its  name  implies,  is  ren- 
dered marrow  fat,  and  when  properly  prepared  is*  almost  equal  to 
butter  stock  in  quality.  Tallow  is  made  from  the  trimmings  and  por- 
tions of  the  viscera.  Its  color  varies  from  white  to  yellow,  accoroing 
to  the  portions  of  the  animal  which  have  been  used  and  the  care  witn 
which  they  haVe  been  prepared  for  rendering,  and  the  temperature 
at  which  rendered.  When  freshly  and  carefully  renderea  tallow 
should  show  less  than  1.5  per  cent,  of  free  fatty  acid.  The  tallow  on 
the  market  will  show  anywhere  from  2  to  10  per  cent.  Its  flavor  va- 
ries, never  being  good  enough  for  lard. 

PROPERTIES  OF  PURE  LARD. 
PHYSICAL  PROPERTIES. 

Specific  gravity, — The  specific  gravity  of  a  pure  lard  varies  rapidly 
with  the  temperature.  It  is  not  convenient  to  take  the  specific 
gravity  of  a  lard  at  a  lower  temperature  than  35°  or  40°,  inasmuch  as 
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below  that  temperature  solidification  is  apt  to  begin.  Th^  specific 
gravity,  therefore,  is  usually  taken  at  35°  or  40^  or  at  the  tempera- 
ture of  boiling  water,  viz,  100°.  At  40°  the  specific  gravity  of  a  lard 
varies  from  .900  to  .904.  At  100°  the  specific  gravity  is  found  to 
varv  between  the  numbers .  860  and  .  865.  The  specific  gravity  of  pure 
lard  is  very  near  that  of  many  of  the  substances  used  in  adulterat- 
ing it,  but  is  distinctly  lower  than  that  of  cotton  oil,  and  is  of  very 
great  distinctive  value  in  analysis. 

Melting  point. — The  melting  point  of  a  pure  lard  is  a  physical 
characteristic  of  great  value.  Tne  melting  point  of  the  fat  of  the 
swine  varies  with  the  part  of  the  body  from  which  it  is  taken.  The 
fat  from  the  foot  of  the  swine  appears  to  have  the  lowest  melting 
point,  viz,  35.1°.  The  intestinal  fat  seems  to  have  the  highest,  viz, 
44°.  In  fat  derived  from  the  head  of  the  animal  the  melting  point 
is  found  to  be  35. 5°,  while  the  kidney  fat  of  the  same  animal  snows 
a  melting  point  of  42.5°.  In  steam  lards,  representing  the  lards 
passed  by  tne  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  the  melting  point,  for  ten 
samples,  was  found  to  vary  between  29.8°  and  43.9°.  In  general  it 
may  be  said  that  the  melting  point  of  steam  lards  is  about  37°.  In 
pure  lards  derived  from  other  localities  the  melting  point  was  also 
found  to  vary.  A  sample  of  lard  from  Deerfoot  Farm,  Southbor- 
ough,  Mass.,  was  found  to  have  a  melting  point  of  44.9°,  while  a 
mire  lard  from  Sperry  &:  Barnes,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  melted  at  39°. 
While  the  melting  point  can  not  be  taken  as  a  certain  indication  of 
the  purity  of  a  lard,  nevertheless  a  wide  variation  from  40°  in  the 
meltmg  point  of  a  lard  should  lead  at  legist  to  a  suspicion  of  its 

fenuineness,  or  that  it  was  made  from  a  special  part  of  the  animal, 
'erhaps  one  reason  why  the  melting  point  has  not  been  more  highly 
regarded  by  analysts  is  because  of  the  imsatisfactory  methcS  of 
determining  it;  but  when  it  is  ascertained  by  the  method  used  in 
these  investigations  it  becomes  a  characteristic  of  great  value. 

Color  reaction. — The  coloration  produced  on  pure  lard  by  certain 
reageilts  serves  as  a  valuable  diagnostic  sign  in  the  analysis  of  lard 
and  its  adulterations.  Various  reagents  have  been  employed  for  the 
production  of  characteristic  colors  in  fats,  but  of  these  only  two  are 
of  essential  importance.  They  are  sulphuric  and  nitric  acias.  Pure 
lard,  when  mixed  with  sulphuric  and  nitric  acids  of  the  proper  dens- 
ity, as  indicated  hereafter,  gives  only  a  slight  color  which  varies 
from  light  pink  to  faint  brown.  The  variation  produced  in  the  color 
by  pure  lards  is  doubtless  due  to  the  presence  m  various  quantities 
of  certain  tissues  of  the  animal  other  than  fat.  For  instance,  a  vari- 
ation in  the  amount  of  gelatinous  substance  mechanically  entangled 
with  the  lard  or  of  the  tissues  composing  the  cells  in  which  the  lard 
was  originalhr  contained  would  be  entirely  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  slight  difference  in  color  produced  by  lards  of  known  purity.  It 
might,  therefore,  be  difficult  to  distinguish  accurately  oetween  a 
pure  lard  containing  a  considerable  amount  of  other  tissues  from  the 
animal  and  one  which  contained  a  small  amount  of  adulteration. 
The  coloration  produced,  therefore,  by  the  acids  named  should  not 
be  relied  upon  wholly  in  distinguishing  pure  from  adulterated  lards; 
but  the  character  of  such  coloration  should  be  carefully  noted  in 
the  analyst's  book.  In  the  steam  lards  examined  some  of  the  re- 
marks describing  the  coloration  produced  are  as  follows: 

"  Trace  of  color,"  ''  faint  pink,-'  ''  bright  pink,"  "  light  red,"  "yel- 
lowish," etc    For  pure  lards  of  niicellaneous  origin  some  of  the  de- 
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scriptions  are  as  follows:  "Brownish  pink,"  "trace  of  yellow," 
"  marked  jed  brown,"  "  no  color,"  *•  slignt  coloration,"  etc. 

Refractive  index. — The  deviation  produced  in  the  direction  of  a 
ray  of  light  in  passing  through  a  film  of  melted  fat  is  also  a  valuable 
physical  characteristic.  This  deviation  is  usually  measured  as  the 
quotient  of  the  sine  of  the  angle  of  incidence  by  the  sine  of  IIkj  an- 
gle of  refraction  and  is  known  as  the  refractive  index.  The  i\4ract- 
ive  index  of  pure  water,  at  25°  on  the  instrument  used  in  these  in- 
vestigations, was  1.3300.  The  refractive  index  of  the  samples  of  lard 
was  made  at  as  low  a  temperature  as  possible  to  preserve  fluidity, 
viz,  between  30°  and  36°.  The  rate  of  variation  in  the  refractive 
index  for  each  degree  of  temperature,  experimentally  determined, 
for  lard  oil  was  .000288.  This  number  may  also  be  taken  to  repre- 
sent the  variation  for  lard.  The  refractive  index  varies  inversely 
as  the  temperature.  The  mean  number  for  pure  lard  at  25°  is  about 
1.4620.  The  refractive  index  of  pure  lard  is  distinctly  less  than  that 
of  cotton  oil  at  the  same  temperature,  and  is  therefore  a  valuable 
characteristic  for  analytical  purposes. 

Rise  of  temperature  with  H,  SO^. — More  valuable  for  diagnostic  pur- 
poses than  the  physical  property  already  considered  is  the  rise  of 
temperature  whica  lard  uncfergoes  when  mixed,  under  proper  con- 
ditions, with  sulphuric  acid.  Tliere  is  such  a  marked  difference  be- 
tween the  numbers  representing  the  rise  of  temperature  in  pure  lard 
and  those  of  the  adulterations  usually  employea  in  the  manufacture 
of  mixed  lard  as  to  give  this  number  a  high  analytical  value.  With 
steam  lards,  ten  samples,  the  extremes,  as  registered  by  the  ther- 
mometer, were  38. 8°  and  42. 1°.  For  pure  lards  of  miscellaneous  origin, 
one  from  Deerfoot  Farm,  Southborough,  Mass.,  gave  arise  of  tem- 

gjrature  of  37.1°,  and  a  pure  leaf  lard  from  Sperry  &  Barnes,  New 
aven,  Conn.,  a  rise  of  temperature  of  46.2°. 

The  value  of  this  characteristic  is  so  great  as  to  lead  me  to  expect 
approximately  reliable  quantitative  results  from  a  general  determi- 
nation of  the  actual  amount  of  heat  produced  in  an  appropriate  ealo- 
rimeter.  I  am  at  present  attempting  to  devise  an  instrument  by 
which  the  actual  number  of  colories  produced  by  mixing  definite 
quantities  of  fats  and  oils  and  sulphuric  acid  can  be  accui'ately  de- 
termined. 

Crystallization  point  of  fatty  acids. — The  method  described  in  the 
work  of  Dalican  for  determining  the  crystallizing  points  of  fatty 
acids  ^ives  valuable  data  concerning  the  nature  of  pure  lard  and 
also  ot  the  relative  amount  of  stearic  and  oleic  acids  present  in  the 
mixture.  In  pure  lards  the  crystallizing  point  was  found  to  vary,  in 
the  ten  samples  of  steam  lard  already  mentioned,  from  35.4°  to  39.5°. 
In  pure  lards  the  variation  was  found  to  be  from  32.1°  to  42.7°. 

Melting  point  of  fatty  acids. — In  connection  with  the  crystallizing 
point  of  the  fatty  acids,  the  temperature  at  which  a  thin  disk  of  the 
same  becomes  a  perfect  sphere,  otherwise  known  as  the  melting 
point,  is  also  of  value.  This  temperature  has  been  determined  in 
the  fat  acids  derived  from  steam  and  pure  lards.  In  the  steam 
lards  these  numbers  vary  from  41,4°  to  43°.  In  pure  lards  the  va- 
riation was  from  36.0°  to  46.6". 

CHEMICAL  PROPERTIBS. 

Vokttile  acids. — The  quantity  of  volatile  acia,  as  ordinarily  esti- 
mated in  pure  lard,  is  extremely  minute.     Unless  some  suspicion  of 
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adulteration  is  awakened  tlie  search  for  such  volatile  or  soluble  acid 
may  be  omitted.  Measured  in  a  quantity  of  deci-normal  alkali  solu- 
tion for  5  grams  of  the  fat  the  mean  quantity  of  volatile  acid  in  a 
pure  lard  mav  vary  from  .2  to  .4  of  a  cubic  centimeter.  The  de- 
termination, therefore,  of  the  volatile  acid  in  the  examinations  of 
lards  has  none  of  that  high  diagnostic  value  vrhich  attaches  to  it  for 
the  examination  of  butters. 

Saponification  equivalent — The  amount  of  caustic  alkali  necessary 
to  saponify  the  fatty  acids  of  the  common  glycerides  is  known  as  its 
saponification  equivalent  or  number.  The  operation  is  usually  known 
as  Koettstoflfer's  process.  The  number  of  parts  of  aglyceride  sapon- 
ified by  one  molecule  of  alkali  is  represented  by  one-third  of^the 
molecular  weight  of  the  glyceride  in  question.  The  saponification 
e(]uivalent,  therefore,  represents  the  number  of  grams  of  an  oil  or 
fat  saponified  by  one  equivalent  in  grams  of  an  alkali.  The  per- 
centage of  caustic  potash  used  for  saponifying  a  lard  is  about  20 
and  the  mean  saponification  equivalent  about  285. 

In  the  steam  lards  examined  by  us,  leaving  out  one  result  of  doubt- 
ful accuracy,  the  extreme  variations  were  276.14  and  290.05,  and  the 
mean  283.45.  In  p\ire  lards  the  extremes  were  272.64  and  294.14,  and 
the  mean  280.33. 

Iodine  number. — The  quantity  of  iodine  absorbed  by  an  oil  or  fat 
affords  one  of  the  most  valuable  indications  of  its  constitution.    The 

glycerides  of  the  oleine  series  have  the  property  of  absorbing  the 
alogens.  On  the  other  hand  the  glycerides  of  the  palmitic  or  stearic 
series  do  not  absorb  iodine.  Hence  in  a  fat  or  oil  from  which  the 
presence  of  linoleine  and  its  analogous  body  can  be  excluded  the 
quantity  of  iodine  absorbed  may  become  a  fairly  accurate  measure 
of  the  amount  of  oleic  acid  present.  The  lard  derived  from  different 
portions  of  the  swine  varieslargely  in  the  amount  of  oleine  contained 
therein.  For  instance,  a  sample  of  intestinal  lard  absorbed  57.34  per 
cent,  of  iodine;  the  leaf  lard  from  the  same  animal  absorbed  52.55 
per  cent.;  the  foot  lard,  77.28  per  cent.;  the  head  lard,  85.03  per 
cent.  In  the  steam  lards  mentioned  the  variation  in  the  percentage 
of  iodine  absorbed  was  from  60.34  to  66.47  per  cent.,  and  the  meau 
62.86  per  cent.  In  pure  lards  the  mean  was  62.45  per  cent.  Thus 
in  lards  of  known  purity  the  amount  of  iodine  absorbed  will  indicate 
the  probable  part  of  the  animal  from  which  the  fat  in  the  lard  was 
derived.  The  wide  variation  between  the  iodine  numbers  of  pure 
lard  and  those  of  the  adulterants  used  in  making  refined  lard  serves 
to  render  this  number  of  the  greatest  importance  in  analytical  work. 
The  reaction  with  nitrate  of  silver. — Pure  lards  treated  with  a  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver  after  the  method  of  Bechi,  or  the  fatty  acids 
thereof  after  the  method  of  Milliau,  give  no  reduction  of  metallic  sil- 
ver, or  at  most  only  a  trace  or  slight  coloration.  This  fact  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  the  analysis  of  lard. 

Microscopical  appearances. — Lard  examined  with  the  microscope 
shows  a  definite  crystalline  structure  but  does  not  plainly  reveal  the 
character  of  the  crystals.  When  lard  is  slowly  crystallized  from  a 
mixture  of  ether,  beautiful  rhombic  crystals  ot  stearine  are  obtained 
which  are  easily  distinguished  from  the  groups  of  fan-shaped  crystals 
given  by  beef  or  mutton  fat  under  similar  conditions. 

Moisture  in  lard. — The  quantity  of  water  in  pure  lard  varies  frota 
a  mere  trace  to  .2  per  cent. 
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PROPERTIES  OP  LARD  ADULTERANTS. 
COTTONSEED  OIL— PHYSICAL  PROPERTIES. 

Specific  gravity, — Cottonseed  oil  being  liquid  at  ordinary  temper- 
atures its  specific  gravity  can  be  easily  taken  at  the  temperature  of 
the  room.  For  purposes  of  comparison  the  rate  of  variation  in  the 
specific  gravity  of  the  oil  can  be  determined,  and  its  specific  gravity 
at  anr  given  temperature  calculated;  or  its  specific  gravity  can  be 
directly  determined  at  36°,  40°,  or  100°,  as  may  be  desired.  In  the  sam- 
ples examined  the  specific  gravities  of  the  oils  at  35°  vary  from  .9132 
to  .9154.  The  mean  for  nineteen  samples  is  .9142.  These  numbers 
show  the  relative  weight  of  the  oil  ana  equal  volumes  of  water  at  the 
same  temperature,  the  weight  of  water  being  taken  as  unity. 

Meltina  point. — Since  cotton  oil  solidifies  only  at  a  temperature 
near  or  below  the  freezing  point  of  water  its  melting  point  has  not 
been  determined. 

Color  reaction. — The  color  produced  in  cotton  oil  by  sulphuric 
and  nitric  acids  is  a  characteristic  mark  of  the  greatest  value.  This 
color  varies  from  deep  reddish  brown  to  an  almost  black  color.  Some 
of  the  descriptions  of  the  color  produced  in  cotton  oil,  taken  from  the 
note-book,  are  as  follows :  "Dark  brown,"  **very  brown  black,"  "deep 
red  brown,"  "very  red  "  "yellow  brown,"  etc.    It  must  not  be  for- 

gotten,  however,  tnat  these  colors  can  be  produced  by  other  oils,  and 
ence  their  occurrence  is  not  conclusive  of  the  presence  of  cotton  oil. 

Refractive  index. — The  refractive  index  of  cotton  oil  is  distinctly 
higher  than  that  of  lard.  The  variation  in  the  index  of  refraction 
is  inversely  as  the  temperature.  The  mean  rate  of  variation  for 
each  degree  is  .000288.  For  a  temperature  of  25°  the  mean  refractive 
index  of  the  samples  examined  was  1.4674.  The  rate  of  variation  in 
the  index  of  refraction  in  cotton  oil  is  sensibly  the  same  as  that  for 
lard. 

Rise  of  temperature  with  sidphuric  acid. — The  rise  of  temperature 
which  cotton  oil  suffers  when  mixed  with  sulj)huric  acid  is  a  very 
prominent  diagnostic  sign.  In  the  samples  examined,  the  lowest  incre- 
ment of  temperature  noted  was  80.4*  and  the  highest  90.2°.  The 
mean  rise  of  temperature  was  85.4°.  Cotton  oil  therefore  gives  more 
than  double  the  increment  of  tempera?ture  shown  by  pure  lard  under 
the  same  conditions. 

Crystallization  point  of  fatty  acids. — Since  cotton  oil  is  fluid  even 
at  low  temperatures  (viz,  0°},  the  determination  of  its  melting  point 
is  only  a  matter  of  scientinc  interest.  The  point  at  which  its  free 
acids  crystallize  is,  however,  easily  determined,  according  to  the 
method  of  Dalican. 

The  mean  crystallizing  point  of  the  acids  examined  was  33.6°,  the 
minimum  was  30.5°,  the  maximum  was  35.2°. 

Melting  point  of  fatty  acids. — The  melting  point  of  the  free  acids 
of  cotton  oil  was  determined  both  in  capillary  tubes  and  by  observ- 
ing the  deportment  of  the  acid  on  the  bulb  of  a  delicate  thermom- 
eter protected  by  a  glass  flask.  The  two  sets  of  data  were  almost 
identical. 

The  mean  melting  point  of  the  acids  examined  was  39.3°,  the 
maxiTnum  was  44.4°,  the  minimum  was  34.6°. 

CHEMICAL  FBOPERTIBS. 

VciatHe  acids. — The  statements  made  in  regard  to  the  volatile 
acids  in  a  pure  lard  are  also  applicable  to  cottonseed  oil.    For  5  per 
AG  88 16 
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cent,  of  cotton  oil  the  quantity  of  jj^  alkali  consumed  is  slightly 
greater  than  for  pure  lard  and  may  amount  to  as  much  as  .5  c.  c.  If 
cocoa  oil  is  present  the  number  win  be  much  higher.  Five  per  cent, 
of  pure  cocoa  oil  will  consume  from  7  to  8  cc  of  the  deci-normal 
alkali. 

Saponification  equivalent — In  the  samples  examined,  the  mean 
saponification  equivalent  was  283.8,  although  in  some  instances  quite 
a  difference  was  noticed  from  this  figure.       ^ 

Iodine  number, — Cotton  oil  possesses  in  a  much  higher  degree  than 
lard  the  property  of  absorbing  iodine.  This  is  due  not  omy  to  the 
large  percentage  of  oleic  acia  which  it  contains,  but  also  probably 
to  the  presence  of  a  small  amount  of  linoleic  acid  or  some  homologue 
thereof.  In  the  samples  examined,  in  no  case  did  the  iodine  num  ber 
fall  below  100  and  in  one  instance  it  rose  to  116.97.  The  mean  iodine 
was  109.2. 

ReoAition  with  nitrate  of  silver, — A  more  important  property  even 
than  its  power  of  absorbing  iodine  is  shown  by  cotton  oil  in  the  re- 
duction of  silver  to  the  metallic  state  under  certain  conditions. 

The  test  may  be  applied,  as  already  indicated,  either  to  the  oil 
itself  or  to  the  fatty  acids  thereof.  TTie  silver  is  either  reduced  in 
the  form  of  a  metallic  mirror  deposited  on  the  sides  of  the  vessel  or 
in  minute  black  particles  which  give  a  brown  or  black  appearance  to 
the  liquid.     In  some  cases  the  liquid  shows  a  greenish  tint. 

Other  properties, — The  refined  cotton  oil  used  in  adulterating  lard 
has  a  pleasant  taste,  is  almost  odorless,  and  possesses  a  faint  yellow 
color.  Its  resemblance  to  olive  oil  is  so  marked  that  for  all  culinary 
purposes  it  forms  an  excellent  substitute  therefor.  Cotton  oil  pos- 
sesses slight  drying  qualities,  which  render  it  unfit  for  lubricating 
machinery.  It  can  never  take,  therefore,  the  place  of  sweet  oil  for 
•that  purpose. 

PREPARATION  OF  COTTON  OIL. 

The  cotton  seed  from  various  sources  is  put  through  a  screen  to 
take  out  the  bolls  and  coarse  material.  The  seed  is  then  put  through 
a  gin  to  remove  as  much  as  possible  any  remaining  lint,  of  which 
about  20  pounds  per  ton  of  seed  are  obtained. 

The  clean  seed  is  next  sent  to  a  huUer  composed  of  revolving  cylin- 
ders covered  with  knives  which  cut  up  both  seed  and  hull.  The  chips 
are  then  conveyed  to  the  screen  placed  on  a  vibrating  frame,  through 
wHich  the  kernels  fall.  The  hulls  are  carried  by  an  endless  belt  to 
the  furnaces  where  they  are  burned.  The  kernels  of  the  seed  are 
conveyed  to  crusher  rolls,  where  they  are  ground  to  a  fine  meal. 
The  meal  is  then  sent  to  a  heater  where  it  remains  from  twenty  to 
forty  minutes.  These  heaters  have  a  temperature  of  210"*  to  215°. 
The  hot  meal  is  formed  into  cakes  by  machinery.  These  are  wrapped 
in  cloth  and  placed  in  the  press.  About  16  pounds  of  meal  are  put 
in  each  cake.  The  cakes  are  placed  in  a  hydraulic  press^  where  a 
pressure  of  from  3,000  to  4,000  pounds  per  square  inch  is  applied.  The 
press  is  also  kept  warm.  The  eaqpressed  cake  contains  omy  about  10 
per  cent,  of  oil.  The  cake  is  sold  as  cattle  food  or  for  fertilizing 
purposes.  The  crude  oil  as  thus  expressed  contains  1.5  per  cent.  <^ 
free  acid.  The  chief  cotton-seed  presses  of  the  country  are  located 
at  the  following  points: 

OOTTONSBED  OIL  lOLLINa  POINTS. 

Arkansas — Little  Rock^  Argenta,  Fort  Smithy  Texarkana^  Brink- 
ley,  and  Helena. 
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Alabama — Selma,  Mobile,  Montgomery,  Eufaula,  and  Huntsville. 

Georgia — Atlanta,  Augusta,  Albany,  Colnmbns,  Macon,  and 
Rome. 

Tennessee — Memphis,  Jackson,  Nashville,  and  Dyersburgh. 

Texas — Brenham,  Dallas,  G&lveston,  Houston,  Palestine,  and 
Waco. 

Illinois — Cairo. 

Louisiana — New  Orleans,  Shreveport,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Monroe. 
•  Missouri — Saint  Louis. 

Mississippi — Clarksdale,  Columbus,  Canton,  Grenada,  Greenville, 
Meridian,  Natchez,  Vicksburg,  and  West  Point. 

North  Carolina — Charlotte  and  Raleigh. 

South  Carolina — Columbia  and  Greenville. 

The  oil  is  chiefly  pressed  in  winter,  since  it  is  difficult  to  keep  it 
for  summer  work;  some  mills  are,  however,  operated  during  the 
summer.  The  crude  oil  is  shipped  in  tanks  nolding  from  36,000  to 
45,000  pounds  each.  When  the  oil  is  shijjped  north  in  winter  it 
usually  becomes  solidified.  In  order  to  get  it  out  of  the  tanks  they 
are  placed  on  switches  and  a  jet  of  steam  is  introduced  into  the  tank 
and  the  oil  gradually  melted  out.  Another  method  consists  in  cov- 
ering the  tank  with  wood,  forming  a  chamber,  into  which  exhausted 
steam  is  introduced.  Gutters  are  provided  along  the  railroad  tracks 
into  wBiiclx  the  oil  flows,  and  is  conducted  into  the  receiving  tanks. 
From  the  receiving  tanks  it  is  pumped  into  large  receivers  called 
scale  tanks,  where  the  crude  oil  is  weighed. 

Refining  process, — After  weighing  the  oil  is  pumped  into  refin- 
ing kettles.  These  are  of  various  sizes,  the  largest  ones  being  20  to 
25  feet  deep  and  15  feet  in  diameter.  These  tanks  are  furnish^  with 
steam  coils  for  the  purpose  of  heating  the  oil  and  with  appropriate 
machinery  for  keeping  it  in  motion.  A  solution  of  caustic  soda  is 
used  for  refining.  This  solution  is  made  from  10*"  to  28°  Baum^  in 
strength  and  various  quantities  are  used  according  to  the  nature  of 
tne  on  operated  upon.  After  the  addition  of  the  caustic  soda  the 
mixtui'e  is  agitated  for  forty-five  minutes  and  kept  at  a  temperature 
of  100°  to  110°F.  The  contents  of  the  tank  are  then  allowed  to  stand 
six  to  thirty-six  hours  when  the-  solid  matters,  soap,  and  substances 
precipitatea  by  the  caustic  akali  gather  at  the  bottom.  This  mixt- 
ure is  called  foots  and  is  used  tor  making  soap.  The  yellow  oil 
resulting  by  this  process  is  purified  by  being  heated  and  allowed  to 
settle  again  or  by  filtration  and  is  called  summer  yellow  oil.  Win- 
ter yellow  oil  is  made  from  the  above  material  by  chilling  it  until  it 
partially  crystallizes  and  separating  the  stearine  formed,  al)out  25  per 
cent.,  in  presses  similar  to  those  used  for  lard.  This  cotton-oil 
stearine  is  used  for  making  butterine  or  soap. 

White  oil, — The  yellow  oil  obtained  as  above  is  treated  with  from 
2  to  3  per  cent,  of  fuller's  earth  in  a  tank  furnished  with  apparatus 
for  keeping  the  mixture  in  motion.  When  the  fuller's  earth  has 
been  thus  thoroughly  mixed  with  the  oil  the  whole  is  sent  to  the 
filter  press.  The  fuller's  earth  has  the  property  of  absorbing  or  hold- 
ing back  the  yellow  coloring  matter  so  that  the  oil  which  issues  from 
the  press  is  almost  white.  This  white  oil  is  the  one  which  is  chiefly 
used  for  making  compound  lard. 

Stearines, — The  stearines  used  in  the  adulteration  of  lard  are  de- 
rived chiefly  from  lard,  tallow  (suet),  and  cotton  oil.  These  are  gen- 
erally called  oleo  stearine,  lard  stearine,  and  gotton-oil  stearine,  re- 
spectively. 
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PHYSICAL  PBOPEBTIBS. 

Snedfic  gravity, — The  specific  gravity  of  stearines  may  be  taken 
in  tneir  solid  state  or  in  a  liquid  state  at  a  U^li  temperature,  best  at 
100°.    The  numbers  are  slightly  lower  than  those  for  lard. 

Melting  point. — The  melting  i)oints  of  the  stearines  are  higher  than 
the  natural  glycerides  from  which  they  are  derived.  A  prime  oloo 
stearine  from  Armour  &  Co.,  Chicago,  showed  a  melting  point  of 
51.9°.  A  prime  lard  stearine  from  the  same  firm  showed  a  melting 
point  of  44.3°,  which  is  only  slightly  higher  than  the  mean  melting 
point  of  pure  lards.  The  lowest  melting  point  of  any  stearine  exam- 
ined was  a  sample  of  dead-hog  stearine  from  J.  P.  Squire,  Boston, 
which  was  38.2  .  The  highest  observed  melting  point  in  the  stea- 
rines examined  was  an  oleo  stearine  from  N.  K.  Fairbank  &  Co., 
Chicago,  showing  53.8°.  The  high  melting  point  of  the  stearines 
is  a  characteristic  of  great  value  in  the  adulteration  of  lard,  since  it 
serves  to  counteract  tne  influience  of  the  cotton  oil,  which  of  course 
tends  to  lower  the  melting  point  of  any  lard  mixture  into  which  it 
may  enter.  The  influence  of  the  various  constituents,  however,  on 
the  melting  point  does  not  seem  to  be  proportional  to  the  respective 
quantity  of  each  therein.  For  instance,  a  mixture  of  26  per  cent,  of 
cotton  oil  having  a  melting  point  about  zero,  with  25  per  cent,  of 
an  oleo  stearine  having  a  melting  point  of  only  about  12°  above  the 
normal  for  pure  lard,  with  50  per  cent,  of  pure  lard  of  normal  melt- 
ing point,  might  not  show  a  lowering  of  the  melting  point  at  all  pro- 
?ortional  to  tne  presumable  influence  of  the  cottonseed  oil  present, 
'he  cotton-oil  stearine,  as  might  be  expected,  has  a  Inciting  point 
very  much  below  that  of  the  similar  products  derived  from  lard  and 
tallow. 

Color  reaction. — The  color  reactions  produced  in  the  stearines  by 
sulphuric  and  nitric  acids  are  much  the  same  as  those  produced  in 
the  original  glycerides  from  which  they  were  derived.  Cottouroil 
stearine  shows  a  less  intense  color  pernaps  than  the  ori^nal  oil; 
while  in  the  case  of  tallow  and  lard  stearines  the  coloration  is  not 
marked  enough  to  be  susceptible  of  description. 

Refractive  index. — The  refractive  index  of  the  stearines  is  sensibly 
lower  than  that  of  the  original  glycerides.  The  refractive  index  of 
a  prime  lard  stearine  from  Fairbank  &  Co.  was  found  to  be  1.4555  at 
29.9°;  of  a  white  cotton-oil  stearine  from  a  Southern  cottonseed  oil 
company  the  refractive  index  was  1.4645  at  29.8°. 

Rise  of  temperature  tvith  sulphuric  acid. — With  the  lard  and  tallow 
stearines  no  degree  of  comparison  can  be  made  in  the  rise  of  tem- 
perature with  that  produced  in  the  original  glycerides,  on  account  of 
the  high  initial  temperature  which  is  necessary  for  the  conduct  of 
the  experiment.  Allowing  for  the  difference  in  initial  temperature, 
however,  the  stearines  deport  themselves  very  much  as  the  glycerides 
from  which  they  are  derived. 

CHEMICAL  PROPERTIES. 

VokUile  acids. — The  amount  of  volatile  acids  in  the  stearines  men- 
tioned is  so  small  as  to  be  negligible. 

Saponification  equivalent. — Tne  numbers  are  essentially  the  same 
as  those  of  the  original  glycerides. 

Iodine  nvmiber. — The  percentage  of  iodine  absorbed  by  the  stear- 
ines is,  as  is  to  be  expected  from  the  fact  that  they  contain  less  trio- 
lein, markedly  less  than  that  of  the  original  glycerides.     The  fact 
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that  the  stearines  possess  that  property  in  this  diminished  degree  is  of 
quite  as  much  importance  from  an  analytical  point  of  view  as  their 
high  melting  point.  Thus  the  mixture  of  a  stearine  with  a  low  iodine 
number  with  cotton  oil  of  a  high  iodine  number  shows  a  percentage 
of  iodine  absorption  not  markedly  different  from  that  of  pure  lard. 
One  prime  oleo  stearine  examined  showed  an  iodine  absorption  of 
only  17.38  per  cent.  Another  oleo  stearine  showed  26.81  per  cent. 
The  lard  stearines  showed  higher  numbers,  viz,  in  two  cases  44.24  per 
cent,  and  49. 78  per  cent.  The  cotton-oil  stearines  showed  iodine  num- 
bers varying  from  86.28  per  cent,  to  99.39  per  cent. 

Reaction  with  nitrate  of  silvei\ — The  stearines  react  with  nitrate  of 
silver  in  a  manner  entirely  comparable  with  that  of  their  original 
glycerides. 

Microscopical  appearances, — Stearine  derived  from  beef  or  mut- 
ton tallow  shows  under  the  microscopa  the  characteristic  fan-shaped 
crystals  already  noticed.  Lard  stearine  on  the  other  hand  gives  crys- 
talline groups  similar  to  those  already  mentioned  in  the  case  of  lard.   \ 

Moisture, — Properly  prepared  stearine  contains  only  a  trace  of 
moisture. 

Other  adulterants  of  lard, — It  has  been  claimed  that  other  sub- 
stances than  those  mentioned  have  been  used  in  the  adulteration  of 
lard,  but  these  claims  seem  to  rest  on  no  valid  foundation.  Among 
l^ese  substances  dead-hog  grease  or  dead-hog  stearine  is  the  one  most 
frequently  mentioned.  The  term  dead-hog  grease  is  used  to  indicate 
the  oil  or  lard  obtained  from  animals  which  die  of  disease  or  are 
smothered  in  transportation  or  die  on  the  way  to  the  slaughtering 
houses.  The  fat  of  animals  very  recently  dead,  unless  death  takes  place 
from  disease,  and  taken  before  any  decomposition  «etB  in  has  chem- 
ically the  same  characteristics  as  that  derived  from  animals  slaugh- 
tered. If,  however,  the  animals  have  been  dead  some  time  before 
rendering  a  considerable  decomposition  of  the  glycerides  takes  place 
and  the  amount  of  free  acid  in  the  fat  is  thus  largely  increased.  Buch 
fat  also  shows  a  distinctly  unpleasant  odor  by  which  it  can  readily  be 
distinguished  from  genuine  lard.  Peanut  oiland  some  other  vegetable 
oils  have  also  been  mentioned  as  adulterants  of  lard.  While  it  may  be 
true  that  many  attempts  have  been  made  to.  use  the  above  substances 
in  the  adulteration  of  lard  on  a  small  scale,  it  is  also  quite  true  that 
such  attempts  have  never  attained  any  importance  from  a  commer- 
cial point  of  view. 

Jmxing, — The  term  "refined  lard "  has  long  been  used  to  designate 
a  lard  composed  largely  of  cotton  oil  and  stearine.  The  largest  man- 
ufacturers of  this  kind  of  lard  have  now  abandoned  this  term  and 
are  using  the  label  "lard  compound"  instead.  This  is  but  just  to 
the  consumers  of  this  article  who  are  likely  to  be  misled  by  the  term 
**  refined  lard."  The  prime  steam  lard  in  a  state  of  fusion,  the  stear- 
ine, also  in  a  liquid  condition,  and  the  cotton  oil  are  measured  in  the 
proportions  to  be  used  and  placed  in  a  tank  at  a  temperature  of  120° 
to  160^  Fahr.  In  this  tank  the  ingredients  are  thoroughly  mixed  by 
means  of  paddles  operated  by  machinery.  After  mixing  the  com- 
pound lara  passes  at  once  to  artificial  coolers  where  it  is  chilled  as 
soon  as  possible;  it  is  thence  directly  run  into  small  tin  cans  or  large 
packages  and  prepared  for  market. 

PROPERTIES  OF  ADULTERATED  LARDS. 

In  external  appearance  to  an  unskilled  person  adulterated  lards  are 
not  appreciably  different  from  the  pure  article.    An  expert,  iiowever. 
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is  generally  able  to  tell  by  taste,  odor,  and  grain  a  mixed  lard  from 
a  pure  one.  There  is  usually  enough  lard  in  the  adulterated  article 
to  give  to  it  the  taste  and  odor  of  a  genuine  one.  Mixtures  of 
fat,  however,  have  been  made,  and  perhaps  sold  as  lard,  which  con- 
tained no  hog  grease  whatever.  In  the  following  descriptions  an 
endeavor  has  oeen  made  to  give  the  chief  characteristics  or  an  adul- 
terated lard  on  the  same  plan  as  the  descriptions  of  pure  lard  and 
the  adulterants  thereof  which  precede. 

PHYSICAL  PROPERTIES. 

Specific  gravity, — But  little  stress  can  be  laid  upon  the  numbers 
representing  the  specific  gravity  of  adulterated  lards,  since  the  ma- 
terials of  which  they  are  composed  have  nearly  the  same  specific 
gravity  as  the  pure  article.  ^  The  addition  of  cotton  oil,  however, 
raises  the  specinc  gravity,  and  when  this  substance  is  present  in  quan- 
tities above  15  per  cent,  its  influence  on  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
sample  is  marked.  At  35°  the  specific  gravity  of  adulterated  lards 
varies  from  .906  to  .910. 

Melting  point. — The  melting  point  of  the  adulterated  laj'ds  is  in 
some  cases  slightly  lower  than  that  of  pure  lards.  This  arises  from 
the  fact,  which  has  already  been  noticed,  of  the  low  melting  point 
of  the  cotton  oil,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  adulterants  used. 
The  numbers  representing  the  melting  points  of  adulterated  lards, 
emphasize  the  fact,  which  has  already  been  noted,  that  the  lowering 
of  the  melting  point  is  not  theoretically  proportional  to  the  contents 
of  cottonseed  oil  found  in  the  adulteratea  lards  of  commerce.  In  a 
number  of  samples  of  lards  containing  cottonseed  oil  from  Fairbank 
&  Co.  the  lowest  melting  point  was  31.3°  and  the  highest  41.9°.  In 
the  series  of  samples  from  Armour  &  Co.  the  lowest  melting  point 
noticed  was  38.9  and  the  highest  43°3°.  The  melting  point  of  the 
Armour  samples  approaches  much  nearer  that  of  pure  lard  than 
those  received  from  Fairbank  &  Co.  Although  the  melting  point  is 
not  of  itself  a  property  of  very  great  importance  from  an  analytical 
point  of  view,  yet  its  determination  should  never  be  neglected  in  a 
comprehensive  analytical  examination. 

Color  reaction. — The  amount  of  coloration  shown  by  an  adulterated 
lard,  when  treated  with  sulphuric  or  nitric  acid,  depends  upon  the 
percentage  of  cotton  oil  which  it  contains,  since  from  a  commercial 
point  of  view  the  introduction  of  a  small  amount  of  cotton  oil  would 
not  prove  profitable.  We  find  in  the  adulterated  lards  of  commerce,  as 
a  general  rule,  strong  color  reactions.  It  might  be  possible,  however, 
to  mix  with  a  pure  lard  so  small  a  quantity  of  cotton  oil  as  to  render 
doubtful  to  the  analyst  the  character  of  the  color  reaction  produced. 
Some  of  the  colors  produced  in  the  adulterated  lards  examined,  as 
copied  from  the  note-books,  are  as  follows:  ^* Light  brown,"  "pink 
red.brown,"  "  light  yellow  red,"  "  light  pink,"  "  deep  brown,"  **  red," 
"deep  red  brown,"  etc.  The  appearance  of  a  pinkish  tint  is  often 
found  in  adulterated  lards  conteming  a  notable  portion  of  beef -fat 
stearine,  although  this  coloration  is  not  considered  a  certain  indica- 
tion of  the  presence  of  this  substance. 

Refractive  index. — The  refractive  index  of  the  mixed  lards  natu- 
rally varies  with  the  proportion  of  cottonseed  oil  which  may  be  pres- 
ent. The  greater  the  quantity  of  cottonseed  oil  the  higher  the  re- 
fractive index.  The  refractive  index  of  the  Armour  mixed  lards  is 
decidedly  lower  than  that  of  the  Fairbank  samples.  The  following 
is  the  number  representing  the  meadi  refractive  index  of  the  Ar- 
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mour  samples  at  25°,  viz,  1.4634.  The  number  representing  the 
mean  refractive  index  of  the  Fairbank  samples  is  1.4651.  The  re- 
fractive index  is  a  much  more,  important  property  in  the  sorting  of 
lards  than  the  melting  point,  or  perhaps  even  than  the  specific 
gravity. 

Rise  of  temperature  with  sulphuric  acid.— As  is  to  be  expected  we 
find  here  also  the  greatest  variations  depending  on  the  nature  and  the 
quantity  of  tlie  adulterants  present.  The  presence  of  tallow  stearine 
tends  to  diminish  the  rise  of  temperature  with  sulphuric  acid,  while 
cottonseed  oil  has  the  opposite  effect.  As  the  relative  proportion 
of  these  two  ingredients  and  also  the  amount  of  pure  lard  varies  we 
may  expect  corresponding  variation  in  the  temperature  shown  on 
mixing  the  lard  with  sulphuric  acid.  In  the  samples  of  Armour's 
lards  examined  the  highest  rise  of  temperature  noticed  was  58.9°  and 
the  lowest  42.1°.  This  latter  number  is  almost  identical  with  that 
furnished  with  pure  lards.  In  Fairbank's  lards  the  least  rise  of  tem- 
perature noticed  was  51.3°  and  the  greatest  68.8°.  These  numbers 
show  a  larger  proportion  of  cotton  oil  in  the  Fairbank  than  in  the 
Armour  sampjles.  This  rise  of  temperature  as  a  diagnostic  sign  is 
valuable  and  its  determination  should  never  be  omitted. 

CHEMICAL  PROPERTIES. 

Volatile  a^ids, — The  remark  which  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the 
volatile  acids  of  pure  lards  and  their  adulterants  is  also  applicable 
for  mixed  lards.  The  amount  is  so  minute  as  to  be  of  no  value  from 
an  analytical  point  of  view. 

Saponificaiion  equivaient. — The  numbers  representing  the  saponi- 
fication equivalent  do  not  afford  any  particular  indication  of  the  kind 
of  adulteration  used.  In  the  samples  of  Fairbank  mixed  lards  ex- 
amined, the  mean  saponification  equivalent  found  was  279.4.  In  the 
Armour  samples  it  was  275. 

Iodine  number. — The  amount  of  iodine  absorbed  by  a  mixed  lard 

K*  ves  a  valuable  indication  of  the  kind  of  the  ingredients  which  have 
>en  added  to  it.  It  has  already  been  seen  that  the  stearines,  espe- 
cially those  derived  from  tallow,  have  a  very  low  iodine  number, 
while  cottonseed  oil  has  a  very  high  one.  It  is  therefore  possible  to 
lAix  these  two  substances  together  so  that  the  resulting  iodine  num- 
ber may  be  about  the  same  as  that  of  pure  lard,  viz,  60  i)er  cent.  In 
the  samples  of  the  Armour  mixed  laras  examined  the  mixture  seems 
to  have  oeen  made  in  about  the  proportion  indicated.  The  lowest 
iodine  number  observed  in  these  lards  was  54.11  per  cent.,  which  is 
decidedly  less  than  that  of  iu)rmal  pure  lard.  The  highest  number 
observed,  was  71. 19  per  cent.  The  otner  numbers  were  slightly  above 
those  obtained  for  pure  lard.  In  the  samples  of  mixed  lards  from 
Fairbank  &  Co.  the  iodine  numbers  are  much  higher.  The  lowest 
number  observed  was  78.24  and  the  highest  94.78  per  cent. 

Reaction  with  nitrate  of  silver. — Mixed  lards  containing  cotton  oil 
show  a  reduction  of  metallic  silver  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  accord- 
ing to  the  proportion  of  cotton  oil  present.  In  every  case  where 
cotton  oil  was  known  to  be  present  in  a  mixed  lard  this  reaction  was 
noticed.  It  would  be  possible,  however,  to  put  so  small  a  portion  of 
cotton  oil  into  a  lard  as  to  render  difficult  the  positive  detection  of  it 
by  the  nitrate  of  silver  test. 

Microscopic  appeara/nces. — The  mixed  lards  show  in  the  field  of 
vision  of  the  microscope  distinct  tufted  crjrstals  of  the  stearines 
which  have  been  used  as  adulterants.    The  rhombic  crystals,  of  pure 
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lard  are  also  often  noticed  in  this  field.    The  microscope  is  a  most 
valuable  aid  in  detecting  lard  adulterations. 

Moisture  in  minced  lards, — Mixed  lards  generally  contain  only  a 
trace  of  water.  In  one  instance,  however,  water  appears  to  have 
been  added  as  an  adulterant,  over  30  per  cent,  of  it  haymg  been  found. 
The  use  of  water  as  an  adulterant  of  lard,  however,  is  not  common. 

COMPARISON  OF  PROPEBTIBS  OF  LABDS  AND  COMPOUND  LARDS. 

The  mean  results  of  the  analytical  data  are  as  follows: 


Kind  of  samples. 

! 

ft 

ll 

S3 
|S3 

11 

> 

1 

P;iw^  lard ,,.....,...., 

.9068 
.9067 
.9066 
.9060 
.9096 

880.8 
874.4 
888.5 
878.0 
879.4 

CO 
40.7' 
41.7' 
87.  O* 
40.60 
88.1* 

C7« 
48. 8« 
48.9* 
48.  r 
48. 8o 
40.6* 

89.00 
89. 6o 
88.6* 
80.80 
87. 40 

CO 

41.50 
45.70 

89.00 
46.6* 
^.90 

68.48 
64.84 
68.86 
63.58 
86.81 

1.4090 

Lord  of  miscenaneous  origin 

Piinn*^  <ft^MVin  Iftrd 

1.4038 
1.4688 

Armour's  lards 

Fairbank's  lards 

1.4684 
1.4651 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  LARD  INDUSTRY. 

It  was  developed  in  the  investigations  before  the  Committees  on 
Agriculture  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  that  the 
annual  production  of  lard  in  the  United  States  is  600,000,000  pounds, 
of  which  about  half  is  pure  lard  and  the  other  half  pure  lard  mixed 
with  stearine  and  cotton  oil,  the  "  refined"  or  compound  lard  of  com- 
merce. The  annual  exports  of  lard  are  about  320,000,000  pounds,  of 
which  about  40  per  cent,  were  compound  or  refined  lard.* 

According  to  the  figures  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  the 
production  of  lard  from  1877  to  1887,  inclusive,  is  as  follows: 


Years. 

Total. 

Years. 

Total. 

1886-^87 

Pounds. 
587,088,000 
614.880,000 
480.405,000 
444,450,000 
419,518.000 

1881-'88 

Pounds. 
468,989,000 
517,660,000 
479,020,000 
514,295,000 
404,578,000 

1885-^ 

1880-'81 

1884-'86 

iSTft-'SO 

1888-^84 

1878-^79 

1877-78 

188S^^88 

The  exports  from  1873  to  1888  are  shown  by  the  following  num- 
bers: 


Years. 

Lard  exported. 

Years. 

Lard  exported. 

1878 

Pounds. 
8S4,901,511 
184,100,886 
167,579,877 
198,006,818 
887,744,807 
846.698,687 
848,119,806 
405,487,668 

1881 

Pounds. 
885,001,686 
880,904,667 
878,886,610 
888  165,788 
801,806,106 
896,088,094 
8M,  615, 884 

1874 

1888 

1876 

1876 

1888 

1864 

18J7        

1885 

1878 

1886 

1887 

1879 

1880 

♦Statement  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Webster  before  House  Committee  on  Agriculture,  re- 
port of  hearings,  p.  20. 
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If  we  take  the  percentage  of  cotton  oil  in  the  compound  lard  at  40, 
the  total  weight  of  oil  used  in  manufacturing  mixed  lard  is  120,000,000 
pounds. 

In  addition  to  this  large  quantities  of  cotton  oil  are  used  for  salad 
dressing  and  culinary  operations,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  a  sub- 
stitute for  lard  (cotolene)  which  contains  no  hog  grease  whatever. 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  SUGAR. 

Assignment  of  work. — The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  exper- 
iments in  the  manufacture  of  su^ar  did  not  become  a  law  until  the 
19th  of  July,  1888.  At  that  time  it  was  manifestly  impossible  for  the 
Department  to  make  any  arrangements  of  its  own  for  the  conduct  of 
experiments  during  the  present  manufacturing  season.  It  was  nec- 
essary, if  any  experiments  be  made  at  all,  that  they  should  be  arranged 
for  in  connection  with  work  already  in  progress,  either  by  individ- 
uals, private  coi-porations,  or  State  experiment  stations.  The  follow- 
ing arrangements  were  therefore  made  for  the  experimental  work: 

(1)  A  continuation  of  the  experimental  work  at  Rio  Grande,  N.  J., 
Tinder  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Hughes. 

(2)  A  series  of  experiments  at  Kenner,  La.,  under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  W.  C.  Stubbs. 

(3)  Experimental  work  at  Douglass,  Kans.,  imderthe  direction  of 
the  Douglass  Sugar  Company. 

(4)  Experimental  work  at  Conway  Springs,  Kans.,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  E.  W.  Demin^. 

(5)  Experiments  in  the  improvement  in  the  varieties  of  cane  at  Ster- 
ling, Kans.,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Denton. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work,  arrangements  were  made  for  ana- 
lytical researches  under  my  direction  at  Douglass,  Conway  Springs, 
and  Sterling,  Kans.  It  was  deemed  unadvisable,  at  the  late  date  men- 
tioned, for  the  Department  to  suggest  any  experimental  work  or  as- 
sume any  control  thereof.  Having  been  authorized  to  arrange  for 
such  work  in  a  manner  which  seemed  most  advantageous,  the  follow- 
ing directions  were  given :  The  work  at  Rio  Grande  was  placed  exclu- 
sively in  charge  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Hughes,  to  be  conducted  in  such  man- 
ner as  he  saw  fit  for  the  benefit  of  the  industry.  The  work  which  Mr. 
Hughes  proposed  to  do  was  on  a  small  scale,  with  the  ultimate  idea 
of  making  it  possible  for  farmers  and  others  to  manufacture  sugar 
without  tne  expense  of  apparatus  usually  considered  necessary  tor 
that  purpose.  The  results  of  Mr.  Hughes's  work  have  been  reported 
by  him  rdrther  on,  and  a  discussion  of  them  will  be  given  in  con- 
nection with  his  report. 

Prof.  W.  C.  Stuobs  having  commenced  preparations  for  experi- 
mental work  with  sorghum  at  the  experiment  station  at  Kenner,  he 
was  authorized  to  complete  this  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  De- 
partment. No  instructions  in  regard  to  the  method  of  performing 
the  work  were  sent  to  Professor  Stubbs  except  to  do  that  which  seemed 
best  for  the  promotion  of  the  industry.  EBs  report  of  the  results  of 
the  work  and  the  discussion  thereof  will  follow. 

The  experimental  work  at  Douglass,  Kans.,  was  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Douglass  Sugar  Company.  Its  object  was  to  test  thor- 
oughly the  method  of  open  diffusion  practiced  on  a  small  scale  by 
Mr.  Hughes  at  Rio  Grande,  and  they  conducted  the  work  under  the 
general  instructions  to  give  that  system  of  diffusion  and  the  appa- 
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ratus  a  thorough  and  impartial  test.  The  general  results  of  the  ex- 
perimental work  at  the  station  are  given  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Edson, 
with  a  discussion  of  the  data  there  recorded. 

The  experimental  work  at  Conway  Springs  consisted  in  the  trial 
of  a  new  system  of  preparing  the  exhausted  chips  for  fuel,  and  certain 
new  arrangements  of  apparatus  connected  with  the  diffusion  battery 
and  of  a  new  system  of  iiandling  and  storing  the  cane.  No  specific 
instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Deming  in  regard  to  the  cond!uct  of 
the  work,  but  he  was  left  free  to  use  his  own  judgment  in  every  par- 
ticular in  regard  to  what  was  best  to  be  done.  Mr.  Deming's  report 
and  the  discussion  thereof  will  follow. 

The  experimental  work  at  Sterling  was  of  an  entirely  different 
order.  The  Sterling  Sugar  Company  had  commenced  a  thorough 
examination  of  all  obtainable  varieties  of  the  sorghum  plant.  Sy 
an  arrangement  made  with  this  company  the  Department  assumed 
this  work  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  found  the  latter  part  of 
July  and  carried  it  to  completion  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Den- 
ton.    Mr.  Denton's  report  and  observations  thereon  will  follow. 

The  following  assignment  of  the  chemical  force  of  the  Division  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  securing  analytical  data  of  the  season's  work: 

Mr.  Hughes  having  express^  an  opinion  that  he  could  get  along 
independently  of  any  chemical  assistance  from  the  Department,  no 
assignment  was  made  to  Rio  Grande.  Mr.  Edson  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  chemical  work  at  Douglass,  assisted  by  Mr.  John  L. 
Fuelling.  Prof.  E.  A.  von  Schweinitz  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
chemical  work  at  Conway  Springs,  assisted  by  Mr.  Oma  Carr.  Dr. 
C.  A.  Crampton  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work  at  Sterling,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Karl  P.  McElroy, 

In  the  latter  jjart  of  tfuly  I  visited  the  three  localities  last  named 
and  arranged  with  the  proper  persons  for  the  establishment  of  the 
laboratories  and  perfected  the  .irrangements  for  the  chemical  control 
which  was  desired.  In  September  and  October  I  visited  each  of 
the  laboratories  above  mentioned  and  spent  some  days  with  tke 
chemists  in  charge  in  consultation  concerning  the  progress  of  the ' 
work  and  any  changes  or  alterations  therein  which  seemed  necessary. 
The  results  of  the  chemical  work  in  each  case  will  be  found  in  conr 
nection  with  the  reports  of  the  respective  stations. 

Experiments  at  Mio  Grande ,  iv.  J, — The  result  of  the  work  at 
Rio  Grande  is  disappointing  in  its  nature.  For  some  reason  the  cane 
grown  in  that  locality  has  failed  to  improve,  although  it  appears  that 
it  has  had  the  benefit  of  careful  attention  and  fertilization.  There 
has  been  upon  the  whole,  as  indicated  in  Bulletin  18,  a  deterioration 
of  the  cane  at  Rio  Grande;  the  Crops  which  were  raised  six  or  seven 
years  ago  showing  a  higher  percentage  of  sucrose  than  those  of  the 
present  time.  This  deterioration  has  been  caused  either  by  admixt- 
ure of  a  non-saccharine  variety  with  the  seed,  by  the  method  of  cult- 
ure or  by  the  influence  of  the  soil  and  cliniate  of  that  locality.  I  am 
inclined  to  attribute  much  of  the  depreciation  to  a  fault  of  the  seed; 
whether  or  not  it  has  been  mixed  with  broom  corn  I  am  unable  to 
say.  The  almost  total  failure  of  the  Amber  cane  at  Rio  Grande 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  some  such  accident  had  happened  to  it. 
While  Amber  cane  in  other  localities  has  continued  to  snow  a  high 
percentage  of  sucrose  in  the  juice,  at  Rio  Grande  it  has  become  a 
worthless  variety  for  sugar-making  or  even  the  production  of  sirup. 
The  importance  of  seed  selection  is  emphasized  by  this  fact,  since 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  if  seed  of  the  Early  Amber,  such 
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as  was  planted  at  Rio  Grande  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  were  again 
planted  in  that  locality  it  would  produce  an  equally  rich  crop  of 
cane.  It  would  be  a  useless  task,  however,  for  any  one  to  attempt 
the  successful  manufacture  of  sugar  by  any  process  from  juices  no 
richer  than  those  reported  by  Mr.  Hughes  during  the  present  year; 
such  cane  at  best  could  only  make  molasses  and  that  probably  of  an 
inferior  character.  These  agricultural  results  are  the  more  discour- 
aging because  of  the  systematic  attempts  which  have  been  made  at 
Rio  Grande  in  conjunction  with  the  New  Jersey  experiment  station 
for  the  production  of  a  high-grade  cane;  these  are  not,  however,  suf- 
ficiently discouraging  to  justify  abandonment  of  similar  attempts  in 
other  localities.  In  respect  of  the  climate  at  Rio  Grande  I  can  see 
nothing  which  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  it  is  unfavorable  to  the 
growth  of  sorghum.     On  the  other  hand,  the  climatic  conditions  ap- 

Sear  extremely  favorable  unless  it  be  true  that  sorghum  will  not 
evelop  a  maximum  content  of  sugar  in  localities  favored  with 
abundant  summer  rains.  Aside  from  this  the  favorable  conditions 
for  growth  and  the  practical  immunity  from  early  frosts  render  the 
locality  a  most  favorable  one  for  the  production  and  manufacture  of 
a  crop  of  sorghum  cane.  The  soil  of  this  locality,  it  is  true,  is  not 
naturally  as  fertile  as  the  soils  of  Kansas,  but  with  the  judicious  fer- 
tilization which  has  been  practiced  the  tonnage  per  acre  has  been 
fully  as  great  if  not  greater  at  Rio  Grande  than  in  most  other  local- 
ities. 

In  regard  to  the  methods  of  manufacture  employed  at  this  station 
it  is  necessary  to  speak  with  some  degree  of  caution.  In  the  report 
of  Mr.  Hughes  we  have,  from  his  stand-point,  a  brief  but  graphic  de- 
scription of  the  method  employed.  I  have  never  been  of  the  opin- 
ion that  sugar-making  from  sorghum  could  be  successfully  practiced 
on  a  small  scale,  and  the  experiments  carried  on  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  two  successive  seasons  at  Rio  Grande  have  only 
servM  to  confirm  me  in  this  belief.  The  nature  of  the  processes 
employed,  the  character  of  machinery  required,  and  the  kind  of 
skillea  labor  needed,  all  combine  to  render  the  manufacture  of  sugar 
on  a  small  scale  commercially  unsuccessful.  I  do  not  see  any  favor- 
able result  in  this  direction  from  the  two  years'  trial  at  Rio  Grande. 

For  the  present  manufacturing  season  Mr.  Hughes  does  not  give 
the  total  amoimt  of  sugar  made  except  from  a  portion  of  the  crop; 
and  this  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  its  cost  nas  been  sufl&ciently 
low  to  enable  it  to  be  put  upon  the  market  in  competition  with  other 
sugars.  I  should  have  been  gla  1  had  the  result  been  otherwise,  for 
the  successful  inauguration  of  an  era  of  sugar-making  conducted 
by  farmers  would  have  been  a  great  blessing  to  vast  agricultural 
regions. 

In  regard  to  the  machinery  employed  my  opinion  has  already  been 
expressed.  I  have  said  repeatedly,  both  in  official  publications  and 
in  other  places,  that  I  regarded  the  system  of  cutting  and  preparing 
the  cane  devised  by  Mr.  Hughes,  and  now  in  use  in  every  sorghum 
factory  in  the  United  States  and  in  at  least  one  cane-sugar  factory, 
as  the  very  best  which  has  yet  been  invented.  I  have  long  been  con- 
vinced that  for  the  extraction  of  sugar  from  cane  of  both  kinds  the 
greater  the  degree  of  comminution  of  the  chips  the  more  successful 
tne  process  Will  be.  The  system  of  double  shredding  inaugurated 
by  Mr.  Hughes  during  the  past  season  tends  to  secure  this  end.  It 
was  in  this  direction  also  that  I  urged  last  year  for  sugar  cane  the 
construction  of  a  shredding  machine  on  the  principle  of  the  shredder 
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built  by  the  Newell  Universal  Mill  Company  of  New  York,  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  the  pieces  of  cane  properly  for  the  diffusion 
Dattery.  This  shreader  I  suggested  should  be  furnished  with  very 
fine  steel  knives  of  the  general  pattern  of  the  shredder  now  in  use, 
with  short  cylinders  of  large  diameter  driven  at  a  very  much  higher 
rate  of  si)eea.  Last  year  I  suggested  to  Mr.  Fiske,  the  inventor  of 
the  machine  above  mentioned,  the  advisability  of  building  such  a 
machine  in  duplicate  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  cane  k>  as  fine 
pieces  as  possible.  The  advantage  of  such  a  shredder  as  this  over 
the  one  used  by  Mr.  Hughes  would  be  principally  in  its  greater 
strength  and  in  the  assurance  that  it  could  be  run  for  days,  and  i)er- 
haps  a  whole  season  through,  without  any  necessity  for  repairs.  It 
is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  apparatus  for  cutting  and  pulp- 
ing the  cane  should  oe  as  effective  as  possible  and  built  in  two  sets,  so 
that  if  one  should  be  out  of  order  the  second  could  still  be  used. 

In  regard  to  the  system  of  diffusion  practiced  at  the  Rio  Grande 
station  and  describea  in  Bulletin  18,  further  experience  only  leads  me 
to  emphasize  what  has  been  said  in  that  bulletin,  viz: 

The  defects  of  the  system  were  both  mechanical  and  chemical.  The  mechanical 
difficulty  is  the  same  as  that  which  attends  all  methods  of  diffusion  in  which  the 
cane  chips  are  moved  instead  of  the  diffusion  liquors.  From  a  mechanical  point  of 
view,  it  IS  far  easier  an<?  more  economical  to  move  a  liquid  in  a  series  of  vessels  than 
a  mass  of  chips.  In  the  Hughes  system  the  whole  mass  of  chips  undergoing  diffu- 
sion, together  with  adhering  liquor,  and  baskets  and  suspending  apparatus,  are  lifted 
vertically  a  distance  of  several  feet,  varying  with  the  depth  of  the  diffusion  tanks, 
every  few  minutes.  The  mechanical  energy  required  to  do  this  work  is  enormous, 
and  with  large  batteries  the  process  would  prove  almost  impossible. 

The  truth  of  this  view  will  be  further  illustrated  in  the  report  of 
the  Douglass  Sugar  Company.  For  very  small  batteries  working 
only  a  few  tons  a  dajr  this  system  might  possibly  be  employed,  but 
I  doubt  even  then  if  it  could  be  economically  worked.  Tnis  opinion 
of  mine,  as  will  be  seen,  is  at  total  variance  with  that  expressed  by 
Mr.  Hughes,  and  those  who  propose  to  become  practically  interested 
in  the  matter  will  have  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the  two  systems 
of  diffusion  after  a  personal  investigation. 

Mr.  Hubert  Edson,  who  has  had  two  years'  experience  with  the 
open  system  of  diffusion,  made  the  following  statements  relating 
thereto  in  the  Louisiana  Planter  and  Sugar  Manufacturer  of  De- 
cember 1,  1888. 

This  report  refers  to  the  battery  used  at  Douglass,  Kans..  auring 
the  season  of  1888: 

The  battery  was  built  from  plans  secured  directly  from  Mr.  Hughes,  and  with 
one  or  two  slight  changes  was  worked  throughout  the  season.  The  main  battery 
consisted  of  ten  ceUs,  open  at  the  top  to  admit  the  baskets  in  which  the  chips  were 
placed  for  diffusion.  These  baskets,  made  of  strong  boiler  iron,  were  attached  to 
the  arms  of  a  crane,  which  was  raised,  rotated,  and  lowered  till  the  requisite  number 
of  immersions  was  obtained.  Besides  these  ten  cells  there  was  an  extra  one  of  the 
same  dimensions  placed  just  outside  and  within  reach  of  the  arms  from  the  larger 
crane.  This  arrangement  was  intended  to  secure  a  dense  diffusion  juice,  allowing, 
as  the  diffusion  progressed,  the  heaviest  juice  from  two  of  t^^e  cells  of  the  main  bat- 
tery to  be  drawn  into  the  outside  cell,  and  which  there  received  two  baskets  of 
fresh  chips  before  being  emptied. 

This  manner  of  operating  tiie  battery  will,  it  is  claimed  by  the  inventor,  give  a 
juice  almost  as  dense  as  a  corresponding  mill  juice.  In  my  opinion,  however,  no 
greater  advantage  is  secured  by  the  eleventh  cell  being  outside  the  main  battery 
than  by  the  sapie  number  arranged  in  regular  order.  Certainly,  at  Douglass,  the 
results  claimed  by  the  inventor  were  not  even  approximated.  The  outside  cell  also 
entailed  an  extraamount  of  labor  in  transferring  the  basket  from  the  small  crane 
to  which  it  was  attached  during  its  immersion  to  the  large  crane  of  the  main 
battery. 
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So  much  for  the  manner  of  working  the  battery.  Now  for  the  things  that  are 
of  actual  value  to  ^e  sugar  planters—the  results  obtained  and  the  expenses  inci- 
dent to  such  results, 

Macliinery  of  any  kind  to  be  effective  should  require  a  minimum  of  human 
labor.  Let  us  see  how  the  Hughes  batterj'  compares  with  tlie  ordinary  form.  At 
Douglass  the  battery  was  designed  to  work  a  hundred  tons  of  cane  daily,  and  to 
do  this  at  least  eight  men  were  necessary  to  shift  the  baskets  to  their  different  places. 
Half  of  this  number  would  run  a  closed  battery  and  find  the  work  easier,  since  they 
would  have  no  baskets  weighing  a  thousand  pounds  each  to  handle. 

Besides  this  manual  labor  the  whole  ten  baskets  had  to  be  raised  every  time  one 
was  filled  or  emptied.  A  large  hydraulic  pump  is  used  for  tliis  work  and  of  itself 
requhvs  more  power  than  is  necessary  to  run  a  oattery  of  closed  cells.  Tliis  extra 
power  and  labor  would  not  necessarily  condemn  the  apparatus,  if  such  superior 
results  were  obtained  as  to  overcome  the  expense.  But  instes^  of  this  exactly  the 
reverse  was  accomplished.  Not  much  better  extraction  was  secured  than  is  ob- 
tained by  the  ordinary  cane-mill  of  Louisiana,  and  this  only  with  a  dilution  of 
nearly  50  per  cent.,  causing  an  extra  expense  of  no  small  amount  of  evaporation. 
Then  also  the  quality  of  tlie  juice  obtained  was  extremely  poor.  The  almost  con- 
stant exposure  to  the  air  and  especially  in  iron  vessels  blackened  it  to  such  a  degree 
that  no  good  sugars  could  be  made  from  it.  Clarification  was  nearly  impossible 
with  any  of  the  ordinary  re-a?;ent6  in  the  sugar-house.  This  was  extremely  unfor- 
tunate in  Kansas,  as  the  greatest  profits  are  niade  on  materia  sold  to  the  home 
market. 

Experinientsat  Kenver^  La. — As  has  been  mentioned  before.  Prof. 
W.  C.  Stubbs  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  experiments  which  were 
arranged  for  in  connection  with  the  Louisiana  sugar  experiment  sta- 
tion at  Kenner  and  the  stations  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Calhoun.  For 
two  previous  seasons  Professor  Stubbs  had  made  extensive  experi- 
ments with  sorghum,  which  are  fully  reported  in  the  bulletins  of  the 
Louisiana  experiment  station  and  in  Bulletin  No.  18  of  this  Division. 
A  studjr  of  the  analytical  data  of  the  three  years'  work  in  Louisiana 
shows  m  an  emphatic  way  the  peculiarities  of  sorghum  which  have 
rendered  so  dimcult  the  successful  inauguration  of  sugar-making 
from  that  plant.  The  great  variations  in  the  content  of  sucrose  in 
the  juices  of  the  plant,  its  suscJeptibility  to  iniury  by  storms  and 
other  unforeseen  causes,  are  strikmgly  set  forth  in  the  analytical 
figures  which  follow.  In  my  \)pinion  the  production  of  a  Variety  of 
sorghum  cane  suitable  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  suear  lands  of 
Louisiana  will  be  a  work  of  no  small  difficulty.  From  the  results  of 
the  work  already  done,  and  especially  during  the  last  year,  anaccoimt 
of  which  is  contained  in  the  appended  report  of  Professor  Stub1)s, 
it  is  clearly  seen  that  a  season  which  has  produced  a  sugar  cane  very 
rich  in  sucrose  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  has  produced  a  sorghum 
crop  which  is  absolutely  worthless  for  sugar-making  for  commercial 
purposes.  Another  pomt  illustrated  by  the  report  is  brought  out  in 
reference  to  the  past  work  of  the  station  in  wnich,  ^ though  a  cane 
was  produced  whose  juice  was  reasonably  rich  in  sucrose,  its  prac- 
tical working  in  the  sugar  factory  was  found  most  difficult.  In  the 
report  this  is  ascribed  to  the  presence  of  large  quantities  of  dextrine 
or  dextrine-like  bodies  supposed  to  be  jierived  from  the  starch  orig- 
inally present  in  the  juice.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Professor  Stubbs 
that  starch  and  sucrose  are  developed  in  the  sorghum  pari  passu. 
In  this  case  it  would  be  found  that  the  direct  polarization  of  a  sor- 
ghum juice  rich  in  sugar  would  show  apparently  a  much  higher 
content  of  sucrose  than  was  actually  present,  since  dextrine  and  its 
allied  bodies  are  much  more  dextrogyratory  than  sucrose.  The 
points fdeveloped  by  the  experiments  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

(IJ  Sorghum  cane  develops  sometimes  in  Louisiana  a  juice  con- 
taining a  very  high  i)ercentage  of  sucrose,  but  combined  with  other 
bodies  which  renaer  its  separation  from  the  juice  difficult. 
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(2)  The  occurrence  of  a  wet  summer  attended  by  the  severe  wind 
storms  which  are  so  common  in  that  locality  prevents  the  development 
of  a  hi^h  sucrose  content  in  the  growing  sorghum. 

(3)  The  possible  utilization  of  sugar  machinery  for  a  longer  man- 
ufacturing season  is  one  of  the  chief  inducements  in  the  sugar-cane 
regions  for  the  cultivation  of  sorghum  as  a  sugar-producing  plant. 

(4)  Delay  in  working  the  cane  after  cutting  is  not  as  dangerous  as 
has  been  supposed. 

It  will  be  understood  that  these  are  conclusions  which  I  have  drawn 
from  reading  Professor  Stubbs's  report,  and  are  not  formulated  in  the 
above  manner  by  himself.  '  Some  of  these  conclusions  do  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  justly  drawn  from  the  data  at  hand. 

The  results  of  the  attempts  to  grow  sorghum  for  su^ar-making 

Eurposes  on  the  low  sugar  lands  in  Louisiana  in  my  opinion  are  not 
ighly  encouraging  to  the  belief  that  these  lands  ana  their  climate 
are  the  best  suited  in  the  United  States  for  the  production  of  sor- 
ghum as  Professor  Stubbs  says.  On  the  other  hand  I  believe  there 
are  few  localities  in  the  United  States  where  sorghum  grows  at  all 
in  which  a  better  crop  for  sugar-making  purposes  can  not  be  produced. 
Experience  has  shown  that  the  dry  climate  of  southern  and  western 
Kansas  produces  the  most  uniform  crop  of  sorghum  for  sugar-making 
purposes,  while  the  data  of  Prof essor  Stubbs  which  follow  show  that 
the  Louisiana  produbt,  for  the  present  year  at  least,  is  about  the  poor- 
est on  record.  One  point,  however,  shoidd  be  borne  in  mind,  viz, 
that  the  course  of  experiment  pursued  by  the  Louisiana  experiment 
station  is  the  one  which  is  best  suited  for  the  rapid  development  of 
every  possibility;  of  sorghum  culture  in  that  State.  The  experi- 
mental trials  which  are  made  with  sorghum  will  show  both  its  weak 
and  strong  points,  and  in  the  wide  variation  which  the  plant  shows 
there  will  doubtless  be  some  variety  produced  or  found  which  will 
be  best  suited  to  the  peculiar  conditions  which  obtain  in  that  locality. 
The  soil  and  climatic  conditions  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State  where 
cotton  is  now  grown  will  probably  be  found  better  suited  to  the  pro- 
duction of  sorghum  than  those  of  the  present  sugar-producing  local- 
ities. I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  expectation  expressed  by  Professor 
Stubbs  of  being  able  to  realize  under  certain  conditions  as  much  as 
120  to  125  pounds  of  sugar  from  sorghum  cane  may  be  f  idly  met  un- 
der favorable  circumstances  :  but  it  would  stiU  remain  to  be  demon- 
strated that  this  yield  could  be  reasonably  expected  from  year  to  year 
or  even  occasionally  on  a  large  scale.  Tlie  subsequent  experiments 
which  are  promised  by  Professor  Stubbs  at  the  Louisiana  station  will 
doubtless  set  at  rest,  in  a  few  years,  all  these  questions  and  demon- 
strate to  the  sugar-makers  of  Louisiana  just  what  can  be  expected 
from  sorghum  as  an  adjunct  to  their  great  industry. 

Experiments  at  Conway  Sjprings, — In  the  reports  of  Messrs.  Dem- 
ing  and  Von  Schweinitz,  which  loUow,  together  with  the  analytical 
tables,*  much  interesting  information  maybe  found  in  regard  to  the 
sorghum-sugar  industry  in  Kansas.  The  successful  continuation  of 
the  work  at  Fort  Scott  has  encouraged  the  belief  in  the  possibility 
of  a  speedy  establishment  of  a  sorghum-sugar  industry  in  tansas  on 
a  large  scale.  The  unfortunate  financial  outcome  of  the  work,  howr 
ever,  at  Conway  Springs  shows  that  much  is  yet  to  be  learned  by 
those  entering  upon  this  industry  before  success  can  be  confidently 
predicted.  A  discussion  of  the  chemical  data  collected  at  Conway 
Springs  will  be  found  in  connection  with  the  analytical  tables.    It  is 
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proper  to  say  here,  however,  that  the  sorghum  juices  Ot  the  crop 
grown  at  Conway  Springs  show  a  higher  content  of  sucrose  than  any 
large  crop  which  has  ever  before  been  produced  in  the  United  States. 
This  high  content  of  sucrose,  which  appeared  in  the  crop  after  the 
middle  of  September,  as  indicated  by  the  analysis  of  the  juices,  was 
continued  until  the  close  of  the  working  season  in  November.  The 
samples  of  chips  taken  from  the  cells  of  the  battery  showed  in  their 
juices  a  high  contend  of  sucrose  uniformly;  much  higher,  in  fact,  than 
would  be  indicated  by  the  output  of  sugar.  One  reason,  doubtless, 
for  this  was  the  exceptionally  dry  season  diminishing  the  content  of 
water  in  the  cane,  and  thus  increasing  the  percentage  of  sucrose  in 
the  juice.  This  fact,  though  not  established  by  the  determination  of 
the  fiber  in  the  cane,  is  plainly  indicated  by  two  other  facts  developed 
by  the  analytical  work,  viz,  the  diminished  extraction  when  using 
the  small  mill  of  the  same  pressure  as  the  season  progi'essed  and 
the  high  content  of  total  solids  in  the  juices.  The  output  of  sugar 
was  evidently  diminished  by  the  character  of  the  water  used  in  dif- 
fusion; but  that  would  be  unable  to  account  for  the  small  yield  of 
crystallizable  sugar  obtained  with  juices  of  the  richness  of  those 
worked.  Experiments  made  by  boiling  a  solution  of  pure  sugar  with 
the  water  used  in  diffusion  at  Conway  Springs  proved  that  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  amount  of  gypsum  did  not  tend  to  increase  the  inver- 
sion of  sucrose-  that  it  may,  however,  have  interfered  with  the  crys- 
stallization  of  the  sucrose  is  a  fact  which  can  scarcely  be  denied.  The 
actual  output  of  sugar  at  Conway  Springs  in  my  opinion  would  have 
been  considerably  larger  had  pure  water  been  employed  in  the  diffu- 
sion battery;  nevertheless  the  important  fact  rpmainsthat  the  yield 
of  crystallizable  sugar  was  wholly  disproportional  to  the  richness  of 
the  juices  worked,  snowing  that  the  high  ratio  of  sucrose  was  not 
obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  solids  not  sugar  in  the  juices.  In 
other  words,  it  appears  that  a  cane  whose  iuice  is  normal  in  quantity, 
say  at  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  total  weight,  and  having  a  content  of 
sugar  equal  to  10  percent.,  with  total  solids  at  16  per  cent.,  will  yield 
fully  as  much  if  not  more  sugar  than  a  cane  whose  juice  is  abnormal, 
say  not  more  than  80  per  cent,  of  the  total  weight,  with  12  per  cent, 
of  sucrose  and  18  to  20  per  cent,  of  total  solids.  Another  important 
fact  developed  by  a  study  of  the  data  obtained  at  Conway  Springs  is 
in  the  persistence  of  the  sugar  content  in  the  juice  after  the  cane  was 
fully  ripened.  In  localities  where  considerable  moisture  may  bo  ex- 
pected m  the  soil  as  a  result  of  frequent  rains  during  the  manufact- 
uring season  it  has  been  noticed  that  there  is  a  rapid  deterioration  of 
the  iuices  beginning  a  short  time  after  complete  maturation.  This 
has  been  especially  noticed  in  the  experience  at  the  Rio  Grande  sta- 
tion. It  has  also  been  noticed  by  all  careful  observers  of  the  sor- 
fhum  grown  in  ordinary  localities.  The  inspissation  of  the  juices 
y  the  natural  causes  of  an  extremely  dry  climate  appears  to  protect 
the  sugar  from  this  destruction.  This  is  a  point  of  the  greatest  in- 
terest to  sorghum-growers,  to  whom  the  preservation  of  the  sugar  in 
the  juice  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
consideration.  In  the  process  of  diffusion  this  thickening  of  the 
juice  entails  no  loss,  although  if  milling  were  used  for  expressing  the 
juice  the  loss  would  be  a  most  serious  one.  The  above  explanation 
of  the  character  of  the  juice  at  Conway  Springs  is  offered  with  some 
degree  of  hesitation,  since  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  danger  of  draw- 
ing conclusions  in  sorghum  vork  from  a  too  limited  number  of  obser- 
vations. 
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The  manufacturing  operations  at  Conway  Springs  were  greatly 
hindered  b v  faults  in  the  machinery  which  could  scarcely  be  avoided 
when  the  snort  time  allowed  for  the  manufacture  and  erection  of  the 
same  is  considered.  Instead  of  taking  three  months  for  the  erection 
of  a  sugar  factory  a  whole  year  is  none  too  long  a  time,  and  disaster, 
for  at  least  one  year,  is  certain  to  attend  attempts  to  erect  such  ma- 
chinery in  the  time  allowed  at  Conway  Springs. 

What  is  needed  now  in  the  sorghum-sugar  industry  is  the  manu- 
facturef  of  sugar  at  a  rate  which  will  enable  tne  manufacturer  to 
compete  with  sugar  from  other  parts  of  the  world.  A  great  step  in 
this  direction  will  be  secured  when  the  kind  of  machinery  which  has 
been  pointed  out  by  the  investigations  of  the  Department  as  neces- 
sary to  success  shall  be  constructed  bv  skilled  macninists  and  erected 
by  skilled  engineers  with  time  enough  at  their  disposal  to  finish  their 
work  before  the  manufacturing  season  begins.  Some  further  re- 
marks on  this  subject  will  be  made  in  another  place. 

From  a  commercial  i)oint  of  view  the  results  of  the  work  at  Con- 
way Springs  are  wholly  disappointing ;  to  the  person,  however,  who 
will  taiJie  j)ains  to  inform  himself  in  regard  to  the  conditions  which 
there  obtained  many  points  of  encouragement  will  be  found  in  spite 
of  the  financial  failure  of  the  first  season's  work. 

Experiments  at  Douglass,  Kans. — The  practical  experiments  car- 
ried on  at  Douglass  consisted  in  a  thorough  trial  of  the  open  system 
of  diffusion  (the  Hughes  system)  to  test  its  fitness  for  working  on  a 
large  scale.  For  the  details  of  the  construction  of  the  battery  I  refer 
to  the  report  of  Mr.  Edson.  In  regard  to  its  working  in  general  I 
may  say  that  it  was  a  total  failure  botn  as  to  economy  of  power  and  suc- 
cess of  extraction.  The  financial  difficulties  which  were  encountered 
by  the  company  during  the  year  were  attributed  largely  to  the  use  of 
this  battery.  The  evaporating  apparatus  in  use  at  Dourfass  was  of 
first-class  quality  and  arranged  in  a  practical  manner.  The  system 
of  clarification  tanks,  double  effects,'  and  strike  pan  was  as  good  as 
could  be  desired  for  sugar-making  purposes.  Had  the  company 
adopted  the  system  of  diffusion  erected  by  the  Department  at  Fort 
Scott  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  even  during  the  first  season 
it  would  have  paid  all  expenses  and  made  a  reasonable  profit.  The 
attempt  to  introduce  a  new  and  untried  system  on  a  large  scale  shows 
the  danger  which  too  often  besets  the  introduction  of  a  new  enter- 

Erise.  The  promoters  of  such  an  enterprise,  not  satisfied  with  what 
as  been  accomplished,  attempt  to  follow  new  paths  which  often  lead 
to  unknown  and  unwished-f  or  localities.  It  is  best  in  any  enterprise 
to  accept  what  has  been  proved  of  value  and  not  jeopardize  the  suc- 
cess of  a  commercial  undertaking  by  introducing  in  its  place  a  kind 
of  experiment  which,  failing,  would  destroy  all  prospects  of  success. 
As  will  be  seen  by  the  analytical  tables  accompanying  the  Douglass 
report*  the  crop  was  of  fair  quality,  showing  aoout  the  average  per- 
centage of  sucrose  developed  in  Kansas  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  The  soil  on  which  most  of  the  crop  was  raised  was  somewhat 
richer  in  vegetable  matter  and  contained  less  sand  than  the  soil  at 
Conway  Springs.  The  climatic  conditions  of  the  two  places  were  so 
nearly  identical  as  to  make  apparently  but  little  difrerence,  yet  it 
must  DC  conceded  that  at  Douglass  the  not,  dry  winds  produced  less 
effect  than  at  Conway  Springs.  There  did  not  appear  to  be  the  same 
drying  up  of  the  juice,  which  may  account  to  some  extent  for  the  per- 

*SeeBuU.  No.  20. 
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centage  of  sucrose  therein  being  less.  The  agricultural  results,  how- 
ever, were  of  the  most  encouraging  nature,  showing  that  in  this 
locality  a  crop  of  sorghum  cane  can  be  grown  whicn  with  proper 
treatment  may  be  expected  to  yield  from  80  to  90  pounds  of  sugar 

er  ton  of  clean  cane.*  Not  only  were  the  actual  results  rendered  un- 
vorable  by  the  kind  of  battery  employed,  but  aside  from  this  for 
some  reason  the  centrifugals  used  proved  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to 
the  severe  task  impbsed  upon  them.  The  drying  of  sorghum  sugar 
is  at  b^st  a  dif&cult  task  and  only  the  best  approved  centrifugal  ap- 
paratus should  ever  be  emploved  for  this  purpose.  Had  the  battery 
at  Douglass  worked  successfully  much  delay  would  have  been  experi- 
enced m  the  manufacture  of  the  crop  by  the  imperfections  above 
noted  in  the  centrifugal  machines. 

Experiments  at  Sterling,  Kans, — At  the  very  beginning  of  my  con- 
nection with  the  experiments  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  sor- 
ghum I  realized  the  importance  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  cane 
to  be  used.  In  Bulletin  No.  3,  page  107,  I  made  the  following  state- 
ments: 

The  future  success  of  the  mdustry  depends  on  the  following  conditions,  viz: 
(1)  A  cajreful  selection  and  improvement  of  the  seed  with  a  view  of  increasing 
the  proportion  of  sucrose. 
03)  A  definition  of  geographical  Umits  of  successful  culture  and  manufacture. 
(8)  A  better  method  of  purifjring  the  juices. 

(4)  A  more  complete  separation  of  the  sugar  from  the  canes. 

(5)  A  more  complete  separation  of  the  sugar  from  the  molasses. 

(6)  A  systematic  utihzation  of  the  by-products. 

h)  A  careful  nutrition  and  improvement  of  the  soil. 

Improvement  by  seed  selection.— 1  am  fully  convinced  that  the  Government  should 
imd^take  the  experiments  which  have  in  view  the  increase  of  the  ratio  of  sucrose 
to  the  other  substances  in  the  juice.  These  experiments,  to  be  valuable,  must  con- 
tinue under  proper  scientific  direction  for  a  number  of  years.  The  cost  will  be  so 
great  that  a  private  citizen  will  hardly  be  willing  to  undertake  the  expense. 

The  history  of  the  improvement  in  the  sugar  beet  should  be  sufficient  to  encour- 
age all  similar  efforts  with  sorghum. 

The  original  forage  beet,  from  which  the  sugar  beet  has  been  developed,  contained 
only  6  or  6  per  cent,  of  sucrose.  The  sugar  beet  wiU  now  average  10  i)er  cent.*  of 
sucrose.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  few  years  of  careful  selection  may  secure  a  similar 
improvement  in  sorghum. 

It  would  be  a  long  step  toward  the  solution  of  the  problem  to  secure  a  sorghum 
that  would  average,  field  with  field,  12  per  cent,  sucrose  and  only  2  per  cent,  of 
other  sugars,  and  with  such  cane  the  great  difficulty  would  be  to  make  sirup  and 
not  sugar.  Those  varieties  and  individuals  of  each  variety  of  cane  which  show  the 
best  analytical  results  should  be  carefully  selected  for  seed,  and  this  selection  con- 
tinued until  accidental  variations  become  hereditary  qualities  in  harmony  with  the 
weU-known  principles  of  descent. 

ft  these  experiments  in  selection  could  be  made  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  especially  the  various  agricultural  stations  and  colleges,  they  would  have  addi- 
tional value  and  force.  In  a  country  whose  soil  and  climate  are  as  diversified  as  in 
this,  results  obtained  in  one  locaUty  are  not  always  reliable  for  another. 

If  some  unity  of  action  could  in  this  way  be  established  among  those  engaged  in 
agricultural  research  much  time  and  labor  would  be  saved  ana  more  valuable  re- 
sults obtained. 

In  a  summary  of  the  methods  which  I  have  advocated  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  sorghum  plant  I  said  in  an  address  before  the 
National  Sugar-Growers'  Association,  in  Saint  Louis,  in  February, 
1887,  that- 

Finally  our  experiments  have  taught  us  that  after  all  the  mechanical  difficulties 
which  have  been  enumerated  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  sorghum  have  been 
overcome,  the  industry  can  not  become  commercially  successful  imtil  the  scientific 

♦In  the  six  years  which  have  passed  since  the  above  was  written  the  sugar  beet 
has  been  still  further  improved  and  will  perhaps  show  12  per  cent,  of  sugar. 
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agronomiat  sucoeede  in  producing  a  sorghiun  plant  with  a  reasonably  high  and  uni- 
form content  of  sucrose  and  a  minimum  of  other  substances.  This  work  is  pecu- 
liarly the  function  of  our  agricultural  experiment  stations.  In  beet-sugar  producing 
coimtries  the  production  or  the  seed  for  planting  is  a  distinct  branch  of  the  indus* 
try.  So,  too,  it  must  be  with  sorghum.  A  careful  scientific  selection  of  the  seeds  of 
those  plants  showing  the  best  sugar-producing  quaUties,  their  proper  plaiiting  and 
cultivation,  a  wise  choice  of  locality  and  soil,  a  proiHJr  apprt'ciation  of  tlxe  best 
methods  of  culture,  these  are  all  factors  whicli  must  l>e  taken  into  consideration  in 
the  successful  solution  of  the  problem. 

It  was  with  this  purpose  in  view  that  I  made  the  arrangements 
with  the  Sterling  Sirup  Company  by  which  the  Dei)artment  assumed 
control  of  the  experiments  which  they  liad  made  in  the  cultivation 
of  different  varieties  of  sorghum.  At  the  time  this  arrangement 
was  made,  viz,  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  Mr.  A.  A.  Denton  was  al- 
ready in  charge  thereof  for  the  Sterling  Sirup  Company,  and  he  was 
appointed  by  you  to  continue  in  general  charge  under  tne  direction 
of  the  Department,  It  was  arranged  with  Mr.  Denton  that  the  gen- 
eral line  of  research  should  be  such  as  is  indicated  in  the  above  state- 
ments for  the  purpose  in  view.  The  chemists  who  were  sent  to  take 
charge  of  the  analytical  work  were  instructed  to  co-operate  with  Mr. 
Denton  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  favorable  results  and  to  make 
such  suggestions  as  might  seem  valuable  in  the  details  of  the  work, 
Mr.  Denton  was  requested  to  make  a  general  study  of  the  growth  of 
the  different  varieties  and  of  the  habits  of  each  one  with  reference 
to  its  fitness  as  a  sugar  plant.  The  most  promising  individuals  of 
each  variety  were  to  be  select-ed  for  experimental  purposes  and  those 
showing  the  highest  content  of  sucrose  with  the  lowest  content  of 
other  substances  were  to  be  preserved  for  future  planting.  The  able 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Denton  accomplished  this  work,  assisted  by 
the  chemists  of  the  Department,  will  be  found  in  his  detailed  report. 
I  regard  it  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  future  success  of  the 
industry  that  the  line  of  work  thus  commenced  by  the  Department 
should  be  continued. 

One  great  difficulty  with  which  we  have  to  contend  is  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  appropriations  made  for  the  experimental  work.  I  have 
called  attention  to  this  difficulty  in  former  reports,  and  I  wish  to  em- 
phasize the  matter  here.  The  fiscal  year  in  all  Government  affairs 
begins  on  the  1st  of  July.  For  investigations  in  agriculture  na 
more  unfortunate  bevinning  of  the  year  could  be  selected.  On  the 
1st  of  July  it  is  too  late  to  commence  experiments  for  that  season;  if 
these  experiments  be  postponed  until  the  next  season  arrangements 
can  be  maide  for  their  continuation  only  up  to  the  1st  of  next  July, 
and  thus  they  have  to  be  stopped  before  they  are  well  begun.  The 
difficulty  is  extremely  maniiest  in  the  present  instance.  The  wis- 
dom ana  value  of  continuing  the  experiments  at  Sterling  last  year 
will  be  denied  by  no  one.  Abundant  funds  are  left  over  from  the 
present  year's  appropriation  to  continue  the  experiments  for  another 
season.  It  is,  however,  unwise  to  make  any  arrangements  for  such 
work,  since  no  part  of  it,  except  that  which  will  be  let  out  by  contract, 
could  be  continued  after  the  1  st  of  July,  1889.  You  thiis  find  your  hand  a 
tied,  as  it  were,  by  the  unfortunate  disposition  of  the  experimental 
year,  which  has  to  begin  and  end  with  the  fiscal  year.  To  avoid  this 
difficulty,  which  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of  the  disasters 
which  have  attended  our  experiments  with  sorghum,  I  earnestly 
recommend  that  all  appropriations  for  field  and  manufacturing  ex- 
periments in  agricultural  matters  be  made  to  take  effect  from  the 
1st  of  January  each  year  instead  of  the  Ist  of  July. 
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POINTS  TO  BE  CONSIDKREP  IN  BUILDING  A  FACTORY, 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  both  for  the  iBdi\iduals  ancj  the 
industry,  that  intending  investors  in  the  sugar  business  should  care- 
fully consider  the  problem  presented  to  them  in  all  its  f  onus.  Failure 
is  not  only  a  personal  calamity  but  a  public  one,  in  that  it  deters 
capital  from  investment  in  an  industry  which,  properly  pursued, 
gives  promise  of  a  fair  interest  on  the  money  invested. 

Soil  and  climate, — The  importance  of  soil  and  climate  has  already 
been  discussed.  In  the  light  of  present  experience  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  a  soil  and  climate  similar  to  those  of  southern  and  west- 
ern Kansas  are  best  suited  to  the  culture  of  sorghum  for  sugar- 
making  purposes.  Further  investigations  may  show  that  Texas  and 
Louisiana  present  equally  as  favorable  conditions,  but  this  yet  awaitq 
demonstration.  Conditions  aj>proximately  similar  to  those  men- 
tioned can  doubtless  be  found  in  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  other  localities.  The  expectations  which  were  entert^iined 
and  positively  advocated  a  few  years  ago  of  the  establishment  of  a 
successful  sorghum  industry  in  the  great  maize  fields  of  the  country 
must  now  be  definitely  abandoned.  He  who  would  now  advise  the 
building  of  a  sor^hum-sugar  f ^tory  in  northern  Illinoifij.  Indiana, 
Iowa,  or  Wisconsin  would  either  betray  his  ignorance  or  his  malig- 
nity. A  season  of  manufacture,  reasonably  certain  for  sixty  days, 
is  cm  essential  conditiop  to  success  in  the  manufacture  of  sorghum 
sugar.  Early  frosts  falling  on  cane  still  immature,  or  a  freezing 
temperature  on  ripe  cane  followed  by  warm  weather  are  alike  fatal 
to  a  favorable  issue  of  the  attempt  to  make  sugar.  Sober  and  care- 
ful men  will  not  be  misled  by  tne  claims  of  the  enthusiast,  by  the 
making  of  a  few  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  in  Minnesota,  by  the 
graining  of  whole  barrels  of  molasses  in  Iowa.  Four  or  five  million 
acres  ofland  will  produce  all  the  sugar  this  country  can  consume  for 
many  years,  and  these  acres  shoulu  be  located  where  the  climatic 
conditions  are  most  favorable.  During  the  past  season  sorghum 
cane  matured  ^  far  north  as  Topeka,  but  in  1886  the  cane  crop  at 
Fort  Scott  was  ruined  by  a  heavy  frost  on  the  29th  of  September  and 
in  1885  a  like  misfortune  happened  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  on  the  4th  of 
October.  These  interesting  facts  show  that  these  points  are  on  the 
extreme  northern  limits  of  safety  for  sorghum-sugar  making,  and  the 
region  of  success  will  be  found  to  the  south  and  west  of  them. 

jNatural  fertility  of  soil  must  also  be  considered  as  well  as  favor- 
able climate.  The  sandy  pine  lands  of  North  Carolina  can  not  hope 
to  compete  with  the  rich  prairies  of  southwestern  Kansas  and  the 
Indian  Territory.  Indeed,  in  my  opinion,  the  last-named  locality, 
should  it  ever  be  opened  to  white  settlers,  is  destined  to  be  the  great 
center  of  the  sorghum-sugar  industry.  Nevertheless,  those  who  plant 
the  virgin  soils  of  this  great  Southwestern  empire  must  remember  that 
to  always  take  and  never  give  will  tire  the  most  patient  soils,  and  a  iust 
return  should  be  annually  made  to  the  willing  fields.  A  judicious 
fertilization,  rotation,  and  rest  will  not  only  preserve  the  natural 
fertility  of  the  fields,  but  give  even  a  richer  return  in  the  improved 
quality  of  the  cane  and  the  greater  tonnage  secured.  Perhaps  the 
most  sensible  solution  of  the  problem  of  the  disposition  of  the  waste 
chips  will  be  found  in  returning  them  to  the  soil.  These  chips  have 
a  positive  manurial  value  in  the  nitrogen  they  contain,  while  their 
merely  physical  effect  ou  the  soil  may  prove  of  the  highest  impor- 
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Water  supply. — The  misfortmies  which  have  attended  many  at- 
tempts in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  by  diffusion,  by  reason  of  an  imper- 
fect or  insufficient  water  supply,  are  a  sufficient  warning  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  careful  student.  Not  only  should  the  water  supply  be 
abundant  and  easily  accessible,  but  the  i)ortion  of  it  at  least  which  is 
to  be  used  in  the  battery  should  be  as  pure  as  possible.  The  presence 
of  carbonate  of  lime  and  other  carbonates  in  water  is  not  injurious, 
but  the  evil  effects  of  a  large  amount  of  other  kinds  of  mineral  mat- 
ter are  shown  in  the  data  from  Conway  Springs.  When  the  supply 
of  water  is  insufficient  it  has  been  customary  to  use  ponds  for  receiv- 
ing the  waste  from  the  factory,  so  that  it  may  be  used  a^ain.  This 
method  is  applicable,  if  care  be  taken  to  prevent  organic  matters, 
scums,  etc.,  Irom  entering  the  water  supply.  In  case  tnis  precaution 
is  not  taken  the  operator  of  the  factory  may  find  "himself  m  the  con- 
dition in  which  the  Department  was  placed  in  its  first  experiments  at 
Ottawa  and  Fort  Scott,  in  being  compelled  to  use  water  foul  and  pu- 
trescent. It  is  scarcely  safe  to  rely  upon  a  well  for  a  supply  of  wafer, 
especially  if  it  have  to  be  stmk  to  any  depth.  Where  pumping  ma- 
chinery must  be  placed  many  feet  below  the  surface,  as  in  the  cramped 
condition  which  attends  its  erection  in  a  well,  serious  difficulties  may 
arise  from  the  machinery  getting  out  of  order,  and  a  great  loss  of 
energy  may  ensue  from  the  necessity  of  lifting  the  water  te  a  great 
height.  In  all  cases  where  it  is  possible  a  running  stream  of  water 
should  be  selected  for  the  supi^y  and  the  factory  should  be  placed 
conveniently  near  its  banks.  The  importance  of  this  matter  is  em- 
phasized the  more  when  it  is  considered  that  the  most  favorable  local- 
ities for  sugar  making,  as  indicated  by  the  present  state  of  our  knowl-  " 
edge,  are  situated  in  regions  where  the  water  supply  is  notably  defi- 
cient; yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  even  in  southern  and  western 
Kansas  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  find  localities  for  the  erection  of  sugar 
factories  where  the  water  supply  is  certain  and  abundant.  In  the  light 
of  past  experience  it  is  not  probable  that  any  further  mistakes  wilibe 
made  in  this  direction.  Uareful  estimates  should  be  made  of  the 
quantity  of  water  required  and  absolute  certainty  should  be  secured 
of  the  supply  of  that  amount  of  water  and  even  of  a  much  j^eater 
amount  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  only  safety  will  be  f oimd  m  some 
such  plan  as  this. 

Proximity  of  cane-fields, — Another  point  which  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  the  location  of  a  factory  is  the  distance  which  the 
cane  is  to  be  transported.  This  is  a  matter  which  of  course  the 
farmers  raising  the  cane  are  more  interested  in  than  the  proprietors 
of  the  factory,  when  the  cane  is  crown  by  contract.  With  good 
roads,  in  a  level  country,  it  is  easy  to  draw  from  1^  to  2  tons  of  field 
cane  at  each  load.  The  average  price  which  is  paid  for  such  cane  at 
the  present  time  is  $2  per  ton.  It  is  evident  that  at  a  given  distance, 
varying  according  to  the  price  of  teams  and  labor  in  each  locality, 
the  cost  of  transportation  would  equal  the  total  receipts  for  the  cane; 
in  this  case  the  farmer  would  have  nothing  left  to  pay  for  the  raising 
of  the  cane  and  profit.  Evidently  true  economy,  from  an  agricult- 
ural point  of  view,  would  require  the  cane  to  be  grown  as  near  the 
factory  as  possible.  It  woula  be  well,  indeed,  if  all  the  cane  could 
be  grown  within  a  radius  of  a  mile  from  the  factory.  This  would 
give,  in  round  numbers,  2,000  acres  tributary  to  a  factory.  With  an 
ordinary  season  this  ought  to  produce  20,000  tons  of  cane.  The 
lengthening  of  the  radius  of  this  circle  by  one-half  mile  would  give 
the  greatest  distance  to  be  hauled  li  miles,  thus  vastly  increasing 
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the  surface  tributary  to  the  central  •factory.  It  is  true  that  at  the 
present  time  farmers  are  easily  found  who  are  willing  to  draw  their 
cane  4,  5,  and  even  6  miles,  but  this  condition  of  affairs  can  not  be 
continued  when  the  business  is  fully  established  and  the  factories  in 
sharp  competition  with  each  other.  In  case  the  exhausted  chips  are 
to  be  returned  to  the  soil  as  fertilizer  the  impjortance  of  a  centrally 
located  factory  as  described  is  doubly  emphasized. 

Fuel. — A  cheap  and  abundant  supply  of  fuel  is  not  less  important 
than  the  raw  material  to  be  manufactured  into  sugar.  As  far  as  the 
sorghum-sugar  industry  is  concerned  the  coal  which  is  used  for  fuel 
is  transported  almost  exclusively  by  rail.  In  locating  a  factory,  there- 
fore, both  for  convenience  of  shipping  the  product  and  for  receiving 
a  supply  of  fuel,  it  should  be  placed  sufficiently  near  a  railway  line 
to  enable  it  to  be  connected  therewith  by  a  switch.  It  is  better,  how- 
ever, that  the  switch  should  be  of  some  considerable  length  than  that 
the  water  supply  should  be  remote  or  the  cane  in  distant  fields. 

The  problem  of  burning  the  exhausted  chips  has  not  yet  been  suc- 
cessfully solved  and  I  douot  very  much  whether  it  will  be.  *  Save  the 
softening  which  the  chips  undergo  in  the  process  of  diffusion  the 
difficulty  of  expressing  the  water  from  them  is  as  great  as  that  of 
expressing  the  juice  from  fresh  chips.  Thus  to  dry  the  chips  suffi- 
ciently to  make  them  economical  for  fuel  would  require  a  vast  ex- 
penditure of  power  which  would  hardly  be  supplied  by  the  increased 
supply  of  steam  generated  by  their  combustion.  Exjjeriments  dur- 
ing the  season  of  1887-88  at  Magnolia  plantation,  Louisiana, showed • 
that  an  ordinary  cane-mill  was  poorly  adapted  to  the  pressure  of  ex- 
hausted cane  chips.  The  feeding  of  the  miU  was  difficult  and  the 
amount  of  fuel  produced  seemed  wholly  dispropbrtional  to  the  ex- 
pense of  preparing  it.  Ii>  has  been  proposed  to  try  the  process  used 
for  extracting  the  water  from  beet  pulp  for  the  purpose  oi  drying  sor- 
ghum chips.  There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  experience  of  the  beet- 
sugar  factories  to  warrant  the  belief  that  such  a  process  would  render 
the  chips  sufficiently  dry  to  burn.  Although  I  would  not  be  consid- 
ered as  discouraging  any  further  attempts  m  the  direction  of  prepar- 
ing sorghum  chips  tor  fuel,  I  must  be  allowed  to  express  the  belief 
that  for  some  time  to  come  coal  must  be  relied  upon  solely  for  this 
purpose. 

It  the  chips  are  to  be  successfully  burned  in  the  future,  we  may 
make  up  our  mind  that  it  will  have  to  be  done  by  previous  pressure 
in  mills  which  in  all  their  appointments  shall  be  as  strong  and  effi- 
cient as  those  which  have  been  in  use  for  expressing  the  juice  from 
cane.  It  can  not  be  hoped  that  these  chips  will  be  if  ade  sufficiently 
dry  by  exposing  them  to  the  sim,  and  m  artificial  desiccation  the 
amount  of  fuel  required  would  be  almost  as  great  as  that  used  in  the 
evaporation  of  the  original  juice.  It  is  claimed  that  at  Wonopringo, 
in  Java,  as  reported  in  the  New  Orleans  Item  of  December  16, 
1888,  the  Fives-Lille  Company  has  succeeded  in  drying  the  chips  by 
passing  them  through  two  powerful  three-roll  mills ;  and  that  the 
chips  thus  dried  do  not  contain  more  than  55  per  cent,  of  moisture 
and  burn  readily  in  an  automatic  furnace  invented  by  Godillot.  If  it 
be  assumed  that  100  pounds  of  chips  contain  10  pounds  of  combusti- 
ble matter  it  is  seen  that  nearly  80  potmds  of  water  will  have  to  be 
expressed  therefrom  before  they  are  fit  for  fuel.     I  am  doubtful 

*  Experiments  made  smce  the  above  was  written  seem  mate  favorable  to  the  soc- 
cessfuf  burning  of  tlie  chips. 
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Whether  such  a  process  will  prove  profitable  saVe  in  countries  whete 
Jnel  is  very  dear  as  it  is  in  Java  and  Cuba. 

Cost  of  factory, — It  is  an  almost  uniycrsf^eiperience  that  the  actual 
cost  of  a  sugar  factory  is  underestimated  by  those  who  tmdertake  its 
erection.  Many  of  the  disasters  which  have  attended  the  manufact- 
ure of  sorghum  sugar  have  been  due  to  a  miscalculation  of  the  cost 
of  the  apparatus  necessary  for  the  purpose.  It  is  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  avoid!^  mistakes  of  this  kind,  ana  before  undertaking  the  erection 
of  a  factory  to  fully  understand  the  amount  of  outlay  which  will  be 
required.  The  cost  of  a  factory  will  of  course  vary  according  to  its 
capacity  and  the  character  of  the  machinery  and  building  erected. 
In  my  opinion  there  is  little  economy  in  using  cheap  machinery, 
hastily  and  poorly  put  together.  Success  is  morelikely  to  be  obtained 
by  using  the  very  best  machinery  which  has  been  devised  for  sugar- 
making  purposes,  and  erecting  it  in  a  lasting  and  substantial  manner. 
The  economy  which  is  secured  in  operating  such  machinery  far  ex- 
ceeds that  which  would  be  obtained  by  erecting  a  cheaper  plant. 
The  character  of  the  plant  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration;  it 
should  be  sufficiently  large  to  allow  a  proper  distribution  of  all  parts 
of  the  machinery  without  crowding,  and  sufficiently  strong  to  affofd 
a  proper  support  for  such  portions  thereof  as  may  rest  upon  it*  Due 
regard  shoiud  also  be  paid  to  risks  of  fire,  and  that  portion  of  the  fac- 
tory especially  exposed  to  such  dangers  should  be  made  as  nearly  as 
possible  fire-proor.    The  plans  and  specifications  for  all  the  machinery 

•should  be  carefully  prepared  under  the  direction  of  a  competent  en- 
gineer and  architect,  and  the  machinery  furnished  by  manufacturing 
firms  whose  experience  an4  reputation  are  a  guaranty  of  the  excel- 
lence of  their  work.  For  a  complete  factory  capable  of  working  200 
tons  per  day  the  cost  may  be  estimated  at  $60,000  for  a  minimum  and 
$100,000  for  a  maximum,  the  difference  being  caused  by  the  elaborate- 
ness of  the  work.  This  may  seem  a  large  sum,  but  at  is  highly  im^ 
portant  that  intending  investors  should  know  the  magnitude  of  the 
undertaking  which  they  propose*  An  estimate  which  exceeds  the 
actual  outlay  by  $10,000  will  be  far  more  satisfactory  to  all  parties 
concerned  than  one  which  falls  short  of  it  by  the  same  amount. 

Technical  and  chemical  controL — The  manufacture  of  sugar  from 
sorghum  is  no  mysterious  process  known  only  to  one  or  two  persons 
as  attempts  have  beenmaoe  to  establish;  nevertheless,  it  must  be  un- 
derstood that  without  experience  in  the  manufacture  of  su^af  the 
most  competent  engineer  may  fail.  It  is  best,therefore,  that  intend- 
ing investors  understand  this  beforehand  that  they  may  be  able  to 
secure  some  on*  to  take  charge  of  the  manufacture  of  sugar  who 
thoroughly  understands  the  needs  of  the  business  and  has  had  some 
experience  in  the  conduct  thereof.  Perhaps  there  are  not  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  such  men  now  in  the  United  States,  but  their  num- 
ber will  be  largely  increased  within  a  short  time.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  tne  number  of  factories  which  could  be  successfully 
operated  in  the  next  year  or  two  is  lirnited,  and  this  fact  should  be 
taken  into  careful  consideration  by  those  intending  to  invest  money 
in  the  business.     An  intelligent  young  man  of  good  education,  with 

^  quick  perceptions  and  of  industrious  habits,  would  be  able  in  one 
year,  with  a  sorghum-sugar  factory,  to  obtain  a  knowledge  which 
would  enable  him  to  take  charge  of  a  factory  with  some  degree  of 
success  on  his  own  responsibility.  One  object  which  the  Depart- 
ment has  had  in  view  in  its  experiments  has  been  in  having  them 
open  not  only  to  public  inspection  but  to  careful  technical  study  to 
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such  persons  as  chose  to  make  the  attempt.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  at;  least  one  company,  who,  throti;?h  the  courtesy  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture,  was  permitted  to  use  a  large  amount  of 
machinery  belonging  to  the  Department,  have  so  far  forgotten  their 
obligations  to  thepiiblic  as  to  refuse  permission  for  a  technical  study 
and  report  on  their  operations  during  the  past  year.  Public  property 
is  devoted  to  a  poor  purpose  when  used  in  sucn  a  manner. 

The  importance  of  chemical  control  of  the  manufacturing  work  is 
so  evident  that  I  need  not  dwell  upon  it  long.  The  vagaries  of  the 
sorghum  plant  are  so  pronounced  as  to  regliire  the  careful  supervis- 
ion of  the  chemist  at  all  times.  In  localities  not  far  removed  differ- 
ences in  Jhe  character  of  the  sorghum  are  most  marked,  aa  illustrated 
by  the  data  obtained  at  Conway  Springs  and  Douglass,  Kans.,  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  To  determine  the  fitness  of  the  cane  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  sugar,  control  the  workings  of  the  factory,  and  find  and 
remove  the  sources  of  loss  in  the  sugar-house  are  duties  which  can 
be  committed  only  to  the  chemist.  For  many  jrears  at  least  this  chem- 
ical supervision  will  be  necessary  and  its  utility  will  always  con- 
tinue. 

t>R0GRESS  OF  DIFFUSION  WITH  SUGAR  CANE. 

Two  plantations  are  using  the  process  of  diffusion  during  the  pres- 
ent season  for  the  extraction  of  sugar  from  sugar  cane.  These  are 
"Sugar  Land"  plantation  of  Colonel  Cunningham  in  Texas,  and 
the  Magnolia  plantation  of  Governor  Warmoth  in  Louisiana.  The 
latest  reports  from  the  **  Sugar  Land  "  plantation  I  found  in  the  If-em 
of  December  15,  1888.  At  that  time  it  is  reported  that  over  3,0(H),000 
pounds  of  sugar  had  been  made  and  the  diffusion  battery  was  work- 
ing up  from  300  to  350  tons  of  cane  a  day.  It  is  also  reported  that 
an  average  of  194  pounds  of  sugar  is  made  per  ton.  From  the  anal- 
yses of  the  cane  reported  in  the  Item  of  ISTovember  28,  1888,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  juice  nas  about  12  per  cent,  of  crystallieable  sugar.  The 
success  of  the  opei-ation  seems  to  be  fully  assured. 

The  working  of  the  battery  at  Magnolia  is  also  satisfactory.  The 
analysis  of  the  cane  sl^)ws  that  it  is  extremely  rich  in  sugar.  In  the 
Item  of  December  4^  it  is  reported  that  the  juice  contained  13.7  to  16.6 
per  cent,  of  sugar.  A  polarization  had  been  made  showing  as  high 
ad  19.2  per  cent. 

Under  date  of  December  9,  Mr.  G.  L.  Spencer  writes  as  follows: 

Dilution  Is  working  to  every  one's  satisfaction.  We  have  had  a  great  many  de* 
teiys,  aknost  all  of  wliich  were  caused  by  the  Yaryan  quadruple-effect  pan.  Gov- 
<Mtiior  Warmoth  had  tlie  apparatus  overhauled  this  morning  and  found  that  the 
esthaust  pipe  from  the  puiup  opens  into  the  second  effect,  making  a  pressure  pan  of 
this  when  working  witli  more  tlian  3  or  4  pounds  of  steam.  This  defect  has  been 
t^nnedied  and  we  hope  everything  will  be  all  ri^ht  now.  The  cutter  gave  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  at  fii*st,  so  much  that  we  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  abandon 
\k.  Finally  two  holes  cut  in  the  side  of  the  casting  opposite  the  cutting  disk  reheved 
it,  do  now  it  is  working  well.  We  can  cut  a  cell  of  chips  avera^ng  2,864  pounds  in 
MVen  and  one-half  minutes.  The  dilution  wiU  probably  surprise  you.  I  intended 
starting  with  a  dilution  of  38  per  cent.,  but  by  a  mistake  in  measurement  1  started 
With  60  per  cent.  With  50  per  cent,  dilution  we  left  from  .28  to  .70  per  cwit.  sucrose 
itt  the  chip  jtiic^.  I  gradually  reduced,  the  dilution  until  it  dropped  to  14.8  per  c^nt. , 
leaving  anout  .70  to  1  per  cent,  of  sucrose  in  the  exhausted  chip  juices.  We  have 
finaUy  commencM  running  with  a  dilution  of  21  per  cent.,  leaving  .42  per  cent,  of 
sucrose  in  th^  exhausted  chip  juices.  W^ith  puli)ed  cane,  such  as  Hughes  s  apparatus 
givw,  I  would  be  willing  to  guaranty  a  dilution  of  only  18  per  cent  and  to  leave  less 
tiian  ^50  per  cent,  of  sugar  in  the  exhausted  chips.  We  tried  the  use  of  lime  in  the 
cells.  Pi^ticMly  when  making  white  sugar  we  can  not  work  the  baUery  hot  enough 
to  obtain  clean  juice.    We  try  to  keep  the  battery  at  about  90"  C. 
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Further  experiments  have  also  been  in  the  application  of  diffusion 
to  sugar  cane  Dv  Prof.  W.  C.  Stubbs  at  the  Kenner  sugar  experiment 
station.  A  full  report  of  this  work  will  be  published  in  a  forthcom- 
ing bulletin  of  that  station.  In  the  Louisiana  Planter  and  Sugar 
Mannfactwrer  of  December  1, 1888,  a  report  is  found  on  a  part  of  th9 
work  done.  As  high  as  240  pounds  of  sugar  have  been  obtained  i)er 
ton  of  cane.  The  results  of  the  work  are  in  every  way  encourag- 
ing. 

From  the  above  it  is  seen  that  diffusion  with  sugar  cane  is  an  as- 
sured success  and  we  may  expect  to  see  it  gradually  displacing  the 
milling  process  throughout  tne  sugar-producing  world. 

The  use  of  lime  in  the  diffusion  battery, — The  use  of  carbonate  of 
lime  in  the  diffusion  battery  and  the  patent  obtained  for  this  process 
by  Prof.  Magnus  Swenson  are  fully  discussed  in  Bulletin  No.  17,  pp. 
61  et  seq. 

Since  the  publication  of  this  bulletin  and  Bulletin  No.  14,  further 
experiments  at  Conway  Springs  have  demonstrated  that  the  method 
originally  proposed  by  me  for  the  use  of  lime  to  prevent  inversion 
in  the  battery  by  evenly  distributing  finely  divided  lime  upon  the 
fresh  chips  has  proved  satisfactory.  An  apparatus  constructed  by 
Mr.  E.  W.  Demmg  succeeded  fairly  well  in  evenly  distributing  over 
all  the  chips  entering  the  cell  the  lime  in  such  fine  state  of  division 
as  to  prevent  any  portion  of  the  contents  of  the  cell  from  becoming 
alkaline.  The  lime  was  prepared  by  air  slaking  and  sifting  through 
a  fine  sieve  into  a  barrel  covered  by  a  cloth  to  protect  the  laborer. 

During  the  past  year  the  use  of  lime  in  the  diffusion  battery  for 
clarifying  the  juices  has  received  a  good  deal  of  attention.    The  first 

Serson  who  proposed  this  process  and  took  out  a  patent  upon  it  was 
[r.  O.  B.  Jennings.  Letters  patent  No.  287644,  dated  October  30, 
1883,  were  issued  to  Mr,  Jennings  on  an  application  filed  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1883.    Following  is  an  abstract  of  Mr.  Jennings's  patent : 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Orlando  B.  Jennings,  of  Honey  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Wal- 
worth and  State  of  Wisconsin,  have  invented  certain  new  and  useful  improvements 
in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  sugar-cane,  sorghum,  maize,  and  other  plants  of 
which  the  foUowinc;  is  a  mil,  clear,  and  exact  descriptigb: 

This  invention  relates  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  different  sugar-produc- 
ing plants,  including  sugar-cane,  maple,  sorghiun,  and  maize;  but  it  has  more  espe- 
cial reference  to  defecating  the  juice  in  the  stalks  of  sugar-cane,  sorghum,  and 
maize  and  extracting  the  juice  from  the  residue  or  bagasse  for  subsequent  boiling 
into  sugar  and  sirup. 

In  making  sugar  from  sugar-producing  plants  with  my  invention,  it  is  my  purpose 
to  extract  and  utilize  all  of  the  saccharine  juice  and  to  obtain  entire  control  of  its 
defecation,  so  as  to  make  a  sirup  free  fi-om  foreign  matter  and  elements  of  fer- 
mentation. By  it  the  juice  in  evaporating  is  free  from  skimmings  or  precipitates 
that  arie  always  liberated  in  the  oroinary  method  of  extracting,  which  waste  my  in- 
vention avoids. 

Applied  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  cane  and  other  stalks  the  invention 
consists  in  a  process  of  preparing  said  stalks  for  the  more  perfect  extraction  of  the 
juice  by  reducing  the  same  to  a  finely-comminuted  or  dust-like  condition,  and 
whereby  the  juice  cells  are  thoroughly  crushed  and  ruptured.  This  part  of  the  in- 
vention also  includes  a  combination  of  circular  saws,  forming  a  compound 'saw,  for 
reducing  the  canes  or  stalks  to  such  finely-conmiinuted  condition,  likewise  sprink- 
ling or  mixing  with  said  dust,  before  defecation,  dry  lime  or  lime  whitewash  in 
powder.  Such  lime  combines  vnth  the  acid  in  the  dust,  and  upon  suitable  applica- 
tion of  heat  to  the  whole  forms  double  precipitation  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Furthermore,  the  invention  consists  m  a  process  of  precipitating  the  matter  in 
the  cane- juice  cells  and  cane  pulp,  or  in  the  juice  of  any  sugar-producing  plant, 
however  obtained,  by  exposing  the  juice  or  material  under  treatment  to  a  tempenir 
ture  of  over  212**  Fahr.,  and  subsequentiy  removing  the  juice  from  the  woody  or 
precipitated  matter  by  washing  the  same  with  currents  of  water.    In  carrying  out 
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this  part  of  the  invention  I  use  a  cylinder  or  other  suitable  vessel  in  which  the  tem- 
perature is  raised  to  the  required  degree  (about  212**  Fahr.)  for  defecation  and  precipi- 
tation of  the  matter  capable  of  being  precipitated,  whetiier  the  same  be  contained 
in  su|2;ar-cane,  sorghum,  and  maize  stalks,  reduced  to  dust  or  not,  or  in  any  saccha- 
rine juice,  including  maple  sap, the  temperature  varying  from  228"  to  267*  Fahr.,  ac- 
cording to  the  ripeness  of  the  material  imder  treatment  and  other  conditions.  This 
vessel  IS  suitably  constructed  or  provided  with  means  to  admit  of  the  introduction 
of  the  material  to  be  treated;  also,  to  provide  for  the  forcing  out  of  the  exhausted 
bag^asse  or  refuse,  and  for  the  introduction  of  steam  while  and  after  charging  it; 
likewise,  steauLto  act  upon  the  condensed  water  and  released  juice  and  force  them 
out  through  a  filter.  Means  are  also  provided  for  running  the  wash  water  from  a 
series  of  tonks  in  succession  through  said  vessel,  to  act  ui)on  the  charge  therein, 
and  an  arrangement  of  defecating-tank  connections  for  introducing  scum,  sedi- 
ment, and  sweet  wash- water  upon  a  succeeding  charge. 

In  the  process  of  extracting  the  saccharine  matter  of  cane,  the  mixing  with  the 
comminuted  cane,  before  the  passage  of  the  same  into  the  diffusing  apparatus  and 
the  defecating  oi  the  same,  of  dry  lime  or  lime  whitewash,  whereby  tne  material 
will  be  thoroughly  defecated  without  the  liability  of  the  admixture  therewitli  of  the 
precipitate  of  the  lime,  substantially;  as  described. 

The  combination,  with  the  diffusing  tank  of  one  or  more  def eca  ting  tanks  to 
which  the  juice  is  delivered  from  the  diffusing  tank,  and  pipes  provided  with  valves 
for  drawing  the  skimmings,  settlings,  and  sweet  water  from  said  defecating  tank 
or  tanks  and  passii^g  the  same  into  the  diffusing  tank  or  vessel,  essentially  as  and 
for  the  purposes  herein  set  forth. 

In  combination  with  the  defecating  tank,  diffusing  tank,  and  a  suitable  evapor- 
ator, the  settling  tank  provided  with  a  discharge  pipe  for  running  the  juice  into  evap- 
orator, and  with  mescns  for  passing  its  sediment  into  the  ciiffusing  tank,  substan- 
tially as  described. 

It  is  seen  that  Mr.  Jennings  makes  a  broad  claim  for  the  applica- 
tion of  the  process  of  clarincation  in  the  diffusion  apparatus  for  all 
sugar-producing  plants.  Mr.  Jennings  has  claimed  tnat  the  process 
devised  by  the  Department  for  the  use  of  lime  to  prevent  inversion 
in  the  battery  is  an  infringement  on  his  method.  Any  one  who  will 
carefully  examine  Mr.  Jennings's  claim,  as  set  forth  by  himself  in  his 
application  for  a  patent,  will  see  that  the  two  processes  are  entirely 
dinerent  not  onlv  in  principle  but  in  the  method  of  application. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Rural  World,  published  on  the  13th  of  December, 
1888,  I  endeavor  to  make  this  matter  clear.  .Following  is  a  copy  of  the 
letter: 

WAsraNGTON,  D.  C,  December  1, 1888. 
Editor  Rural  World'. 

I  have  read  in  the  Rural  World  of  the  23d  of  November  the  letter  from  O.  B. 
Jennings,  of  Grover,  Ck>lo.,  in  regard  to  his  patent  for  clarifying  cane  juices  in  the 
diffusion  battery. 

Mr.  Jennings  is  laboring  under  the  mistake  that  I  have  been  using  his  process  and 
spending  five  years  on  what  he  showed  me  how  to  do  at  first.  Tjois  is  a  complete 
misapprehension  of  the  case.  I  have  never  denied  to  Mr.  Jennings  the  honor  of  in- 
ventmg  the  method  of  clarifying  cane  juices  in  the  diffusion  battery;  in  fact,  long 
before  his  letter  in  your  paper  appeared  I  wrote  a  note  to  the  New  Orleans  City 
Item,  specificallv  claiming  for  him  the  honor  of  the  invention  which  had  been  at- 
tributea  to  another  source. 

It  is  important  to  sugar-makers,  either  present  or  prospective,  to  know  tl^e  follow- 
ing points,  viz: 

(1)  The  process  of  using  carbonate  of  lime  in  the  diffusion  battery  is  a  patented 
process  which  can  only  be  used  under  royalty  or  by  permission  of  the  inventor,  Pro- 
leesor  Swcnson. 

(2)  The  process  of  clarifying  the  cane  juices  in  the  diffusion  batterv  is  a  patented 
process  and  can  only  be  employed  under  royalty  or  by  permission  of  the  inventor, 
Mr.  O.  B.  Jennings,  of  Grover,  CJolo. 

(8)  The  use  of  dry  lime  or  hme  in  any  form  in  the  diffusion  battery  to  prevent  in- 
version is  a  process  devised  by  the  Department  of  Agricrulture  and  offerea  free  to  all 
sugar-growers  in  this  coimtry.  Under  proper  chemical  control  it  is  more  efficient 
than  the  use  of  carbonate  of  ume. 
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I  \v^lll  say  further  that  I  have  never  tried  in  any  way  to  use  Mr.  Jennings's  i^-oceBs, 
since  in  an  ordinary  diffusion  battery  it  woiild  be  wholly  impossible  to  do  so.    The 
high  temperature  which  he  retjuiresfor  the  proper  clarification  of  the  juices  would 
render  the  circulation  of  the  Hquid  in  the  battery  almost  impo^lble. 
Respectfully, 

H.  W.  WlLEV» 

Chemist. 

The  process  of  tising  lime  in  the  diffusion  battery  for  clarifying 
purposes  it  is  claimed  has  been  successfully  practiced  in  Java  and 
Australia* 

Prof.  W.  C.  Stttbbs  has  also  used  it  with  success  at  the  sugar  ex- 
periment station  at  Kenner,  La. 

Col.  E.  H.  Cunningham,  of  Sartartia,  Tex.,  has  also  used  the  pro- 
cess "With  success,  as  indicated  by  the  following  letter  from  him  pub- 
lished in  the  Louisiana  Planter  ot  December  1,  1888: 

My  diffusion  battery  is  now  working  nicely,  and  I  am  \^ry  much  gratified  at  the 
results  obtained.  Diffusion  is  a  success  bevond  a  doubt.  I  am  now  working  sugars 
by  running  the  juice  direct  from  the  dirfusion  cells  to  thp  double  effects  without 
any  clarification,  except  using  a  little  lime  in  the  diffusion  cells. 

1  shall  be  glad  to  have  a  visit  from  you  or  any  of  your  friends  who  feel  an  interest 
in  diffusion. 

The  process  of  ordinary  clarification  in  my  opinion  is  more  favor- 
able to  the  production  of  a  pure  sugar  than  any  fotm  of  clarification 
in  the  cells  of  the  battery.  The  process  as  practiced  at  Kenner  and 
Sugar  Lands,  however,  differs  from  that  described  by  Mr.  Jennings 
in  working  at  a  lower  temperature. 

COMPARISONS  OF   TOtAL    SOLIDS    DETERMINED    BY  SACCHAROMETER 

AND  DIRECT  DRYING. 

thiring  the  season  of  1887  I  instructed  the  chemists  at  the  Fort 
Scott  station  to  make  a  series  of  comparisons  between  the  total  solids 
as  determined  by  our  standard  saccharometer  and  by  direct  weighing. 
The  desiccations  were  to  be  made  in  flat  dishes  partly  filled  witn 
loose  asbestos  or  clean  sand^  The  purity  coefficient  of  the  juice  as 
shown  by  the  spindles  appeared  too  low  to  permit  so  large  a  yield  of 
dry  sugar.  As  was  expected,  the  total  solicfs  as  determined  by  direct 
weighing  were  found  considerably  less  than  were  indicated  by  the 
spindles.  The  ratio  of  each  variation  was  not  the  same,  but  a  large 
number  of  determinations  established  a  mean  rate  of  variation  which 
will  make  it  possible  to  approximately  correct  the  reading  of  the 
common  spindle.  At  Magnolia  last  year  similar  experiments  were 
made  with  the  iuices  of  ihe  sugar  cane,  but  these  were  not  extensive 
enough  to  fix  tne  rate  of  variation  for  those  juices.  i^oUowing  is 
a  record  of  some  of  the  work  done  here: 

Comparison  of  total  solids. 


No. 

6oa» 

6065 
6070 
6074 
6075 
60W 
6079 
6081 
6083 

Total  soUds 
by  spkidld. 

Total  solids 
dried  in  dish. 

DUference. 

Total  solids 
in  hydrogen. 

Difference. 

Per  cent. 
12.60 
15.  a) 

13  30 

Per  cent. 
Il.d8 
Id.  54 

19  «7 

.(ft 
.66 
.83 
.72 
.46 
.45 
.58 
.50 
.26 

Per  cent. 

12.JJ0                  11.48 
11.50                  11.04 
13.80  1               12.85 
12.80                 11.77 
12.  ,50                  12.00 
16  30                 1A  01 

10.  M 
10.84 

1.36 
.TO 

11.69 
n.66 

:S 
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The  determinations  in  hydrogen  were  made  in  a  sj>ecially  con^ 
stmcted  apparatus  consisting  or  a  glass  cylinder  furnished  with  a* 
glass  stopper  carrying  two  tubes  with  stop-cocks  for  displacing  the 
air  with  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen.  The  juice  was  absorbed  oy  a 
dried^paper  coil  and  supported  in  the  cylinder  on  a  disk  of  wire  gauze 
resting  on  a  lead  tripod.  The  cylinder  contained  25  c.  c.  of  strong 
sulphuric  acid.  The  cylinder  carrying  the  coil  was  placed  in  a  steam 
batli  filled  with  dried  hydrogen  at  lOC^.  The  stop-cocks  were  then 
closed  and  the  whole  apparatus  left  at  the  temperature  of  the  steam 
for  five  hours.  The  sulphuric  acid  absorbed  all  the  moisture,  and 
after  cooling  and  filling  the  cylinder  with  dried  air  the  coil  was  re- 
moved and  weighed  in  a  closed  holder. 

The  determinations  in  flat  dishes  were  made  by  drying  2.5  to  3 
grams  of  the  juice  at  102°  for  five  hours.  Scarcely  any  difference 
was  noticed  between  the  results  given  by  the  plain  aishes  and  those 
filled  with  sand  or  asbestos,  except  in  the  worK  at  Conway  Springs. 

In  the  determinations  made  here  in  plain  dishes  the  percentage  of 
total  solids  was  4.68  per  cent,  less  than  by  the  spindle.  In  the  de* 
terminations  in  hydrogen  they  were  G.94  per  cent.  less.  The  deter- 
minations in  hydrogen,  therefore,  will  show  2.26  per  cent,  less  total 
solids,  calculated  on  the  number  given  by  the  spindle,  than  those 
obtained  by  drying. 

.  At  Douglass,  Kans.,  the  normal  juice,  calculated  on  the  data  fur- 
nished by  the  spindle,  showed  a  loss  of  8.61  per  cent,  in  total  solids 
when  dried  in  open  dishes. 

At  Conway  Springs  this  loss  in  plain  dishes  was  7.24  per  cent.,  and 
in  asbestos  8.23  per  cent. 

With  diffusion  juices  these  losses  were  for  Douglass,  11.34  per  cent., 
and  for  Conway  Springs,  9.67  per  cent,  in  plain  dishes  and  10.83  per 
cent,  in  asbestos. 

The  mean  loss  for  normal  juices  at  Douglass  and  Conway  Springs 
was  8.36  per  cent. 

For  the  diffusion  juices  the  mean  loss  was  10.61  per  cent. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  a  saccharometer  of  the  standard  Brix 
variety  as  standardized  by  pure  cane-sugar  solution  must  be  cor- 
rected by  fully  10  per  cent,  of  its  readings  in  order  to  give  an  ap- 
proximately true  indication  of  the  total  solids  found  in  the  diffusion 
juice  of  Kansas  sorghum.  For  sorghum  grown  in  New  Jersey, 
which  was  the  source  of  most  of  the  juices  examined  here,  the  cor- 
rection will  be  only  about  7  per  cent* 

I  am  having  constructed  some  saccharometers  with  scale  to  read 
as  indicated  by  the  above  corrections. 

The  apparent  purities  of  the  sorghum  iuices  will  be  considerably 
raised  by  this  correction.  Thus  at  Douglass  the  purity  of  th^  nor- 
mal juice  is  raised  from  59.63  per  cent,  to  65.31  per  cent.,  and  at 
Conway  Springs  from  66.70  to  72.76  per  cent.  The  purity  of  the 
diifusion  juices  of  the.  two  localities  is  raised  from  58.59  to  66.86 
per  cent,  and  62.92  to  71.13  per  cent.,  respectively. 

SUMMARY. 

It  has  been  my  duty  during  the  past  few  years  to  report  the  facts 
concerning  the  sorghum  industry  as  they  were  developed  by  the  re- 
searches of  the  Department  and  of  others.  These  facts  have  been  of 
a  varied  nature;  sometimes  they  have  been  favorable  to  the  industry 
and  sometimes  unfavorable,  but  in  all  cases  they  have  been  fully  set 
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forth  and  commented  on  in  the  light  of  the  knovvledge  at  hand.  In 
.these  investigations  I  have  been  unmoved  by  the  abuse  of  interested 
parties  which  I  have  received  on  account  of  my  unwillingness  to 
conceal  the  weak  points  of  sorghum.  It  was  thought  when  Bulletin 
No.  18  was  issued  that  the  experimental  work  on  the  part  of  the  De- 
partment with  sorghum  was  finished,  and  in  that  bulletin  a  summary 
was  made  of  the  investigations  conducted  in  the  United  States  during 
the  past  twenty-five  years.  In  that  bulletin  I  expressed  the  belief 
that  with  cane  as  rich  as  had  been  prQduced  in  Kansas  on  a  large 
scale  it  was  probably  that  a  yield  of  from  80  to  90  pounds  of  sugar 
per  ton  of  clean  cane  can  be  secured.  "J^he  results  of  the  past  year 
confirm  me  in  this  opinion,  and  indicate  that  with  wise  management 
and  careful  control,  and  proper  selection  of  locality,  the  sorghum- 
sugar  industry  may  be  financially  successful.  In  previous  pages  I 
have  endeavored  to  set  forth  carefully  some  of  the  things  whicn  must 
be  considered  in  order  to  secure  the  above  result;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  my  individual  opinion  is  simply  based  upon  the  study 
of  the  facts  which  have  been  set  forth.  These  data  are  accessible  to 
every  one  who  cares  to  make  a  careful  study  of  the  subject,  and  there- 
fore each  one  interested  has  every  opportunity  to  form  his  own  opin- 
ion concerning  the  matter.  Since  it  is  my  Dusiness  to  investigate 
rather  than  to  theorize  I  have  contented  myself  chiefly  with  reporting 
facts  rather  than  expounding  theories. 

ABSTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  H.  A.  HUOHSa 

Rio  Gbandb,  N.  J. 

The  whole  season  of  this  year  has  been  devoted  entirely  to  experimental  work, 
with  the  object  of  securing  additional  light  on  crop-growing,  manufacturing,  and 
commercial  problems. 

The  past  season  was  the  end  of  a  series  of  crop-growing,  covering  a  period  of  nine 
years,  and  fuUy  confirmed  the  fact  that  the  safe  time  for  planting  Orange  cane,  af- 
ter allowing  for  variations  of  climate,  had  passed. 

Analyses, 


DescripUon. 


Amber 

EoDsaa  Omage 
Late  Orange  . . . 


Sacroee. 


Percent. 
7.85 
8.47 
6.74 


Brix. 


18.70 
14.21 
18.01 


Purity. 


53.00 
59.60 
68.80 


The  limit  of  ciystallization  can  be  marked  at  55  per  cent,  purity.  Crystals  can  be 
formed  below  this  degree,  but  they  are  difficult  to  separate  m  the  centrifugals. 

The  Late  Orange  was  mostly  below  the  crystallization  point,  and  although  crystals 
were  attempted  by  the  sugar-maker,  in  order  to  find  out  the  limit  at  whicn  graining 
takes  place,  and  several  pans  were  actually  grained,  the  grains  were  so  small  that 
conclusions  were  reached  adverse  to  the  boiling  for  su^^  of  such  material. 

The  following  deductions  are  made  from  the  analysis  of  more  than  88,000  tons  of 
cane,  and  cover  a  period  of  nine  years.  This  table  will  be  found  convenient  for  ref- 
erence, under  the  heading  of  season  1880  to  1888,  inclusive.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  these  facts  will  onlv  strictly  apply  to  this  climate  and  this  soil;  but  until  it  can 
be  proved  that  they  will  not  api>lv  elsewhere,  it  will  serve  as  a  guide,  and  should  be 
interpreted  by  taking  into  consideration  the  fertilizers  used,  me  variations  of  the 
seasons,  and  the  nature  of  the  plant. 

Season  1880. 

Ripening  of  the  cane  was  traced  with  the  polariscope,  and  when  14  per  cent,  of 
sugar  was  reached  cutting  be^^an;  and  during  the  short  time  required  to  harvest  it 
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no  damage  was  received  from  winds  or  frosts.  The  juice  was  reduced  to  semi-sirup 
in  an  open  evaporator,  and  three  weeks  later  was  shipped  to  Philadelphia  and 
worked  for  sugar,  marking  firsts,  seconds,  and  tliirds.  The  cane  was  p^ted  in 
hills  4  feet  apart,  and  sufficient  plant  food  used. 

The  impression  made  by  this  crop  was  that  rich  cane  could  easil  v  be  grown  on 
poor  lancC  and  that  with  a  little  more  fertilizing  large  crops  could  be  made.  It 
nas  suice  been  found  by  long  and  costly  cxpenment  that  all  the  conditions  for 
Amber  cane  were  most  favorable  excepting  that  a  large  tonnage  could  only  have 
been  secuved  by  proportionately  fertilizing. 

Season  1881. 

Farmers  raised  the  entire  crop.  The  acreage  was  not  known.  It  was  proved 
this  year  that  with  seed  from  the  same  lot  some  farmers  grew  cane  14  per  cent,  of 
sugar  in  the  juice,  while  others  grew  it  with  only  6  per  cent.  Many  coniecturee 
were  made,  and  the  impression  prevailed  that  some  lands  were  suitable  llor  cane 
And  others  unsuitable.  It  was,  however,  apparent  that  all  who  had  ihe  best  repu- 
tations for  farming  raised  the  highest  testing  canes. 

Season  1883. 

Cane  was  grown  by  the  company.  Pacific  guano  high  in  nitrogen  was  used,  and 
only  Amber  cane  was  planted.  The  Late  Orange  cane  was  grown  only  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  supply  seed  for  the  next  year.  The  nitrogen  had  the  effect  to  keep  the 
cane  leaves  green  for  a  long  time,  and  even  after  frosts  the  cane  remained  in  good 
condition,  and  was  on  November  4  higher  in  sugar  than  on  September  4.  Smce  we 
have  had  less  nitrogenous  fertilizing  and  more  of  other  plant  food  this  variety  had 
steadily  fallen  in  test,  and  the  period  during  which  it  retains  its  highest  sugar  con- 
tent has  been  shortened.  It  is  not  safe  to  depend  on  this  variety  of  cane  for  the 
whole  season  even  if  nitrogen  is  used  lar^ly  with  other  plant  food,  because  of  its 
tendency  to  lodge  and  break  with  high  wrnds. 

Season  1888. 

Yard  composts  and  b^asse  were  used  in  such  small  quantities  that  the  nitrogen 
did  not  stand  out  prominently.  The  Amber  had  gone  by  its  season  before  October 
8,  and  had  not  the  Late  Oran^  been  substituted  this  season  for  sugar-ms^ng 
would  have  ended  on  that  day  mstead  of  November  14,  when  the  crop  was  all  in. 

Season  1884. 

Stable  manure  in  large  quantities,  also  a  dressing  of  dissolved  bone  ash  from 
South  America,  rich  only  in  phosphoric  acid,  was  used. 

The  phosphoric  acid  ripened  the  cane  fully  two  weeks  earlier  than  usual,  and 
although  the  leaves  were  dry  the  Amber  cane  held  its  sugar  content  without  loss, 
until  worked  up  on  October  11.  Tlie  Late  Orange  was  affected  in  the  same  manner, 
according  to  its  season;  and  although  apparently  dried  up  too,  still  held  its  sugar. 

Mill-jmce  tanks  containing  6,000  gallons  were  quite  common,  testing  13  to  18^  per 
cent,  of  cane  sugar  from  October  11  to  October  29,  after  which  time  there  was  a 
gradual  falling  off,  until  November  11,  when  the  tanks  stood  12  per  cent,  and  77 
purity;  this  ended  this  season,  as  the  crop  was  worked  up. 

The  small  experimental  plots  conducted  by  the  State  experiment  station  have 
always  showed  that,  by  doubling  the  dose  of  phosphoric  acid,  the  cane  sugar  falls 
off  seriously;  but  as  it  is  mv  intention  to  deal  only  with  cane  in  immense  masses  as 
found  at  the  sugar-house,  I  merely  call  attention  to  this  fact. 

This  year  produced  nearly  400,000  pounds  of  merchantable  sugar,  and  there  was 
f  <1bnd,  by  adding  the  sugar  in  the  molasses  and  the  loss  in  the  begasse  as  it  came 
firom  the  mill,  tliat  over  1,500,000  pounds  of  sugar  were  in  the  crop. 

Molasses  only  was  made  fix)m  the  begasse  this  season,  diffusion  being  for  the  first 
time  applied. 

Season  1885. 

No  phosphates  were  used,  and  there  wfts  not  enough  compost  to  properly  furnish 
nitrogen  to  the  crop;  still,  the  nitrogen  was  felt,  and  when  the  season  commenced 
on  September  2,  the  cane  was  so  green  we  at  one  time  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
stop  work. 
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When  work  was  begun  the  Amber  cane  contained  5,04  per  cent,  of  cane  sugar 
and  increased  to  8.8  per  cent,  on  September  29,  when  the  variety  was  all  brought 
in.  The  Late  Oraiige  cane  contained  10  per  cent,  of  sugar  when  first  out,  and 
gradually  raised  to  12.57  per  cent.,  slowly  declining  to  10  per  cent,  by  November 
11,  the  end  of  the  season.  This  crop  was  planted  practically  s^t  the  same  time  as 
the  crop  of  1884,  and  harvested  at  the  same  time.  Had  a  large  quantity  of  nitro- 
genous fertilizing  been  used  the  sugar  contents  would  have  be^n  much  higher. 
Small  quantities  of  nitrogen  on  lands  deficient  in  organic  matter  will  make  poor 
crops.  This  was  our  experience  again  and  again,  and  to  secure  immense  crops 
high  in  sugar,  potash  should  be  combined  with  nitrogen. 

Season  1886. 

Small  quantities  of  nitrogenous  fertilizing  and  light  dressings  of  muriate  of  potash 
were  used.  The  crop  suffered  severely  for  lack  of  food.  Diuring  the  season,  where 
plenty  of  nourishment  had  been  supplied,  the  crop  oame  to  the  standard.  When 
this  was  not  the  case,  the  Amber  seed  remained  in  a  milky  state  for  a  long  time  and 
soured  as  it  stood  in  the  iield,  after  three  days  of  abnormally  hot  weather,  making, 
the  cane  unfit  for  sugar-making.  The  Late  Orange  suffered  from  lack  of  nitrogenous 
fertilizing,  and  the  sugar  test  rose  and  fell  in  proportion  as  this  food  and  potash 
were  present;  but,  being  a  longer  feeder,  it  did  not  suffer  throughout  the  season  so 
much  as  the  Amber. 

The  Kansas  Orange  was  introduced  this  year,  and  being  a  stranger,  the  ground 
waa  properly  selected  and  composts  and  potash  applied  in  sufficient  quantities,  a 
12  par  cent.  caue,.with  purities  over  78°,  being  its  record,  The  record  of  the  Late 
Orange  oane  for  the  balance  of  the  season  is  high  and  low  test,  according  to  the 
land,  fin^y  ending  with  the  crop  all  harvested  with  a  test  of  9.45  per  cent.  This 
crop  discouraged  the  sugar  companv  notwithstanding  the  gains  by  diffusion,  which 
process  had  been  introduced  in  1884.  Xxx^  agriculturists  pronounced  the  verdict 
that  the  lands  being  exhausted  by  continual  cropping  were  ruined  and  imfit  for  crop 
of  any  kind.  The  plantation  was  then  sown  in  clover;  no  fertilizing  was  done.  The 
farmers  laughed  at  the  notion  that  land  unable  to  grow  large  cane  crop  could  be 
expected  to  grow  grass;  but  it  did,  and  the  clover  crop  on  these  lands  has  been  un- 
precedent^i  and  are  the  envy  and  wonder  of  local  farmers,  and  judging  the  land 
from  the  farmers'  own  stand-point,  it  is  to-day  in  better  condition  than  ever  before, 
l^e  clover  had  found  the  missing  nitrogen  and  furnished  organic  matter. 

A  lot  of  land  on  these  farms  grew  poor  cane  for  years,  and  in  1887,  instead  of 
planting  it  with  clover,  composts  and  potash  were  supplied  and  cane  planted;  by 
planting  the  ground  with  twice  the  number  of  hills  to  the  acre,  portions  of  the  land 
approximated  28  tons  of  cane  to  the  acre. 

Sbabon  188T. 

The  oane  was  planted  from  May  9  to  June  3,  and  the  late  varieties  failed  to  ma- 
ture properly.  A  good  dressing  of  begasse,  yard  compost,  and  potash  was  used. 
The  crop  was  doubled  by  planting  3  feet  by  24  inches;  purity  ran  about  64''  and 
tests  were  good.  The  Late  Orange  cane  rii^ned  suificiently  to  retain  its  sugar  in 
crystallizing  quantities,  through  frost  and  ice,  until  December  5.  Particulars  of 
this  season  ean  be  found  in  Bulletins  No.  17  and  18  of  the  Agricultural  Department, 
and  in  reports  of  the  New  Jersey  Experiment  Station.  A  small  plot  was  fertilized 
with  large  quantities  of  nitrogenous  manure  and  planted  with  Amber  seed  grown 
in  1886,  from  which  no  oane  sugar  could  be  made,  The  cane  was  tested  on  Septem- 
ber 7,  1887,  and  was  foimd  to  test  13.35  per  cent,  cane  sugar;  Brix,  17.21";  purity, 
78;  and  it  remained  a  lon^c  time  after  m  fine  condition.  The  same  day  milled 
chips  from  a  field  planted  from  the  same  lot  of  seed  and  fertilized  with  potash  and 
phosphoric  acid,  polarized  8,88  per  cent.,  and  had  a  purity  of  *  63. 61. 

Sbason  1888. 

Only  complete  fertilizers  were  used  on  one  field,  and  muriate  of  potash  was  spread 
on  another  field  that  was  poor  and  had  never  been  in  oane.  The  hills  were  3  feet 
by  24  inches. 

Amber  cane  was  planted  on  May  18  and  Kansas  Orange  and  Late  Orange  from 
May  19  to  June  10.  A  cold,  wet  June  followed,  and  the  result  was  unripe  cane. 
The  crop  was  taken  off  between  September  23  and  November  1.  The  Amber  cane 
was  very  poor  in  sugar.  The  Kansas  Orange  ran  from  9.58°  to  8.25%  The  stand  on 
one  field  of  Orange  (Klansas)  was  preserved  intact  from  cut  and  wire  worms  by 
patches  of  volunteer  canes  where  seed  had  been  stacked  previously,  and  some  seed 
had  been  left  on  the  ground.    The  worms  gathered  where  plants  were  the  thickest^ 
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leavinff  the  hills  almost  unmolested.  When  the  ravages  are  feared,  seed  could  be 
sprinkled  down  the  center  of  the  rows,  and  afterwards  be  destroyed  by  the  cultiva- 
tor without  extra  expense.  They  only  destroy  while  the  plants  are  very  small  and 
disappear  with  the  return  of  dry,  hot* weather. 

The  Late  Orange  tested  from  6. 94  to  6. 54  per  cent.  Scarcely  any  seed  on  this  variety 
was  ripe,  and  in  a  great  many  of  the  plumes  seed  was  not  formed,  neither  had  the 
cane  power  to  resist  ice  and  frost.  These  facts  prove  conclusively  that  the  safe  time 
for  planting  Late  Orange  had  been  passed .  It  is  possibly  true  this  variety  might  have 
been  very  rich  in  sugar  with  a  late  fall  and  hot  weather  during  June  and  Septem- 
ber; but  this  risk  is  not  a  safe  one,  and  as  it  positively  can  be  avoided  by  earlier 
planting  it  should  be  done. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  time  for  planting  cane  in  this  climate  is,  for  Early  Amber,  not  later  than  May 
30;  Kansas  Orange,  not  later  than  May  10;  I^ate  Orange,  not  later  than  May  1,  Ten 
days^  earlier  can  safely  be  lisked. 

Nitro^n  prolongs  the  vitality  in  cane.  Nitrogenous  fertilizers  combined  with 
potash  IS  the  best  combination  for  large  crops  and  high-testing  juice.  Phosphoric 
aoid  hastens  the  ripening  of  the  cane  about  two  weeks,  and  too  much  phosphoric 
acid  reduces  the  Quantity  of  sugar  in  the  juice. 

Potash  makes  tEurge  and  strong  stalks.  If  canes  are  desired  to  be  worked  after 
frost  and  ice  they  must  be  supplied  with  ample  food,  be  well  grown,  and  of  a  late 
variety.  If  canes  are  not  weD  advanced  when  frosts  and  ice  strike  them  they  will 
not  be  able  to  hold  the  cane  sugar  long.  The  earlier  the  variety  the  later  it  should 
be  planted.  If  canes  increase  rapidly  in  cane  sugar  soon  after  frosts  strike  them 
they  will  soon  be  worthless  for  sugar-making.  If  thej^  do  not  increase  at  all,  or 
very  little,  they  will  remain  good  for  a  long  time,  providing  the  frost  was  severe, 
long  enough  to  kill,  or  almost  kill,  the  leaves.  The  Aml)er  has  less  power  to  resist 
frost  and  ice  than  Kansas  Orange,  and  the  ICansas  Orange  less  than  the  Late  Orange. 

The  time  which  the  sugar  remains  in  liigh  percentage  in  the  cane  is  largelv  under 
the  control  of  the  cultivat<3r.  In  all  attempts  to  improve  the  seed  by  selection  and 
indrease  the  sugar  and  purity,  the  cultivation  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 
High-testing  seed  will  make  jKX)r-te8ting  canes  if  plant  food  is  not  present  in  Bnffi^ 
cient  quantities  or  if  the  cultivation  is  neglected.  Poor-testing  seed  will  give  high- 
testing  canes  if  the  seed  is  of  a  good  variety,  and  ample  food  has  been  supplied, 
with  good  cultivation. 

Canes  can  not  be  grown,  rich  in  sugar,  by  starving  them.  Ground  well  supplied 
,  with  plant  food  and  oadl^  cultivated  will  give  very  small  canes,  rich  in  sugar.  That 
there  are  other  peculiarities  in  other  varieties  is  shoAvn  plainly  in  the  case  of  tjie 
White  African.  Although  planted  late  last  spring,  and  the  ground  fertilised  pre- 
cisely like  the  Amber  and  Kansas  Orange,  it  contained  this  year  12.80  per  cent, 
cane  sugar,  purity  69^,  on  September  27,  time  the  field  was  out. 

The  seed  was  given  to  the  writer  by  Dr.  Collier  along  with  sixty-eight  other  varie^ 
ties  in  1888,  all  of  which  were  planted,  but  for  certain  ^ood  reasons  this  cane  was 
the  only  one  selected  from  the  lot.  It  has  been  grown  since  then  each  year,  always 
giving  high  ^rcentages  of  sugar.  Some  of  its  peculiarities  are,  viz,  the  unusual 
toneless  of  its  stalk  when  overri^x^  and  its  great  strength  at  all  times. 

It  is  hard,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  to  get  a  good  stand.  The  seed  is  white, 
and  local  millers,  with  their  crude  appliances,  have  told  me  that  they  could  get  80 
poonds  of  flour  from  1  bushel  of  seed,  which,  mixed  with  a  small  proportion  of 
wheat  flour,  is  preferred  to  buckwheat.  The  birds  ravage  the  seed,  and  will  select 
it  from  a  hill  planted  with  mixed  Orange  and  Amber  canes,  leaving  the  other  varie- 
ties unmolested.  In  order  to  be  protected  from  these  depredators  and  secure  the 
seed,  plots  of  sufficient  size  must  be  raised  and  calculations  made  for  this  loss.  It 
has  been  found  true  here  that  tJiey  will  not  take  quite  all  the  seed  from  one  acre  in 
a  season,  consequently  plots  of  5  or  10  acres  are  comparatively  protected. 

The  purity  of  the  canes  of  tliis  variety  has  been  noticed  as  high  as  77.98. 

The  oane  has  not  been  jjroperly  studied  and  the  birds  have  taken  nearly  all  the 
good  seed  from  the  acre  raised  tliis  season. 

MANUPACTUBINO. 
I  will  confine  myself  in  my  report  tome  thods  adopted  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

SAWDUST  FILTERS. 

It  has  always  been  foimd  that  filtration  of  the  juice  through  some  medium  that 
woold  remove  the  particles  of  matter  mechanicalljV  mis|x^ndea  was  necessary .  For 
two  years  filter  presses  were  used.  It  was  found  if  the  juice  were  alkaline  it  would 
filt^  much  b^tJter,  but  gave  highly  colored  products, 
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Last  year  Dr.  WUey  advised  the  use  of  sand.  This  gave  good  results  for  a  time, 
but  gradually  ran  slow  and  failed  to  give  satisfaction.  The  size  of  the  filters  in 
proportion  to  the  juice  worked^was  very  large  and  it  soured  easily. 

EYAPORATOB. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  constructed  an  open  evaporator  to  be  nm 
by  crude  oil  (petroleum).  Parallel  brick  walls,  18  inches  thick,  84  feet  long,  and  24 
inches  high,  were  constructed.  At  one  end  was  an  iron  stack,  and  at  the  opposite 
end  were  the  burners.  Upon  the  walls  was  placed  an  open  evaporator  of  sheet-iron 
2  feet  hi^h,  80  feet  long,  and  4  feet  broad,  divided  bv  partitions  8  inches  apart,  6 
inches  high,  and  45  inclies  long.  The  juice  entered  the  pan  over  the  burners,  dis- 
charged at  the  opposite  end,  traversing  a  distance  of  about  164  feet  in  twelve  min- 
utes. 

The  skimmings  remained  at  the  end  over  the  burners  and  were  easilv  removed. 
As'this  was  the  first  time  to  my  knowledge  that  crude  oil  had  been  apphed  to  su£:ar 
work,  I  was  able  to  collect  Uttle  data  to  guide  me.  After  examining  personally  the 
burners  in  use  for  steam-boilers,  I  finally  adopted  one  belonging  to  H.  W.  Whiting, 
of  Philadelphia.  He  advised  me  to  place  three  burners  at  the  end  and  insert  in  the 
brick-work  at  intervab  of  1  foot  incn  pipes  to  extend  completely  through  the  walls 
and  flues,  and  to  be  perforated  with  hol^  one-quarter  of  an  inch  in  diiuneter  and  8 
inches  ap^art.  Th^  intention  was  that  air  should  pass  through  the  perforated  holes 
into  the  flue,  and  thus  aid  combustion. 

The  burners  were  made  from  2-inch  pipes  with  a  T  fitting  open  at  the  bottom  to 
supply  air;  on  the  Bunsen  burner  principle,  the  oil  passed  tlmmgh  a  quarter-inch 
pipe,  through  a  cock  into  a  l^-inch  coil  li  inch  in  diameter,  so  placed  as  to  receive 
a  large  portion  of  the  heat  from  the  burners;  there  is  also  a  quarter-inch  steam-pipe 
leading  mto  tbe  end  of  the  pipe  so  that  the  oil  and  steam  can  be  mixed  as  it  passos 
into  the  hot  coil  or  superheater,  as  it  is  named.  When  the  oil  is  converted  into 
gas  from  the  superheater  it  passes  into  the  Bunsen  burner  and  is  forced  through  it 
by  another  steam  jet  and  burned  from  the  opening. 

In  our  first  experiment  Bradford  crude  oil  was  used,  and  in  our  final  experiments 
black  residuum  of  the  refineries,  which  I  have  been  informed  is  the  product  left  be- 
hind after  the  light  oils  have  been  distilled  off. 

In  practice  we  could  find  very  little  difference  in  the  heating  of  the  two  oils. 
Lima  oil  could  not  be  had  in  quantity  less  than  six  thousand  gallons,  consequently 
was  not  used. 

It  was  found  in  starting  the  burners  that  a  stack  10  inches  in  diameter  was  too 
small,  the  effect  in  practice  being  to  cause  explosion  of  gas. 

A  stack  of  24  inches  diamet^  was  substituted;  this  stopped  all  explosions  but 
wasted  the  heat.  Dampers  made  of  fire-clay  were  then  used,  and  it  was  found  that 
after  the  superheater  was  hot  enough  to  generate  gas  freely  the  dampers  could  be 
safely  closea.  Care  had  been  taken  in  constructing  the  dampers  to  arrange  them 
so  thiat  there  was  left  on  the  sides  a  space  equal  to  about  12  inches  square,  after  they 
were  in.  A  further  improvement  in  the  heating  was  made  b^  filling  in  next  to  the 
stack  witli  dirt.  This  bonk  of  earth  was  tlien  extended  back  mto  the  fine  for  about 
its  length  and  paved  on  the  top  with  bricks.  There  was  left  a  space  of  about  9 
inches  Detween  the  pavement  and  the  bottom  of  the  evaporator,  and  in  filling  in 
the  fine  the  combustion  pipes  were  covered  up  for  the  length  of  the  embankment. 
The  combustion  pipes  directly  in  front  of  the  name  were  soon  bm*nt  out.  No  detri- 
mental effects  bemg  perceptible  from  the  loss  of  this  air,  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that 
thev  were  of  no  value. 

The  owner  of  the  burners  thought  we  would  evaporate  at  least  15  pounds  of 
water  for  each  pound  of  oil  burned  and  hoped  we  would  reach  18  or  20  pounds. 
The  record  of  the  best  day's  work  shows  l^a  pounds.  It  is  but  just  to  say  that  the 
evaporator  was  entirely  too  large  for  the  work  it  had  to  do,  and  the  walls  had  time 
to  cool  before  starting  each  day.  Now  it  is  found  that  if  the  walls  and  surrounding 
mediums  are  much  lower  than  the  temperature  of  the  gaseous  product  of  the  Bun- 
sen burners,  condensation  takes  place  and  the  oil  is  fried,  as  it  is  called,  instead  of 
being  generated  into  gas,  which  is  wasteful  in  the  extreme.  One-third  of  all  the 
oil  burned  was  generally  used  in  starting  the  burners  each  day.  Another  source  of 
loss  long  evaded  our  researches.  It  was  caused  by  using  cocks  to  feed  oil  to  the 
superheater.  A  common  quarter-inch  globe  valve  was  substituted  for  the  cock, 
which  brought  the  burners  under  full  control  and  enabled  us  to  bum  only  one-quar- 
ter as  much  oil.  I  make  the  suggestion  that  pipes  for  supplying  oil  to  the  super- 
heater should  be  less  than  one-quarter  inch;  that  globe  valves  less  than  one-quarter 
inch  be  used,  and  that  tlireads  that  regulate  these  valves  be  made  as  fine  as  possible 
80  tliat  they  may  have  the  most  delicate  adjustment.  I  can  not  tell  the  saving  of 
all  these  apparent  improvements  because  I  had  not  time  to  get  the  record  properly. 
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Taking  the  record  as  it  is  and  counting  the  price  of  oil  at  $1.25  per  barrel,  about 
one-haliof  the  water  was  removed  from  the  diffusion  juice  of  each  ton  of  field  cane 
for  81  cents  per  ton. 

▲UZHJABY  HOUSES. 

The  auxiliary  houses  have  been  kept  steadily  in  view  during  the  season^s  work, 
and  the  fact  has  been  remembered  that  the  inaustry  wiU  spread  and  succeed  at  a 
much  quicker  rate  if  the  capital  necessary  to  conduct  the  business  is  kept  as  low  as 
possible  consistent  with  good  management.  The  cost  of  building  sugar-iiouses  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum  and  labor  saved.  There  is  no  good  reason  to  expect  to  make 
money  out  of  the  sorghum  business  unless  conducted  on  sound  business  principles. 
The  Imowledge  of  the  business  is  now  advanced  to  such  a  point  that  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  accurate  calculations  being  made.  The  cost  of  the  machinery,  the  work 
it  can  do,  the  labor  reouired  to  run  it,  the  cost  of  the  cane,  the  yield  and  quality  of 
the  product  can  now  all  be  closely  estimated. 

Sugar-houses  built  without  definite  ideas  of  the  work  to  be  done  or  machinery 
added  piece  by  piece,  without  plans  or  contracts,  and  such  machinerv  as  clarificrs, 
as  filter  presses  and  bone-black  drones  added,  with  the  expectation  of  only  making 
white  granulated  sugar  directly  from  the  juice,  will  be  certain  to  bring  financi^ 
failure  and  disappointment  to  its  projectors,  imless  the  capital  is  heavy  enough 
to  stand  the  stram,  or  the  i>arties  are  willing  to  make  experimental  work  of  their 
plants  and  pay  the  price  for  doing  it.  Notwithstanding  the  closeness  with  which 
all  these  calculations  can  now  be  made,  the  following  should  be  remembered.  I 
have  never  known  a  sugar-house  of  any  kind  to  be  made  so  complete  and  be  in  such 
fine  running  order  that  it  could  be  depended  on  to  make  a  commercial  success  the 
first  season.  Either  its  water  arrangements  will  fall  short  of  expectations,  or  the 
boilers  fail  to  be  large  enough,  or  smkes  and  delays  will  detain  the  mechinery,  or 
castings  will  be  broken  in  shipping,  or  some  minor  points  will  be  badlv  proportioned 
or  too  weak,  foundations  will  prove  not  sufficiently  secure,  shafts  will  be  found  out 
of  line,  etc.  All  this  will  occur,  not  from  any  bad  management,  but  because  the 
nature  of  the  work  is  such  that  the  factory  can  only  perform  its  task  satisfactorily 
after  being  broken  in  on  cane.  The  cane  alone  can  give  the  necessary  adjustment. 
Erroneous  and  disappointing  calculations  have  been  made  by  celebrated  sugar  enei- 
neers  in  making  calculations  for  sorghum,  by  using  well-known  standard  rules  for 
the  evaporation  of  water  as  a  basis  for  calculation;  and  repeatedly  has  machinery 
proved  suitable  for  Southern  cane  failed  when  applied  to  this  work.  The  moral  of 
all  this  is,  that  in  constructing  new  works  there  should  be  only  enough  cane  raised 
the  first  season  to  break  in  and  test  the  sugar-house  thoroughly  in  every  part,  in 
order  tiiat  when  the  machinery  is  called  upon  the  succeeding  season,  it  woula  fulfill 
tlie  work  it  had  been  calculated  to  do  without  delay  or  hin<&ance. 

The  expense  of  doing  all  this  should  be  allowed  for  in  the  capital  account. 

In  some  sorghum  houses,  calculated  to  work  100  tons  of  cane  a  day,  will  be  found 
strike  vacuum  pans  of  such  large  size  that  the  cost  of  erecting  them  and  the  pumpc 
necessary  for  their  use,  the  large  pipe  fittings  and  other  paraphernalia,  will  cost  as 
much  alone  as  would  suffice  to  buila  an  economical  sugar-house  of  good  size. 

Experience  had  taught  us  that  there  is  a  limit  to  the  size  of  sugar-houses,  and  that 
it  costs  very  little  more  to  man  a  40-ton  house  than  a  20-ton,  and  the  proportionate 
cost  of  constructing  is  greatly  in  favor  of  the  40-ton  plant.  For  sugar-houses  of 
larger  size  I  can  not  yet  give  accurate  data  with  safety. 


ABSTRACT  OF  RBPORT  OF  PROF.  W.  C.  8TX7BBS. 

Kenner.  La. 

Several  varieties  of  sorghum  were  tried.  These  were  planted  on  April  18,  thinned 
to  a  stimd,  and  cultivated  in  its  order  with  the  com  crop.  Here  fiat  cultivation 
was  exclusively  practiced  during  the  season,  while  at  the  other  two  stations  high 
ridgee  were  required  for  drainage. 

These  plantings  were  made  with  a  view  of  testing,  by  mill  and  laboratory  experi- 
ment8,J;ne  adaptabihty  of  sorghum  as  a  sugar  crop  to  Louisiana.  If  8Ufi;ar  can  be 
made  profitably  from  sorghum  anywhere  in  the  United  States  it  should  be  done  in 
Louisiana.  Chemical  analyses  show  a  larger  percentage  of  sugar  and  a  smaller 
quantity  of  glucose  in  sorghum  grown  in  Louisiana  thMi  anywhere  else  in  this  coun- 
ta^-.  At  least  the  published  analyses  now  at  hand  verify  this  assertion.  Again, 
could  our  sugar-planters  be  persuaded  that  sorghum  could  be  made  to  yield  a  profit- 
able quantity  of  sugar,  say,  even  1,000  pounds  per  acre,  they  would  soon  adopt  it  as 
an  adjunct  to  the  cane  crop. 
AO  83 18 
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Again,  there  axe  vast  tracts  of  rich  alluvial  lands  in  the  middle  and  northern  por- 
tions of  the  State  which  are  too  far  north  for  cane,  and  which  will  grow  excellent 
crops  of  sorghum.  These  lands  are  now  in  cotton,  but  could  it  be  demonstrated 
that  they  comd  ^w  sorghum  profitably,  central  factories  woidd  spring  up  in  every 
direction  and  this  crop  would  supplant  cotton  in  part  if  not  entirely. 

With  these  possibihties  in  view,  the  director  has  persistently  planted  sorghum  for 
three  years  upon  the  sugar  experiment  station  and  attempted  every  year  to  make 
successfull^r  sugar  from  it  by  the  milling  process.  Chemical  analyses  have  shown 
that  our  juices  were  rich  in  sucrose  and  low  in  glucose,  but  our  sugar-house  experi- 
ments have  failed  to  extract  it  successfully.  We  have  made  the  nuiaae  cuite  full  of 
^ains,  but  our  centrifugals  failed  to  nurge.  All  this  was  due  to  the  starch  present 
m  the  juice  (extracted  by  pressiure  with  the  mill),  which,  during  the  subsequent  pro- 
cess of  concentration,  was  concentrated  into  dextrine,  and  this  substance,  oiu-  b^te 
noir,  prevented  the  elimination  of  th^  sugiu:.  Our  past  experiences  have  demon- 
strated the  inapplicability  of  the  crushing  mill  to  sorghum.  They  have  also  shown 
that  high  temperatures  must  be  avoided.  Therefore  new  methods  of  extracting  the 
juice  and  processes  of  cooking  in  vacuo  must  be  resorted  to  before  we  can  success- 
fully extract  sugar  from  sorghum. 

From  our  past  experience  with  sorghum  it  was  inferred  that  our  crop  planted  on 
the  16th  of  April  would  not  be  ready  for  the  sugar-house  before  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber. Accordingly  we  contracted  with  Messrs.  Edwards  &  Haubtman  to  deliver  tlie 
machinery  by  the  15th  of  August,  thus  giving  us  fifteen  days  (ample  time)  for  its 
erection  and  preparation  for  work.  Messrs.  Edwards  &  Haubtman  failed  to  deliver 
until  the  23d  instant,  which  failure,  in  connection  with  the  unprecedented  storm  of 
the  19th  instant,  which  prostrated  completely  our  sorghmn,  proved  most  disastrous 
to  our  successful  manufacture  of  sugar. 

In  1886  sorghum  planted  April  5  was  harvested  18th  Septemlber.  In  1887  sor- 
ghum planted  April  21  was  worked  up  September  28.  Both  ^ears  they  were  worked 
at  full  maturity,  excepting  the  Early  Amber  and  Chinese,  wmch  were  ripe  in  July  of 
each  year. 

It  was  fair  therefore  to  calculate  that,  without  any  natural  intervention,  the  sor- 
ghum this  year  would  not  be  ready  for  the  sugar-house  before  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember; and  had  not  the  storm  prevaUed  the  date  of  delivery  of  Messrs.  Edwards  & 
Haubtman  would  have  still  afforded  us  ample  time  to  have  completed  erection  be- 
fore the  matimty  of  the  crop.  Either  alone  would  not  have  proven  disastrous;  both 
together  were  fatal. 

BTARCH  m  SORGHUM. 

With  green  canes  Just  heading  no  indications  of  starch  are  given  by  iodine.  If 
there  were  any  blue  it  was  completely  obscured  by  the  intenselv  brown  coloration. 
This  brown  coloration  indicated  dextrin   and  other  forms  of  soluble  starch. 

With  well-matured  cMies  iodine  gives  an  intensely  blue  color  towards  the  top,  de- 
creasing in  intensity  towards  the  butt.  Canes  occupying  an  intermediate  condition 
between  these  extremes,  or  in  that  stage  of  growth  when  maturity  begins  to  appear 
as  indicated  by  the  presence  of  sucrose  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stalk,  starch  will  be 
found  in  the  butt  but  not  in  the  top. 

The  above  conclusions  of  Mr.  Hutchinson  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  subsequent 
experiments;  and  it  is  not  unusual  in  our  laboratory  now  to  prognosticate  the  amount 
of  sucrose  in  a  cane  by  the  presence  of  starch,  so  intimately  are  they  associated. 
Both  sucrose  and  starch  seem  to  be  formed  simultaneously — ^the  former  from  glucose 
and  perhaps  other  bodies,  and  the  latter  from  dextrine  an^  other  soluble  fonns. 

Glucose  occurs  in  largest  quantities  when  the  polariscope  gives  no  indication  of 
sUcrose  by  single  ix)larization.  In  a  sample  of  green  cane,  in  which  there  was  no 
starch  and  by  single  polarization  no  sucrose,  but  by  double  polarization  1.53  per 
cent. ,  as  high  as  7  per  cent,  of  glucose  was  foimd.  As  the  cane  from  which  the 
above  sample  was  selected  matured,  repeated  analysis  made  at  short  intervals 
showed  that  the  glucose  decreased  until  at  maturity  it  reached  as  low  as  0.8  per 
cent. 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  DIFFUSION. 

Without  entering  into  the  full  details  of  daily  work,  the  following  taken  from 
our  larcje  amount  of  records  %\'ill  suffice  to  illustrate  fully  the  work  performed. 

Considering  the  very  low  character  of  the  sorghum  worked  the  results  obtained 
are  quite  promising. 

Wednesday y  September  12: —Having  repaired  the  defects,  work  was  begim  at  9.80 
o'clock  and  contmued  until  nineteen  cells  had  been  filled.  Everything  worked 
admirably,  except  the  heatei*a,  which  were  not  imder  control,  and  hence  varying 
temperatures  used  in  diffiu^ing.  Weather  very  warm  and  much  suffering  expe- 
rienced by  everybody  at  work,  particularly  by  the  men  at  the  difiusorsand  clarifier. 

It  was  utterly  impossible,  from  the  varymg  amounts  of  sucrose  in  the  canes  used. 
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to  get  anything  like  uniform  results,  eitlier  on  the  juices  or  chips.  Th«re  were 
drawn  four  clarifiers  of  about  500  gallons  each.  The  last  two  were  very  dilute  owing 
to  the  excess  of  water  used  in  washing  the  chips  after  c^ls  were  fiUea.  liis  juice 
was  heated  with  lime  and  brought  to  neutrality;  heated  and  blanket,  which  was 
quite  insignificant,  removed.  It  was  then  settled  and  clear  juice  run  into  the  double 
effect  and  concentrated. 

There  was  a  large  quantity  of  settlings  and  some  scums,  which  were  weighed  and 
analy^Bd  and  thrown  awa^  to  avoid  interfering  with  the  well-clarified  sirup.  The 
following  are  weights  obtained: 

Pounds. 

Surup 1 ,  562 

Settlings  and  scums 1, 070 

Suffar 49 

Molasses 762 

The  following  are  the  notes  of  diffusion:  Every  effort  was  made  to  hold  the  tem- 
perature at  200  Fahr.,  but  until  the  battery  had  been  used  in  one  entire  round  this 
IS  almost  impossible  to  do,  since  sending  in  quickly  water  heated  to  200"*  Fahr.  into 
cold  iron  cdls  filled  with  cold  chips,  the  loss  of  heat  by  radiation  and  convection 
is  very  great.  Six  minutes  were  allowed  for  the  diffusion  of  each  cell  after  the 
hot  water  was  turned  on.  Everv  effort  to  grain  in  the  vacuimi  pan  proved  abortive, 
as  the  following  notes  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  haa  charge  of  the  pan  and  was  assisted 
by  Mr.  Barthelemy,  will  show: 

*^  Part  of  juice  concentrated  in  double  effect  on  first  watch;  remainder  on  second 
watch,  when  the  juice  got  very  hot,  180  degrees,  and  was  emptied  in  cars  to  cool; 
finished  concentratiDg  on  morning  of  13th,  at  a  temperature  of  155  to  160  demes 
Fahr.  Juice  dark-colored  and  some  feculent  matter  present.  After  mixing  sirupe 
started  vacuum-strike  pan  at  2  p.  m.  on  18th;  temperature  138  to  140  degrees  Fahr. ; 
very  thick;  nothing  but  candy  would  form  in  the  paii.  AUowed  to  stand  half  an 
hour  until  candy  dissolved,  but  no  grain.  Stood  again  one  hour;  at  7  p.  m.  still  no 
grain.  Cooked  very  thick  and  remained  in  pan  until  2  p.  m.  next  day,  when  it  was 
all  boiled  to  string  sugar  and  put  in  the  hot-room.  Injiu^  some  by  being  cooked 
to  candy. 

"  In  the  hot-room  it  at  once  began  to  grain,  imtil  the  wagon  was  quite  solid  with 
small  grains  of  sugar. 

**  It  was  centrifugaled  and  gave  the  following  results: 

Sugar poimds. .         49 

Molasses do.   . .        752 

Recapittdation. 

Oane  contained pounds  sucrose. .  849. 75 

Sirup  contained do 278. 22 

Scums  contained do 20. 88 

Chips  contained do 56.20 

Sugar  contained do 44. 58 

Molasses  contained do 228. 61 

Su^ar  obtained pounds  per  ton  sorghum. .     15. 5 

Molasses  obtained do 287 . 1 

After  the  analyses  of  the  mill  juices  were  known  little  or  no  hope  was  entertained 
of  successful  sugar  results.  Indeed,  it  is  wonderful,  with  such  jmces  and  after  such 
treatment,  that  any  sugar  should  be  obtained. 

September  17.— it  has  often  been  published  that  neither  sorghum  nor  its  juices 
will  stand  transportation  or  delay  in  working  them  up  after  being  cut.  That  such 
10  not  the  case  with  us  is  abundantly  proven  by  the  following  and  many  other  ex- 
periments during  this  season.  On  ^ptember  16,  Mr.  Barrow,  assistant  at  the  State 
experiment  station,  was  sent  to  Baton  Rouge  to  harvest  and  ship  a  car-load  of  sor- 
ghum from  that  station  to  this.  By  9  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  he  had  cut 
and  loaded  a  closed  car  with  Early  Orange  sorghum.  This  sorghum  was  c^uite  wet 
from  dew,  and  had  its  leaves  and  tops  still  on,  conditions  making  fermentation  quite 
feasible  to  almost  any  crop.  It  was  delivered  at  Kenner  by  Mississippi  Valley  Kail- 
road  at  7  p.  jn.  of  same  day.  It  was  unloaded  and  delivered  at  sugar-house  at  12 
m.  of  the  17th,  and  worked  up  as  delivered.  This  cane  had  been  badly  blown  down 
by  the  storm  of  the  19th,  and  was  filled  with  suckers  several  feet  long,  now  in  full 
heads.  It  was  quite  low  in  sugar,  as  the  following  analysis  of  selected  stalks  made 
on  September  11  showed: 

Percent 

Total  solids 11.9 

Sucrose 7.  8 

Glucose 4i52 
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Began  diffusion  at  0  a.  m.  FiUed  twenty-three  cells  with  chips  and  drew  off 
thirty-one  celfe  of  juice.  Finished  in  early  evening,  after  two  slight  detentions. 
Cells  diffused  sixteen  minutes  each,  except  three  times,  when  interrupted.  The 
temperature  varied  from  150'*  to  800°  Fahr.  The  juice  was  boiled  to  a  sirup  in  double 
'  effect  and  made  into  string  sugar  in  the  vacuum  pan.  Boiled  all  night,  finishing  the 
next  day.  The  string  sugar  was  run  into  the  hot-room,  where  it  was  grained  into 
almost  a  solid  mass.    The  following  are  the  amoimts  used: 

Pounds. 

Weight  of  canes 13,366 

Less  weight  of — 

Tops 3,445 

Leaves 1,785 

Trash  in  yard 1,558 

Chips  not  used 82 

5,876 

Clean  cane  used 7, 3&9 

The  juices  from  this  were  concentrated  into  a  sirup,  giving  1,491  pounds;  scums 
thrown  away,  818  pounds;  juice  made  into  molasses,  259  x)ounds. 
Tlie  following  are  tiie  laboratory  results: 

Pounds. 

Sugar  obtained 115 

Molasses  obtained 672 

Suear  per  ton  of  sorghum 31. 4 

Molasses  per  ton  of  sorghum 181. 8 

EecapitukLtum, 

Cane  contained  (calculated) pounds  sucrose. .  *  435 

Sirup  made  into  sugar  contained do 328 

Sirup  made  into  molasses  contained do 57 

Scums  contained do 7 

Chips  contained « do 82 

Fiber  in  cane * per  cent . .  15.5 

[Vartoty:  Early  Orange.] 
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Total 
soUds. 

Sucrose. 

Glucose. 

Glucose  to 
sucrose. 

mm  Jii<««    

Percent. 
11.4 
11.8 
11.7 

Percent. 
7.0 
7.0 
«.« 
8.9 
8.05 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
4.10 
8.60 
8.70 
4.10 
8. 60 
8.60 
4.20 
8.00 
8.80 
.8 
.8 
.25 
.85 
.35 
.15 
.15 

Percent. 

8.88 

8.58 

8.30 

1.79 

2.00 

1.02 

2.17 

2.82 

2.00 

1.72 

1.40 

1.78 

1.60 

1.66 

1.02 

1.70 

1.00 

.14 

.18 

.16 

.149 

.14 

.18 

.10 

1.85 

1.60 

1.67 

.00 

.66 

.54 

11 

2.22 
2.04 
22.72 

Percent. 
48 

Do. . .' 

61 

Do 

48 

THfTiislmi  iiiioes  ,.-t - 

66 

Do           

61 

Do 

G4 

Do    

56 

go..................  .......... 

60 

Do 

48 

Do 

49 

Do           

80 

Do  

42 

Do          

48 

Do             

46 

Do                     

88 

Do         

44 

Do                

48 

f>ifriisloii  chlufi » 

47 

Do       

eo 

Do                 

64 

Do ::::::::::::::::::::...!....!::.: 

43 

Do 

B6 

Do    

90 

Do 

40 

V'lAriflMl  iuicM                 

8.6 
8.9 
8.1 
1.8 
1.8 
1.1 

» 
4.2 

0S.1 

84 

51 

Do. 

41 

Do 

61 

Do 

65 

Do u 

48 

Do 

49 

Pimp 

60 

p^OtlQlS 

63 

Sugar         • 

1 

Digitized  by  V^J 


^^oogh 


BEPOItT  OF  THE  OHBMIST. 


277 


Here,  as  before,  the  dilution  was  great  owing  to  the  water  used  in  washing  the 
chips  after  cells  were  filled.  This  cane  had  nearly  a  constant  composition,  and  from 
glucose  ratio  there  has  been  little  or  no  inversion  either  in  cells  or  in  concentration 
of  sirup.  In  fact,  when  water  at  200"  Fahr.  is  sent  into  cells  and  maintained  there 
for  six  minutes  at  this  temi>eraturo,  little  or  no  inversion  took  place,  notwithstand- 
ing the  weather-gauge  showed  tliis  day  a  maximum  temperature  of  8Ji*  Fahr. 

September  30. — The  following  canes  were  selected  for  this  run:  Link's  Hybrid, 
White  India,  White  31ammoth,  and  the  second  planting  of  Early  Amber.  The 
suckers,  of  which  there  were  many,  were  removed  by  hand.  Filled  nine  cells. 
Everything  worked  well. 

Ponads. 

Weight  of  cane  used 5, 078 

Less  weight  of — 

Tope pounds. .      812 

Trash do....      653 

Suckers do....      208 

Chips  not  used do 74 

1,747 


aean  cane  used 3,881 

Juico  neutralized  witli  hme,  blanket  removed,  settled,  concentrated  in  double  effect 
and  ^-ained  in  vacuimi  pan;  then  emptied  into  car  and  run  into  hot-room,  where  it 
solidified  into  crystals  of  sugar  of  small  size. 

Pounds. 

Weight  of  sirup    695 

Weight  of  scums,  etc 150 

Weight  of  sugar ^ 40 

Weight  of  molasses 285 

Sugar  per  ton 24 

Molasses  per  ton 141 

The  following  are  laboratory  results: 


Total 
■oUds. 

Sucrose. 

Qlucose. 

Glucose  to 
sucrose. 

Variety. 

Mill  Juices 

Percent. 
10.0 
14.1 
10.6 
10.7 
10.4 
4.8 
6.0 
6.0 
6.2 
6.6 

Percent. 
6.7 
10.0 
6.9 
6.6 
6.4 
3.06 
3,60 
8.70 
8.80 
8.86 
.80 
.80 
.80 
.10 
.10 
8.6 
1.4 
17.5 
1.7 
98.8 
34 

Percent. 

1.48 

1.86 

2.14 

1.98 

8.18 

1.18 

1.61 

1.61 

1  67 

1.61 

.16 

.14 

.18 

.18 

.18 

1.89 

.61 

7.04 

.78 

2.98 

80 

Percent. 
28 

m 

28 
89 
67 
87 
48 
41 
49 
49 

Link's  Hybrid. 

'Do 

White  In(lia. 

Do 

White  Mammoth. 

Do  

White  Amber  (Nebraska). 

Do 

White  Amber. 

Diffusion  Juices 

Do 

Do  

Do 

Do > 

Do r 

Do 

Do 

Do 

ClRrifled  Juices 

6.9 
S.1 
83.94 

i9 
88 
40 
41 

Do 

Sirups 

Scuins 

SugBT 

MolaflAra , . .. 

RECAPITULATION.  ; 

Sucrose  in— 

Sirup poimds. .  121.  C2 

Scums do 2. 56 

Chips do. ...  IC.  66 

Sugar  mode do 35. 88 

Molasses  made do 79.  iX) 

Fiber  in  cane per  cent. .  15.  Oi 

CONCLUSIONS. 

While  the  present  .season  was  m  Lotiisiana  a  most  d  isastrous  one  for  makinp: 
sugar  from  sorghum,  yet  the  successful  application  of  diffusion  in  the  exti-action  of 
the  juice  from  both  sorghum  and  sugar  cane  has  been  abundantly  proven. 
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From  sorghums  of  fair  quality,  such  as  were  raised  on  this  station  in  1886  and 
1887,  it  is  certain  that  a  larse  quantity  of  sugar  could  be  obtained.  From  Early 
Orange  this  year,  with  only  9  per  cent,  sucrose  and  8.88  per  cent,  glucose  (glucose 
ratio  nearly  oO)  81.4  pounds  sugar  were  obtained  to  ton  of  sorghum.  This  same 
variety  showed  in  1886  a  sugar  content  of  18  per  cent,  with  a  low  glucose  ratio,  and 
in  1887,  a  less  favorable  year,  sugar  content  of  10.5  per  cent,  and  only  18  as  the  glu- 
cose ratio.  Could  such  cane  have  been  diffused  this  year,  a  yield  of  fully  100  to  125 
pounds  per  ton  might  with  reason  have  been  expected. 

However,  this  station  will  repeat  again  the  experiments  next  year,  with  more 
promise  of  success. 


REPORT  OF  HUBBRT  ED60N. 

Douglass,  Kans. 

After  one  or  two  trials  to  test  the  machinery  of  the  house,  the  regular  manufact- 
uring season  at  Douglass  conmienced  September  14,  and  continued  with  what  regu- 
larity was  possible  up  to  October  25. 

There  is  no  doubt  out  that  the  Early  Amber  was  ready  for  work  by  the  middle  of 
August,  and  possibly  earlier.  When  I  arrived  in  Douglass,  August  ^,  I  found  sev- 
eral fields  that  had  passed  maturity.  This  cane,  however,  contrary  to  experience 
elsewhere,  did  not  deteriorate  in  any  marked  degree  till  some  time  after  reaching 
its  maximum  sucrose.  When  the  house  was  closed  we  still  had  Amber  coming  in 
in  lar^  quantities  and  containing  sucrose  enough  to  warrant  working  it. 

Besides  the  Amber,  the  two  other  varieties  chiefly  grown  were  the  Orange  and  a 
cane  identified  by  Mr.  Denton,  of  Sterling,  Kans.,  as  the  Chinese. 

The  Amber  and  Chinese  contained  highest  sucrose  and  lowest  glucose,  with  the 
advantage  ^Kghtly  in  favor  of  the  Chinese.  The  Oranee  did  not  do  as  well  as  was 
expected,  but  it  was  planted  so  late  in  the  season  that  it  did  not  have  time  to  mature. 

The  exceedingly  variable  natiu^  of  the  cane  brought  in  was  a  source  of  constant 
annoyance,  nor  would  the  appearance  of  the  stalks  be  any  criterion  of  the  quality 
of  the  luice.  One  field  of  80  acres  which  had  been  ordered  hauled  in  before  any 
test  had  been  made  of  it  was  found,  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  load,  to  contain  but 
4.50  per  cent,  sucrose,  with  almost  as  much  glucose.  This  cane  was,  judging  by  its 
appearance,  as  good  as  any  worked  during  the  season,  but  repeated  tests  of  samples 
taken  from  different  piu-ts  of  the  field  failed  to  show  in  a  smgle  instance  enough 
sucrose  to  warrant  working  for  sugar.  Numerous  instances  of  this  same  thing  were 
found  throughout  the  season  and  the  cane  needed  the  closest  watching. 

One  thine  it  would  be  well  to  impress  upon  the  sors^um-grower,  and  that  is,  the 
necessity  of  growing  small  or  medium-sized  canes.  From  numerous  trials  of  com- 
parative samples,  the  highest  sucrose  and  lowest  glucose  were  always  foimd  in  the 
smaller  canes.  Fields,  also,  where  the  small  and  slender  canes  predominated  were 
always  of  superior  quality.  The  best  cane  analyzed  at  Douglass  was  a  sample  from 
a  field  sowea  for  fodder,  in  which  the  seed  had  been  scattered  broadcast  on  the 
land,  and  as  a  consequence  grew  very  small.  Of  course  I  do  not  mean  to  advocate 
the  sowing  of  sorghum  seed  to  grow  a  product  for  the  sug^ar-house^is  then  too  large 
an  amount  of  sheath  and  leaves  woidd  Tbe  obtained,  but  it  is  necessary  to  avoid  large, 
rank  stalks,  as  the  desire  is  to  obtain  a  high  content  of  sucrose. 

THB  SUQAR-HOUSE. 

The  house  was  designed  to  work  100  tons  of  field  cane  daily.  The  Hughes  cutter 
and  shredder  were  used.  The  trai)-door  just  before  the  cutter  through  which  it 
was  intended  to  pass  the  seed  heads  failed  to  work  satisfactorily.  This  was  due  in 
part  at  least  to  the  heavy  feed  which  it  was  necessary  to  keep  on  the  narrow  carriers 
m  order  to  supply  the  battery  with  chips.  The  shredder  when  properly  adjusted 
did  excellent  work,  tearing  the  chips  into  a  pulp  if  required. 

The  main  feature  of  the  house  was  the  diffusion  battery.  This  is  known  as  the 
Hughes  system  of  diffusion,  and  is  described  in  Bulletin  i7,  Chemical  Division,  De- 
par^ent  of  Agriculture.  The  one  at  Douglass  differed  slightly,  however,  from  the 
one  described  there.  The  main  battery  contained  ten  cells,  with  the  baskets  for  hold- 
ing chips  used  in  his  process,  and  in  addition  to  these  an  outside  cell  was  placed  so 
that  the  arm  from  the  l£u*ge  crane  could  reach  the  basket  while  immersed  m  it. 

An  extra  crane  was  necessary  to  raise  and  lower  the  baskets  in  this  cell,  as  it  had 
to  be  worked  without  connection  with  the  main  battery. 

The  object  of  the  cell  was  to  give  a  dense  diffusion  juice,  and  thus  save  evapora- 
tion. As  the  battery  progressed,  the  heaviest  juice  from  two  cells  was  drawn  into 
the  outside  cell,  and  there  received  two  baskets  of  fresh  chips  before  being  dis- 
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charged.  This,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  see,  did  not  attain  the  oblect  claimed  for  it, 
as  no  fresh  chips  ever  reached  the  main  battery,  and  consequently  the  juices  were 
more  dilute  and  needed  the  addition  of  two  baskets  of  fresh  chips  to  bring  them  to 
a  normal  diffusion  juice.  It  is  certain  at  least  that  the  extra  steam-power  required 
to  run  the  outside  cell  would  a  great  deal  more  than  suffice  to  evaporate  any  less 
dense  juice  that  might  be  obtained. 

Before  passing  to  the  work  done  by  the  battery  as  a  whole,  it  is  but  just  to  say 
that  there  were  mechanical  defects  in  the  construction  which,  if  they  could  have 
been  remedied  this  season,  would  have  materially  assisted  the  quality  of  the  work. 
The  bottom  of  the  baskets,  instead  of  being  single  and  swinging  to  one  side,  were 
doubled  and  hinged  to  a  cross-bar  extending  from  one  side  of  the  basket  to  the  other. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  arrangement  the  emptying  of  the  exhausted  chips  was  a 
very  difficult  matter.  But,  on  the  t>ther  hand,  a  basket  constructed  strong  enough 
to  permit  a  single  bottom  would  be  adtogether  to  heavy  to  use  where  so  much  of  the 
work  is  done  by  hand. 

The  average  sucrose  of  the  fresh  chips  for  the  season  was  9.88;  for  the  exhausted 
chip,  1.73.  The  extraction  of  sucrose,  therefore,  was  9.88— 1.73  =  8.16 -i- 9.88= 
82.09  per  cent.  This  extraction  was  accompanied  by  a  dilution  of  52.46  per  cent., 
16.89  (Brix  of  fresh  chips}— 8.08  (Brix  of  diflfusion  juice) ;  8.86-^16.89=52.46  per 
cent.  With  a  dilution  of  this  sort  in  a  closed  batterypractically  all  the  sugar  would 
be  exhausted  instead  of  1.72  per  cent,  left  in  by  the  Eiughes  process. 

It  was  noticed  that  a  reg^ular  ratio  existed  between  the  exhaustion  and  the  dilution. 
As  the  dilution  was  increased  the  extraction  became  better,  and  vice  versa. 

Besides  the  amount  of  sugar  left  in  the  chips  there  was  an  unknown  waste  of  im- 
mense quantities  of  juice  nx>m  the  dripping  of  the  baskets  in  transferring  them 
from  the  eleventh  cell  to  the  cells  of  the  mam  battery.  This  loss  it  was  impossible 
to  gauge,  but  to  any  one  who  saw  it  it  was  evident  that  no  inconsiderable  amount 
was  lost. 

Nothing  which  we  oould  think  of  to  make  the  battery  a  success  was  left  undone. 
For  part  of  the  time  I  shifted  all  of  the  laboratory  work  to  my  associate,  Mr.  Fuel- 
ling, and  took  charge  of  the  battery.  This  I  was  prepared  to  do  from  a  previous 
yesur's  work  with  the  inventor  of  the  system,  with  whose  plan  of  running  the  batteiy 
I  was  consequently  familiar.  Although  the  quality  of  the  work  was  imi>roved  after 
the  change  I  instituted,  it  was  so  far  from  being  good  diffusion  that  nothing  was  left 
to  do  but  to  oondenm  the  apparatus. 

^ 

THB  DIFFUSION  JUIOE. 

The  luice  as  it  ccune  from  the  cells  was  full  of  finely  divided  fiber  which  had  come 
through  the  perforations  of  the  baskets,  and  was  also  of  such  a  dirty-black  color  that 
it  was  impossible  to  clarify  it. 

Sulphites  of  lime  were  used  for  awhile,  as  were  also  superphosphates,  but  both 
were  so  full  of  sulphuric  acid  and  accomplished  so  little  that  they  were  discontinued. 

The  juice  probably  acquired  some  of  this  color  from  its  acids  attacking  the  iron 
vessels  in  wnich  it  was  kept  so  much  of  the  time,  but  the  main  cause  was  the 
passage  of  large  quantities  oi  seeds  through  the  diffusion  battery  along  with  the  fresh 
chips.  As  was  mentioned  before,  the  cutter  was  too  narrow  for  the  capacity  of  the 
house,  and  a  very  heavy  feed  was  kept  on  tfre  carrier,  preventing  the  seed  heads 
dropi)ing  down  through  the  trap-door  designed  for  that  pmpose. 

To  illustrate  that  these  seeds  were  the  cause  of  the  discoloration,  Mr.  Fuelling  dif- 
fused two  beakers  full  of  chips,  the  one  of  them  containing  a  few  seeds  and  the  other 
none. 

The  one  with  the  seed  gave  the  black  color  characteristic  of  the  diffusion  juice 
from  the  house,  while  the  other  gave  a  nerfectly  limpid  liquor.  I  endeavored  to 
have  the  superintendent  of  tlie  house  mate  a  run,  cutting  the  tops  off  in  the  field, 
but  he  failed  to  do  so. 

DISPOSITION  OF  EXHAUSTED  CHIPS. 

Dining  the  first  part  of  the  season  a  long  carrier  was  used  to  convey  the  chips  to 
the  yaroT  It  was  intended  to  extend  tliis  as  the  yard  fiUed,  but  the  chains  brofce  so 
often  that  this  plan  was  given  up  and  the  cliips  taken  off  in  carts. 

The  centrifugals  did  very  poor  work*  throughout  the  season,  but  so  little  sugar  was 
extracted  by  the  battery  that  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  get  new  ones. 

SUMMARY  OP  WORK. 

During  the  season  2,167  tons  of  cane  were  worked. 

Allowmg  25  per  cent,  off  for  tops  and  leaves,  this  would  amount  to  1,623  tons  of 
cleaned  cane;  45,000  x)Ounds  of  04.45  polarization  were  obtained,  or  26.2poimds  per 
ton  of  clean  cane. 
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Eliminating  the  loss  in  the  centrifugals,  which  would  have  been  remedied  if 
enough  sugai*  had  been  obtained  to  justify  it,  the  great  loss  in  working  the  house 
was  in  the  battery. 

Certainly  with  two  years  such  work  as  this  apparatus  has  done  there  will  l>e  no 
more  danger  of  its  being  used  again  in  a  suga:r-hou8e. 


ABSTRACT  OF  REPORT  OF  E.  W.  DBMINa. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans. 

The  experiments  were  conducted  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Conway 
Springs  Sugar  Company. 

This  company  was  incorporated  April  10,  1888,  imder  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Kansas,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  Its  officers  are:  G.  W.  Fahs,  pres- 
ident; E.  E.  Baird,  vice-president;  O.  B,  Armstrong,  treasurer;  E,  W.  Deming, 
secretary  and  manager. 

The  factory  was  equipped  with  two  tubular  boilers  of  160  horse-power  each;  two 
80  horse-power  high-speed  engines;  3  hanging  Hepworth  centrifugals,  with  mixer; 
one  7-foot  vacuum  (dry)  pan  from  R.  Deeley  &  Co.,  New  York.  Hot-room,  with 
fifty  sugar  wagons.  Lillie  double  effect  from  (Jeorge  M.  Newliall  &  Bro.,  Philadel- 
phia. Diffusion  battery  from  Shickle,  Harrison  &  Howard  Iron  Company,  Saint 
Louis;  three  cutters,  with  necessary  clariflers,  skimming  pans,  and  storage  tanks. 
One  dynamo  of  100-lamp  capacity,  incandescent,  provided  lights  for  the  building. 
Two  sets  rolls  and  a  fire  dryer  for  <;rushlng  and  drying  exhausted  chips  a;id  one 
small  open  evaporator. 

The  diffusion  battery  consists  of  sixteen  cells  each  8  feet  long  and  35  inches  in  diam- 
eter, wrought-iron  shell  with  similar  castings,  doors,  and  coimter-weights  at  each 
end,  provided  with  BoHd-rubber  gaskets  that  gave  satisfaction  under  a  80-pound  per 
inch  pressure.  One  heater  for  each  cell,  made  of  0-inch  wrought  pipe  containing  11 
one-inch  brass  tubes  5  feet  long;  the  connecting  and  circulating  pipes  were  of  2^inch 
wrought  iron.  The  battery  was  placed  in  two  Hues  of  seven  Zeils  each,  with  one 
across  each  end,  and  supported  on  wooden  posts,  beams,  and  cross-beams  8  feet  from 
the  ground;  each  cell  would  hold  1,400  pounds  of  chips.  The  cost  of  this  battery 
with  pipe  and  fittings  was  $5,500;  its  work  was  in  every  way  satisfactory.  The  ex- 
haustea  chips  were  discharged  into  a  chute  of  sloping  sides,  directing  them  into  a 
drag  of  peculiar  construction,  delivering  them  into  an  elevated  chute  from  whence 
a  cart  removed  them.    This  apparatus  worked  weU. 

The  double  effects  are  each  4  feet  in  diameter  and  18  feet  long,  placed  on  end; 
each  has  70  three-inch  brass  tubes  S  feet  long  placed  vertically;  ends  of  tubes  prop- 
erly secured  in  plates,  steam  being  admitted  to  the  chamber  about  the  tubes. 
Pumps  draw  the  liquor  from  bottoms  of  pans  discharging  at  the  top,  passing  through 
perforated  screens  to  the  upper  plate,  from  which  it  overflows  a  thm  film  of  juice 
down  the  inside  of  all  tubes  alike;  the  evaporation  occurs  in  the  tubes;  a  vacuum  is 
maintained  throughout  the  tubes  and  circulating  pipes.  The  vapor  was  removed  at 
lower  end  of  tubes,  with  suitable  circulating  pumps  and  a  slight  change  in  the  tops 
to  facilitate  cleaning.  Tliey  will  not  only  have  large  capacityjbut  unusual  merit  for 
liandling  sorghumijuices.  These  pans,  by  reason  of  mechanical  defects  not  difllcult 
to  overcome  and  the  rapid  formation  of  scale  upon  the  heating  surface  extremely 
difficult  to  remove,  caused  some  considerable  delay  to  the  work. 

The  first  or  second  cutter,  Hughes  style,  consisting  of  two  heavy  balance-wheels 
86  inches  in  diameter  placed  82  mches  apart  on  a  8-inch  shaft,  two  knives  placed 
horizontally,  connected  the  face  of  the  balance-wheels.  The  dead-knife  was  placed 
8  inches  below  center  of  the  shaft,  thereby  making  a  bevel  cut  on  the  cane  ;  space 
between  end  of  drag  and  dead-knife  23  inches ;  thia  permitted  the  seed  to  readily 
escape  the  knives  by  falling  into  a  drag. 

Power  was  transmitted  by  a  belt,  the  cutters  making  200  revolutions  per  minute, 
cutting  into  1-inch  sections  a  bed  of  cane  30  inches  wide  and  6  inches  deep.  This 
cutter  proved  deficient  in  both  strength  and  capacity.  One-third  of  the  delays  and 
losses  attending  the  work  are  traced  to  this  source.  Below  the  cutter  was  a  single 
fan  20  inches  in  diameter  and  80  inches  long,  Jiaving  a  motion  of  600  revolutions  per 
minute.    Its  work  was  especially  fine. 

Tlie  two  shredders  were  each  20  inches  long  and  8  inches  in  diameter,  provided 
with  four  knives  held  in  place  by  a  peculiar  arrangement  at  tlie  ends,  leaving  the 
face  of  cylinder  free  of  openings;  motion,  1,200  revolutions  per  minute;  doing  satis- 
factory work. 

Three  clarifiers  of  No.  10  iron,  round,  5  feet  in  diameter  and  80  inches  deep,  with 
cone-shape<l  bottoms.  Two- inch  copper  coils  were  used,  Tliey  lacked  scum  pockets; 
otherwise  their  work  was  satisfactory. 
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The  cane  shed  consisted  of  two  floors,  each  10  feet  wide  and  150  feet  long,  sepa- 
rated one  above  the  other  by  a  space  of  4  feet  As  a  means  of  storing  cane  this  ap- 
paratus worked  welL 

An- open  pan,  iron,  of  two  channels,  each  13  inches  wide  and  12  inches  deep  and 
20  feet  long,  filled  with  three-giiarter-inch  copper  coil,  was  at  first  used  with  steam 
as  a  skimming  pan  to  aid  clarification. 

Later  steam  was  disi)ensed  with  and  the  pan  operated  as  a  continuous-flow  settling 
tank,  giving  better  satisfaction  and  suggesting  a  possible  manner  of  constructing  a 
rapid  system  of  continuous-flow  settling  tanks. 

The  cane  is  received  from  the  farmer  upon  specially  constructed  racks.  The  wagon 
is  driven  on  a  tium-table  by  which  it  was  squared  about,  then  backed  a  few  feet 
against  an  ordinary  wa^on  scales  on  which  was  a  raised  platform  3  feet  high;  an 
iron  hook  was  secured  m  the  t%vo  ropes  placed  around  the  load  hj  the  farmer:  a 
friction  clutch  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  cane  shed,  nearly  200  feet  distant,  drew  the 
load  over  the  rear  end  to  the  scales.  Here  it  was  weighed  net,  and  the  farmer's 
ropes  removed.  An  endless  sling  was  then  thro\*n  over  the  cane,  the  same  power 
taking  it  into  one  of  the  floors  comprising  the  cane  shed,  where  it  was  left  for  night 
run  or  taken  directly  through  to  a  small  downward  incline  where  two  men  pulled 
it  apart,  feeding  to  three  chains  with  attachments  that  carried  it  1  foot  above  a  cross- 
di*a^  leading  to  the  cutters.  The  feed  was  regulated  by  stopping  and  starting  tUJT 
chain.  This  drag  leading  to  flrst  cutter  has  a  motion  of  40  feet  per  minute,  canring 
the  cane  in  bimdles  a  few  inches  of  space  between  the  tops  of  one  bundle  and  the 
tops  of  the  next;  this  permitted  seed  to  drop  freely.  Seed  was  hauled  directly  to 
the  fleld  and  left  in  small  piles;  that  required  for  sugar  work  next  season  is  care- 
fully selected  by  hand,  tied  up  into  bundles  of  eighteen  tufts,  two  bundles  then  tied 
together,  and  so  hung  up  in  a  dry  place.  The  rest  is  stacked,  allowed  to  pass  through 
a  sweat,  and  thrashed  m  Februanr.  It  is  sold  in  large  quantities  at  good  prices  to 
ranchmen,  who  sow  it  for  fodder  for  stock.  The  incn  sections  of  cane  as  they  are 
cut  fall  into  a  strong  blast  of  air  direcly  imdemeath,  by  which  the  leaves  and  the 
sheaths  are  removed.  By  means  of  a  link-belt  drag  the  cleaned  sections  are  con- 
veyed into  the  main  building  to  an  elevator,  taking  them  above  the  roof,  where  they 
are  discharged'  into  the  hopper  of  the  shredder  and  reduced  to  a  pulp,  which  falls 
into  a  carrier  passing  over  the  diffusion  battery.  Openings  in  bottom  of  this  carrier 
permit  the  cane  chips  to  be  spouted  to  cells  on  either  side. 

Although  the  semi-sirup  contained  a  purity  often  above  70,  it  was  difficult  and 
^nerally  impossible  to  start  a  grain  in  the  pan;  a  strike  thus  boiled  to  grain  pro- 
duced exceedingly  fine  grain  difficult  to  purge  and  invariably  dark  in  color,  no  tet- 
ter than  a  number  of  early  strikes  boiled  to  string. 

These  fine,  gummy,  dark  sugars  dissolved  in  clarified  juices  were  used  to  start 
the  grain  ;  an  amount  equal  in  weight  to  one-fifth  that  of  each  strike  produced  a 
fine  sugar  of  medium-size  grain  remarkable  for  its  uniformity  of  grain,  color,  and 
purity.  All  sugars  were  taken  to  the  mixer  and  passed  through  the  centiif ugals  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  remove  them  from  contact  with  the  black  molasses. 

The  entire  water  supply  was  obtained  from  a  bed  of  gypsum  65  feet  from  the  Bvt- 
face,  and  was  positively  unfit  for  use  in  either  tlie  boilers  or  the  diffusion  battery.  The 
injurious  effects  of -this  water  was  observed  early,  Dr.  Wiley  being  the  first  to  sus- 
pect the  true  cause.  By  the  use  of  this  water  for  diffusion  there  is  a  loss  (estimated) 
of  22i  pounds  of  su^ar  from  each  ton  of  cane  worked,  or  35  per  cent.  It  ruined  the 
molasses,  and  to  this  gypsum  is  attributed,  du-ectly  or  indirectly,  nearly  two-thirds 
of  the  annoying  and  expensive  delays  and  losses  incident  to  the  present  season's 
work. 

Canes  of  unusual  richness  were  worked,  th^  battery  secured  a  good  extraction,  the 
entire  evaporation  occurred  in  vacuum  with  but  shght  inversion  of  sugar;  but  large 
yields  of  sugar  did  not  follow. 

The  analyses  of  molasses  from  the  sugars  explains  much,  many  of  them  showing 
the  relative  sugars  four  and  even  four  and  one-half  to  one,  yet  so  engulfed  with  a 
mass  of  gums,  black  and  bitter,  as  to  render  impracticable  any  attempt  to  'secure 
second  sugars. 

In  my  opinion  the  estimated  loss  of  sugar  due  to  the  use  of  this  water  should  be 
doubled.  1  would  respectfully  ask  critioAlly  inclined  persons  to  keep  these  facts  in 
mind  when  reviewing  the  accompanying  tables,  which  contain  notwitlistanding 
some  interesting  and  reliable  information. 

The  farmer  looks  upon  this  indu8tr>  as  one  created  for  his  special  bcneilt,  and 
when  considered  from  his  stand-point,  as  judged  by  its  agriculture,  can  see  only 
ma;2pificent  successes  for  all  sugar  work.  An  average  crop  of  cane  as  grown  in  tliis 
section  at  $2  per  ton  equals  in  value  the  land  upon  which  it  is  grown. 

No  crops  are  ^own  with  more  certainty  ;  others,  com  eepecuUly,  in  most  local- 
itiee  of  this  section  are  not  sure  every  season.    One  farmer  growing  30  acres  re- 
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ports  an  average  of  18^  tons  per  acre.  Some  small  pieces  produced  more,  the 
average  being  10^  tons  per  acre.  Ten  thousand  acres  at  $2  per  ton  could  easily  be 
contracted  for  delivery  next  season.  The  farmers  are  not  slow  to  see  the  advan- 
tages offered  in  growing  cane  at  these  prices. 

The  soil  of  this  section  ccm  be  called  neither  clay  nor  sand,  being  light,  loose,  not 
sticky,  li^ht  in  color,  contains  httle  organic  matter,  and  produces  only  a  medium- 
sized  stalk  of  com  or  cane. 

But  one  trial  run  waa  made,  worked  by  itself ;  48  tons  of  cleaned  cane,  from  which 
was  obtained  8,850  poimds  of  sugar  of  98  per  cent,  purity,  and  1,000  gallons  of  mo- 
lasses, being  90  poimds  of  sujjar  and  23.2  gallons  of  molasses  from  each  ton.  The 
laboratory  work  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  H.  "W.  Wiley,  in  charge  of  Prof.  E.  A. 
von  Schweihitz,  assisted  by  Mr.  Oma  Carr,  has  been  most  satisfactory.  The  infor- 
mation gained  through  their  labors  will  prove  very  interesting  and  valuable  to  all 
friends  of  this  industry. 

I  am  well  satisfied  no  well-regulated  sugar  works  can  be  successfully  operated 
and  the  best  results  obtained  unless  a  complete  chemical  control  of  the  every-day 
work  prevails. 

The  following  facts  may  not  be  out  of  place:  This  enterprise  was  no  exception 
to  those  preceding  in  respect  to  starting  late  in  the  season,  after  the  crop  was 
planted,  as  it  were.  Less  than  three  months  intervened  between  the  placing  of  or- 
ders for  the  machinery  and  the  date  of  ripening  of  the  first  planted  cane.  "Die  fac- 
tory was  two  weeks  in  starting,  and  th^  other  end  of  the  season  shortened  by  burn- 
ing of  the  boilers  November  4,  leaving  75  acres  of  most  excellent  cane  that  was  rich 
in  sugar. 

Gypsum  had  a  most  disastrous  effect  upon  the  boilers;  frequent  stoppages  of  work 
were  required  to  clean  them.  By  reason  of  excessive  scaling  of  boiler  stieQ  and  tubes 
the  efficiency  of  the  boilers  was  greatly  reduced. 

The  following  figures  relative  to  this  plant  were  taken  from  the  books  of  the  com- 
pany and  are  reliable: 

Cost  of  sugar-works  plant $44, 547. 72 

Less  cost  OT  water-works  plant 6, 000. 00 

$44,647.72 

88,547.72 

Donation  city  water- works  bonds 12, 800. 00 

Received  from  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture . .      10, 000. 00 

Farmer's  stock  for  cane  paid  in 4, 600. 00 

27,800.00 

Cost  to  present  owners 11, 247. 72 

Costoffebor 5,896.02 

Less  labor  on  water  works 1, 500. 00 

4,896.06 

Cost  of  fuel 3,096.88 

Cost  of  cane 6,980.00 

Cost  of  incidentals,  barrels,  etc 1,864.87 

14,886.72 

100,000  pounds  sugar,  at  6i  cents 6,600.00 

100,000  pounds  sumr,  2  cents,  State  bounty 2,000.00 

86,000  gallons  molasses,  at  12  cents 4, 820. 00 

6,000  bushels  seed,  60  cents  (estimated) 8,000.00 

16,820.00 

Gain 988.28 

Five  thousand  dollars  were  paid  to  railroads  for  freight  transportation.  The  cost 
for  coal  and  labor  to  handle  1  ton  of  cane  is  $2.60;  much  coal  was  used  for  testing 
machinery,  water-works,  etc.  Profit  per  ton  over  cost  of  production,  88  cents. 
Taking  the  season  as  a  whole  the  plant  was  operated  at  less  than  half  its  capacity 
with  no  decrease  in  cost  of  labor.  Fully  160  tons  could  have  been  worked  with  the 
same  labor  and  an  increase  of  20  per  cent,  of  fuel,  making  the  value  per  ton  of  cane 
worked  over  cost  of  production  $1.62,  or  $248  per  day. 

For  working  a  20(f-ton  plant  costing,  perhaps,  20  per  cent,  and  fuel  26  per  cent., 
would  show  value  of  proauct  over  cost  of  production  of  $8.60  per  ton,  or  $720  per 
day. 

These  yields  are  based  ux)on  results  of  this  season's  work— ^  pounds  of  sugar  and 
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16i  gallons  of  molasses  from  each  ton,  which  certainly  is  20  per  cent,  less  than  may 
reasonably  be  expected  hj  the  use  of  good  water. 

The  average  quality  or  sugar  as  placed  upon  the  market  from  these  works  was 
equal  to  the  oest  in  purity,  but  stamed  slightly  by  contact  with  black  molasses;  it 
has  a  hard,  firm,  medium-sized,  well-cut  grain,  was  dried  thoroughly,  and,  unlike  all 
fine-gramed  sorghum  sugars  heretofore  produced,  does  not  cake  or  become  hard  in 
the  barrel.  It  stands  next  to  granulated  in  price  and  sweetening  power,  the  jobbers 
selling  at  6}  cents  per  pound  more  of  this  sugar  than  all  yellow  sugars  combined. 
Confectioners  apiureciate  its  sweetening  power.  The  molasses  was  very  dark  in 
color,  shf^  and  bitter  to  the  taste,  daasea  but  little  better  than  black-strap;  witli 
pure  water  tne  quality  should  be  improved  and  the  selling  price  increased  to  18  or 
20  cents  per  gallon. 

The  Departaient  of  Agriculture,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Wiley,  who  first 
advocated  and  practically  applied  the  process  of  diffusion  to  the  manufacture  of 
8u^  from  sorghum,  has  made  it  posdbie  to  secure  practically  all  the  sugar  in  the 
jmce,  this  being  the  first  and  greatest  step  towards  the  establishment  of  me  indus- 
try; the  next  greatest  and  scai^jr  less  important  step  still  awaits  a  solution.  I  refer 
to  the  clarification  of  sorghum  juices.  The  methods  now  employed  for  this  purpose 
ai'e  borrowed  from  the  sugar-cane  work  of  Louicdana,  being  merely  the  addition  of  mne 
and  removing  what  scums  appear  on  the  surface.  Analysis  shows  the  amount  of 
sugar  in  each  ton  of  cane,  avers«ing  the  whole  season,  to  be  249  pounds;  the  glucose 
would  hold  in  solution  66  poun£,  leaving  188  pounds  available  did  not  other  solids, 
as  gums,  starch,  coloring  matter,  etc.,  eSao  restrain  1.4  times  their  equal  of  sugar 
from  graining,  until  a  possible  yield  of  100  pounds  or  less  from  each  ton  of  cane  is 
our  best  work.  Must  we  stop  here  and  peimit  the  loss  of  one-half  or  more  of  the 
sugar  found  in  the  cane  ?  The  task  is  not  an  easy  one,  as  the  many  know  who  have 
considered  it  even  briefly,  but  its  importance  and  necessity  demand  that  we  sit  not 
idly  bv.  The  people  of  the  whole  southwestern  portion  of  this  State,  to  my  personal 
knowledge,  are  enthusiastic  upon  the  auction  of  sorghum  sugar;  a  failure  any  sea- 
son to  grow  good  sorghum  is  not  recorded.  The  establishing  of  sugar  works  would 
bring  imder  cultivation  lands  now  considered  of  little  value  except  for  growing  sor- 
ghum, and,  fortunately,  will  produce  a  sorghum  of  the  very  best  quality  for  pro- 
ducing sugar. 

These  facts  are  fully  appreciated,  and  every  town,  many  without  water  and  others 
without  railroads,  aspires  to  the  possession  of  sugar  worn. 

Daily  during  the  working  season  conmiittees,  del^ations,  and  individuals  Tisited 
the  sugar  works,  leaving  full  of  confidence  in  the  work. 

A  number  of  factories  could  be  erected  in  this  section  next  season  if  experienced 
men  could  be  found  to  operate  them. 

MB.  DBMINa'S  DIRBOTIONS  FOR  RAISING  OAXB. 

Much  depends  on  a  good  stand  from  the  first  planting.  No  filling  in  will  be 
allowed,  if  necessary  to  replant  any  portion  it  must  be  replowed,  cultivated,  or 
listed  over.  The  field  should  first  be  cleared  of  all  trash,  such  as  stalks,  weeds,  and 
bunches  of  grass.  This  is  best  done  by  raking  and  burning.  Unless  a  lister  is  used 
a  good  seed  oed,  such  as  for  wheat,  should  he  provided,  and  the  seed  deposited  in 
fresh,  moist  earth,  deep  enough  to  insure  moisture,  yet  not  beyond  the  sun's  warmth. 
This  varies  from  one-half  inch  in  depth  on  heavy  clay  soils  to  8  or  more  inches  on 
li^t,  loose,  sandy  soil. 

It  is  essential  that  the  seed  be  planted  at  an  even,  uniform  depth  to  insure  its 
coming  up  and  ripening  early,  and  the  seed  must  imder  no  circiunstances  be  dropued 
or  covered  by  hand.  For  loose  sandy  soils  a  lister  is  a  goodplanter.  A  good  garde., 
drill  may  answer,  and  under  some  circumstances  a  forcea  wheat  drill,  having  all 
the  holes,  except  the  two  next  the  outside  ones,  closed,  but  for  a  prepared  seed  Led 
a  regular  two-horse  corn-planter,  with  or  without  a  drill  attachment,  gives  the  best 
result,  planting  at  a  uniform  depth,  and  the  wheel  firming  the  soil  about  the  seed, 
causing  it  to  germinate  and  grow  more  rapidly  with  a  better  start  of  the  weeds. 
Unless  the  planter  has  broom-corn  plates,  which  are  the  best,  the  holes  in  the  com 
plates  should  be  partially  closed  witn  lead,  babbitt,  cork,  or  leather,  until  they  admit 
of  the  passage  of  not  more  than  four  or  five  seeda  at  each  movement  of  the  plate. 
A  slight  excess  of  seed  should  be  planted,  and  the  hoe  used  to  properly  clean  it  out. 
This  should  be  done  invariably  before  the  cane  is  4  inches  high.  Good  soils  will 
produce  a  stalk  of  cane  for  each  4  inches  of  row  space.  When  the  rows  are  42 
mches  apart,  two  stalks  should  be  allowed  a  space  of  10  inches,  three  stalks  18 
inches,  four  stalks  80  inches,  six  stalks  42  inches,  and  never  more  than  six  stalks  in 
anyone  bimch,  no  matter  how  spaced. 

Foul  land  is  easiest  tended  when  planted  in  checks,  and  all  lands  so  planted  pro- 
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duce  more  sugar  but  a  smaller  tonnage  than  when  planted  in  drills.  The  cultiva- 
tion should  be  merely  ux)on  the  surface,  to  avoid  cutting  and  otherwise  disturbing 
the  roots,  checking  their  growth,  and  inducing  a  growth  of  suckers  to  sap  the  parent 
stalks  and  retard  their  development. 

All  that  is  required  is  to  keep  the  grass  and  weeds  in  check,  and  all  cultivation 
should  cease  when  the  joints  appear,  as  any  interference  with  the  roots  at  this  time 
results  most  seriously.  One  well-maturea  stalk  will  grow  on  tiie  e^ce  occupied 
by  two  small  ones,  is  as  heavy  aa  six  small  ones,  and  contains  more  iuice  sugar  and 
less  impurities  in  proportion  to  its  weight.  The  seed  and  leaves  are  less  than  25  per 
cent,  of  total  weight  of  the  large  stalks,  while  with  small  canes  the  loss  from  this 
soiurce  may  reach  fully  50  per  cent. 

To  plant  cane  upon  new  ground  the  turned  sod  should  be  quite  thin,  but  evenly 
and  smoothly  laid.  The  seed  should  be  planted  with  a  two-horse  corn-planter,  pro- 
vided with  a  rolling  coulter  to  cut  and  not  displace  the  sod,  depositing  the  seed  just 
underneath  the  subsoil.  The  sod  acts  as  an  excellent  mulch  to  retain  moisture  and 
prevent  the  growth  of  grass  and  weeds,  no  cultivation  or  further  attention,  except 
thinning,  being  necessary  imtil  harvest  time.  A  good  practice  for  planting  cane 
upon  old  ground  is  to  plow  the  land  at  any  time  during  early  spring,  but  do  not 
harrow .  At  planting  time  take  a  two-horse  cultivator,  pla^  three  smallshovels  upon 
each  beam,  spread  and  fasten  the  beams  so  that  the  shovels  will  work  up  a  space 
for  two  rows,  each  4  inches  deep  and  12  inches  wide.  Let  the  planter  follow  soon, 
depositing  the  seed  in  the  center  of  this  worked-over  space.  There  will  be  no  weeds 
or  grass  for  6  inches  upon  either  side  of  the  plants,  and  the  cultivator  will  care  for 
the  space  between  the  rows.  Cane  deteriorates  very  rapidly  when  cut,  lying  on  the 
ground  in  bimches,  exposed  to  the  sun  and  dryinc  wmds,  a  few  days  of  such  ex- 
posure changing  the  sugar  into  glucose.  Cane  shomd  be  delivered  the  same  day  as 
cut,  the  only  exception  to  this  rule  being  to  cut  and  load  on  the  wagon  the  evening 
before  what  can  be  delivered  early  the  next  morning. 

Next  to  the  importance  of  proDerly  thinning  the  canee,  the  necessity  of  having 
well-matured,  freshly  cut,  promptly  delivered  cane  is  the  most  important  x)oint  con- 
nected with  the  agriculture  of  this  business. 

Instructions  for  converting  an  ordinary  hay-rack  into  a  cane-rack  will  be  furnished 
by  the  cane  a^ent.  Each  wagon  must  be  provided  with  two  rqpes,  each  three- 
fourths  of  an  mch  in  diameter  and  85  feet  long,  by  which  the  cane  is  unloaded. 
The  cane  must  be  loaded  so  the  tops  project  over  the  right  side  of  the  rack,  facing 
the  team. 

AB  STRACT  OF  REPORT  OF  E.  A.  V.  8CHWEINITZ. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  whole  canes  are  recorded  in  table  No.  1.  The  canes 
were  topped  and  stripped,  and  the  juice  expressed  by  means  of  a  small  hand-milL  llie 
average  amoimt  of  sucrose  in  the  juice  was  about  2  per  cent,  higher  than  the  aver- 
age of  any  crop  heretofore  worked.  The  highest  per  cent,  was  found  in  sample  No. 
162,  taken  from  a  load  of  Sterling  Orange.  The  lowest  percentage  of  sucrose  was 
noted  in  two  samples  of  mixed  Amber  and  imripe  Orange  on  September  4  and  Sep- 
tember 10.  The  best  samples  taken  during  the  working  season  were  Nos.  27,  Am- 
ber, 852,  Orange,  and  374,  Link's  Hybrid.  The  Amber  cane  after  being  cut,  if  left 
lying  for  any  length  of  time,  deteriorated  rapidly,  as  shown  by  the  analysis  of  No. 
26. 

The  percentage  of  moisture  in  the  cane  during  the  month  of  October  decreased 
rai)idly,  and  the  same  quantity  by  weight  of  cane  yielded  only  about  one-half  the 
weieht  of  juice  given  earlier  in  the  season.  The  dryness  of  the  cane  was  also  noted 
by  the  farmers,  as  their  loads  lost  several  hundred  pounds  as  compared  with  the 
same  sized  load  during  the  first  part  of  the  work.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  the 
cane«was  very  pithy.  On  an  average  one  out  of  every  five  stalks  contained  little  or 
no  juice,  and  a  lare^e  amoimt  of  fiber.  The  cane  cut  diu*ing  October,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  which  was  left  lying  from  two  to  three  days  at  a  time  on  accotmt  of  delays 
in  working,  did  not  deteriorate  to  any  great  extent.  The  dryness  of  the  cane  ngam 
probably  explains  this. 

Af  ter*^the  factory  stopped,  a  number  of  samples  of  cane  was  taken  for  the  purixjse 
of  determining  the  condition  of  the  still  outstanding  crop. 

Samples  Noe.  882  and  888  gave  the  highest  result  of  the  season.  Another  sample. 
No.  383,  from  a  field  which  the  cane-grower  claimed  was  the  poorest  out,  showed  a 
high  percentage.  No.  378  was  from  a  field  of  second  growtn  from  stubble.  On 
November  4,  some  25  tons  of  cane  were  left  on  the  rack.  One  lot  was  selected  and 
analyzed,  some  of  it  put  into  a  silo.  A  sample  of  the  remainder  tested  four  days 
later  showed  that  there  had  been  no  deterioration  in  tiie  cane,  as  can  be  seen  from 
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analjEee  Nos.  886  and  891.  This  cane  had  been  exposed  to  heavy  frost,  snow,  and 
thaw. 

Cane  taken  from  the  field  on  November  7,  and  again  from  same  field  November 
12,  showed  but  little  deterioration.  * 

The  average  percentage  of  sucrose  in  the  mill  juices  from  the  fresh  chips  is  .8  per 
cent,  higher  than  that  recorded  in  the  average  of  the  whole  canes.  This  is  explained 
by  noting  sev^rad  very  low  percentages  of  sucrose  in  some  of  the  samples  of  whole 
cane,  without  a  correspondmg  low  percentage  in  the  chips. 

Here  it  may  be  notea  that  in  taking  samples  of  fresh  and  exhausted  chips,  as  also 
of  diffusion  and  cUurified  juices,  care  was  taken  to  secure  comparative  samples. 
The  battery  consisted  of  16  cells,  but  only  12  of  these  were  in  the  cu-cuit  at  one  tune. 
The  tre^  chips  were  taken  from  these  12  cells  and  the  exhausted  chips  from  the 
same.  Tlie  juices  were  sampled  as  they  ran  into  the  defecators,  care  being  taken 
to  secure  those  corresponding  to  the  fresh  chips.  The  samples  of  semi-sirup  were 
taken  as  a  rule  once  every  twelve  hours,  and  correspond  approximately  to  tlie  juices 
analyzed.  For  the  most  part  two  sets  of  samples  were  Uiken,  one  in  the  morning 
and  the  other  in  the  afternoon. 

The  lowest  sucrose  and  highest  glucose  were  recorded  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season,  llie  highest  sucrose  of  the  season  was  noted  on  October  15,  and  the  lowest 
glucose  on  Octooer  26. 

The  average  percentage  of  sucrose  for  October  was  13.22  and  glucose,  2.07.  From 
September  SS  to  the  end  of  the  season  the  mill  juices  appeared  to  be  unusuaUy  rich. 
The  average  for  October  was  .8  per  cent,  higher  than  the  average  for  the  entire  sea- 
son. This  is  2.88  per  cent,  higher  than  the  average  at  Fort  Scott  in  1887.  As  noted 
in  connection  with  the  whole  canes,  the  dryness  may  partly  explain  this,  but  the 
location  and  soil  of  Ck)nway  seem  to  be  especially  adapted  to  the  growth  of  sorghum. 
It  is  further  south  than  any  other  point  m  Kansas  wnere  sorghum  has  been  grown, 
and  the  season  appears  to  be  longer  and  better  than  in  eastern  Kansas. 

The  mean  of  sucrose  in  diffusion  juices  is  higher  than  the  mean  at  Fort  Scott  in 
1887,  but  considerably  lower  than  would  be  ex^>ected  from  the  analyses  of  the  chip 
juices.  Tlie  difference  may  be  accoimted  for  either  by  the  dryness  and  pithiness  of 
the  canes,  as  just  mentioned,  or  by  inversion  in  the  battery.  In  order  to  prevent 
inversion,  if  any,  carbonate  of  lime  was  used  in  the  battery  for  a  time.  Although 
the  acid  was  neutralized  to  about  the  same  extent  as  at  Fort  Scott,  apparency 
inversion  was  not  prevented.  In  place  of  carbonate  of  lime  a  number  of  expen^ 
ments  were  made  with  caustic  Ume.  The  hme  was  distributed  upon  the  chips  as 
they  passed  from  the  macerator  to  the  battery  by  means  of  a  roll,  about  li  pounds 
of  lime  being  added  to  each  cell. 

The  object  was  to  add  just  so  much  lime  to  the  chips  that  100  c.  c.  of  the  juice 

when  in  the  clarifiers  woidd  require  about  5  c.  c.  of  j^  alkali  to  neutralize  it. 

The  highest  per  cent,  of  sucrose  for  the  season  in  the  diffusion  juice  was  noted 
September  29,  10.02  per  cent.,  being  2.80  per  cent,  above  the  average.  The  corre- 
sponding mill  juice  for  the  same  date  was  14.92  per  cent,  sucrose,  2.5  above  the 
average,  showing  that  fair  comparative  samples  had  been  secured. 

The  average  during  October  was  8.59  per  cent,  sucrose,  1.74  per  cent,  glucose, 
better  than  the  results  obtained  at  Lawrence,  La.,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 
sugar  cane  has  less  glucose.  The  purity  of  tlie  diffusion  juices  was  lower  than  that 
of  the  mill  juices  from  the  chips.    This  is  due  probably  to  inversion  in  tlie  battery. 

Record  was  kept  during  the  entire  season  of  the  amounts  of  sucrose  and  glucose 
left  in  the  chips.  The  highest  percentage  of  sucrose  in  the  mill  juices  from  these 
was  noted  at  the  end  of  the  season,  November  2,  being  2.91  per  cent.  The  avera'^e 
extraction  for  the  entire  season  was  88.73  per  cent,  of  the  sugar  in  the  cane.  Tliis 
is  a  poor  extraction,  being  fully  4. 1  per  cent,  lower  than  the  extraction  at  Fort  Scott 
in  1«87.  The  average  dilution  for  the  season  was  11.55  per  cent.  From  tlie  first  of 
the  season  to  October  15,  160  gallons  were  drawn  off  each  time;  from  that  date 
till  the  close  of  the  season  180  gallons.  Elacli  cell  held  1,400  poimds  chips.  Deduct- 
ing 10  per  cent,  for  fiber  we  have  1,260  pounds  juice  in  each  ceU. 

Av  rage  weight  of  juice  drawn  from  first  of  season  to  October  15 .  poimds . .  1 ,  849. 00 

From  then  till  close  of  season do 1, 512. 00 

Mean  Brix  from  September  6  to  October  15: 

In  mill  juices 18. 93 

In  diffusion  juices 18.  05 

October  15  to  Nov.  2: 

Mill  juices 20. 10 

Diffusion  juices 12. 55 

Dilution  from  September  6  to  October  15 per  cent. .  6. 50 

Dilution  from  October  15  to  ckwe  of  season do 16. 06 
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The  poor  extraction  was  due  partly  to  the  large  chips  furnished  by  the  small 
cutters  during  a  portion  of  the  season,  to  the  irregularity  in  working,  but  chiefly  to 
the  small  quantity  of  juice  drawn  off ;  all  points  which  might  have  been  more 
carefully  noted  aftd  the  loss  avoided.  As  the  dilution,  if  moderate,  is  of  small^ im- 
portance, the  object  should  be  to  get  all  or  as  nearly  all  as  possible  of  tiie  sugar  from 
the  cane. 

The  water  from  the  well  proved  upon  examination  to  be  highly  charged  with 
mineral  matter,  containing  818  grains  to  the  gallon.  This  was  cniefly  gypsiun,  to- 
gether with  some  little  magnesium  sulphate  and  sodium  chloride.  A  lO-per  cent, 
solution  of  sugar  prepared  with  this  water  and  evaporated  to  a  thick  sirup  showed 
no  more  inversion  than  a  solution  of  the  same  strength  made  u^  with  distilled 
water  and  evaporated.  The  addition  of  acetate  of  lime  to  the  solution  had  no  in- 
verting action. 

The  water  gave  particular  trouble  in  the  boilers,  forming  rapidly  a  heavy  scale. 
The  want  of  proper  cleaning  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  caused  burning  of  the 
boilers  on  November  4,  and  stopped  the  work.  The  latter  part  of  the  season  the 
vapor  water  was  run  into  a  pond  and  used  for  diffusion  purposes.  This  wator  was 
strongly  acid,  due  to  the  decomposition  of  organic  matter,  and  not  much  of  an  im- 
provement on  the  well  water.  On  account  of  the  foaming  it  was  difficult  fdso  to  use 
it  in  the  boilers. 

In  the  few  samples  of  masse  cuite  not  enriched  the  proportion  of  sucrose  to  glu- 
cose was  about  the  same  as  in  the  semi-sirups,  showing  mat  there  was  not  any  in- 
version in  the  strike  pan. 

The  percentage  of  ash  found  in  the  masse  cuite  is  1.6  higher,  and  in  the  molasses 
1  per  cent,  higher  than  the  average  found  at  Fort  Scott  in  1887.  This  we  may  fairlv 
attribute  to  the  large  amount  of  gypsum  in  the  water.  After  pond  water  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  well  water,  except  on  one  or  two  days  when  lime  in  the  battery  was 
in  excess,  the  corresponding  percentage  of  ash  was  diminished. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  the  number  of  tons  of  cane  worked,  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses made: 

Total  number  of  tons  of  cane  passed  over  the  scales,  2,991. 

Of  this  480.5  tons  were  Early  Amber  mixed  with  unripe  Sterling  Orange;  8,560.5 
tons  were  chiefly  Orange  with  a  small  quantity  of  Link^s  Hybrid.  The  estirnated 
average  tonnage  per  acre  is  10.  The  highest  tonnage  13.5  per  acre.  Twenty-five 
tons  were  left  on  the  cane  rack  when  work  stopped,  so  that  the  actual  number  of 
tons  of  cane  worked  was  3,996,  and  tons  worked  for  sugar  2,585.5.  Tons  of  cane  for 
molasses  only,  480.5.  Deducting  25  per  cent,  for  leaves  and  seed  we  have  2,225  tons 
of  cleaned  cane. 

Total  number  of  cells  filled  from  September  12  to  close 2, 780 

Number  of  pounds  of  chips  in  each  cell 1,400 

Total  number  of  pounds  of  chips  in  cells  (1,860  tons) 8, 722, 000 

Number  tons  cleaned  cane  from  September  12  to  close 1, 901 

Making  a  difference  of  41  tons  unaccounted  for,  some  of  which  was  thrown  out 
by  the  fan  and  from  the  drag.  The  remainder  can  be  attributed  to  lost  records 
which  were  missing  for  several  days'  work. 

YIELD  OP  8UOAR. 

Total  number  of  pounds  of  sugar '. 100. 500 

Gallons  of  molasses 86, 000 

There  was  left  on  hand  at  close  of  season  one  tank  full  of  semi-sirup,  equal  to  600 
gallons  of  molasses.  This  makes  average  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  neld  cane,  esti- 
mated on  the  cane  actually  worked  for  sugar,  as  89.2  pounds,  and  on  cleaned  cane 
52.8  pounds  per  ton.  The  quantity  of  molasses  made  per  ton  of  clean  cane  was  14. 
Or  estimating  the  sugar  on  total  number  of  tons  of  cane  cut  during  the  season  we 
have  45.1pounds  per  ton  of  cleaned  cane.  Two  trial  runs  were  made  during  the 
season.  The  first  46.9,  tons,  eave  8,986.5  pounds  sugar  and  9,580  gallons  molasses, 
equal  to  85  x)ounds  sugar  and  20  gallons  molasses  per  ton.  The  second  trial  run 
gave  90  poimds  sugar  and  16  gallons  of  molasses  per  ton  on  a  run  of  60  tons. 

During  the  season  there  were  lost  by  carelessness  4,800  gallons  of  semi-sirup  and 
7,200  gaUons  of  juice,  corresponding  to  about  100  tons  of  cane.  The  battery  soured 
twice  and  was  drawn  off  twenty-eight  times,  causing  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  cells  of  chips  of  1,400  pounds  each,  equal  to  184  tons  of  cane.  Deduct- 
ing, then,  284  tons  from  the  number  of  tons  worked  for  sugar  we  have  1,667  tons 
of  cleaned  cane  with^an  average  of  60.2  pounds  sugar  per  ton. 

From  each  ton  it  was  estimated  that  2  bushels  of  seed  and  200  pounds  of  leaves 
were  obtained.  The  seed  was  carefully  hand-picked  ^d  thrashed,  so  that  this  prod- 
uct will  prove  very  valuable. 
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The  total  number  of  dajB  actual  work,  counting  each  day  at  twenty-two  hours, 
was  thirty.  By  that  we  mean  that  the  number  ot  hours  during  which  the  cutter 
actually  worJced  would  be  equal  to  thirty  days  of  twenty-two  hours  each.  If  a  fac- 
tory  is  substantially  built,  the  machinery  strong  and  every  bolt  in  its  place,  there  is 
no  reason  why  there  should  not  be  a  steady  yearly  run  of  ninety  days  full  time. 
During  the  working  season  every  hour's  delay  is  so  much  money  lost,  and  a  sugar 
factory  should  run  as  smoothly  as  a  grist  mill.  It  is  a  question  of  practical  mechanics 
.  which  a  good  machinist  can  handle. 

ABSTRACT  OF  THB  RBPORT  OF  A.  A.  DBNTON  AND  C.  A.  CRAMP- 
TON,  STBRLINa  BXPBRIMBNT  STATION. 

The  experimental  work  which  has  been  done  at  the  Sterling  sugar  experiment 
station  was  wholly  in  the  line  of  improving  the  sorghum  plant  with  a  view  to 
increase  the  yield  of  sugar  from  sorghum  canes,  to  obviate  certain  physical  or  out- 
ward faults  of  the  plant,  and  to  obtain  varieties  which  are  less  variable  in  thei^ 
yield  of  sugar. 

It  is  probable  that  the  extraction  of  juice  from  sorghum  canes  has  nearly  or  quite 
reached  its  practical  limit  and  that  diffusion  apparatus  needs  only  to  be  improved 
in  detaEsof  construction,  which  is  more  properly  the  work  of  machinists. 

It  is  probable  that  the  evaporating  apparatus  used  in  sugar  manufacture,  ''he 
triple  enect,  the  vacuum  pan.  etc.,  will  not  soon  be  very  greatly  improved,  for  tney 
are  the  result  of  many  years  of  experiment  by  scientists  aided  by  the  most  skilled 
enjgineers. 

There  remains,  Iwwever,  a  very  important  and  promising  field  for  experimental 
work  in  the  line  of  sugar  manufacture,  and  that  is  tne  improvement  of  the  sorghum 
plant  upon  which  the  sorghum-sugar  industry  depends  for  ultimate  success.  The 
miportanoe  and  necessity  of  such  work  has  been  recognized  by  every  one  who  has 
be^  engaged  in  the  development  of  the  industry,  but  very  little  has  been  actually 
done  in  thkt  direction;  the  greatest  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  methods  of 
extraction  and  manufacture,  while  the  quality  of  the  raw  material  has  been  neg- 
lected. 

If  improved  varieties  of  sorghmn  were  developed,  as  improved  varieties  of  the 
sugar  cane  or  of  the  su^  beet  have  beai  developed,  a  successful  futiure  for  the 
sorghum-sugar  industry  m  competition  with  the  sugar-cane  and  the  sugar-beet  in- 
dustries comd  be  confidently  assured. 

In  illustration  of  this  disability  which  hinders  the  sorghtmi-sugar  industry  it  is 
proper  to  recall  the  fact  that  the  new  beet-sugar  factory  erected  tnis  year  in  Cali- 
fornia imported  beet  seed  from  Europe  at  heavy  cost,  because  there  the  sugar  beet 
has  been  bred  up  and  improved  by  many  years  of  persistent  effort  by  experts  in 
that  line,  so  that  this  Emropean  improved  beet  seed  produces  at  once  m  Ciuifomia 
beets  which  contain  from  13  to  15  per  cent,  of  sugar.  New  sorghum-sugar  factories 
have  been  built  this  season  in  Kansas,  but  they  can  nowhere  procure  similar  im- 
proved sorghiun  seed,  for  the  sorghmn  plant  has  yet  to  be  developed  and  improved. 
As  an  instance  of  the  necessity  for  the  exercise  of  care  in  the  selection  of  seed,  the 
experience  of  two  of  the  new  factories  this  season  may  be  cited.  One  of  us  visited 
the  factories  at  Douglass  and  Ck>nway  Springs  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  about 
September  7;  at  the  latter  place  there  was  great  complaint  of  the  quality  of  the 
early  cane;  seed  had  been  obtained  supposea  to  be  pure  Early  Amber^  but  seed  of 
later  varieties,  such  as  Orange,  had  been  allowed  to  become  mixed  with  it  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  and  the  result  was  a  field  of  cane  of  which  the  greater  part  was 
fully  ripe  and  ready  for  working  while  a  portion  was  still  green,  with  the  seed  not 
yet  out  of  the  dough.  It  required  entirely  too  much  labor  to  separate  it  in  the  field, 
and  when  the  cane  was  cut  and  brought  to  the  factory  the  green  cane  lowered  the 
average  of  the  whole  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  hardly  fit  to  work  for  sugar.  At 
Doug&ss  about  liK)  acres  had  been  planted  for  early  cane  with  seed  supix)^  to  be 
Earl:^  Amber.  As  the  factory  was  greatly  delayed  in  starting  u^  fears  nad  been  en- 
tertamed  that  this  cane  was  overripe  and  deteriorating.  Examination  showed  this 
''  early  cane  **  to  be  not  Early  Amber  at  all,  but  the  ola-fashioned  Clunese,  a  variety 
which,  with  us  at  least,  did  not  attain  its  maximum  of  sugar  content  imtU  quite  late 
in  the  season.  Had  the  factory  gotten  into  operation  by  the  middle  of  August,  as 
they  expected,  they  would  have  found  their  "early  cane*'  entirely  too  green  to 
make  sugar. 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  THB  EXPERIMENTAL  WORK  AT   THB    BTERLINa  SUGAR   EXPERIMENT 

STATION. 

In  the  spring  of  1888  the  Sterling  Sirup  Works  planted  all  the  varieties  of  sorghum 
^diich,  with  the  time  and  means  at  their  command,  they  could  procure  in  this  or  in 
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foreign  countries,  in  an  experimental  field  under  aa  similar  conditions  as  possiUe,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  compare  the  quaUties  of  the  canes  of  the  numerous  varieties 
with  a  view  to  selecting  the  best  varieties  for  future  cultivation.  They  had  in  mind 
a  similar  experimental  plantation  in  Jamaica,  where  QO  to  70  varieties  of  the  sugar 
cane  have  for  many  years  been  grown  in  order  to  select  the  varieties  which  were 
best  suited  to  the  West  Indies;*  the  result  of  which  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  an 
improved  variety  of  sugar  cane,  which  is  sometimes  called  "  Jamaica'*  because  it 
was  grown  at  and  introduced  by  the  Jamaica  e^meriment  station,  is  now  giving  an 
extraordinarv  yield  of  sugar  in  many  places.  They  were  induced  to  imdertake  this 
experimentaTwork  by  the  necessities  of  their  business.  In  the  past  seven  years 
they  have  produced  each  year  from  500  to  700  acres  of  cane,  and  have  manufactured 
the  crop.  Each  year  they  have  planted  the  common  varieties,  and  also  varieties  new 
to  them  which  they  could  readily  procure.  The  selection  of  better  varieties  and  the 
improvement  of  the  quality  of  the  canes  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  them,  as  it  is 
to  all  others  who  are  concerned  in  the  sorghmu  industry. 

It  appeared  to  the  Sterling  Sirup  Works  that  the  first  step  to  be  taken  in  improve 
ing  the  sorghum  plant  was  to  coUect  as  many  varieties  as  possible  from  all  locaUties 
where  sorghum  is  grown,  to  acclimate  them  and  practically  test  the  numerous  vari- 
eties in  all  the  points  which  constitute  a  good  variety  of  sorghum. 

It  is  now  to  be  regretted  that  a  much  more  extended  search  was  not  made  in  this 
and  in  foreign  countries  for  other  rare  and  \mknown  varieties;  but  they  then  re- 
garded this  year's  work  as  only  the  beginning  of  a  private  research  which  would 
continue  for  some  years. 

THE  NECESSITY  FOR  IMPROVINa  THE  SORGHUM  PLANT. 

The  sorghum  plant  is  adapted  to  large  areas  of  the  country  which  are  not  adapted 
to  the  production  of  sugar  from  the  sugar  cane  or  from  the  sugar  beet.  It  is  espe- 
cially adapted  to  the  dry  climate  of  the  Great  West.  Its  cultivation  is  suited  to  the 
habits  of  the  farming  population.  When  the  sorghum  plant  has  been  successfully 
developed  and  improved  as  other  siigar-producing  plants  have  been,  the  sorghum- 
sugar  mdustry  will  prosper  and  ^vill  employ  coital  and  labor  in  producing  the 
sugar  which  we  now  import. 

THE  FAULTS  OF  THE  SORGHUM  PLANT. 

The  sorghum  i>lant  is  sometimes  a  good  sugar-producing  plant,  sometimes  it  is 
merely  a  sirup-producing  plant.  This  variability  m  the  chemical  composition  of 
its  juices  is  wnat  might  be  expected  from  a  plant  which  has  not  yet  been  bred  up 
to  fixed  types  of  excellence  by  long-continued  selections  of  seed  from  the  finest 
plants  of  the  best  varieties. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1744  the  chemist  Marggraff  was 
able  to  extract  5  per  cent,  of  sugar  from  the  beet;  fifty  years  afterward  the  chemist 
Achard  was  able  to  extract  but  1  per  cent,  of  sugar  from  the  beet,  and  the  eminent 
chemist  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  pubushod  positive  assertions  that  beet  sugar  could  not 
be  made  profitably,  and  that  beet  sugar  was  not  fit  for  use.  Sixty-five  years  after 
Marggran  had  extracted  5  per  cent,  of  sug;ar  from  the  beet,  the  beet-sugar  factories 
realized  only  2  per  cent,  of  sugar  from  it.  These  facts  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
sugar  beet  was  variable  imtil  the  plant  had  been  developed. 

Besides  the  variability  of  the  sorghum  plant  there  are  other  faults  which  pertain 
in  greater  or  less  d^ree  to  the  different  varieties.  Some  varieties  are  long  and 
slender  reeds  with  heavy  seed  tops  and  the  canes  are  liable  to  lodge  and  tangle  in 
storms.  This  fault  greatly  increases  the  diflficulty  of  harvesting  the  canes,  and  the 
**  down  "  or  lodged  canes  are  also  inferior  in  saccharine  value. 

Some  varieties  **  tiller; "  that  is,  one  root  produces  several  canes  just  as  one  grain 
of  wheat  produces  several  stalks.  This  habit  is  injurious  because  the  secondary 
canes  ripen  at  different  periods,  and  in  harvesting  large  fields  of  cane  it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  mixing  overripe,  ripe,  and  unripe  canes,  some  varieties  have  a  tault  of 
producing  false  or  secondary  seed  heads.  As  soon  as  the  cane  approaches  maturity, 
and  often  before  that  period,  it  forms  two  or  more  new  seed  heads  which  rapidly 
develop;  this  delays  the  ripening  of  the  cane  and  lessens  tiie  yield  of  sugar.  Some 
varieties,  as  soon  as  fully  mature,  produce  offshoots  from  each  joint  of  the  canes 
and  also  offshoots  from  the  roots,  and  the  sugar  in  such  rapidly  disappears.    Some 

♦Analyses  of  samples  of  these  different  varieties  from  a  collection  exhibited  at 
the  New  Orleans  Exposition  in  1885  were  made  by  C.  A.  Crampton,  at  the  su^nr 
laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  its  exhibit.  The  results  of  the^c 
analyses  were  published  by  Professor  Morris,  in  the  Jamaica  Offldal  Oazette, 
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Tarieties  rapidly  deteriorate  in  the  quality  of  the  jxiioe  as  soon  as  they  are  ripe  and 
allow  little  time  to  manufacture  the  canes.  Some  varieties  mature  very  small  seeds 
and  these  produce  plants  which  are  weak  and  slow-growing  in  the  first  weeks  of 
their  existence  and  are  kept  clear  from  the  more  vigorous  weeds  with  greater  diffi- 
culty than  the  stronger  plants  which  are  produced  by  the  larger  seeds. 

Some  varieties  have  v«ry  impure  juice  and  some  have  strongl;^  acid  juice.  Some 
varieties  give  light  yield  of  cane,  light  yield  of  juice,  and  light  yield  of  seed.  Some 
varieties  obstinately  retain  the  ^lume  or  the  envelope  of  the  seed  grains  so  that  it 
can  not  weU  be  separated  by  ordmary  means.  Analyses  seem  to  show  that  the  clean 
grain  of  sorghum  seed  is  practically  equal  in  value  to  com  as  food  for  stock,  but  tlie 
adhering  glume  or  envelope  contams  tannin,  which  is  injurious,  and  some  varieties 
contain  much  of  this  substance  and  some  but  little.  Some  varieties  mature  so  late 
that  they  give  but  little  time  to  manufacture  the  canes  before  frost. 

THE  FAULTS  OF  THE  SOBaHUM  PLANT  AND  OF  THE  SUQAB  BEET  OOMPABED. 

• 

The  sugar  beet  contains  mineral  substance  which  lessens  the  yield  of  su^^.  As 
a  rule  these  mineral  substances  in  the  juice  vary  inversely  as  the  sugar  vanes;  that 
is,  the  greater  the  percentage  of  sugar  the  lower  the  percentage  of  mineral  sub- 
stance. 

Sorghum  contains  glucose  in  the  juice,  and  this  lessens  the  yield  of  sugar.  As  a 
ruletne  percenta^  of  glucose  in  the  juice  varies  indirectly*  as  the  percentage  of 
sugar  vanes;  that  is,  the  greater  the  percentage  .of  sugar  the  less  the  percental  of 
glucose. 

The  beet  has  also  physical  or  outward  faults;  it  is  a  biennial  plant;  it  stores  sugar 
the  first  season  and  produces  seed  the  second  season.  The  sugar  beet  often  goes  to 
seed  the  first  season  and  such  beets  are  worthless  for  sugar  manufacture. 

Sorghum  is  an  annual  plant.  It  produces  sugar  and  also  seed  in  one  season;  and 
when  it  has  produced  its  sugar  ana  its  seed  it  often  attempts  a  second  crop  of  seed, 
and  this  lessens  the  yield  of  sugar. 

The  sugar  beet  sometimes  makes  a  *'  second  growth;*'  sorghum  also  sometimes 
sends  out  offshoots  from  every  joint  and  offshoots  from  the  roots.  The  sugar  beet 
is  sometimes  hollow;  sorghum  canes  are  sometimes  pithy  and  contain  but  httle 
juice. 

The  sugar  beet  is  sometimes  attacked  by  the  '*  brown  penetration,"  a  discolora- 
tion whicn  lessens  the  yield  of  sugar;  sorghmn  canes  sometimes  have  brown  or  red 
spots  in  the  interior  of  the  canes. 

The  sugar  beet  often  had  faults  of  form;  it  had  forked  roots  making  harvesting 
the  beets  and  cleaning  them  from  dirt  more  difficult;  sorghum  also  has  faults  of 
form. 

CAN  THE  SOBGHUM  PLANT  BE  IMFBOYED? 

Judging  bv  all  analo^es  the  sorghum  plant  can  be  very  greatly  improved  by  in- 
telligent and  long-continued  selection.  Stirpiculture  in  the  animal  kingdom  has 
eiven  us  the  CJotswold  sheep,  the  Poland-China  hog,  the  Jersey  cow,  and  the  Nonnan 
Borse.  In  the  vegetable  kmgdom  it  has  given  us  the  Peabody  com,  the  Zinfandel 
grape,  the  Lapice  sugar  cane,  and  the  Klein- Wanzleben  sugar  beet.  It  has  been 
truly  said,  **  wherever  and  whenever  plant  selection  of  the  oest  for  seed  has  been 
long  continued  wonderful  results  have  been  obtained."  Darwin  said:  **  Let  any 
common  plant,  even  a  roadside  weed,  for  instance,  be  grown  on  a  large  scale  and 
let  a  sharp-sighted  gardener  select  and  propagate  slight  variations,  and  see  if  new 
varieties  do  not  result.**  Ejiauer  started  with  a  variety  of  the  sugar  beet  which 
contained  but  11  per  cent,  of  sugar;  he  improved  it  by  selecting  the  best  for  seed 
rmtil  he  produced  the  "Imperial"  variety  which  contained  16  per  cent,  of  sugar. 
Deprez  et  Fils,  by  selection  of  seed  from  the  best  roots,  produced  three  varieties  which 
contained  froiQ^om  14  to  16  per  cent,  of  sugar,  vilmorin,  the  celebrated  horti- 
culturist of  France,  created  the  **  Improved  Vilmorin,**  improved  in  form  and  in 
yield  of  sugar.  There  are  no  apparent  reasons  why  the  sorghum  plant  may  not  bo 
unproved  by  diligent  use  of  similar  methods. 

THE  BIETHODS  OF  IMPBOVING  THE  PLANT. 

Theprincipal  methods  of  improving  the  plant  may  be  stated  as  follows : 

(1)  By  growing  and  testing  all  known  varieties  and  selecling  the  most  promising. 

(2)  "Ety  hybridizing  or  crossing  these  varieties. 
^8)  By  preserving  "sports'*  or  variations. 

(4)  By  selecting  seed  from  the  finest  individual  canes  of  each  variety. 
(B^  By  improved  methods  of  cultivation. 
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All  of  these  methods  have  been  practiced  to  a  greater  or  leM  extent  in  the  work 
at  this  station,  and  the  results  will  bo  set  forth  in  the  order  giren  above.  It  must 
be  remembered,  however^  that  th«  results  accomplished  in  this  direction  by  one 
season's  work  can  be  at  best  but  a  mere  beginning.  To  attain  the  end  desired  in 
the  improvement  of  the  plant,  th«  continuation  of  such  work  over  a  series  of  years 
is  indi^nsable.  If  tills  season^s  work  and  the  methods  pursued  wilt  serve  to  point 
out  the  necessity  and  importance  of  this  line  of  investigaticm,  and,  in  general,  the 
manner  in  which  it  may  be  best  carried  out,  a  great  deal  will  have  been  accom- 
plished. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  call  attention  to  th*  desirabliity  of  following  up 
the  system  of  development  thus  opened  up ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  opportunity 
may  be  afforded  the  Department  In  the  future  to  carry  out  this  work,  wluch  prom- 
ises  to  be  of  ths  greatest  value  to  the  sugar  industry. 

I.  Experiments  in  Growing  Different  Varieties  of  Cane. 

It  is  probable  that  all  varieties  of  sorghum  are  not  equally  well  adapted  to  all  lo- 
calities where  sorghum  is  grown.  Some  varieties  have  peculiaritie8  which  cause 
them  to  succeed  nest  in  certain  places  j  the  Early  Amber,  for  instance,  probably 
succeeds  better  and  has  moi«  valuable  oualities  in  Iowa  than  in  T^xas.  There  is  an 
analog^y  in  this  with  other  plants.  A  Rhenish  variety  of  tlie  grape  succeeds  best  in 
dry  sou;  a  Swiss  variety  succeeds  best  in  wet  climates.  Spanish  varieties  of  wheat 
do  not  succeed  in  Qerpianv-;  English  wheat  does  not  thrive  in  India. 

To  select  the  best  varieties  of  sorghum  for  a  given  locality,  it  is  necessary  to  grow 
all  known  varieties  there  and  to  select  those  which  prosper  best  under  its  conditions. 

It  is  not  now  ea^  to  collect  seed  of  nimierous  varieties  of  sorghum.  The  common 
varieties  only  are  for  sale  by  seed  dealers;  other  varieties  can  only  be  found  among 
distant  cancgrowers  in  this  and  in  forelm  coimtries.  In  collecting  many  varieties 
many  duplicates  of  some  varieties  are  obtained,  because  a  single  variety  often  has 
many  names.  This  is  natural  in  foreign  countries,  where  different  languages  are 
used;  but  in  our  own  country  the  same  variety  often  has  many  names,  wmch  are 
usually  derived  from  some  peculiarity  of  the  plant.  This  is  also  true  of  other  plants, 
tt  is  said  that  all  the  varieties  of  the  suW  beet  may  be  classed  in  four  groups. 
There  seem  to  be  twenty-three  principal  varieties,  wliich  have  several  hundml 
names. 

The  varieties  of  sorghum  often  can  not  be  distinguished  bv  the  appearance  of  the 
seed  alone,  or  even  by  the  seed-'heads  alone;  they  can  best  be  clasi^  by  observing 
the  Rowing  canes.  Varieties  which  have  long  been  grown  under  very  different 
conditions  often  vary  enough  from  the  usual  type  to  be  classed  as  subvarieties.  'The 
Chinese  oane  from  Austraua  differs  in  some  r^4>^^  ^^  ^^^  Chinese  from  Central 
America,  and  that  differs  in  some  respects  from  the  Chinese  of  this  country.  These 
facts  add  to  the  difficulty  of  classif ymg  the  numerous  varieties  of  sorghum.  Bor^ 
^hum  is  also  grown  in  opposite  henxispheres,  and  the  proper  season  to  collect  varie- 
ties of  sorghmn  in  one  country  is  not  the  proper  season  in  another  ooimtry. 

VAtttSmS  aitOWN  at  TBB  STBRUKO  lOXPERIiattCT  btatiok. 

There  Wore  about  WO  different  plots  of  sorghum  grown  at  this  station.  Of  these 
150  were  crosses  selected  by  Mr.  Mnton;  the  remaining  100  plots  were  planted  with 
varieties  presumably  distinct,  though  more  than  one  plot  wasplanted  of  a  few  stand- 
ard varieties  from  seed  obtained  from  different  localities.  Of  those  supposed  to  be 
distinct  varieties,  however,  though  sent  in  under  different  names,  many  were  found 
to  be  duplicatee,  showing  minor  variations  perhaps,  but  not  sufficient  to  entitle  them 
to  classinoation  as  distinot  varieties.  For  instance,  seeds  of  the  well-known  variety, 
the  Red  liberian,  were  received  bearing  the  names  ''African,^'  *'Bumac,"  <*aul>> 
head,'*  *'  Rio  Blanco,''  eto.;  samples  of  Honduras  seed  were  named  "  Honey  Oane,'* 
**  Broom  Cane,"  *'  Silver  Top;"  samples  of  Chinese  cane  seed  were  received  as  *'  New 
Sugar  Cane"  and  *' Sorghum  Ba<3charatum.''  It  will  be  seen  in  the  following  an- 
alyses that  seeds  of  the  same  varisties  received  from  different  localities  produced 
canes  of  quite  different  qualities.  Thirtysix  of  the  varieties  proved  to  be  non*«ao- 
channe,  useful  for  forage  purposes,  but  not  containing  enough  saccharine  matter  to 
be  of  value  as  sugsur-producing  plants.* 

In  addition  to  most  of  the  varietiee  grown  in  the  United  States,  the  list  includes 
many  obtained  from  Asia,  Africa,  and  South  America.  The  seeds  of  many  foreign 
varieties  were  injtu*ed  by  dampness  and  by  insects;  from  some  of  these  not  a  single 
seed  germinated*  • 

*Of  the  non-saccharine  varieties  twentv  were  derived  ^rom  China,  eight  from 
Africa,  three  from  India,  and  five  from  this  country.  Tlie  seed  from  all  these  were 
carefully  preserved,  and  will  be  distributed  by  the  Department.  Many  will  doubt- 
less prove  new  and  valuable  acquisitions  as  forage  plants. 
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OOMPAMBOK  or  THE  VAtttKnUS  Bf  ANALYSIS. 

It  is  not  an  easy  matter,  as  might  seem  to  be  the  case  at  first  sight,  to  make  a 
comparison  of  different  varieties  by  the  analysis  of  juices  from  selectiSd  samples. 
In  tSe  first  place,  to  make  a  fair  comparison  between  varieties  they  should  be  taken 
at  tiieir  maTrimum  of  maturity,  and  this  is  a  point  which  can  not  be  determined 
by  any  outward  sign,  but  only  by  actual  analysis.  Then  the  difficulties  of  sampling 
cane  can  only  be  properly  appreciated  by  one  who  is  familiar  with  them.  Add  to 
these  the  dilfficulties  i>i  comparison,  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  always  gfstting  uni- 
tann  conditions  in  the  growth  of  the  plots  tliemselves;  attacks  of  chinch^bugs  in 
one  i>lot  and  not  in  another;  a  sandy  spot  in  one  and  not  in  another;  imnerfect 
germin&iicm  of  seed  in  one  plot,  causing  a  thinstand,  while  in  another  plot  the 
canes  stand  closd  together;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  task  of  differentiation  be- 
tween varieties  by  growing  them  in  plots  and  submitting  the  Canes  produced,  to 
analysis,  is  by  no  means  an  easy  one.  It  is  a  very  complex  problem.  One  seascoi's 
work  should  nevei"  be  hdd  conclusive.  A  variety  may  have  been  placed  at  a  dis- 
advantage, from  Bokne  one  of  nimierous  possible  causes. 

In  the  work  here  the  varieties  were  analyzed  as  often  as  possible^  to  avoid  the 
error  of  having  analyses  of  either  unripe  or  over-ripe  canes  to  compare  with  the 
analyses  of  other  varieties  at  their  maximum;  the  highest  analysis  obtained  mav  be 
taken  as  the  basis  of  comparison.  The  error  of  sampling  was  avoided  as  mucn  as 
possible  by  taking  good-sised  samples,  and  by  having  them  all  taken  by  (me  and 
tiie  same  person.* 

The  errots  arising  from  differences  of  growth  were  au^ented,  unfortunately,  by 
Srregula^ti^s  in  the  time  of  planting,  some  lots  of  seed  being  received  very  late  in 
the  spring.    The  time  of  planting  is  noted  with  each  plot. 

In  the  following  table  tne  highest  result  attained  by  average  samples  from  plots 
of  the  different  varieties  grown  is  given*  In  nearly  all  cases  the  sample  showing 
the  highest  content  of  sugar  gave  also  the  best  results  in  the  other  two  essentials, 
vis.  minimum  of  glucose  and  maximum  of  purity;  but  where  this  rule  did  not  hold 
good  the  analysis  which  showed  superiority  in  two  essentials  was  inserted  as  the 
maximum  analysis  attained  by  the  variety  diudng  the  season. 

TM$  BhofOing  fmwifivwn  ancUpaM  of  each  variety » 


Variety. 


SmMB's  EsUy  Qolde& 

Early  Tennessee 

WhiTlDff'B  Eoriy  Variety 

Rack  Amber » .  > 

Wmte AInber 'i - •  •  v-  • , . • 

r  Axttber  frotn  New  TKOk . 
r  Amber  ffom  KaniAs .... 

p'8  Early  Variety 

Etefrom — 

Central  Amefiea 

Kew  South  watee 

Africa 

United  BtatM 

Wblte  India 

White  India  Arom  Louisiana. . . 
Eartar  Orange  from— 

K|M«fl« 

flooth  Carolina  %s 

Arkansas • .... 

Yjffli^gi^f^i^ 

Kansas  Orange 

Kew  Orange 

lAte  Orahge  from  New  Yof k  . 


Medium  Onuge 

Red  Liberian  from— 


Mimouri. 

Texas 

Golden  Rod ^. 

HoDe)r  Dew ". . 

patcher^s  Hybrid 

litok^  Hybrid 


No.  of 
t)k>t. 


98 
103 
S34 

do 

02 
28 

1 

62 
215 
282 

»? 

68 

84 
22B 

68 

49 
88 
89 


Date. 


Aug.  24 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  80 
Sept.   7 

At^r.  M 

Aug.  M 
Aug.  25 
OcC     4 

Oct.  15 
Sfii>t.  17 
Del.  8 
Oct.  8 
Oct.  9 
Oct.     6 

Sept.  27 
Oct.  0 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  9 
gept.  26 

Oct.  4 
Bopt.  27 
flept.  5 
Oct.  22 
Sept.  3 
Oct.     5 


No.  of 

ahaljr. 

sis. 


8 

6 

46 

120 


4 

6 

460 

596 
216 
508 
511 
581 
474 

871 
467 
270 
601 
528 
875 
540 
841 

402 
867 
99 
660 

85 


18.08 
15.54 
15.68 
12.88 
18.08 
18.10 
17.54 
li.78 

17.05' 
16.29 
17.08 
19.00 
17.67 
16.88 

17.58 
18.78 
10.58 
17.90 
16.91 
16.25 
17.99 
16.70 

18.80 
19.92 
14.85 
18.10 
16.24 
18.45 


Sucrose. 


Per  cent. 
12.88 

8.45 
10.30 

C.50 
12.09 
13.70 
18.18 
11.94 

11.79 
9.76 
12.46 
1.3.28 
13.07 
11.90 

12.82 
18.62 
11.30 
12.90 
12.17 
9.58 
12.:^ 
11.84 

18.25 

6.96 
11.92 
10.50 
18.97 


Glucose. 


Percent. 
1.92 
2.55 

1.48 

?:Jt 

1.12 
1.07 
1.46 

1.85 
2.25 
1.44 
1.40 
1.02 
1.26 

1.88 

i.n 

2.20 
1.18 
1.20 
3.07 

f:8 

2.74 

1.84 
4.48 
2.62 
2.14 


Coeffi- 
cient Of 
purity. 


71.44 
64.88 
65.90 
50.47 
72.05 
75.60 
75.14 
71.16 

67.88 
69.91 
60.80 
6D.68 
78.96 
72.87 

72.92 

n.eo 

66.91 
72.07 
71.97 
58.66 
70.76 
70.90 

70.48 
74.10 
48.50 
65.86 
64.66 
75.72 


^  Mr.  Denton  did  all  the  sampling  him  self » 
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Table  shounng  maonmum  analyses  of  each  variety— Continued. 


Variety. 


Price*«  Hybrid 

Planter^  Friend 

I  (ouduras  f  rom— 

Louisianft 

Texas 

GoomNeck 

Waubansee 

White  African 

Texas  Red 

Unnamed  yarietie»— 

United  States 

South  Africa 

United  States 

India 

South  Africa 

United  States 

Africa 

Do 

Do 

United  States 

Africa 

Do 

United  States 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Ayerage. 


No.  of 
plot. 


101 
214 

64 
66 
TO 
260 


Date. 


Sept.  8 
Sept.  80 

Oct  15 
Oct.  S8 
Oct.  2S 
Oct.  6 
Sept.  22 
Oct.   10 

Oct.  15 
Oct.  8 
Oct.  19 
Sept  26 
Oct  19 
Oct  19 
Oct.  6 
Oct.  8 
Oct  15 
Sept  26 
Oct  6 
Oct  6 
Sept  26 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  6 
Oct.  6 
Oct.  19 
Oct  19 


No.  of 
analy- 
sis. 


84 
418 

606 
664 
664 
466 
905 
545 

610 
513 
646 
847 
644 
643 
497 
515 
606 
861 
494 
480 
856 
524 
498 
490 
684 
686 


16.84 
20.60 

16.54 
15.15 
17.20 
16.83 
17.20 
20.26 

16.26 
12.20 
18.60 
16.64 
16.10 
17.09 
16.42 
16.81 
16.20 
16.97 
15.82 
17.20 
17.44 
18.00 
17.77 
16.85 
18.00 
18.60 


16.79 


Sucrose. 


JPeroent 
10.77 
18.88 

9.64 
9.84 
11.88 
11.71 
11.10 
18.80 

11.48 
'6.56 
18.84 
12.87 
10.70 
11.54 
12.72 
11.48 
11.88 
11.85 
10.20 
12.79 
11.87 
18.28 
12.80 
10.57 
0.98 
18.06 


11.60 


Glucose. 


Percent 
2.71 
1.66 

8.24 
2.72 
2.60 
.91 
1.67 
2.84 

1.29 

2.65 

.55 

.60 

1.81 

1.49 

2.80 

1.60 

1.41 

1.41 

.68 

.60 

1.06 

1.01 

2.27 

2.96 

8.50 

2.82 


1.86 


CJoeffl- 
cientof 
purity. 


63.05 
07.46 

61.80 
64.96 
66.16 
71.75 
64.54 
C8.14 

70.00 
68.68 
74.41 
09.05 
66.46 
67.52 
69.06 
70.89 
70.26 
60.88 
67.17 
74.86 
66.06 
78.78 
72.08 
62.78 
55.17 
70.22 


09.62 


These  results  are  quite  interesting  as  furnishing  a  means  of  comparison  of  the 
relative  merits  of  the  different  varieties.  The  ten  varieties  whioh  stand  highest  in 
each  of  the  three  essentials  are  given  below,  in  the  order  of  their  value: 


List  of  ten  varieties  giving  best  results. 


No. 

Sucrose. 

Per 
cent 

Glucose. 

Per 
cent 

Coefficient  of  purity. 

Per 
cent 

1 

Red  Iiiberiftn 

14.76 
18.97 
18.84 
18.88 
18.80 
18.70 
13.62 
13.26 
18.28 
18.07 
1 

PlotNo.!4,U.S 

Plot  No.  80,  Africa 

Plot  No.  86,  Africa 

Plot  No.  15,  India 

link's  Hywid 

.55 

.60 

.68 

.65 

.82 

.91 

1.01 

1.02 

1.04 

1.05 

Link's  Hybrid 

Early  AmhAr , , , , , 

75.72 

9 

T.lnk'8  Hybrid 

Plot  No.  14 

75.69 

f) 

Plot  No.  14 

74  41 

4 

Planter's  Friend 

Texas  Red      

Plot  No.  89 

74  86 

5 

R^  Lib^rian 

74  10 

6 

Early  Amber 

Waubansee 

White  India 

78.00 

7 

Early  Orange 

Plot  NO.  50 

Plot  No.  50 

Plot  No.  50 

78  78 

8 

White  India 

Early  Orange 

Plot  wo.  51 

72  92 

9 

Chinese 

Medium  Orange    

PlotNo.44,U.S 

72.08 

10 

White  India 

Kansas  Orange 

71.97 

These  lists  comprehend  altogether  eighteen  varieties,  of  which  Jj^pr  appear  in  all 
three  of  the  lists,  four  on  two,  and  ten  on  only  one,  as  follows: 


PlotNo.  14 8 

Link's  Hybrid 8 

PIotNo.50 8 

White  India 8 

PlotNo.89 2 

Early  Amber 2 

Red  Liberian 2 

Early  Orange 2 

PlotNo.86.. 1 


Plot  No.  16 

Waubansee 

Medium  Orange . 

PlotNo.  44 

PlotNo.  51 

Kansas  Orange  .\ 
Planter  8  Friend . 

Texas  Re<J 

Chinese 
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From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  four  varieties  combine  in  a  high  degree  the  three  good 
^pialities  of  a  large  percentage  of  sucrose,  low  content  of  glucose,  and  high  puritv  of 
juice.  Link's  Hybrid  and  the  unnamed  variety  No.  14  divide  honoi-s  for  the  first 
place,  both  standmg  very  near  the  top  of  the  list  in  all  tliree  essentials.  The  former 
nas  always  proved  a  good  sugar  producer,  where  it  has  liad  time  to  mature  before 
frost.  The  Early  Amber  is  noticeable  for  its  high  purity,  five  of  the  plots  of  its  sub- 
varieties  giving  a  purity  of  over  70;  from  this  quality  doubtless  arises  its  superiority 
as  a  sirup-making  variety.  The  low  content  of  glucose  in  several  of  the  unniuned 
varieties  from  tropical  countries  is  remarkable,  as  most  of  them  were  not  entirely 
matiu«  before  frost.  It  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  comparing  the  varieties  on  the 
basis  of  the  analysis  that  the  outward  faults  of  a  variety  may  entirely  overbalance 
its  value  as  shown  by  analysis.  The  Link's  Hybrid,  for  instance,  which  gives  such 
good  results  on  analysis,  has  a  fault  of  form  that  almost  destroys  its  practical 
vahie. 

n.  EXPSBIMENTS  IN  HyBRTDTZTNG  OR  CBOSSINQ  VaBIBTIBS.— HI.  EXPERIMENTS  IN 

PRESERViNa  Sports  or  Variations. 

These  two  methods  of  improvement  ma^  as  well  be  considered  together,  for  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  sorghum  plant  it  is  hard  to  draw  the  line  between  them. 
The  different  varieties  which  have  become  established  cross  so  readily  with  one 
.  another  that  where  variations  occur,  in  a  field  of  cane,  for  instance,  it  is  often  diffi- 
cult to  say  positively  whether  it  is  a  true  sport,  whether  it  is  from  one  seed  of  a  dis- 
tinct variety  accidentally  introduced,  or  whether  it  is  from  a  seed  that  had  been  cross- 
fertilized  from  a  different  variety.  Doubtless  both  causes  of  variation  obtain  to  a 
large  extent,  for  tlie  one  is  a  natural  consequence  of  the  other;  that  is,  on  account 
of  the  readiness  with  which  two  individuals  cross,  a  larse  number  of  varieties  have 
been  produced,  and,  as  many  of  these  are  not  well  established  or  fixed,  they  exhibit 
a  constant  tendency  to  revert  to  original  types,  thus  showing  variations.  Whether 
the  wide  variations  shown  in  the  different  kinds  of  sorghum  are  due  more  to  cross- 
ingor  more  to  type  variation  is  a  question  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  here.  It  is 
sumcient  to  show  that  such  capability  for  variation  does  exist  In  the  work  done 
at  this  station  no  distinction  could  be  made  between  variations  produced  by  crossing 
and  those  which  were  true  sports.  As  this  season's  work  was  only  the  b^uining  it 
was  impossible  to  obtain  true  artificially-produced  crosses,  that  is,  variations  produced 
by  the  careful  cross-fertilization  of  two  distinct  and  definite  types.  The  plots  called 
*'  crosses  "  were  planted  from  seed  heads  obtained  by  Mr.  Denton  from  various  fields 
of  sorghum,  and  were  simply  variations  from  the  general  type  of  the  cane  growing 
about  them.  In  the  great  majority  of  these  cases,  the  canes  produced  from  this 
seed  showed  such  well-marked  reversions  to  two  well-defined  types  that  it  was  a 
pretty  fair  presumption  that  they  actually  did  result  from  the  cross-fertilization  of 
those  types;  but  of  course  such  work  should,  in  the  future,  be  carried  out  upon 
known  types,  artificially  cross-fertilized. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  CROSSES. 

Kolreuter  says :  **  He  who  would  produce  new  varieties  should  cross  varieties." 
Darwin  says:  **  In  regard  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  crosses  between  varieties  there 
is  plenty  of  evidence."  **The  crossing  of  two  forms  which  have  long  been  culti- 
vated implies  that  new  characters  actually  arise  some  of  wliich  may  be  valuable 
and  permanent."  It  would  be  superfiuous  to  quote  more,  for  G^artner,  Herbert, 
Sageret,  Lecoq,  Naudin,  and  many  other  eminent  experimenters  speak  of  the  won- 
denul  vigor,  size,  tenacity  of  life,  precocity,  and  hardiness  of  hybrid  productions. 

It  is  stated  in  **  The  Sugar  Beet'^*  that  **  if  a  superior  variety  of  beets  be  placed 
near  another  ^i^ariety  the  result  will  be  most  advantageous,  and  it  may  be  concluded 
from  these  experiments  which  we  indorse  that  the  resulting  race  will  for  the  time 
b^g  be  richer  in  seed,  and  that  the  roots  grown  therefrom  will  contain  a  sugar 
content  more  r^ular.  etc.,  than  had  existed  in  either." 

In  regard  to  tne  effect  of  croBsing  varieties  it  can  be  said  that  it  seems  to  increase 
the  vigor  of  the  plants  sometimes  m  a  wonderful  degree.  The  crossed  canes  are 
often  much  larger  and  taller,  and  often  have  much  heavier  seed  heads  than  either 
parent  form.  A  crossed  cane  is  sometimes  earlier,  often  later  in  maturing  than 
either  parent.  Some  crosses  breed  true  to  the  new  type  from  the  start  and  show  no 
tendency  to  reversion;  but  usually  the  first  season  the  crossed  seeds  are  planted 
some  of  the  plants  revert,  some  to  one  parent  form,  some  to  the  other,  ^d  some  are 

«  «  xhe  Sugar  Beet,"  by  Lewis  E.  Ware. 
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intermediate  forma.  If  now  seed  of  the  type  iqref erred  ia  selaoted  and  planted  again 
the  new  plants  show  leas  tendency  to  revert;  by  continuing  the  aelection  and  throw- 
ing out  varying  forma,  the  new  type  is  fixetl  and  beoomea  a  n«w  variety.  There  ia 
greater  tendency  to  reversion  in  *' violent "  croaaea  between  diwimilar  forma  than  in 
crosses  of  allied  forma.  A  cross  may  be  slight  or  complete,  in  fact,  there  may  be 
aever^  crosses  between  two  varieties.  For  instance,  a  fixed  croaa  between  the 
Early  Amber  and  the  Orange  may  resemble  the  Early  Ambw  more;  another  croaa 
betwten  the  same  varieties  may  reaemble  the  Orange  more.  Three  oanei  taken 
from  a  plot  of  this  last  crosa  showed  by  analyais  a  higher  percentage  of  sugar  than 
any  other  in  the  season's  work,  with  one  exception. 

ADVANTAQEa  OF  SOROHUM  OVBB  eUOAB  CANE  ON  AOOOUNT  OP  THB  HASH  WITH 
WHICH  VABIATIONS  ARE  PRODUCED  IN  THE  FORMER. 

Dr.  Morris,  formerly  director  of  the  Jamaica  Botanical  Gardens,  where  an  experi- 
mental plantation  of  sixty  to  seventv  varieties  of  the  aumx  cane  is  maintained,  in 
an  address  before  tlie  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  sa^: 

**  It  is  well  known  that  the  sugar'cane  does  not  produce  seed,  and  hence  it  is  im- 
possible to  improve  it  by  any  proceas  of  hybridizing  and  crosainK  found  so  beneficial 
to  other  plants.  New  varietiea  amongst  augar  canea  ariae  generally  in  the  form  of 
bud  variation.  These  occur  very  seldom,  and  pooaihly  amongst  thousands  of  aorea 
not  one  cane  will  be  detected  which  exhibits  any  wellrmarked  characteristics,  . 
Planters,  however,  should  be  keen  to  notice  any  canes  that  show  a  departure  from 
the  t^rpea  and  should  cultivate  them  separately.  If  the  sugar  cane  were  capable 
of  being  imjiroved  purely  by  cultivation  and  experimental  proceaaea  like  those 
which  have  improved  the  beet,  thia  would  be  one  of  the  most  effective  means  of 
benefiting  the  induatry." 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONfl  ON  **8P0RTa"  OR  fiPONTANBOUS  VARUnONfl. 

It  is  well  known  that  new  varieties  sometimea  suddenly  and  spontaneously  appear 
in  plants,  They  are  created  by  bud  vyiation.  A  peach  tree  suddenly  produces  a 
branch  which  yields  nectarines.  A  plum  tree  which  had  yielded  yellow  plums  for 
forty  years  produced  a  single  bud  which  produced  a  new  and  valuable  permanent 
variety,  the  red  Magmmi  Bonum  plum.  The  yariations  in  the  tropicaJ  sugar  cane 
were  entirely  produce^  in  that  way,  as  has  already  been  shown  by  tne  statements  of 
Prof eaaor  Morris,  just  quoted.  In  Mauritius  a  sugar  cane  of  the  ribbon  variety  pro^ 
duced  two  new  canes,  a  green  cane  and  a  red  one.  This  was  coxwidered  an  a«tomsh- 
ing  variation  there.  The  causes  of  such  variations  are  unknown.  It  is  only  known 
that  they  do  occur,  and  that  valuable  new  varieties  sometimea  suddenly  appear. 
The  history  of  some  of  the  varieties  of  sorghum  would  seem  to  indicate,  so  far  aa 
it  is  possible  to  obtain  accurate  hiformation  of  such  noattera*  that  they  originated 
in  this  way.  In  Indiana,  in  a  field  of  Chinese  cane,  a  single  cane  ripened  two  weeks 
earher  than  the  other  canes;  this  variation  was  preserved  and  named  the  Early 
Amber.  It  is  the  most  widelj  known  of  all  the  varieties  of  sorghum.  In  the  ex- 
perimental field  of  this  station  there  were  growing  Early  Amber  canes  received 
from  New  South  Wales,  from  Cape  Town,  and  from  many  places,  showing  ita  wide 
distribution. 

In  New  York  in  a  field  of  Early  Amber  only  one  cane  ripened  before  froat,  Thia 
variation  waa  preserved  and  named  by  us  Whiting*s  Early  Vw?iety.  It  maturea  ten 
daya  earlier  than  tlie  Early  Amber.    It  seema  to  be  a  sport  from  a  sport. 

In  Tennessee,  in  a  field  of  Honduras  a  single  cane  ripened  two  weeks  eaiiier  than 
the  other  caneti,  Thia  variation  was  preserved  and  was  named  Unk'H  Hybrid.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  varieties  of  sorghum  for  sugar  manufacture.  It  ha«  been  known 
to  have  as  high  as  19.  d5  per  cent,  of  cane  augar  in  its  juice  by  anaiyvia. 

WORK  AT  THE  STSRUNO  STATION  ON  CROSSES  OR  VARIATIONS. 

It  may  be  said  of  the  work  done  here  in  thia  direction  that,  in  the  first  place,  it 
established  positively,  in  the  judgment  of  those  in  charge,  the  fact  of  the  very  strong 
tendency  of  thia  plant  towards  variability.  This  fact  has,  of  coiu-se,  been  fre- 
(juontly  noticed  and  oonmiented  upon  heretofore,  but  as  it  seems  very  essential  that 
it  should  be  thoroughly  and  generally  understood,  we  think  it  advisable  to  ente? 
into  an  exposition  of  the  evidence  that  was  obtained  to  justify  us  in  coming  to  the 
very  decided  conclusion  we  adopted  upon  this  point.  The  plots  which  were  planted 
as  '*  crosses"  at  this  station  were  in  every  oa^e  from  single  seed  heads,  selected  by 
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Mr.  Denton,  and  which  were  very  carefully  cleaned  and  thrashed,  special  precau- 
tions being  taken  to  prevent  any  accidental  mixture  of  seed  from  other  som'ces. 
These  plota  were  then,  in  every  case,  the  product  of  a  single  head.  They  showed, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  greatest  variation  among  the  mdividual  canes. 

This  variability  is  well  shown  by  a  series  of  photographs  taken  by  us,  which  were 
intended  to  be  reproduced  as  illustrations  of  this  report;  unfortunately  the  fund 
provided  for  such  illustrations  was  exhausted  so  that  they  had  to  be  omitted.  They 
represent  a  number  of  seed  heads,  all  taken  from  the  same  plot^  which  showed  strik- 
ing variations  from  either  parent  type,  as  well  as  gradationa  running  back  to  each. 
In  a  plot  planted  from  a  single  seed  head  which  was  evidently  a  cross  between  the 
Orange  and  India,  for  instance,  heads  were  selected  which  gave  the  greatest  varia- 
tions and  gradations  between  the  India  type,  ynth  its  white  seeds  and  rather  loose 
head,  to  the  Orange,  with  its  reddish-colored  seeds  and  compact  head.  Another 
represents  the  range  of  variations  between  the  Honduras  and  Red  Liberian,  twu 
widely  different  varieties,  with  the  small  round  seed  of  the  Liberian  tyx)e  set  closely 
on  the  sprangle  top  heaa  of  the  Honduras.  These  photographs  of  the  widely  dif- 
ferent types  produced  from  a  9ingle  seed  head  would  convinoe  the  most  skeptical  of 
the  great  ease  with  which  variations  can  be  produced  in  sorghum. 

usT  09  CROaSBS. 


The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  the  experimental  plot  with  the  probable  pa- 
rente  of  some  of  the  crosses  grown  this  season.  Many  plots  are  not  included,  as  the 
characters  shown  by  the  canes  did  not  distinctly  indicate  the  origin  of  the  var- 
iations. 


No  of 
plot. 


no 
111 
lis 

114 
115 
117 
118 
DBO 
1«1 
123 
194 
197 
1S8 
199 
ISl 
182 
188 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
18S 
140 
142 
144 
146 
147 
Iffl 
H8 


Probable  oroos. 


New  Orange  and  Barly  Oranj^. 
Chinese  and  Liberian. 
Kansas  Orani?e  and  Amber. 
Qolden  Rod  Cross. 
Orange  and  Amber. 
Kansaw  Orantre  and  Amber. 
Liberian  and  Golden  Rod. 
Amber  and  Kan^aH  Orange. 
Orange  and  White  India. 
Orange  and  Chinese. 
India  Cross. 

Do. 
India  and  Golden  Rod. 

Do. 
Orange  and  India. 
India  and  Golden  Rod, 
Kansas  Orange  and  India. 
Orange  and  Golden  Rod. 
Early  Orange  and  Amber. 
Orange  ancTlndia. 
India  and  Amber. 

Da 
Oranse  and  India. 

India  Cross. 

Orange  and  Amber. 

Kansas  Orange  and  Ctolden  Rod. 

Do. 
Orange  and  India, 
Kaasaa  Oranae  and  Early  Amber. 
Amdntr  and  New  Orange. 
OrangeCrow, 
Amber  Cross. 
India  and  Orange. 
K«DaMOr«l«e  ana  India* 
India  and  OiWQge. 


No.  of 
plot. 


163 
IfiS 
160 
167 

in 
ir« 

173 
174 
175 
176 
178 

m 

180 
181 
183 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 

loa 

194 
196 
196 
107 
900 
201 
908 
«M 
805 
908 
811 
818 


Frobable 


India  and  Orange. 
India  and  Amber. 

Do. 
India  Cross. 

Do. 
Kansas  Orange  and  India. 
New  Orange  Cross. 
India  Cross. 
India  and  Amber, 
New  Orange  and  Karly  Orange. 
Orange  Cross. 
India  and  Orange. 
India  Cross. 
Orange  and  India. 

India  and  Amber. 
India  Cross. 
Orange  and  India. 
Orange  Cross. 
Orange  and  India, 


Do. 
Orange  Cross. 

Orange  and  India. 
Kansas  Orange  and  India. 
India  Croat, 
New  Orange  Cross. 

Do, 
India  Cross, 
hidla  and  Orange. 
Orange  Cross, 
India  Cross. 
Orange  and  India. 


ANALYSES  OF  THK  CR08SS8. 

The  following  tables  give  only  the  selected  analyses  of  single  oanee  from  the 
crosses.  ITiey  represent  about  700  analyses,  only  those  containing  the  highest  per- 
centage of  sugar,  together  with  outward  characters  which  entitled  them  to  perpet- 
uation, having  been  subjected  to  complete  analysis. 

Plots  Nos.  153  and  184  gave  probably  the  best  result?.  ^ 
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No.  of 
plot. 

Date. 

No.  of 
analysis. 

Degree 
Brix. 

Sucrose. 

Glucose. 

Coefficient 
of  purity. 

Percent. 

Percent. 

109 

Sept.  21 

468 

16.54 

10.81 

2.31 

68.88 

118 

Oct.   10 

1070 

18.00 

18.24 

1.16 

78.56 

,«....] 

Sept.  24 

469 

17.00 

11.87 

1.12 

66.88 

Sept.  28 

681 

17.20 

11.88 

1.78 

65.87 

188 

Oct.    10 

1060 

18.60 

18.81 

1.20 

74.65 

180 

Oct.    10 

1048 

20.48 

15.20 

1.00 

74.21 

181...  1 

Sept.  28 

661 

19.87 

14.89 

1.18 

74.29 

Oct.    10 

1069 

20.00 

14.48 

2.08 

72.40 

188 

Sept.  88 

562 

19.42 

18.52 

1.65 

69.62 

188 

Oct.    11 

1229 

80.66 

15.08 

1.93 

72.78 

185... -j 

Sept.  29 
Oct.    11 

674 

20.87 

14.01 

1.29 

69.21 

1218 

21.18 

16.88 

.77 

77.28 

m...] 

Sept.  89 

686 

20.20 

15.82 

1.21 

75.84 

Sept.  89 

686 

81.60 

16.26 

.81 

76.68 

188..... 

Sept.  29 

690 

17.78 

18.45 

.69 

76.06 

!«...{ 

Sept.  89 

618 

20.78 

15.64 

2.83 

74.78 

Oct.    10 

1104 

20.07 

14.95 

1.08 

74.49 

144..... 

Sept.  29 

621 

19.28 

14.68 

1.10 

76.14 

146 

Sept.  29 

625 

19.28 

18.91 

1.82 

72.15 

147 

Sept.  29 

60S 

16.87 

11.61 

1.69 

78.16 

148 

Sept.  29 

611 

20.88 

16.78 

1.63 

75.67 

161 

Oct.   11 

1242 

21.83 

14.75 

1.57 

69.15 

,«,...] 

Oct.     1 

662 

22.50 

17.18 

.58 

76.86 

Oct.    11 

1184 

22.60 

16.86 

.91 

74.80 

155..... 

Oct.     1 

660 

20.09 

14.27 

1.06 

71.08 

156 

Oct.     1' 

664 

18.62 

12.15 

4.66 

66.25 

160 

Oct.     1 

673 

17.05 

12.49 

1.46 

70.76 

161...] 

Oct.    11 

1277 

20.70 

15.40 

.80 

74.40 

Oct.    11 

1287 

19.70 

14.89 

.81 

75.  C  8 

168..... 

Oct.     1 

691 

18.85 

18.  W 

1.24 

78.48 

168 

Oct.     1 

706 

20.47 

15.53 

1.80 

75.87 

165...] 

Oct.     1 

711 

19.47 

14.52 

.58 

74.58 

Oct.    12 

1882 

19.42 

14.85 

.09 

73.80 

166..... 

Oct.    13 

1491 

19.78 

15.04 

.75 

76.04 

168,..  . 

Oct.     1 

788 

18.00 

14.98 

.75 

80.64 

Oct.     2 

758 

20.80 

14.44 

1.58 

71.18 

178...- 

Oct.    10 

1067 

21.20 

14.28 

1.90 

67.86 

Oct.    12 

1433 

21.70 

16.29 

1.19 

76.07 

174.... 

Oct.     2 

762 

18.48 

18.25 

2.08 

71.80 

Oct.    12 

1412 

21.60 

14.86 

2.65 

68.80 

176..... 

Oct.     2 

769 

18.20 

18.11 

2.88 

66.54 

176 

Oct.     2 

776 

19.98 

14.81 

1.76 

74.81 

178 

Oct.     2 

789 

19.60 

14.32 

1.29 

73.44 

190 

Oct.     8 

811 

80.00 

14.14 

1.05 

70.70 

188 

Oct.    12 

1857 

20.28 

18.96 

1.68 

68.84 

184 

Oct.    12 

1844 

21.78 

16.40 

1.01 

76.80 

808 

Oct.     2 

840 

19.00 

12.99 

1.28 

68.87 

209 

Oct.     2 

883 

20.08 

14.48 

1.17 

71.99 

218 

Oct.     2 

880 

10.68 

14.84 

1.88 

75.60 

888 

Oct.     9 

1028 

17.48 

13.14 

2.07 

76.17 

( 

Oct.     6 

984 

19.50 

14.65 

1.04 

76.18 

839...^ 

Oct.     8 

1010 

20.14 

15.^ 

1.56 

75.67 

( 

Oct.     8 

1012 

19.84 

15.17 

8.88 

76.46 

ANALYSES  OP  VARIATIONS  IN  STANDARD  VARIETIES. 

The  following  table  gives  some  of  the  results  of  analyses  of  individual  canes 
which  were  taken  from  the  plots  of  some  standard  varieties,  and  which  showed 
some  desirable  variation  from  the  type  of  the  variety.  The  variations  chosen  were 
in  the  line  of  the  improvement  of  the  variety.  For  example,  the  variations  selected 
from  the  Honduras  were  individuals  which  ripened  earlier  than  the  rest  of  the  plot; 
those  of  the  Link's  Hybrid  were- canes  which  showed  more  or  less  freedom  from  the 
faults  of  the  variety.  As  with  the  crosses,  the  analyses  given  are  the  chosen  ones 
of  a  large  number  of  analyses,  for  none  of  the  cai^ps  which  showed  simply  an  im- 
provement in  external  cliaracters  were  saved,  unless  they  showed  at  the  same  time 
a  good  content  of  sugar  and  a  high  coefficient  of  purity.  These  will  be  reserved  for 
planting  another  season. 
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No.  of 
plot. 

Date. 

No.  of 
analysis. 

Degree 

Sucrose. 

Qlucose. 

Coefflcient 
of  purity. 

Remarks. 

f 
22^-6.  i 

-■] 

2M..... 

89 

68 

67 

282 

Sept.   8 
Sept.   8 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  20 
Ocl    20 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  26 
Sept.  28 
Oct.     8 
Oct.     3 
Oct.    8 

268 
266 
800 
818 
816 
8S8 
2118 
840 
841 
398 
478 
600 
621 
898 
911 
949 

14.43 
18.58 
17.84 
18.72 
18.83 
18.28 
20.00 
18.82 
17.52 
15.85 
18.18 
18.78 
17.21 
19.20 
19.08 
22.81 

• 
Percent. 
9.07 
8.46 
12.14 
12.50 
12.28 
12.70 
14.90 
18.04 
12.07 
9.56 
18.96 
18.64 
14.42 
14.04 
14.79 
16.93 

Percent. 
1.83 
2.87 

.79 
1.18 
2.74 
2.65 
1.02 

.99 

.81 
1.18 

.91 
2.94 

.76 
1.87 
1.06 

.56 

62.88 
62.58 
68.05 
67.26 
66.99 
69.47 
74.60 
71.18 
68.80 
62.41 
77.00 
72.63 
83.79 
78.18 
77.52 
75.89 

Honduras. 

-Waubansee. 

Whitlng^B  Early. 
Late  Orange. 
Early  Orange. 
White  Manamoth. 
Chinese. 
Link's. 

The  unnamed  plots  also  contained  a  great  many  interesting  variations,  selections 
from  which  are  given  in  the  following  table:  ^ 

Analyses  of  variations  in  tlie  unnamed  varieties. 


No.  of 
plot. 

Date. 

No.  of 
analysis. 

Decree 
Brix. 

Sucrose. 

Glucose. 

Coefficient 
of  purity. 

Percent. 

Percent. 

9 

Sept.  24 

428 

18.67 

18.84 

.80 

74.13 

88 

Sept.  % 

609 

19.48 

18.17 

2.61 

67.61 

87 

Sept.  22 

896 

19.60 

14.26 

1.04 

72.76 

45.... 

Sept.  22 

406 

19.60 

18.92 

.44 

71.02 

Sept.  22 

410 

20.74 

14.86 

.87 

71.65 

Sept.  21 

860 

20.60 

14.83 

.70 

71.99 

Sept.  21 

864 

19.62 

18.47 

1.64 

68.65 

Sept.  21 

866 

20.19 

14.79 

.76 

73.25 

46.... 

Sept.  21 

866 

20.75 

15.14 

.77 

72.96 

Sept.  21 

872 

19.16 

13.74 

.59 

71.75 

Sept.  21 

878 

19.92 

14.67 

.64 

78.64 

Sept.  21 

874 

19.86 

13.68 

1.07 

70.70 

48.... 

Sept.  21 

877 

20.78 

14.27 

2.09 

68.07 

Sept.  26 

614 

18.81 

12.86 

2.80 

67.60 

60.... 

Sept.   4 

290 

18.44 

18.26 

1.01 

71.85 

Sept.  24 

444 

18.48 

18.57 

.95 

73.48 

IV.  Experiments  in  the  Selection  op  Seed  from  Individual  Canes  Show- 
ing A  High  Ck)NTENT  op  Sugar. 

VARIABILITY  OP  SORGHUM  CANES  IN  THEIR  CONTENT  OP  SUGAR. 

As  might  be  ^itpected  of  a  plant  which  varies  so  much  in  the  outward  characters 
of  its  individuals,  sorghum  canes  vary  greatly  in  the  chemical  composition  of  their 
containttd  juices.  Even  in  canes  of  the  same  varieties,  showing  xmiform  outward 
characters,  and  of  uniform  appearance  and  development,  great  differences  will  be 
found  in  the  composition  of  the  juice  from  individual  canes;  in  fact,  the  variation 
in  this  respect  seems  much  greater  and  more  persistent  than  in  the  outward  appear- 
ances of  tne  plcmt.  When  the  variety  itself  is  not  uniform,  and  the  variations  due 
to  mixed  races  are  added  to  the  variations  of  the  individuals,  tlie  most  remarkable 
extremes  are  produced.  This  can  be  seen  by  examining  the  analyses  of  individual 
canes  of  crosses  given  in  the  section  on  experiments  with  crosses,  from  which  the 
following  table  is  selected  to  illustrate  the  possible  differences  between  different 
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canes  growinfi^  in  the  aame  plot.  The  canes  were  selected  from  a  plot  of  Honduras 
which  showed  fairly  uniform  character,  in  the  endeavor  to  obtain  early  ripened  seeds 
of  that  variety,  and  probably  some  were  not  matured  so  weU  as  others,  though  the 
seed  from  all  was  perfectly  hard, 

Folarization  of  selected  ^ioiiea  from  Honauras, 


No. 

Urtx. 

Sucrose. 

PtTcent. 

t 

fl.98 

.20 

a 

R48 

9.0? 

a 

ia.58 

8. 40 

4 

18.47 

8.16 

6 

10.47 

4.81 

6 

14.40 

7.40 

7 

11.86 

5.78 

8 

10.04 

1.61 

9 

11,66 

6.24 

10 

.10 

11 

14.15 

12 

17.05 

11.41 

18 

15.88 

10.92 

14 

15.  »* 

9.38 

16 

16 

15.  a4 

15.54 

1% 

17 

Highest 

16.67 

11,68 

11.53 

Lowest 

.10 

The  following  t^ble  shows  the  variation  of  individuals  in  a  well-established  and 
uniform  variety.  They  were  selected  with  this  end  in  view  from  a  remarkably  uni- 
form plot  of  Early  Amber,  and  a  particular  effort  was  made  to  have  the  canes  as 
nearly  of  the  same  size  and  fi[eneral  appearance,  the  same  maturity,  and  the  same 
conditions  of  growth  as  possible.    All  were  taken  from  the  same  row. 

Polarization  qf  average  caneafrom  JEkirli/  Amber. 


No, 

^GT 

Sucrose. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U:;:::: 

18 

14 

16 

Highest 
Loweat 

15,60 
16,70 
14,60 
18.00 
16.74 
14.74 
15.44 
18.44 
17.24 
17.44 
14,  W 
17.74 
IT.  58 
17.83 
17.88 

Fer  cent. 
10.80 
12.02 

7.54 
12.78 
10.86 

8.58 

9.58 
18.25 
11.61 
11.99 

8.08 
12.71 
12.04 
10.53 
10.88 

18.25 
7.54 

While  the  difference  is  not  so  great  as  in  the  previous  table  it  will  be  Seen  that 
there  is  a  difference  of  nearly  6  per  cent,  of  sucrose  between  tlio  richest  and  poorest 
canee  in  flfteen^  samples. 

PIFPIOULTIES    IN  THE    9E1.ECTION    OP  SEED  ACXX)KDINQ    TO  CONTENT  OP    SUGAR  IN 

THE  CANE. 

It  is  much  more  diinouU  to  select  the  best  individuals  of  a  su^-producing  plant 
than  of  plants  raised  for  other  [mrpoaes  in  which  the  relative  merit  of  the  individiials 
can  be  seen  by  outward  apjpearances.  There  are  no  known  reliable  outward  signs 
which  indicate  that  a  certain  cane  contains  more  sugar  than  the  others.    In  a  garden 
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one  can  select  the  ^lest  vegetabjea,  in  the  oirohard  the  finest  fruits,  in  the  grain  fiel^ 
the  finest  ears  of  corn  or  of  wheat  either  by  the  eye  or  by  the  weight  or  by  very  simple 
t^ts;  but  sugar  is  inside  the  canes,  mingled  vdth  other  anibetanoea,  Thfi  weight  of 
the  canes  or  their  appearance  is  not  a  refiable  meaiurt  of  the  sugar  which  they  con- 
tain. Handsome  canes  may  contain  but  little  sugar;  oanes  inferior  in  appearanoe 
may  yield  sugar  well.  The*  sense  of  tftfte  is  not  a  reliable  teat,  for  the  sugar  in  iiie 
juice'is  masked  by  other  sul3stance«.  A  sugar  oane  which  shows  by  analysts  18  per 
cent,  of  sugar  tastes  much  sweeter  than  a  sorghum  cane  which  shows  15  per  centt 
The  sorghmn  plant  will  be  improved  but  slowly  if  selections  of  seed  are  made 
only  by  the  size  or  weight  or  appearance  of  tlie  canes,  or  by  simple  seleotiona  of  the 
finest  appearing  seeds. 

In  two  thousand  analyses  and  poJaHaations  of  cane  juice  made  at  thi9  station  there 
were  no  reliable  and  constant  outwaid  marks  observed  by  which  the  canes  which 
contained  most  sugar  could  be  selected,  The  degree  of  maturity  was  the  only  siipi, 
and  selections  of  the  richest  canes  can  not  be  made  by  that. 

When  the  sugar-beet  growers  attempted  to  improve  the  sugar  beet  they  met  with 
the  same  difficulty.  They  were  well  aware  that  the  hereditary  principles  which  are 
known  to  apply  to  animals  also  apply  to  plants.  They  knew  that  the  individual 
beets  which  actually  contained  more  "sugar  than  the  others  should  be  saved  for 
planting. 

But  the  characteristic  points  of  beets  which  are  rich  in  sugar  vary  so  that  they 
are  not  reliable  guides  in  selecting  beeta  for  seed.  Knauer  invented  a  ma0^hine 
which  separated  oeeta  into  piles  according  to  their  weight  in  order  to  select  the 
heaviest,  not  the  largest,  beets  for  seed.  And  beets  were  placed  in  a  solution  of 
salt  water  of  a  certain  density;  the  beeta  which  tank  were  saved  for  seed;  These 
methods  were  not  reliable.  To  Vilmorin  is  due  the  credit  of  introducing  the 
methods  by  which  the  sugar  beet  has  been  so  wonderfully  improved.  He  observed 
that  a  cylindrical  piece  could  be  taken  from  each  beet  without  injury  to  the  plant. 
These  sample  pieces  were  separately  tested  to  determine  their  value  In  sugar  manu- 
facture, and  oiily  the  beets  which  were  proved  to  contain  more  sugar  than  the 
others  were  saved  for  seed.  To  show  the  zeal  with  which  the  work  of  improving 
the  sugar  beet  was  done  it  is  only  nec;  ssary  to  say  that  at  the  Paris  Exposition  of 
t878  there  were  twenty  exhibitors  who  claimed  to  have  produced  improved  varieties 
of  the  beet.  Deprez  et  Fils,  of  France,  had  an  agricultural  laboratory  with  fsiciU- 
tdes  for  making  two  thousand  analyses  ol  beeta  dcdly.  With  the  awtstance  of  Pro- 
fessor Violette  they  produced  three  Important  new  varletiei  of  tha  sugar  beeti  which 
are  known  aa  '*  Improved  Deprea"  1,  3,  and  8. 

It  is  evident  that  the  sorghum  industry  should  profit  by  thia  expetrience  of  tba 
beet  Industry,  and  that  sorghum  seed  should  be  saved  only  from  individual  oanes 
which  yield  weU  in  sugar.        « 

MKTHCO)  OF  WOJUJ  El«PW>yEl>  AT  THE  8T|:RLINa  £XP]BBI]CB)rT  STATIOH. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  at  this  station  the  past  campaign,  and  th^  attention 
triyaii  thQ  oroesea,  the  selection  of  seed  fi'om  the  best  indiviauaJ  canes  of  the  eatab- 
Qahed  varieties  was  not  instituted  until  late  in  the  season,  and  could  not  be  carried 
ou^  on  the  earlier  varieties ;  the  selections  should  properly  be  made,  of  course,  at 
th(»  maximum  of  maturity  of  the  cane.  The  plan  of  work  was  as  follows:  A  large 
number  of  canea  were  selected  from  the  plot,  care  being  taken  that  those  selected 
should  show  no  outward  faults  of  form,  and  should  be  average  canes  in  siise  and  of 
good  healthy  appearance,  A  large  number  of  such  canea  were  brought  into  the 
atatkm  bam  ana  laid  out  in  serial  order,  the  heads  cut  off,  a  label  with  number 
attached  to  each,  and  a  corresponding  number  placed  on  a  receptacle  to  contain  the 
:juice.  Two  men  were  kept  ouay  turninji:  the  hand-miU,  whue  a  third  kept  the 
juiceci  in  proper  order.  As  soon  aa  the  jmoes  were  obtained  the^  were  poured  into 
hydrometer  aars,  and  when  they  had  stood  long  enough  to  permit  of  the  escape  of 
the  air  bubbles,  their  density  was  taken  roughly  with  a  spindle.  U  the  reading  did 
not  oome  up  to  a  certain  standard,  the  juioea  and  corresponding  seed  heads  were 
rejected.  The  standard  used  depended  upon  the  richness  of  the  variety  of  cane 
from  which  the  selections  were  made,  being  placed  at  ^O**  or  even  81*  Brix  for  very 
rich  varieties  like  the  Link's  Hjlirid,  The  few  juioea  which  passed  the  test  were 
sent  to  the  laboratory  for  complete  analysis,  and  the  oorreaponoing  seed  heads  care- 
fully preserved.  From  the  complete  analyses*  eiiU  further  selections  were  made,  so 
that  ultimately  a  few  seed  hoads  were  saved,  showing  great  richness  and  purity  of 
Jutoe,  From  aOO  to  1,000  canos  could  he  tested  ixi  thfi  way  in  a  day.  Some  of  the 
oanea  obtain^  by  this  method  of  selection  were  very  dch  W  sugar.  Th®  following 
initanoes  serve  to  show  this: 

A  plot  of  Link's  Hybrid,  of  which  the  highest  analysis  from  average  samples  had 
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been  14.09  per  cent,  sucrose,  gave  by  selection  from  about  500  canes  four  which  went 
over  15  per  cent.  Another  plot  of  the  same  Tariety,  showing  by  analysis  of  an 
average  sample  12.24  per  cent,  sucrose,  gave  by  selection  from  6W)  canes  tmree  which 
had  over  16  per  cent,  sucrose  in  the  juice.  An  average  sample  of  a  plot  of  Liberian 
cane  gave  14  per  cent. ;  600  canes  were  taken  from  mfferent  parts  of  the  plot,  and 
one  cane  gave  17.59  per  cent,  sucrose  in  the  juice,  three  gave  over  16.5  per  cent., 
and  twelve  over  15.5  per  cent.  An  average  sample  of  the  Planters  Friend,  a  new 
variety  from  Australia,  gave  11.63  per  cent,  sucrose;  selections  from  1,000  canes 
gave  three  which  contained  over  15  per  cent,  sucrose  in  the  juice.  Such  instances 
might  be  multipUed,  but  sufficient  evidence  has  been  given  to  show  the  possibilities 
in  this  method  of  improvement.  The  selections  have  all  been  preserved,  and  can 
be  planted  and  observed  another  year  if  means  are  afforded  the  Department  for 
carrying  out  tho  work, 

Tho  following  table  gives  the  highest  analyses  obtained  in  each  of  five  varieties  by 
selection: 

Highest  analyses  of  single  canes  by  selection  from  standard  varieties. 


Variety. 

• 

Date. 

No.  of 
anatjrsis. 

Degree 
Brix. 

Sucrose. 

Qlucoee. 

Ooeffl. 
cientof 
purity. 

Liberian 

Enriy  OrAPgA 

Oct.   17 
Oct.   18 
Oct.    18 
Oct.   10 
Oct.   18 

1958 
2040 
9086 
1881 
1508 

21.71 
28.18 
21.70 
22.00 
19.68 

Percent. 
17.60 
17.05 
16.98 
16.65 
14.71 

Percent. 

1.97 
.67 
.69 
.82 

1.26 

81.48 
76.87 

T,«nlr'ii  FyhSd    , 

75.88 

Planter  V  Friend 

70.68 

ChilPfV^T    r,.. . 

74.75 

V.  Experiments  in  Improvement  by  Methods  of  Cultivation. 

It  is  a  role  in  agricultural  science  that  to  obtain  the  best  results  the  individual 
plants  must  be  given  tho  most  favorable  conditions  possible  for  full  development.  In 
the  effort  to  improve  the  sorghum  plant  methods  of  cultivation  will  play  an  impor- 
tant part.  Very  httle  attention  has  been  paid  heretofore  to  this  subject,  the  cheap- 
est and  easiest  methods  being  followed,  and  the  sorghum  crop  has  had  about  the 
same  cultivation  as  is  given  to  the  corn  crop.  In  the  work  at  this  station  no  very 
extensive  experiments  could  be  made  on  different  methods  of  cultivation,  but  a  num- 
ber of  practical  points  were  evolved  which  may  be  stated  as  our  views  on  the  best 
methoos  to  be  followed  without  going  into  detaols  as  to  the  evidence  ujxm  which  the 
conclusions  were  based. 

It  is  desirable  in  growing  cane  for  sugar  manufacture  that  as  nearly  as  possible 
all  of  the  plants  in  one  field  should  ripen  at  one  time.  If  in  one  row  there  are  some 
canes  fully  ripe  and  other  canes  immature,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  harvest  the  canes 
at  the  time  when  each  contains  its  maximum  of  sugar.  It  is  a  point  of  advantage 
to  have  all  come  up  at  the  same  time.  This  can  best  be  accomplished  by  planting 
the  cane  on  freshly-plowed  land  the  same  day  the  land  is  plowed  and  by  bemg  care- 
ful to  cover  the  cane  seed  at  a  uniform  depth  with  earth.  This  insures  as  uniform 
a  start  as  possible  for  the  canes,  and  while  it  may  seem  a  trifling  matter,  it  often 
materiallv  affects  the  result. 

After  the  young  plants  come  up  a  serious  problem  arises,  and  that  is,  how  to  cul- 
tivate the  plants,  to  pulverize  and  loosen  the  soil,  and  to  destroy  the  weeds  without 
injuring  ihe  roots  on  which  the  development  of  the  plemts  depends.  Great  injury 
is  done  to  the  roots  of  canes  when  the  cultivator  works  deep  and  close  to  the  plante 
after  they  have  attained  considerable  size.  This  injury  is  pethaps  greater  than 
most  persons  suppose.  It  appears  to  be  proved  bv  a  very  simple  experiment.  If 
the  roots  of  a  hill  of  cane  are  cut  all  aroimd  the  hiU  with  a  spade  at  a  distance  of  6 
inches  from  the  canes  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  from  the  surface  when  the  plants  are  4 
inches  high,  and  if  this  process  is  rei)eated  once  a  week  until  the  canes  are  4  feet 
high,  the  canes  thus  treated  will  be  found  to  ripen  later  and  to  be  inferior  in  all  re- 
spects. In  wet  seasons  the  injury  is  not  so  great  as  in  dry,  but  injuries  are  caused 
to  growing  plants  by  the  cultivator  as  with  the  spade. 

To  avoid  destroying  and  mutilating  the  roots  of  growing  canes  it  seems  better  to 
nve  deep  and  close  cultivation  while  the  plants  and  their  roots  are  smaU,  and  when 
title  first  cultivation  is  given  to  use  long  and  narrow  shovels  which  work  near  the 
canes,  and  With  a  slow  and  steady  t<eam  give  close  and  deep  and  thorough  cultiva- 
tion before  the  rootlets  are  expanded  sufficiently  to  be  injured  by  such  oultivation. 
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In  the  succeeding  cultivations  **  shallow  shovels/'  that  is,  shovels  having  such  form 
that  they  do  their  work  at  and  near  the  surface  of  the  soil,  should  work  near  the 
plants,  while  deeper  cultivation  may  be  had  at  a  distance  from  the  plants  which  the 
roots  have  not  reached.  The  form  preferred  in  the  experiments  at  this  station  is 
known  as  the  *^  Eagle's  Claw."  It  consists  of  eight  small  shovels  which  are  attached 
to  the  beams  of  a  two-horse  cultivator,  four  shovels  working  on  each  side  of  the  row 
of  cane.  The  form  of  these  shovels  is  such  that  they  do  not  enter  the  soil  deeply, 
they  thoroughly  pulverize  all  the  surface  soil  and  destroy  weeds,  and  work  close  to 
the  growing  plants  with  httle  injury  to  the  roots. 

Ave  have  aUuded  to  these  points  because  we  believe  the  jdeld  of  sugar  is  often  ma- 
terially lessened  by  injuring  the  roots  of  the  canes.  Mutilation  of  the  cane  plants 
above  the  surface  of  the  sou  is  known  to  produce  a  lessened  yield  of  sugar,  and  in- 
juries to  the  cane  plants  below  the  surface  doubtless  decrease  it  also.  Many  cane 
growers  as  tb&v  "  lay  by  "  their  cane  crop  or  finish  the  cultivation,  and  see  its  deeply 
and  closely  cultivated  canes  free  from  weeds  do  not  realize  that  while  destroymg 
the  weeds  they  nearly  destroyed  their  cane  plants,  and  while  working  for  their  canes 
they  were  really  working  against  them  and  against  their  yield  of  sugar. 

YI.  Miscellaneous  Expebiments  and  Results  of  Observations. 

ANALYSES  OF  SAMPLES  FSOM  ARKANSAS. 

The  capabilities  of  Arkansas  as  a  sorghum-growing  State  have  never  been  very 
extensively  investigated.  The  Sterling  Sirup  Works  received  this  fall  a  bundle  of 
cane  from  one  of  the  *'  prairie  counties"  of  Arkansas,  and  the  different  samples  were 
analyzed  at  the  station  with  the  following  results: 

Analyses  of  cane  from  Arkansas,  sent  to  Sterling  Sirup  Works. 


Variety. 

No.  of 
analysis. 

""^ 

Sucroee. 

Gluoose. 

Ooefflcient 
of  purity. 

Texas  Red 

645 
640 
647 

648 

ao.d6 

20.26 

ia26 

10.26 

Percent. 
18.80 
8.88 
11.06 
14.21 

Percent. 
2.84 
8.47 
6.24 
2.23 

68.1 
18. 
61. 
74. 

Honduras 

Chlnwe 

Orange 

As  a  general  rule  samples  of  sorghum  sent  from  one  point  to  another  by  express 
are  so  much  inverted  that  the  analyses  are  worthless;  and  then  when  samples  of  a 
few  canes  are  selected  by  persons  not  familiar  with  the  plant,  the  largest  and  finest 
looking  canes  are  chosen,  which  generally  give  a  lower  per  cent,  of  sugar  than  aver- 
age-sized canee.  In  view  of  these  facts  the  above  analyses  make  a  remarkably  fine 
showing  for  the  locaUtv  which  produced  the  canes;  the  samples  all  consisted  of 
quite  large,  fine  canes,  but  still  gave  a  eood  analysis.  The  sample  of  Texas  Red  was 
a  tremendously  laige  cane.  The  samples  of  Honduras  and  Chinese  had  evidently 
inverted  slightiy,  me  others  very  little. 

Another  lot  of  samples  received  by  the  sirup  works  from  Thomas  Lester,  Stuttgart, 
Ark.,  consisted  of  the  following  varieties:  Grooseneck,  Honduras,  and  Orange.  As 
the  analysis  showed  aU  to  be  badly  inverted,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  give  the  results. 

PROGRESS  OP  THE  BEET-SUGAR  INDUSTRY, 

The  interest  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  the  sugar  beet  in 
this  country  is  constantly  increasing. 

During  th^past  season  the  Department  distributed  quite  a  quan- 
tity of  sugar-beet  seed  to  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  a  number 
of  samples  grown  by  farmers  in  aifferent  localities  has  been  sent  to 
Washington  for  examination.  The  culture  of  the  sugar  beet  has 
extended,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  in  addition  to  the  factory 
operated  at  Alvarado,  the  reports  of  which  have  been  published  in 

grevious  documents,  a  large  factory  has  been  established  by  Mr. 
Hans  Spreckels  and  others  at  Watsonville,  Cal.  The  cori)oration 
is  known  as  the  Western  Beet  Sugar  Company,  and  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $$00,000.  The  operations  of  the  frrst  year  wei^e^yery  suc- 
cessful, and  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Spreckels  I  am  enabled 
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append  a  statement  giving  the  r(Ssum^  of  the  work  done,  expanses 
incurred,  and  amount  and- value  of  sugar  made: 

ReoapittUation  of  ths  wotkingn  of  the  Western  Beet  Sugar  Compaiiff'B  factory  tU 
WatiomHUei  Santa  Orws  Oounly,  Col.  y  for  the  campaign  ending  December  19, 
1888w     . 

Sugar,  freight  from  WatBonviU©  to  San  Francisco f2,986.B5 

Coal totiil  coBt. .  17, 261 00 

Coke do. . . .  1, 658. 98 

Fuel  oil do ... .  11 ,  366. 02 

Wood do ... .  090. 50 

Lime  rock do. ... .  1,  780. 80 

Sugar  bags do 1,  740. 34 

Soda , do 12.  89 

Tallow do....  57.21 

Expense  labor,  etc 21 ,  091. 27 


rB^ts)  incidentals 
Cost  of  beets 


2, 575. 1 
71,055.89 

132,522.22 
"Which  is  the  cost  of  manufacturing  1,640  tons  sugar  delivered  free 
<m  bocu-d  in  San  Francisoo* 

We  have  received  for  8,880,000  pounds  sugar 162, 454. 70 

Making  cost  of  sugar  |80.80  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds.  ***^ 

Profit 29, 932.  48 

Beets  consumed * » ».»»...» tons. .  14, 077 

Sugar  produced do 1,  640 

Men  employed  ».*»♦...  .\ 135 

Time  of  run days. .  61 

Beets,  average  pokuization per  cent. .  14. 60 

Beets,  average  sugar  recoveredi do. ...  11. 65 

Sugar,  average  polariBation ...  * do. ...  95.  40 

Sugar,  average  price  .  * » per  pound. .  5.  64  cents 

Beets,  average  price per  ton. .  $5.  04 

No  report  has  been  received  of  the  operations  of  the  factory  at 
Alvarado  during  the  past  season,  and  therefore  I  am  not  able  to  say 
whether  or  not  tiie  work  was  successfully  conducted. 

Mr.  Fred  Hinae  otdtivated  an  experimental  plot  of  sugar  beets  at 
Douglass,  Kans.,  during  the  past  season.  Considering  the  dryness 
of  the  cliqiate  and  the  high  temperature  reached  during  the  summer, 
the  results  appear  to  be  favorable.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  how- 
ever, that  the  successful  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet  for  manufact- 
uring purposes  can  not  be  looked  for  in  such  a  climate  as  obt-ains  at 
Douglass. 

The  analyses  of  the  sugar  beets  at  this  station  were  made  from 
time  to  time  by  my  assistants  at  Douglass  who  had  charge  of  the 
chemical  work  at  the  sorghum  factory  at  that  place.  Following  are 
the  results  of  the  work: 


Date. 

Brix. 

Sucrose. 

Coefficient 
of  pwlty. 

Pfer  cenf. 

September  8 

18.58 

9.2T 

07.0* 

Septwnbef  8 

11.67 

196 

(W.80 

September  8 

lSi.45 
16.  T4 

8.1fl 

()5.46 

September  10 

18.88 

78.06 

September  80 

i4.ro 

9.47 

04.48 

September  SJO 
October      11 

14.48 

10.47 

Ti.m 

113. 9A 

11.08 

7n.ii 

Highest 

'"  leTrr 

12.88 

Lowest 

11.67 

7.90 

04.  CJ 

▲vera«e  .. 

14.^2 

9.86 

60.65 
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Great  success  also  attended  the  growing  of  sugjar  beets  in  Nebraska 
at  Grand  Island.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  samples  of 
these  beets  were  analyzed  by  various  chemists,  and  all  found  them 
excellent  for  sugar-making  purposes. 


Brix. 

Sugar. 

Ooefflcient 
of  purity. 

Brix. 

Sugar. 

Ooeffldent 
df  purity. 

Percent 

Percent. 

•ir.s 

14.9 

88.00 

;:16.0 

18.71 

86.70 

•18.9 

16.1 

85.00 

17.1 

*^^ 

».00 

•19.6 

17.5 

89.00 

16.8 

Id.  10 

U 

•31.4 

■   19.8 

90.00 

18.0 

16.8 

♦19.7 

16.7 

84.00 

;18.2 

15.30 

88.50 

•21.8 

19.8 

90.00    ' 

lis.  4 

15.90 

86.40 

tl8.8 

16.4 

87.10 

I 

♦  Analyzed  by  Prof  .William  Huch.  from  Shoeminffen,  Oermany. 

t  Beets  harvested  October  15, 1888»  preserved  in  silo,  analyzed  January  2, 1889. 

i  Analyzed  by  Dr.  Pauly,  of  Muhlberg,  Germany. 

8  Analyzed  by  Dr.  Mueller,  of  Ottleben,  Germany. 

J  Analyzed  by  Dr.  Janke,  Trendlebush,  Germany. 

Samples  of  these  beets  were  also  sent  to  the  Department  for  an- 
alysis and  entered  as  Nos.  6077  and  6078.  The  results  of  these  analyses 
were  as  follows: 


Juice  extracted 

Total  solids  in  juice 

Sucrose  

Purity 


earr. 


Percent. 
66.16 
18.40 
15.38 
88.50 


6078. 


Percent. 
54.70 
18.80 
15.75 
88.77 


As  will  be  seen  by  the  above  analyses  these  beets  were  very  rich 
in  sugar,  and  if  they  could  be  grown  in  large  quantities,  whicl\  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt,  would  indicate  that  in  that  locality  the  beet-, 
sugar  industry  could  be  successfully  established.  . 

Another  set  of  samples  which  had  been  harvested  for  three  months 
was  sent  to  the  Department  from  Sturgis,  Dak.,  and  entered  under 
No.  6162,  a  rose-colored  beet,  and  No.  6163,  a  white  beet.  These  sam- 
ples wer#  sent  by  W.  C.  Buderus,  of  Sturgis,  Dak.  On  examination 
of  these  beets  the  following  numlDers  were  obtained: 


6162. 


6168. 


Juice  extracted 

Total  solids  in  juice 

Sucrose 

Purity  


Per  cent. 
36.06 
20.40 
18.82 
te.29 


Percent. 
42.77 

21.48 
15.08 
69.97 


The  low  purity  of  the  beets  represented  above  was  doubtless  due 
to  the  fact  that  they  had  been  harvested  for  a  long  time  and  no  pre- 
cautions taken  to  preserve  them  from  deterioration.  The  analyses 
show  that  such  beets  could  also  be  profitably  used  for  sugar-making 
if  worked  up  in  a  fresh  state  or  preserved  in  proper  kinds  of  silos. 

The  Department  has  had  so  many  inquiries  concerning  the  sugar- 
beet  industry  that  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  has  decided  to 
issue  anotliei*  bulletin  on  this  subject  embracing  the  more  important 
matters  in  bulletins  already  published,  and  which  are  entirely  out 
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of  print,  and  including  the  latest  information  accessible  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

The  coast  valleys  of  California,  large  areas  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington Territory,  parts  of  Nebraska,  western  and  southern  Michi- 
gan, northern  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  New  York,  and  manv  portions  of 
the  New  England  States  appear  to  be  well  adapted  to  tne  growth  of 
a  sugar  beet  rich  in  saccharine  matter. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  production  of  sugar  from 
the  su^ar  beet  in  this  country  will  be  vastly  extended,  and  that  beet 
sugar,  in  coniunction  with  sugar  from  sorghum  and  sugar  cane,  will 
be  an  important  factor  in  the  future  sugar  supply  of  the  United 
Statef, 
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Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  for  the  past 
year,  together  with  some  papers  on  economic  plants,  and  a  report  on 
the  "  ps^oral  resources  of  Montana,"  prepared  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Ander- 
son, from  personal  observation.  The  mvestigation  of  the  grasses  of 
the  arid  districts  has  been  continued,  principally  in  Texas,  a  full  re- 

gDrt  of  which  will  be  published  in  a  Bulletin.  An  experiment  sta- 
on  for  the  trial,  in  cultivation,  of  such  grasses  and  forage  plants  as 
§ve  promise  of  usefulness  in  an  arid  climate,  has  been  established  at 
arden  City,  in  southwestern  Kansas,  and  will  be  energetically  pros- 
ecuted during  the  coming  season. 

Another  grass  station  has  been  established  in  Mississippi,  in  con- 
nection with  the  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  near  Starks- 
viUe,  to  investigate  and  experiment  with  reference  to  grasses  suita- 
ble for  cultivation  in  the  Southern  States.  If  these  stations  are  faith- 
fully prosecuted  through  a  sufficiently  long  period  of  time,  I  think 
the  residts  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  grazing  interests  of  the 
country. 

V  ery  respectfully,  Geo.  Vaset, 

Botanist 

Hon.  NOBMAN  J.  COLMAN, 

Secretary. 


GRASSES  AND  WEEDS. 

1.  Reimaria  oligostachya, — This  grass  has  not  been  found  hitherto 
except  in  Florida  and  Cuba.  It  has  been  collected  near  Jacksonville 
by  A.  H.  Curtiss,  growing  in  ditches  and  on  low  groimds.  It  resembles 
some  of  the  species  of  Paspalum,  particularly  P.  vaginatum,  and  in- 
deed can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  the  latter  except  by  an  exam- 
ination of  the  flowers.  The  stems  have  a  creeping  habit  at  the  base, 
sometimes  running  several  feet,  and  rooting  at  the  joints  every  inch 
or  two.  At  the  extremity  the  stems  rise  upward  for  a  foot  or  two 
and  develop  the  flowers.  The  leaves  are  3  or  4  inches  long,  and  very 
narrow,  frequently  becomrne  involute  (folded  or  rolled  together 
lengthwise)  and  sharp  pointea.  The  sheaths  of  the  leaves  are  loose, 
and  generally  as  long  as  the  joints  of  the  stem. 

The  flowers  are  borne  in  spikes  at  and  near  the  extremity  of  the 
CTdms,  usually  about  three,  sometimes  two,  and  rarely  four  or  five. 
These  spikes  are  from  2  to  3  inches  long,  each  with  from  ten  to  fif- 
teen closely  appressed  spikelets.  In  structure  the  spikelets  are  like 
those  of  Paspalum  except  in  having  but  two  stamens  instead  of  three, 
and  in  having  the  flower  glume  either  entirely  absent,  or  reduced  in 
size  to  a  fourth,  a  half,  or  three-fourths  of  the  size  of  the  other. 
AG  88 ^20  805 
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Generally  the  lower  spikelets  of  each  spike  will  have  the  lower 
glume  absent,  and  the  upper  spikelets  will  nave  the  lower  fi^lume  in 
graded  sizes  to  the  "uppermost,  which  may  have  two  fml  empty 

flumes.    The  ^rass  is  nutritious  and  valuable  for  feed,  but  prooa- 
ly  can  not  thrive  except  in  the  hot  climate  of  the  Gulf  coast, 
rlate  I,  Fig.  1,  is  a  figure  of  this  grass;  a,  a  spikelet  magnified 
showing  the  one  empty  glume,  the  flowering  glumes,  palet,  two  sta- 
mens, and  two  styles. 

2.  PaspcHum  vaginatum, — This  grass  is  also  a  native  of  Florida  and 
of  the  hotter  parts  of  America,  and  is  so  similar  to  the  preceding 
that  the  same  general  description  will  apply  to  it.  It  however  seldom 
has  more  than  two  spikes  in  which  the  acute  spikelets  have  the  reg- 
Tilar  two  empty  glumes,  and  three  stamens  and  two  styles.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  these  plants  may  be  found  to  be  variations  or  forms 
of  the  same. 

Plate  1,  Fig.  2,  shows  Pasijolum  vaginatum;  &,  a  spikelet  magnified 
showing  the  empty  glumes,  flowering  glume,  jpalet,  three  stamens, 
and  two  styles;  c,  front  view  of  the  flower;  d,  flower  opened  to  show 
the  flowering  glume  and  palet. 

3.  Paspalum  distichum, — This  grass  is  in  habit  very  similar  to  the 
preceding,  but  usually  grows  on  drier  soil,  with  taller  and  more  erect 
culms.  The  leaves  are  generally  wider,  the  spikes  are  rarely  more 
than  two,  the  spikelets  are  smaller  and  more  numerous  with  two 
empty  glumes,  and  the  flowers  have  three  stamens.  It  has  a  wider 
range  than  P.  vaginatum,  bein^  found  in  the  Southern  States  from 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  to  Florida  and  Texas,  thence  to  California, 
and  as  far  north  as  Oregon.  This  species,  as  well  as  several  others 
of  the  genus,  has  received  some  attention  in  the  South  as  being  use- 
ful pasture  grasses.  Their  creeping  habit  gives  them  stability  and 
capability  to  endure  drought,  and  tney  form  a  close,  tenacious  sod, 
well  adapted  to  close  pasturage.  At  the  same  time,  under  favorable 
circumstances,  this  species  produces  a  large  yield.  Mr.  W.  A.  Saun- 
ders, of  California,  writes  recently  as  follows: 

Are  you  aware  of  the  value  of  Paspalum  distichum  for  seeding  pond-holes  that 
dry  up,  or  nearly  so,  in  autumn?  Such  ponds  are  usually  spot*^  or  bare,  stinking 
mud,  out  when  well  set  to  this  gi-ass  will  yield  all  the  way  up  to  80  tons  (in  the 
green  st^te)  of  autumn  feed  for  stock,  especially  valuable  for  cows  first ;  then  fol- 
low with  sheep  until  every  vestige  is  devoured.  Surely  it  has  an  immense  food  value 
in  such  places. 

Plate  2  shows  Paspalum  distichum;  a,  a  spikelet  enlarged ;  b,  the 
same  expanded,  showing  the  two  empty  glumes  and  the  flower. 

4.  Setaria  viridis  (Green  Foxtail). — In  almost  all  cultivated  and 
waste  grounds,  particularly  in  wheat  fields  after  cutting,  there  is  found 
an  abundant  after  crop  of  what  is  called  pigeon  grass  or  foxtail.  There 
are  two  species  of  this  foxtail,  which,  although  found  in  the  same 
field,  may  be  easily  distinguished.  One  is  Setaria  glauca,  with  an 
erect  culm  and  cylindrical  spike,  and  the  bristles  of  which  are  usu- 
ally of  a  yellowish  color.  The  other  is  the  Setaria  viridis ,  which 
has  a  weaker  stem,  the  spike  rather  looser,  tapering  at  the  apex,  and 
with  the  bristles  longer,  and  green  in  color.  In  this  species  also  the 
spikelets  are  rather  smaller,  the  lower  glume  shorter,  and  the  grain 
less  distinctly  wrinkled.  The  seeds  of  both  kinds  are  eageriy  sought 
for  by  birds  and  poultry  in  grain  fields  after  harvesting.  Tne  grass 
is  probably  introduced  from  Europe. 

Plate  3  gives  a  view  of  the  grass-  a,  a  single  spikelet  enlarged, 
showing  the  parts  and  the  bristle  below. 
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6.  Oplismenus  setarius. — This  grass  is  found  in  Florida  and  in  other 
States  near  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  reaching  to  Texas,  and  thence  into 
Mexico  and  other  tropical  countries.  It  grows  in  woods  and  shady 
places.  The  stems  are  at  first  prostrate,  often  branching  and  root- 
ing at  the  joints.  They  send  up  a  weak  flowering  culm,  with  a  loose 
raceme  4  to  6  inches  long,  composed  of  five  or  six  short,  sessile,  one- 
sided spikes,  about  half  an  inch  long,  each  containing  from  six  to 
twelve  spikelets  in  two  rows  on  the  rhachis.  The  spikelets  each  con- 
tain one  perfect  flower,  and  one  which  is  male  or  only  rudimentary, 
and  have  three  empty  awned  glumes,  the  lowest  of  which  has  the 
awn  two  or  three  times  as  long  as  the  spikelet.  The  flowering  glume 
is  awnless,  and  like  a  Panicum. 

Plate  4  shows  this  grass;  a,  a  single  spikelet  enlarged,  showing 
the  awned  lower  rfumes,  and  the  two  flowers,  one  male,  the  other 
perfect.  Although  this  grass  furnishes  a  considerable  amount  of 
good  wild  forage,  it  is  not  probably  adapted  to  general  cultivation. 

6.  Beckmannia  ert^ccB/brmi^  (Slough  grass). — Tnis  genus  is  closely 
related  to  Panicum  and  has  considerable  resemblance  to  some  forms 
of  Panicum  crus-galli.  It  grows  abundantly  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
region  from  California  and  Oregon  eastward  as  far  as  Iowa  and  Min- 
nesota. It  is  found  in  marshy  ground  and  in  sloughs,  particularly 
in  the  neighborhood  of  streams. 

It  usually  grows  in  tufts,  and  is  of  a  coarse  growth,  tho  stout 
roughish  culms  rising  to  about  3  feet  in  hoiglit;  the  tliickish  leaves 
are  about  half  an  inch  wide  and  G  to  8  inches  long.  These  as  well 
as  the  loose,  long  sheaths  are  strongly  marked  with  numerous  par- 
allel veins.  The  panicle  is  generally  long  and  narrow,  from  6  to  10 
inches  long,  and  half  an  incn  to  an  inch  wide,  composed  mostly  of 
many  very  short,  closely  set  branches,  which  are  more  or  less  in- 
terrupted below,  where  the  branches  are  generally  longer,  sometimes 
2  inches  long  and  erect. 

The  spikelets  are  crowded  very  closely  together  on  the  one-sided 
spikes,  and  each  one  consists  of  a  pair  of  thickish,  compressed,  in- 
flated, boat-shaped,  empty  glumes,  and  between  these,  one  lanceolate- 
acute  flowering  ^lume,  of  thinner  texture,  with  its  still  thinner  palet, 
and  the  stamens  and  styles.  These  are  represented  in  Plate  5,  a 
showing  an  enlarged  spikelet,  b  the  same  expanded  to  show  the  sep- 
arate parts.  In  some  localities  this  grass  is  abundant  and  forms  a 
valuable  resource  for  stock.  The  bottom  leaves  and  sterile  shoots  are 
tender  and  much  relished.     Mr.  F.  W.  Anderson  says: 

It  makes  good  hay.  When  the  plants  are  thick  tojgether  the  aftermath  of  slender, 
juicy  leaves  auickly  ctows,  remaining  green  till  quite  late  in  the  year.  It  is  to  be 
recommended  for  cultivation  in  low,  wet  meadows  genendly. 

Others,  however,  regard  the  grass  as  coarse  and  without  value. 

7.  AntJienantia  rufa. — Culms  erect,  2  to  3  feet  high,  from  strong 
creeping  rhizomas;  leaves  rather  rigid,  linear,  10  to  15  inches  long, 
three  lines  wide,  abruptly  pointed,  and  with  the  sheaths  of  a  pur- 
plish color;  panicle  4  to  8  inches  long,  narrow  and  loose,  the 
branches  in  clusters  of  3  to  5  or  more  below,  flowering  nearly  to  the 
base;  spikelets  on  short,  slender  pedicels,  loosely  racemose  on  the 
branches,  each  containing  onaperfect  flower,  and  one  neutral  or  imper- 
fect one,  the  two  outer  glumes  five-nerved,  hairy,  as  long  as  or  longer 
than  the  flowers;  the  perfect  flower  with  a  rigid  glume  and  palet,  the 
sterile  flower  with  a  thin  membranaceous  palet.  This  species  occurs 
in  low  and  swampy  pine  woods  in  the  Southern  States  from  North 
Oarolinato  Mississippi.     No  efforts  have  been  made  in  its  cultivation. 
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Plate  6  represents  this  grass;  a,  a  spikelet  enlarged;  b,  the  same  ex- 
panded showing  the  separate  parts. 

8.  Amphicarpum  Pursliii, — An  annual  or  biennial,  erect,  rigid 

frass,  growing  2  to  2^  feet  high,  in  the  sandy  pine  barrens  of  New 
ersey,  Delaware,  and  the  Southern  States.  The  leaves  are  mostly  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  culm,  lanceolate,  acute,  rough  (especially  on  the 
long  sheaths),  4  to  6  inches  lonff  and  three  to  four  lines  wide.  The 
panicle  is  rather  close,  4  to  6  incnes  long,  the  slender  branches  erect, 
sometimes  single  and  sometimes  in  twos  or  threes,  1^  to  3  inches 
long,  rather  loosely  flowered.  The  spikelets  are  sessile,  or  very 
short-stalked,  and  consist  of  a  pair  of  lanceolate,  afcute,  five-nerved 
empty  glumes,  and  a  single  flower  with  rather  rigid  glume  and  palet, 
and  with  three  stamens  and  two  styles.  These  flowers,  although  ap- 
parently perfect,  do  not  produce  seed,  but  there  is  another  kind  of 
spikelet  at  the  base  of  the  culm  which  bears  the  seed.  These  are 
borne  at  the  extremity  of  long,  slender  peduncles  or  secondary  culms, 
one  or  two  on  each  peduncle.  They  are  twice  as  large  as  the  spikelets 
of  the  panicle,  and  nave  thickened,  many-nerved  outer  glumes,  with 
the  flowering  glume  and  palet  hardened.  There  are  but  two  species 
of  this  genus  known;  the  second  one  is  found  in  pine-barren  swamps 
in  Florida.  They  furnish  a  certain  amount  of  feed  in  the  sandy  pine 
lands  of  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Plate  7  shows  the  plant  with  the  two  kinds  of  spikelets;  a,  perfect 
flower  enlaged;  6,  the  same  expanded;  c,  the  seed;  d,  a  fertile  flower 
enlarged  and  expanded  showing  the  parts. 

9.  Leersia  Vtrginica  (Rice-grass). — This  is  a  common  grass  in 
damp,  open  woods,  and  along  the  margins  of  streams. 

It  IS  weak-stemmed  and  much  branched,  growing  about  3  feet  in 
lefigth,  with  an  abundance  of  bright-green  leaves,  4  to  6  inches  long, 
3  to  4  lines  wide,  and  having  rough  margins.  The  main  culm  and 
the  principal  branches  are  terminated  with  a  slender  i)anicle  of  4  to 
6  branches,  which  are  at  first  appressed  to  the  main  axis,  but  finally 
become  spreading  These  branches  are  single  and  slender,  from  1  to 
2i  inches  long,  the  lower  part  naked,  the  upper  part  closely  flowered. 
The  spikelets  are  very  small  and  consist  of  two  glumes,  inclosing  the 
stamens  and  styles.  The  outer  glume  is  broad-oblong,  thickish,  and 
much  compressed  or  flattened,  and  is  rough  on  the  back  and  margins 
with  stiff,  short  hairs.  The  second  glume  is  much  narrower,  and  also 
rough  on  the  nerves.  There  is  no  palet,  but  the  stamens  and  styles 
are  inclosed  by  the  upper  glume. 

This  grass  furnishes  a  part  of  the  native  feed  in  open,  wet  woods, 
and  is  sometimes  sufficiently  abundant  to  be  cut  for  hay. 

Plate  8  is  a  figure  of  the  grass;  a,  an  enlarged  spikelet  showing  the 
separate  parts. 

10.  Poa  Andina, — This  is  one  of  the  many  **  bunch  grasses  "  of  the 
West,. so  named  from  its  habit  of  growing  in  bunches.  It  is  an  in- 
habitant of  all  the  interior  mountainous  country  and  of  the  high  plains. 

It  grows  from  1  to  1^  feet  high,  with  an  abundance  of  root-leaves, 
which  are  about  half  as  long  as  the  culms,  very  narrow  and  stiff, 
folded  or  rolled  together  lengthwise,  and  very  sharp-pointed.  The 
leaves  of  the  culm  are  very  short,  erect  and  stiff ;  the  lower  one  about 
2  inches ;  the  second,  1  inch  long,  and  the  upjjer  one  shorter ;  all 
of  them  have  loose,  striate  sheaths.  The  panicle  is  usually  lancec^late 
or  oblong,  2  to  3  inches  long,  and  about  naif  an  inch  wide,  close  and 
densely  flowered ;  the  branches  short  (one-half  to  three- fourths  of  an 
inch),  and  mostly  sessile  and  alternate,  the  lower  one  sometimes  at  a 
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short  distance  below  the  others.  The  spikelets  are  about  three  lines 
long,  with  five  to  seven  crowded  flowers.  The  empty  glumes  are  thin, 
ovate-oblong,  two  lines  long,  the  lower,  one-nerved;  the  upper,  broader 
and  one-nerved  or  faintly  three-nerved  below  ;  the  flowering  glumes 
are  about  two  lines  long,  more  or  less  rounded  on  the  back,  very  thin 
and  blunt  at  the  apex,  either  nearly  smooth  or  softly  puberulent  on 
the  back,  and  ciliate  on  the  margins. 

Attempts  should  be  made  to  introduce  this  species  into  cultivation 
in  the  and  districts. 

Plate  9,  a  figure  of  the  grass;  a,  an  enlarged  spikelet;  &,  a  floret  ex- 
panded and  showing  the  separate  parts. 

ii.  Agropyrum  giaucum  (Colorado  Blue-stem). — This  species  pre- 
vails on  the  western  plains  and  in  the  mountaiils,  and  is  well  known 
to  stockmen.  It  is  ^enerallv  known  by  the  name  of  blue-stem,  or  blue- 
grass,  and  is  sometimes  called  gumbo-grass. 

It  is  closely  related  to  the  quack-grass  or  couch-grass  of  the  East- 
ern States.  It  has  a  stiff,  erect  culm  and  leaves,  which  are  usually 
of  a  bluish-green  color.  On  hard,  dry  soil,  its  growth  is  low  and 
sparse,  but  on  low,  moist  ground  it  often  grows  2  to  3  feet  high, 
and  is  considered  valuable  for  hay.  On  the  Dorders  of  ditches  and 
on  irrigated  ground  it  yields  a  heavy  cutting.  The  flowering  spike 
has  somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  starved,  beardless  head  of  wheat. 
It  has  great  j^ersistoRce  in  the  ground  on  account  of  its  strong,  run- 
ning rootstock.  Whether  it  will,  in  cultivated  ground,  become  as 
diflBcult  to  eradicate  as  its  eastern  namesake  can  not  now  be  predicted, 
but  where  a  persistent,  nutritious  grass  is  the  great  want  of  a  coun- 
try, as  on  the  arid  plains,  it  is  worth  taking  some  risks. 

Fig.  11  represents  the  species;  a,  an  enlarged  spikelet  consisting  of 
the  two  empty  glumes,  and  nine  florets,,  two  of  which  are  expanded 
and  show  the  separate  paiiis. 

12.  Plantago  Patagonica  (Western  Plantain). — The  si)ecific  name 
which  this  plant  beq,rs  would  indicate  that  it  was  a  native  of  Pata- 

fonia.  It  was  probably  first  described  from  Patagonian  specimens, 
ut  is  extensively  spread  throughout  South  America,  and  into  various 
5 arts  of  North  ^merica,  particularly  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  from 
[exico  into  Texas,  tlie  Great  Plains,  and  through  the  Mississippi 
Valley  into  British  America.  Within  a  few  years  past  it  has  spread 
into  many  places  in  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States.  It  belongs  to 
the  plantain  family  (Plantaginacese),  and  presents  a  number  of 
marked  varieties. 

It  is  a  small,  annual  plant,  seldom  more  than  10  or  12  inches  high, 
and,  like  most  of  the  family,  has  its  leaves  clustered  near  the  ground 
and  sends  up  one  or  more  slender  flowering  stalks  which  are  naked 
below,  and  above,  present  a  close  spike  of  flowers  succeeded  by  seed. 
The  leaves  are  verv  narrow,  3  to  5  inches  long,  with  a  few  prominent 
ribs  running  nearly  parallel  from  base  to  apex.  The  variety  which 
is  figured  is  generally  clothed  with  soft,  silky  hairs.  The  flowers 
are  small  and  present  the  characters  common  to  the  genus,  which 
we  need  not  here  particularize.  They  are  succeeded  by  the  very  nu- 
merous small  capsules  or  seed  vessels,  which  are  oblong,  with  thin 
walls,  and  each  containing  two  large  seeds.  These  capsules  have 
a  remarkable  way  of  opening  to  discharge  their  seeds.  Near  the 
middle  of  each  capsule  and  passing  round  it  horizou tally  is  a  line  or 
mark,  wher8,  at  maturity,  the  upper  part  separates  like  a  lid,  and 
exposes  the  contained  seeds, 
Mr.  F,  W.  Anderson  states  that  in  Montana  this  plant  is  causing 
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trouble  in  hay-lands.  It  is  self -seeding  and  very  prolific.  The  seeds 
ripen  and  spring  np  the  same  season  and  mature  the  next  year. 
Where  nothing  hinders  the  development  of  the  plant,  by  its  very  num- 
bers it  drives  out  the  grama  and  blue-joint  grasses  in  large  patches. 
In  the  spring,  just  beiore  the  flowers  open,  a  patch  of  these  plants 
looks  like  hail  on  the  ground  at  a  little  distance,  owing  to  the  thou- 
sands of  white,  silky- villous  spikes  which  rise  in  all  directions.  Stock 
do  not  like  to  eat  the  plant,  and  farmers  are  beginning  to  detest  it. 

Plate  11  represents  this  plant;  a,  an  old  spilce  gone  to  seed  ;the 
bracts  are  very  conspicuous  ;  6,  a  ygunger  spike  in  flower ;  c,  a  very 
young  spike  ;  Fig.  1  shows  a  back  view  of  the  flower  with  the  calyx 
removed ;  1,  a,  the  mark  of  circumscissile  dehiscence ;  Fig.  2,  a 
front  view  of  the  flower,  the  calyx  present  and  a  short  bract  at  its 
base ;  Figs.  3  and  4,  portions  of  emT)ty  capsules,  front  and  oblique 
views,  showing  central  placenta ;  Figs.  5  and  6,  dorsal  and  ventral 
views  of  a  seea. 

Figs.  1  to  6  greatly  enlarged. 

13.  Lygodesmia  juncea, — This  is  a  homely,  scragged,  perennial 
weed,  prevailing  throughout  the  Rocky  Mountain  region.  It  is  a 
naked-looking  composite  plant,  closely  related  to  the  chicory  plant 
of  Europe.  It  grows  about  a  foot  high,  Avith  a  rigid  stem  and  branches 
which  are  marked  with  fine  ridges  and  furrows.  Tlie  leaves  are 
small  and  inconspicuous,  the  larger  ones  being  linear-subulate  and 
about  an  inch  long,  one  at  the  base  of  each  of  the  branches,  the 
upper  ones  becoming  gradually  reduced  to  small  bracts  or  scales. 
Each  branch  is  terminated  by  a  single  head  about  half  an  inch  long, 
containing  five  flowers  surrounded  by  an  involucre  of  slender  scales, 
and  a  few  much-reduced  ones  at  the  base.  The  flowers  are  all  of  the 
strap-shaped  form,  having  a  broad  fringed  summit,  and  of  a  rose 
color.  At  the  base  of  the  nower  is  the  a/cenium  or  seed,  surmounted 
with  a  copious  tuft  of  long,  white  hairs,  constituting  what  is  called 
the  pappus.    The  akenes  are  linear  and  five-ridged  or  ribbed. 

Mr.  Andei'son  states  that  the  plant  is  native  and  common  in  Mon- 
tana, and  has  a  deep,  perennial  root  which  it  is  hard  to  destroy.  It 
is  especially  pernicious  in  vegetable  gardens,  where  it  easily  chokes 
out  young  plants  and  causes  much  trouble.  It  will  thrive  in  hot, 
dry  weather,  when  most  other  plants  are  weakened  by  the  heat  and 
drought.  Hoeing  up  the  plants  while  tie  flowers  are  in  bud  is  recom- 
mended. The  plant  blooms  and  scatters  seed  from  the  end  of  June 
till  October,  so  that  an  enormous  number  of  seeds  areT  matured  each 
season.     In  cultivated  ground  theplant  becomes  much  distorted. 

Plate  12  represents  tne  plant;  Fig.  a  is  a  branching  stem  torn  off 
near  the  base;  Fig.  6,  a  single  floret;  c,  a  seed  with  its  pappus;  d,  an 
empty  involucre  showing  five  punctures  on  the  receptacle  where  the 
florets  were  attached;  e,  a  portion  of  a  thicker  stem,  showing  one  of 
the  larger  leaves. 

14.  Solanum  triflorum  (Wild  Potato). — A  16w,  herbaceous,  much- 
branched  and  spreading  plant  of  the  same  family  as  the  common 
potato,  growing  on  the  plains  from  New  Mexico  northward  into 
british  America.  The  stem  and  branches  are  weak  and  decumbent, 
seldom  over  a  foot  long,  but  verv  numerous  from  one  root.  The 
leaves  are  alternate,  1  to  2  inches  long,  oblong  in  outline,  deeply  cut 
into  lobes,  from  three  to  five  on  each  side,  and  tapering  below  into  a 
narrow  margin.  From  the  axils  of  the  leaves  there  proceed  slender 
peduncles  or  flower-stems,  about  an  inch  long,  each  bearing  about 
three  small,  white  or  pale-blue  flowers,  which  resemble  those  of  the 
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common  potato  but  smaller.    Each  of  these  flowers  is  succeeded  by 
a  small,  greenish  berry,  containing  numerous  small  seeds. 

Mr.  Anderson  says  of  this  plant,  that  live  years  ago  it  was  com- 
paratively rare  in  northern  Montana.  It  could  then  be  found  here 
and  there  on  the  prairies  or  near  water-courses,  but  during  the  past 
three  years  it  has  notably  increased,  owing  to  the  increased  cultiva- 
tion or  the  soil. 

The  plant  grows  better  in  cultivated  ground,  and  it  is  a  fact  worth  recording  that 
it  grows  best  of  all  in  situations  particularly  suited  to  the  development  of  the  com- 
mon potato  (Solanum  tuberosum).  In  its  final  condition  the  plant  spreads  on  the 
ground  in  mats  8  feet  or  more  across,  the  branches  usually  rooting  all  aloi^  the 
pai-ts  touching  the  earth,  and  bearing  many  pale  blue  to  purplish  flowers.  I  had 
noted  several  years  ago  that  potato-bugs  live  upon  the  leaves.  In  1887  and  1888  an 
enormous  crop  of  potato-beetle  larvee  were  produced,  chiefly  upon  this  weed.  It  is 
a  reeular  swarming  place  for  Colorado  beetles,  which  lay  eggs  by  the  thousands  on 
the  leaves  everywhere. 

Plate  13  is  a  figure  of  this  plant*  a,  6,  a  flower  and  bud  enlarged; 
c,  a  cluster  of  mature  berries,  with  a  tuft  of  leaves;  d,  a  berry  cut 
transversely;  6,  a  berry  cut  vertically. 

The  grasses  of  Plates  1  to  11  are  one-half  the  natural  size. 


THE  PASTORAL  RESOURCES  OF  MONTANA. 
By  F.  W.  Anderson,  Special  Agent. 

Not  many  years  ago  this  Territory  was  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
vast  waste  called  the  Great  American  Desert.  Even  her  wealth 
of  mineral  resources  was  not  realized,  and  the  country  was  con- 
sidered fit  onlv  for  the  hunter,  the  trader,  and  the  Indian  agent. 
But  at  last,  when  the  rich  mineral  discoveries  of  Alder  Gulch  and 
Virginia  City  created  such  a  stir,  miners,  adventurers,  and  fortune- 
seekers  flocked  to  the  Territory  from  all  directions.  It  was  then 
that  i)eople  began  to  see  in  the  mineral  productiveness  of  the  soil  a 
promise  of  future  greatness  for  Montana.  Mine  after  mine  was  dis- 
covered, keeping  alive  for  years  the  feverish  excitement  incident  to 
gold  hunting  on  the  "  bars,"  for  nearly  all  mining  in  those  days  was 
placer.  Long  years  before  the  shriek  of  the  locomotive  echoed  with 
shriller  notes  in  Montana's  mountains  the  hoarse  cry  of  the  "bull- 
whacker  "  and  the  sharp  crack  of  his  quirt  affrighted  the  timid  game 
feeding  peacefully  on  the  mountain  slopes.  In  those  days  the  value 
of  a  good  mule  or  ox  train  was  estimated  at  about  $G,000  in  gold,  and 
many  a  fortune  has  been  made,  and  often  lost  again,  carrying  pro- 
visions and  implements  of  toil  to  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  Territory. 
Soon  it  was  discovered  that  mules  and  oxen  grew  fat  on  the  native 
grasses,  thus  suggesting  possibilities  in  another  direction,  viz,  that 
of  stock-raising..  At  first  it  was  feared  the  extreme  cold  of  winter 
could  not  be  withstood  by  cattle  or  horses  on  the  open  ranges.  It 
was  consideied  out  of  the  question  to  feed  hay,  for  that  was  worth  $60 
a  ton,  sometimes  more.  However,  wintering  cattle  on  the  open  ranges 
was  tried,  but  with  discouraging  results.  A  few  of  the  originally 
imported  stock  still  survived,  and,  in  a  measure,  had  become  accli- 
mated. These  passed  through  a  milder  winter  than  usual,  and  sprint 
found  them  in  fair  condition.  They  bore  fine,  healthy  calves,  and 
thus  fresh  hope  was  infused  into  the  minds  of  experimenters. 

From  that  time  on  the  stock  business  has  steadily  increased  until 
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now  it  has  reached  magnificent  propoi^tions;  and  as  one  travels  over 
the  Territory  nortli,  south,  east,  or  west,  he  is  pointed  out  with  pride, 
"by  the  inhabitants,  the  costly  residences  ana  large  herds  of  cattle 
owned  by  the  "  cattle  kings,"  as  the  successful  men  have  been  dubbed. 
Where  Captains  Lewis  and  Clarke,  the  explorers,  over  eighty  years 
ago  saw  thousands  of  buffaloes,  elks,  and  deer  feeding  on  the  open 
plains  bordering  the  Missouri  River,  pear  the  falls  now  roam  thou- 
sands of  horses  and  cattle  which  obtain  sustenance  the  year  round 
by  eating  the  native  grasses.  Upon  the  same  j^lains  a  hundred  years 
ago  the  Indians'  horses  also  grazed. 

MINING  AND  STOCK-RAISING. 

The  two  leading  industries  are  mining  and  stock-raising.  Quartz 
mining  is  now  the  chief  branch  of  the  former;  but  in  early  times 
placer  mining,  because  of  the  remoteness  of  the  country  and  diffi- 
culty of  access,  was  the  only  branch  sotight  and  pursued.  The 
manner  of  raising  stock  is  very  simple.  Horses  and' cattle  are  per- 
mitted to  roam  over  their  owners'  ranges  at  will,  and  are  '*  rounded 
up "  only  for  the"  purposes  of  branding,  castrating,  counting,  and 
selling,  all  of  which  work  is  usually  performed  at  stated  times  of 
the  year.  But  sheep,  although  kept  in  large  flocks  or  ''bands," 
are  cared  for  by  a  shepherd  or  ''herder,"  partly  because  they  scat- 
ter far  and  wide  in  small  groups  if  left  to  themselves,  and  partly  be- 
cause they  need  protection  from  wolves  and  coyotes.  The  average- 
sized  band  of  sheep  will  probably  contain  2,500  head,  but  many  flocks 
number  over  5,000  head;  but  these  are  too  many  for  one  man  to  prop- 
erly cara  for,  and  the  weak,  the  old,  and  the  lame  animals  have  a 
hard  time  of  it. 

While  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep  all  bring  forth  their  young  on 
the  open  plains,  sheep  are  th5  only  stock  receiving  any  attention  at 
this  period.  Extra  men  are  employed  during  the  '*lambing  season," 
and  the  flock  is  generally  divided  up  into  three — those  to  lamb,  those 
lambinff  (or  within  a  day  or  two  of  it),  and  those  that  have  lambed; 
this  is  done  for  obvious  reasons. 

Cattle  are  raised  for  beef,  no  practical  attention  yet  being  paid  to 
dairying  •  horses  are  raised  for  speed  and  endurance,  very  few  draft 
animals  oeing  bred;  while  sheep  are  hardly  ever  raised  for  any  pur- 

Sose  but  wool-growing.     But  the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  everjr  in- 
ustry  connected  with  these  animals  will  receive  its  merited  attention. 

GENERAL  FEATURES  OP  MONTANA. 

The  souther 71  and  western  parts. — Looking  at  a  map  of  the  Terri- 
tory one  sees  that  the  southern  and  western  parts  are  much  broken 
by  small,  isolated  groups  of  mountains  and  hills.  If  one  traveling 
over  these  parts  will  take  time  to  climb  a  few  of  these  mountains  he 
will  see  at  once,  that  this  is  the  exact  nature  of  the  country.  Far 
below  him  he  will  see  valleys  and  plains  of  greater  or  less  extent  sur- 
rounding each  little  range.  Looking  towards  any  point  of  the  com- 
pass he  will  see  the  same  plains  wandering  between  and  around  other 
isolated  mountain  groups  in  the  distance,  strongly  reminding  him  of 
a  great  quiet  lake,  dotted  with  huge,  rocky,  often  pine-clad  islands. 
These  groups  are  all  called  ranges  By  the  local  inhabitants,  but  many 
of  them  seem  too  small  to  deserve  such  a  name. 

Looking  at  the  map  again  one  will  observe  the  course  of  the  main 
divide  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.    Well  defined  and  broad,  it  retains 
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its  individuality  from  near  the  northeast  corner  of  Missoula  County, 
through  the  eastern  and  central  length  of  Deer  Lodge  County,  and 
half  through  Silver  Bow  County  on  its  eastern  border.  Here  it  be- 
comes broken  and  fragmentary.  The  Bitter  Root  Mountains  extend 
along  the  southwestern  border  and  continue  all  along  the  western 
line  as  far  north  as  the  forty-eighth  parallel  in  Missoula  County. 
Much  of  the  country  between  the  Bitter  Root  Mountains  and  the 
main  range  is  very  rugged.  So  far  as  I  have  seen  the  prevailing 
rocks  in  these  regions  are  gi*ay  granite,  porphyry,  slate,  and  lime- 
stone, but  occasional  large  areas  show  outcroppings  of  a  reddish-col- 
ored lava.  Especially  was  this  last  feature  observed  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  McCartney  Range  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  Madison  County. 

The  majority  of  the  little  mountain  clusters  contain  in  their  bowels 
gold,  silver,  copper,  and  lead.  Ironstone  of  seversjl  varieties  is  also 
abundant,  so  that  iron  and  lime  for  fluxing  the  other  metals  are 
mostly  near  at  hand,  while  the  charcoal  is  made  in  the  pine  woods 
on  tlie  neighboring  heights.  In  a  few  of  the  ranges  free  gold  is 
found;  very  few  of  the  diggings  are  rich,  however,  seldom  paying 
more  than  ordinary  days'  wages  ($3.60  to  $6),  while  some  few  yield 
almost  fabulous  amounts  per  annum. 

The  plains  already  mentioned  are  mostly  high,  often  stony,  and, 
so  far  as  I  have  see'n  or  heard,  always  dry.  The  numerous  valleys, 
through  nearly  all  of  which  flows  a  stream  of  sparkling  water,  are 
for  the  most  part  narrow,  but  veiy  productive.  The  chief  crops 
appear  to  be  oats,  wheat,  timothy,  and  native  "bluejoint,"  potatoes, 
cabbages,  turnips,  and  onions;  corn  is  not  grown  as  a  regular  crop. 
Fruit  trees  of  any  kind  are  rarely  seen,  and  even  then  have  only 
been  planted  by  persons  of  unusually  enterprising  and  progressive 
spirit.  Even  the  small  fruits,  like  gooseberries,  currants,  raspber- 
ries, and  strawberries,  are  not  cultivated,  although  ample  evidence  is 
given  to  show  that  thev  and  other  small  fruits  would  do  well;  for 
many  persons  have  volunteered  the  information  that  they  go  into 
the  mountains  once  a  year  to  pick  a  year's  supply  of  these  fruits 
for  use  in  their  families. 

In  these  valleys  and  up  many  of  the  mountain  gulches  grow  several 
species  of  poplar  and  willow.  The  balsam  poplar  is  the  commonest 
of  the  genus.  Salix  flavescens,  var.  scouleriana,  S,  rostrata,  and  S. 
longifoUa  are  the  common  willows.  Occurring  with  these  are  also 
the  black  or  *'  mountain  "  birch  (Betula  occidental  is),  which  sometimes 
attains  a  size  rarely  seen  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Territory,  and  a 
species  of  alder  (Alnus  viridis),  often  growing  to  a  height  of  30  feet. 
Occasionally  sucn  evergreens  as  Juniperus  commiinis  and  J,  Virgin- 
iana  may  be  found  also.  On  the  mountain  slopes  several  species  of 
pine  and  fir  occur.  But  the  mountain  tops  are  bare,  or  at  most  sup- 
port a  scattered  growth  of  dwarfed  pine  \Pinus  alhicaulis,  Eng.). 

The  high  plains  or  benches  for  the  most  part  produce  a  very  thin 
growth  of  grass.  In  many  localities  are  immense  tracts,  miles  in 
extent,  covered  by  sage-brush  {Artemisia  iridentata)  gi'owing  to  an 
average  height  of  4  feet;  specimens  are  occasionally  seen  6  feet  high. 
The  woody  stems  of  this  strange  under-shrub  are  used  as  fuel  in 
some  parts.  Another  sage-brush  {A,  cana)  is  also  common.  It 
never  is  so  tall  or  robust  as  A.  tridsntafa,  Greasewood  (Sarcohatus 
vermiculaius),  with  its  cruel  spines,  is  abundant  in  many  localities. 
It  grows  into  a  good -sized  busn  4  or  5  feet  high  and  very  branching. 
The  numerous  short,  rigid  branchlets  are  usually  tipped  with  a 
sharp  point,  giving  them  a  spiny  appearance.    One  may  oe  severely 
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pricked  in  forcing  his  way  through  a  patch  of  this  shrub.  I  am  in- 
formed, however,  that  this  plant,  despite  its  formidable  appearance, 
is  eagerly  sought  by  range  cattle,  which  live  upon  it  when  the  snows 
are  deep.  I  have  seen  cattle  munch  the  branches,  spines  and  all,  as 
composedly  as  a  donkey  eats  a  thistle.  The  local  inhabitants  in  the 
spring,  when  the  young  shoots  are  green  and  tender,  boil  them  as 
"greens,"  and  sometimes  make  pickles  of  them,  too.  I  have  not 
tasted  cooked  twigs,  but  have  eaten  the  raw,  succulent,  linear  leaves. 
The  flavor  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  the  well-known  samphire 
of  our  coasts.  One  more  under-shrub  contributes  largely  to  the 
characteristic  appearance  of  the  southern  and  southwestern  parts  of 
the  Territory,  viz,  Bigelovia  graveolens,  var.  alhicavlis.  Like  the 
sage-brush  and  greasewood  it  chiefly  inhabits  the  high  benches 
and  dry  bottoms.  This  variety  seems  to  occur  throughout  the  Ter- 
ritory; but  nowhere,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  is  it  so  common  as  in 
the  counties  of  Silver  Bow,  Beaver  Head,  and  Madison.  Here  we 
find  it  averaging  3  feet  high,  making  the  plains  yellow  for  miles 
in  late  summer  with  its  profusion  of  flowers,  and  in  autumn  impart- 
ing a  peculiar  grayish-green  tint  to  the  landscape.  No  animal  seems 
to  eat  this  plant,  and,  aside  from  the  facts  that  it  helps  to  cover  the 
nakedness  of.  the  earth  and  draws  a  little  moisture,  it  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  troublesome  weed. 

Agriculture,  then,  in  the  regions  described  is  confined  almost 
wholly  to  the  narrow  valleys  and  bottoms,  along  streams  ;  it  is  not 
a  chief  industry,  and  never  can  be,  owing  to  the  very  nature  of  the 
country.  Mining  takes  the  lead,  stock-raising  comes  next.  Here  is 
a  grana  country  for  the  latter  i)urpose.  Despite  its  dry  plains  and 
abominably  numerous  steep  mountains  and  hills,  it  is  abundantly 
watered.  Scarcely  one  of  its  thousands  of  valleys  is  without  a 
brook  or  a  river  of  the  purest  water,  easy  of  access.  In  many  local- 
ities the  grass  forms  a  close  turf.  In  this  respect  the  southern  parts 
of  Madison  and  Beaver  Head  Counties  can  not  be  excelled.  In 
making  a  random  guess  I  would  say  that  fully  three-fourths  of  this 
entire  region  would  always  be  open  to  the  interests  of  stock-growers 
of  all  kinds.     It  is  a  splendid  country  for  the  purpose. 

Northern  and  eastern  Montana, — We  now  come  to  a  wholly  dif- 
ferent country:  the  general  appearance,  the  vegetation,  and  even 
the  climate,  all  different.  Here  we  have  the  three  grand  resources, 
mining,  stock-raising  and  farming,  on  a  more  nearly  equal  basis,  but 
instead  of  mining,  stock-raising  takes  the  lead.  And  here  wool- 
growing  is  an  important  item. 

Looking  at  a  map  of  these  parts  we  see  a  country  abundantly 
watered  and  possessing  only  a  few  (comparatively)  mountain  ranges. 
The  many  creeks  or  brooks  and  larger  streams  all  find  their  way  to 
one  of  three  great  rivers.  The  central  river,  the  mighty  Missouri, 
then  receives  the  two  others — the  Milk  River  from  the  north  and  the 
Yellowstone  River  from  the  south.  Ascending  to  the  summit  of  any 
convenient  mountain  in  northern  Montana,  and  looking  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach  with  the  aid  of  a  field  glass  or  telescope,  one  sees  a 
grand  series  of  beautiful  rolling  plains,  thickly  covered  with  grass. 
Here  and  there  the  wnding  valleys  mark  the  courses  of  the  streams. 
In  the  distance  are  mountains,  purple,  and  blue,  and  gray.  To  the 
south  and  west  one  sees,  though  so  far,  the  main  range  of  the  Rockies, 
its  snow-clad  peaks  in  bold  relief.  That  range  can  be  distinguished 
at  a  glance  from  all  others. 

Here  we  have  a  country  pre-eminently  fitted  for  pastoral  and  agri- 
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cultural  pjursuits.  The  extent  of  range  for  stock  would  be  simply 
.  inexhaustible  were  not  the  soil  so  rich  that  agriculture  is  rapidly  tak- 
ing possession.  In  fact  it  is  my  opinion  that  in  a  very  few  years 
agriculture  will  have  such  a  pre-eminence  that  herd  laws  will  be  en- 
acted, at  least  for  the  protection  of  farmers  in  this  region.  Agricult- 
ure is  making  gigantic  strides.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  proven 
that  the  justly  celebrated  wheat  lands  of  Minnesota  and  Dakota  can 
not  surpass  the  bench  lands  of  northern  and  eastern  Montana.  Hun- 
dreds of  progressive  farmers  and  others  ai:e  planting  timber  and 
fruit  trees,  everywhere  meeting  with  success.  So  it  is  easy  to  fore- 
see that  in  a  few  years  the  country  will  be  so  settled  by  farmers  and 
growei*s  of  fine-blooded  stock,  who  will  keep  their  animals  in  pastures 
or  other  inclosures,  that  range  stock  will  be  crowded  to  the  foot-hills 
and  mountains,  or  else  their  owners  will  have  to  take  them  to  those 
regions  where  there  will  never  be  a  struggle  between  the  tiller  of  the 
soil  and  the  flock-master  for  possession  or  the  field. 

If  one  will  go  over  any  portion  of  the  region  now  under  consider- 
ation, after  having  gone  over  those  parts  described  in  the  previous 
section,  he  will  at  once  notice  the  difference  in  the  vegetation.  No- 
where here,  except  in  the  **bad  lands"  along  certain  portions  of  the 
Missouri  River  and  in  a  few  other  parts,  will  be  seen  the  sage-brush, 
Bigelovia,  and  greasewood,  in  any  abundance.  In  going  over  the 
ground  during  summer  the  difference  will  be  still  more  marked  by 
the  presence  of  a  great  variety  of  leguminous  plants,  many  of  them 
very  beautiful  in  flower  and  foliage,  which  are  dotted  over  these 
northern  plains  in  all  directions.  In  my  own  herbarium  are  twenty- 
three  species  and  several  varieties^  representing  the  genus  Astragalus 
alone,  all  collected  in  this  region. 

Along  the  small  streams  and  rivers  the  common  trees  are  Popvlus 
monilifera,  P,  angustifoliay  P.  tremvloides,  and  more  sparingly  P. 
angulata.  Only  one  willow  ever  seems  to  become  truly  tree-like  in 
size,  viz,  Salix  amygdaZoides.  This  species  usually  becomes  of  suf- 
ficient size  for  good,  solid  fence-posts,  and  at  times  even  larger.  It 
is  considerably  used- for  that  purpose.  Professor  Coulter  in  his  Man- 
ual of  Rocky  Mountain  Botany,  page  335,  quotes  that  a  form  of  Salix 
cordata  sometimes  affords  durable  timber,  adding  that  *'itis  alto- 
gether incredible  that  any  form  of  S,  cordata  ever  attains  tree-like 
size."  So  far  as  personal  observations  enable  me  to  judge  I  think 
Professor  Coulter  is  quite  right.  The  very  largest  specimen  of  Si  cor- 
data I  ever  saw  was  not  more  than  5  inches  in  diameter  at  the  bottom. 
It  was  the  var.  vestita,  the  common  diamond  willow,  the  same  form 
that  Professor  Coulter  comments  upon.  But  SalioSamygdaloides  fre- 
quently becomes  18  inches  in  diameter.  Where  abundant  it  is  much 
cut  for  cord-wood,  making  excellent  fuel.  Towards  the  mountains 
the  poplars  all  disappear  save  P.  tremuioides.  The  willows  also  are 
different,  S.  rostrata  and  a  form  of  S.  glauca  being  most  common. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  Territorv  is  a  remarkable  one.  The  winter 
weather  of  any  new  country  is  always  the  subject  of  special  inquiry, 
particularly  when  stock-raising  is  in  question.  The  following  notes 
upon  this  and  the  other  seasons  may  be  of  interest : 

Wirder, — Winter  generally  sets  in  in  ffood  earnest  in  the  early  part 
of  January,  seldom  much-  snow  or  cold  before  then,  and  lasts  until 
the  middle  of  March  or  beginning  of  April.  It  is  not  a  period  of 
steady  winter  weather,  however;  a  "  cold  snap"  seldom  lasts  over 
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two  or  three  days.  According  to  statistics  the  average  snow-fall  in 
the  course  of  a  winter  is  about  18  inches.  This  does  not  fall  all  at 
once ;  neither  does  it  fall  from  time  to  time,  and  accumulate  for  the 
genial  warmth  of  the  spring  to  dissipate.  Here,  in  mid-winter,  the 
mild  breezes  blowing  inshore  from  tne  Japan  Current  sweep  down 
over  the  mountains,  often  melting  a  foot  of  snow  in  a  single  day  or 
night,  andseldom  letting  one^ snow-fall  lie  upon  the  ground  over  two 
or  three  weeks.  In  this  way  the  ground  is  frequently  left  bare  for 
several  weeks  before  the  advent  of  another  storm.  At  such  times 
men  go  about  in  their  shirt-sleeves,  insects  skip  and  fly  about  the 
prairies,  and  stock  upon  the  ranges  gain  flesh.  Some  winters,  how- 
ever, the  snow  becomes  crusted  hard  for  weeks  at  a  time:  then  range 
cattle  suffer  terribly,  and  many  of  them  die  because  tney  can  not 

f:et  at  the  grass.  Horses  and  sheep  paw  holes  in  the  snow,  *'  rustling 
or  feed,"  lience  seldom  suffer.  Cattle  never  paw;  if  they  can  not 
f)ush  the  snow  off  the  grass  with  their  noses  tney  starve  or  eat  wil- 
ows,  which  is  nearly  as  ruinous.  But  the  loss  of  cattle  from  this 
cause  is  not  necessary,  as  it  would  take  but  little  hay  to  keep  them 
alive  till  a  '*  chinook  '"^  came  to  break  the  icy  bonds. 

Sprifig. -^Spring  follows  close  upon  winter ;  there  is  no  gradual 
transition.  Before  the  last  chinook  has  swept  away  the  snow-drifts, 
wild  flowers  of  brilliant  colors  appear.  Spring  frosts  rarely  occur, 
except  very  close  to  and  in  the  mountains.  Farmers  put  in  their  seeds 
as  soon  as  the  ground  is  thawed  enough  for  plowing,  and  seldom  give 
them  further  attention  till  harvest  time.  In  northern  Montana  an 
ample  supply  of  rain  falls  during  May  and  June.  Spring  here  is  nearly 
as  warm  as  summer ;  for  this  reason,  combined  with  the  abundance  of 
rain,  vegetation  grows  with  surprising  rapidity.  The  "blue- joints" 
and  other  tall  grasses  are  usually  3  feet  high  by  the  middle  of  June. 
Summer. — Tnis  season  may  be  said  to  develop  from  spring  about 
the  middle  of  June.  Its  hottest  period  is  in  August.  Sometimes, 
but  not  often,  the  temperature  is  over  110°  F.  in  the  shade.  The 
probable  average  is  about  80°  F.  It  is  well  known  that  sea-breezes 
are  warmer  in  winter  than  the  land  atmosphere,  and  that  they  are 
cooler  in  summer ;  and  so  it  happens  that  the  same  breezes  which 
melt  the  snow  and  moderate  the  severity  of  winter  here,  g:ently  blow, 
cool  and  refreshing,  over  the  mountains  and  plains  in  summer 
time.  Consequently,  the  heat  of  summer  has  not  tnat  oppressiveness 
so  characteristic  of  it  in  **  the  States."  It  is  seldom  that  one  can  not 
fully  enjoy  the  comfort  of  a  woolen  blanket  during  a  summer  night. 
Autumn, — Montana's  autumn  weather  is  jjerfect.  The  nights  are 
cool,  often  f rost/;  the  days  are  bright  and  mild.  Wheneve?r  we  have 
a  ^ood  fall,  stock  are  in  prime  condition  for  market,  or  to  face  the 
cold  weather  coming.  This  fine  weather  generally  lasts  till  well  on. 
into  November,  f  This  year  it  is  yet  fine,  and  I  sit  writing  this,  the  22d 
of  December,  witti  my  door  wide  open.)  Then  a  small  snow-storm 
occurs  occasionally  to  remind  one  that  winter  has  almost  come  again. 
We  have  now  glanced  over  the  general  features  of  the  Territory, 
and  in  so  doing  have  seen  that  the  greater  part  of  it,  at  least  four- 
fifths,  can  be  utilized  for  stock-raising.  We  have  also  seen  that 
nearly  half  of  it  will  eventually  be  devoted  to  agricultural  interests. 
The  south  and  most  of  the  western  part  will  always  be  a  pastoral 
country,  while  the  north  and  east  will  soon  be  almost  entirely  devoted 
to  farming,  horticulture,  and  the  raising  of  fine,  blooded  stock,  for 
which  purpose  very  extensive  areas  are  not  needed  by  individuals. 
We  have  seen  that,  on  the  whole,  the  climate  is  a  good  one.    This 
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good  climate  is  probably  mainly  the  result  of  two  features,  the  close 

Sroximity  and  protection  afforded  by  the  main  range  of  the  Rocky 
fountains,  with  its  numerous  spurs,  and  also  of  the  cooling  influence 
of  the  Chinook  wind  blowing  from  the  Japan  Current  in  summer,  and 
its  warming  influence  in  winter. 

NATIVE  GRASSES. 

In  agricultural  circles  there  has  been  much  talk  about  the  ^'  bunch 
grasses,"  "blue-joint  grasses,"  and  ^^buflfalo  grasses"  of  the  North- 
west. I  shall  not  here  pretend  to  present  as  large  a  list  as  Professor 
Scribner's  * 'Agricultural  Grasses  of  Central  Montana,"  not  having 
the  necessary  material  to  draw  from;  but  the  following  list  gives  our 
most  important  species,  as  I  have  found  them,  in  different  parts  of 
the  Territory:  v 

Beckmannia  erucceformis^  Host  (Beckmann's  Grass,  "Slough- 
Grass"). — Found  throughout  in  low  ^rounds,  marshv  places,  and 
sloughs;  to  some  extent  also  along  the  banks  of  mountain  streams. 
In  some  localities  it  forms  a  valuable  food  for  stock.  Average  height 
about  3  feet.  The  stout  culms  give  oflf  several  bright-green  leaves, 
4  to  8  or  9  inches  long.  Several  culms  usually  ctow  from  one  tuft. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  plant  are  tender  leaves  ana  sterile  shoots  much 
relished  by  stock.  It  makes  good  hay.  Where  the  plants  are  thick* 
together,  the  aftermath  of  tender,  juicy  leaves  quickly  grows,  re- 
maining green  till  quite  late  in  the  year.  To  be  recommended  for 
cultivation  in  low,  wet  meadows  generally. 

Panieum  cajnUare,  L.  (Panic-Grass,  "f'ool-hay "). — Throughout; 
forming  large  **  meadows  in  some  localities.  Mostly  found  in  waste 
or  gravelly  soil.  Sometimes  called  * 'Fool-hay,"  because  it  takes  so 
much  to  make  a  ton. 

Pcvnicum  crus-gdlliy  L.  (Barnyard-Grass), — Professor  Coulter  in  his 
Manual,  page  404,  says:  *' Very  widely  introduced,  possibly  indige- 
nous somewhere  on  the  continent."  Undoubtedly  indigenous  here; 
occurring  along  streams  and  in  gravelly  places  throughout.  In  the 
niountains  usually  dwarfed.  Sparingly  introduced  into  cultivated 
ground.  Stock  eat  this  grass  readily.  Leafy,  many-stemmed,  hardy, 
"  self -seeding  "  unfailingly,  it  has  much  to  recommend  it. 

Setaria  viridis,  Be&uv.  (Green  Foxtail,  Bottle-Grass,  ^*  Wild  Mil- 
let").— Introduced  into  culuvated  soil.  Not  common.  Many  farm- 
ers look  upon  it  with  ^reat  favor. 

Spartina  cynosv/rotdes,  Willd.  (Cord-Grass,  Marsh-Grass). — 
Throughout,  in  marshy  ground  along  streams,  and  in  depressions  of 
valleys.  So  abundant  in  some  localities  that  eventually;  it  may  cause 
serious  trouble.  In  some  of  the  meadows  near  Helena  it  constitutes 
nearly  half  the  OTass.  It  spreads  by  strong,  scaly  root-stocks,  each  of 
which  is  tipped  by  a  stiff,  sharp  point,  formed  by  the  overlapping,  ter- 
miinal  scales.  Culms  averag^e  4  feet  high,  stiff  and  reed-liKe.  Stock 
-will  not  eat  this  grass,  and  it  is  useless  for  hay. 

Phalaris  arunainacea,  L.  (Reed  Canary-Grass). — This  valuable 
grass  is  common  throughout.  Abundant  along  many  of  the  mount- 
ain streams  and  in  moist  valleys  everywhere,  especially  in  the  south- 
em  part.  Prefers  moist  situations,  attaining  a  lieight  upwards  of  5 
feet.  Makes  excellent  hay.  Cattle  are  very  fond  of  the  leaves  and 
panicles.  The  latter,  when  full  of  seeds,  they  nip  off  and  eat  with 
evident  relish.  This  species  would  pay  well  in  cultivation,  owing  to 
the  abundance  of  hay  it  would  yield.  (Phalaris  CaimriensiSy  L.,  is 
sparingly  introduced.) 
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Hiefochloa  borecdis,  R.  and  S.  (Vanilla-Grass,  Seneca-Grass). — Is 
said  to  be  common  in  some  parts.  I  never  saw  it  myself  except  along 
the  banks  of  Belt  River,  in  Meagfier  County. 

Alopecurus  pratensis,  var.  olpestris  (Mountain  Timothy). — This 
species  has  an  unexcelled  reputation  as  a  grass  for  the  pasture  and 
hay-mow.  Growing  extensively  in  the  mountains  it  often  covers 
large  open  tracts  known  as  *'  mountain  meadows  "  and  " parks."  It 
is  regularly  cut  for  hay,  and  the  delicious  odor  exhaled  during  the 
curing  process  is  indeed  *Hhe  scent  of  new-mown  hay."  There  is 
no  necessity  for  introducing  foreign  grasses  into  any  region  possess- 
ing a  native  species  like  this. 

Aristida  puiyurea,  Nutt.  (Triple-awned  Grass,  Bunch-Grass). — 
Common,  especially  south  ana  southwest.  In  the  northern  part  the 
variety  longiseta,  Vasey,  appears  to  be  the  prevailing  form.  Chiefly 
on  gravelly,  stony  ground  along  bluffs  and  rocky  hills  in  the  northern 
part,  but  southward  it  is  very  abundant  in  some  localities  on  the  dry 
plains  so  characteristic  of  that  region.  Its  habit  of  growing  in  stiff 
clumps,  narrowed  below,  diverging  above,  has  gained  for  it  tne  usual 
name,  **  bunch  grass. "  Cattle  and  horses  eat  the  green  clumps  freely, 
but  sheep  prefer  other  grasses.  A  valuable  adjunct  to  winter  ranges; 
sheep,  even,  are  often  glad  enough  to  eat  it  in  winter. 

Stipa  comata,  Trin.  and  Rupr.  (Feather-Grass,  **  Bunch-Grass," 
"  Needle-Grass,"  "  Needle-and-Thread  "). — This  common  grass  is 
known  here  by  all  the  popular  names  except  the  first.  Found  through- 
out. It  has  the  "  bunch-grass"  habit,  the  culms  seldom  exceeding  3 
feet,  usually  but  half  that  height.  Stock  are  fond  of  the  numerous, 
narrow,  involute  leaves  crowning  the  base  of  the  bunch.  Common- 
est in  poor  soil  and  where  *'  bed-rock  "  is  near  the  surface. 

Stipa  viridula,  Trin.(Feather-Grass,  Bunch-Grass,**  Wild  Oats"). — 
With  the  last,  but  apparently  more  abundant  in  richer,  damper  soil, 
attains  a  height  of  4  feet,  and  in  moist  situations  a  still  greater. 
Where  thick  enough  it  is  cut  for  hay,  of  which  it  makes  a  fair  qual- 
ity. Stock  like  the  seeds,  which  are  numerous  and  taste  like  oats. 
I  have  frequently  seen  both  sheep  and  cattle  figlit  with  their  own 
kind  over  a  well-seeded  panicle  of  this  grass. 

Stipa  sparteay  Trin.  (Feather-Grass). — Known  here  by  the  less 
delicate  but  certainly  more  appropriate  name  of  **  Devil's  Darning- 
needle."  This  wretched  ^ass  is  not  common  anywhere  that  I  have 
been  in  Montana  except  in  the  foot-hills  and  valleys  bordering  the 
north  aspect  of  the  Great  Belt  Mountains  near  to  the  West  Fork  of 
Hound  Creek  and  **the  old  Fort  Logan  road."  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  not  spread  for  years  to  come.  In  traveling  afoot  where 
this  grass  grows  when  it  is  in  seed  t)ne  is  kept  busy  picking  the  sur- 
prisingly snarp-pointed  seeds  with  their  strongly-twisted  awns  out 
of  trousers  ana  sleeves.  If  allowed  to  remain  these  seeds  rapidly  in- 
sinuate themselves  into  the  flesh.  I  have  seen  horses  and  cattle  with 
the  awns  sticking  out  of  their  skin  while  the  seed  was  completely 
buried  beneath.  The  poor  creatures  suffer  severely  at  times  from 
the  irritation  thus  set  up.  This  grass  has  been  reported  from  one  or 
two  other  localities,  but  is  said  not  to  be  common. 

Oryzopsis  cuspidata,  Benth.  (Mountain  Rice,  "Bunch-Grass"). — 
This  valuable  grass  is  common  throughout.  Usually  in  clumps  vary- 
ing from  1  to  3  feet  high.  In  the  southwestern  part  it  does  not  aver- 
age over  8  inches  high  and  one  or  two  culms  to  a  plant.  The  leaves 
are  long  and  very  narrow,  growing  from  th^  middle  and  lower  parts 
of  the  stem,  usually  few  or  none  arising  from  the  base.    Panicle  often 
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included  below,  but  very  open  and  branching  above.  From  the  tips 
of  the  slender  branchlets  grow  the  hard,  nut-like  flowers  and  seeds. 
The  seeds  are  very  nutritious,  as  good  as  oats,  and  are  greatly  relished 
by  stock,  especially  cattle.  This  grass  grows  up  early  in  the  season 
and  may  be  still  found  in  a  comparatively  green  state  late  in  the  fall, 
long  after  the  seeds  have  ripened  and  fallen  off.  It  would  doubtless  do 
well  in  cultivation,  and  seems  to  flourish  best  in  sandy  soil,  where  its 
long,  fibrous  roots  always  draw  uj)  the  moisture.  The  fact  of  its  being 
so  nutritious  and  at  the  same  time  capable  of  thriving  in  what  is 
usually  considered  the  poorest  of  soil  makes  it  well  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  all  western  Experiment  Station  authorities,  as  well  as  of 
northwestern  farmers. 

Oryzopsis  inicrantha,  Thurber  (Slender  Mountain  Rice). — Com- 
mon but  not  abundant  in  many  localities.  Being  less  conspicuous  than 
the  last  it  has  been  generally  overlooked.  It  is  supposed  to  grow 
in  Montana  mainly  at  the  highest  elevations.  Often  nearly  as  tall 
as  the  last,  but  always  very  slender;  the  few  and  narrow  branches 
of  the  panicle  arranged  in  pairs.  Many  culms,  fifteen  or  more 
usually  arise  from  one  tuft.  Very  loafy  below;  leaves  narrow  and 
setaceous-tipped,  4  inches  to  over  a  foot  long;  bright  green,  well 
flavored.  Stock'enjoy  this  grass.  It  could  be  profitably  cultivated 
towards  the  mountains  on  rich  slopes,  or  in  moist  valleys.  It  seems 
to  have  no  special  choice  of  habitat,  however..    I  have  seen  it  from 

2  inches  to  over  18  inches  high  at  the  rocky  summit  of  Mount  Helena, 
and  it  grows  over  2  feet  high  in  one  corner  of  my  ranch  in  Sand 
Coulee.  (Sand  Coulee  is  a  large  valley  of  the  plains  near  the  falls  of 
the  Missouri  River;  altitude  about  3,400  feet.^  This  grass  is  also 
common  in  the  Bird-tail  Mountains,  portions  or  the  Belt  Mountains, 
and  in  the  ranges  south  and  west  towards  the  Idaho  line. 

MuMenbergia  glomeraki  (Drop-seed  Grass,  Muhlenberg's  Grass). — 
There  seems  to  be  no  local  name  for  this  or  the  other  Muhlenbergias 
found  here.  Ask  a  stockman  what  it  is,  his  answer  will  be,  "  Oh,  it's 
a  kind  of  Foxtail,  I  guess."  This  species  has  been  observed  in  the 
counties  of  Chouteau,  Cascade,  Deer  JLodge,  Silver  Bow,  and  Beaver 
Head.  But  the  only  locality  in  which  I  have  seen  it  abundant  is  at 
Warm  Springs,  in  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  Deer  Lodge! 
County.  It  grows  freely  in  the  warm  marshy  ground  about  the 
springs.  It  extends  by  slender,  brittle  root-stocks,  and  in  this  county 
(Cascade)  is  much  affected  by  Usiilago  Montanensis,  Ellis  &  Holway, 
which  aborts  the  panicles  or  at  least  half  the  culms.  Cattle  eat  the 
grass  readily,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  desirable  one  for  cultivation,  as  it 
would  yiela  a  heavy  crop  of  very  good  hay.  It  is  a  late-flowering 
species,  producing  great  quantities  of  nutritious  seeds.  It  seems  to 
nourish  just  as  wellin  ordinarily  dry  situations  as  in  wet  ones. 

Phleiim  alpmum,  L.  (Native  Timothy,  Cat's-tail  Grass,  also  called 
**  Mountain  Timothy"). — Plentiful  in  all  the  mountain  regions,  along 
streams,  openings  in  pine  forests,  and  in  the  moister  *' parks."  A 
valuable  grass  and  much  esteemed  for  hay.  Seldom  over  20  inches 
high,  but  sometimes  upwards  of  2  feet;  culms  often  quite  leafy. 

Fhleuvi  pratense,  L.  (Timothy,  ''Tame"  Timothy). — Can  hardly 
be  classed  with  the  native  pastoral  resources,  but  has  been  introduced 
to  a  considerable  extent.  In  the  southern  and  western  parts  ample 
irrigation  is  found  necessary  to  its  successful  culture.  In  the  north- 
em  and  eastern  parts  irrigation  is  not  thought  of.     This  year  I  saw 

3  acres  of  splendid  timothy  4  feet  high,  standing  thickly  on  the  top 
of  the  highest  hill  neai'  Great  Falls.     The  field,  only  *'  soa-breaking,^' 
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is  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Glass.  Timothy  has  become  naturalized 
in  the  mountains  about  Helena.  Isolated  patches  of  it  are  frequently 
found  in  the  Belt  Moimtains.  Rev.  F.  D.  Kelsejr,  the  well-Known 
**  Helena  botanist,''  reports  it  as  having  inin  wild  in  the  motmtains 
about  Rimini.  It  grows  sparingly  along  Black-Tail  Deer  Creek,  near 
Dillon,  and  along  the  Rea  Rock  River,  near  Spring  Hill  (AUerdice 
P.  O).  This  plant  is  found  in  such  unusually  out-of-the-way  nlaces 
and  IS  so  widely  distributed  that  some  have  suggested  the  possibility 
of  its  being  just  as  much  native  to  this  region  as  P.  cdpinum, 

Sporobotus  cryptandrus,  Gr.  (Droj)-seed  Grass). — Along  sandy 
banks  of  streams;  also  in  cultivated  soil.  Very  prolific,  soon  taking 
possession  where  allowed.  Cattle  and  sheep  eat  it  down  close  when- 
ever they  cair  get  at  it.  Several  other  species  occur,  but  appear  to 
be  of  little  or  no  value.  S,  depauperatus,  Torr.,  is  found  tnrough- 
out;  very  abundant  in  some  localities,  especially  in  Beaver  Head 
County,  where  it  is  abimdant  on  the  bottoms  mixed  with  grama  and 
other  grasses. 

Descha/mpia  ccespUosa,  Beauv.  (Hair-Grass). — This  beautiful  and 
variable  grass  is  found  tnroughout,  but  constitutes  a  regular  forage 
plant  in  very  few  localities.  It  produces  many  leaves  and  culms 
irom  the  tufted  base,  which  are  eagerly  eaten  by  horses,  cattle  and 
sheep  in  the  spring  and  early  summer.  It  grows  in  a  great  variety 
of  soils  and  can  bear  considerable  drought.  In  a  few  isolated  locali- 
ties are  stretches  of  valley  several  miles  in  extent,  fine  meadow  lands, 
where  this  species,  and  grama  grass,  and  Poa  tenuifolia  grow  in  about 
equal  proportion. 

Danthonia  unispicata,  Munro  (Wild  Oat-Grass). — Several  species 
occur,  but  this  is  the  only  one  I  have  found  in  abundance.  It  grows 
on  the  higher  **bald"  mountain  slopes,  often  being  the  principal 
grass.  Growing,  in  general  appearance,  it  reminds  one  of  a  nch 
growth  of  grama  grass;  but  the  single  terminal,  erect  spikelet  is  a 
peculiarly  plain  distinguishing  feature.  I  believe  this  grass  to  be  of 
almost  as  much  importance  on  some  of  the  higher  mountains  in  pro- 

fortion  to  the  area  of  its  habitat  as  the  grama  grass  on  the  plains, 
have  had  horses  ** picketed"  days  together  in  mountain  "  parks" 
wherer  this  was  almost  the  only  grass.  They  liked  it  and  did  well. 
In  the  herbarium  of  Mr.  Robert  S.Williams,  of  Great  Falls,  are  speci- 
mens of  D.  Calif ornica  and  D.  intermedia,  which  he  says  are  com- 
mon in  the  main  ran^e  at  the  head  of  the  North  Fork  of  Sun  River. 

Agrostis  scabra,  WiUd.  (Thin-Grass,  Bent-Grass,  also  called  "Fool- 
hay"). — Everywhere.  In  comparatively  moist  spots  it  sometimes 
covers  many  acres. 

Agrostis  exarata,  Trin.  (Bent-Grass). — I  have  never  heard  a  local 
name  for  this  common  and  valuable  ^rass.  It  is  variable  in  size  and 
appearance,  but  under  proper  conditions  grows  over  2  feet  high. 
Cfulms  numerous,  leafy,  especially  at  the  base ;  leaves  flat,  erect,  the 
lower  ©nes  2  to  5  inches  long.  It  grows  about  springs  and  along 
streams,  and  ought  to  be  cultivated. 

Agrostis  alha^U  (Bent-Grass,  Red-top).— Abundant  throughout  in 
well- watered  localities;  often  growing  3  feet  high.  An  excellent 
grass  for  meadow  or  pasture. 

The  eastern  form.  A,  vulgaris  (Red-top>,  has  been  introduced 
sparingly  into  cultivation.  It  is  also  found  nere  and  there  along  the 
various  lines  of  railroad,  quite  distinct  in  appearance  from  the  na- 
tive plant.  It  does  best  in  low  grounds,  ana  like  the  native  species 
bears  considerable  moisture.     The  latter  is  frequently  found  almost 
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choking  some  of  the  small  shallow  brooks  or  creeks.  All  kinds  of 
stock  thrive  upon  these  grasses. 

AmmophiLa  longifoliay  Benth.  (Sand-Grass). — Throughout,  but 
apparent!  v  most  common  in  the  northern  and  eastern  parts ;  chiefly 
on  dry  hillsides  and  in  sandy  soil  on  the  benches  and  bottoms.  A 
very  useful  species,  serving  to  bind  loose  soil  and  prepare  the  way 
for  more  nutritious  forms;  one  to  5  feet  high,  rather  stout.  Al- 
though it  has  strong,  creeping  root-stocks  it  is  easily  exterminated 
when  desirable;  simple  plowing  and  harrowing  a  few  times  checks 
its  growth.  For  this  reason  it  can  be  safely  recommended  as  a  truly 
valuable  pioneer  grass  for  reclaiming  unproductive,  sandy  wastes. 
It  is  sometimes  cut  for  hay,  but  stock  will  not  eat  it  till  compelled,  un- 
less it  i^  cut  young.  It  often  grows  in  small  circular  patches,  at  other 
times  irregularly  covering  large  areas.  It  turns  yellowish-brown  in 
August  or  September,  and  may  be  distinguished  from  other  vegeta- 
tion at  long  distances. 

Deyeuxia  CanadensiSyBea.\xy.  (Reed  Bent-Grass). — Common  with 
Phcdaris  arundi7iacea;  growing  to  nearly  the  same  height;  leaves 
long  and  numerous.  It  is  worth  cultivating,  as  are  the  following 
members  of  the  genus: 

Deyexixia  Suksdorfii,  Scribner. — At  a  first  glance  one  might  take 
this  for  an  Agrostis,  Professor  Scribner,  in  his  interesting  paj)er, 
"Agricultural  Grasses  of  Central  Montana,"  mentions  it  as  being 
rather  i)lentiful  along  Smith's  River  Cailon  **on  dry  but  rich  lime- 
stone soil."  Rev.  F.  I).  Kelsey,  of  Helena,  found  it  growing  in  sandy 
soil  at  the  *•  Warm  Springs"  near  Helena.  (This  is  not  the  Warm 
Springs  in  Deer  Lodge  County,  where  the  Territorial  Insane  Asylum 
is  located.)  This  grass  has  every  appearance  of  being  the  kind  to 
cultivate.  The  slender,  leafy  culms  are  upwards  of  2  feet  high, 
bearing  a  densely-flowered  panicle  of  a  lignt  straw  color  which  is 
sometimes  faintly  and  delicately  tinged  with  rose-purple.  The  leaves 
are  2  to  8  inches  long,  and  in  my  specimens  2  to  5  lines  wide,  and 
straight,  growing  immerously  from  the  base.  The  plant  grows  in 
clumps  or  bunches. 

Deyeuxia  neglecta,  Kth.  (Reed  Bent-Grass). — Common  throughout 
in  wet  places  with  D,  Cancmensis  and  Phdlaris  arundinacea.  It  is  of 
about  the  same  height  as  the  latter,  but  the  leaves  are  mostly  narrow 
and  involute. 

Bovtdoua  oligostdchya,  Torr.  (Mesquite,  Grama-Grass,  "  Buflf alo- 
Qrass"). — Is  not  called  mesquite  here.  I  have  never  seen  true  buffalo- 
grass  in  Montana.  It  has  been  reported  from  several  localities,  but  I 
have  not  seen  specimens.  The  grama-grass  equals  the ' '  blue- joints  "  in 
nutritive  qualities,  and  doubtless  covers  as  many  acres,  if  not  more, 
in  this  Territory,  rarely  growing  tall  enough  to  be  cut  for  hay.  It  oc- 
curs sparingly  in  the  foot-hills,  but  on  the  open  plains  holds  its  own; 
often  18  inches  high,  where  growing  luxuriantly.  Leaves  mostly 
at  the  base,  very  numerous,  snort  and  crisp,  inclined  to  be  curly. 
Average  height  of  the  plant  (culms)  as  it  grows  on  the  range  is  about 
8  inches.  The  plants  usually  grow  thickly  together  in  cushion-like 
patches,  and  so  form  a  more  or  less  dense  turf  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  soil.  In  many  parts  stock  subsist  almost  the  entire  year, 
mainly  on  this  species.  They  readily  fatten  upon  it,  even  in  winter. 
If  pastured  too  closely  for  several  years  by  sheep  it  loses  its  vitality 
and  becomes  very  sparse.  Improves  wonaerf  uU y  in  size  when  grow- 
ing accidentally  in  cultivated!^  ground.  The  whole  plant  becomes 
stronger  and  more  robust;  the  culms  seems  to  be  more  leafy  and  at- 
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tain  a  height  of  fully  18  inches.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  properly  culti- 
vated this  grass  might  become  valuable  for  hay,  and  it  certainly  would 
make  excellent  pasture.  Although  most  abundant  on  the  benches, 
it  grows  well  in  fairly  moist  valleys,  but  too  much  wet  injures  it. 

rhragTnites  communis^  Trin.  (Reed). — Common  along  streams  and 
in  marshy  ground  throughout.  Of  no  apparent  value  as  food  and 
usually  considered  useless.  In  England  and  on  the  Continent  in  some 
paints,  the  stems  are  much  used  for  thatching  the  roofs  of  farm-houses, 
barns,  out-buildings,  and  stacks.  It  is  highly  esteemed  for  this  pur- 
pose, making  a  durable,  water-proof  roof.  I  have  seen  roofs  of  reeds 
over  a  hundred  years  old  in  good  repair;  of  course  spots  on  these 
roofs  had  been  rethatched  occasionally.  Reeds  might  be  used  here 
for  similar  purposes,  particularly  in  regions  where  lumber'  is  dear 
and  shingles  a  luxury. 

Koderia  cristata,  Pers.  ("June  Grass"). — Like  the  grama  and 
** blue- joint"  grasses,  this  is  an  important  species  on  the  ranges  of 
Montana.  It  appears  to  be  most  abundant  in  the  central,  nortnetn, 
and  eastern  parts.  It  is  not  confined  to  the  plains,  but  may  be  found 
frequently  on  high  mountain  ridges  in  company  with  Poa  Califomica, 
P.  Cusickii,  and  P.  andina,  where  it  frequently  attains  a  growth  of 
2  feet  high;  .whereas,  on  the  plains,  excepting  in  moist  situations, 
it  only  averages  about  a  foot  in  heic;ht.  it  begins  to  flower  towards 
the  end  of  May,  and  continues  till  about  the  end  of  June.  Grows  in 
tufts,  and  in  vigorous  mountain  specimens  these  tufts  are  developed 
into  small  bunches.  An  excellent  grass  in  every  respect  for  open 
pasture  and  for  hay. 

Eatonia  ohtusata,  Gray,  var.  robusta,  Vasey.  (Eaton's  Grass). — 
A  ffood  grass,  occurring  most  abundantly  in  the  southern  parts. 
Rather  common  along  the  water-courses  of  Beaver  Head  and  Madi- 
son Counties.  Have  uQver  found  it  in  the  northern  part.  Very  fine 
specimens  in  my  herbarium  were  collected  by  Rev.  F.  D.  Kelsey  at 
Blue  Cloud,  near  Helena. 

Eragrostis  major,  Host. — Is  an  introduced  weed  chiefly  remarka- 
ble for  the  very  offensive  odor  it  emits,  and  even  leaves  upon  one's 
hands  after  handling  it,     Not  yet  common. 

Melica  spectabile,  Scribner  (Melic  Grass). — This  is  common  in  the 
mountains,  but  can  scarcely  be  considered  of  pastoral  value. 

Melica  hulhosa,  Geyer  (Bulbous  Melic  Grass). — Common  in  various 
parts  of  northern  Montana,  and  doubtless  occurs  throughout.  Never 
round  it  in  'the  mountains.  It  grows  plentifully  in  Sand  Coulee,  5 
miles  from  Great  Falls.  Might  oecome  a  useful  hay  grass  by  culti- 
vation. Culms  2  to  4  feet  high,  eaten  with  avidity  by  stock.  The 
bulbous  roots  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of  sugar. 

Distichlis  maritima,  Raf.  (Spike-Grass,  Salt-Grass,  **  Quack- 
Grass"). — Common,  especially  in  alkaline  soils.  Grows  from  3 
inches  to  about  2  feet  high.  Leaves  very  prevalently  attacked  by  a 
rust.     Stock  seem  to  avoid  this  weed,  and  randimen  hate  it. 

Poa  tenuifolia,  Nutt.  (Meadow-Grass,  ''Bunch-Grass,"  "Red- 
top"). — A  finer  grass  for  cultivation  on  dry  plains  or  in  regions  sub- 
ject to  drought  can  not  be  found.  Grows  m  all  parts  of  the  Terri- 
tory, chiefly  on  the  high  benches.  But  it  also  grows  in  the  rich  val- 
leys, where  it  attains  a  good  height  and  yields  a  great  quantity  of 
superior  hay.  Commonly  associated  with  Koderia  cristata.  As 
growing,  the  radical  tufts  of  the  two  species  have  a  very  similar  ap- 
pearance. 

Poa  lce>vis,  Vasey. — Reaches  a  height  upwards  of  2  feet.    Found 
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chiefly  along  streams  and  in  springy  localities.    It  affords  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  pastoral  grasses  of  well-watered  regions. 
Poa  nemoralis,  L. — This  grass  has  no  particular  habitat.    It  is  fre- 

Juently  associated  with  P.  lavis.  Also  abundant  in  the  mountains, 
n  1887 1  collected  very  fine  specimens  at  the  summit  of  Mount  Helena, 
where  cattle  and  horses  belonging  to  the  city  below  were  grazing  upon 
this  and  other  grasses  already  spoken  of. 

Poa  cenisia.  All. — Is  another  valuable  species  abundant  in  the 
mountains  and  foot-hills. 

Poa  Cusichii^  Vasey,  P.  andinay  Nutt.,  and  P.  Ccdifomicay  Vasey, 
are  commonly  found  together.  They  are  often  accompanied  by  Ka- 
Uria  cristata  and  Feduca  ovina.  These  species  growing  together  form 
a  dense  turf  in  some  localities  in  the  foot-hills  and  on  the  mountain 
slopes  and  ridges.    The  amount  of  pasturagje  they  afford  is  very  great. 

wyceria  arundiruxcea,  Kth.,  var.  aquatica,  Smith  (Reed  Meadow 
Grass,  ** Water-Grass"). — Very  common  throughout  in  low.  wet 

? laces;  often  growing  in  water.  Leafy  and  tall,  8  to  5  feet  nigh, 
lows  delight  w  feed  in  a  patch  of  this  grass. 

Olyceria  paudflora.  Presl. — Occurs  in  many  localities,  but,  so  far 
as  I  have  observed,  cniefly  from  the  vicinity  of  Helena  southward 
and  westward.    This  is  also  an  excellent  grass. 

Olyceria  nervata,  Trin. — Is  to  be  found  everywhere  in  situations 
moist  enough  for  its  growth.  In  some  localities  it  contributes 
largely  to  the  native  forage. 

Glyceria  distans,  Wahl. — Common.  It  is  readily  eaten  by  stock. 
The  variety  airoides,  Vasey,  is  a  common  form  along  the  Sun  River 
Valley,  and  in  Cascade  County  generally. 

Festuca  scabrella,  Torr.  (Great  Bunch-Grass).— On  the  higher  foot- 
hills and  mountain  slopes  this  is  the  predominant  species.  Growing 
in  bunches  often  several  feet  in  diameter,  the  culms  rise  to  a  height 
of  3,  4,  and  even  5  feet.  In  July  and  August  this  grass  is  cut  for 
hay.  Although  it  is  good  for  this  purpose,  it  is  considered  not 
nearly  so  good  as  *^  blue-joint.*'  It  is  one  of  our  most  important  and 
characteristic  mountain  and  foot-hills  forage  plants. 

Feduca  o^ina,  L.  (Sheep's  Fescue.  Lesser  Bunch-Grass).— This 
grows  with  the  last  on  the  toot-hills,  but  extends  to  a  much  lower 
altitude.  Very  variable.  May  be  found  from  a  few  inches  with  only 
one  or  two  culms,  up  to  more  than  3  feet  high  with  very  many  slen- 
der culms  and  leaves,  forming  dense,  thick  bunches.  This  species  is 
the  equal  if  not  the  superior  of  the  great  bunch-grass,  and  has  the 
advantage  of  being  equally  as  palatable  to  sheep  as  it  is  to  horses  and 
cattle.    Makes  splendid  hay. 

Bromus  Kalmii,  Gray,  n,  breviaridatus^  Thurb.,  and  B,  ciliatua 
are  all  common ;  the  first  two  in  the  mountains,  where  they  sometimes 
form  large  meadows.  They  are  then  a  beautiful,  luxuriant  sight; 
but  stock  do  not  seem  to  care  for  any  of  these  grasses.  I  never  saw 
them  cut  for  hay. 

Agropyrum  glancutn,  R.  and  S.  (" Blue- joint,"  "Blue-stem").— 
This  is  the  celebrated  "blue-joint"  of  the  Northwest.  More  valued 
for  hay  than  any  other  species,  and  its  yield  per  acre  under  favorable 
conditions  is  something  remarkable,  viz,  over  3  tons.  It  often  yields 
2  tons,  and  under  the  most  ordinary  conditions  yields  over  a  ton. 
These  crops  are  secured  on  native,  uncultivated  sod. 

Agropyrum  diverge  its  is  perhaps  the  next  in  general  value.  It 
grows  m  bunches,  and  for  that  reason  has  received  the  customary 
popular  name  of  "bunch-grass."    Sometimes  attains  a  height  of 
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nearly  4  feet.  Most  luxuriant  in  the  lower  foot-hills,  but  is  common 
on  the  rocky  bluflfs  and  knolls  of  the  plains,  frequently  occurring 
with  Aristiaajnirpv/rea.  The  culms,  though  slenaer,  are  very  stiff 
and  brittle.  Stock  avoid  this  grass  in  summer,  but  in  winter  in  cer- 
tain localities  it  is  their  chief  support;  hence  it  is  considered  an  ex- 
cellent species  for  winter  ranges.     Even  sheep  eat  it  then. 

Other  species  more  or  less  abundant  are  A.  caninum,  Reich.,  A. 
violaceum,  A,  repens,  Beauv.,  and  A.  tenerum,  Vasey.  The  last  is 
of  considerable  importance  in  some  parts. 

Hordeum  jvbatwm,  L.  (Foxtail  Grass,  Squirrel-tail  Grass). — 
Throughout,  mostly  growing  in  waste  places.  Very  variable;  some 
of  its  forms  are  harcfly  distinguishable  from  H.  nodosum.  Regarded  as 
a  good-for-nothing  weed.   Oiten  grows  in  patches  of  5  to  10  acres  large. 

MymvscondensatuSy  Presl.  (Lyme-Grass,  Wild-Rve,  Rye-Grass). — 
By  tne  last  name  it  is  chiefly  known  here.  It  is  of  no  great  value, 
but  abundant  throughout  along  streams,  in  bottoms,  and  up  steep 
coulee  sides.  Four  to  8  feet  or  more  high.  The  coarse  stems,  like 
those  of  Phragmites  communis,  would  make  a  good  thatch.  Occa- 
sionally cut  for  hay.  Must  be  cut  young  or  stock  will  hardly  eat  it. 
Fed  too  lone  at  a  time  to  horses  it  causes  them  to  "  scour.'' 

Several  otner  species  occur,  but  they  are  of  even  less  value  than 
this.  E.  sitanion,  Schult.,  in  some  of  the  southern  localities  is  al- 
most as  great  a  nuisance  as  Hordeum  jvhatum. 

CONCLUDING  RBMABK8. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  notes  that  Montana  is  blessed 
with  a  great  variety  of  nutritious  grasses  adapted  to  all  kindB  and 
conditions  of  soil.  On  the  plains  Poa  tenuifolia,  Kceleria  cristata, 
Stipa  comatay  Bovieloua  oUgostachyay  Agropyrum  glaucum,  and  Agro- 
pyrum  divergens  are  the  leading  species.  Everyone  of  them  fills  an 
important  niche  in  pastoral  vegetation.  In  the  foot-hills  Festuca 
omna,  Poa  tenuifolia,  Agropyrum  divergens,  and  Agropyrum  ten- 
erwm  take  the  lead.  On  the  higher  foot-hills  and  moimtain  slopes 
Festuca  scabreHa,  Agropyrum  caninum,  and  Poa  tenuifolia  are  the 
chief.  StiU  higher  are  the  Poos,  of  several  species  predominating. 
Along  water-courses  and  in  wet  places  the  leading  species  are  Pha- 
laris  arundinacea,  Deyeuxia  negiecta,  Deyeuxia  Canadensis ,  Agros- 
tis  exarata,  Qlyceria  arundinacea,  var.  ai^uatica,  and  Poa  IcBvis. 

Grasses  are  not  the  only  forage  plants  in  Montana.  Such  species 
of  Carex  as  C.  fiUfdlia,  C,  stenophyUa,  and  C.  Dov^hxsii,  form  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  diet  of  stock  on  the  benches;  while  C  fliformis, 
C.  uiricviata,  C  Tnarcida,  and  several  other  species  are  as  important 
in  the  moist  valleys  and  sloughs. 

It  has  been  estimated  roughly  that  in  northern  and  eastern  Mon- 
tana from  3  to  5  acres  of  grass  land  is  sufficient  for  a  horse  or  steer 
for  one  year,  and  that  about  1  acre  is  sufficient  for  a  sheep.  In  the 
south  and  southwestern  parts  from  two  to  four  times  this  amount  is 
necessary.  But  any  of  these  figures,  if  correct,  speak  volumes  for 
the  pastoral  resources  of  this  Territory. 
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Fig.  1.  Reimaria  oliqostachya. 


Fig.  2.  Paspalum  vaginatuimt: 
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Plate  II. 
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Paspalum  distiohum. 
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Plate  III. 
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Setaria  viridis  (Green  Foxtail). 
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Plate  IV. 
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Oplismenus  setarius. 
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Plate  V. 
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Beckmannia  eruc/eformis  (Slough  Giass). 
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Plate  VI. 
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Anthenantia  rufa. 
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AMPHICARPUM  PURSHII. 
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Plate  VIII. 


LEERSIA  VIRQINICA  (Rice-grass).         Digitized  by 
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Plate  IX. 


POA  AnDINA. 
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Plate  X. 
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Agropyrum  glaucum  ^Colorado  Blue  Stem). 
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F.  W,  Anderson,  del.  ad  nat. 

Plantago  Patagonica,  Jacq.  (Western  Plantain). 

Figs.  1  to  6  greatly  enlarged.  >^->^  j 
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Lyqodismia  juncea. 
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Plate  XIII. 
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SOLANUM  TRIFLORUM  (WiLD  POTATO). 
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REPORT   OF  THE    SECTION  OF  VEGETABLE 
PATHOLOGY. 


Sir:  Having  been  appointed  Chief  of  the  Section  of  Vegetable 
Pathology  on  the  1st  of  November,  1888,  I  have  the  honor  to  present 
herewith  my  first  report. 

During  the  past  year,  and  since  the  publication  of  the  Annual  Re- 
port for  1887,  the  Section  has  issued  four  bulletins  as  follows: 

Bulletin  No.  5  on  the  experiments  made  in  1887  in  the  treatment  of 
the  downy  mildew  and  black-rot  of  the  grape-vine,  together  with 
a  chapter  on  apparatus  for  applying  remedies  for  these  diseases. 
This  bulletin  was  issued  early  m  May,  1888,  and  contains  113  pages, 
and  24  illustrations.  The  first  36  pages  embody  the  reports  of  tour 
special  agents,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the  Section,  and  with 
your  sanction,  conducted  a  series  of  experiments  at  Vineland,  N.  J.; 
Charlottesville,  Va. ;  Neosho,  Mo. ;  and  Denison,  Tex.  Part  II  of 
the  Bulletin  contains  the  reports  of  more  than  200  grape-growers 
who  experimented  with  the  sulphate  of  copper  remedies,  while  Part 
III  embodies  the  results  of  observations  made  in  1887  in  the  treatment 
of  the  downy  mildew  in  France. 

Bulletin  No.  7  on  the  history  and  progress  of  black-rot  of  grapes 
in  America  is  for  the  most  part  a  translation  of  a  paper  by  Viala  & 
Ravaz,  of  Montpellier,  France,"^  and  embodies  the  results  of  observa- 
tions made  in  this  coimtry  in  1887  by  P.  Viala  and  F.  L.  Scribner, 

Bulletin  No.  8  relating  to  some  of  the  practical  work  of  the  Section, 
including  papers  on  potato-scab,  foot-rot  of  the  orange,  extracts  from 
correspondence,  etc.,  was  issued  as  a  joint  publication  with  one  of  a 
similar  nature  prepared  by  Dr,  George  Vasey,  Chief  of  the  Botanical 
Division. 

Bulletin  No.  9  on  peach  yellows,  embodying  the  results  of  investi- 
gations made  by  Erwin  F.  Smith,  a  special  agent  appointed  for  this 
work,  contains  200  pagBs,  9  colored  maps,  6  lithograpnic  and  37  photo- 
engraved  plates.  A  short  abstract  or  this  bulletin  will  be  found  in 
the  accompanying  pages  of  this  report. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Section  is  constantly  increasing,  and  as 
it  is  a  most  important  means  of  disseminating  useful  information 
every  effort  is  made  to  give  it-  the  attention  it  deserves. 

During  the  year  many  new  and  valuable  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  herbarium,  and  the  number  of  permanent  microscopic  mounts 
of  fungi  has  also  been  materially  increased. 

Since  the  middle  of  July  Mr.  F.  W.  Anderson,  a  special  agent  of 
the  Section,  has  been  at  work  in  Montana  collecting  specimens  and 

♦Extrait  du  Progresff'Agricole  et  Viticole,  Sept.,  1888. 
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making  observations  on  the  fungi  of  that  region.  In  this  work  par- 
ticular attention  has  been  given  to  the  fungi  of  grasses,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  distributing  these  among  the  various  Agri- 
cultural Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations. 

The  following  report,  prepared  at  my  request  by  Mr.  Anderson, 
shows  the  nature  of  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

Report  op  F.  W.  Anderson. 

From  the  middle  of  July,  1888,  to  the  close  of  the  coUectm^  season,  I  was  actively 
engaged  in  coUecting  specimens  of  phanerogajns  and  fmigi  for  the  Botanical  Di- 
vision, and  during  that  time  several  important  parts  of  the  Territory  were  visited. 
More  special  attention  was  given  to  the  parasitic  fungi  than  to  any  other  part  of  the 
work.  In  fact,  enough  has  been  done  m  this  line  to  justify  the  publication  of  a 
**  Preliminary  List  of  the  Parasitic  Fungi  of  Montana." 

In  tlie  prosecution  of  this  work  it  has  been  my  constant  effort  to  learn  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  economic  importance  of  every  species  found — the  relation  borne  b^ 
the  fungus  to  its  host  and  by  the  host  to  the  lower  animals  and  to  man.  In  this 
way  I  have  been  able  to  make  at  least  a  few  notes  worthy  of  careful  consideration 
by  Experiment  Station  authorities  as  well  as  by  those  who  make  farming  their  occu- 
pation. 

In  the  list  of  fungi,  which  at  this  writing  is  not  yet  completed^  there  will  be  over 
300  si>ecies  enumerated,  nearly  a  dozen  of  which  are  new  to  science.  One  I  would 
call  special  attention  to  here  is  a  new  Ustilago,  or  smut,  on  MvJilenbergia,  callod 
by  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Holway,  who  described  it  in  the  Journal  of  Mycology,  Ustilago 
Montaniensis,  This  fungus  is  very  common  here  and  causes  most  wretched  changes 
in  the  panicles  of  the  host.  As  soon  as  the  grass  is  old  enough  to  develop  the  first 
head  or  spike,  the  fungus  has  already  matured ;  and  as  the  grass  shoots  up,  devel- 
oping its  numerous  spikes,  each  one  m  an  affected  plant  win  be  found  completely 
filled  by  the  black-looking  spores  of  the  Ustilago,  It  would  seem  from  this  that 
the  spores  grow  within  the  tissue  of  the  host  while  it  is  very  young,  and  in  their 
own  development  keep  pace  with  that  of  the  host.  ^ 

"With  the  list  will  be  figures  of  the  new  species  and  as  full  notes  as  I  have 
been  able  to  collect  about  each.  In  Montana  a  collector  of  parasitic  fungi  can  not 
fail  to  be  impressed  by  the  great  comparative  number  of  species  representing 
the  UredinecB,  or  rusts.  They  are  to  be  found  eveirwhere  in  one  stage  or  another; 
on  the  tops  of  the  highest  mountains;  on  the  driest  of  plains  and  in  the  most  moist  of 
valleys.  Fortunately  for  growing  vegetation,  most  of  the  species  are  apparently 
harmless,  causing  no  injury  to  living  tissue  repaoved  from  actual  contact  with  them. 

In  concluding  this  brief  note  I  would  express  my  thanks  to  my  friend,  the  Bev. 
F.  D.  Kelsey,  of  Helena,  Mont.,  for  the  many  valuable  notes  and  specimens  of 
f upgi  and  other  plants  he  has  sent  me  from  time  to  time  as  well  as  for  his  open 
hospitality  and  the  freedom  of  his  valuable  collection  of  Montana  plants,  whenever 
it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  work  in  his  locality. 

F.  W.  Anderson, 

SpecicU  Agent. 

B.  T.  Galloway, 

Chief  of  Section, 


A.— EXPERIMENTS  IN  THE    TREATMENT    OF    GRAPE-VINE    DISEASES 

MADE  IN  1888. 

[Extraots  from  reports  of  speciid  agents  and  others.] 

As  heretofore  extensive  experiments  in  the  treatment  of  the  fun- 
gous diseases  of  the  vine  have  been  conducted  by  special  agents  lo- 
cated in  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  and  Missouri,  as  well  as  by  private 
individuals  in  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  The  information  ac- 
quired through  these  will  form  the  basis  of  a  special  report  soon  to 
be  published.  As  the  edition  of  this  bulletin  will  be  comparatively 
limited,  the  following  extracts  from  a  few  of  the  more  important  re- 
ports are  here  given. 
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On  May  5,  1888,  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  each  of  the  special 
agents,  and  at  the  same  time  a  circular,  which  is  given  in  full  below, 
was  distributed  among  grape-ffi'owers  with  the  request  that  they  fol- 
low the  instructions  contained,  therein, 

I.— LETTER  OF  INSTBUCTION  TO  AGENTS. 

Dear  Sm :  I  send  herewith  seTeral  formulas  to  be  iised  in  the  treatment  of  vine 
diseases.  I  desire  the  experiments  to  be  conducted  in  a  manner  similar  to.  those  of 
last  year,  of  course  making  such  changes  in  detail  as  former  experience  has  made 
necessary. 

The  remedies  to  be  experimented  with  are  eau  celeste,  Bordeaux  mixture,  and  sul- 
phatine. 

1.  Eau  Celeste,  AUDOYNAUD  Process: 

Dissolve  1  poimd  of  sulphate  of  copper  in  2  gallons  of  hot  water;  when  completely 
dissolved  and  the  water  has  cooled,  add  li  pints  of  commercial  ammonia  (strength 
22''  Baiune);  when  ready  to  use  dilute  to  22  gallons.  The  concentrated  liquid  should 
be  kept  in  a  keg  or  some  wooden,  earthen,  or  glass  vessel. 

2.  Eau  Celeste,  Modified  Formula: 

Sulphate  of  copper poimds. .    2 

Carbonate  of  soda do 2^ 

Ammonia  (22'  Baume) pints. .     li 

Water gallons . .  22 

Dissolve  the  sulphate  of  copper  in  2  gallons  of  hot  water;  in  another  vessel  dissolve 
the  carbonate  of  soda  in  a  similar  manner;  mix  the  two  soluticms,  and  when  all 
chemical  reaction  has  ceased  add  the  ammonia;  then  dilute  to  22  gallons. 

8.  Bordeaux  Mixture:  • 

Sulphate  of  copper pounds. .     6 

Lime ." « do. ...    4 

Water gallons. .  22 

Dissolve  the  copper  in  16  gaUons  of  water;  in  another  vessel  slake  the  lime  in  6 
gallons  of  water;  when  the  latter  mixture  has  cooled  pour  it  slowly  into  the  copper 
solution,  care  being  taken  to  mix  the  fluids  thoroughly  by  constant  stirring. 

4.  SULPHATINE,  THE  EST^VE  PROCESS: 

Mix  2  pounds  of  anhydrous  sulphate  of  copper  with  20  npunds  of  flowers  of  sul- 
phur ana  2^  pounds  of  airnslaked  lime.    The  proportions  may  be  varied. 
RespectfuUy, 

Norman  J.  Colman, 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 

n.— CIRCULAR  DISTRIBUTED  AMONG  QRAFE-GROWERS. 
[United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    Section  of  Vegetable  Pathology.] 

Treatment  of  the  downy  mildeto  and  black-rot  of  the  grape. 

To  the  Vineyardista  of  the  Country : 

The  results  of  experiments  in  1887  have  fully  demonstrated  the  value  of  sulphate 
of  copper  (blue-stone)  over  all  other  remedies  in  combating  the  mildew,  and  the 
j-esults  of  many  chemical  analyses  of  the  fruit  and  parts  of  vines  treated  with  cop- 
per compounds  have  clearly  shown  that  there  is  no  danger  to  health  attending  their 
application.  The  only  precaution  advised  is  not  to  apply  them  near  the  time  (within 
fifteen  days)  of  the  vmtage. 

In  their  employment  the  fact  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  their  action  is  only  pre- 
ventive, thererore  their  application  should  be  made  early  in  the  season,  from  the 
latter  part  of  May  to  the  end  of  Jime.  Subsequent  applications  act  only  in' so  far 
as  they  serve  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  amount  of  the  fluid  compounds 
required  to  treat  an  acre  of  vines  will  depend  largely  upon  the  kind  of  pump  and 
spraying  nozzle  used  to  supply  them,  and  upon  the  extent  of  growth  of  the  vines 
tnemseives;  the  amoimt  may  vary  from  20  to  85  gallons. 
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The  following  are  the  f ormulsB  of  the  remedies  which  so  far  have  given  the  best 
results.  An  account  of  the  results  of  trials  you  may  make  with  one  or  more  of 
them  is  earnestly  desired,  and  a  blank  form  for  making  up  a  report  for  the  use  of 
the  Department  in- future  publications  will  be  sent  you  upon  the  receipt  of  the  ad- 
dressed postal  card  inclosed  herewith. 

Liquid  remedies, 

(1)  Simple  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper, — Dissolve  1' pound  of  sulphate  of  copper 
in  25  gallons  of  water.  Spray  the  vmes  with  a  convenient  force-pimap  having  a 
nozzle  of  fine  aperture.  Less  lasting  in  its  effects  thau  the  next,  as  it  is  easily 
washed  off  by  rains. 

(2)  Eau  celeste^  blue-water  {the  Audoynaud  process), — Dissolve  1  pound  of  sul- 
phate of  copper  in  8  or  4  gallons  of  warm  water;  when  completely  dissolved  and  the 
water  has  cooled,  add  1  pint  of  liquid  ammonia;  then  dilute  to  22  gallons.  The 
concentrated  liquid  should  be  kept  in  a  keg  or  some  wooden  vessel  and  diluted 
when  required  for  use.    Apply  the  same  as  in  case  of  simple  solutions. 

(3)  Eau  celeste,  m^ified  formula  : 

Sulphate  of  copper pounds. .    2 

Carbonate  of  soda , do. ...     2i 

Ammonia  (22°  Baume) .pints. .     li 

Water :  .gallons. .  22 

Dissolve  the  sulphate  of  copper  in  2  gallons  of  hot  water;  in  another  vessel  dis- 
solve the  carbonate  of  soda  in  a  similar  manner;  mix  the  two  solutions,  and  when 
all  chemical  reaction  has  ceased  add  the  ammonia;  then  dilute  to  22  gallons. 

(4)  Bordeaux  mixture, — Dissolve  6  pounds  of  sulphate  of  copper  in  16  gallons  of 
water;  in  another  vessel  slake  4  pounds  of  lime  in  6  gallons  of  water.  When  the 
latter  mixture  has  cooled  pour  it  slowly  into  the  copper  solution,  care  being  taken 
to  mix  the  fluids  thoroughly  by  constant  stirring.  Well  made  pumps  with  specially 
constructed  nozzles  are  r^uired  for  tl\e  application  of  this  compKOund.  The  Ver- 
morel  apparatus  and  ^e  Eureka  sprayer  are  well  adapted  for  vineyard  use,  and 
are  especially  constructed  for  applying  the  various  liqmd  preparations  containing 
sulphate  of  copper. 

Powders, 

(5)  Sulphatine,  the  Esthje  process, — ^Mix  2  pounds  of  anhydrous  sulphate  of  cop- 
per with  20  pounds  of  flowers  of  sulphur  and  2  poimds  of  air-slakea  lime.  The 
proportions  may  be  varied. 

(6)  Davids s  powder. — Dissolve  4  pounds  of  sulphate  of  copper  in  the  least  p<^ble 
amount  of  hot  water,  and  slake  lo  pounds  6f  hme  with  the  smallest  quantity  of 
water  required.  When  the  copper  solution  and  slaked  lime  are  completely  cooled 
mix  them  together  thoroughly;  let  the  compound  dry  in  the  sun;  crush  and  sift. 
Apply  with  a  sulphuring  bellows  furnished  with  an  outside  receptacle  for  the 
powder.    The  copper  coming  in  contact  with  the  leather  will  soon  destroy  it. 

Both  these  powders  ought  to  be  procured  from  the  manufacturer  prepared  ready 
for  use. 

m.  -EXPERIMENTS  AT  VINELAND,  N.  J. 

The  experiments  were  conducted  at  this  place  by  Col.  A.  W.  Pear- 
son, and  the  vines  treated  were  of  the  Concord  variety.  The  applica- 
tions were  made  with  the  Eureka  sprayer  and  the  Riley  cyclone 
nozzle,  May  29,  June  14,  June  21,  July  2,  July  11,  and  August  8. 
Black-rot  appeared  on  the  leaves  of  the  untreated  vines  on  June  2 
and  on  the  fruit  of  the  same  vines  June  27.  Rain  and  fog  were  fre- 
quent ditring  July,  and  by  fhe  last  of  the  month  all  Concord  grapes 
unprotected  were  totally  destroyed.  There  was  also  considerable  rot 
on  the  treated  vines.  Throughout  the  season  the  rot  continued,  only 
ceasing  when  there  were  no  more  grapes  to  rot.  Downy  mildew 
(Peronospora  viticola)  first  appeared  epidemically  about  Au^st  10, 
but  as  the  season  was  cool  and  moist  it  occasionea  no  serious  iniury. 

Concerning  ftie  efficacy  of  the  remedies  for  black-rot  Colonel 
Pearson  concludes  kis  report  as  follows: 

On  the  untreated  vines  the  grapes  are  almost  totally  destroyed.  One  or  two 
sound  berries  may  be  found  remaining  on  a  few  clusters,  but  at  least  nine-tenths  of 
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the  bunches  show  only  a  mass  of  dried  and  shriveled  victims  of  the  disease.  On 
all  the  vines  treated  with  the  remedies  prevention  of  rot  is  perceptible,  but  on  none 
of  them  is  it  strikingly  so,  except  on  those  sprayed  with  the  Bordeaux  mixture. 
Here,  the  treated  rows  have  many  nearly  perfect  clusters,  which  show  but  one  or 
two  rotted  berries  each.  Where  grape  clusters  were  wet  with  the  Bordeaux  mix- 
ture early  and  often  they  were  saved  from  rot.  Where  not  thus  sprayed  they  were 
entirely  destroyed.  The  following  table  shows  the  yield  of  a  number  of  treated  and 
untreated  vines;  the  berries  in  all  cases  were  gathered  from  adjacent  rows  and  care- 
fully weighed : 


Description. 

Yield  of 
grrapes. 

! 

Description. 

Yield  of 
grapes. 

Sections: 

18  vines  treated  with  Bordeaux  mix- 
ture  

13  vines  untreated 

Pounds. 
80 

Section  5 : 

14  vines  treated  with  eau  celeste 

No.  2 

14  vinej?  imtreated 

Pounds. 

14 
4 

Section  4 : 

18  vines  treated  with  eau  celeste 

No.  1 

13  vines  untreated    

Section  6 : 

25  vines  treated  with  sulphatine . . . 
25  vines  untreated 

20 

4 

The  following  experiments  made  by  Colonel  Pearson  are  iiiterest- 
ing,  as  they  show  conclusively  that  the  rot  can  be  prevented  by  the 
Bordeaux  mixture: 

In  a  vineyard  untreated  by  rot  preventives  I  applied  several  thousand  grape  bags, 
beginning  before  the  grapes  bloomed.  On  successive  rows  of  Concords  I  put  200 
bags  every  day  (dating  the  bags),  beginning  before  the  vines  were  in  blossom,  and 
continuing  until  grape-rot  appeared  epidemically.  On  July  30  the  bagged  grapes 
were  inspected,  and  m  the  bags  applied  until  Jime  22,  inclusive,  it  was  found  that 
they  were  generally  free  from  rot,  while  those  bagged  on  June  23  and  subse- 
quently were  badly  rotted. 

This  experiment  indicates  that  the  invasion  of  the  disease  occurred  seriously  after 
June  22,  a.  m.,  when  the  bags  for  that  day  were  applied,  and  before  June  23,  a.  m., 
when  the  bags  for  that  day  were  put  on. 

On  June  23,  p.  m. ,  was  a  thunder-storm  and  slight  spatter  of  rain.  If  this  rain 
had  come  before  the  grapes  were  bagged  on  June  23,  the  invasion  of  the  rot  might 
be  accounted  for  at  that  date  through  the  supervention  of  the  rain.  But  the  grapes 
were  bagged  in  the  morning,  during  intense  neat  and  drought,  and  the  rain  was  not 
until  afternoon. 

Extended  inspection  of  these  bagged  grapes  made  recently  discovers  the  interest- 
ing fact  that  the  infection  of  black-rot  may  enter  the  grape  before  it  blossoms. 
The  clusters  bagged  early  are  generallv  safe  from  rot,  but  there  is  occasionally  seen 
in  them  one  or  two  berries  destroyed  by  the  first  invasion  of  the  fungus.  There  is 
just  enough  evidence  to  prove  that  the  infection  probably  occurred  as  stated. 

After  removing  bags  from  grape  clusters  on  August  1, 1  tried  if  these  might  be 
protected  from  rot  dxuing  the  rest  of  the  season  by  an  application  of  the  Bordeaux . 
mixture  on  August  4. 

It  was  raining  at  the  time  the  bags  were  taken  off  on  August  1 ;  a  few  rotted  grapes 
appeared  on  these  clusters  on  August  12. 

•  1  then  took  the  bags  from  many  clusters  and  sprayed  these  immediately  with  the 
Bordeaux  mixture.  At  the  same  time  I  left  some  clusters  (from  which  the  bags 
were  removed)  unsprayed.  The  latter  showed  in  a  few  days  the  spots  indicative 
of  infection  by  the  rot  germs;  the  former  remain  healthy  and  are  now  (September 
24)  ripe. 

IV.-EXPERIMENTS  AT  NEOSHO,  MO. 

The  experiments  in  Missouri  were  conducted  at  Neosho  by  Mr. 
Hermann  Jaeger.  The  first  applications  of  eau  celeste,  Bordeaux 
mixture,  and  sulphatine  were  maiie  from  May  1  to  May  10.  The  sec- 
ond applications  were  made  from  June  4  to  J  une  10.  J^lack-rot  first 
appeared  on  the  foliage  of  both  treated  and  untreated  vines — but  less 
on  the  former — on  June  8.  June  12  to  15  a  third  application  with  the 
same  remedies  as  before  was  made,  care  being  taken  to  thoroughly 
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spray  all  the  fruit;  June  23,  a  fourth  application  was  made.  On 
July  1  a  thorough  examination  of  all  grapes  was  made  and  it  was 
found  that  Martha,  Concord.  Telegraph,  QcBthe,  and  other  Labrusca 
and  European  hybrids  had  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  of  their  fruit  de- 
stroyed by  black-rot  on  all  untreated  vines.  The  same  varieties 
treated  with  eau  celeste  had  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  of  their  fruit  de- 
stroyed, while  those  treated  with  Bordeaux  mixture  had  hardly  15 
per  cent,  destroyed.  Ten  vines  thoroughly  sprayed  with  the  Bor- 
deaux mixture  on  the  23d  of  June  had  not  lost  over  8  per  cent,  of 
their  fruit  from  rot.  On  August  1  all  the  vines  were  examined  and 
the  following  table  was  prepared  : 


Variety. 


Perkins 

Ivee 

Martha 

Concord  

Catawba 

Telegraph 

North  Carolina 

Delaware 

Herbemont 

Goethe 

Elvira 

XJhland 


Per  cent,  destroyed  by 
blaok-rot. 


1 

8 
40 
50 
56 
65 
75 

ao 

75 
70 

90 


1 
1.5 

ao 

35 
40 
56 

70 
18 


60 

.( 
15 


I 
26 
25 
35 


65 
8 
TO 
60 
.8 


Variety. 


Noah 

Missouri  Riesling . . . 

Hermann 

Norton    

Neosho 

Linoeumii  No.  9 

Raoine 

Linoeumii  Nos.  18^ 
MtX,  X  Rupestris  70. 
Rupestristjrpe 

Average 


Per  cent,  destroyed  by 
blaok-rot. 


80 

1.6 
40 
.4 

5 
75 
60 

0 

8 

0 


80 
.8 


50 
0 
9 
0 


81.7 


18.8 


1  6 


40 
0 

1 
0 


10.8 


From  August  26  to  August  30  all  vines  were  again  treated.  On 
September  10  the  vines  were  again  examined,  but  as  the  earlier  vsr 
rieties  had  been  gathered,  a  comparison  could  only  be  made  between 
the  late  grapes,  which  were  of  the  -^stivalis  species;  these,  however, 
on  both  treated  and  untreated  vines,  were  quite  as  sound  as  when 
examined  the  month  before. 

Concerning  the  efficacy  of  the  copper  remedies  for  downy  mildew 
{Peronospora  viticola)  Mr.  Jaeger  says: 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Elvira,  Delaware,  and  all  vines  that  are  usuaUy  seriously 
damaged  by  mildew  here  were  greatly  benefited  by  the  remedies,  and  their  vigorous 
growth,  matured  to  the  tips,  promises  a  better  crop  next  season  than  ever  before. 

Mr.  Jaeger  concludes  his  report  as  follows: 

With  these  remedies  (especially  the  Bordeaux  mixture)  applied  early  and  often , 
we  can  certainly  reduce  the  ravages  of  black-rot,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  we 
may  yet  ^occed  in  preventing  it  with  as  much  certainty  as  mildew. 

v.— EXPERIMENTS  AT  CHARLOTTESVniLE,  VA. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Lyman  conducted  the  experiments  at  Charlottesville, 
using  nine  different  remedies,  as  follows: 

1.  Bulphatine: 

Anhydrous  sulphate  of  copper pounds. .     3 

Flowers  of  sulphur do 20 

Air-slaked  lime do 3 

3.  Bordeaux  mixture  (a): 

Sulphate  of  copper pounds. .    8 

Lime •  • .  •<it>. ...  10 

Water gallons. .  20 
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8.  Bordeaux  mixture  (&): 

Sulphate  of  copper pounds. .  6 

Lime do. ...  4 

Water gallons..  20 

4.  Eau  ct^leste  (a): 

Sulphate  of  copper pound. .  1 

Ammonia pint. .  1 

Water gallons . .  22 

5.  Eau  celeste  (h): 

Sulphate  of  copper pound. ,  1 

Ammonia pint. .  1 

Water gallons. .  44 

6.  Eau  celeste,  with  carbonate  of  soda  (c): 

Sulphate  of  copper * pounds. .  2 

Carbonate  of  soda do. ...  1 

Water gallons. .  44 

7.  Eau  celeste,  with  carbonate  of  soda  (d): 

Sulphate  of  copper pounds. .  2 

Carbonate  of  soda do 2 

Water gallons. .  22 

8.  Eau  cel^te,  with  carbonate  of  soda  (e): 

Sulphate  of  copper poimds. .  4 

Caroonate  of  soda do. ...  8 

Water gallons. .  22 

9.  Anunoniacal  carbonate  of  copper  solution: 

Carbonate  of  copper ounces. .  3 

Liquid  ammonia quart. .  1 

Water gallons..  22 

Excepting  No.  1,  which  was  purchased  ready  for  use,  the  foregoin^ 
preparations  were  prenared  in  the  usual  manner,*  and  were  applie( 
witn  the  Vermorel  ana  Eureka  sprayers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  treatments  as  indi 
cated  at  the  time  the  fruit  was  gathered: 


Treated  vines. 

Untreated  vines. 

Prepara- 

No.  of 
vines 

Loss  from— 

Loss  from— 

treated. 

May. 

May. 

June. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

MUdew. 

Blaok-rot 

Mildew. 

Black-rot 

Pwcent 

Percent. 

No.l.... 

11 

81 

24 

80 

148 

None 

16 

Heavy.... 

26  to  80 

No.  8   ... 

11 

5 

188 

..  do 

6  to  10 

...do...... 

60  to  66 

No.  8.... 

18 

6 

148 

Very  little. 

10  to  12 

VeryUttSe. 

88^ 

No.4.... 

IB 

88 

18 

142 

...do 

5 

Heavy....    881  to  60 
...do 40  to  45 

No.  6... 

18 

22 

18 

9 

278 

...do 

10  to  18 

No.  6.... 

81 

28 

10 

288 

None 

6to  8 

Couflld'ble. 

18  to  90 

No.7.... 

21 

82 

10 

189 

...do 

8to  5 

...do 

15  to  20 

No.  8.... 

21 

8 

88 

10 

145 

...do 

8to  6 

...do 

15to20 

No.».... 

ao 

18 

10 

187 

...do 

80  to  85 

...do 

60  to  60 

Varieties  treated. 


No.  1.  Wildinff,  Etta,  Grein'e  Golden,  Missoxiri  Riesling,  Uhland,  Empire  State 
Lutie,  Triumph,  Marion,  Rebecca,  Montefiore. 

No.  3.  Roger's  Hybrids,  Ricketts,  Grein's  Seedlhigs,  Concord,  Moore's  Early.  Cot- 
tage, Worden,  Delaware,  Lady  Pocklingtony  Jefferson,  Montgomery,  Ives,  Hartford, 
Wyoming  Red,  Vei^ennes,  Duchess,  Prentiss,  Martha. 

No.  4.  Catawba,  Elvira,  Bacchus,  Goethe,  Delaware,  Lindley,  Lady  Washington, 
Salem,  Martha. 

No.  5.  Cottage,  Lindley,  Black  Eagle,  Norton's  Virginia. 

No.  6.  Norton's  Virginia. 

No.  7.  ■  Norton's  Virginia. 

No.  8.  Norton's  Virginia. 

No.  9.  Catawba. 
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Black-rot  first  appeared  on  the  Labmsca  and  Vinif  era  hybrids  June 
11,  and  continued  to  increase  until  August  9.  Downy  mildew  was 
first  seen  on  May  27. 

Experiments  were  also  made  by  Mr.  Lyman  with  the  view  of  dis- 
co vermg  a  remedy  for  anthracnose.    Mr.  Lyman  writes: 

I  determined  to  make  an  experiment  for  the  prevention  of  anthracnose,  because 
of  the  great  amount  of  damage  done  by  it  in  1886  and  1887  to  my  Elviras  and  Dela- 
wares,  and  also  because  of  its  prevalence  among  other  varieties  grown  in  my  nei^h- 
borhoqd.  The  preparation  used  was  a  saturated  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron  which 
was  applied  in  tne  latter  part  of  February,  and  in  the  following  manner: 

Cheap,  coarse  sponges  were  wired  to  the  ends  of  round  sticks  15  inches  in  length; 
and  buckets  were  used  having  a  spatter  strip  nailed  across  the  top.  The  sponge 
was  immersed  in  the  hquid,  withdrawn,  struck  against  the  spatter  strip  to  save 
waste,  and  the  vine  then  swabbed  thoroughly  from  the  base  to  the  extremity.  Five 
hundred  and  fifty  vines  were  treated  and  fifty  left  imtreated.  The  entire  absence  of 
this  fun^s  where  the  vines  were  treated  led  me  to  believe  that  the  effects  of  the 
application  were  most  satisfactory.  The  rows  of  Elviras  untreated  lost  from  20  to 
25  per  cent,  of  their  fruit,  while  the  untreated  Delawares  did  not  bear  any  grapes 
woi-th  mentioning,  and  made  a  very  inferior  growth  of  cane. 

Mr.  Lyman  concludes  his  report  as  follows: 

The  difference  in  the  quantity  of  fruit  and  quality  of  must  between  my  treated 
and  untreated  Norton's  Virginia  was  so  marked  at  the  wine  cellar  as  to  ciall  forth 
the  following  communication: 

Charlottesville,  Va. 
In  receiving  grapes  from  H.  L.  Lyman,  dehvered  to  and  bought  by  the  Monticello 
^Wine  Company  in  September  and  October,  1888,  we  found  a  verj^  marked  difference 
'in  tlie  Norton  grapes  treated  for  mildew  and  rot  by  tlie  application  of  copper  mix- 
tures from  those  not  so  treated.    This  difference  was  shown,  not  only  in  a  much 
less  degree  of  rot,  but  more  in  the  quality y  as  indicated  by  the  saccharometer.   Those 
treated  were  rich  in  sugar,  and  consequently  of  an  increased  value  of  one-half  a  cent 
per  pound  or  $10  per  ton. 

Oscar  Reierson,  Secretary. 

VI.— TREATMENT  OF  BLACK-ROT  IN  ARKANSAS  WITH  THE  SIMPLE  SOLUTION  OF  SUL- 
PHATE OF  COPPER. 

By  Mr.  J.  Hsrtlein,  of  SpUet'ville,  * 

I  used  tlie  simple  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper  ^1  pound  of  copper  to  20  gallons 
of  water)  because  I  could  not  get  tne  ammonia  which  is  used  in  tlie  preparation  of 
eau  celeste.  The  first  applications  were  made  with  a  broom  on  the  evenings  of  April 
17  and  19,  respectively.  Four  hundred  vines  of  thirty-five  varieties  were  treated, 
and  one  row  in  the  middle  of  the  vineyard  was  left  untreated  for  comparison.  The 
solution  was  too  strong;  it  injured  the  leaves  of  some  varieties  badly,  especially  Nor- 
ton's, Ives,  Missouri  Riesling,  and  Berckman's.  Delaware  did  not  suffer  any.  Con- 
cord very  httle.  I  made  the  second  api)lication  May  2  and  3,  and  left  Norton's  and 
Ives  imtreated.  Most  of  the  vines  were  in  bloom  at  the  time.  The  third  appUcation 
was  made  between  May  IG  and  21 ,  using  the  same  solution  as  before.  For  tne  second 
and  third  applications  I  used  30  gallons  of  water  to  1  pound  of  the  copper;  the  part 
of  this  solution  put  on  in  the  morning  when  the  dew  was  on  the  leaves  and  after  a 
rain  burnt  the  foliage,  while  that  put  on  in  the  evening  did  not  hurt  it  in  the  least. 
The  best  time  for  applying  the  remedies  I  tliink  is  about  sundown,  or  even  by 
moonlight.  Mildew  appesSed  after  a  heavy  rain  on  untreated  Peter  WyUe  and 
Vergennes  vines  May  16;  it  also  attacked  some  untreated  Berckman's  vines.  May  17 
I  found  spotted  leaves  on  untreated  Concords;  on  the  18th  I  gave  the  mildewed 
vines  a  sprinkhng  of  the  solution,  which  8toi^)ed  further  progress  of  the  disease. 

May  26  I  found  the  first  traces  of  black-rot  on  untreated  Peter  Wylie,  also  on 
Vergennes,  and  a  few  days  later  on  Concord  and  other  varieties.  The  1st  of  June 
I  commenced  picking  off  the  rotten  berries  (as  I  have  done  for  the  past  three  years), 
and  kept  on  picking  everythree  or  four  days  until  July  7;  I  pickea  in  all  about  50 
pounds  of  rotten  fruit.  The  difference  between  treated  and  imti-eated  vines  could 
be  seen  at  a  glance;  while  the  treated  ones  were  only  slightly  attacked,  the  untreated 
rotted  badly.  Not  all  the  varieties  yielded  alike  to  the  remedy,  and  while  I  could 
not  see  any  difference  between  treated  and  untreated  Berckman's  and  Vergennes, 
the  difference  between  treated  and  imtreated  Concords  was  very  striking.    At  the 
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harvest  (August  6)  the  treated  vines  yielded  over  10  pounds  to  the  vine,  and  the  un- 
treated S^  pounds.  Delaware  and  Norton's  were  nearly  exempt  from  rot;  Ives, 
Montefiore,  Ulster,  Empire  State,  Perkins,  and  Champion  rotted  very  little. 

Mv  vineyard  is  on  a  slope  with  western  exposure;  one  half  is  trained  to  wire  after 
the  Kniflfen  system,  the  other  half  to  stakes.  In  the  spring  before  the  buds  started 
I  washed  every  alternate  row  of  those  on  wires  with  a  50  per  cent,  copperas  solu- 
tion, and  on  these  I  could  hardly  find  a  rotten  berry  in  the  fall.  I  have  full  con- 
fidence in  the  remedies,  and  wiU  experiment  again  next  season.  The  main  thing 
is  to  use  the  remedies  early,  before  and  immediately  after  flowering.  I  believe  that 
1  pint  used  at  such  a  time  will  do  more  good  than  a  gallon  used  later.  Picking  and 
destroying  the  rotten  berries  should  be  continued  with  the  foregoing  treatment. 
All  the  vineyards  of  my  neighbors,  where  no  remedies  were  apphed,  were  injured 
by  rot  from  25  to  75  per  cent.,  while  I  hardly  lost  1  per  cent,  of  my  crop. 

Vn.— EXPERIMENTS  AT  MIDDLE  BASS,  OfflO. 

Mr.  George  M.  High,  of  this  place,  sent  in  a  very  full  report  of  his 
experiments,  and  the  results  obtained  in  the  treatment  of  brown-rot 
{Feronospora  viiicola).  He  used  eau  celeste,  making  the  applications 
with  a  Nixon  barrel  force  pump  and  Nixon  spraying  nozzle  on  June 
7,  June  18,  July  6,  July  18,  and  August  7.  Two  thousand  vines, 
mostly  of  the  Catawba  variety,  were  treated,  while  a  like  number  of 
the  same  variety  were  left  untreated  for  comparison. 

The  loss  of  fruit  on  the  treated  vines  was  about  1  per  cent.,  while 
on  the  untreated  vineyard  fully  one- third  of  the  fruit  was  destroyed. 

Vni.-TREATMENT  OF  THE  GRAPE-VINE  POWDERY  MILDEW  (UncinxtJa  ampelopHdU)  WITH 
SULPHURET  OF  POTASSIUM. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Hudson,  of  Mobile  County,  Ala.,  used  this  solution  in 
the  treatment  of  the  foregoing  disease,  and  his  report  contains  so 
many  interesting  i)oints  that  it  is  here  submitted  in  full. 

I  was  making  an  effort  to  find  some  convenient  form  of  sulphur  to  apply  to  my 
European  vines  ( Vitis  vinifera),  when  I  was  attracted  b^  an  observation  of  M.  le 
Vte.  Amauiy  de  Montlauer,  in  Bulletin  No.  2  of  the  Section  of  Vegetable  Pathol- 
ogy, pages  68  and  ^70,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  successfully  appUed  a  1  per  cent, 
solution  of  liver  of  sulphur  for  mildew  {Peronospora  viticola);  and  he  concluded 
by  saying  that  vineyards  treated  in  the  spring  had  neither  Oidium  nor  Erineum,  I 
at  once  decided  to  experiment  with  it  on  Hamburg,  Black  Hamburg.  Muscat,  and 
other  European  vines  growing  in  the  open  air,  on  which,  for  several  seasons,  the 
grapes  have  been  severely  injured,  and  in  1886  entirely  destroyed  by  the  powdery 
mildew  (Uncinula  ampeiopaidis).  Accordingly  I  commenced  with  a  1  per  cent, 
solution,  which  scorched  the  young  leaves  severely  wherever  it  touched  them. 
Next  I  made  a  solution  of  one-tenth  the  above  strength ;  this  was  also  too  strong 
but  the  beneficial  effects  were  so  apparent  that  I  made  a  tliird  application,  contain- 
ing one  one-hundredth  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  potassium.  This,  while  promising 
far  more  than  the  two  former  mixtures,  still  aomonished  me  that  the  solution  was 
even  then  too  powerful.  Notwithstanding  these  disappointlnents,  I  succeeded  in 
saving  a  portion  of  the  crop  in  fair  condition. 

This  year  I  commenced,  when  the  youn^  shoots  were  perhaps  6  to  8  inches  long, 
with  a  solution  of  half  an  ounce  (avoirdupois)  to  one  gallon  of  water.  It  was  applied 
again  when  the  grapes  were  beginning  to  color.  The  solution  happened  to  be  quite 
powerful  enough  and  produced  no  injurious  effects  whatever  on  the  tender  leaves 
and  shoots.  This  treatment  was  appHed  to  two  hundred  vines  (all  marked)  with  ab- 
solute and  unexceptional  success,  giving  me  a  full  crop  of  superb  clusters  of  mag- 
nificent berries  in  every  instance.  About  thirty-four  vines,  interspersed  among 
those  treated  as  above,  and  left  entirely  untreated,  had  their  entire  crop  destroyed 
by  the  mildew. 

After  the  crops  were  gathered  the  older  leaves  on  the  treated  viues  were  attacked 
by  the  UndnuUiy  and  before  they  could  be  treated  a  long  rainy  season  of  six  weeks 
set  in  so  that  the  remedies  were  never  applied.  At  the  end,  however,  the  foliage  of  the 
treated  vines,  beyond  being  bro^Tied  slightly,  appeared  to  have  received  no  further 
injury,  and  the  late  wood  growth  was  satisfactory. 

I  used  the  Yermorel  machine  in  applying  the  solution  and  it  gave  perfect  satis- 
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faction.  I  had  the  solution  freshly  prepared  and  applied  it  in  the  early  morning, 
before  8  o'clock,  as  recommended  by  M.  de  Montlaur. 

When  you  take  into  consideration  the  cheapness  of  liver  of  sulphur,  the  ease  of  its 
preparation  and  application,  the  complete  success  of  the  treatment,  and  the  fact  that 
the  ripe  clusters  are  not  blemished  by  it  as  thev  are  by  the  flowers  of  sulphur,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  must  commend  itself  to  all  growers  of  European  vines,  espe- 
•  cially  those  in  California,  where  the  Undnula  is  the  chief  fungous  disease  against 
which  grape-growers  have  to  contend. 

In  preparing  the  solution,  half  an  oxmce  of  the  liver  of  sulphiu*  was  dissolved  in 

1  pint  or  hot  water;  as  soon  as  dissolved,  the  cold  water  (1  gallon  less  1  pint)  was 
poured  with  the  hot  solution,  and  the  whole  immediately  strained  through  a  thick 
osnaburg  cloth  into  a  tin  can  and  closely  stopped.  It  was  then  ready  for  use.  It 
takes  but  a  few  moments  to  prepare  it.  "IProm  the  tin  can  (lO-gallon  cans  were  used) 
the  mixture  was  -poured,  as  needed,  into  the  reservoir  of  the  Vermorel  machine  and 
sprayed  thoroughly  over  the  vines,  clusters,  and  leaves  above  and  below,  the  smaller 
nozzle  being  used  for  the  work. 

I  used  at  each  application  on  two  hundred  and  fifty  vines  4  gallons  of  water  with 

2  ounces  of  liver  of  sulphur.  This  was  perhaps  more  than  was  necessary,  but  I  was 
determined  to  have  the  work  done  efficiently  and  thoroughly  in  order  to  test  the 
value  of  the  application, 

DC-CONCLUSIONS. 

The  results  furnished  by  the  foregoing  reports  show  conclusively 
that  by  the  proper  application  of  the  copper  remedies,  especially  the 
Bordeaux  mixture,  we  may  subdue  or  even  entirely  prevent  black-rot. 
Downy  mildew  can  easily  be  prevented  by  any  oi  tne  remedies  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  circular,  as  the  experiments  last  year  fully 
proved.  It  is  true  that  quite  a  number  of  those  who  made  trials  this, 
year  report  that  no  benefit  resulted  from  the  applications,  but  when 
we  come  to  carefully  inquire  into  such  cases  we  find  that  where  fail- 
ures are  reported  the  experiments  were  either  carelessly  made  or  were 
begun  too  late  in  the  season  to  be  of  value.  It  seems  to  us  that  one 
of  the  principal  reasons  for  the  non-success  heretofore  attending  the 
use  of  these  preparations  lies  in  the  fact  that  very  few  grape-growers 
have  the  vaguest  idea  of  what  the  fuuKi  of  black-rot  and  downy 
mild.ew  are  like.  They  do  not  know  thai  these  minute  enemies  are 
plants  like  the  vine  on  which  they  feed;  that  they  grow  and  produce 
Dodies  analogous  to  seed,  and  that  these  minute  seed  or  spores  germi- 
nate and  take  root,  so  to  speak,  whenever  they  come  in  contact  with 
the  fruit  or  leaves,  providing  there  is  sufficient  moisture  present.  If 
these  facts,  and  many  others  connnected  with  the  life  history  of  the 
fungi  under  consideration,  were  known,  the  importance  of  beginning 
the  treatments  early  and  making  the  applications  thorough  would  be 
readily  understood. 

Under  the  present  condition  of  thin^  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
outline,  in  a  definite  manner,  a  practical  course  of  treatment  for 
black-rot.  As  a  first  step,  however,  it  would  be  well  to  carefully 
collect  in  the  fall  as  many  of  the  old  leaves  and  berries  as  possible, 
and  bum  or  bury  them.  Then  in  the  spring  after  the  vineyard  has 
bfeen  pruned  and  put  in  order  by  the  plow,  but  before  vegetation 
starts,  the  vines  should  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixt- 
ure containing  16  pounds  of  sulphate  or  copper  and  30  ix)unds 
of  lime  to  22  gallons  of  water.  The  object  of  this  spraying  is  to  de- 
stroy all  the  spores  of  the  fungus  that  may  have  lodged  in  the  bark. 
About  ten  days  before  the  flowers  open  the  foliage  and  vines  should 
receive  a  second  spraying,  this  time  using  a  mixture  containing  G 
pounds  of  sulphate  or  copper  and  4  pounds  of  lime  to  22  gallons  of 
water.  A  third  application,  usinc;  the  latter  mixture,  should  be  made 
when  the  flowers  are  opening,  taking  care  to  thoroughly  wet  all  the 
green  parts  but  not  to  drench  them.    Repeat  the  spraying  every  two 
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weeks,  nntil  the  fruit  begins  to  color,  using  the  same  preparation  as 
before. 

In  regions  where  both  mildew  and  rot  prevail,  the  treatment  as  out- 
lined for  the  latter  will  eflfectually  prevent  the  former  so  that  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  make  any  additional  applications.  Where  the 
mildew  is  the  only  enemy  to  be  considered  the  eau  celest-e  (formula 
1  or 2)  should  be  used  for  the  reason  that  it  is  cheaper,  more  readily 
prepared  and  applied,  and  fully  as  efl&cacious  in  tnis  case  as  is  the 
Bordeaux  mixture. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1888,  we  visited  Colonel  Pearson's  vine- 
yard and  found  that  he  had  already  begun  treating  his  vines  with  the 
view  of  preventing  the  recurrence  or  black-rot  in  1889.  He  had 
thoroughly  cleaned  his  vineyard  and  had  removed  all  the  old  bark 
and  dried  oerries  from  the  vines.  The  vines  had  been  drenched  with 
the  Bordeaux  mixture,  and  slaked  lime  had  also  been  scattered  be- 
tween the  rows,  completely  covering  the  ground  in  many  places. 
Colonel  Pearson  informed  us  that  he  would  plow  the  vineyard  in  the 
spring  before  vegetation  started  and  a^ain  give  it  a  liming,  after 
which  he  would  apply  the  Bordeaux  mixture,  repeating  the  spray- 
ings every  three  weeks  throughout  the  summer  until  the  fruit  began 
to  color. 

B.— NECESSITY  FOR  MORE  EXTENDED  FIELD  WORK. 

Among  the  subjects  dealt  with  in  the  following  pages  the  rot  of 
the  potato,  tomato,  and  cherry,  and  the  leaf -blight,  and  cracking  of 
the  pear  cause  the  heaviest  losses  to  farmers  and  fruit-growers. 
Each  one  is  probably  the  cause  of  thousands  of  dollars'  loss  every 
year,  and  they  are  only  representative  diseases.  The  agricultural 
world  has  long  suffered  from  these  diseases  in  a  profound  ignorance 
of  their  causes. 

Against  these  insidious  foes,  which  are  visible  only  in  their  effects, 
the  farmer  has  heretofore  had  no  weapons  of  warfare.  If  his  potato 
vines  died  prematurely,  and  the  potatoes  themselves  rotted  m  the 
hills  or  in  the  cellar,  he  simply  said  it  was  a  bad  year,  resigned  him- 
self to  his  fate,  and  probably  used  what  few  potatoes  were  left  for  plant- 
ing his  next  year's  crop.  Since  this  Section  was  established  a  con- 
tinual effort  has  been  made,  by  means  of  correspondence,  special 
bulletins,  and  annual  reports,  to  bring  before  the  agriculturists  of 
the  countrjr  the  fact  that  these  diseases  have  definite  causes  outside 
of  climatic  influence,  to  teach  them  the  nature  of  these  causes,  and  that 
the  diseases  can  be  prevented.  The  liberality  of  the  Government  in 
circulating  largo  editions  of  these  reports  has  done  much  to  bring 
this  knowledge  within  reach  of  all,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  to- 
day why  agriculturists  should  longer  suffer  in  unresisting  ignorance 
of  the  causes  or  remedies  for  fungous  diseases.  Much  work  in  this 
line  remains  to  be  done.  The  entire  history  of  the  fungi  causing  these 
diseases  is  known  only  in  a  comparatively  few  cases;  and  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  the  entire  history  of  all  parasitic  fungi  should  be 
known  may  be  gained  by  a  study  of  those  already  described.  But  in 
addition  to  this  there  is  another  field  of  labor  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  if  this  knowledge  is  to  be  made  of  practical  benefit.  Under 
the  **  treatment"  of  nearly  every  disease  we  are  obliged  to  say,  "  No 
experiments  have  yet  been  attempted,  and  the  suggestions  made  are 
drawn  from  a  general  knowledge  of  the  life  history  of  the  fungus 
and  the  residts  in  the  use  of  fungicides  in  vine  diseases."    In  other 
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words,  we  leave  our  readers  to  experiment  for  themselves,  doing  all 
in  our  power  by  way  of  suggestion. 

This  IS  not  encouraging  to  farmers;  considerable  expense  is  en- 
tailed in  order  to  thoroughly  test  any  of  these  remedies,  and  few  car»^ 
to  add  to  the  possible  loss  of  their  crops  the  additional  expense  of 
chemicals  and  machines  for  application,  to  say  nothing  of  the  labor 
involved  at  a  time  when  other  work  is  especially  pressing.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  we  were  able  to  lay  down  a  course  of  treatment  and  say 
This  has  been  thoroughly  tested  by  competent  and  practical  men,  no 
farmer  would  hesitate  to  use  the  means  suggested. 

The  need  of  this  has  been  keenly  felt  by  those  in  charge  of  the  work, 
but  the  funds  available  have  not  been  sufficient  to  establish  any 
such  series  of  experiments  as  was  desired.  It  was  thought  wisest 
to  concentrate  wnat  money  aiid  force  it  could  command  in  this 
direction  upon  one  point,  and  consequently  all  available  resources 
were  used  for  two  years  in  experiments  with'  fungicides  for  black-rot 
and  other  diseases  of  the  grape.  The  result  has  justified  the  means 
and  we  are  now  able  to  say  to  the  grape-growers  of  the  country  that 
this  most  dangerous  foe  to  their  indristry  may  be  conquered  by  a 
simnle  and  comparatively  inexpensive  method.  One  of  the  results 
of  tnis  work  is  the  invention  of  the  Eureka  sprayer,  and  the  num- 
ber of  orders  already  received  for  it  attest  the  fact  that  fruit-grow- 
ers are  anxious  to  use  remedies  that  have  once  been  tested.  It  re- 
mains for  us  to  make  similar  experiments  in  other  diseases,  but  if 
two  years  must  bo  devoted  to  each  one  our  progress  will  be  painfully 
slow.  The  demand  for  more  field  work  is  imperative,  the  resources 
of  the  country  can  never  be  fully  developed  while  the  agricultural 
community  is  at  the  mercy  of  every  infectious  disease  that  now  visits 
its  crops.  The  losses  from  this  source  are  incalculable,  and  it  de- 
volves upon  this  Section  to  take  the  initiative  steps  toward  avoiding 
them.  The  work  is  possible  and  extremely  practical,  and  what  is 
necessary  in  order  to  accomplish  the  desired  results  is  to  have  the 
funds  at  our  command  that  will  enable  us  to  employ  competent  men 
to  go  into  the  field  and  not  only  investigate  the  causes  out  experi- 
ment with  remedies  for  the  many  diseases  that  are  now  devastating 
nearly  every  cultivated  plant. 

C— MISCELLANEOUS  SUBJECTS. 

The  following  subjects  are  discussed  in  the  accompanying  pages 
of  this  report: 

1.  Downy  mildew  of  .the  potato.  9.  Apple  rusts. 

2.  Notes  on  black-rot  of  me  tomato.  10.  Septosporium  on  grape  leaves. 

3.  A  tomato  disease.  11.  Leaf -spot  disease  of  the  maple. 

4.  Brown-rot  of  the  cherry.  12.  A  disease  of  the  sycamore. 

5.  Powdery  mildew  of  the  cherry.  13.  The  leaf -rust  of  cotton  woods. 

6.  Leaf -blight  and  cracking  of  the  pear.     14.  Report  on  peach  yellows. 

7.  Leaf -spot  of  the  rose.  15.  Additional    notes    on    celery    leaf- 

8.  Plum-pockets.  blight. 

The  paper  on  ** Downy  Mildew  of  the  Potato"  was  prepared  by 
Prof.  F.  L.  Scribner,  while  that  on  ''Apple  Rusts"  is  by  Dr.  B.  D. 
Halstead,  who  has  given  special  attention  to  this  group  of  fungi. 
Of  the  remaining  cnapters  my  assistant,  Miss  E.  A.  Southwortn, 
prepared  Nos.  6,  7,  10,  and  12,  and  also  furnished  valuable  notes  on 
several  others.  Chapters  5  and  13  are  from  the  pen  of  my  assistant, 
Mr.  M.  B.  Waite.    The  illustrations  accompanying  these  were  drawn 
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Tinder  my  supervision  by  Miss  Roberta  Cowing,  Miss  E.  A.  South- 
worth,  and  Mr.  M.  B.  Waite. 

1. — Downy  Mildew  op  the  Potato.* 
Phytophthora  infestanSy  DBy. 
(Plates  I,  II,  and  Map.) 

I. — QBNERAL  RKMARTCfl. 

The  disease  of  the  potato  caused  by  the  parasitic  fungus  Phytoph- 
thora infestans,  generally  known  as  rotato-rot,  probably  originated 
in  South  America,  whence  it  was  brought  to  this  country  about  the 
year  1840.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  the  cause  of  very  serious 
losses  to  farmers,  and  in  years  favorable  to  the  disease  has  swept 
away  nearly  the  entire  crop. 

The  cooler  and  more  moist  sections  of  the  coimtry  are  where  the 
Phytophthora  attains  its  greatest  vigor  and  activitv,  and  it  is  only 
in  the  dry  regions  of  the  great  western  plateaux  that  the  potato- 
grower  can  hope  to  wholly  escape  its  ravages. 

No  variety  has  yet  been  discovered  that  has  remained  free  from 
the  disease  xmder  all  circumstances,  although  in  some  localities  some 
varieties  are  more  resistant  than  others.  Possibly  also  there  are 
some  varieties  more  susceptible  than  others,  and  these  should  be 
kqown  in  order  that  their  culture  may  be  avoided. 

n.— BOTANICAL  OHARAOTEBS. 

The  fungus  attacks  the  stems  and  leaves  as  well  as  the  tubers. 

On  the  leaves  (Plate  I,  Fig.l)  pale-yellowish  spots  first  indicate  the 
presence  of  the  disease;  these  very  soon  turn  brown,  and  if  the  weather 
be  warm  and  damp,  rapidly  blacken,  indicating  the  total  destruction 
of  the  tissues.  The  yellowing  of  the  tissues  progresses  slowly,  but  as 
soon  as  the  fungus  has  pushed  out  its  fruiting  threads,  which  appear 
as  a  white  downy  coating  on  the  under  surface,  the  discolorations  pro- 
ceed rapidly. 

The  stems  may  be  attacked  directly  or  the  disease  may  reach  them 
through  the  leaves;  in  either  case  tney  become  blackened  and  soon 
die. 

On  the  tubers  (Fig.  2)  the  parasite  attains  a  considerable  growth 
within  the  tissues  before  there  is  any  external  manifestation  of  its 
presence.  After  a  time  depressed  spots  appear  and  the  skin  covering 
these  dies  and  becomes  discolored.  Underlying  these  spots  the  tis- 
sues will  be  found  to  be  dark-colored  for  a  greater  or  less  depth. 
This  browning  of  the  tissues  begins  before  there  is  any  external 
sign  of  disease.  The  flesh  occupying  the  center  of  the  tuber  remains 
for  sometime  healthy  and  normal,  but  in  the  end  it  also  decays 
either  with  dry  or  wet  rot.  If  infected  tubers  are  stored  the  rot  will 
progress  in  the  cellar  and  healthy  tubers  may  be  infected  by  those 
already  diseased.  The  losses  arising  from  the  rotting  of  the  tubers 
after  they  are  gathered  sometimes  amount  to  as  much  as  may  have 
occurred  in  the  field. 

♦This  article  is  an  abstract  from  a  paper  by  Prof.  F.  L.  Scribner  which  will  be 
published  as  a  special  bulletin. 
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The  mycelium  passes  between  the  cells,  never  into  them  (Plate  II, 
Figs.  1,  4)  except  in  rare  cases.  After  it  has  grown  a  few  days  in 
the  tissues  of  the  leaf,  it  sends  out  branches  destined  to  bear  the 
conidia  or  reproductive  bodies  of  the  fungus  (Fig.  2).  The  method 
of  formation  of  the  conidia  is  illustrated  in  Fig.  3.  They  are  formed 
at  the  apex  of  the  conidiophore  or  its  branches,  and  their  apparently 
lateral  position  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  turned  to  one  side  by 
a  continuation  of  the  growth  of  the  branch.  As  soon  as  the  conidia 
are  ripe  they  will  germinate  if  placed  in  suitable  conditions  of  warmth 
and  moisture.  The  changes  which  they  piass  through  in  germination 
are  illustrated  by  Fig.  5.  The  conidium  breaks  up  (a-d)  into  a  num- 
ber of  motile  portions  called  the  zoospores  (e,/,);  these  have  cilia  at 
first,  but  finally  lose  them  (a),  surround  themselves  with  a  membrane 
and  germinate  (7i,  i,  fc,  I);  the  germ  tube  enters  the  plant  and  repro- 
duces the  disease. 

There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  tubers  majr  be  and  usually 
are  infected  by  the  rain  washing  the  conidia  down  mto  the  soil. 

m.— coNDrnoNs  favobino  the  disease. 

In  order  to  intelligently  treat  the  potato-rot  it  is  necessary  to  un- 
derstand the  conditions  which  favor  its  development.  These  are  (1) 
humidity — the  years  of  great  outbreaks  have  always  been  years  of 
excessive  humidity;  (2)  a  temperature  ranging  from  G5°  to  75''  F. — 
a  few  degrees  above  74°  will  check  the  development  entirely,  and 
down  to  45°  the  fungus  will  continue  to  grow;  (3)moisture  in  the  soil — 
hence  a  clayey  soil  or  one  that  will  retain  moisture  is  more  favora- 
ble to  rot.  It  is  also  generally  conceded  that  stable  or  barn-yard 
manure,  especially  if  used  fresh,  favors  the  rotting  of  the  tubers. 

The  conditions  which  favor  the  rot  after  the  potatoes  are  harvested 
are  the  same  as  those  which  favored  it  before — moisture  and  a  mod- 
erately high  temperature. 

IV.— TEEATMBNl'. 

Treatment  for  potato-rot  must  be  preventive,  and  prevention  in 
this  case  consists,  first,  in  not  planting  diseased  tubers,  and  second  in 
making  the  conditions  unfavorable  for  the  germination  of  the  spores 
and  development  of  the  mycelium,  and  finallv  in  protecting  the  tops 
by  fungicides  that  will  prevent  the  spores  from  germinating  even 
under  the  most  favorable  climatic  conditions. 

Potatoes  used  for  seed  should  be  perfectly  sound;  a  single  tuber 
containing  the  mycelium  of  the  fungus  may  result  in  a  point  of  in- 
fection that  will  ruin  the  entire  crop.  If  there  has  been  any  disease 
in  the  field  where  the  seed  potatoes  were  grown  it  is  not  safe  to  de- 
pend upon  observation  in  jud^ng  the  character  of  seed  selected,  for 
the  Phytophthora  may  be  present  without  developing  any  visible 
characters.  The  better  plan  would  be  to  always  disinfect  the  tub- 
ers designed  for  seed.  Whether  this  can  be  done  without  destroy- 
ing the  vitality  of  the  sets  must  be  determined  by  further  experi- 
ments. According  to  Mr.  Jensen,  however,  it  is  possible  to  disinfect 
potatoes  to  be  usea  for  seed  by  keeping  them  in  an  oven  for  a  few 
hours  at  a  temperature  of  from  104°  to  110°  Fahr. 

When  possible  the  planter  should  alwavs  select  a  light  and  thor- 
oughly drained  soil  for  his  potato  crop.  It  is  of  course  impossible  to 
control  the  weather  conditions  that  favor  the  disease,  and  conse- 
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quently  if  these  are  present  the  vines  must  be  protected  by  the  appli- 
cation of  fungicides.  The  disease  is  similar  to  the  downy  niilvlew 
of  the  grape,  and  the  preparations  used  for  that  will  be  effective  for 
the  potato-rot.  Preference  is  given  to  the  Bordeaux  mixture,  but 
eau  celeste,  sulphatine,  and  blight  powder  can  also  be  rtvommendeil. 
The  applications  should  be  mskde  when  there  is  no  wind,  and  the 
plants  are  wet  with  dew,  and  should  begin  before  the  blight  makes 
Its  appearance,  say  during  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  repeated  about 
the  middle  of  August. 

If  the  spores  of  the  fungus  reach  the  tubers  by  being  washed  into 
tlie  soil  by  rains,  potatoes  but  lightly  covered  with  earth  are  more 
likely  to  be  infected  than  when  deeply  planted  ;  such  is  generally  re- 
port^ to  be  the  case,  consequently  the  potatoes  should  have  a  second 
or  protective  molding  at  tne  first  appearance  of  the  disease  upon 
the  leaves,  made  in  such  a  manner  that  the  uppermost  tubers  shall 
have  at  least  5  inches  of  earth  over  them,  the  tops  being  bent  at  the 
same  time  so  that  they  hang  over  the  furrows  m  a  half-erect  posi- 
tion. 

It  should  be  remembered  at  the  time  of  digging  the  crop  that  the 
tubers  may  become  infected  as  they  are  taken  from  the  ground,  by 
sjwres  from  the  decaying  tops.  If  the  digging  be  delay eil  for  a  week 
or  two  after  the  tops  have  become  thoroughly  dead,  and  performed 
when  the  weather  is  sunny  and  dry,  there  is  little  possibility  of  in- 
fection at  this  period. 

Potatoes  should  be  entirely  free  from  surface  moisture  when  stonHl, 
and  never  should  be  placed  where  it  is  damp  or  where  moisture  can 
collect  about  them.  Dusting  the  tubers  with  air-slaked  lime  (1  bushel 
of  lime  to  25  busl^els  of  potatoes)  before  storing  is  strongly  recom* 
mended ;  it  will  do  much  towards  preventing  the  rot.  If  during  the 
winter  the  potatoes  are  foimd  to  oe  rotting  they  should  at  once  1>6 
sorted  over  and  all  spotted  or  unsound  ones  treated  -with  lime  and 
stored  where  the  temperature  is  low  and  the  atmosphere  dry. 

2.— Notes  on  Black-rot  op  the  Tomato. 
(Plat€fl  in,  IV.) 

I.— OENEBAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Horticulturists  and  farmers  have  suffered  considerably  of  late  years 
from  a  disease  of  the  tomato  which  is  known  everywhere  as  *'  rot." 
The  term  as  generally  used  includes  a  number  of  diseases  which  are 
quite  distinct  from  each  other.  It  is  not,  however,  the  purpose  of 
this  paper  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  various  kinds  of  rot ;  wo 
shall  rather  attempt  to  bring  together  some  of  the  facts  concerning 
one  very  important  form  which  has  come  more  particularly  under 
our  .observation  during  the  past  year,  and  in  order  to  distinguish  it 
from  similar  diseases  it  will  be  here  designated  as  "  black-rot." 

Specimens  of  this  have  been  received  from  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  where  the  tomato  is  grown,  and  farmers  complain  bit- 
terly of  its  ravages. 

Although  several  mycologists  have  devoted  considerable  time  and 
studv  to  the  malady,  the  results  so  far  obtained  as  to  the  cause  of  it 
are  far  from  conclusive  or  satisfactory.  Doubtless  this  is  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  rot  is  not  always  the  result  of  a  single  agent,  but  is 
more  often  due  to  several  combmed  causes. 
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n.— EXTERNAL  CHARACTERS. 

The  disease  as  a  rule  makes  its  appearance  at  the  apex  or  flower 
end  of  the  fruit  when  the  latter  is  from  one-half  to  two-tnirds  grown. 
At  first  a  small  blackish  spot  is  seen  either  arpund  the  remains  of 
the  style  or  on  one  side  of  it ;  this  rapidly  increases  in  size,  hut  re- 
tains a  more  or  less  circular  outline  (rlate  III,  Fig.  1).  As  the  dis- 
ease progresses  the  tissues  collapse  quite  regularly  on  all  sides,  and 
the  berry  becomes  much  flattened  (Fig.  2) .  There  is  usually  a  slightly 
raised,  narrow  border  surrounding  the  diseased  parts,  while  just  out- 
side this  the  cuticle  retains  its  normal  healthy;  color,  but  appears 
slightly  wrinkled,  owing  to  the  collapsed  condition  of  the  tissues  be- 
neath. Sections  through  a  rotten  tomato  at  this  stage  show  that  the 
black  discolorations' extend  deeply  into  the  tissues,  the  depth  depend- 
ing somewhat  upon  the  size  of  the  spot.  As  the  malady  progresses 
the  diseased  parts  become  hard  and  leathery,  the  suf ace  assumes  a 
greenish-black,  velvety  appearance,  and  finallv  the  entire  fruit  be- 
comes dried  and  shriveled. 

ra.— LOSSES,  CONDITIONS    KNOWN  OR  SUPPOSED  TO  FAVOR  THE  DISEASE,  ETC. 

In  parts  of  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Mississippi  the  dis- 
ease IS  very  destructive,  in  many  cases  causing  almost  a  total  loss  of 
the  crop.  The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  will  giv© 
some  idea  of  its  ravages. 

A  correspondent  writes  from  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  black-rot  of  the  tomato  has  prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent  in  this  locality 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  affecting,  however,  only  the  first-formed  fruit,  but 
eventually  destroying  fully  one-third  of  the  crop. 

Professor  Taft,  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  Michigan,  says: 

The  only  severe  cases  of  rot  which  troubled  us  this  summer  were  on  a  dry  sandy 
knoll,  ana  occurred  during  the  drought  of  August.  The  vines  were  not  treUised, 
and  the  fruits  which  rested  on  the  groimd  were  affected  on  the  under  side.  We 
had  only  a  few  varieties  on  this  place,  and  the  "  Mikado  "  and  "Acme, "  with  other 
pink  kinds,  seemed  to  be  most  mjured.  Upon  our  experimental  plot,  which  con- 
tained one  himdred  and  fifty  varieties,  only  an  occasional  fruit  was  diseased. 

Professor  Tracy  says  that  at  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  he  found  the 
disease  very  severe  on  April  24,  1888,  fully  one-fourth  to  one-half 
the  fruits  being  affected  in  a  number  of  fields  examined.  On  May  1 
nearly  one-half  of  the  fruit  in  some  fields  was  affected,  and  on  June 
1  the  disease  had  nearly  disappeared.  In  July  he  was  unable  to  find 
specimens  for  study. 

In  Wisconsin  (writes  Professor  Tracy)  it  appears  in  July  or  August  and  con- 
tinues until  f roist.  In  one  garden  there  it  has  wen  noticed  as  affecting  the  crop  very 
seriously  for  three  years,  but  this  year,  with  no  noticeable  peculiarity  of  the  season, 
it  was  not  to  be  found  on  plants  grown  on  the  same  ground  from  seeds  of  plants 
affected  last  year. 

He  concludes  by  saying  that  he  tried  sulphatine,  David's  powder, 
etc.,  this  year,  but  as  the  disease  disappeared  from  untreated  plants 
soon  after,  the  results  were  negative. 

As  stated  above  the  fruit  is  most  subject  to  attack  when  two-thirds 
grown,  and,  from  the  reports  of  correspondents,  it  appears  that  the 
disease  is  especially  virulent  during  the  latter  part  of  July  and  the 
whole  of  Au^st.  It  is  also  generally  believed  that  it  is  most  severe 
in  seasons  when  wet  weather  prevails  at  the  time  the  fruit  begins 
forming. 
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In  response  to  a  number  of  inquiries,  sent  out  by  the  Section  to 
determine,  if  possible,  what  effect  the  character  of  tne  soil,  pruning, 
trellising,  manuring,  etc.,  had  upon  the  disease,  a  number  of  replies 
were  received,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in  these  are  so  contradictory 
that  no  practical  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  them.  According 
to  Professor  Maynard  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  the 
rot  this  year  was  more  severe  upon  soil  where  there  was  only  a  limited 
supply  of  manure  applied.  Professor  Taft  expresses  practically  the 
same  opinion  as  that  of  Professor  Maynard. 

Professor  Bailey*  says  that  an  abundant  use  of  stable  manure 
appears  to  augment  the  disease;  and  this  seems  to  be  the  general 
belief  of  most  of  our  correspondents. 

From  the  observations  of  Professor  Goff  of  the  New  York  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station,  the  rot  appears  to  flourish  most  on  the 
more  vigorous  plants.  He  says  that  a  vigorous  plant  of  *^  Cook's 
Favorite"  tomato,  grown  from  mature  seed,  had  18  per  cent,  of  its 
fruit  affected  with  black-rot;  while  a  feeble  one,  grown  from  im- 
mature seed,  had  but  5  per  cent,  of  its  fruit  destroyed. 

Some  varieties  appear  to  be  more  subject  to  the  rot  than  others. 
It  appears  from  all  the  evidence  at  hand  that  the  "Acme"  and 
"Mitado"  are  especially  subject  to  the  disease,  while  the  "Perfec- 
tion," "Paragon,    and  "Trophy"  are  not  so  liable  to  its  attacks. f 

rV-.—CONCLUSIONS  AS  TO  THE  CAUSE  OP  BLA.CK-IJDT. 

In  all  the  specimens  which  have  come  under  our  observation  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  we  have  invariablv  found  two  species  of  fxmgi; 
finding  tnese  always  associated  with  the  rot,  the  questions  natualJy 
arise  as  to  what  connection  they  have  with  the  disease,  and  whether 
they  are  really  the  cause  of  it  or  are  to  be  considered  as  a  simple  inci- 
dent of  the  malady.  In  order  to  discover  if  possible  the  relationship 
existing  between  the  two  fungi  and  the  rot,  a  study  of  the  former 
was  begun,  and  the  results  of  these  observations  are  as  follows: 

A  section  through  one  of  the  velvety,  greenish  spots  shows  that 
the  color  and  peculiar  appearance  are  due  to  the  presence  of  a  vast 
number  of  short,  dark,  olive-brown  threads  (Plato  III,  Figs.  3,  7),  iipon 
the  free  ends  of  which  are  borne  obclavate,  many  celled  bodies  (Fig. 
o) ;  these  readily  separate  from  the  supporting  stalks,  and  are  found 
tnickly  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  diseased  parts.  Associated 
with  tnis  fungus  is  another  which  consists  of  dense  tufts  of  nearly 
colorless,  club  shaped  stalks,  occasionally  bearing  crescent-sliaped, 
slender  bodies,  much  smaller  than  those  first  deftcribed  (Plate  IV,  Figs. 
1,  2,  3).  The  dark-colored  fungus  is  Macrosporium  tomato.  Cook,t 
while  the  colorless  species  is  a  Fiisarium,  which  agi'ees  with  speci- 
mens and  descriptions  of  F,  solani,  Mart.,§  a  species  commonly  found 

*  **  The  worst  cases  of  rot  this  ^ear  (1887)  occurred  upon  plants  grown  on  a  freshly 
turned  sod  which  had  been  previously  dressed  with  manure." 

t  According  to  Professor  Bailey,  the  angular,  pear-shaped,  and  cherry  Tarieties, 
and  those  immediately  derived  from  them,  have  been  almost  exempt  from  attack. 

X  Macrosporium  tomato ^  Cook.  Grevillia  XXII,  p.  32.  '*  Spots  orbicular;  hyphsB 
short,  large,  flexose,  septate;  conidia  clavate,  slightly  attenuate<l  above,  short  stalked 
below,  consisting  of  brownish  spheroidal  cells.  On  ripe  tomatoes,  S.  Carolina  (Ra- 
venel)."  Our  specimens  do  not  agree  with  the  foregoing  description  in  all  cases, 
but  a  comparison  of  the  material  at  hand  with  authentic  specimens  of  M,  tomato 
shows  that  the  two  forms  are  identical. 

§  The  so-called  Fusarium  which  occurs  abimdantly  on  rotting  potatoes  has  been 
pretty  thoroughly  studied  by  the  German  mycologists  Reinke  ana  Berthold.  Their 
investigations  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  mature  or  ascoporous  form  on  old  and 
AG  88 22 
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on  rotting  potatoes.  The  Macrosporki  m  is  usually  the  more  abundant 
of  the  .two,  and  while  it  is,  as  a  rule,  found  ui)on  spots  of  all  sizes, 
the  Fusarium  rarely  appears  until  decay  is  pretty  well  advanced. 

v.— BtlCROSCOPIO  CHARACTERS  OF  THE  MACR08P0RIUM. 

The  Macros iwrium  consists  of  a  mycelium  or  vegetative  system, 
spores  or  reproductive  bodies,  and  spore-bearing  hyphae. 

Mycelium, — The  vegetative  part  or  the  fungus  is  made  up  of  rather 
large,  septate,  thick  walled,  more  or  less  contorted  .tubes  which  are 
at  first  nearly  colorless,  but  eventually  become  tinted  with  brown: 
these  are  found  in  all  of  the  decaying  parts  and  can  be  readily  traced 
into  the  sound.tissues  (Plate  III  Fig.  7  a) .  They  are  especially  abundant 
near  the  surface,  forming  here  pretty  evenly  distributed,  more  or  less 
dark  colored  mats. 

Spores. — The  spores  are  borne  upon  the  ends  of  short  or  long,  sep- 
tate, olive-brown,  rather  thickish  hyi)lm^  (Plate  III,  Figs.  3,  4,  7), 
which  spring  from  the  dark-colored  mycelium.  They  are  made  up 
of  from  three  to  fifteen  spherical  cells,  and  vary  greatly  in  size  and 
shape,  being  when  full  grown  broadly  obclavate,  and  from  20  to  25 /i 
in  diameter  by  100  to  140//  in  length  (Fig.  6).  Their  color  at  fii^st 
is  olive-brown,  later  they  become  darker,  f reciuently  almost  black. 
They  germinate  readily  in  moist  air  or  water  by  sending  out  one  or 
more  slender  tubes  from  each  cell  (Fig.  0).  At  first  the  germ  tubes 
are  colorless  and  without  septa;  later  they  become  tinted  with  brown 
and  divided  by  frequent  cross- walls.  * 

VI.— MICROSCOPIC  CHARACTERS  OP  THE  FUSARIUM. 

This  fungus,  so  faf  as  We  have  been  able  to  trace  its  development 
upon  the  tomato,  consists  of  a  vegetative  part,  or  mycelium,  and 
spores  or  reproductive  bodies  Of  two  kinds,  namely,  macroconidia 
and  microconidia.  f 

Mycelium, — The  mycelium  or  plant  body  of  the' fungus  consists  of 
delicate,  colorless,  septate  threads,  which  penetrate  the  tissues  of  the 
fruit  in  all  directions,  appropriating  the  juices  for  its  own  suste- 
nance. It  is  much  more  abundant  than  the  mycelium  of  the  Macro- 
sporium,  and  differs  from  the  latter  in  being  more  slender,  lighter 
colored,  thinner  walled,  and  not  usually  contorted;  another  differ- 
ence is  that  while  the  mycelium  of  the  latter  is  confined  for  the  most 
part  to  the  surface,  that  of  the  Fu^ariiini  is  frequently  found  in  the 
center  of  the  fruit,  and  shows  a  much  greater  tendency  to  penetrate 

badly-decayed  potatoes.  According  to  these  authors  this  ^orm  conwsta  of  pear- 
shaped  jHTithecia,  witliiii  wliich  the  asci  >vith  their  contained  sporidia  are  borne. 
The  swollen  part  of  t\m  pf?rithecium  is  of  a  bright-purple  color  while  tlie  neck  is 
bright  orange.  This  form  has  biicn  rt?f erred  by  Remke  and  Berthold  to  the  genus 
Hypomycea,  and  by  carefid  ex{)eriment8  they  havci)roved  beyond  question  that  it 
is  the  mature  stage  of  FuHarium  aolani.  Mart.  This  being  the  <'as*s  the  generic 
name  Fusariiun  has  been  dropped,  and  the  name  Hypoviyces  is  now  made  to  include 
both  forms.  8o  far  as  the  life  history  of  the  fungus  occurring  upon  tomatoes  has 
been  traced  it  agrees  essentially  with'the  Fmarinm  form  found  ui>on  the  potato. 
Moreover,  the  spores  of  the  tomato  fungus  when  sown  uiH)n  the  potato  grow  readil^y 
We  are  not  aware,  however,  that  the  ascoi^porous  form  has  ever  been  foimd  ui  this 
country  either  upon  the  i)otato  or  tomato,  and  until  this  is  accomplished  the  rela- 
tionship existing  between  these  forms  can  not  be  definitely  proved. 

*Both  the  liyphas  and  spores  are  exceedingly  variable;  at  timers  the  former  are 
long  and  nodulose  and  bear  spores  which  can  not  be  distinguished  from  thoee  of  the 
genus  Cladofiporium. 

j  Macroooyiuiia,  large  conidia  comptired  with  others  (Microconidia)  produced  by 
theeame  species. 
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the  sound  tissues.  Thin  sections,  taken  near  the  edge  of  a  rotten 
spot,  often  show  the  ends  of  the  mycelium  penetrating  the  tissues 
where  the  contiguous  cells  are  apparently  healthy  (Plate  IV,  Fig.  8), 

Macroconidia. — These  are  the  most  important  reproductive  b(Sies, 
economically  considered,  as  they  are  produced  in  prodigious  numbers 
and  doubtless  serve  for  the  rapid  propagation  of  the  fungus.  They 
develop  in  several  ways.  The  mycelium  may  rupture  the  epidermis 
in^places,  sending  out  tufts  of  club-shaped  conidiophores,  which  form 
spores  by  constriction.  The  immature  conidia  appear  to  be  merely 
the  enlarged  ends  of  mycelium  threads  (Figs.  1,  2).  In  another  form 
the  tufts  are  longer  and  denser,  the  base  and  center  api)earing  like 
a  colorless  stroma,  the  conidiophores  are  branched  arid  septate  (Fig. 
3),  and  each  ultimate  branch  bears  a  macroconidium.  On  old  and 
badly  diseased  tomatoes  it  is  common  for  the  mycelium  to  run  over 
the  surface,  sending  out  numerous  upright  branches,  each  of  which 
bears  a  spore  at  tne  end  (Fig.  2).  When  full  grown  they  are 
colorless,  crescent-shaped,  nearly  cylindrical,  and  vary  in  size  from 
5  to  7a<  in  diameter  by  10  to  50//  in  length  (Fig.  4).  They  are  usu- 
ally divided  by  from  two  to  six  transverse  partitions  or  septa,  and 
are  filled  with  a  fine  granular  fluid.  Each  division  is  proviaed  with 
one  or  more  vacuoles,  which  increase  in  size  when  the  conidium  is 
exposed  to  moisture.  When  sown  in  water  they  will,  in  a  few  hours, 
send  out  germ  tubes  (Fig.  5  a),  and  these,  by  continual  branching 
(Fig.  5  b),  soon  develop  into  a  mycelium.  Before  germination  takes 
place  the  spores  often  become  constricted  at  the  partitions. 

Microconidio . — The  microconidia  (Fig.  6)  are  usually  found  in 
great  abundance  in  old  and  badly  decayed  tomatoes.  As  a  rule  they 
are  borne  upon  short  branches  of  the  mycelium,  and  are  spherical 
and  smooth  when  young  (Fig.  6  a),  but  later  become  roughened  with 
small  wart  like  projections  (Fig.  6  6).  At  first  their  color  is  a  light 
yellow ;  later  this  becomes  brown.  They  vary  in  size  from  8  to  16/i 
m  diameter,  their  average  size  being  about  12 pi.  They  are  filled  with 
a  granular  fluid,  and  are  provided  with  several  large  oil  drops,  which 
become  more  pronounced  as  the  conidia  approach  maturity,  but  are 
not  so  well  made  out  in  the  full  green  warty  forms.  These  micro- 
conidia do  not  germinate  readily  under  artificial  conditions,  often 
remaining  for  a  month  in  water  without  undergoing  noticeable 
change.  In  germinating  (Fig.  7)  they  send  out  one  or  more  slender 
tubes,  which  do  not  materially  differ  from  those  of- the  macroconidia. 

Frequently  macroconidia  are  developed  directly  upon  these  germ- 
tubes,  and  vice  versa  microconidia  are  occasionally  developed  upon 
germ-tubes  from  the  macroconidia  (Fig.  5  c). 

Vn. — UFK  HISTORY. 

As  yet  it  is  not  definitely  known  how  these  fungi  pass  the  winter. 
At  this  writing  (December  1)  both  the  Macrospprinm  and  Fusarium 
spores  can  be  found  upon  the  dried  and  shriveled  finiit  which  long 
ago  fell  from  tte  vines.  An  abundance  of  the  spores  of  the  former 
fungus  also  occurs  upon  the  old  leaves  and  stems. 

Upon  a'  number  of  specimens  of  half  rotten  tomatoes  collected  in 
the  Department  grounds  the  latter  part  of  September,  a  fungus  was 
found  which  seems  to  be  connected  with  the  Macrosporhiin.  As 
seen  under  the  micrfscope,  this  form  consists  of  rather  large  round 
or  ovoid,  dark  colored  bodies,  which,  as  they  increase  in  size,  break 
through  the  tissues  and  appear  on  the  surface. 

In  sections  it  is  seen  that  they  are  filled  with  small  round  or  oval 
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si)oros  which  escape  through  an  opening  in  the  top.  Around  this 
opening,  and  upon  the  outside  wall,  numerous  tufts  of  hyphse  and 
spores  of  a  Macrosporiuniy  which  do  not  differ  from  M.  tomato,  are 
borne.  Considered  independently  the  ovoid  bodies  or  conceptacles, 
as  they  may  be  called,  would  be  referred  to  the  genus  Phyllosticta, 
but  there  seems  little  reason  to  doubt  that  in  this  case  they  are  really 
a  part  of  the  Maerosporium, 

It  is  very  probable  that  this  fungus  passes  through  several  stages 
before  finally  reaching  maturity,  and  that  one  if  not  more  of  its 
forms  will  be  found  during  the  winter  in  the  old  tomatoes  destroyed 
the  previous  summer  by  the  Macrosporiuvi. 

In  regard  to  the  Fusarivmi  we  have  seen  that  at  least  two  kinds  of 
spores  are  produced.  From  the  fact  that  the  microconidia  germi- 
nate with  aiflBculty  it  is  very  probable  that  they  are  designed  to  pre- 
serve the  life  of  the  fungus  during  a  greater  part  of  the  winter  or  un- 
der conditions  which  would  prove  fatal  to  the  macroconidia. 

During  the  month  of  September,  1888,  when  there  was  an  abun- 
dance of  fresh  material  at  hand,  a  series  of  experiments  was  made 
with  the  view  of  discovering,  if  possible,  whether  the  rot  could  be 
induced  by  sowing  the  spores  of  the  Maerosporium  and  Fusarium 
on  healthy  tomatoes.  In  the  fi.rst  place,  germinating  conidia  of  the 
Fusarium  were  repeatedly  sown  on  the  uninjured  surface  of  both 

freen  and  ripe  tomatoes,  but  in  no  instance  was  there  any  apprecia- 
le  effect  produced.  Conidia  were  also  inserted  under  tne  SKin  of 
green,  half  ripe,  and  ripe  fruit,  and  while  no  change  took  place  in 
the  case  of  the  green  and  half  ripe  specimens,  the  ripe  fruit  rotted  in 
a  few  houi's.  A  microscopic  examination  of  the  tissues  of  the  latter 
showed  the  mycelium  of  the  Fv^arium  running  over,  under,  and 
through  the  cells  in  all  directions  and  producing  its  characteristic 
crescent  shaped  spores  in  great  numbers. 

It  has  probably  often  been  observed  that  tomatoes  crack  when  ex- 
posed to  excessive  moisture;  these  cracks  or  fissures  occur  either  at 
the  point  of  attachment  or  at  the  style  end  of  the  fruit,  but  more 
often  at  the  latter.  They  are  often  so  small  as  to  be  nearly  invisible 
to  the  naked  eye,  while  at  other  times  they  are  quite  large  and  prom- 
inent. By  way  of  exi3eriment  spores  of  the  Fusarium  were  sown 
upon  both  green  and  ripe  fruit,  snowing  tliese  fissures,  and  as  a  re- 
sult the  ripe  specimens  rotted  completely  in  a  few  days  but  the  greon 
fruit  was  not  affected. 

Similar  experiments  to  those  described  above  were  also  made  with 
the  Maerosporium  spores.  In  this  case,  however,  infection  of  both 
ffreen  and  ripe  fruit  was  readily  effected  by  inserting  the  spores  un- 
der the  skin  or  sowing  them  in  the  fissures  to  which  wo  have  already 
referred.  When  sown  on  the  uninjured  fruit  no  effect  whatever  was 
produced. 

Another  series  of  experiments  was  undertaken  with  the  view  of 
discovering,  if  possible,  whether  the  Fusarium  spores  would  grow 
when  sown  on  green  fruit  affected  with  the  Maerosporium,,  It  was 
shown  by  these  trials  that  the  spores  of  the  Fusanum,  when  sown 
on  fruit  already  partly  destroyed  by  the  Maerosporium,  grew  readily 
and  greatly  accelerated  the  disorganization  of  the  tissues. 

Summing  up  the  results  obtained  from  the  foregoing  experiments 
it  appears  (1)  that  neither  the  Fusarium  nor  Maerosporium  has  the 
power  of  penetrating  the  sound  cuticle  or  skin  of  the  tomato  ;  (2)  that 
the  Maerosporium,  spores,  when  brought  in  contact  with  the  exposed 
tissue  of  either  green  or  ripe  fruit,  produce  the  rot  in  a  very  short 
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time ;  (3)  that  the  Fusarium  will  grow  only  in  fully  ripe  tissues  or 
tissues  which  have  been  partly  disorganized  through  other  agents. 

Vm.  —TREATMENT. 

While  our  present  knowledge  of  the  disease  is  not  sufBcient.to 
warrant  us  in  indicating  any  definite  line  of  treatment,  it  is  probable 
that  the  malady  may  be  prevented  in  a  measure  by  observing  the  fol- 
lowing precautions.  Beginning  in  the  fall  it  would  be  well  to  bum 
all  the  Old  vines,  as  we  have  already  seen  that  the  spores  of  one  of  the 
fungi  at  least  occur  abundantly  on  the  leaves  and  branches. 

All  of  the  old  and  partly  decayed  fruit  should  also  be  burned  or 
buried,  thu5  securing  the  destruction  of  tlie  fungus  in  whatever  form 
it  may  live  over  winter.  It  would  also  be  well  to  avoid  the  excess- 
ive use  of  fresh  stable  manure,  as  our  observations  lead  us  to  believe 
that  the  fruit  on  plants  thus  fertilized  is  much  more  likely  to  crack, 
thereby  opening  a  way  for  the  fungus. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  fruit,  as  a  rule,  is  first  infected  by  the 
spores  of  the  Macrosporivmfi,  which  send  their  slender  germ  tubes 
through  the  minute  fissures  usually  found  at  the  apex  or  blossom 
end  of  the  berry.  After  the  Maorosporium  has  opened  the  way  the 
Fusarium  comes  in  and  assists  in  the  disorganization  of  the  tissues. 
When  practicable,  therefore,  it  would  be  well  to  destroy  the  diseased 
fruits  as  soon  as  they  appear,  thereby  destroying  many  spores  which 
otherwise  might  possibly  infect  adjacent  fruit. 

So  far  as  we  are  aware  there  have  been  no  experiments  under- 
taken to  determine  the  value  of  fungicides  in  combating  this  disease, 
but  by  way  of  trial  a  solution  made  by  dissolving  one-half  an  ounce 
of  sulphuret  of  potassium  to  the  gallon  of  water  might  be  used. 
This  preparation  should  be  applied  by  means  of  a  spraying  appara- 
tus, taking  care  to  thoroughly  wet  all  parts  of  the  fruit.  The  first 
application  should  be  made  when  the  fruit  is  about  half  grown,  re- 
peating the  operation  at  intervals  of  ten  days  until  the  fruit  begins 
to  color. 

The  following  report  embodies  the  results  of  observations  made  on 
this  disease  at  New  Ross,  Ind.,  by  Dr.  Homer  S.  Bowers,  an  agent  of 
the  Section: 

IX.— -REPORT  OP  DR.   H.   S.   BOWERS. 

• 

The  tomato  in  this  section  has  been  remarkably  exempt  from  disease  until  within 
the  last  few  years.  Plants  which  escaped  the  dangers  from  late  spring  or  early 
summer  frosts,  occasional  ravages  of  the  cut-worm,  and  later  attacks  of  the  tomato- 
worm,  were  considered  out  of  danger.  But  this  condition  of  things  is  now  changed, 
for  within  the  last  few  years  another  enemy,  which  seriously  threatens  the  profita- 
ble cultivation  of  this  valuable  fruit,  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  form  of  a  dis- 
ease commonly  known  as  tomato-rot. 

This  disease  usually  appears  at  the  junction  of  the  style  with  the  ovary,  and  is 
first  seen  as  a  brownish  black,  scale  like  spot,  dry  and  somewhat  leathery  in  appear- 
ance, and  sunken  to  some  extent  below  the  surface.  In  a  few  days  it  spread  over 
one-fourth,  or  perhaps  one-half,  the  surface  of  the  fruit,  sometimes  «ztending 
uniformly  around  the  style  scar,  but  at  other  times  developing  idmost  wholly  on 
one  side,  leveling  and  depressing  the  surface  as  it  extends.  ITie  berry  at  the  same 
time  becomes  wilted  and  presents  a  blistered  or  scorched  appearance,  but  at  all 
stages  there  is  a  distinct  contrast  in  color  between  the  sound  and  unsoimd  tissues. 
The  disexised  portions  also  become  shghtly  wrinkled,  and  although  tfiey  were  before 
smooth  and  glabrous,  they  soon  become  glaucous  from  the  growth  of  a  powdery 
fungus,  which  is  always  f oxmd  in  conn^tion  with  the  malady.  This  mold  does  not 
occupy  the  whole  of  tlie  diseased  portions,  but  mottles  the  surface  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  presenting  various  blotches  and  markings,  which  vary  in  color  from 
brown  to  a  dirty  brownish  black. 
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It  attacks  the  fruit  In  all  periods  of  development,  but  preferably  when  from  one- 
tliird  to  one-half  grown,  and  when  it  has  once  made  ite  appearance  it  progresses 
rapidly,  especially  in  those  fruits  attacked  early  in  the  season;  in  a  few  days  the 
vitality  of  the  berry  is  destroyed,  ita  growth  ceases,  and  at  the  same  time  its  color 
changes  to  that  of  the  ripening  fruit 

However  long  or  short  a  time  the  disease  may  continue  during  any  one  growing 
Beason,  it  in  nearly  every  case  begins  on  the  first  fruiting  stems  of  the  plant,  aestroy- 
inff  all  the  fruit  that  forms  on  the  first  one  or  two  clusters,  afterwards  attacking 
om^  a  single  beiTy  here  and  there. 

Little  difference  has  been  noted  in  the  susceptibility  of  the  different  varieties, 
whether  red  or  purple,  smooth  or  corrugated,  and  though  some  slight  exemption 
from  the  rot  is  claimed  for  the  yellow  kinds,  further  proof  is  needed  to  clearly  estab- 
lish it. 

The  annual  loss  in  this  vicinity  for  tlie  last  five  years  has  been  about  83  per  cent, 
of  the  product  of  all  plants  attacked,  or  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  crop.  So  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  discover  the  disease  seems  to  be  pretty  generally  aisseminated 
through  this  part  of  Indiana,  although  there  are  some  localities  of  greater  or  less 
extent  tliat  are  exempt. 

On  the  first  appearance  of  this  disease,  some  five  years  ago,  the  gardener  or  farmer 
whose  plants  were  mostly  allowed  to  take  their  own  course  of  growth  attributed  the 
rot  to  his  own  carelessness  in  neglecting  to  give  his  plants  support  and  to  keep  them 
from  ccmtact  with  the  damp  soil.  A  year  or  two  of-experience  has  eradicated  this 
notion,  for  some  careful  cultivators  who  always  trained  their  plants  and  pruned 
away  all  superabundant  foUage  wei'e  almost  as  heavy  losers  by  tne  disease  as  thoie 
who  gave  no  special  care  to  their  vines. 

The  rot  seems  to  be  most  destructive  where  the  soil  has  been  fertilized  with  un- 
rott»d  stable  manure.  But  one  exception  to  this  was  noted,  in  a  garden  where  the 
•oil,  a  close  clay,  had  not  been  manured  for  s*>veral  years  except  in  one  spot,  where 
the  slops  from  the  house  had  been  thrown.  Here  Uie  loss  was  about  30  per  cent, 
and  the  disease  lasted  until  well  along  in  September.  Tomatoes  grown  in  old  hot- 
beds are  much  more  subject  to  the  disease  than  those  grown  in  ordinary  garden  soil; 
in  fact,  all  the  evidence  \yhich  we  have  been  able  to  gather  leads  us  to  believe  that 
the  use  of  fresh  manure  is  almost  certain  to  be  followed  by  a  severe  attack  of  rot. 
At  the  time  the  disease  first  appeared  in  our  garden,  some  five  years  ago,  we  were 
accustomed  to  manuring  heavily  every  spring  with  stable  manure  only  partially 
rotted,  always  pruning  and  tyinff  the  plsmts  to  branched  stakes.  The  disease  ap- 
peared when  the  first  fruit  formed,  and  continued  until  probablv  the  first  two  fruit- 
mg  clusters  were  cleared,  then  it  ceased.  This  year,  thinking  t1ie  soil  rich  enough, 
we  omitted  to  manure  the  groimd,  and  as  a  result  we  had  but  one  plant  that  pro- 
duced diseased  fruit,  and  this  in  a  garden  where  the  disease  has  held  sway  tor  at 
least  four  years.  As  to  pruning  or  not  pruning,  we  can  not  learn  that  it  affects  the 
case  much  eitlier  wav;  we  believe,  however,  that  pruning  and  tying  to  stakes  or 
treUising  is  to  be  preferred  in  all  cases  to  leaving  the  vines  on  the  ground  or  even 
allowing  them  to  run  on  brush  or  frames  without  pnming. 

In  this  locality  there  has  been  httle  opportunity  f«>r  determining  the  influence  of 
atmospheric  conditions  u])on  the  rot.  Tlie  seasons  have  been  mostly  dry  since  its 
advent  here,  last  summer  (18H7)  exceptionally  so,  with  a  corresponding  high  rcmge 
of  temperature.  What  a  really  wet  season  might  do  for  it  we  have  had  no  means  of 
estimating. 

In  the  following  notes  on  treatment  what  little  has  been  learned  has  been  acquired 
in  a  fortuitous  way  from  observations  of  the  varying  conditions  of  environment  and 
methods  of  culture,  afforded  by  soil,  location,  and  the  various  horticultural  notions 
of  different  persons.  Throughout  this  State  no  line  of  treatment  has  been  under- 
taken, and  the  disease  has  been  generally  considered  by  the  people  as  a  mysterions 
dispensation  of  Providence  and  accepted  with  a  certain  amount  of  resigned  in- 
activity bom  of  a  profound  ignorance  of  the  whole  subject. 

Our  obserraticms  seem  to  indicate  that  soil  containing  fertilizing  material  in  great 
excess  of  the  demands  of  plant  growth,  and  especially  if  it  is  in  a  state  of  active  de- 
composition, greatly  aggravates  the  rot.  In  view  of  this  fact  it  is  probable  that  by- 
applying  manure  to  the  groimd  in  the  fall,  using  well  rott<^d  fertilizers  and  turning 
them  under,  the  disease  may  in  a  measure  be  prevented.  The  application  of  ashes 
will  not  prevent  it;  and  the  throwing  of  slo^  on  the  groimd,  particularly  if  the  soil 
is  heavy,  and  not  often  stirred,  seems  to  invite  the  attacks  of  the  malady.  An  open, 
porous  soil,  rich  in  organic  plant  food  that  has  already  undergone  decomposition,  if 
kept  stirred  deep  enough  to  thoroughlv  aerate  it.  offers  but  a  poor  abiding  place  for 
the  fungus,  and  its  attacks  if  made  will  be  of  short  duration. 
ReajxH^fully, 

H.  S.  Bowers. 

Hon.  N.  J.  COLMAN. 
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3. — A  Disease  of  the  Tomato. 

(Plate  IV.) 

I.— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

In  Docember  last  Mr.  Marcius  Wilson,  of  Vineland,  N.  J.,  sent  to 
the  Department  for  examination  some  diseased  tomato  leaves,  and  in 
a  letter  accompanying  them  he  says: 

I  send  you  a  small  package  of  tomato  leaves  from  our  greenhouses.  We  have 
al)yut  12,000  feet  of  glass,  that  have  been  devoted  chiefly  to  wmter  tomatoes  for 
several  years  jmst.  The  plants  have  aheady  yielded,  this  month,  several  hun- 
dred pounds  of  beautiful  ripe  tomatoes,  and  more  are  coming  on,  but  a  peculiar 
mildew,  which  has  troubled  us  some  before  this,  now  threatens  to  desti-oy  the  vines 
entirely.  The  lower  leaves  of  the  \anes  have  always  been  more  or  less  affected  with 
apparently  the  same  kind  of  mildew  tliat  is  seen  on  tomatoes  out  of  doors,  but  gen- 
erally they  outgrow  it.  The  mildew  under  consideration  attacks  the  leaves  of  the 
terminal  shoots.  It  appears  in  small  dark-colored  spots,  spreads  rapidly,  and  affects 
the  vigor  of  the  plants  much  more  than  the  other  kind. 

We  have  tried  sulphur  on  the  hot-water  pipes,  and  have  dusted  it  over  the  leaves, 
but  without  any  apparent  benefit.  For  the  purpose  principally  of  absorbing  moist- 
ure and  drying  the  atmosphere,  we  have  also  dusted  lime  very  freely  over  the 
plants,  but  nothing  as  yet  has  served  to  check  the  spread  of  the  mildew.  We  are 
now  very  anxious  to  learn  more  about  the  character  and  cause  of  the  species  of 
mildew  l  send  you,  and  eepecially  to  find  a  remedy  for  it.  , 

The  larger  part  of  the  vmes  in  the  houses  are  more  or  leas  affected  by  the  fungus 
seen  on  the  large  leaf  from  the  lower  part  of  the  vines.  This  disease  of  the  lower 
leaves  has  affected  our  plants  for  several  years,  but  the  peculiar  dark  spots  on  the 
terminals  first  made  their  appearance  about  three  wmters  ago.  Occasionally,  es- 
pecially late  in  the  fall  or  early  winter,  a  vine  affected  in  its  terminal  shoots  would 
show  a  black  streak  down  the  stalk  for  a  foot  or  more,  and  large  numbers  of  such 
plants  would  die  in  a  short  time.  This  season  but  few  of  the  vines  have  died,  but 
their  erowth  has  been  seemingly  checked.  The  plants  have  been  kept  very  dry  for 
severm  weeks  past,  and  this  has  i)erhaps  somewhat  checked  the  development  of 
the  fungus,  but  now  we  do  not  see  that  abundant  watering  makes  much  change  in 
the  plants  affected.  A  few  weeks  ago,  during  a  light  fan  of  snow,  which  lasted 
about  twenty-four  hours,  the  fimgus  spread  rapidly,  although  the  houses  were  kept 
about  as  warm  as  usual. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Wilson's  qneries,  it  was  stated  that  the  tomato 
leaves  submitted  for  examination  showed  that  the  vines  were  snffer- 
ing  from  the  attacks  of  a  fungus,  named  Cladosjyorhim  fuhmm*  bv 
Prof.  M.  C.  Cook  in  1883,  from  specimens  sent  him  from  Nortn 
Carolina. 

From  an  account  of  this  fungus  written  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Plowright, 
and  published  in  the  Gardeners^  Chronicle,  October  29,  1887,  it  ap- 
pears that  in  England  the  tomato  vines  have  suffered  from  its  at- 
tacks to  a  greater  degree,  even,  than  in  this  country.  The  fruit,  as 
well  as  the  foliage,  is  subject  to  the  ravages  of  the  jmrasite,  and  to 
illustrate  how  rapidly  it  may  spread,  Mr.  Plowright  makes  the  fol- 
lowing quotation  from  a  letter  from  one  of  his  correspondents: 

Mv  plants  have  been  very  healtfiy  all  the  year.  On  the  16th  I  noticed  a  few  spots 
on  tne  leaves  here  and  there;  on  the  foUowing  day  (17th)  I  took  a  walk  through  the 
houses.  On  examining  the  foliage  the  spots  were  seen  to  be  spreading  very  rapidly. 
By  Monday  morning,  the  19th,  to  my  surprise,  every  plant  in  the  house  was  affected, 
but  not  many  of  the  fruit  showed  it  at  this  time.  To-day  (20th),  however,  I  found 
several  like  the  specimens  sent  herewitli.  I  have  about  six  hundred  young  plants 
in  cucmnber-houses  for  the  winter.  On  looking  ai  these  closely  this  afternoon,  I  see 
that  the  disease  is  making  its  appearance  in  every  house. 


*  Cladfjsporium  fulvwniy  Cke.  Grev.  1883,  p.  32.  Effusiun  fulvum,  lanosum; 
hyphis  erectis,  flexuosLs,  septatls,  nodulosis,  parce  ramosis,  fulvis;  conidiis  ellipticis, 
uniseptatis,  vix  constrictis,  pallide  fulvis,  hyalinus,  10-20  by  4.5yW.  In  foliis  lyoo- 
persici  in  Carolina  Americ»  Borealis.  Ravenel,  No.  599. 
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The  tomato  leaves  submitted  by  Mr.  Wilsou  very  clearly  show  the 
appearance  and  effect  of  the  disease  on  the  foliage.  Brownish,  felted 
spots  of  irregular  size  and  outline  ajjpear  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
leaves  as  a  first  manifestation  of  the  disease;  these  gradually  spread, 
at  the  same  time  corresponding  points  on  the  upper  side  assume  a 
yellowish  color.  As  the  disease  progresses  the  affected  parts  become 
dark-brown  or  nearly  black,  and  as  a  final  result  of  the  action  of  the 
fungus  the  leaves  shrivel  and  dry  up. 

n. — BOTANICAL.  CHARACTERS  OF  THE  FUNGUS. 

[Jnder  the  microscope  it  is  seen  that  the  vegetative  portion  or 
mycelium  of  the  fungus  consists  of  delicate,  colorless,  septate  threads; 
these  are  often  found  penetrating  the  tissues  in  all  directions,  and 
occasionally  overrun  the  surface.  Tlie  reproductive  bodies  or  spores 
are  borne  upon  erect  branches  which  spring  frem  the  mycelium  in 
dense  tufts  (Plate  IV,  Fig.  0),  They  vary  considerably  an  size  and 
shape,  being  oval  or  ellii)tical  when  full  grown,  10  to  18 /x  in  length 
bjr  4to  7  //  in  diameter  (Fig.  10).  They  are  usually  divided  near  the 
middle  by  a  transverse  sei)tum  or  wall.  They  germinate  readily  in 
water  or  moist  air  by  sending  out  one  or  more  slender  germ-tubes, 
which  rapidly  increase  in  length,  soon  developing  into  a  mycelium 
like  that  from  which  they  were  derived  (Fig.  10  a). 

The  hyphsB  are,  as  a  general  thing,  very  irregular  in  length  and 
diameter,  and  are  often  provided  with  tooth-like  or  swollen  projec- 
tions on  the  sides  upon  which  a  chain  of  from  three  to  five  spores  are 
borne  (Fig.  11  a). 

According  to  Dr.  Halsted  *  this  fungus  occurs  abundantly  upon 
the  leaves  of  tomatoes  gi*own  in  open  air  in  the  vicinity  of  Ames, 
Iowa.  In  1883  some  experiments  were  made  at  the  latter  place  to 
determine,  if  possible,  whether  the  spores  from  the  leaves  would, 
when  sown  upon  the  fruit,  produce  rot.  Portions  of  the  affected 
leaves  were  attached  to  healthy,  green  tomatoes;  spores  were  reijioved 
with  a  knife  and  j)laced  in  a  cavity  of  the  stem,  or  on  the  blossom 
end,  according  to  circumstances.  Other  tomatoes  had  a  cross  made 
in  them  with  a  knife  just  through  the  skin,  while  others  with  the 
skin  cut  in  the  same  manner  had  the  spores  of  the  Cladosporium 
placed  on  the  exposed  tissues  of  the  tomato. 

In  two  instances  the  rot  quickly  followed  the  application  of  the 
spores  to  the  green  tomatoes  while  on  the  vines.  In  one  case  the 
decay  was  pronounced,  the  sowing  having  been  made  in  a  depression 
at  the  stem  attachment,  which  was  uppermost.  The  rot  that  ap- 
peared at  this  point  soon  destroyed  the  uerry  and  spread  to  others  in 
contact  with  it.  The  green,  partly  grown  fruit  that  was  removed 
and  left  without  any  treatment  remained  in  a  healthy  condition  for 
along  time.  The  tomatoes  that  were  cut  and  not  sown  with  any 
spores  kept  in  good  form,  and  the  exposed  surfaces  quicklv  seareJi 
over.  The  fruit  with  similar  incisions  and  having  spores  from  the 
leaves  rubbed  upon  it,  soon  began  to  'rot  at  the  cut  surface  and  was 
shortly  decayed  throughout.  In  like  manner  the  tomatoes  having 
two  crosses  began  to  decay  at  the  incisions  sown  with  the  fungus, 
while  those  free  from  the  sj^ores  dried  on  the  surface  and  became 
healed  over. 

With  our  present  limited  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  this  fungus 
it  is  impossible  to  indicate  any  definite  line  of  treatment.     It  is  prob- 

*  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for  the  Pi-omotion  of  Agricultural  Science,  1883,  p.  42. 
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able,  however,  that  we  may  succeed  in  saving  tomato  pllants  grown 
under  glass  by  spraying  the  foliage  with  a  solution  of  sulj)hurpt  of 
potassium,  one-half  an  ounce  of  potassium  to  the  gallon  of  water. 

To  be  effective  this  preparation  should  be  appliea  frequently — say 
once  every  ten  days — beginning  when  the  plants  are  small  and  before 
they  become  crowded.  In  no  case  should  the  spraying  be  deferred 
until  the  fungus  has  made  its  appearance,  as  it  will  then  be  too  late 
to  produce  any  beneficial  results.  The  fungus  is  more  likely  to  at- 
tack plants  under  glass  which  liavo  been  subjected  to  sudden  changes 
of  temperature  such  as  mav  be  caused  in  winter  by  the  fires  becom- 
ing low  or  too  much  ventilation  during  cold,  and  especially  windy 
weather.  Care  should  be  taken,  tliereforo,  to  keep  the  temperature 
as  nearly  even  as  possible,  and  as  tomatoes  require  considerable  heat 
this  is  quite  a  difficult  task,  especially  in  the  North. 

4. — Brov^tn-rot  of  the  Cherry. 

Monilia  frxictigena,  Pers. 

(Plates  V,  VI.) 

I. — GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

of  all  the  diseases  that  affect  the  cultivated  cherry  the  one  hero 
designated  as  Brown-rot  is  without  doubt  the  most  wide-spread  and 
de:-4tructive.  This  malady  occurs  throughout  the  entire  country,  and 
tlH3  losses  resulting  from  its  attacks  are  frequently  very  great.  From 
the  information  which  we  have  been  able  to  gather  from  various 
sources  we  infer  that  while  nearly  all  fruit-growers  are  familiar 
with  the  effects  of  this  disease  there  are  few  who  know  its  cause. 

Mycologists,  however,  have  known  for  a  long  time  that  it  is  due 
t  :>  the  presence  of  a  minute  parasitic  fundus  which,  owing  to  its  wide 
distribution,  together  with  the  fact  that  it  occurs  upon  quite  a  num- 
ber of  pomaceous  and  other  fruits,  has  received  many  names.* 

The  first  account  of  the  fungus  woi*thy  'of  note  was  published  in 
1879  by  Von  Tbiimen  in  his  Fungi  Pomlcoli.\  In  1885  it  was  again 
made  the  '^>iibjecfc  of  a  paper  by  W.  G.  Smith  in  the  Gardeners^ 
Chronide,X  and  the  same  year  Frof .  J.  C.  Arthur  published  a  de- 
tailed description  of  its  habits  in  the  fourth  report  or  the  New  York 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  §  It  is  held  tty  some  mycologists 
that  it  occurs  only  upon  fruits  which  have  previously  been  injured 
by  insects  or  other  agents,  but  careful  investigations  have  snown 
the  fallacy  of  this,  for  it  is  known  that  the  parasite  attacks  not  only 
sound  and  immature  fruit,  but  often  destroys  leaves,  flowers,  and 
even  young  branches.  || 

*A{frosporium  fructfgemimy  Pers.,  Oospora  Candida,  WaUr.,  Oidium  Wallrothii, 
Thnm.,  uuliumfructigenum.  E.  &  K.,etc. 

t  Page  22. 

i  Page  52. 

S  Page  280. 

I  Von  Thuiyeu(Fun;^  Pomicoli,  p.  23)  asserts  that  the  fungus  really  possesses  anti- 
septic qualities.  According  to  his  statement  pears  thoroughly  covered  with  the 
fungus  will  remain  for  weeks  upon  moist  ground  without  decaying,  whereas  those 
free  from  tlie  parasite  show  signs  of  deconiposition  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  when 
exposed  to  similar  conditions.  HaUier  (Wiener  Obst-imd  Gartenztg.,  1876,  p.  117) 
explains  this  by  assuming  that  the  Monilia  prevents  the  access  of  yeast  fungi  and 
other  agents  of  rai>id  decay. 
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n.— EXTERNAL  OHARACTEES. 

On  the  flowers, — The  fungus  makes  its  appearance  on  ftie  flowers 
soon  after  or  about  the  time  tlie  petals  fall.  At  first  a  slight  discol- 
oration appears  at  a  given  point;  this  rapidly  increases  in  size  until 
at  length  the  entire  flower  assumes  a  brownish  hue. 

After  killing  the  flower  the  fungus  frequently  attacks  the  pedicels 
where  it  produces  similar  discolorations  to  those  described  above. 
The  dead  flowers  usually  remain  on  the  tree  for  three  or  four  weeks, 
then  if  the  weather  is  wet  they  be^n  falling,  and  as  they  consist  at 
this  time  of  a  soft  mass  of  rotten  tissue  they  stick  to  any  part  of  the 
tree  with  which  they  come  in  contact.  Many  fall  upon  the  leaves 
and  young  fruit  and  become  so  firmly  attached  that  no  ordinary  rain 
or  wind  will  remove  them  (Plate  V,  Fig.  3  c  c). 

Careful  experiments  have  shown  that  the  rotting  flowers  are  highly 
infectious,  and  tliat  wherever  they  touch  the  leaves  or  fruit  decay  sete 
iiL 

On  the  leaves, — Here  the  presence  of  the  fungus  is  first  made  mani- 
fest by  a  slight  discoloration  of  the  tissue  around  the  point  or  infec- 
tion; this  gradually  enlarges  and  at  the  same  time  the  normal  healthy 
freen  color  changes  to  reddish-brown.  The  diseased  spots  are  visi- 
le on  both  sides  of  the  leaf,  being,  however,  usually  morb  distinct 
upon  the  upper  surface.  They  have  no  regular  shape  and  their  out- 
line is  not,  a?  a  rule,  sharply  defined  (Plate  V,  Figs.  1,  2).  During 
wet  weather  the  spots  on  the  upper  surface  are  frequently  studded 
with  little  tufts  of  the  fungus;  these  usually  have  a  mealy  or  pul- 
verulent appearance,  and  are  easily  washed  off  by  rain  or  removed 
by  the  wind. 

On  the  fruit. — As  in  the  case  of  the  leaves,  the  fruit  is  often  in- 
fected by  means  of  the  diseased  flowers.  At  first  there  appears  a 
brownisn  circular  spot  on  one  side  of  the  cherry;  this  rapidly  enlarges 
and  soon  the  entire  fruit  becomes  brown,  shrunken,  and  soft.  Ulti- 
mately the  stalk  which  supports  the  fruit  is  attacked,  and  finally  the 
whole,  the  stalk  and  the  fruit,  either  falls  to  the  ground  and  dries 
up,  or  remains  hanging  on  the  tree  throughout  the  summer,  or,  as 
frequently  happens,  until  the  following  sprmg  (Fig.  3  a).  The  fruit 
is  oiten  covered  with  tufts  of  the  fungus  similar  to  those  occurring 
upon  the  leaves,  and  while  in  this  condition  they  are  highly  infec- 
tious* causing  all  the  fruit  with  which  they  come  in  contact  to  rot. 

m.— BOTANICAL  CHARACTERS. 

The  fungus  consists  of  a  vegetative  portion  or  mycelium  and  spores 
or  reproductive  bodies. 

Myceliv/m, — The  mycelium  traverses  the  tissues  of  the  fruit,  leaves, 
or  flowers,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  all  directions;  and  under  its  action 
the  external  effects  described  above  are  produced.  In  addition  to  the 
cherry  the  mycelium  was  examined  in  the  peach  and  apple.  In  the 
peach  it  is  thin- walled,  septate,  of  varying  diameter,  ana  its  contents 
are  filled  with  vacuoles  (Plate  VI,  Fig.  4).  This  was  found  mainly 
between  tlie  cells,  but  in  some  cases  it  seemed  to  have  |)enetratea 
them.  The  cells,  however,  were  everywhere  permeated  tvith  a  very 
fine  mycelium  (Fig.  3),  and  in  one  or  two  cases  this  seemed  to  be 
continuous  with  the  coarser  kind. 

In  the  fresh  apple  this  coarser,  thin-walled  mycelium  was  also 
found,  but  in  a  dried  specimen  the  appearance  was  totally  different. 
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In  the  latter  case  the  mycelium  between  the  cells  was  very  thick- 
walled,  so  that  the  contents  appeared  like  a  fine  thread  running 
through  the  center  (Fig.  2)  and  not  occupying  more  than  one-sixth 
the  diameter  of  the  threaa.  The  walls  had  a  shining,  white  ajjpear- 
ance,  making  the  mycelium  very  prominent  wherever  it  occurred. 
This  was  not  seen  in  the  cells,  but  both  inside  and  outside  there  was 
an  abundance  of  the  fine  mycelium  already  described,  which  has 
about  the  diameter  of  the  contents  of  the  large  filaments,  and  walls 
that  are  scarceljr  visible. 

Where  the  epidermis  is  separated  from  the  tissue  by  the  pressure 
of  the  stroma  at  the  base  of  the  fruiting  tufts  there  is  often  a  trian^- 
gular  empty  space  entirely  around  the  stroma,  and  this  space  con- 
tains great  numbers  of  these  fine  threads.  The  union  of  these  with 
the  coarser  threads  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  latter  may  be  seen 
to  run  out  into  the  fine  threads  (Fig.  2  b).  The  transition  is  not 
gradual;  the  walls  suddenly  disappear  and  only  the  contents  seem  to 
be  continued,  but  careful  focussing  will  show  that  the  walls  are  really 
present  but  so  thin  as  not  to  be  seen  readily.  In  two  cases  what 
seemed  to  be  the  passage  of  the  mycelium  into  the  ceirwas  observed. 
The  appearance  is  shown  in  Fig.  2  a.  Directly  opposite  the  point 
where  tne  coarse  mycelium  comes  in  contact  with  tne  cell  wall  is  a 
smalL  round  hole  just  large  enough.for  one  of  the  fine  threads  to  pass 
through. 

The  union  of  either  the  fine  or  coarse  threads  with  the  stroma  was  not 
followed  out,  but  both  are  very  numerous  all  aroimd  it.  The  stroma 
is  composed  at  the  base  of  thin- walled  pseudo-parenchyma  that  merges 
into  parallel  threads  having  the  same  structure  as  the  thin- walled 
mycelium  of  the  fresh  peach  and  apple.  These  hyphse  push  up  through 
the  epidermis  (Fig.  1).  branch  and  diverge,  and  finally  eacn  bean^a 
chain  of  spores;  tne  cnain  of  spores  may  also  branch.  The  spores 
multiply  from  the  end  of  the  chain  so  that  the  terminal  one  is  the 
youngest. 

Spores, — The  spores  are  one-celled,  colorless,  and  filled  with  a  gran- 
ular protoplasm  (Figs.  5,  7).  Their  shape  differs  a  little  on  different 
hosts,  but  they  may  generally  be  described  as  oval.  They  germinate 
readily  in  moist  air  or  water,  producing  a  germ  filament  which  is 
filled,  with  a  granular  substance  like  the  spores  and  contains  occasional 
septa  (Figs.  5,  6). 

The  germ-tubes  from  isolated  spores  often  grow  to  a  considerable 
length  before  branches  are  formea ;  this  ultimately  takes  place,  how- 
ever, and  by  continual  growth  the  tubes  finally  develop  into  a  myce- 
lium which  does  not  differ  from  that  found  in  the  diseased  tissues. 
When  several  spores  in  close  proximity  germinate,  the  tubes  there- 
from often  coalesce  with  one  another  in  the  following  manner  :  the 
tips  of  lateral  branches  sent  out  from  the  main  tiibes  come  in  contact 
with  each  other,  and  where  this  occurs  the  walls  of  each  disappear 
and  the  now  united  branches  consist  of  a  continuous  tube  holding 
the  main  filaments  together  (Fig.  5).  Frequently  a  lateral  branch 
comes  in  contact  with  tne  main  tube  from  another  spore,  and  in  such 
cases  the  walls  of  each — the  main  tube  and  the  branch— disappear 
and  a  complete  union  is  thus  effected. 

The  spores  are  capable  of  retaining  their  vitality  for  a  long  time: 
specimens  collected  m  July,  1886,  furnished  spores  which  germinated 
in  May,  1888. 

Spores  from  cherries  which  had  hung  on  the  tree  for  a  year  germi- 
nated readily  in  moist  air,  and  when  sown  upon  the  young  leaves  and 
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flowers  they  soon  developed  to  such  extent  as  to  produce  the  charac- 
teristic discolorations. 

In  order  to  test  the  effect,  if  any,  of  sulphate  of  copi)er  and  liver 
of  sulphur  upon  the  germination  of  the  spores,  the  latter  were  sown 
in  solutions  of  these  substances  having  various  strengths.  It  was 
found  that  a  one-fifth  per  cent,  solution  of  copper  was  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  spores  from  germinating.  A  one  per  cent,  solution  black- 
ened and  shriveled  the  spores  to  such  an  extent  that  they  were  scarcely 
recognizable.  The  copj)er  solution  seems  to  destroy  the  vitality  of 
the  spores  entirely,  as  the  latter  rarely  germinate  after  being  ex- 
posed a  very  short  time  to  the  action  of  the  substances.  Liver  of  sul- 
phur gave  practically  the  same  results  as  the  sulphate  of  co^>per; 
some  of  the  spores  germinated  in  a  one-fifth  per  cent,  solution  ot  this 
substance,  and  further  investigation  showed  that  very  few  developed 
in  a  one-twentieth  per  cent,  solution. 

IV.— TREATMENT. 

A  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  habits  of  the  fungus  of  brown-rot 
enables  us  to  suggest  several  methods  of  combating  it.  In  the  first 
place  the  fi-uit  killed  by  the  parasite,  whether  cherries,  apples,  or 
peaches,  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  tree  oyer  winter  as 
we  have  already  seen  that  every  one  of  the  apparently  lifeless  fruits 
harbors  many  thousand  spores.  As  soon,  tnerefore,  as  the  leaves 
have  fallen  all  of  the  shriveled  fruit  should  be  removed  from  the 
tree  and  destroyed  either  by  burning  or  burying.  It  would  also  be 
well  to  burn  all  the  old  leaves,  twigs,  and  fruit  tnat  may  have  accu- 
mulated beneath  the  trees. 

It  is  very  jjrobable  that  many  spores  of  the  fungus  live  over  winter 
in  the  crevices  of  the  bark,  and  m  order  to  destroy  these  the  trees 
should  be  sprayed  in  the  spring,  before  the  buds  have  commenced  to 
expand,  with  a  solution  made  by  dissolving  4  pounds  of  sulphate  of 
iron  in  5  or  6  gallons  of  water.  About  the  tirne  the  flowers  are  open- 
ing the  trees  should  again  be  sprayed,  this  time  using  a  solution  of 
suTphuret  of  potassium,  one-half  ounce  of  the  potassium  to  the 
gallon  of  water.  A  second  application  of  this  solution  should  be 
made  at  about  the  time  the  cherries  are  beginning  to  form,  repeating 
the  operation  at  intervals  of  two  weeks  until  the  fruit  begins  to  color. 

For  applying  the  foregoing  preparations  a  good  force-pump  fitted 
with  spraying-nozzles  is  required.  The  Nixon  pumps  and  nozzles 
manufactured  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  will  probably  be  found  as  cheap  and 
efficient  as  any  in  the  market  for  this  purpose.  These  machines, 
together  with  others  designed  for  similar  work,  have  been  quite  fully 
described  by  Professor  Riley  in  a  number  of  preceding*  reports  of 
this  Department. 

5.— The  Powdery  Mildew  of  the  Cherry. 

Podosp7i(Bra  oxycantha  (D.  C),  DeBgjry. 
(Plate  VII.) 

I. — GENERAL    REMARKS. 

Among  the  parasitic  fungi  which  attack  cultivated  plants  the 
powdery  mildews  or  Erysiphea^  hold  a  prominent  j^Ihcg:  the  native 
vegetation  is  also  mucli  infested  with  them  and  it  is  very  y3rol)able  th.-it 

*  Annual  Report  1881-83;  Bulletin  No.  10  Entomological  Division,  p.  57. 
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in  many  cases  tliey  have  been  transferred  from  thjo  latter  to  the 
former.  Like  manv  of  the  members  of  this  group  the  powdery  mildew 
of  the  cherry  attacts  plants  belonging  to  several  genera,  and  it  is  also 
somewhat  variable  in  its  microscopic  characters.  These  facts  have 
led  botanists  to  give  it  a  number  or  names. 

History. — It  was  first  named  and  described  by  De  CandoUe,* 
who  found  the  species  on  the  hawthorn  (Cratcegus  oxrjcantha)  and 
calle<l  it  Erysiphe  axycanthcB.  Later  DeBary  f  with  a  different  un- 
derstanding of  the  genus  changed  the  name  to  Podosphcera  oxycan- 
tha,  Wallroth,t  a  German  botanist,  described  the  same  fungus  on 
the  species  of  Prunus  (cherry)  as  Alphitomorpha  trydadylay  and  De 
Barj^g  afterwards  made  this  name  PodosphcBra  frydactyla.  The 
form  ou  the  hucklebeny  ( Vaccinium)  was  also  described  as  distinct 
and  named  PodosphcBra  myrtillina  (Schubert)  Kunze.  The  form  on 
Spirea  was  considered  a  good  species  and  named  PodosphcBra  minoi- 
by  Howe.  ||  Earle,  in  a  revision  of  the  American  forms  of  Podo- 
sphcBra and  a  comparison  of  the  European  has  shownT[  that  all  these 
belong  to  one  widely  variable  species  whose  characters  nevertheless 
are  as  well  defined  as  several  other  species  of  the  group.  Still  later 
Miss  Martha  Merry**  demonstrated  that  the  so-called  Microsphatra 
fulvofulcra  described  by  Cook  from  California  specimens  on  Spirea, 
is  identical  with  the  form  on  the  same  genus  of  host  plants  called  by 
Howe  Podosphcera  minor.  In  the  selection  of  the  name  for  the  spe- 
cies as  a  whole  the  oldest  available  name,  Podosphcera  oxycantha,  the 
one  for  the  form  on  Cratcegits,  was  chosen. 

Host  plants  and  distribution. — This  fungus  occurs  commonly  in 
the  eastern  and  central  portions  of  the  United  States,  and  is  reported 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  California. 

Young  cherrv  trees  are  the  chief  sufferers  from  its  attacks,  but  it 
also  does  considerable  harm  to  the  peach  and  to  young  apple  trees  in 
the  nursery,  and  occasionally  seriously  injures  the  quince.  It  is  of 
very  common  occurrence,  but  fortunately  does  not  usually  get  under 
headway  until  the  trees  have  made  their  growth  and  are  past  serious 
iniury.  The  fungus  has  been  found  on  the  following  host  plants, 
all  of  the  order  Rosacese,  except  the  species  of  Vaccinium  and  per- 
simmon: 

Red  cherrv  (Pruntis  cer(xsus\  Garden  plum  (P.  domestica),  Wild 
red  cherry  (P.  Pennsylvanica),  ft  Wild  red  and  yellow  plum  (P. 
Americana)^  Small  bird-cherry  (P.  padus),  Sloe  or  blackthorn  (P. 
spinosa,  P.  demissa),  Choke  cherry  (P.  Virginiana),  Peach  (P.per- 
stca),  Apple  (Pirns  mahis),  Crab  apple  (P.  coronaria),  Quince  (Cy- 
donia),  English  Hawthorn  (Cratcegus  oxycantha),  Hardback  (Spirea 
tomentosa).  Meadow  sweet  (S.  salicifolia),  Douglas's  Meadow  sweet 
(S.  Douglasii),  Shad-bush  (Amelanchier  Canadensis),  Blueberry 
(Vaccinium myrtiUuSy  V.  uHginosum),  Persimmon  (Diospyrus  Vir- 
giniana).XX 

*  Flore  Franc,  VI,  p.  106^     "^  ~      ^~~ 

tBeitra^eni,p.  48. 

i  Flore  Crypt.  Germ.,  Ill,  p.  758. 

SBeitragein,  p.  48. 

I  BuUettn  of  Torrey  Botanical  Club,  V,  p.  8. 

U  Botanical  Gazette,  IX,  p.  24. 

♦♦Botanical  Gazette,  IXI,  p.  189. 

tf  Found  bv  tlie  writer  on  this  host  in  Illinois,  September,  1888. 

ti  Rose,  J.  N.    Botanical  Gazette,  XI,  p.  61. 
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n.— EZTEBNAL  0HAKA0TEB8. 

The  disease  has  been  observed  in  Missouri  as  early  as  the  let  of 
June,*  but  usually  it  does  not  develop  sufficiently  to  attract  attention 
until  July.  During  the  latter  part  of  summer  and  autumn  it  reaches 
its  greatest  development.  It  is  first  noticeable  on  the  young  leaves 
and  tender  shoots  as  small,  rounds  or  irregular,  whitish  olotches  hav- 
ing a  radiated  appearance.  The  spots  soon  spread  and  run  together, 
covering  indefinite  portions  of  the  foliage  or  more  often  running 
over  the  entire  leaf.  As  the  fungus  spreads  the  radiated  appearance 
disapi>ears.  The  threads  meantime  branch  profusely  and  cross  each 
other  in  all  directions,  forming  an  even  white  felt  which  may  be  very 
thin  or  so  dense  as  to  entirely  conceal  the  green  color  of  the  leaf. 
The  denser  portions  then  become  covered  with  a  whitish  powder,  and 
still  later  the  threads  give  rise  to  minute,  black,  spherical  bodies 

i'ust  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  The  fungus  grows  on  both  sides  of 
he  leaf,  in  some  cases  indifferently  on  either  surface,  but  usually  a 
decided  preference  is  shown  for  but  one.  On  one  tree  the  upper 
side  of  the  leaves  will  be  badly  infested  while  the  imder  side  will 
have  scarcely  a  trace  of  it;  anotner  tree,  perhaps  in  the  same  orchard, 
and  only  a  few  feet  away,  will  be  badly  mildewed  on  the  under  side 
with  little  on  the  upper.  Frequently  the  black  spherical  fruits  of 
the  fimgus  are  found  abundantly  on  the  leaves,  usually  the  under 
side,  with  only  a  very  scanty  development  of  the  white  threads. 
From  this  condition  very  little  damage  results  to  the  plant,  and  it  does 
not  present  the  characteristic  mildewed  api)earance.  Pro  oably  in  this 
instance  the  leaf  is  pretty  well  matured  before  the  fungus  attacks  it. 
On  the  other  hand  the  i)rincipal  damage  to  fruit  trees  results  from 
the  attacks  on  the  growing  tips  and  young  leaves.  Here  the  coat- 
ing of  the  fungus  is  usually  quite  pronounced  and  the  mealy  ap- 
pearance mentioned  above  is  most  prominent.  This  most  destructive 
form  of  the  fungus  usually  bears  but  a  few  of  the  spherical  spore 
cases  and  often  fails  to  produce  any  before  frosts  put  an  end  to  the 
season's  growth. 

ra,— BOTANICAL  CHABACTERS, 

The  white  felt  which  creeps  over  the  surface  of  the  leaves  is  the 
vegetative  portion  or  plant  body  of  the  parasite.  It  consists  of 
slender,  branching,  septate,  white  threads,  and  is  termed  the  myce- 
lium. These  filaments  are  about  4m*  in  diameter.  They  do  not  pene- 
trate the  host,  but  send  down  small  suckers,  called  haustoria  {Fis,  6), 
into  the  epidermal  cells.  The  fungus  is  entirely  destitute  of  chloro- 
phyll and  depends  wlioUy  on  the  plant  upon  which  it  grows  for  its  sup- 
port. The  haustoria  absorb  the  juices  from  the  host  cells  and  trans- 
mit the  material  to  the  mycelium  where  it  is  used  in  the  development 
of  the  fungus.  As  the  development  of  the  parasite  proceeds  certain 
rather  thicK  branches  called  conidiophores  arise  from  the  mycelium 
and  assume  a  vertical  position.  A  transverse  partition  forms  near 
the  end  of  a  branch,  and  the  cell  so  isolated  becomes  somewhat 
rounded,  and  finally  falls  off.  The  spore  thus  formed  is  called  a 
conidium  (Fig.  4  c  d).  In  the  mean  time  similar  partitions  have  been 
forming  successively  from  the  end  of  the  filament  downward,  so  that 
conidia  occur  in  all  stages  of  formation  and  give  to  the  conidiophore 

a  moniliform  appearance  (Fig.  4).  _^____ 

♦Galloway.  *OnG  // csyf^tt  of  an  inoh* 
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Some  of  the  conidia  reach  a  suitable  place  for  germination  and 
start  the  fungus  in  a  new  place.  As  the  conidia  are  exceedingly 
small  they  are  carried  about  by  currents  of  air  or  by  insects  to  ad- 
joining trees. 

These  spores  serve  for  the  rapid  spread  of  the  f uneus  during  sum- 
mer. Later  in  the  season,  usually  during  summer,  tne  dark  colored 
spore-bearing  bodies  called  perithecia  develop  at  points  where  two 
filaments  cross.  Like  the  seeds  of  higher  plants  their  development 
is  the  result  of  an  act  of  fertilization. 

The  young  sporocarp  or  perithecium  is  colorless,  or  nearly  so,  but 
as  it  grows  larger  it  becomes  yellowish,  finally  brownish,  and  when 
mature  it  is  very  dark  brown  or  nearly  black  and  opaque. 

The  fully  developed  perithecium  (Fig.  1)  is  spherical  when  viewed 
from  above,  but  the  side  toward  the  leaf  is  much  flattened,  so  that 
the  object  represents  slightly  more  than  half  a  sphere.  The  surface 
is  covered  with  numerous  reticulations  which  indicate  the  cells  of 
which  it  is  made  up.  Each  cell  is  rounded  outward,  so  that  the  peri- 
thecium is  covered  with  hemispherical  protuberances  or  blunt  conical 
projections.  From  some  of  the  cells  of  the  upper  part  of  the  peri- 
thecium arise  peculiar  outgrowths  or  appendages,  characteristic  of 
the  Erysiphece.  They  are  septate,  that  is,  consist  of  several  cells,  the 
lower  of  which  are  tinted  brown  while  the  upper  and  longer  cell  is 
colorless.  This  ends  in  a  peculiar  dichotomously  branched  tip  (Fig. 
2).  While  many  of  the  appendages  are  highly  developed  and  several 
times  branched,  others  have  this  character  but  slightly  developed,  or 
entirely  wanting,  and  end  in  a  blunt  point.  The  appendages  vary  in 
number  from  eight  to  twenty;  sometimes  there  ai*e  only  three  or  four. 
They  are  usually  arranged  in  a  circle  around  the  upper  part  of  the 
perithecium,  but  are  sometimes  clustered  at  the  top  and  extend  up- 
ward in  an  oblique  direction.  The  perithecium  contains  a  single, 
large,  transparent  spore  sack  (Fig.  3  a)  called  an  ascus,  in  which  may 
be  seen  eight  elliptical  ascospores  (Fig.  3  6).  With  the  exception  of 
the  thin  places  in  the  walls  of  the  asci  at  each  end  there  is  no  provis- 
ion for  the  escape  of  the  spores  except  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  peri- 
thecia the  following  spring  from  decay. 

Little  has  been  ascertained  concerning  the  germination  of  these 
spores  or  the  processes  by  which  the  fungus  first  starts  on  the 
leaf. 

In  many  of  the  specimens  examined  small  bodies  wore  found  re- 
sembling perithecia,  but  more  delicate,  thinner  walled,  lighter  col- 
ored, and  made  up  of  smaller  cells  (Fig.  6).  These  are  not  of  a 
constant  size  or  shape,  but  were  usually  ovate  or  elliptical,  and  under 
pressure  discharge  from  the  apex  numerous  small  elliptical  spores 
(Fig.  6).  They  were  supposed  for  a  long  time  to  be  a  part  of  the 
fungus,  that  is,  one  kind  of  its  spore-producing  bodies,  but  are  now 
known  to  be  a  parasite  on  the  mildew.  We  have  here,  then,  a  case  of 
a  parasitic  fungus  growing  on  another  parasitic  fungus.  This  par- 
asite was  first  discovered  by  Cessati,  who  found  it  in  connection  with 
the  grape  mildew,  and  called  it  Ampelomyces  (juaquaJi^f  This 
opinion  was  overruled  and  the  fungus  was  considered  one  of  the 
fruiting  forms  of  the  mildew  until  DeBary  investigated  it  and  dem- 
onstrated that  it  was  a  parasite  on  the  mildew  and  not  a  part  of  it. 
DeBary  named  it  Chwinoholus  Cessaiii,  It  occurs  on  various 
species  of  Erysiphen^,  and  was  found  quite  commonly  on  the  speci- 
mens of  Podospticera  examined.     In  one  instance  a  leaf  supposed 
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to  be  covered  with  the  perithecia  of  Podosphcera  showed  upon  exam- 
ination only  the  smaller,  lighter-colored  perithecia  of  Cincinoholus, 
In  many  instances  it  doubtless  greatly  prevents  the  spread  of  the 
mildew. 

Conditions  foAxyrina  the  development  of  the  fungus. — The  members 
of  this  family  thrive  best  during  warm,  dry  weatner,  and  the  species 
under  consideration  seems  to  be  no  exception  to  the  rule,  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley  vegetation  suffered  greatly  from  drought  dur- 
ing the  years  1887  and  1888,  and  in  consequence  the  mildews  had  an 
unusual  oppoHunity  for  development.  In  the  latter  year  the  cherry 
fungus  was  very  abundant  in  Illinois,  doing  considerable  damage  to 
young  trees.  A  light  rain,  giving  the  conidia  a  chance  to  germi- 
nate, followed  by  a  long,  dry  spell,  is  probably  the  best  time  tor  the 
fungus  to  develop.  On  the  otlier  hand  seasonable  rains  and  other 
conditions  favoring  the  proper  growth  of  vegetation  are  probably 
the.  conditions  least  favorable  to  the  parasite.  It  is -a  question 
whether  the  greater  development  of  the  mildews  duiing  a  dr  jr  season 
is  due  to  the  direct  action  of  these  conditions  on  the  fungus  itself ,  or 
whether  the  explanation  is  to  be  found  in  the  weakenea  vitality  of 
the  host.  Both  these  influences  must  probably  bo"  taken  into  ac- 
count. Plant  parasites,  however,  have  a  way  of  ajmearing  very 
abundantly  in  certain  seasons  ^nd  in  certain  places  without  any  evi- 
dent reason. 

v.— TREATMENT, 

On  account  of  their  manner  of  growth,  which  as  we  have  seen  is 
almost  entirely  on  the  outside  of  the  leaves,  the  pow.-ery  mildews 
are  easily  reached  and  destroyed  by  fungicides.  So  far  as  we  arc 
aware  no  experiments  have  been  made  with  the  view  of  finding  a 
remedy  for  the  species  under  consideration,  but  as  the  powdery  mil- 
dews are  much  alike  in  their  structure  and  mode  of  growth  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  the  treatment  would  be  similar  for  all. 

Sulphur,  as  is  well  known,  has  been  successfully  used  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  powdery  mildew  of  the  grape  and  rose,  and  it  would  no 
doubt  be  a  successful  remedy  for  this  species.  The  material  must  be 
in  a  finely  powdered  condition  and  be  dusted  over  the  diseased 
parts. 

From  the  numerous  liquid  fungicides  the  following  have  been 
selected  as  most  suitable  for  use  in  this  case,  principally  on  account 
of  their  success  in  combating  the  mildew  on  the  grape  and  rose. 
They  are  recommended  in  the  order  in  which  the}^  are  given,  and 
should  all  be  applied  to  the  plants  in  the  form  of  a  fine  spray. 

Stdphuret  of  potassium  (Potassium  sulphide). — Simple  solution  in 
water.  About  one-half  ounce  to  the  gallon.  Experiments  conducted 
by  the  Section  this  year  (1888)  show  conclusively  that  this  remedy 
will  not  only  prevent  the  powdery  mildew  of  the  grape  but  will  de- 
stroy it  when  under  l^eadway.  At  th^  New  York  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station  during  the  present  year  Mr.  E.  S.  Qoff  has  found  it 
successful  in  the  treatment  of  the  gooseberry  mildew. 

Liquid  grison, — Prepared  by  boiling  6  pounds  of  sulphur  and  3 
pounds  of  lime  in  6  gallons  of  water  until  the  whole  is  reduced  to  2 
gallons.  Allow  to  settle;  pour  off  the  clear  liquid  and  bottle  it 
until  used.  For  use  mix  one  part  of  the  liquid  with  one  hundred 
parts  of  water. 
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6.— Leaf-Blight  and  Cracking  of  the  Pear. 

EnUymosporivmi  vmcvlatum,  Jj6y. 

(Plates  vin,  rx.) 

L—OENERAL  OBSERVATIONS,  ETC. 

During  the  past  year  the  Section  has  received  many  inquiries  con- 
cerning a  disease  long  known  to  horticulturists  as  ''  leaf -blight "  or 
"scald  "of  the  pear  tree.  It  is  quite  distinct  from  the  ordinary 
**  l)ear-blight "  and  affects  the  fruit  and  wood  as  well  as  the  leaves. 
It  is  extremely  destructive  in  some  parts  of  the  country  and  merits 
special  attention. 

Effects  and  losses. — In  this  connection  some  extracts  from  corro- 
sx)ondence  may  be  of  interest. 

Letter  from  W.  W.  Thompson,  Smithville,  Ga.,  May  28,  1888  : 

The  trees  (Le  Conte)  are  five  years  old  and  15  feet  high,  set  in  a  circle  15  feet  in 
diameter  containing  twenty-one  trees.  Nearly  all  the  leaves  have  dropped  from 
one-third  of  the  trees,  yet  the  wood  looks  sound  and  green.  I  find  the  disease  is  ex- 
tending round  the  circle. 

J6id.,  July24: 

So  far  the  disease  is  limited,  though  I  find  it  more  extensive  now  than  a  few 
months  previous.  It  has  extended  to  a  slight  degree  to  my  regular  orchard.  On 
some  trees  a  portion  of  the  lower  leaves  have  fallen,  and  in  several  cases  several 
lunbs  are  as  bare  as  in  the  fcJl,  but,  as  I  nave  said,  this  is  only  to  a  limited  extent. 

Ibid.,  October  31: 

The  spotted  leaves  have  increased  very  much  since  I  first  wrote  you.  The  fruit  is  not 
iniured  nor  are  the  trees  to  any  extent  except  in  ^owth  and  appearance.  Last  year 
I  did  not  notice  it  at  all  here  but  did  in  Thomasville,  and  I  have  been  there  this  sum- 
mer and  find  it  on  most  of  the  trees  in  the  town,  more  than  in  the  country.  Some 
were  nearly  leafless  in  August.  *  *  *  The  young  leaves  within  12  inches  from 
the  end  of  the  limb  do  not  seem  to  be  affected.  *  *  *  Trees  about  towns  and 
homes  seem  to  be  the  worst,  though  I  have  seen  even  the  center  of  my  orchard  af- 
fected; in  fact  all  the  trees  are  diseased  to  some  extent,  but  most  of  them  on  the 
lower  leaves  only.  When  badly  affected  the  leaves  fall  two  months  or  more  too 
early. 

Letter  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Earle,  Cobden,  111. : 

The  premature  falling  of  the  leaves  due  to  the  attacks  t>f  the  Leaf  Blight  fungus 
often  causes  great  damage.  I  have  seen  an  orchard  of  8,000  Louis  Bonne  trees  as 
bare  by  the  4th  of  July  from  this  cause  as  they  should  have  been  by  Christmas.  The 
fall  rains  brought  out  a  new  set  of  leaves,  and  such  fruit  buds  as  were  already  formed 
bloomed,  thus  destroying  the  chances  for  a  crop  the  following  year. 

Letter  from  Col.  A.  W.  Pearson,  Vineland,  N.  J.,  October  25, 1888: 

•   The  leaves  have  all  fallen  except  those  of  the  Kieffer  pear.    *    *    *    Other  varie- 
ties of  pear  infested  with  the  diseasie  are  denuded  of  their  leaves  f uUy  six  weeks  be- 
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fore  frost.  *  *  *  I  think  that  witli  tjiose  sorts  worat  aiff ected  the  damage  in  this 
region  amounts  to  75  per  cent.  It  is  an  injury  difficult  to  estimate,  as  the  trees  are 
4enuded  prematurely  of  tlieir  leaves,  and  then,  of  a  late  autumn,  they  are  apt  to 
open  a  premature  bloom,  and  tliis  detracts  from  the  crop  of  the  ensuing  year. 

The  statements  comprised  in  these  letters  show  that  the  disease 
exists  with  different  degrees  of  severity  in  different  localities,  but 
they  are  unanimous  in  indicating  that  fruit  growers  have  much  to 
fear  from  the  malady,  and  that  prompt  treatment  is  nec^essary.  Seed- 
lings are  particularly  subject  to  the  attacks  of  the  disease;  in  fact 
many  nurserymen  have  been  forced  to  entirelj^  abandon  the  culture 
of  pear  stocks  on  account  of  it. 

Hosts, — The  disease  is  not  confined  entirely  to  tlie  pear,  although 
it  is  on  this  that  it  most  concerns  farmers  and  fruit-growers.  It  also 
attacks  the  Cydonia  (quince),  Cotoneaster,  and  M(  spikis.  Nearly 
every  variety  of  the  pear  is  subject  to  it,  but  some  are  more  liable  to 
its  attacks  than  others. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Earle  says  that  '*  out  of  an  experimental  orchard  of  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  varieties  planted  at  Cobden,  111.,  all  but  ten  or  twelve 
were  so  badly  injured  as  to  be  discarded  as  worthless."  In  a  letter, 
from  which  we  have  before  quoted.  Col.  A.  W.  Pearson  says:  **The 
Kieffer  seems  to  best  withstand  the  fungus.  ♦  ♦  ♦  The  varieties 
most  damaged  are  the  Sheldon  and  Beurre  Olairgeau.  Both  of  these 
have  been  an  entire  loss  for  four  years  past.  J]very  fruit  has  shriv- 
eled and  cracked."  In  quotations  already  made  from  letters  of  F. 
S.  Earle  and  W.  W.  Thompson,  it  is  evident  that  the  Le  Conte  and 
Louis  Bonne  are  also  very  liable  to  attacks.  From  our  own  observa- 
tions we  conclude  that  Louis  Bonne,  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Bosc,  Clapns, 
and  Roestiezer  are  never  entirely  free  from  the  disease  and  are  usually 
badly  attacked,  while  Anjou,  Duchess,  Lawrence,  Fiemisli,  and  Vicar 
may  be  mentioned  amon^  the  varieties  most  exempt. 

(Geographical  distribtdion, — As  has  already  been  shown  the  pear 
and  the  fungus  have  nearly  the  same  distribution.  The  disease  has 
been  reported  on  various  hosts  from  Sermany,  Sweden,  Italy,  and 
France,  and  in  this  country  it  is  very  wide-spread. 

History. — It  was  first  discovered  by  Chaillet  on  living  leaves  of 
Cotoneayter  tomentosa  and  Mespilus  germanicus — two  plants  related 
to  the  quince  and  pear — and  named  Xyloma  mpspili  by  DeCandoUe. 
Morthier  afterwards  found  it  on  the  first-named  plant,  also  on  Pirns 
communis  and  sylvestris,  and  Fuckel  found  it  on  Cotoneaster  vidgaris. 
Fuckel  gave  it  the  name  Morthiera  inespili,  including  the  fungus  as 
found  on  all  the  ab(*ve  named  hosts,  and  by  this  name  it  is  still  gen- 
erally known.  Saccardo,  however,  published  only  the  form  on  Me- 
»pilu9  germanicus,  Ellis  and  Cooke  on  the  other  nand  founded  the 
variety  Cydonice,  occurring  on  quince  leaves  and  fruit,  upon  Fuckel's 
Morthiera  mespili,  L^veiue  changed  the  genus  to  Ent^mosporium 
and  made  two  species,  one  £ntomosporitvm  macidatum,  including  the 
form  on  Pirus  communis,  and  the  other  Entomosporium  hrachiaiumy 
comprising  the  fungus  on  Cotoneaster  and  Pirus  sylvestris. 

In  his  Syllogt^Fungorum,  Saccardo  attempts  to  reconcile  these  con- 
flicting authorities  as  follows:  He  includes  under  Entomosporium 
ma^ulatum,  L^v.,  on  Piims  conimunis  the  following  varieties:  (a) 
domesticumy  equal  to  his  former  species  {Morthiera  mespili,  Sacc.)  on 
Mesjnlus  germanicus;  (b)  cydonice,  E.  &  C,  on  quince;  and  he 
changes  Entomosporium  mnchiatum,  L^v.,  to  Entomosporiu/m  me- 
spili (DC), 

The  two  species  are  f oimded  merely  on  a  difference  in  size  of  the 
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S]^ores.  According  to  Fuckel  the  qonidia  measure  14:  by  18  /i.  Sorauer 
gives  the  largest  spores  on  Finis  communis  as  22.5  by  10  /i,  and  SaQ- 
cardo  gives  the  folloAviug: 

E.maciUaium,  conidia  18-30  by  13  ;  pedicel,  20  by  f /i. 
var.  domestictivi,  conidia  18  by  8  ;  pedioeily  15  by  f  ft, 
var.  eydoriice,  conidia  12-15  by  6-7/*. 
E,  mespili,  conidia  35  by  15;  pedicel,  30  by  3i  /*. 

A  careful  comparison  of  these  measurements  will  arouse  some 
doubt  as  to  their  value  as  a  basis  for  establishing  species.  Fuckel's 
and  Saccardo's  measurements  might  indicate  some  constant  differ- 
ences in  size  between  the  two  8i)ecies,  but  Sorauer's  measurement  of 
22. 5  by  10  //  on  Pirua  communis  does  not  fall  much  short  of  Saccardo's 
25  by  15  /i  on  Firus  sylvestris,  and  according  to  Saccardo's  own  meas- 
urements there  is  more  difference  between  the  species  JS,  maculahim 
and  its  var.  cy  don  ice.  than  the  two  species  E,  maculatum  and  E, 
tnespUi, 

Furthermore,  measurements  of  sjjores  from  the  cultivated  pear, 
made  in  this  Department,  indicate  that  their  size  may  exceed  the 
largest  measurement  given  by  Saccardo  for  £J,  Tnaculatuvi,  In  fact, 
the  founding  of  species  on  the  size  of  spores,  especially  when  the 
differences  are  so  slight  as  in  the  present  instance,  needs  repeated 
observations  and  measurements  under  varvin^  conditions  before 
much  dependence  can  bo  placed  upon  it;  and  this  is  one  case  where 
the  required  number  of  observations  have  not  yet  been  made.  In 
fact,  even  if  the  variations  given  prove  to  be  constant,  it  still  re- 
mains to  be  proved  whether  they  are  not  due  simply  to  a  changfe  of 
host.  The  question  is  an  extremely  practical  one,  for,  if  farmers 
must  expect  infection  from  sources  outside  their  own  and  their 
neighbors'  pear  trees,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  know  it. 

In  Europe  the  fungus  has  been  known  for  nearly  a  century.  De 
CandoUe  mentions  it  in  1815.  In  this  country  the  injury  resulting 
from  the  disease  has  been  discussed  by  fruit-growers  for  many  years. 
In  *' Barry's  Fruit  Garden"  for  1803  the  author,  in  speaking  of  the 
difficulty  connected  with  the  growing  of  pear  seedlings,  says: 

This  difficulty  is  owing  chiefly  to  a  species  of  rust  or  blight  that  attacks  the  leaves 


rapidly  _  .         ^  - , 

fiiowth  is  stopped.  Whether  it  is  an  insect  or  fungus,  or  some  atmospherical  cause, 
that  produces  this  blight  is  unknown.  Cei'tain  causes  favor  one  or  the  other  of 
these  opinions.    More  minute  investigations  are  wanted  on  the  subject. 

n,— EXTERNAL  (^FIAIUCTERS. 

The  disease  makes  its  appearance  early  in  the  spring  soon  after 
the  development  of  the  leaves.  It  first  snows  itself  in  the  shape  of 
small,  dull,  carmine-red  spots  which  appear  first  on  the  upper,  and 
finally  penetrate  to  the  lower  surface  of  the  leaf;  the  color  soon 
changes  from  red  to  a  dark  brown,  with  a  slightly  elevated,  minute, 
black  spot  in  the  center  (PI.  VIII,  Fig.  1).  The  spots  also  increase 
in  size,  and  if  they  are  very  numerous,  as  is  most  often  the  case,  the 
tissue  between  them  also  turns  brown  and  loses  its  vitality.  If  the 
leaf  is  young  or  belongs  to  a  delicate  leaved  variety  it  shrivels  up  by 
the  contraction  of  the  diseased  portions;  but  if  it  is  mature  and  con- 
sists of  firm  tissue  it  retains  its  shape,  the  only  change  being  in  the 
color.  As  soon  as  the  leaf  becomes  badly  diseased  it  falls  ofif;  and 
if,  as  often  happens,  another  growth  of  leaves  is  produced,  these  too 
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become  diseased.    The  spots  are  usually  about  three  millimeters  in 
diameter. 

Trees  seriously  attacked  by  this  disease  can  be  distinguished  at  a 
distance  by  their  defoliated  appearance.  This  wholesale  destruction 
of  the  foliage  interferes  very  seriously  with  the  growth  of  the  wood 
and  the  maturing  of  the  fruit,  for  the  leaves  are  the  organs  which 
transform  the  food  material  that  is  brought  up  from  the  roots  and 
absorbed  from  the  air,  into  a  form  in  which  it  can  be  directly  used 
by  the  plant  in  the  making  of  wood  and  production  of  sugar  in  the 
fruit. 

But,  in  addition  to  this,  the  fruit  and  stems  themselves  often  be- 
come diseased.  The  fruit  also  shows  th^  carmine-red  spots,  which 
afterward  become  dark  colored.  The  skin  becomes  very  much  rough- 
ened, and  the  growth  of  the  epidermis  over  the  diseased  portion  is 
checked,  causing  a  crack  which  extends  deeply  into  the  flesh  (Fig.  2), 
so  that,  even  if  the  fruit  can  obtain  sufficient  sugar  to  mature  prop- 
erly its  appearance  is  spoiled,  and  the  cracking  makes  it  liable  to 
decay. 

The  development  of  the  fungus  on  the  branches  does  not  differ  4 
materially  from  what  takes  place  on  the  leaves.  There  first  appear 
small  circular  spots  on  the  young  bark;  these  gradually  become  elon- 
gated and  sothewhat  depressed  with  a  slight  elevation  in  the  center, 
and  their  color  changes  to-  a  shining,  brownish  black.  Frequently 
the  stem  is  completely  girdled  by  tnese  diseased  areas,  and  as  a  re- 
sult the  end  bf  tne  branch  dies  above  the  point  where  the  fungus  is 
present.  The  petioles  and  leaf  scales  are  also  often  diseased.  In- 
deed ther0  seems  to  b«  no  part  of  the  tree  above  ground  that  is  in 
active  growth*  quite  exempt  from  the  attacks  of  the  parasite. 

ra.— MICEOSCOPIC  CHARACTERS.* 

The  small  black  specks  in  the  center  of  the  brown  spots  comprise 
the  fruiting  portions  of  the  fungus.  The  fruit  is  at  first  covered  by 
the  cuticle,  but  this  is  finally  ruptured  exposing  a  layer  of  spores 
borne  on  a  thin  stroma  (Plate  IX,  Fig.  1).  The  spores  or  conidia 
are  analogous  to  the  seed  of  higher  plants;  they  have  an  exceedingly 
characteristic  form,  and  may  always  be  recognized  without  difficulty. 
When  mature,  they  consist  of  from  four  to  six  cells,  and  are  borne 
upon  a  pedicel  or  stalk.  Their  development  is  as  follows  (Fig.  2] : 
short  branches  consisting  of  three  or  four  somewhat  elongated  cells 
grow  up  from  the  stroma.  The  upper  cell  first  shows  an  enlarge- 
ment and  this  is  followed  by  the  second  one  which  usually  constitutes 
the  lowest  cell  of  the  conidium,*the  remaining  ones  forming  the  pedi- 
cel. From  the  upper  one  of  these  cells  grows  out  a  fine,  upright 
bristle  which  is  aoout  the  length  of  the  cell  itself.  It  has  distinct 
walls  and  contents,  as  may  be  seen  by  staining  with  iodine.  Before 
these  two  cells  are  fully  developed  small  buds  may  be  seen  growing 
out  on  the  lower  one,  close  to  its  point  of  contact  with  the  upper. 
These  vary  in  number  from  one  to  four.  They  grow  out  obliquely, 
so  that  they  are  in  contact  with  the  upper  cell  In  size  they  are 
much  smaller  than  either  of  the  others.  From  these  in  turn  there 
grow  out  bristles,  but  in  this  case  the  bristles  are  on  the  backs  of 
the  cells  and  are  directed  horizontally,  or  obliquely.  Occasionally 
three  cells  of  the  original  filament  swell  up  to  form  the  conidium, 
and  in  this  case  both  the  lower  cells  may  bear  buds,  or  the  lower  one 
may  branch  and  bear  another  conidium,  so  that  one  pedicel  bears 
two  conidia. 
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Wlien  the  conidia  germinate  the  cells  enlarge  somewhat  and  the 
bristles  swell  up  at  the  base ;  the  colorless,  and  sometimes  septate, 
germ-tube  frequently  emerges  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bristle.  When 
germination  takes  place  on  a  leaf  the  germ-tube  bores  through  the 
epidermis  and  develops  a  mycelium  witnin  the  tissues. 

The  mycelium  is  composed  of  short  cells  forming  colorless  branch- 
ing filaments.  It  is  very  abundant  and  is  everywhere  easily  seen 
between  the  cells  of  the  bodv  of  the  leaf  (Fig.  1).  When  youn^  it 
penetrates  the  epidermal  cells  only,  but  Sorauer  says  that  when  it  is 
old  it  becomes  darker  colored  and  can  be  seen  within  the  cells  of  the 
mesophyll;  and  Ericksson  states  that  he  has  found  Sorauer's  obser- 
vations true  in  every  respect.  The  mycelium  masses  itself  together 
in  places  between  the  cuticle  and  epidermis,  forming  a  thin  stroma 
on  which  the  conidia  are  borne.  Below  the  stroma  the  mycelium 
seems  at  first  to  pass  mainly  between  the  epidermal  cells,  but  it 
finally  breaks  them  down  so  completely  that  the  walls  and  contents  can 
with  difficulty  be  distinguished.  The  cuticle  is  finally  ruptured  by  the 
pressure  of  the  stroma  and  young  spores,  and  the  conidial  layer  is 
exposed  to  the  air.  Sorauer  says  that  on  August  4, 1876,  the  upper 
surface  of  the  leaves  of  five  one-year  old  pear  seedlings  were  inoc- 
ulated with  these  coAidia  and  placed  in  moist  air  under  bell  jars. 
Three  of  the  inoculated  leaves,  on  two  plants,  showed  the  charac- 
teristic circles  at  the  points  of  inoculation  August  19,  and  a  conidial 
pustule  in  September,  giving  about  a  month  for  the  complete  circle 
of  reproduction. 

In  addition  to  the  conidia  Sorauer  has  also  found  what  he  considers 
the  ascosporous  or  winter  stage  of  the  fungus  (Fig.  6).  The  follow- 
ing is  abridged  from  his  account: 

An  investigation  of  the  diseased  leaves  in  December  will  disclose  brown  capsules 
on  the  tissues  in  addition  to  the  still  living  conidial  layers.  These  capsules  (peri- 
thecia)  I  consider  as  the  fruit  of  MorthierUy  which  attains  maturity  in  May  and 
June.  The  perithecia  vary  considerably  in  size.  They  are  dark  brown,  globose  or 
depressed  from  above,  usually  solitary,  sometimes  in  groups  of  several  ranging  from 
15fi  to  175w,  and  in  some  instances  to  200;*  in  diameter.  They  are  usually  foimd 
either  on  the  upner  surface  between  the  separated  palisade  cells  or  between  these 
cells  and  the  epiaermis.  In  the  first  case  they  are  not  recognizable  on  the  outside. 
In  the  latter  there  is  a  distinct  swelling  caused  by  the  epidermis  being  lifted  up  by 
the  growth  of  the  capsule.  The  brown  wall  of  the  capsule  varies  in  thickness,  the 
greatest  width  being  about  7.5/i.  In  January  the  best  developed  perithecia  contain 
at  their  bases  a  mass  of  white,  stromatic,  small-celled  tissue,  from  which  arise 
numerous  nearly  upright,  slender  threads  ranging  from  1.5/^  to  2.5/i  in  diameter. 
These  are  the  yoimg  ascL 

The  asci  are  club-shaped,  with  k  double  contour,  much  the  largest  in  tiie  upper 
third  of  their  length,  and  contain  eight  colorless,  crowded  ascospores,  in  two  rows 
(Fig.  6  a).  They  are  somewhat  shorter  than  the  paraphyses,  and.  at  maturity  are 
obtusely  conic«u  in  the  upper  portion,  the  point  being  drawn  out  into  a  papilla. 
This  projecting  point  opens,  forming  a  circular  aperture  through  which  the  spores 
are  discharged  one  after  another  (Fig.  6  6). 

The  paraphyses  arise  in  a  tuft  from  the  base' of  the  capsule;  they  are  filiform  to 
club-shapea  or  globose  at  the  apex  (Fig.  6  e),  and  are  occasionally  borne  in  pairs 
on  one  piedicel. 

The  spores  are  acute  ovate  to  obtuse  club  shaped,  divided  into  two  parts  by  a 
transverse  septum  sometimes  slightly  curved  and  somewhat  constricted  at  the 
partition  (Fig.  6  a).  "When  seen  in  large  nmnbers  the  ripe  spores  have  a  pale,  yel- 
iowisn-brown  appearance.  They  sometimes  germinate  while  still  in  the  ascus.  In 
germination  the  hypha  usually  proceeds  from  the  smaller  end  (Fig.  6  c  d). 

Their  germination  was  observed  in  May  at  about  the  time  the  first  diseased  spots 
appeared  upon  the  new  foliage.  So  that  if  the  conidia  fail  to  carry  the  fungus  over 
winter,  or  if  they  do  not  find  a  lodgment  on  the  young  stems,  the  ascosporous  fruit 
will  pass  the  winter  unharmed  and  he  ready  to  begin  its  work  with  the  unfolding  ol 
tho  leaves. 
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Bomuer  further  classifies  the  fungus  as  a  Stigmatra  and  gives  it  the 
specific  name  of  mespili. 

So  far  as  known  to  us  this  has  not  been  verified  by  any  other  ob* 
server. 

There  are  several  other  fungi  found  associated  with  the  Entomo- 
sporium  on  the  pear  and  quince,  and  prominent  among  them  is  the 
one  figured  on  Plate  IX,  figs.  4,  5.  It  is  frequently  found  on  the 
same  spots  with  ErUomosporium,  but  is  often  quite  separate  from 
these  spots;  it  is  especially  frequent  where  the  leaf  is  so  badly  dis- 
eased that  the  tissues  are  nearly  all  dead. 

At  first  this  appeared  so  closely  connected  with  the  Entomo&po- 
Hum  that  it  seemed  as  if  it  might  be  the  spermogonial  form,  but  a 
closer  examination  revealed  morphological  differences  in  the  myce- 
lium»  That  of  the  spermogonial  form  is  darker  colored,  thicker 
Walled,  contains  distinct  globules,  and  is  not  so  closely  septate  or 
abundant.  Moreover,  this  form  is  often  widelv  separated  from  the 
conidial  form  of  the  Entomosporinm.  It  is  probably  saprophytic  in 
its  nature,  coming  on  the  leaf  after  the  Enfomosporhim  nas  Killed  it. 
These  capsules  are  found  alike  on  both  sides  of  the  leaf,  but  more 
of teh  on  the  upper  side.  They  consist  of  a  single  layer  of  dark  col- 
ored pseudo-parenchyma,  linea  with  a  little  colorless  tissue  on  which 
are  borne  chains  of  minute  rod-like  bodies  (Fig.  5).  These  are  so 
small  that  they  partake  of  the  BroAvnian  movement. 

IV.— TREATMENT. 

It  is  difficult  at  any  time  to  treat  large  trees,  but  as  this  fungus 
causes  the  greatest  injury  to  young  ones,  and  especially  those  grow- 

i'ng  in  nurseries*  a  course  of  treatment  that  would  be  of  use  in  the 
atter  place  alone  would  be  of  great  value.  From  what  we  know  of 
the  life  history  of  the  fungous  it  is  evident  that  Imming  the  fallen 
leaves  would  serve  as  an  important  means  of  removing  a  source  of 
infection.  With  regard  to  tne  proper  time  to  do  this  it  is  probable 
that  the  best  results  will  follow  if  the  leaves  are  raked  together  and 
destroyed  as  soon  as  they  fall;  in  other  words,  it  would  not  be  ad- 
visable to  allow  such  leaves  as  may  fall  in  midsummer  from  the 
effects  of  the  malady  to  remain  on  the  ground  under  the  trees  until 
the  following  autumn  or  spring.  They  should  be  destroyed  as 
quickly  as  possible,  before  any  of  the  spores  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  escape. 
Patrick  Barry,*  speaking  of  tnis  disease,  says : 

To  obviate  the  difficulty  which  this  malady  prcBents  [in  the  nursery]^  a  vigorous 
growth  should  be  obtained  early  in  the  season.  New  soil  6t  that  in  which  trees  have  not 
before  been  grown  should  be  selected— an  old  pasture  is  the  best.  The  auttunn  befbre 
planting  it  sfiould  be  trenched  or  subsoil-plowed  to  the  depth  of  2  feet,  for  the  pear 
na8  long  tap-roots,  and  liberally  enriched  with  a  conipost  or  stable  manui*e,  leaf  mold, 
or  mucK  and  wood  ashes  in  about  equal  partfl;  4  inches  of  this  spread  over  the  surface 
before  plowing,  wiU  be  sufficient  for  ordinary  soil.  Linie  should  also  be  givc*n  Ubef- 
ally  unless  the  soil  be  naturally  and  strongly  calcai*eous.  A  soil  prepared  thus  in  the 
ftillwiU  require  another  plowing  or  spaaing  in  the  spring  to  mix  all  the  material 

Eroperly  with  the  soil  and  fit  it  for  the  seeds.  If  the  soil  l>e  very  tough,  and  not  fit  to 
e  turued  up,  a  thorough  harrowing  or  workhij;  with  the  horse  hoe  will  do.  "VVliere 
large  quantities  are  grown  the  drilm  may  be  the  same  distance  apart  as  that  recom- 
mended for  apples,  3  feet:  but  if  only  a  few.  12  t(^>  18  inches  will  be  sufficient  as  the 
cleaning  can  be  done  with  the  hoe.    The  seeds  should  be  sc^attered  thinly,  so  that 

every  plant  may  have  sufficient  space  withotit  any  thinning.    The  end  to  aim  at,  as 

^.^ -  -  ■  '  - 

*  Fruit  Qarden,  p.  127,  revised  edition. 
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before  remarked,  is  to  get  good  growth,  say  18  or  20  inches  in  height  and  stout  in 
proportion,  before  the  Ist  of  August.  This  can  be  done  in  any  deeply  trenclied  or 
plowed  fresh  soil,  well  prepare<l  and  manuretl,  as  described  abov^e.  I  have  Ijeen 
told  that  seedhng  i)eAr8  jrrt)wn  in  a  fi*anie  covered  with  whitewashed  sash  and  kept 
well  ventilated  con  tinuaOy  escaped  the  "  leaf -blight,'  whilstaU  those  growni  in  open 
ground  near  by  were  blighted. 

In  addition  to  tlie  foregoing  it  is  very  probable  that  the  develop- 
ment of  the  fungus  upon  the  leaves  or  other  parts  of  tlie  plant  may 
be  prevented  by  the  application  of  some  fungicide,  although  no  ex- 
periments having  a  bearing  upon  this  question  have,  as  far  as  we 
Know,  been  undertaken.  Since  the  spots  make  their  appearance  as 
soon  as  the  leaves  have  attained  full  growth  the  ai)plications  must 
be  made  early  so  as  to  prevent  the  spores  from  germinating.  In  no 
case  should  the  application  of  the  remedial  agents  be  postponed  until 
the  fungus  has  maae  its  apj^earance  upon  the  leaves,  for  if  this  is  done 
it  will  be  of  little  use  to  apply  them. 

Where  the  disease  prevails  more  or  less  every  year  it  would  be  well 
to  thoroughly  spray  tlie  trees,  before  the  buds  begin  to  swell, with  the 
Bordeaux  mixture,  prepared  as  follows: 

Dissolve  16  pounds  of  sulphate  of  copper  in  23  gallons  of  water;  in 
another  vessel  slake  30  pounds  of  lime  in  6  gallons  of  water.  When 
the  latter  mixture  has  cooled  pour  it  slowly  into  the  coi)per  solution, 
care  being  taken  to  mix  the  fluids  by  constant  stirring. 

When  the  leaves  are  about  two-thirds  grown  a  second  application 
should  be  made,  this  time,  however,  using  a  solution  containing  the 
ingredients  in  the  following  proportions: 

Sulphate  of  copper pounds. .     6 

Lime do 6 

Water gallons. .  22 

Dissolve  the  copjjcr  in  10  gallons  of  water  and  slake  the  lime  in  6 
gjallons,  then  mix  as  described  above.  For  applying  these  prepare,* 
tions  an  apparatus  including  pump,  spraying-nozzle,  etc.,  is  neces- 
sary, and  for  small  trees,  especially  tliose  in  the  nursery,  the  machine 
known  as  the  Eureka  Sprayer,  manufactured  by  Adam  Weaber, 
of  Vi^ieland,  N.  J.,  will  be  found  as  efficient  as  any.  With  this  ma- 
chine a  man  can  rapidly  and  thoroughly  spray  trees  from  12  to  14 
feet  in  height,  but  for  large  trees  a  pump  having  greater  power  will 
be  required* 

The  obiect  of  the  first  spraying  is  to  destroy  any  spores  of  the 
fungus  that  may  have  survived  the  winter  in  the  crevices  of  the 
bark,  while  the  second  and  weaker  application  is  obviously  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  such  spores  as  may  fall  upon  the  young 
leaves  from  germinating.  It  would  bo  well  to  repeat  tno  applications 
of  the  weaker  solution  every  three  or  four  weeks  until  the  last  of 
July  or  middle  of  August.  The  same  preparations  mentioned  above 
may  be  used  to  protect  the  leaves  of  seedling  pear  trees  against  the 
ravages  of  the  parasite,  but  in  this  case  the  first  application  of  the 
Bordeaux  mixture,  second  formula,  should  be  made  about  the  mid* 
die  of  June,  followed  by  a  second  two  weeks  later,  and  a  third  the 
latter  part  of  July.  If  this  course  of  treatment  is  properly  carried 
out  we  have  little  doubt  that  the  plants  will  preserve  theif  leaves 
throughout  the  season,  and  thus  be  able  to  complete  their  growth, 
making  good  stocks  either  for  budding  or  grafting* 
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7. — LeAF-SPOT  OP  THE  ROSB. 

Cercospora  roscecola,  Pass. 
(Plate  rx.) 

I.-— OENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

This  disease  is  quite  distinct  from  the  one  that  is  generally  known 
as  black-spot,  caused  by  the  Actinonema  rosce,  but  it  may  occur  on 
the  same  bush  and  even  on  the  same  leaf.  Like  the  Actinonema  it 
produces  black  spots  on  the  leaves,  and  a  superficial  observer  mi^ht 
consider  it  as  the  same  disease,  but  a  critical  examination  will  bring 
to  li^ht  very  distinct  and  characteristic  differences. 

It  is  not  generally  so  destructive  to  cultivated  roses  as  the  black- 
spot,  but  seems  to  prefer  hardy  kinds,  especially  the  climbing  species 
and  varieties.  This  year  it  was  very  abundant  on  the  wild  roses  in 
the  vicinity  of  Wfi^shmgton.  In  many  cases  half  of  the  leaves  were 
affected  and  would  fall  to  the  ground  when  the  plants  were  shaken. 
On  the  roses  in  the  Department  grounds,  however,  it  was  not  pres- 
ent to  anv  injurious  extent. 

Several  years  ago  this  fungus  attacked  about  2,000  large  "  Balti- 
more Belle*'  and  ** Queen  of  the  Prairie''  roses  (climbers)  growing 
in  a  nursery  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  and  by  the  middle  of  August  nearly 
all  the  leaves  had  fallen.  These  plants,  however,  haa  not  been 
pruned  for  two  years,  and  had  become  so  thickly  matted  together  in 
consequence  that  the  sun  could  reach  only  the  outside  leaves  and 
branches.  In  September  they  were  cut  back  to  within  3  feet  of  the 
ground,  the  trimmings  and  leaves  were  burned,  and  the  ground  be- 
tween the  rows  plowed  and  harrowed.  The  following  year  iheleaves 
remained  healthy  throughout  the  summer.  This  was  probably  due 
to  two  causes:  first,  the  removal  of  a  source  of  infection  by  burning 
the  diseased  leaves,  and  plowing  the  ground  so  as  to  bury  the  spores 
that  were  scattered  over  the  surface;  second,  the  severe  pruning 
allowed  the  sun  and  air  currents  to  reach  all  parts  of  the  plants,  and 
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consequently  they  were  probably  kept  too  dry  to  allow  the  ger- 
mination of  any  spores  that  might  remain  upon  or  be  brought  to 
them. 

We  have  never  observed  the  fungus  on  plants  under  glass  except 
in  the  summer,  when  the  sashes  were  removed. 

U.— EXTERNAL  CHABAOTEBS. 

The  disease  first  makes  it  appearance  in  the  form  of  black  or  red- 
dish black  spots  (generally  the  black  shades  into  red  at  the  «dges); 
as  the  spot  increases  in  size  the  center  becomes  light  brown  or  even 
grayish.  The  reddish  color  usually  remains  at  the  edges.  In  the 
autumn  the  spots  frequently  remain  small  and  the  entire  leaf  be- 
comes variegated  with  red  and  yellow. 

The  spots  of  Aciiiionema  are  always  black  from  the  beginning,  and 
if  the  tissue  around  changes  color  it  is  to  yellow  or  brown,  not  red. 
The  spots  of  Actinonema  are  frayed  at  the  edges  while  those  of  Cer- 
cospora  are  definite.  Besides  this,  the  center  of  the  Cercospora  spots 
often  appears  as  if  sprinkled  with  a  white  powder;  this  is  not  true  of 
the  Actinonema. 

m.~MICROS0OPIC  CHABAOTEBS. 

This  white  appearance  is  caused  by  tufts  of  upright  hyphsB  which 
bear  numerous  whitish  elongated  spores.  The  tuft  is  represented  in 
Plate  IX,  Fig.  7,  with  spores  attached.  These  hyphse  or  sporo- 
phores  are  brownish,  borne  on  a  stroma  or  rather  knot  of  mycelium, 
and  are  frequently  zigzag  at  the  free  end.  The  spores  are  long,  sep- 
tate, larger  at  the  end  where  they  are  attached,  and  varying  in  length 
at  different  seasons  (Fig.  8). 

They  are  at  first  oorne  upon  the  end  of  the  sporoi)hore,  but  this 
grows  out,  leaving  them  a  uttle  behind  and  givmg  rise  to  another 
spore  at  the  end.  This  process  may  be  repeated,  and  each  spore  is 
left  upon  a  notch  at  the  side  of  the  sporophore,  giving  the  zigzag 
appearance  already  referred  to. 

The  mycelium  passes  between  the  cells,  and  when  a  fruiting  tuft 
is  about  to  be  formed  a  few  threads  push  up  between  the  epider- 
mal cells  and  send  out  short  upright  hyphsB  that  rupture  the  cuticle. 
The  stroma  at  the  base  continues  to  grow,  and  it  finally  pushes  apart 
and  breaks  into  the  epidermal  cells;  the  short  sporophores  meantime 
elongate  and  bear  spores. 

In  the  fall  and  upon  wild  roses  the  spots  often  remain  quite  small 
and  seem  to  be  perfectly  sterile,  but  a  section  reveals  that  in  many 
cases  the  fruiting  tufts  are  immature,  the  cuticle  is  ruptured  but  the 
hyphse  have  not  elongated,  and  the  stroma  is  not  large  enough  to 
force  the  epidermal  cells  apart.  Whether  these  immature  hyphse 
bear  spores  has  not  been  ascertfdned. 

rV. — TRBATMBNT. 

A  hint  as  to  the  method  of  treatment  has  already  been  given  in 
the  first  of  this  article,  and  from  the  instance  given  there  it  would 
appear  as  if  severe  pruning,  burning  all  diseased  parts,  harrowing 
the  ground,  and  the  choice  of  an  airy,  dry  situation  might  be  suffi- 
cient to  avoid  any  serious  consequences  from  this  disease. 
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8.— Plum  Pockets.* 

Taphrina  pru7i%  (Fckl.)  Tul.t 
(Plate  X.) 

L— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS— HISTORY. 

During  the  summer  of  1888  the  attention,  of  the  Section  was  sev- 
eral times  called  to  a  disease  affecting  the  fruit  of  the  cultivated 
plum.  Letters  were  received  from  correspondents  living  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  stating  that  upon  certain  trees  there  were 
lormed^  instead  of  the  normal  plums,  peculiar  hollow  deformities, 
consisting  merely  of  a  thin  shell,  with  no  evidence  whatever  of  a  seed. 
Specimens  of  these  malformations  were  received  from  South  Caro- 
lina,! Ohio,  Kentucky,  Kansas,  and  other  States,  with  statements  to 
the  effect  that  upon  many  trees  not  a  healthy  plum  could  be  found. 

This  disease  is  due  to  the  presence  of  a  parasitic  fungus  which 
attacks  the  young  fruit,  and  by  its  growth  within  their  tissues  causes 
the  peculiar  development  of  tne  latter  which  flhally  results  in  the 
formations  of  the  so-called  "pocket.'^ 

It  is  evident  that  such  remarkable  growths  as  are  produced  by  this 
fungus  must  have  attracted  the  attention  of  both  scientific  men  and 
practical  fruit-growers  long  before  the  true  cause  of  the  trouble  was 
known  or  even  suspected.  As  long  ago  as  1593  an  author  by  the 
name  of  Casalpin  described  the  mahtdy;  but  he  offered  no  explana- 
tion as  to  its  cause. 

History, — For  a  long  time  the  malformations  were  believed  to  be 
due  to  the  work  of  insects  ;§  later  it  was  suggested  that  improper 
fertilization  might  be  the  cause,  and  still  more  recently  it  was  held 
that  an  abundance  of  moisture  in  the  atmosphere,  especially  while 
the  fruit  was  forming,  would  produce  the  deformities* 

*  A  nimiber  of  names  have  been  applied  to  these  malformations  by  horticulturists, 
but  the  one  here  adopted  is  probably  more  generally  used  in  this  country  than  any 
otlier.  In  France  the  disease  is  Imown  as  "  Lepre  du  Pnmier."  In  Ghermany  the 
pockets  are  called  **  Narren,'*  "  Shorten,"  etc.,  and  in  England  **  Plum  Pockets  "  or 
^*  Bladder  Plums." 

t  Synonyms:  -s 

&COCLSCUB  pruni,  Fckl.     Enumeratio  Fungomm  Nassovice,  p.  29;  No.  189. 
Aeooniffcee  pruniy  Berk.     Annals  et  Magaz.  Nat.  Hist. 
Thphnna  pruniy  (Fckl.)  Tul.  Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles;  ser.  v» 
Tom.  5;  1866,  p.  139. 
t  A  correspondent  from  this  State  writes  as  follows  concerning  this  diseajGe:  **  I 
send  you  by  this  mail  several  diseased  plums  which  I  think  liave  been  stung  by  an 
insect.    About  nine-tenths  of  the  f  i-uit  on  one  of  my  trees  are  affected  like  the  speci- 
miHis  communicated.    The  tree  which  produced  these  monstrosities  is  of  the  Chick- 
aaaw  type;  two  common  wild  plums  grow  quite  near  the  diseased  one,  but  their 
fruit  is  perfectly  sound."    (May  21,  1888.) 

g  From  the  Magazine  of  Horticulture.  Vol.  VIII,  1842,  p.  247,  we  quote  the  follow- 
ing from  an  article  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Harris,  author  of  several  important  entomological 
works.  "  Last  year,"  writes  Mr.  Harris,  "  an  undescribed  disease  of  the  plimi  made 
its  appearance  in  some  gardens  of  this  vicinity,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of 
May,  and  has  been  observed  again  during  tlie  present  season.  Soon  after  the  blos- 
soms had  fallen  the  fruit  began  to  swell  rapidly,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
weeks  it  had  grown  to  more  than  ten  times  the  size  that  it  ordinarily  attains  in  the 
same  period.  It  was  soft  and  compressible,  as  though  it  were  puffed  up  with  air, 
being  filled  with  an  elastic,  spongy  substuice  of  a  whitish  color.  In  some  of  these 
inflated  plums  no  vedtige  of  a  kernel  remained;  in  others,  a  little,  soft,  and  empty 
shell  was  found.  After  growing  from  one-half  to  more  than  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  in  diameter  the  fruit  dropped,  and  by  the  middle  of  June  no  more  of  it  was  to 
be  seen  on  the  trees. 

*  *  The  cause  of  this  puffy  swelling  of  the  f  mit,  and  abortion  of  the  kernel^  is  a  little 
thrips;  and  several  or  these  minute  inst?cts  were  found  on  the  2^th  of  May  on  almost 
all  the  diseased  plums.    It  is  possible  that  they  began  their  attacks  in  the  blossom, 
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The  real  cause  of  the  disease  was  discovered  in  1861  by  Fuckel, 
a  European  mycologist,  who  described  the  fungus  under  the  name 
Eccoascus  prunL  *  Three  years  later  it  was  more  thoroughly  studied 
by  l)eBary,  whose  discoveries  f  concerning  its  life  history  have  been 
verified  by  a  number  of  subsequent  writers  on  plant  diseases.  J 

For  a  number  of  years  the  fungus  retained  the  name  given  it  by 
Fuckel,  but  by  a  later  classification  it  became  Taphrinapnmi,  (Fckl.), 
Tul.§ 

n.— EXTERNAL  CHAKACTERS^   LOSSES,   VARIETIES  ArFECTED. 

1?h0  "pockets"  (Fig.  1  a)  make  their  appearance?  soon  after  the 
flowers  hav^  fallert,  attain  full  size  and  drop  from  th^  trde  toward 
the  middle  or  last  of  June.  At  first  they  are  more  or  less  globular  in 
shape,  but  as  theV  grow  older  they  become  oblong  or  oval  and  f re- 

?[uently  more  or  less  curved.  They  vary  in  size,  out  as  a  rule  are 
rom  1  to  2  inches  in  length  and  from  one-half  to  1  inch  in  diameter. 
When  young  they  are  nearly  smooth  and  can  be  distinguished  from 
the  healthy  fruit  by  their  pale-yelloW  or  reddish  color.  As  thev 
grow  older  the  color  changes  to  gray,  the  surface  appearing  as  thougn 
it  had  been  sprinkled  witli  fine  powder,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
pockets  become  wrinkled.  Finally  they  turn  black  or  dark  brown, 
and  rattle  like  bladders  wlien  brotight  in  contact  with  any  hard 

and  that  they  prevent  the  impregnation  of  the  ovule  or  young  kernel  by  destroying 
*  the  poUen;  and  by  subseauently  puncturing  the  plunij  produce  an  irritation  which  S 
f oUowed  by  a  rapid  swelling  and  diseased  condition  of  the  fleshy  substance  of  tlie 
fruit.  Preternatural  enlargements  and  distortions  of  the  parts  of  flowers  and  of 
fruits  are  known  to  be  occasioned  by  the  attacks  of  other  species  of  thrips.  iTiis  may 
be  seen  in  the  blossom  of  the  black  whortleberry  {Vaccintum  resifumim)^  all  parts  of 
which,  calyx,  corolla,  stamens,  and  ovary,  are  sometimes  enormously  enlarged,  and 
entirely  changed  in  texture  and  appeai*ance,  in  consequence  of  the  puncture  Df  a 
kind  of  thrips. 

"It  is  not  yetknowTi  how  far  this  affection  of  the  plum  has  extended.  In  this 
vicinity  it  seems  to  have  been  confined  to  certain  trees  only.  Should  the  insects 
multiply  and  spread  to  other  trees  and  otlier  place**,  they  will  prove  very  destructive 
to  the  fruit  hereafter.  It  remains  therefoi-^for  the  practical  gardener  to  watch  for 
their  first  appearance*  and  to  devise  some  sure  means  of  killing  them,  while  the  t^^es 
are  in  blossom  and  the  fruit  is  forming." 

* Eccoaaeus  pmni,  Fckl.  Sporidia  ei^ht,  ovate  or  irregular,  hyaline;  asci  erect, 
subclavate,  obtuse;  paraphyses  three  times  shorter  than  the  asci,  irregular,  hya- 
line. Densely  covermg  the  epidermis  of  the  immature  fruit  of  Prunus  domestica. 
Enumeratio  Fungonun  NassoviaB,  1861,  pf.  29. 

f  Beitr.  zur  Morphology  und  Physiologic  der  Pilze,  1864,  p.  33. 

ISeeBibUography. 

§The  genus  Jhphrina  has  lately  beerf  made  th^  subject  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  B.  L. 
Robinson  (Anntds  of  Botany,  Nov.,  1887),  who,  in  speaking  of  its  synonymy,  says : 
"The  species  combined  by  Sadebeck,  in  1883,  into  a  single  genus,  were  formerly 
classed  m  three  closely  related  genera  Taphrina,  Fries,  Ascomyces,  Mont  et  Desm., 
and  l^oascus,  Fuckel.  Of  these  genera  the  first  is  the  oldest,  having  been  de- 
scribed by  Fries  as  early  as  1815  under  the  name  of  Taphria,  which,  to  avoid  pos- 
Bibie  confusion  with  an  insect  genus.  Was  alt?er©d  in  1825  to  Taphrina. 

•*  In  this  paper  just  mentioned  Sadebeck  has  preferred,  although  without  stating 
his  reasons,  to  retain  for  the  combined  genus  the  youngest  of  the  three  names,  that 
of  Exoascus,  Fuckel.  Johanson  agrees  with  Sadebeck  in  thinking  that  all  the 
species  should  bo  com))ined  into  a  single  genus,  but,  seemingly  witli  much  more 
regard  for  the  rules  of  priority  in  nomenclature,  retains  tlie  name  Taphrina  of  Fries. 
There  appears  to  be  all  the  more  reason  for  this  from  the  fact  that,  as  earlv  as  1866, 
Tukusne  (Super  Friesians  Taphrinarum  Gk»nere,  in  Ann.  des  Sciences  Nat.,  ser.  5, 
Tome  V,  1866,  p.  122)  revised  the  genus  of  Fries  and  exp^ided  its  limits  so  that  it 
might  take  in  all  the  species  then  known  of  Anvomyces  and  Exoascus,  thus  using 
the  name  Taphrina,  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  the  time  enabled  him,  in  the  same 
sense  as  it  is  at  present  employed.  From  these  considerations. it  seems  best  to  fol- 
low Johanson  in  calling  the  group  *  Taphrina,  Fries,  ch^*.  aTulasne  emend.,'  a  sort 
of  ncHnenclature  which,  if  not  brief,  is  yet  in  accord  with  priority  and  incapable 
of  beii^  misunderstood.'^ 
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substance.  They  remain  on  the  tree  in  this  condition  for  two  or 
three  days,  then  fall  to  the  ground  and  perish. 

Sections  through  the  diseased  fruit  show  that  the  walls  are  quite 
thick,  and  that  in  place  of  a  stone  there  is  a  large  cavity  filled  with 
fungous  threads  and  air. 

The  fungus  often  attacks  the  young  branches  and  leaves,  and  when 
this  occurs  the  injurv  is  of  course  much  greater  than  where  the  fruit 
alone  is  attacked.  According  to  Mr.  A.  A.  Crozier  the  fungus  was 
abundant  on  the  College  farm  at  Ames,  Iowa,  the  past  season,  attacking 
wild  cherry  {Prunus  seroiina)  and  several  cultivated  varieties  of  the 
wild  plum  (Prunus  chicasa)^  being  most  prevalent  on  a  vigorous 
grower  and  light  bearer  known  as  Ma^uaketa.  Mr.  Crozier  further 
states  that  in  his  section  it  occurs  mamly  on  the  growing  branches 
and  leaflets,  which  become  contorted  and  greatly  swollen  in  conse- 
quence. About  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  season's  growth  in 
J  une  the  diseased  branches  turn  gray  and  the  parts  soon  soften,  then 
dry  up  and  die.  Shoots  which  arise  the  following  year  just  oelow 
these  dead  extremities  are  most  frequently  affected  Dy  the  disease. 

So  far  as  our  observations  have  extended,  the  disease  is  never  wide- 
spread in  its  effects;  that  is  to  say,  it  never  sweeps  over  the  country 
attacking  all  varieties  of  the  plum  alike,  but  on  the  contrary  it  often 
happens  that  a  particular  tree  will  bear  nothing  but  **  pockets,"  while 
adjacent  trees  oi  the  same  variety,  grown  under  precisely  the  same 
conditions,  show  no  traces  whatever  of  the  disease.  It  is  difficult, 
therefore,  to  estimate  even  approximately  the  amount  of  injury  the. 
parasite  occasions,  but  enough  is  known  concerning  its  ravages  to 
fully  demonstrate  its  gravity. 

As  a  rule  a  tree  that  has  once  borne  a  crop  of  the  "pockets"  sel- 
dom recovers,  but  continues  with  each  succeeding  year  to  produce  a 
greater  or  less  number  of  the  malformations.  All  plums  are  more  or 
less  subject  to  the  attacks  of  the  parasite,  but  it  is  usualljr  more 
abimdant  on  the  red  and  purple  varieties.  It  also  occurs  in  this 
country  upon  the  wild  red  plum,  Prunus  Americana;  the  beach  plum, 
Prunus  maritirna;  the  dwarf  cherry,  Prunus  pumila;  the  wildlblack 
chen*y,  Pa^nus  serotina;  and  the  choke  cherry,  Prunus  Virginiana. 

m.— BOTANICAL  CHARACTERS. 

A  microscopic  examination  of  one  of  the  diseased  plums  will  show 
that  the  fungus  occurring  within  the  tissues  consists  of  three  parts, 
namely,  (1)  mycelium;  (^  asci;  (3)  spores  or  reproductive  bodies. 

The  mycelium  or  vegetative  portion  consists  of  colorless,  septate 
filaments,  which  may  m'st  be  seen  in  the  soft  bast  of  the  fibro- vas- 
cular bundles  that  penetrate  the  flesh  of  the  fruit.  They  multiply 
at  first  in  the  tissues  of  the  *'pockets,"  and  afterwards  pass  towards 
the  surface.  Some  of  the  hyphsB  push  up  between  the  epidermal  cells 
and  spread  out  between  these  and  the  cuticle.  Here  by  repeated 
brancning  and  interlacing  they  form  a  net-work  which  is  not  more 
than  one  cell  deep  (Figs.  2, 3).  The  threads  forming  this  net- work  are 
composed  of  very  short  cells,  not  more  than  twice  as  long  as  broad, 
which  soon  start  an  independent  growth  at  right  angles  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  pocket,  forming  small  cylinders  standing  close  side  by  side, 
but  apparently  unconnected  (Fig.  4).  They  at  first  carry  the  cuticle 
upon  their  ends,  but  finally  rupture  it  and  appear  on  the  surface. 
These  bodies  are  the  immature  asci.  They  are  at  first  filled  with  a 
rich  granular  protoplasm,  which,  as  they  increase  in  length,  passes 
into  their  free  ends  and  is  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  tube  by  a  septum. 
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The  portion  above  is  now  the  ascus  proper,  and  occupies  about 
two-thirds  of  the  length  of  the  tube,  the  remainder  constituting  the 
pedicel.  The  protoplasm  now  rounds  itself  off  into  several,  usually 
eight,  spores  (Fig.  6).  These  are  colorless,  globose,  and  about  4  ^ 
in  diameter.  The  mature  asci  are  club-shaped,  40  to  60  ja,  long  by  8 
to  16  //  in  diameter.  They  stand  closely  side  by  side,  the  pedicel  sup- 
ported upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  epidermal  cells  so  tliat  no  part 
of  the  asci  extends  within  the  tissues. 

The  spores  escape  when  ripe  by  rupturing  the  free  end  of  the  ascus. 
They  germinate  readily  in  water  by  the  formation  of  an  excrescence 
or  bud,  which  soon  assumes  a  shape  about  like  that  of  the  parent 
spore.  The  daughter  spore  in  turn  gives  rise  to  a  second  bud  like  the 
first,  and  this  process  continues  for  several  generations,  or  until  the 
nourishment  in  the  fluid  is  exhausted.  If  mature  spores  are  detained 
within  the  ascus  germination  frequently  follows,  and  as  a  result  the 
latter  becomes  filled  with  innumerable  sprouts  of  various  orders  and 
sizes,  which  readily  separate  and  escape  as  individual  spores  when 
the  ascus  is  ruptured.* 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  is  seen  that  the  fungus  is  abundantly 
able  to  propagate  itself.  Each  *  *  pocket "  develops  countless  numbers 
of  ^ci,  and  each  ascus,  as  a  rule,  contains  no  less  than  eight  spores, 
which  upon  germination  give  rise  to  several  generations  of  daughter 
spores.  Notwithstanding  the  ease  with  which  the  spores  germinate, 
no  one  has  succeeded  in  infecting  healthy  plums  with  them. 

The  mycelium  of  the  fungus  is  found  in  the  smaller  branches  in 
early  spring  before  the  diseased  fruit  appears,  which  seems  to  indi- 
cate that  it  may  live  from  year  to  year  m  the  tree  itself;  moreover, 
the  annual  recurrence  of  the  **  pockets"  on  the  same  tree  furnishes 
additional  proof  of  this  fact. 

The  only  course  of  treatment  which  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  the 
case  suggests  is  to  remove  and  destroy  the  "pockets"  before  they 
reach  maturity.  In  doing  this,  it  would  seem  to  be  well  to  cut  back 
the  branches  so  as  to  destroy  all  the  parts  which  are  likely  to  Contain 
the  mycelium  of  the  fungus.  Instances  have  come  under  our  obser- 
vation where  this  practice  was  followed  for  two  or  three  years  with 
decidedly  beneficial  results. 
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9,— Apple  Rusts.* 
(Plat«s  XI,  xn.) 

I.— OKNERAt.  OBSERVATIONS. 

Orchard  rusfcs  have  long  been  known  as  troublesome  pests  to  the 
apple,  quince,  and  other  cultivated  fruits,  often  doing  much  injury 
to  the  crop.  It  is  not  the  present  purpose  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  destructiveness  of  those  fuugi,  out  assuming  that  their  eradi- 
cation is  desired  the  allotted  space  will  be  occupied  in  outlining  the 
E resent  knowledge  of  the  rust  plants  and  suggesting  remedies  wnich 
ave  borne  the  test  of  trial,  or  may,  in  the  fight  of  a  fuller  under- 
standing of  the  fungi,  prove  of  advantage  in  diminishing  their  in- 
roads upon  an  important  industry. 

As  now  understood,  the  apple  rusts  are  forms  of  species  of  the 
genus  Oyvmosporamjium,  which  live  upon  the  cedars  or  junipers 
Tjuniperus  and  Cupressus^  in  one  stage  and  upon  the  apple  in  anotner. 
These  two  forms  in  the  lite  history  of  the  parasite  are  so  very  differ- 
ent in  outward  appearance  that  the  early  botanists  classified  them  as 
distinct  species  in  different  genera.  Those  upon  the  cedars,  as  above 
stated,  are  Oymnosporangia,  and  the  forms  upon  the  apple  are  mem- 
bers of  thd  old  genus  Ece^'ifeUa,  As  the  condition  upon  the  cedar 
precedes  that  upon  the  apple,  iA  the  cycle  of  life  of  the  fungus,  it  is 
proper  that  we  first  confine  our  attention  to  the  form  upon  the  juniper 
group. 

Th^  genus  Chymnosporanghim  is  a  member  of  the  group  Ure- 
dinece,  or  true  rusts,  to  which,  also,  belong  Piiecmia,  UromyceSy 
Phragmidium,  and  ^  number  of  less-known  gf^uera,  as  well  as  the 
old  form-genera  Uredo,  ^eidium,  etc.  The  order  UredinecB  is 
one  of  parasites,  and  many  of  them  are  particularly  destructive  to 
fai'm  and  garden  crops.  We  have  onlv  to  point  to  the  wheat, 
<^at,  rye,  and  barley  rusts,  and  those  oi  many  grasses  and  other 
crops,  to  convince  tiie  general  reader  that  the  groups  to  which  his 
attention  is  called  is  one  abounding  in  injurious  species.  An  out- 
line of  the  life  history  of  the  wheat  rust  may  help  in  explaining  the 
meaning  of  the  term  form-genus^  and  at  the  same  time  prepare  the 
way  for  a  more  thorough  understanding  of  the  cycle  througn  which 
tLe  apple  rusts  pass. 

Th^  rust  of  the  wheat  was  first  named  DVf'fZoZmear is  tod  described 
as  a  distinct  species.  A  rust  upon  the  barberry  was  designated 
j^cidium  berberidis,  and  another  form  of  fungus  upon  the  wheat  was 
styled  Puccinia  graminis,  Tulasne,  thirty  years  ago,  advanced  the 
idea  that  the  Uredo  species  were  only  early  forms  in  the  development 
of  species  of  Pucrima.  In  1863  De  Baryf  added  the  belief  that  the 
^cidium  species,  so  called,  were  likewise  forms  in  the  life  history  of 
Pueciniay  Uromyces,  and  allied  genera,  and  that  they  preceded  the 
Uredo  stage.  De  Bary's  view  was  based  upon  a  very  careful  study 
of  the  wheat  rust.  The  spores  found  late  in  the  season  upon  the 
wheat  culms,  and  appearing  as  dark-brown  patolies,  were  germinated, 
producing  small  Spores  upon  the  tij)s  of  minute  filaments.  These 
sporidia  De  Bary  found  would  not  grow,  except  upon  the  leaves  of 

♦  By  Byron  D.  Halsted. 

f  Recherches  sur  le  developpeiuent  de  quelquea  champignons  parasites. — Ann.  des 
Sc.  Nat.,  4,  Ser.  1-30. 
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the  common  barberry,  where  they  vegetated  and  produced  in  a  short 
time  the  true  barberry  mst  {^cidium  berberidis).  The  spores  are 
borne  in  cups  grouped  together;  hence  the  common  name  of  "  clus- 
ter cup  "  for  the  fungus.  When  the  spores  contained  in  the  cups 
find  their  way  to  the  blades  of  wheat,  germination,  quickly  follows: 
the  slender  threads  called  mycelia  or  hyphaB  penetrate  the  plant  ana 
there  vegetate.  In  a  short  time  a  yellowish  patch  is  produced,  and 
the  imbedded  fungus  by  rupturing  the  epidermis  exposes  tlxe  orang^e 
dust  characteristic  of  tne  wneat  rust.  Following  the  Uredo  linearis 
is  the  final  state,  or  Fuccinia  graminis,  the  one  with  which  De  Bary 
started. 

It  will  be  seen  to  follow  from  the  pains-taking  investigation  of  the 
celebrated  German  botanist  that  what  were  called  distinct  snecies 
become  only  forms  of  the  same  species,  and  were  all  the  life  lusto* 
riea  of  the  various  kinds  of  rusts  known,  it  is  probable  that  such 
genera  as  Uredo  and  ^cidium  would  cease  to  remain.  They  are  re- 
tained to  accommodate  those  forms»  the  genetic  relationship  oi  which 
has  not  as  yet  been  determined.  In  deciding  upon  the  name  for  the 
polymorphic  fungus  it  is  natural  to  select  the  nnal  form;  therefore, 
m  case  or  the  examples  here  briefly  outlined,  the  species  is  Puccinia 
graminia,  Pers.,  which  includes  all  the  stages.  A  common  method 
of  indicating  the  ^cidium,  Uredo,  and  Puccinia  (teleutosporic)  forms 
is  by  Romam  numerals.  Thus  whatever  in  the  description  of  the 
species  comes  under  I  refers  to  the  ^cidium  state;  unaer  II  to  the 
Uredo,  and  III  represents  the  final  form. 

Let  us  now  glance  at  some  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
the  three  forms  above  mentioned.  The  final  spore  formation  called 
the  teleutospore,  in  Puccinia  graminis,  as  in  all  members  of  the 
genus  Puccinia,  is  composed  of  two  cells,  usually  very  closely 
united  by  their  bases  and  spoken  of  as  a  single  spore.  It  is  virtually  • 
a  winter  condition  of  the  species,  with  the  protoplasm  condensed 
within  and  surrounded  by  thick  protecting  walls.  These  cells  ger- 
minate in  any  moist  place  m  spring,  producing  a  slender  filament  usu- 
ally  somewhat  branched,  and  finally  bearing  a  small  spore  upon  each 
tip.  This  first  form  of  spore  is  not  ranked  as  a  distinct  state,  be- 
cause it  is  simply  the  escaped  condition  of  the  vital  substance  of  the 
teleutospore  in  a  shape  to  facilitate  the  multiplication  and  easy  dis- 
semination, as  well  as  penetration  into  the  host  of  the  essential  part 
of  the  teleutospore.  The  ^Jcidiiim,  as  seen  upon  the  barberry  feaf, 
assumes  in  its  full  development  a  cup  like  structure  with  wall  and 
contents.  The  portion  of  leaf  which  is  infested  is  somewhat  thicker 
than  the  normal  parts,  often  of  a  yellow,  orange,  or  even  reddish 
color — and  in  this  thickened  patch  develop  the  fficidia  or  cups. 
These  form  within  the  infested  substance,  and  only  become  cup  like 
when  they  rupture  the  epidermis,  and  tlie  exposed  end  of  the  wall 
breaks  irregularly  and  tlie  edges  turn  outward,  thus  forming  the  mi- 
nute cup,  within  which  the  multitudes  of  eocidial  spores  are  borne  in 
olo8ely-j)acked  rows,  and  upon  this  account  are  often  quite  polyg- 
onal. In  the  early  stage  of  the  development  of  this  fungus  in  the 
infested  portion  of  the  leaf  there  are  minute  oval  or  flask-shaped  or- 
gans called  spermogonia,  produced  usually  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  the  leaf  to  that  finally  bearing  the  cups.  Small  oval  Dodies  are 
produced  within  the  spermogonia,  but  their  function  is  not  known — 
the  conjecture  has  been  simply  that  they  take  part  in  a  process 
of  fertilization  not  yet  discovered.    The  most  recent  paper  upon  the 
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wheat  rust  is  by  H.  Marshall  Ward,*  with  excellent  illnstrations, 
which,  with  the  classic  contribution  of  De  Bary  previously  cited, 
will  give  the  interested  student  a  full  knowledge  oi  the  present  as- 

Eect  of  the  subject.  In  theUredo  state,  upon  the  grass  me  fungus 
as  no  wall  or  cup  consisting  of  its  own  tissue,  but  is  made  up  of 
masses  of  threads  which  con^e^ate  under  the  epidermis,  finally 
bursting  it  and  exposing  the  elliptical,  finely  spinose,  orange  spores, 
borne  singly  and  termiaally  upon  long,  slender  stalks. 

These  uredospores  quickly  germinate  and  become  the  centers  of 
mycelial  growtn  for  the  production  of  pustules  containing  the  final- 
or  teleutospores  which,  in  their  general  method  of  formation  from 
the  hyphee  and  the  rupturing  of  the  epidermis,  agree  closely  with 
the  uredo  form,  except  that  tney  are  not  easily  detached  from  their 
pedicels. 

Having  thus  purposely  repeated  the  essentials  in  the  life  history 
of  a  leading  member  of  the  genus  Picccinia,  the  careful  reader  is 
prepared  to  enter  upon  a  more  elaborate  treatment  of  an  allied  group 
of  species. 

n.— TUB  asNus  ayxNospoRANanTM. 

This  genus  is  in  some  respects  closely  related  to  Paccinia,  These 
two,  out  of  several  genera  in  the  group  UredinecR,  are  the  only  ones, 
for  example,  which  nave  the  teleutospores  as  a  rule  two-celled,  as 
shown  at  Fig.  4  in  Plate  XII.  The  chief  differences  are  in  the  time 
of  year  when  the  teleutospores  are  formed  and  the  presence  of  a  ge- 
latinous surrounding  to  the  spores.  The  pedicels  or  spore-bearing 
stalks  are  usually  hyaline,  more  slender,  and  much  longer  in  Oym- 
nosporangium  than  in  Pucdnia,  a  necessary  difference  due  to  adap- 
tation to  the  unlike  conditions. 

History  of  the  genus. — The  genus  was  founded  by  De  CandoUe 
in  1805.  t  J^our  years  later  Lint  J  made  a  division  based  upon  the 
shape  of  the  gelatinous  substance,  placing  those  with  cylindrical 
masses  in  Podisoma,  This  division  was  long  retained,  but  is  now 
generally  considered  as  unnecessary.  Of  the  nine  species  of  the 
genus  now  known  in  the  United  States  all  are  parasitic  upon  a  small 
group  of  the  Conifercb  or  subfamily,  the  Cupressinece. 

Two  species  are  confined  to  the  white  cedar  (Cupressus  thyoides); 
three  inhabit  exclusively  the  red  cedar  (Junipencs  Virginiana);  two 
have  both  of  the  above  cedars  for  hosts:  one  upon  common  juniper 
(JuniperiLS  communis)  and  one  upon  Juniperus  occidentalis  of  ihe 
Rocky  Mountains.  All  but  the  last  are  treated  of,  and  with  a  mas- 
ter's hand,  by  Dr.  Farlow,§  to  whom  the  writer  is  under  special  ob- 
ligations for  matter  used  in  this  paper. 

Characteristics  of  the  species. — Tne  species  are  founded  upon  the 
size,  color,  and  approximation  of  the  gelatinous,  sporif erous  masses, 
and  the  measurements,  septa,  color,  number,  and  position  of  promy- 
celia  produced  from  each  spore  cell,  and  the  character  of  the  distor- 
tions of  the  host  plant.  The  promycelia  are  the  filaments  which 
grow  from  the  spore  cells  when  they  undergo  the  process  of  germi- 
nation.   At  Fig.  5  in  Plate  XII  is  shown  a  teleutospore  undergoing 

*  Illustrations  of  the  structure  and  life  history  of  Puccinia  graminis,  the  fungus 
causing  the  **  rust"  of  wheat. — Annals  of  Botany,  Vol.  II;  p.  317;  2  plates. 

I  Flore  Fran^aise,  Vol.  II. 

i  Observations  in  Ordinis  plantarum,  1809. 

§  The  Gvmnosporangia  or  Cedar  Apples  of  the  United  States^  from  Memoirs  Bos- 
ton Soc.  I^at.  History  1880. 
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germination.    A  promycelium  proceeds  from  each  cell,  and,  branch- 
ing, bears  sporidia  upon  the  tips. 

The  size  of  the  gelatinous  masses  varies  greatly  among  the  different 
kinds.  In  most  of  the  species  the  fungus  is  perennial  and  usually  of 
a  slower  growth  than  with  those  living  for  a  single  vear.  This  may 
account  in  part  for  the  characteristic  differences,  for  the  hyphao  or 
vegetative  tnreads  of  all  the  species  are  in  themselves  very  much 
aliie.  Thus,  in  a  slow-growing  species  with  a  small  amount  of  my- 
celium there  would  naturaTljr  be  less  distortion  for  the  same  length 
of  time  than  in  a  quick-growing  annual  species  with  a  large  i)ercent- 
age  of  mycelium  within  tne  tissue  of  the  host.  But  even  this  attempt 
at  an  explanation  does  not  render  it  clear  why  two  species  made  up 
of  almost  indistinguishable  filaments  in  equal  amounts,  and  growing 
at  the  same  rate  over  equal  periods  of  time,  should  give  rise  upon  the 
same  tree,  or  branch  of  the  tree,  to  widely  different  distortions  of 
the  host.  In  some  of  the  perennial  species  the  fungus  lives  mostly  in 
the  cambium  layer  and  stimulates  an  excessive  deposition  of  wood 
from  year  to  year  in  the  infested  part  until  it  becomes  several  times 
larger  than  the  normal  portion  above  and  below  the  excrescence. 
Of  such  are  the  conspicuous  swellings  upon  the  branch  of  white  ce- 
dar caused  by  G,  biseptcUum,  Ellis.  In-others  the  mycelium  spreads 
rapidly  through  the  young  twigs,  robbing  and  dwarfing  them  until 
a  dense  tuft  results  unlike  the  healthy  twigs  6f  the  cedar.  The  fan- 
ciful name  of  "Witches'  Broom"  is  not  inaptly  applied  to  such  dis- 
tortions produced  by  (?.  EUisii  (Berk.),  Farl.  Other  species  are 
more  local  in  their  attacks  and  confine  their  work  to  a  small  cedar 
leaf ,  and  the  result  is  one  of  the  so-called  "  apples,"  often  soft  in  text- 
ure, due  to  the  large  percentage  of  hyphaB  and  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  gall-like  structure.  The  response  of  the  cedar  plant  to  the  stim- 
ulus induced  by  the  young  fungus  is,  perhaps,  not  unlike  that  fol- 
lowing an  insect's  sting,  and  one  is  about  as  easy  to  explain  as  the 
other.  The  gelatinous,  sporif  erous  masses  vary  greatly  in  size,  color, 
and  their  proximity  to  eacn  other.  In  Gymnosporangium  Ellisii  they 
are  quite  minute,  almost  invisible  when  dry,  and  of  a  reddish  brown 
color,  orange  after  a  rain,  when  they  are  swollen  by  the  moistui'e  to 
nearly  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length  and  scattered  over  the  larger 
twigs  composing  the  "broom-like"  distortion.  In  G,  biseptatum, 
above  citea  for  its  knotty  excrescences  sometimes  several  inches  in 
diameter,  the  gelatinous,  spore-bearing  masses  are  borne  in  the  cracks 
and  fissures  of  the  distorted  stem  as  rugose,  shapeless  tufts  of  light 
yellow  jelly.    Other  species  have  the  spore-beanng,  gelatinous  out- 

growths  from  the  excrescence  proper  projecting  for  a  considerable 
istance,  often  more  than  an  inch,  when  swollen  by  prevailing  moist- 
ure. In  such  there  is  a  striking  difference  between  the  expanded  form 
and  the  dry  condition  when  the  horns  of  jelly  have  dried  down  and 
almost  disappeared. 

Injury  to  the  Jwsts. — All  of  the  species  of  Gymnosporangia  are  in- 
jurious to  the  hosts  but  not  in  the  same  degree.  It  is  not  the  most 
conspicuous  species  that  necessarily  effects  tne  greatest  injury.  For 
example,  a  showy,  rapidly  growing  annual  may  do  less  harm  and  be 
more  quickly  eradicated  than  a  persistent,  deeply  seated  perennial.  If 
the  destructive  work  of  the  species  was  confined  to  the  cedars  of 
various  sorts  there  would  be  no  serious  complaint,  but  because  in 
one  form  they  trespass  upon  the  apple,  quince,  and  other  closely 
allied  cultivated  plants,  they  are  dreaded  by  the  fruit-grower  under 
the  common  name  of  "  Orcnard  Rusts," 
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m.— THE  ROESTELIA  POKM8. 

With  this  preliminary  treatment  of  the  first  form  of  the  species  of 
Ghymnosporangia.  let  us  pass  to  a  brief ^  consideration  of  the  second 
state,  worse  than  the  first ;  after  which  an  injurious  species  is  to  be  taken 
up  for  special  inspection.  The  old  genus  imder  which  the  orchard 
rusts  were  classified  by  early  botanists  is  Rcestelia,  This  corresponds 
with  and  is  not  very  different  from  the  genus  JEcidiumy  which  was 
treated  of  while  considering  the  polymorphic  nature  of  PucGinia 
graminiSf  and  known  commonly  as  the  "  cluster-cup  "  form,  ffrowina 
upon  the  barberry.  The  chief  difference  is  in  the  size  of  the  wall 
^peridium)  of  the  cup,  which  in  ^cidivmi  is  short,  while  amonff  iJc&s- 
lelia  it  is  prolonged  into  a  tube  often  several  times  as  lona;  as  broad, 
In  some  species  of  the  latter  genus  the  cups  or  ''horns*'  do  not  pro- 
duce a  fringed  mouth  at  the  top  as  is  usual  in  u^iditmi,  but  the  cells 
of  the  peridium  remain  closed  at  the  apex,  and  below  separate  from 
each  otner  longitudinally,  forming  meshes  for  the  escape  of  the  spores. 

These  prolonged  cups  are  borne  usually  in  clusters  upon  the  under 
side  in  thickened  patches  of  the  infested  leaves  or  fruit  of  various  • 
pomaceous  species  of  the  order  MosacecB,  as  for  example  the  apple  and 
quince.  Some  species  frequently  attack  the  young  fruit  ana  twigs 
and  in  developing  greatly  distort  them.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
Ecestelin  aurantiacA,  Peck.,  which  infdsts  several  species  of  hawthorn 
i^Cratwgus),  juneberry  {AmelailchieT\,  and  apples  and  quinces.  This 
is  a  very  beautiful  species  having  brilliant  orange  spores,  suggestiujg 
the  specific  name,  and  when  growing  in  a  large  succulent  fruit  is 
usually  attractive  to  the  eye,  if  one  can  overlook  the  damage  that  the 
fungus  has  wrought.  Quinces  have  f  rejiuently  been  seen  oimore  than 
half  their  natural  size  and  almost  entirely  covered  with  the  densely 
aggr^^ated  broad  cups  which  bear  their  shining  white  peridia,  re- 
curvea  and  exhibiting  the  masses  of  bright  orange  spores  within. 

The  leading  points  m  the  classification  of  the  Ecestelia  are  gross  ap- 
pearance of  affected  parts  (Plat^iXI,  Fig.  1),  location,  size,  form,color, 
and  proxmity  of  the  eecidia;  col6r,  size,  and  markings  of  the  spores 
and  peridial  cells,  and  location,  number,  and  color  oi  spermogonia. 

The  first  indication  of  an  attaiCk  Of  Rc^telia  is  a  slight  discolora- 
tion of  the  part,  usually  the  leaf ^  followed  by  minute  flask-shaped 
bodies,  the  spermogonia  filled  with  minute  free  cells  of  unknown 
use.  Soon  after,  usually  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  leaf,  appear 
the  cecidia  which  bear  the  Spores  (Plate  XII,  Figs.  2,  3)  that  when 
returning  to  the  Cupressine(B  develop  the  Ghyvinosporangiuvi  and 
thus  complete  the  cycle  of  the  fungus.  As  before  stated,  this  rela- 
tionship between  the  fungi  upon  the  Ponteod  and  the  Cupressinem  was 
long  ago  suspected,  but  not  until  within  a  few  years  has  the  actual 
demonstration  been  furnished.  Dr.  Farlow  was  among  the  first  in 
this  country  to  take  up  the  work  in  a  systematic,  scientific  manner. 

In  *'the  Qymnosporangia,  or  cedar  apples  of  the  United  States,*'* 
he  recognized  eight  species  of  the  genus  Oymnosparangium  and  an 
equal  number  of  Rop^teliaf  but  was  at  that  time  unable  to  fully  estab- 
lish the  genetic  relation  between  the  two  forms. 

In  February,  1886, f  he  Concluded  that  O,  bitfeptatum,  Ell.,  and 
R.  hotyranifefi,  Schw.,  were  probably  connected;  also  G.  globosum, 
Farl.,  and  JB.  aurantica,  Pk.,  and  tnat  (?.  tnacropus,  Lk.,  had  its 
RoRetelki  on  apples  and  Amekmchier, 

♦Memoir  1.  c*     Boston  Soc.  Nat.  History,  ISSO. 

t  Notes  on  some  species  of  Oyinno»porangia  and  Chrysomuwa  of  the  United 
States.    tAm.  Acad;  Arts  and  8o. 
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There  are  two  chief  means  of  gaining  information  upon  q^uestions 
of  relationship  in  the  forms  of  parasitic  fungi;  first,  bv  studying  with 
great  care  the  geogi-aphical  range  of  each  form,  and  secondly,  and 
most  conclusively  of  all,  by  cultures*  For  example,  if  there  is  any 
considerable  territory  over  which  only  one  Oymnofipoinngium  flour- 
ishes, and  is  followed  by  a  single  form  of  Ruestelia,  it  would  not  be 
unfair  to  suspect,  at  least,  that  these  two  forms  were  of  the  same 
species*  Sucn  facts  as  these  have_given  strong  hints  to  aid  in  the 
systematic  culture  of  the  forms.  Tlie  time  of  maturing  the  spores 
also  enters  as  evidence  of  no  small  value. 

Thus,  i2.  hotryapites  upon  i\iQ  Amelancliier  {^  late  in  maturing, 
scarcely  being  ripe  before  October,  while  the  cedar  apples  of  §. 
macropiis  begin  forming  in  ^arly  summer;  therefore  at  the  outset 
there  is  circumstantial  evidence  &,gainst  these-  forms  being  genetically 
related.  In  this  connection,  however,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
most  Oymnosporangia  kre  perennials  and  that  the  same  may  be  true 
of  the  Kcestelia*  Consequently  the  only  entirely  satisfactory  method 
of  determining  the  relationship  is  by  culture,  and  this  consists  in 
growing  certain  Rchsfelia  ujyon  the  hosts  and  failing  to  grow  all 
others,  by  repeatedly  sowing  the  Gymnosporangium  spores,  under 
favorable  conditions,  while  at  the  same  time  preventing  access  of  any 
other  kind  of  teleutospores. 

Mr.  R.  Thaxter,  a  graduate  student  under  Dr.  Farlow,  has  been 
successful  in  this  experimental  work,  and  now  with  considerable  con- 
fidence the  connection  between  several  species  of  Oymnosporangia 
and  Rce^telia  can  be  stated.  Without  attempting  to  give  the  details 
of  Mr.  Thaxter's  paper*  the  summary  of  results  is  here  repeated: 

1.  (?.  conicum,  D  C.=i2.  comuta  (Etu-.),  Fr. 

2.  O.  davipes,  C.  &  P.=i?.  aurantiaca,  Pk. 

3.  O,  clavaruBforme,  D  C.=i2.  lacerata  (Sow.),  Fr. 

4.  (?.  7nacr()|ni«,  Lk.==i2.  tnrafa(Schw.XThax. 

5.  O,  biseptatum.  Ell. = if.  botryapiteSy  Schw. 

6.  Q.  Ellisii,  (Berk.)  Farl.=i2.  tranaformans,  EIL,  probably. 

7.  G,  gldbo9um,  Farl.  ? 

If  we  construct  another  table  giving  the  hosts  for  each  form,  as 
has  been  done  by  Professor  Seymour,!  it  would  indicate  new  points 
of  interest: 

1.  a  EUt9ii         )  Pirufl  arbutif olia  }   «  j^^^/.^^^^.  i 

[  White  cedar  Cultivated  apple  f  ^*  trarMforman9  1. 
8.  O,  biaeptaium )  Juneberry  R.  hotryapites  3. 

Mountain  a«h  J 
Juneberry         )■  R,  comuta  4. 
Red  cedar  Hawthorn 


8.  G.  glahosum 
4.  G,  conicum 
6.  G.  macropUs^ 


Crab  apple  ) 

Cultivated  apple  [  R.  pirata  5. 
Juneberry  ) 

Hawthorn  ^ 

Juneberry  (  p 


Quercus  "^  R,  aurantiaca  Q. 

6.  G,  dampen)  Red  cedar  Cultivated  apple  J 

>      afid 

7.  G.  fmeiim  )  Juniper  ? 

Hawthorn  ) 

8.  G,  ddvarkefarme--Jumper  Junebeny  V  R,  lac^aia  8. 


ernr 
uid( 


Wild  and  cultivated  apple 


*  On  certain  cultures  of  Oymnosporangia,  with  Notes  on  their  Roeetelia.  Am.  Acad. 
Arts  and  Sci.,  1886,  p.  259. 
t  Orcl^d  Busts,  VoL  IV  Am.  Hort.  Rept. 
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Amonff  the  Cupressinecz  it  will  be  se^n  that  the  red  cedar  is  the 
favorite  nost,  no  less  than  four  species  infesting  it.  Of  the  Pomece 
the  juneberry  takes  the  lead  with  five  species. 

At  least  four  species  may  infest  the  cultivated  apple,  namely:  if. 
transformanSy  a  lorm  of  G.  EUwii  on  white  cedar  (Cupressus  thy- 
oides),  B.  av/rantiaca,  of  G.  clavipes  on  red  cedar  iJuniperus  Vtr- 
giniana),  R.  lacerata  of  G.  clavariceforme  on  juniper  {Juniperus  com- 
munis),  and  R.  pirata  of  (?.  macropus  on  red  cedar. 

This  shoidd  be  borne  in  mind  while  we  ti*eat  in  detail  of  G,  ma- 
cropus, which  is  the  species  credited  with  causing  the  principal  part 
of  the  rust  of  the  apple  orchard. 

IV.— GYMNOSPORANaiUM  MACROPUS,   LK,* 

This  species  (Plate  XI,  Fig.  2)  is  the  common  "cedar  apple"  of  the 
United  States,  and  during  moist  weather  in  spring  produces  con- 
spicuous orange  galls. 

History, — It  was  first  described  by  Schweinitz  in  1882  as  Gymno- 
sporangiv/m  juniperi-virginiancB.  in  1825  Link  named  it  Gymno- 
sporangiwm  mxicropus,  he  having  previously  (1809)  constructed  the 
genuB  Podisomxi  to  include  those  species  possessing  the  gelatinous, 
sporiferous  masses  more  or  less  conical  or  cylindrical.  There  is 
seemingly  no  good  reason  for  his  excluding  this  Species  from  his  new 
genus.  In  1831  Schweinitz  adopted  Link's  specific  name,  accepted 
his  new  genus,  and  called  the  species  Podisoma  macropus,  Schw.,  by 
which  name  it  has  been  generally  known  until  within  the  last  few 
years.  Recent  mycologists  have  considered  that  the  mere  shape 
of  the  gelatinous  tufts  is  not  generic,  and  being  convinced  that 
Schweinitz's  ori^nal  specific  name  was  awkward  and  misleading,  as 
four  other  species  grow  upon  Juniperus  Virginiana,  by  common 
consent  the  name  here  employed  has  been  agreed  upon.  Schweinitz 
had  himself  already  adopted  Link's  specific  term. 

Geographical  distribution, — This  species  is  found  with  its  host  over 
a  wide  range  of  territory,  but  not  in  equal  abundance,  wherever  the 
red  cedar  grows.  The  introduction  of  the  juniper  into  new  locali- 
ties has  been  followed  by  this  parasite,  so  that  tne  "apple"  may  be 
generally  considered  a  quite  constant  accompaniment  of  the  cedar. 

External  characters, — The  "apple"  or  gall  usually  forms  a  some- 
what kidney-shaped  excrescence,  attached  by  a  small  base  on  the 
concave  side,  and  varying  in  size  from  a  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  length.  A  careful  search  will  reveal  the  first  beginning  of 
the  enlargement  some  time  in  midsummer,  much  depending  upon 
the  weather  previous  to  this  tim6.  The  fungus  attacKs  the  leaves, 
and  after  vegetating  for  a  time,  develops  a  small  external  swelling 
of  the  size  of  a  pin  head  upon  one  side.  This  continues  to  enlarge 
until  the  normal  dimension  is  reached.    A  fully  developed  "apple" 

♦Synonyms: 
uymnosporaTigium  juniperi-virginiancB^  Schw.    Syn.  Fung.  Carl.;  Sup.,  p.  74; 

No.  504;  1822. 
Qymnosporangium  niacropvs,  Link.    Sp.  Plant;  Vol.  VI;  part  2,  p.  128;  1825. 
Podisoma  juniperi-virginiance,  Fr.    Syst.  Myc;  Vol.  Ill;  p.  57;  1852. 
Podisoma  macropus,  Schw.    Syn.  Fung.  Am.  Bor. ;  p.  807;  Wo.  8(396.    Sprague*8 

Ck)ntrb.  N.  E.  Mycol.;  p.  329.    Curtis  PI.    N.  CT;  p.  121.    Peck's  28d  N.  Y. 

Rept.;  p.  57. 
Exsiccata:  Ravenel  Funz.  Car.  1;  No.  85.     Ellis  N.  A.  F.,  8;  No.  270.    ThOm. 

Myc.  Unr.;  No.  148. 
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seems  often  to  be  an  outgrowth  from  tlie  branch  and  frequently  ap- 
pears terminal  upon  the  twi^  because  the  stem  above  it  was  crowded 
to  one  side  or  dwarfed  ana  lost  from  view.  When  winter  sets  in 
these  excrescences  are  of  nearly  full  size,  of  a  beautiful  light  choco- 
late color,  and  exhibit  a  uniform  series  of  shallow  i)its. 

Microscopic  characters. — At  this  time  the  gall,  in  thin  sections, 
under  a  high  magnifying  power  is  seen  to  consist  of  a  mass  of  oval, 
thick- walled  cedar  cells  packed  together  in  an  irregular  manner,  and 
ramifying  among  them  are  the  hyphae  of  the  fungus.  During  the 
early  spring,  when  moist  warm  weather  comes,  the  threads  or  the 
"apple''  congregate  at  the  base  of  each  of  the  circular  disks,  each 
thread  developing  a  double  spore  upon  its  tip,  at  t£e  same  time 
secreting  a  large  amount  of  jelly  and  pushing  out  a  horn  of  orange- 
yellow,  elastic,  gelatinous  substance  (rlate  XI,  Fig.  2). 

At  this  time  the  galls  are  most  conspicuous;-  and  the  cedar  trees 
when  badly  infested  appear,  after  an  April  and  May  shower,  as  if  in 
bloom,  and,  in  fact,  the  soft  excrescences  are  commonly  known  as 
"  cedar  flowers."  While  these  horns  are  extended  and  before  having 
dried  down  by  fair  weather  the  teleutospores  (Plate  XII,  Fig.  4)  un- 
dergo the  process  of  germination  (Fig.  5).  When  the  gelatinous 
masses  become  shrunken  by  drying,  the  sporidia,  formed  upon  the 
tips  of  the  promycelia  (Fig.  5  a  a),  are  brought  into  a  condition  to  be 
easUy  removed  and  carried  away  by  the  wind.  When  another  rain 
comes  new  spores  mature  and  undergo  the  same  process  of  secondary 
spore  formation.  After  the  season's  crop  of  spores  has  been  produced 
tne  excrescence  becomes  almost  as  hard  as  bone,  and  soon  loses  its 
attachment  to  the  tree.  In  other  words,  the  Oymnosperangium  with 
which  we  are  now  more  especially  concerned  is  an  annual.  The  galls 
may  remain  upon  the  branches  for  more  than  one  summer,  but  only 
as  ary  and  dead  knots  after  the  first  year,  and  the  retention  is  merely 
accidental. 

Conditions  favoring  the  development  of  the  fungus, — The  time  in 
the  spring  for  the  maturing  of  me  spores  is  largely  determined  by 
the  weather.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  citing  some  experiments 
carried  forward  two  seasons  ago.  The  galls  were  gathered  upon 
April  12,  and,  before  any  gelatinous  tufts  were  developed,  placed  in 
water  in  a  warm  room;  and  on  April  23  the  sporidia  were  ripe  and 
in  great  abundance.  By  this  artificial  heat  and  constant  supply  of 
wajer  the  fungus  was  forced  at  least  tlyee  weeks  ahead 'of  its  time. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  cold,  dry  spring  retards  the  development  of 
the  cedar  apple  as  much  as  opposite  conditions  tend  to  push  it  for- 
ward. In  1887  there  were  two  distinct  crops  of  the  Roestelia  upon 
the  wild  crab  {Pirus  coronaria)  on  the  coMege  grounds  (Ames,  Iowa) 
as  a  result  of  natural  sowing.  There  were  practically  two  spring 
rains  after  the  Oymnosporangium  was  sufficiently  advanced  to  take 
advantage  of  moist  yeather,  namely,  on  April  22  and  23,  amounting 
to  1.26  inches  of  rain-faU,  and  June  12  and  13,  amounting  to  1.59 
inches,  with  only  .86  inch  distributed  among  seven  showers  between 
the  above  dates.  The  sowing  following  the  AprU  rains  matured  the 
crops  in  fifty-eight  days,  buch  a  remarkable  season  rendered  it 
easy  to  test  the  length  of  time  required  for  the  growth  of  the  Roestelia, 
as  well  as  illustrated  the  fact  of  successive  crops,  the  number  of  which 
would  be  determined  by  the  number  of  rains  and  periods  of  dry 
weather  during  the  weeks  when  inoculation  was  possible.  It  is  also 
a  matter  of  ol«ervation  that  the  inoculation  of  the  cedar  tree  for  a 
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new  crop  of  the  Ghymnosparangiuvi  in  midsummer  is  dependwt 
upon  tjxe  character  of  the  weather.  A  dry  Bummer  is  not  conducive 
to  an  abundant  ^*  seeding,"  while  August  showers  favor  the  par^ 
asite, 

V,— RCB5STBI4A  OJf  AJ»PW», 

The  BoBstelia  associated  with  the  large  conspicuous  annual  Gym- 
nosporangium  (G,  macropus)  above  described  is  R,  pirata  (Fig,  1) 
as  given  by  Mr,  Thaxter. 

This  was  first  described  by  Schweinitz  as  ^cidium  piratum  grow- 
ing upon  Pirua  coronwria.  It  is  recorded  also  upon  the  jun^perry 
and  various  sorts  of  cultivated  apples.  There  has  been  a  great  de^ 
of  confusion  in  this  Roe^telia,  aue  to  a  variety  of  forms  which  it 
probably  assumes.  Dr.  Farlow  and  Mr,  Thaxter,  botli  of  whom  have 
given  much  attention  to  this  subject,  are  not  convinced  as  to  the  ex- 
act relationship  of  the  various  forms  of  JRoerSteliat  especially  the  ones 
associated  with  G.  macropus.  It  does  not  become  me,  therefore,  to 
attempt  the  clearing  away  of  doubts,  which  can  only  be  done  by  ^ 
long  series  of  cultures  of  all  the  species  and  their  forms,  both  with 
the  teleiitospores  upon  the  Pornece  and  the  RoeMelia  spores  upon  the 
Cupreasinew,  Volume  vii,  part  2,  of  Saccardo's  Syllo^e  Fungorum, 
just  at  hand,  does  not  throw  as  much  light  upon  American  species  or 
Gymnosporangia  as  might  be  desiredT  The  author,  Dr,  J,  B,  De 
Toni,  gives  but  eij^ht  species,  and  onlvone  ((?,  clavaricifonne)  with  its 
Bc^stdia  upon  Ftrus  mains  (cultivated  apples)  and  fur  G,  macTQVV>s 
mentions  only  Pirus  coronaria  (wild  crab)  as  the  host  of  its  sBcidiftl 
form,  It  maybe  said  in  passing  that  G,  EUisii  is  Phragmidium  El- 
Uaii,  KOrn,  but  its  relationship  to  iJtp^teto  tranfornians  of  the  genus 
Pirua  is  fully  recognized,  It  is,  however,  not  the  province  of  this 
~>aper,  prepared  as  it  is  for  the  popular  reader,  to  enter  into  a  more  ex- 
ended  consideration  of  the  genetic  relationship  than  a  treatment  of 
the  remedial  measures  will  warrant, 

Charaoteriatica  of  the  BcBatelia, — The  following  description  is 
written  from  the  specimens  which  were  obtained  by  cultivating  the 
spores  of  undoubted  Gymnoaporanpivm  mojcropua  upon  leaves  of  the 
common  wild  crab  (Pirua  ooronarta).  The  first  appearances  of  the 
R(Batslia  is  a  thickened  orange  patch  upon  the  iniested  leaf,  soon 
bearing  minute  dark  points  upon  the  upper  side  (Plate  XI,  Fig,  1). 
These  spermogonia  are  followed  shortly  py  the  eecidia  upon  the  under 
side,  which  are  usually  in  a  circle  from  a  anarter  to  a  third  of  an 
inch  across.  The  wall  of  the  cup  when  fully  ripe  is  ashy  white, 
delicate,  and  splits  to  the  base  into  numerous  slenaer  threads  which 
turn  outward  and  down^vw-rd  (revolute)  and  touch  the  base  of  the 
peridium  (Plate  XII,  Figt  1).  The  cells  composing  the  peridium 
are  13  to  16  by  100  to  110  /4,  wd  much  thickened  with  transverse  striae 
upon  the  inner  or  concave  side.  The  spores  are  brown,  almost  choc- 
omte  colored,  smooth,  somewhat  polygonal,  and  36  to  23  ^  in  diam- 
eter. In  the  cultures  the  stem  is  often  infested  with  the  fungus, 
and  the  branch  is  frequently  distorted, 

The  ease  with  which  the  wild  crab  can  be  inoculated  with  the  (?, 
mxicyropua  is  remarkable,  and  not  the  less  striking  has  been  the  entire 
absence  of  the  rust  from  all  kinds  of  cultivated  apple.  In  the  midst 
of  the  otherwise  full  measure  of  doubt  as  to  the  Ro^stelia  of  the  apple 
there  comes  this  result  of  close  observation  for  the  past  three  years. 
In  view  of  this  and  other  facts  of  a  like  nature  it  seems  to  me  that 
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too,  much  of  the  iujury  to  orchards  from  x'uats  has  been  ascribed  to 
(?,  maeropxiSy  which  is  a  oouspiouous  wide-spread  species,  more  easily 
detected  by  the  general  observer  than  any  of  the  otner  species  having 
Roestelia  growing  upon  the  cultivated  apple.  The  repeated  failures 
of  the  sown  sporidia  to  produce  Bce^stelia  upon  any  variety  of  culti- 
vated apples  at  Ames,  Iowa,  while  at  the  same  time  and  under 
similar  conditions  there  has  been  no  failure  to  obtain  abundance  of 
the  rust  upon  the  wild  crab,  furnish  ground  for  this  doubt  in  the 
prevailing  belief.  The  relation  between  the  two  forms  is  so  mani- 
fest that  cedar  and  crab-apple  trees  which  stand  within  ten  rods  of 
each  other  are  both  very  badly  infested  and  have  been  for  years, 
while  cultivated  apple  trees  no  farther  distant  from  the  same  cedars 
have  imiformly  failed  to  develop  the  Ro^telia,  There  are  no  doubt 
great  differences  of  susceptibility  among  cultivated  sorts,  and  it  is 
possible  that  in  this  yicmity  only  the  varieties  which  are  proof 
against  the  rust  are  to  be  foimd.  However,  the  college  nursery  is 
not  more  than  thirty  rods  from  some  infested  cedars,  and  in  such 
nursery  rows  a  large  assortment  of  apples,  mostly  Russian,  however, 
are  grown  in  great  numbers.  None  oi  the  Cupressinecz  grow  native 
near  the  college,  and  the  O,  macropxis,  as  far  as  close  inspection  can 
determine,  is  the  only  species  in  tne  vicinity.  In  other  portions  of 
the  ooimtry  where  the  cultivated  apples  are  oadly  infested  it  may  be 
that  the  rust  is  due' to  one  or  more  of  the  other  species  of  Gymno- 
sporangium.  For  example,  the  J?,  laoerdta^  which  is  a  form  of  Q, 
davariceforme  of  the  common  juniper,  is  well  understood  as  grow- 
ing upon  cultivated  apple.  Also  M.  auraw/ioca,  the  form  so  con- 
spicuous upon  the  quince  fruit,  is  a  pest  in  the  apple  orchard,  and 
has  as  its  teleutosporic  condition  the  O^  clavipes  which  infests  both 
the  red  and  the  common  cedar, 

VI,^THKATM?NT 

As  a  remedial  measure  it  passes  without  further  comment  that  it 
is  well  to  destroy  all  specii^ens  of  the  red  cedar  or  savin  {Junipenis 
Virginiana).  In  that  way  the  only  known  host  of  G.  macwptis 
would  be  destroyed  and  one  of  the  two  for  G,  davipei}.  The  remain- 
ing hosts  for  Gynmosporangia,  which,  in  their  Roestelia  form,  in- 
fest the  apple  are  the  white  cqA.^t:  (Cupressus  thyoides)  and  common 
jimiper  (Juniperv^  cammimis).  The  range  of  these  two  species  is 
very  wide  and  the  former  often  attains  to  a  large  size  and  produces 
a  durable  quality  of  timber  of  great  service  in  many  ways.  The 
common  juniper,  growing,  as  it  does,  only  as  a  low  shrub,  could  be 
disposed  of  without  seriously  marring  the  beauty  of  the  landscape 
or  doing  injury  to  any  American  industry.  The  red  cedar  is  a  prom- 
inent ornamental  shrub  or  small  tree,  and  thei^  would  be  some  ob- 
jection to  its  eradication.  If  it  must  remain  it  would  not  tax  the 
f)atience  of  a  conscientious  fruit-jrrower  to  go  over  the  plants  in 
ate  autumn  and  gather  the  '^apples"  before  they  have  arrived  at 
that  state  when  they  can  be  infectious  to  the  apple  trees.  The 
galls  are  annual,  not  deeply  seated,  and  can  be  quickly  removed  with- 
out doing  violence  to  the  tree,  It  would  be  better  to  do  this  gather- 
ing in  late  autumn  or  even  in  winter  than  to  delay  until  spring,  with 
allof  its  hurry  caused  by  the  pressing  work  incident  to  tne  opening 
season.  The  wild  crabs  or  any  stray  trees  of  the  cultivated  sorts 
must  not  be  overlooked,  for  they,  and  particularly  the  crab,  furnish 
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a  means  of  continual  propagation  of  the  pest,  especially  if  tliQ  Rcestelia 
is  perennial.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  orchardist  that  the  uprooting  of 
all  such  wild  apples  is  no  serious  sacrifice,  and  for  other  reasons,  as 
a  rule,  barring  a  single  week  of  a  profusion  of  fine  sweet-scented 
blooms  in  spring,  these  plants  may  well  be  classified  among  perennial 
weeds  of  large  growth.  It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  treat  here  of 
any  remedies  that  may  be  appned  similar  to  those  that  have  proved 
efficient  in  checking  the  inroads  of  the  mildews  iipon  the  grape,  un- 
less it  be  to  spray  flie  fruit  trees  at  just  the  time  when  the  sporidia 
are  apt  to  come  m  contact  with  the  foliage.  No  set  time  can  oe  laid 
down  for  this,  as  it  will  depend  upon  the  locality  and  season.  In- 
oculation takes  place  shortly  after  a  rain  in  middle  spring  and  the 
period  would  be  long  or  short  depending  upon  the  prevailing  weather 
at  the  time.  As  the  labor  of  making  the  required  applications,  to 
say  nothing  of  the,ex*pense  for  apparatus  and  chemicals,  would  be 
much  more  than  the  gathering  of  the  cedar  apples  in  the  case  of 
6r.  macropus,  it  goes  without  further  saying  that  remedial  meas- 
ures other  than  the  knife  are  here  neither  urged  nor  recommended. 
It  would  be  less  easy  to  cut  out  the  affected  portion  of  the  white  cedar 
bearing  O.  EUisii  and  of  the  common  juniper  with  its  G,  davipes, 
which  would  eradicate  the  quince  rust  as  well,  and  G,  clavariceforme^ 
but  this  is  the  shortest  way.  As  for  the  latter  host  it  may  as  well 
be  pruned  level  with  the  ground,  but  for  the  white  cedar  the  case  is 
less  easily  met.  However,  it  may  be  that  Gymnosporangium  EUisii 
is  one  which  is  the  least  injurious  of  all. 

Very  likely  some  varieties  of  cultivated  apples  are  mor^  suscepti- 
ble to  the  rust  than  others,  but  as  the  observations  upon  this  point  are 
meager  and  fragmentary  it  is  not  safe  to  draw  any  general  conclu- 
sions from  them.  Varieties  like  Fallawater  and  Red  June  are  men- 
tioned as  subject  to  the  rust,  while  the  Early  Harvest  and  Red  Ast 
trachan  are  not  badly  attacked.  If  it  is  true  that  G.  inacropus  is 
the  cause  of  the  larger  part  of  the  rust  of  cultivated  apples  the  ex- 
periments in  Iowa  would  indicate  that  the  varieties  from  ilussia  and 
elsewhere  which  are  being  tested  for  lia?rdiness  in*  the  severe  and 
treacherous  climate  of  the  State  were  proof,  against  the  rust  caused 
by  G.  macropus. 

In  treating  of  the  rust  of  the  ^rain  it  was  shown  that  there  were 
three  distinct  stages  through  which  the  fungus  passed  from  the  tel- 
eutospore  to  the  final  state  again.  In  short,  there  was  the  aicidio, 
the  uredo,  and  the  teleuto  conditions.  In  such  a  parasite  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  difficulties  of  eradication  are  multiplied.  In  the  apple 
rusts  there  are  only  two  known  forms,  namely,  the  secidio  and  the 
teleuto  conditions.  With  the  wheat  rust  one  remedy  consists  in 
destroying  the  barberry;  the  rest  of  the  work  of  eradication  nee<is 
to  be,  from  the  nature  of  the  fungus,  largely  preventive.  To  this 
end  the  seed  wheat  is  soaked  in  chemicals,  the  leading  one  of  which 
is  cupric  sulphate  f sulphate  of  copper,  blue  vitrol,  blue  stone,  etc.), 
for  tne  purpose  of  aestroying  the  adhering  rust  germs.  All  the  rusts 
are  deeply  seated  parasites  which  do  not  show  themselves  upon  the 
surface  until  it  is  too  late  to  apply  an  effective  remedy.  Therefore 
but  little  can  be  Loped  for  from  direct  action  of  remedies  upon  the 
affected  parts.  With  our  apple  rust  both  the  hosts  are  trees,  and 
in  most  cases  the  fungi  are  perennial ;  it  therefore  follows  tliat 
the  preventive  measures  used  in  connection  with  seed  grain  do  not 
arply- 
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10. — Sbptosporium  ON  Grape  Leaves.* 
(Plate  Xin.) 

I  . — GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

During  the  summer  of  1887  Professors  Scribner  and  Viala  col- 
lected a  lungus  on  the  wild  grape  vines  ( Vitis  Califomica)  at  Orange, 
pal.,  which  in  external  apj^earance  closely  resembks  Septosporium 
Fuckelii,  known  only  on  foreign  vines. 

The  following  is  an  extract  Irom  Professor  Scribner's  note-book: 

'*  Found  on  leaves  of  Avild  vines,  Septosporium  FuckeliL  Leaves 
on  some  vines  destroyed  by  this  fungus.  On  the  upper  surface,  the 
first  appearance  of  the  disease  is  comparable  to  that  of  the  Downy 
Mildew.  Spots  on  underside  nearly  black  and  round,  not  irregular, 
as  with  Peronospora,"\ 

The  spots  referred  to  grow  larger  and  coalesce,  so  that  occasionally 
nearly  tne  entire  leaf  surface  becomes  black  below  and  brown  above. 
It  has  not  been  reported  on  the  cultivated  grape. 

♦Septosporium  heterosporum,  Ellis  &  Galloway.— On  living  leaves  of  VltiH 
Califomica,  near  Orange,  0^1.     Collected  by  Prof.  F.  L.  Scribner.  October,  1887. 

Spots  scattered  and  more  or  less  confluent,  indefinitely  limitcl,  nistv  bro\\Ti 
above,  one-half  to  1  centimeter  in  diameter,  smoky  black  below  or  anpeaii-ig  t^ray 
on  account  of  the  tomentum  of  the  leaf. 

Hyplue  hypophyllous,  issuing  in  fascicles  from  the  stoma ta  of  the  leaf  ptiJ  bear- 
ing at  their  apices  the  very  variable  conidia  which  are  at  first  oblong-cylindrical, 
2  to  3  septate,  80  to  40  by  5  to  7  /^,  like  the  conidia  of  a  Cercospora.  Tliese  conidia  soon 
become  constricted  at  the  septa  and  eacli  of  the  three  or  fom-  cells  become  unisep- 
tate.  The  three  primary  septa  gradually  become  deeper  until  the  conidia  finally 
separate  into  three  or  four  separate  uniseptate  segments  of  a  short  eUiptical  or  nearly 
spnerical  shape,  about  13  /u  in  diameter,  with  the  epispore  distinctly  roughened.  We 
liave  compared  this  with  specimens  of  Septosporium  Fuckelii,  Thiim. ,  as  represented 
De  Thilmen's  Mycotheca  XJniversalis,  671 ,  and  with  specimens  collected  in  Algeria  by 
Professor  Viala.  Tlie  California  specimens  differ  in  their  much  shorter  hyphsa  and 
venr  different  conidia,  which  aro  much  constiicted  at  the  septa. 

f Botanical  Gazette,  January,  1888. 
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H.—BOTAJ^ICAJ-  CHARACTERS. 


The  black  appearance  of  the  lower  surface  ia  caused  by  the  fruit- 
ing portion  of  tne  fungus.  The  sporophores  are  in  tufts  which  pro- 
ject from  the  stomata,  and  are  borne  upon  a  knot  of  mycelium  ju»t 
under  the  epidermis.  They  are  composed  of  short,  septate,  dark  col- 
ored hyphsB,  rounded  at  the  apex  ana  tapering  toward  the  base,  each 
bearing  a  chain  of  conidia. 

The  spores  are  dark  colored,  numerous,  and  usually  several  septate. 
At  first  they  are  smooth,  not  constricted  at  the  septa,  and  generally 
not  more  than  four  celled,  but  as  they  grow  older  the  surface  be- 
comes rough,  the  number  of  cells  increase,  they  become  much  con- 
stricted at  the  septa,  and  occasionally  longitudinal  septa  make  their 
appearance  (Fig.  4),  New  septa  also  appear  in  the  older  spores. 
The  time  of  the  formation  of  the  septa  may  be  inferred  by  their 
thickness  ftnd  the  degree  of  constriction  around  them.  The  differ- 
ent cells  continually  become  more  and  more  spherical,  so  that  the 
older  cells  are  nearly  perfect  spheres  and  have  a  tendency  to  fall 
apart.  The  chains  oi  si)ores  assume  very  different  shapes  according 
to  their  age  and  environment.  The  spores  examined  were  from  dried 
specimens  and  the  phenomena  of  growth  were  not  observed,  but, 
judging  from  the  forms  assumed,  the  process  of  development  would 
be  as  indicated.  The  appearance  of  roughness  of  the  spore-walls,  e»- 
pecially  in  immature  specimens,  appears  to  be  due  to  a  granular  ar- 
rangement of  the  contents,  but  if  these  are  shrunken  by  some  reagent 
the  irregularities  do  not  disappear  and  are  plainly  seen  to  exist  in  the 
walls. 

These  fruiting  tufts  may  be  entirely  independent^  but  they  are  also 
found  in  connection  with  a  spermogonial  lorm  (Figs.  5,  6).  In  this 
case  they  spring  from  the  side  or  apex  of  the  capsule,  passing  through 
a  stoma  as  before.  The  spermogonia  may  also  be  inaependent 
{Fig.  6),  not  connected  with  any  conidial  form,  and  having  the  ostiola 
situated  beneath  the  stomata.  In  these  independent  capsules  the  collii  * 
around  the  ostiolum  frequently  project  a  little,  jiving  the  impression, 
when  looking  down  upon  them,  that  the  conidiophores  have  broken 
off  at  the  base;  and  this  idea  is  strengthened  by  finding  septa  at  the 
base  of  nearly  every  fruiting  hypha.  Frequently  also  the  stroma  at 
the  base  of  the  conidiophores  is  much  enlarged,  as  if  a  speimogonium 
were  in  process  of  formation. 

The  spermogonium  is  a  thin-walled,  yellowish  brown  capsule,  its 
outer  cells  frequently  extending  into  mycelium  threads.  It  is  lined 
with  a  layer  oi  colorless,  flask-shaped  cells,  on  which  the  spermatia 
are  borne;  these  seem  to  be  produced  in  chains,  which  fall  apart, 
leaving  the  spores  septate.  The  spermatia  (Fig.  7)  are  bacillus-like 
and  partake  of  the  Brownian  movement.  They  measure  4  to  7  by 
li  to  2  /4,  arc  usually  straight,  sometimes  slightly  curved,  and  usu- 
ally larger  at  the  ends  than  in  the  center. 

The  differences  between  this  form  and  Sepfosporinvi  FSickelii  may 
be  seen  by  comparing  Figs.  1  and  %  with  3  and  4.  The  conidiophores 
and  spores  of  Fuckelii  are  more  slender  and  the  conidiophores  are 
longer;  those  of  the  new  form  are  clavate,  but  those  of  Fuckelii  are 
not.  It  would  be  well  to  say  in  this  connection  that  in  Viala's  Les 
Maladies  de  la  Vigne  the  conidiophores  of  Fuckelii  are  drawn  cla- 
vate. The  drawing  in  this  report  was  made  from  a  camera-lucida 
sketch  of  material  collected  by  Professor  Viala  in  Algeria,  and  is 
true  as  regards  this  material.    There  is  probably  a  considerable  vari- 
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ation  between  diiFerent  specimens.  There  is,  however,  much  differ- 
ence in  the  spores.  The  mature  spores  of  Fuckelii  are  almost  iden- 
tical with  the  young  spores  of  the  American  species,  but  the  older 
spores  of  the  iatter*are  broader,  constricted  more  or  less  deeply  at 
the  septa,  and  the  surface  shows,  peculiar  markings,  due  to  irregu- 
larities which  are  not  present  in  Fuckelii,  The  illustrations  of  the 
spores  show  typical  forms  of  both  species,  but  the  tufts  of  conidio- 
pTiores  both  contain  rather  fewer  than  the  average  number  of  hy- 
phee. 

Viala  gives  the  length  of  the  spores  as  from  30  to  60  /<.  Those  we 
have  measured  vary  from  5  to  10  by  20  to  55  ^,  and  those  of  the 
American  species  measure  5  to  12  by  13  to  50  /<.  The  mere  figures 
do  not  indicate  much  variation  between  the  species.  The  specific 
differences  consist  rather  in  the  sliape  and  general  appearance  of  the 
spores  and  ccmidiophores,  and  in  the  fact  that  one  species  is  found 
in  connection  with  spermogonia  and  the  other  is  not, 

11.— Leaf-spot  Djseasb  of  tsb  Mapi^ju 

Phyllosticfa  aceriodla,  C,  &  E, 

(Plates  XrV,  XV.) 
I.— GKNIBRAI^  OpaWiVATlONS,  mSTORY,  ETC. 

In  many  parts  of  the  West,  maple  trees,  especially  those  belong- 
ing to  the  silver-leaved  species,  Acer  dasucarj^um,  are  frequently  at- 
tacked by  a  parasitic  fiingus  which  greatly  Injures  their  appearance 
and  lessens  tneir  value. 


The  fungus  attacks  the  leaves  exclusively,  destroying  the  chloro- 
phyll (green  coloring  matter)  wherever  it  gains  a  foothold,  and  con- 
sequently interfering  witlx  assimilation,  Tuis-may  occur  to  such  au 
extent  as  to  decrease  the  growth  of  the  wood,  causing  the  trees  to 
become  weak  and  more  or  less  stxmted,  In  addition,  the  foliage  be- 
comes very  unsigjitly  (Plate  XIV),  so  that  in  sections  wht^rer  the  disease 
is  especially  prevalent  people  prefer  to  plant  shade  trees  not  subject 
to  the  attacks  of  such  disfiguring  maladies,  and  in  consequence  the 
sale  of  maples  by  nurserymen  is  considerably  diminished. 

The  disease  is  especially  severe  where  a  large  number  of  trees  are 
grown  together,  as  in  nurseries  and  groves.  Isolated  trees  are  rarely 
seriously  attacked. 

The  beauty  and  grace  of  the  maple  and  its  easy  cultivation  have 
long  made  it  one  of  the  most  popular  and  widely  used  of  all  our  shade 
trees.  A  disease,  therefore,  which  injures  it  in  any  way  demands 
our  attention. 

Hosts. — The  fungus  attacks  the  species  dasycarpum^  rubrum,  and 
Pennsyhmnicum*  In  the  West  Acer  dasycarpum  suffers  especially 
from  its  attacks;  but  in  the  District  of  Columbia  it  is  A,  rubrum  that 
seems  to  be  most  subject  to  the  disease,  and  A.  das^ycarpnm  is  com- 
paratively exempt. 

Oeographwal  aisfribution, — So  far  as  known  the  fungus  is  restrictied 
t6  this  continent,  but  it  seems  to  be  very  Avide-spread  through  the 
United  States,  It  is  reported  from  New  York,  Jf ew  England,  New 
Jersey,  Illinois,  Kansas,  arid  other  States.     It  has  also  been  found 

*  As  a  matter  of  convenience  the  differc^nt  species  of  maple  wiU  be  referred  to  here 
under  their  botanical  names,  as  follows:  Acer  dasycarpumy  White  or  Silver  maple; 
Acer  rubrum.  Red  maple;  Acer  Pennaylvanicum,  Striped  maple. 
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abundantly  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D.  C.  In  the  nurseries 
of  Missouri  Agricultural  College  it  caused  considerable  injury  to  the 
young  trees  three  or  four  years  ago. 

History. — The  fungus  causing  the  disease  seems  to  have  been  first 
collected  in  New  England  on  Acer  rvbrwrn  by  a  Mr.  Sprague,  and 
described  from  his  species  in  1874  by  Messrs.  Berkeley  and  Curtis  as 
Sph(Bropsis  minima  *  In  1879  Peck  reports  finding  it  on  the  same 
host  in  Greenbush,  N.  Y.  t  In  1880  Cooke  and  Ellis  described  a  fungus 
found  on  "Maple  leaves"  in  New  Jersey  which  they  called  Phwlo- 
sticta  acericola.  %  In  his  Sylloge  Fungorum,  Saccardo  publishes  these 
species  as  independent,  but  changes  SpJuBromis  mmimay  B.  &  C. 
to  Phonm  minima,  Sacc.S  In  the  Journal  of  Mycology  for  1886||  Dr. 
George  Martin  gives  Sphce^rapsis  minimxi  as  a  synonym  of  PhyUo- 
siicta  acericola,  and  finally  Farlow  in  his  Host  Indexlf  has  published 
Phyllosticta  a,cericola,  C  &  E.,  SphcerOpsis  minima,  B.  &  C,  and 
Phomxi  minima,  Sacc,  as  synonynas. 

If  the  law  of  priority  is  to  hold  in  the  nomenclature  of  fungi,  this 
fungus  probably  ought  to  be  known  as  PhyUosUcta  minima,  (B.  & 
C),  C.  or  E.,  but  since  it  was  published  independently  by  Cooke  & 
Ellis  as  P.  acericola  and  this  name  afterward  adopted  by  Dr. 
Martin  it  is  the  one  that  will  be  used  in  this  paper. 

n. — EXTERNAL   CHARACTERS. 

It  makes  its  appearance  upon  the  leaves  about  the  middle  of  May, 
in  the  form  of  small,  blackish,  more  or  less  circular  spots,  which 
rapidly  increase  in  size.  As  they  enlarge  their  shape  becomes  more 
and  more  irregular,  their  color  meantime  changing  from  black  to 
different  shades  of  brown.  On  Acer  dasycarpum  (Plate  XIV)  the 
color  of  the  spot  becomes  almost  a  dirty  white  in  the  center,  sur- 
rounded by  a  black-brown  border.  On  A.  rubrum  the  center  is  red- 
dish brown  and  the  border  dark  or  purplish.  The  external  appear- 
ance on  the  two  species  is  so  different  as  to  give  the  impression  to  the 
casual  observer  of  two  different  fungi.  The  texture  of  the  spots  is 
also  different.  In  A.  dasycarpumthe  diseased  tissues  are  very  much 
more  brittle  and  less  coherent  than  the  healthy  ones,  often  showing  a 
disposition  to  break  away  from  the  green  portions  of  the  leaf.  In  A. 
ruorum  the  affected  parts  are  much  nrmer,  although  still  more  brittle 
than  the  healthy  portions  of  the  leaf.  They,  however,  do  not  have  the 
thin,  fragile  appearance  possessed  by  the  spots  on  A.  dasycarpum. 
The  difference  both  in  the  color  and  texture  of  the  spots  on  the  two 
species  can  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  difference  in  color  and 
texture  of  the  healthy  leaves.  Acer  rubrum  possesses  a  darker, 
firmer  leaf,  the  tissues  of  which  would  break  down  much  less  easily 
than  those  of  A,  dasycarpum. 

When  the  spots  have  attained  their  full  size  they  vary  from  10  to 
14  millimeters  in  diameter,  are  irregular  in  outline,  and  often  run 
together,  forming  a  large  irregular  patch.     In  the  worst  cases  the 

*  Sphcerop9i8  minima,  B.  &  C. — Maculis  pallide  brunneis;  perithecii  minutis 
tectis,  sporis  breviter  obovatis.  On  leaves  of  Acer  rubrum.  New  England,  Spragua 
No.  5314.  Fonmng  little  sub-orbicular  brownish  spots;  peritliecia  sub-cuticular, 
minute,  spores  shortly  obovate,  4fx  long.    Grevillea,  vol.  Ill,  p.  2. 

iSOth  Rep.  N.  Y.  State  Museum,  pp.  81  and  77. 
Grevillea,  VoL  Vin,  p.  11. 
Vol.  Ill,  p.  116. 
Page  18. 
|PartI,p.l9. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SEOTION  OP  VEGETABLE  PATHOLOGY.  886 

gi-eater  part  of  the  leaf  surface  becomes  occupied  by  these  brown  or 
grayish  white  patches,  and  the  leaf  finally  shrivels  and  dies.  The 
young  leaves  are  attacked  as  soon  as  they  appear,  so  that  the  falling 
off  of  the  old  ones  does  not  free  the  plant  from  the  attacks  of  the 
parasite. 

m.— BOTANICAL  CHABA0TEB8. 

At  any  time  during  the  summer  or  autumn,  small  black  dots,  scat- 
tered over  the  lighter  portions  of  the  diseased  spot,  may  easily  be 
seen  with  the  naked  eye  (Plate  XIV).  Under  the  microscope  tnese 
prove  to  be  thin- walled,  hollow  bodies  (Plate  XV,  Fig.  1),  containing 
the  spores  or  reproductive  organs  of  the  fungus.  These  conceptacles, 
otherwise  known  as  the  pycnidia,  are  somewhat  flask-shaped,  have 
dark-colored  walls  one  or  two  cells  thick,  and  are  provided  with  an 
opening  or  ostiolum  for  the  discharge  of  the  spores.  They  are  also 
lined  with  colorless  tissue  upon  which  the  basidia  or  spore-bear- 
ing stalks  are  borne.  • 

The  thickness  of  the  pycnidia  walls  and  of  the  lining  tissue  varies 
in  different  hosts,  the  walls  are  more  distinct,  and  the  layer  of  color- 
less tissue  thicker  in  A,  ruhrum  than  in  A,  dasycarpum. 

The  spores  are  colorless,  granular  bodies  8  to  9pi  long  by  5  to  6;i  in 
diameter,  and  usually  contain  one  or  more  rather  large  sized  vacuoles. 
They  are  nearly  oval  and  often  somewhat  angular  in  shape,  this  being 
caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  spores  against  each  other  before  they 
escape  from  the  conceptacle.  • 

The  spores  are  produced  in  the  following  manner:  The  colorless 
lining  tissue  gives  rise  to  multitudes  of  small,  cylindrical,  club  shaped 
bodies  which  stand  at  right  angles  to  the  wall  of  the  pycnidium;  the 
free  ends  of  these  swell  up,  and  are  finally  cut  off  from  the  support- 
ing portion  by  a  septum.  The  upper  portion  has  then  become  the 
spore  and  the  lower  part  the  basidium,  or  stalk;  the  latter  is  from 
10  to  12/i  in  length  and  about  4/i  in  diameter,  and  usually  tapers  a 
little  towards  the  spore.  The  spore  finally  breaks  off  from  the 
stalk  and  passes  out  through  the  ostiolum.  These  mature  spores  are 
capable  of  reproducing  the  fungus.  If  kept  for  a  time  in  a  drop  of 
water  they  will  germinate  bysendingout  a  slender  filament  (Plate 
XV,  Fig.  2),  which  soon  develops  into  a  mycelium.  If,  as  occurs  in 
nature,  these  spores  fall  on  the  leaves  of  the  maple  and  are  there  wet  by 
the  rain  or  dew  the  same  thing  ^vill  happen,  but  in  this  case  the  geiini- 
nating  filament  bores  into  the  leaf  and  the  mycelium  developing  within 
the  leaf  tissues  feeds  upon  the  plant  juices  which  are  required  for  the 
sustenance  of  the  plant  itself,  and  interferes  with  the  assimilating 
power  of  the  leaves. 

The  mycelium  or  vegetative  part  of  the  fungus  is  found  exclusively 
between  the  cells.  No  haustoria  could  be  determined,  but  in  some 
cases  the  cells  were  so  firmly  united  to  the  mycelium  filaments  that 
they  could  not  be  separated  by  repeated  jarring  under  the  cover- 
glgss,  even  when  the  specimens  had  oeen  so  macerated  that  the  cells 
of  the  host  fell  apart  readily.  In  the  specimens  examined  the  my- 
celium in  Acer  rvhrum  (Plate  XV,  Fig.  3  a)  was  considerably  coarser 
than  in  Acer  dasycarpv/m  (Plate  X  v ,  Fig.  3  6,  cj,  but  in  other  re- 
spects it  is  the  same.  It  is  branched,  septate,  and  nlled  with  granular 
protoplasm  in  both  cases.  As  has  been  stated,  thi^  is  the  first  por- 
tion of  the  fungus  to  develop  between  the  cells  of  the  host,  but  it 
soon  forms  condensed  masses  here  and  there  just  beneath  the  upper 
surface  of  the  leaf.    These  increase  in  size  and  finally  rupture  the 
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Epidermis,  producing  the  black  dots  or  pycnidia  already  described. 
The  process  of  differentiation  of  the  pycnidium  and  its  contents  has 
never  been  completely  followed  out. 

During  winter  the  fungus  lives  in  the  tissue  of  the  deca,ying 
leaves,  and  the  stylospores  retain  the  power  of  germination  ufitij  the 
new  leaves  have  come  out  the  following  spring.  Last  spring  (1888) 
stylospores  were  found  in  abundance,  and  germinated  as  late  as  the 
middle  of  April. 

Some  leaves  that  had.  been  left  on  the  ground  over  winter  were 
examined  the  following  summer,  and  some  of  the  conceptacles  on  the 
diseased  spots  were  found  to  contain  what  seemed  to  oe  immature 
asoi.  These  conceptacles  or  perithecia  closely  resemble  the  pycnidia 
in  all  respects,  save  as  to  their  contents,  and  m  the  specimens  exam- 
ined these  were  somewhat  indistinct,  but  the  main  part  of  the  cavity 
was  plainly  filled  with  bodies  closely  resembling  asci  in  their  shage 
and  arrangement,  although  no  spores  could  be  distin^ished.  This 
fact  merely  increases  the  probability  that  the  form  of  the  fungus  with 
which  we  are  familiar  is  only  one  stage  in  the  life  history  of  an 
ascosporous  species. 

IV*— TREATMENT. 

No  line  of  treatment  has  ever  been  attemj^ted  for  this  disease,  and 
any  suggestions  in  the  matter  must  be  purely  theoretical,  based,  how- 
ever, on  a  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  fungus  and  the  properties 
of  fungicides  already  tested  in  similar  cases. 

Since  the  fungus  lives  over  winter  in  the  leaves  it  is  obvious  thact 
a  source  of  infection  will  be  removed  if  these  are  collected  in  the  au- 
tumn and  burned  or  buried  before  they  are  scattered  by  the  wind. 
In  nurseries  where  the  trees  are  small  it  is  probable  that  good  results 
will  follow  the  application  of  some  fungicide  which,  interposing  be- 
tween the  surface  of  the  young  leaves  and  the  spores  whicTi  may  f ajll 
upon  them,  will  prevent  tiie  germination  of  the  latter  or  destroy  their 
germ-tubes. 

Doubtless  a  solution  made  by  dissolving  half  an  ounce  of  sulphu- 
ret  of  potassium  to  the  gallon  of  water  will  be  found  as  cheap  and 
efficient  as  any  for  the  application.  The  solution  should  be  applied 
to  the  foliage  by  means  of  a  force-pumi)  having  a  nozzle  of  fine  ap- 
erture^ such  as  the  Riley  ** Cyclone"  or  Nixon  *' Climax,"  which 
will  distribute  the  liquid  in  a  fine  spray.  The  first  application  should 
be  made  about  the  time  the  leaves  are  two-thirds  grown,  repeating 
the  operation  every  three  or  four  weeks  if  tlie  season  is  wet.  In  nurs- 
eries it  would  be  well  to  select  new  sites  for  plantatic^ns  of  young 
trees  as  often  as  possible,  as  observation  has  shown  that  maple  trees 
grown  for  a  number  of  years  in  succession  upon  the  same  spot  suffer 
more  than  those  in  new  soil. 

V.—BlBUOGRAPHY. 
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12.— A  Disease  of  the  Sycamore. 

Oloeospoi'ium  nervisequum,  Saco. 

(Plate  XV.) 

I. — aBNERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

For  several  years  the  Sycamore  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington 
have  suffered  during  tl^e  sprint  from  the  attacks  of  a  parasitic  fun- 
gus which  has  been  so  severe  that  in  many  cases  the  whole  tree  ap- 
peared as  if  scorched,  and  sometimes  died.  The  effects  of  the  disease 
are  so  conspicuous,  and  have  attr&cted  so  much  attention,  that  many 
will  probably  be  ^lad  to  learn  the  cause  of  the  trouble  and  history  of 
the  disease,  even  if  there  is  no  approved  method  of  removing  it.  ' 

In  1888  it  appeared  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  by  the  last  of 
June  many  of  the  largest  trees  were  entirely  defoliated.  On  May  30 
the  trees  along  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac  for  a  considerable 
distance  down  the  river  were  carefully  examined  and  every  tree,  large 
and  small,  was  f  o\md  to  be  badly  diseased.  On  the  smaller  trees  the 
leaves  were  all  affected  alike,  but  on  the  large  ones  onlythe  branches 
over  the  lower  half  showed  any  signs  of  the  malady.  Trees  thus  af- 
fected presented  a  very  peculiar  appearance;  in  fact  we  have  often 
seen  trees,  under  whicn  large  brusn-heaps  had  been  burned,  having 
their  foliage  in  exactly  the  same  condition,  i,  e,,  the  lower  half  brown 
and  withered,  the  upper  half  fresh  and  green. 

Trees  in  the  oitv  were  also  affected,  but  not  so  seriously  as  those 
in  the  country.  A  row  of  Sycamores  along  the  Boundary,  between 
Tenth  and  Twentieth  streets  northwest,  were  quite  badly  diseased* 
Here  the  malady  was  confined  almost  entirely  to  tiie  lower  branches, 
athough  the  trees  were  comparatively  small,  many  of  them  being 
less  than  25  feet  high. 

Trees  near  Hyattsville  and  College  Station,  JJ[d.,  were  in  a  number 
of  instances  killed  outright  by  the  disease,  but  most  of  those  in  or 
near  the  city  recovered  toward  the  middle  of  summer,  at  which 
time  the  malady  had  for  the  most  part  disappeared. 

Qeographical  distribution.— li  has  been  observed  in  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Indiana,  and  we  have  reliable  evidence  that  it  existed  in 
New  Jersey  (Ellis)  and  Illinois  (Waite).  It  has  been  collected  in 
California  oy  Harkness  on  Platanus  orierdalis^*  and  Dr.  Vasey  states 
that  a  number  of  years  ago  his  attention  was  called  to  what  was 
probably  the  same  thing  while  traveling  through  Kentucky.  So 
far  as  known  the  disease  does  not  occur  in  Missouri,  and  careful  ob- 
servations during  the  past  season  in  Mississippi  failed  to  reveal  its 
presence  there  (Tracy).  It  is  present  in  Europe,  where  it  has  been 
found  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  France. 

Hosts, ^-li  occurs  on  Plafunus  racenwsa^  orientalis^  and  oeciden^ 
talis y  and  Fuckel  reports  it  upon  Queivus,  Hitherto  it  has  been  re- 
ported on  the  leaves  only,  but  we  nave  found  it  on  the  growing,  un- 
lignified  stems  and  on  tne  petioles. 

History,^-It  was  first  named  Hymenvla  plantani  by  Leveille,  and 
the  description  Was  published  in  the  Annaies  des  Soi.  Nat.  for  1848.  f 

♦Journal  of  Mycology,  Vol.  I,  p.  110. 

^  Bymenvla  Piatant  no  v.  »p.  Keceptaculis  gregariis  amphi^^enis  innatis  dein 
enimpentibus  minutis  camo8uli8,orbicularibufl  vel  ovatis  pulvinatis,  flavo-rubescenti- 
bus  macula  exarida  insidentibus ;  sporis  oratis,  vel  ourvatis  continuis  utrinqite  ob- 
tusis. 

Hab.  in  Gallia  meridonali.    Legit  ol.  Castagne  ad  folia  Plantani  orientalis. 
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Fuckel  changed  it  to  Fuso/rium  nervisequum,  but  Saccardo  has  trans- 
ferred it  to  the  genus  Gloeosporium,  and  this  has  been  adopted  by 
Ellis  in  the  Journal  of  Mycology. 

n.— BOTANICAL  CHARACTEES.* 

The  effects  of  the  fungus  are  most  evident  on  the  young  leaves  at 
the  ends  of  the  branches.  The  leaves  seem  most  liable  to  attack  at 
about  the  time  they  have  attained  their  full  growth.  When  the  dis- 
ease attacks  the  leaves  themselves  a  brown  patch  of  variable  size 
makes  its  appearance,  either  where  the  veins  fork  at  the  base  of  the 
leaf,  or  somewhere  along  the  course  of  the  nerves.  When  a  vein  is 
attacked  the  flow  of  sap  is  checked,  and  the  parts  of  the  leaf  that  are 
supplied  with  sap  by  the  vein  in  question  will  wither  and  die.  Some- 
times, however,  there  is  a  small  diseased  spot  along  a  vein  with  no 
other  perceptible  effect  of  the  fundus.  The  spots  are  dry  and  brittle, 
and  a  close  examination  will  reveal  small,  daric  dots  on  both  surfaces, 
especially  along  thie  veins  on  the  lower  side. 

V  ery  often,  however,  a  leaf  or  all  the  leaves  on  the  end  of  a  grow- 
ing branch  suddenly  wilt,  and  the  closest  examination  will  not  show 
any  traces  of  the  fungus.  In  this  case  it  can  invariably  be  found  on 
the  petiole  or  on  the  branch  itself,  where  its  action  in  breaking  down 
the  tissues  has  cut  off  the  supply  of  sap  from  the  leaf  or  leaves  be- 
yond. 

The  dark  colored  dots  already  referred  to  are  small  pustides  con- 
taining the  fruit  of  the  fungus.  On  the  leaf  (Plate  XV,  Fig,  5)  this 
usually  forms  just  beneath  the  lower  epidermis.  Within  the  pustules 
and  resting  on  the  outer  cells  of  the  mesophyll  is  a  thin  hymenium, 
formed  of  colorless,  thin-walled  pseudo-parenchyma.  This  bears  a 
layer  of  straight,  cylindrical,  pointed,  colorless  basidia  set  close  to- 
gether, which  are  septate  at  the  base  and  bear  spores  on  their  free 
ends.  The  spore§  (Fig.  6)  are  one-celled,  ovate,  and  colorless.  The 
pressure  of  the  basiiia  and  spores  ruptures  the  epidermis,  after 
which  it  usually  turns  back  entirely,  exposing  the  layer  of  basidia 
and  spores. 

On  the  living  bark  of  the  preceding  year  there  are  often  small 
protuberances  resembling  lenticels,  but  more  elevated;  sections 
through  these  reveal  two  conditions  of  a  fungus.  In  the  Botanische 
Zeitung  for  1886  Franz  von Tavel haspublished a  very  full  description 
of  this  fungus  under  the  name  of  Discella  platani.  In  the  earlier 
stages  it  is  merely  a  cone-shaped  mass  of  pseudo-parenchyma,  appar- 
ently formed  by  the  lateral  union  of  parallel  filaments.  After  a 
time  basidia  ana  spores  are  formed  in  the  center  of  the  mass,  and 
finally  the  entire  cone  disappears,  leaving  an  ordinary  fruit  pustule, 
strikingly  resembling  those  of  the  Olceosporium  on  the  leai,  except 
that  it  is  larger  and  the  stroma  at  the  base  of  the  basidia  thicker 
(Fig.  4).  There  is  an  abundant  colorless,  septate,  branching  myce- 
lium which  completely  breaks  down  the  tissue.  Von  Tavel  made  re- 
peated cultures  of  the  spores  of  this  fungus  with  a  view  to  ascertain- 
ing whether  it  had  any  genetic  connection  with  the  OloRosporitmi  on 
the  leaves,  but  the  results  were  negative.  The  first  impression  upon 
seeing  the  mature  form  of  the  DisceUa  is  very  strong  that  it  is  the 

*The  microscopic  work  represented  in  this  paper  was  completed  with  one  excep- 
tion, before  Von  Tavel's  paper  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  author ;  the  one  ex- 
ception is  in  reajard  to  the  intermediate  stages  between  the  matm'e  and  immatiiro 
form  of  Discella  platani. 
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same  thing  found  on  the  leaf,  but  beyond  the  morphological  evidence 
there  is  no  proof,  save  that  diseased  stems  and  leaves  do  often 
come  from  the  branches  upon  which  we  find  the  DisceUa.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  fungus  may  nave  two  forms  of  development,  one  for 
the  'leaf  and  another  for  the  bark,  and  that  the  formation  of  the 
pseudo-parenchymatous  mass  at  first  is  necessary  in  order  to  rupture 
the  cork  layer  and  the  epidermis  of  the  bark  and  allow  the  escape  of 
the  spores.  Von  Tavel  considers  this  as  the  pycnidium  form  of  some 
fungus. 

In  spring  many  of  the  younger  branches  on  the  diseased  trees  are 
dead  and  spotted  with  small,  dark  colored  pustules.  These  pustules 
are  made  up  of  several  capsules  containing  spermatia  like  spores. 
They  disappear  by  the  latter  part  of  June,  leaving  an  empty,  dark- 
colored  cavity  in  the  bark. 

Whether  or  not  this  is  what  Von  Tavel  calls  Cyiisparaplatani  we 
have  no  means  of  deciding.  The  perithecia  form  was  not  tound,  and 
we  have  no  specimens  for  comparison. 

In  addition  to  these  forms  there  is  another,  which  sometimes  occurs 
upon  the  ends  and  buds  of  dead  branches.  It  consists  of  very  large, 
irregular  pvcnidia,  containing  large  spores  borne  upon  prominent • 
basiaia.  Tne  spores  are  colorless  and  one-celled  when  young,  and 
dark  yellow  and  often  two-celled  when  mature.  This  can  hardly  be 
Tavel's  FeiiesfeUa  plaiani. 

Whether  or  not  there  is  any  genetic  connection  between  these  forms 
and  the  Ol(Bosporium  is  an  open  question.  Von  Tavel's  carefully 
conducted  experiments  are  without  definite  result  save  in  the  line  of 
the  Cytisporaj  and  in  this  case  the  evidence  goes  to  prove  that  it  is 
quite  independent  of  the  GUjeos2)orium,  having,  on  tne  contrary,  an 
Acrostolagmus  as  its  conidial  form. 

It  hardly  seems  reasonable  that  the  life  history  of  the  Oloeosporium 
is  confined  to  the  form  on  the  leaves,  especially  when  we  consider  that 
this  stage  only  lasts  about  two  months  of  the  year.  From  the  abun- 
dance of  other  fungi  on  the  branches  at  the  time  when  the  Olceospo- 
rium  makes  its  jippearance  it  seems  quite  probable  that  one  or  more 
of  them  may  be  found  to  have  some  genetic  connection  with  it. 

m. — TREATMENT. 

The  size  of  the  trees  makes  the  use  of  fungicides  very  difficult;  and 
the  fact  that  the  trees  are  not  important  from  an  economic  point  of 
view  renders  any  attempt  in  this  direction  undesirable.  It  is. always 
best  to  destroy  any  leaves  that  fall  from  the  effects  of  the  fungus,  as 
in  this  way  multitudes  of  sporesi  are  destroyed.  In  case  of  shade  trees 
^  it  will  not  be  a  very  difiicult  task  to  remove  all  dead  branches  before 
the  leaves  come  out  in  the  spring,  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of 
the  fungus  originating  from  spores  that  might  be  produced  on  them. 
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13. — The  Leaf  Rust  of  Cotton  woods. 

Mela/rrvp^ora  populina  L^v« 

(Plate  XVI.) 

L— aiCNEBAL  OBSBJIVATIONS. 

The  leaves  of  jK)plar»,  esx^eeially  the  Cottonwood  (Popnlus  moni- 
Ufera)y  aro  frequeutly  covered  during  summer  arid  autumn  with  an 
orarUgo  rust.  The  aftected  treea  Bh^  most  of  their  leaves  during 
summer  long  before  the  regular  time,  and  frequently  attract  atten- 
tion by  their  defoliated  appearance. 

This  rust  is  not  very  conspicuous  and  might  easily  pass  unobserved, 
but  upon  taking  one  of  the  fallen  leaves  in  hand  it  is  seen  to  be 
covered  with  small  yellow  pustules  from  which  at  maturity  a  fine 
yellow  powder  is  mscharged  over  the  surface  of  the  leaf.  Later, 
during  autumn,  the  leaves  become  covered  with  small,  reddish-brown 
specks,  not  powdery  in  their  nature,  but  hard  and  crust-like,  scarcely 
raised  above  the  surface. 

V  The  yellow  powder  and  dark-colored  Bj>ecks  are  masses  of  spores 
or  reproductive  bodies  of  a  parasitic  fungus,  a  minute  plant  belong- 
ing to  the  family  Uredinemy  or  rusts. 

The  most  remarkable  fact  concerniiig  the  Uredinect  is  the  poly- 
morphism or  alternation  of  forms  which  most  of  the  species  undergo. 
A-s  a  rule  they  pass  through  three  diif erent  stages,  producing  each 
time  a  different  kind  of  spor6,  These  conditions  are  quite  unlike, 
and  older  botanists  thought  they  belonged  to  different  genera.  In  the 
spring  the  cluster-cup  condition  develops.  In  this  stage  the  spores, 
usually  light  yellow  m  color,  are  produced  in  little  cups  which  burst 
through  the  epidermis  of  the  leaf  forming  what  is  known  as  the 
SBoidio  stage.  During  the  summer  the  second  sta^e  or  uredoform 
appears  usually  on  a  different  host  plant  from  the  hrst.  Its  spores 
are  commonly  thin  walled,  covered  with  minute  spines,  and  borne 
on  very  fragile  stalks. 

The  mature  reproductive  bodies  called  the  teleutospores  develop  at 
the  close  of  the  season,  usually  on  the  same  host  plant  as  the  uredo^ 
spores,  and  frequently  on  the  same  spots.  The  teleutospores  are  thick 
walled,  dark  colored,  and  filled  witli  dense  protoplasm.  While  the 
uredospores  mus^  germinate  soon  after  maturity  or  else  not  at  all, 
the  telout(jspores  usually  refuse  to  grow  until  the  next  season.  The 
former  ara  for  the  purpose  of  rapialy  sureading  tlie  fungus  during 
the  gi'owing  season;  the  latter  are  capaole  of  surviving  the  winter 
and  serv0  the  purpose  of  the  seeds  of  higher  plants. 

n— BPFROT  ON  HOST, 

The  mycelial  threads  of  the  fungus  penetrate  but  a  short  distance 
laterally.  Indeed,  only  a  few  cells  each  way  from  the  small  yellow 
sorus  are  reached  by  the  parasite.  A  minute  yellow  spot  extending 
through  the  leaf  and  visible  on  the  opposite  side  surrounds  each 
of  the  uredo  sorl.  This  is  the  only  direct  effect  of  the  uredo  form 
on  the  leaf  tissue.  The  formation  of  the  teleutospores  draws  nfore 
heavily  on  the  vitality  of  the  leaf,  and  when  their  sori  occur  thickly 
the  leaf  tissue  is  killed  and  the  green  coloring  matter  decomposed 
so  that  an  irregular  brown  patch  is  formed  or  frequently  the  whpl^ 
leaf  discolored^ 
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The  most  important  effect  which  this  fungus  has  on  its  host  is  that 
of  causing  the  leaves  to  fall  prematurely.  The  shedding  of  leaves 
by  trees  is  a  natural  process;  they  are  cut  off  by  the  formation  of  a 
plane  of  cork  cells  through  the  place  of  separation.  Some  tiees  are 
peculiarly  sensitive  and  drop  their  leaves  at  the  slightest  disturbance, 
as,  for  instance,  improper  nutrition.  The  Cottonwood  is  one  of  this 
sort,  and  the  disturbance  which  the  fungus  creates  in  the  leaves  is 
sufficient  to  cause  them  to  fall.  We  have  observed  a  row  of  Cotton- 
woods  planted  for  shade  almost  completely  defoliated  from  this 
cause  by  the  middle  of  August. 

m.— HOOTS  AND  GEOGRAPmOAL  DISTRIBUTION. 

MdaKY^psora  ^pvZina  is  common  in  the  eastern  a.nd  central  por- 
tions of  the  United  States  on  the  Cottonwood  {Poptdus  monUifera)^ 
and  occurs  occasionally  on  the  American  Aspen  {P,  tremiUoides)^  the 
angled  Cottonwood  (P.  angtdata),  the  large-toothed  Aspen  (P.  grandi- 
deniata),  the  Balsam  Poplar  (P.  oalscvmifera),  and  the  fealm  of  Gilead 
(P.  halsamifera  var.  candicans).  It  has  not  yet  been  reported  from, 
the  far  West  or  the  Pacific  coast,  but  will  probably  be  found  when 
looked  for. 

In  the  Old  World  it  grows  on  P(m%du8  nigra  and  several  other 
species  of  Poplar,  and  is  found  in  alfthe  countries  of  Europe  and  in 
Asiatic  Siberia.  It  probably  occurs  entirely  around  the  world  in 
the  North  Temperate  Zone. 

IV.— BOTANICAL  OHARAOTEBS. 

If  a  small  quantity  of  the  orange-colored  dust  from  one  of  the 
uredo  sori  be  transferred  to  a  slide  and  examined  under  a  high  power 
of  the  microscope  it  is  found  to  consist  of  minute  rounded  orobovate, 
light-colored,  thin-walled  bodies  which  are  covered  with  minute 
tuoercles.  These  are  the  uredospores  (Fig.  3);  and  in  thin  sections 
it  is  seen  that  they  originate  from  a  mass  of  mycelium  beneath  the 
epidermis.  As  the  growth  of  the  parasite  proceeds,  the  latter  is 
forced  upward,  finally  ruptured  (Fig.  1),  and  remains  for  some  time 
as  a  partial  covering  for  the  sorus.  Among  the  uredospores  in  the 
pustule  are  borne  club-shaped  paraphyses  (Fig.  3  c).  JBoth  six)res 
and  paraphyses  arise  from  a  layer  of  fungous  tissue,  the  hymens 
ivrni. 

The  uredospores  are  apparently  sessile;  in  fact,  Burrill,*  in  defining 
the  genus,  says,  *  *  uredospores  sessile  upon  the  hymenium."  Winter,  f 
however,  says  that  they  are  bonie  on  basidia.     The  fact  is  they  are 

Erovided  with  pedicels  which  so  closely  resemble  the  cells  of  the 
ymenium  that  they  may  easily  be  taKen  for  the  latter.  More- 
over, they  project  slightly,  if  at  all,  above  the  general  level  of  the 
hymenium  and  separate  very  easily  from  their  attachment  when 
mature.  By  careful  manipulation,  however,  the  spores  may  be 
isolated  with  the  pedicels  attached;  it  is  then  seen  that  they  aiifer 
from  the  ordinary  pedicellate  uredo  f oi-ms  only  in  the  length  of  their 
stalks  (Fig.  3). 

Turning  to  the  mature  form  of  the  fungus,  a  section  through  one 
of  the  crust-like,  dark-colored  teleuto  sori  (Fig.  2)  shows  an  alto- 
gether different  appearance.     The  teleutospores  (Fig.  4)  are  not  un- 


♦  Parasitic  Fungi  of  111.,  p.  211. 
fDiePilze,p.  237. 
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like  the  palisade  cells  of  the  leaf  in  size  and  shape,  but  are  distin- 
guished from  them  by  their  brownish  tint  and  granular  protoplasmic 
contents.  They  are  oblong-cylindrical  in  shape  with  a  smooth,  thin 
wall.  They  are  closely  packed  into  a  single  layer  with  the  longer 
diameter  at  right  angles  to  the  stratum,  in  the  manner  of  paving- 
blocks,  and  grow  more  or  less  prismatic  in  shape  from  mutual  pres- 
sure. They  are  inclined  to  be  slightly  wedge-shaped,  with  the  larger 
end  up,  and  are  more  slender,  longer,  ana  regular  in  the  large  sori 
than  in  the  small  ones.  A  stratum  of  these  spores  develops  in  small 
spots  beneath  the  epidermis,  and  in  a  section  cells  of  the  latter  may 
be  seen  much  flattened  and  distorted  (Fig.  2).  In  a  few  cases  small, 
crowded  masses  of  teleutospores  were  found  farther  inside  the  leaf- 
tissue,  not  forming  a  crust  under  the  epidermis.  These  spores  are 
more  nearly  round  than  the  others.  The  teleutospores  are  not  borne 
on  stalks,  as  is  commonly  the  case  among  the  rusts,  but  arise  directly 
from  a  cushion  of  cellular  fungous  tissue  (Fig.  2). 

.  The  mycelium  is  very  meager,  consisting  of  mere  prolongations  of 
the  hymenium  among  the  adjacent  host  cells :  in  no  case  were  slender 
mycelial  threads  of  any  considerable  length  seen.  The  mycelial 
branches  are  always  short,  septate,  and  irregular.  In  a  few  cases 
the  host  cells  lying  close  under  the  center  of  the  sorus  were  so  broken 
down  that  they  seemed  to  be  penetrated  by  the  mycelium;  but  even 
here  it  was  not  satisfactorily  made  out  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  distinguishing  between  the  discolored  protoplasm  which  clung  to 
the  sides  of  the  cells  and  the  fungus  mycelium.  However,  the  com- 
mon occurrence  of  the  mycelium  was  between  the  cells,  which  seemed 
to  be  little  distorted  by  its  action  and  not  seriously  disturbed  in 
function.  In  most  instances  the  host  cells  under  the  uredo  sori  re- 
tain their  green  chlorophyll,  even  though  the  cell  may  be  completely 
surrounded  by  the  parasite. 

v.— TREATMENT. 

From  the  nature  of  the  trees  attacked,  usually  large,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  apply  any  remedy.  Moreover,  the  parasites  of  the  group 
to  which  this  belongs  are  among  those  least  affected  by  fungicides. 
The  fungus  grows  wholly  inside  the  host  plant,  and  does  not  break 
through  the  epidermis  so  as  to  be  easily  seen  until  it  is  in  full 
fruit. 

From  the  usually  small  value  attached  to  Cottonwoods,  it  would  not 
be  considered  profitable  to  spray  them,  even  though  success  were 
certain.  By  thoroughly  raking  up  the  leaves  and  burning  them  in 
the  fall  millions  of  tlie  spores  would  be  destroyed.  The  more  thor- 
oughly this  is  done  the  less  will  be  the  chances  for  infection  the  next 
year.  This  is  probably  the  only  attention  which  this  disease  can  be 
expected  to  receive. 
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14.— Report  on  Peach  Yellows. 

By  Erwin  F.  Smith,  Special  Agent. 

I, — TEEfiS  AFFECTED. 

Yellows  is  primarily  a  disease  of  peaches  and  nectarines,  but  it 
has  also  been  observed  in  almonds  and  apricots. 

n,— WHEN  AND  WHERE  DISCOVERED. 

It  was  first  written  upon  in  1806,  having  been  observed  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Philadelphia  prior  to  that  date,  perhaps  as  early 
as  1791,  or  even  1760.  The  peach  itself  has  been  successfully  culti- 
vated in  this  country  since  aoout  1630.  It  was  first  planted  in  the 
Chesapeake  region,  and  not  long  after  on  the  shores  of  the  Dela- 
ware. 

m.— FORMER  SEVEIUTY. 

Within  a  few  years  after  it  was  first  described,  yellows  appeared 
in  all  the  Atlantic  Coast  States  north  of  Virginia,  and  caused  great 
loss,  destroying  in  a  few  decades  hundreds  of  orchards  and  thousands 
of  trees  in  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
Connecticut,  and  putting  an  entire  stop-  to  peach-growing  in  many 
sections. 

IV.— PRESENT  DISTRIBUTION. 

In  recent  vears  this  disease  has  appeared  in  Ontario,  Michigan, 
Illinois,  and  Georgia,  and  seems  not  to  have  completely  disappeared 
from  any  of  its  former  strongholds.  So  far  as  known,  yellows 
now  extends  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  westward  to  Lake  Michigan 
and  the  Mississippi  River.  It  has  not  been  reported  from  California 
or  from  any  State  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  its  existence  has  not 
been  definitely  established  in  any  of  the  Gulf  States,  although  it  un- 
doubtedly occurs  in  some  of  them.  This  disease  is  also  imknown 
abroad,  or  at  least  has  not  been  described  from  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  It  should  be  looked  for  in  the  Mediterranean  region,  in  China, 
in  New  Zealand,  in  Argentine  Confederation,  and  especially  on  our 
own  West  coast,  in  California. 

V. — PRESENT  SEVERITY. 

In  recent  years  the  disease  has  been  no  less  destructive  than  for- 
merly. Thousands  of  young  and  thrifty  trees  have  been  destroyed  by 
it,  and  peach-growing  has  been  abandoned  in  several  parts  of  the 
country  where  f  ormerljr  there  were  many  large  and  profitable  orchards, 
e.  (/.,  at  Saint  Joseph,  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.;  at  Middletown,  in 
New  Castle  County,  Del. ;  near  Niagara  River  in  New  York  and  On- 
tario; and  along  the  bay  shore  in  Harford  County,  Md. 

The  disease  now  prevails  disastrously  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aware Peninsula,  in  the  most  productive  peach  region  on  the  conti- 
nent. On  this  peninsula  it  is  confined  principally  to  the  counties  of 
Cecil  and  Kent  m  Maryland,  and  of  New  Castle  and  Kent  in  Dela- 
ware, but  is  extending  into  other  regions  formerly  free.  The  dis- 
ease is  also  now  prevalent  in  Cumberland,  Morris,  and  Hunterdon 
Counties  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  everywhere  the  same  obscure,  destructive  malady. 
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VI.— SYMPTOMS. 

The  earliest  unmistakable  symptom  of  yellows  is  the  premature 
ripening  of  the  fruit.  Diseased  trees  ripen  their  fruit,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  from  a  few  days  to  several  weeks  in  advance  of  the  proper 
time.  Often  the  peaches  on  one  or  two  limbs  only  will  be  diseased, 
all  the  rest  ripening  in  a  normal  manner.  In  sucn  cases  the  prema- 
ture peaches  are  full-grown,  ripe,  and  high-colored,  when  those  on 
the  rest  of  the  tree  are  green  and  but  half  grown. 

These  peaches,  no  matter  what  their  natural  color,  are  more  or  less 
red  and  purple-spotted  on  the  skin  and  splashed  and  streaked  within. 
Sometimes  the  normally  white  or  yellow  flesh  is  very  beautifully 
mottled,  or  almost  entirely  crimson;  again,  there  is  only  a  trace  of 
abnormal  color.  The  flavor  of  premature  peaches  varies  considera- 
bly, but  they  are  usually  insipid  and  sometimes  bitter.  They  are 
not  fit  to  eat  but  are  sometimes  put  upon  the  market  in  large  quan- 
tities, especially  early  in  the  season  and  in  years  of  scarcity.  Such 
fruit  can  readily  be  aistinguished  from  healthy  by  its  high  color  and 
spotted  appearance  and  should  be  reiected. 

The  next  symptom,  which  generally  appears  the  same  season  but 
is  sometimes  delayed  until  the  next,  is  tne  appearance  of  diseased, 
dwarfed  growths  upon  the  trunk  or  limbs.  These  growths  bear 
diminutive  leaves,  which  are  pale  green,  yellowisli,  reddish,  or 
white,  as  if  etiolated.  They  often  show  a  marked  tendency  to  re- 
peated branching,  sometimes  as  many  as  four  sets  of  branches  being 
developed  in  a  few  months.  These  growths  may  arise  either  from 
obscure  buds  on  the  trunk  and  main  limbs  or  from  ordinary  winter 
buds..  They  may  appear  at  any  time  during  the  season  from  spring 
until  late  autumn.  Often  the  winter  buds  push  in  October  or  No- 
vember, after  the  foliage  has  fallen,  or  even  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, while  it  is  still  green  and  vigorous. 

When  attacked  the  tree  is  very  often  in  a  vigorous,  healthy  look- 
ing condition,  and  sometimes  during  the'  whole  of  the  first  season 
there  is  no  sign  of  disease  beyond  the  api)earance  of  a  few  premature 
peaches,  the  foliage  being  full-grown  and  dark  green  and  the  shoots 
m  no  way  dwarfed  or  sickly.  As  already  intimated,  the  disease 
usually  appears  first  in  one  limb  or  on  one  side  of  the  tree,  but  some- 
times in  all  parts  of  the  tree  at  once  or  on  opposite  sides.  No  mat- 
ter to  how  slight  an  extent  the  tree  is  first  diseased,  it  never  recovers, 
but  becomes  entirely  diseased  in  course  of  two  seasons,  or,  at  most, 
three. 

The  limbs  first  attacked  ar^  badly  diseased  the  second  year,  their 
entire  growth,  shoots,  and  foliage,  being  much  dwarfed  and  of  a 
sickly  green,  tinged  with  yellow  or  reddish  brown.  In  course  of 
two  or  three  seasons  the  entire  growth  of  the  tree  assumes  this  ap- 
pearance, and  is  then  a  suflScient  warrant  for  the  common  name, 
such  trees,  especially  when  massed  in  orchards,  being  distinguish- 
able at  some  distance  by  their  yellow  or  reddish-brown  appearance, 
which  is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  beautiful  dark  green  of 
healthy  foliage. 

Trees  not  infrequently  die  outright  the  second  year  of  attack,  but 
ordinarily  they  languish  for  a  number  of  years,  dying  gradually 
from  the  extremities  downward.  Often  such  trees  are  barren  after 
the  first  year,  or  they  may  bear  another  crop  of  premature  peaches, 
which  are,  however,  of  small  size  and  very  inferior  flavor. 
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Other  diseases  of  the  peach  have  been  mistaken  for  this. 

Trees  mar  bear  trrematiire  fruit  when  severely  injured  by  the 
peach-tree  borer*  jEgeria  exitiosa,  Say*  The  canse  of  this  prema- 
tnring  is  easily  discoverable.  It  never  occurs  tmtil  the  tree  is  near!  v 
girdled  at  the  earth  surface,  and  ready  to  die.  The  foliage  of  such 
frees  is  always  yellowish,  i.  e.,  when  fruit  is  premature  by  borers  it 
is  never  borne  on  healthy,  vigorous-looking  trees.  Moreover,  the 
peaches  are  not  red-spott^,  and  the  trees  do  not  put  forth  the 
diseased  shoots  which  are  symptomatic  of  ^*  yellows." 

Root  aphides  (Aphis  chfysantheTna^  Koch.  ?)  cause  peach  trees 
to  assume  a  sickly  yellow  appearance.  Often  they  are  also  much 
dwarfed,  and  not  infrequently  they  die;  but  never,  so  far  as  I  have 
observea,  do  they  bear  premature  peaches  or  the  characteristic 
shoots.  On  the  roots  of  such  trees,  even  in  late  autumn  or  winter* 
this  aphis  may  often  be  found  in  large  numbers,  I  have  also  seen  it 
upon  the  branches  in  August  and  in  January,  but  have  never  fotind 
the  winged  form. 

The  **  root-knot,"  due  to  a  parasitic  worm,  AnguiUuta  sp. ,  ha«  made 
its  appearance  in  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  and  causes  the 
foliage  of  peach  trees  to  turn  a  sickly  yellow.  If  the  attach  Is  severe 
the  younger  branches  die  back,  ^id  someitimes  the  whole  tree  perishes, 
but  without  any  symptoms  characteristic  of  "yellowi^.*' 

A  soil  deficient  in  food  elements,  «,  ^.,  a  barren  sand,  may  also  cause 
a  yellow  and  stunted  appearance,  with  premature  aging  and  decay, 
bat  such  trees  plainly  indicate  starvatio^k,  had  are  in  marked  contrast 
to  those  attacked  by  yellows. 

\ 

vm.— CAus»  OP  tlfaAowa» 

The  cause  of  this  disease  is  still  unknown,  but  there  is  reason  fa 
believe  it  will  be  discovered  at  no  distant  day. 

It  has  been  attributed  to  severe  ivee^ing  in  winter,  but  this  can 
hardly  be  a  suflScient  cause,  because  it  occurs  where  the  winters  are 
not  severe,  and  is  absent  in  places  where  peach  trees  have  suffered 
severely  from  the  cold. 

It  has  been  attributed  to  excessive  rain-fall,  but  it  has  been  absent 
from  one  locality  and  present  in  another,  when  both  suffered  from 
excessive  precipitation.  Moreover,  in  localities  wet  in  1S87  and  dry 
in  1888  the  disease  seemed  to  prevail  without  reference  to  the  changed 
condition,  L  e.,  as  many  healthy  trees  were  attacked  in  1888  as  in 
1887. 

It  has  been  attributed  to  impoverishment  of  the  soil,  especially  to 
a  deficiency  of  lime,  potash,  and  phosphoric  acid;  but  it  now  occurs 
on  fertile  soil,  both  virgin  and  highly  improvetl,  in  as  destructive  a 
form  as  was  over  observed  in  the  most  impoverished  district,  and  is 
now  absent  from  certain  p<x>r,  sandy  regions,  deficient  in  the  elements 
necessary  to-  the  growth  of  vegetatirm. 

Yellows  has  also  been  attributed  to  parasites.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  no  insect  has  to  do  with  the  disease  unless  it  be  the  root  aphis 
before  mentioned,  and  there  seems  to  be  enough  evidence  to  rule 
this  out.  None  of  the  higher  fungi  sometimas  found  in  the  parts 
above  ground  appear  to  stand  in  any  causal  relation  to  yellows. 
An  imusual  number  of  rootlets  are  dead  in  trees  affected  by  this  dis- 
ease, and  an  evanescent  cobweb  mycelium  observed  on  these  rootlets 
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may  bo  the  cause,  but  is  quite  as  likely  to  be  a  consequence,  i.  6.,  a 
pure  saprophyte.  This  possible  cause  and  the  root  aphis  are  still 
under  consideration. 

Peach-growers  have  believed  very  generally  that  one  great  danger 
lay  in  the  careless  selection  of  pits  for  nursery  stock,  whereby  many 
from  premature  peaches  were  included.  The  results  of  my  attempt 
to  grow  infected  trees  from  diseased  pits  were  all  negative.  In  1887 
over  3,100  pits  from  premature,  red-spotted  peaches  were  collected 
and  carefully  planted,  but  only  fifteen  trees  resulted,  all  of  which  are 
now  healthy.  The  peaches  were  taken  from  young  and  old  trees,  all 
vigorous  and  in  the  first  stage  of  the  disease,  but  in  very  many  cases 
the  nit  contained  no  kernel  or  only  an  imperfect  one— ndry,  watery, 
or  black.  Past  experiments  corroborate  my  own  and  indicate  that 
the  pits  of  very  few  premature  peaches  will  grow. 

Upon  the  theory  that  yellows  is  due  to  some  "  germ  "  which  en- 
ters through  the  blossoms,  it  would  seem  as  if  one  ought  to  be  able 
to  cut  out  the  disease  before  it  spreads  through  the  entire  tree.  This 
theory  is  as  old  as  the  time  of  William  Prince,  and  has  1  '>n  popu- 
lar from  the  fact  that  the  disease  sometimes  appears  the  ti  >t  season 
in  a  single  peach  or  in  the  peaches  of  one  twig  only,  the  r  ^t  of  the 
tree  appearing  to  be  perfectly  healthy.  In  1887  and  agai  i  in  1888, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  remove  the  disease  from  slightly  affected 
trees  by  prompt  and  severe  excisions.  From  one-third  to  two-thirds 
of  each  tree  was  removed  for  the  sake  of  gettin^g  rid  of  a  few  infected 
limbs.  In  most  cases  a  large  part  of  that  which  was  removed  and 
all  of  that  which  remained  was  perfectly  healthy,  if  normal  and  vig- 
orous fruit,  foliage,  and  shoots  be  any  indication  of  health.  Tke  re- 
sults of  the  experiments  in  1887  were  entirely  concordant  and  satis- 
factory. Twenty-four  trees  were  under  o])servation  and  in  no  case 
was  the  disease  removed  or  its  progress  checked  by  the  excisions. 
The  possibility  of  re-infectiun  was  not  Excluded,  but  the  probability 
is  slight  from  the  fact  that  in  1888  only  10  per  cent,  of  tne  remain- 
ing healthy  trees  had  become  diseased,  while  every  one,  t.  e.,  100  per 
cent.,  of  the  excised  trees  showed  the  disease.  It  these  twenty-four 
trees  were  all  re-ihfected  it  would  seem  that  a  larger  number  of  the 
surrounding  trees  should  have  become  diseased.  Moreover,  these 
twenty-four  trees  were  all  so  badly  diseased  as  to  seem  to  preclude 
the  idea  of  re-infection.  They  were  nearly  as  bad  as  any  of  the  other 
trees  attacked  in  1887.  The  residt  of  the  excisions  made  in  1888  is 
not  yet  known. 

•  The  result  of  some  inoculations  made  in  1887  is  also  gratifying,  and 
seems  to  put  the  communicable  nature  of  **  yellows"  beyond  reason- 
able doubt. 

In  An<rust  about  one  thousand  healthy  seedling  trees  were  inoc- 
ulate with  buds  from  diseasinl  trees  as  in  ordinary  budding.  Owinff 
to  the  interruption  of  this  investigation  in  the  spring  of  1888,  several 
lots  of  these  trees  were  shipped  without  proper  care  and  suffered 
much  in  transit  so  as  to  somewhat  confuse  results ;  but  two  lots,  each 
of  about  two  hundred  trees,  were  uninjured,  and  to  these  the  present 
discussion  will  be  confined. 

One  of  these  lots,  inoculated  with  buds  apparently  healthy  but 
taken  from  a  tree  on  which  were  some  limbs  in  the  first  stage  of  the 
disease,  was  sent  to  a  locality  free  from  yellows,  and  up  to  the 
last  of  June  showed  no  trace  of  the  disease.  Unfortimately  these 
trees  were  not  examined  in  the  autumn,  and  their  present  condition  is 
not  known. 
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The  other  lot,  inoculated  with  buds  from  the  characteristic  shoots 
of  trees  in  the  first  vear  of  the  disease,  was  left  in  the  nursery  where 
budded.  The  result  of  these  inoculations  is  very  conclusive.  Tlio 
trees  were  examined  in  August,  1888,  and  again  in  iTovember.  Most 
of  the  inserted  buds  *  *  caught, "  but  very  few  of  them  grew.  Some  grew 
into  shoots  which  seem  to  be  healthy;  others  grew  into  diseased 
shoots,  as  was  to  be  expected.  The  point  of  most  interest  is  that 
about  40  per  cent,  of  the  previously  healthy  stocks  contracted  the 
disease  from  the  iaserted  buds  and  sent  out  feeble  wiry  growths, 
often  at  a  distance  of  some  inches  from  the  inserted  buds.  The  evi- 
dence of  this  infection  of  the  stocks  could  be  seen  in  July,  was  clear  in 
August,  and  still  plainer  in  November,  when  nearly  all  of  the  winter 
buds  on  some  of  the  stock  shoots  were  just  pushing  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  disease.  Even  as  early  as  August,  26  per  cent,  of  the  in- 
fected stocks  were  dead ;  and  others,  then  languisning,  were  dead  in 
November. 

Of  the  entire  lot  of  two  hundred  trees  only  thirty-nine  appeared  to 
be  entirely  healthy  in  November.  The  following  table  shows  the 
condition  of  these  trees  in  the  autumn  of  1888: 

Result  of  ea'periment  undertaken  to  determine  whether  yellows  can  be  transmitted 
by  budding.  Trees  inoculated  in  MaryULud  August  18.  1887.  Buds  selected  from 
diseased  shoots  on  young  and  thrifty  trees  of  CrauforiVs  Late, 


Condition. 

August  exami- 
nation. 

November     ex- 
amination. 

Trees. 

Percent. 

11 
40 
8C 

Trees. 
39 

Percent. 

Healthy 

47 
21 
81 
53 

19 

Doubtml 

ai  1             13 

67  1            33 
72  ,             36 

PiHe-AH6f1 

Dead 

Total 

wa 

100 

a02 

100 

From  this  table  it  is  apparent  that  the  condition  of  the  trees  was  con- 
siderably worse  in  November  than  in  August.  It  will  be  observed 
also  that  even  in  August  a  relatively  large  per  cent,  were  dead. 
Earlier  in  the  season  many  of  these  same  trees  put  out  feeble  shoots 
from  the  inserted  bud  or  the  stock,  but  these  grew  only  from  one-half 
an  inch  to  3  inches  and  then  died.  A  June  examination  would  un- 
doubtedly have  shown  a  much  larger  number  of  healthy  trees  and 
fewer  dead  ones.  The  trees  marked  Healthy,  SLSwell  as  a  majority  of 
those  marked  Doubtful  and  Diseased,  showed  a  green,  thrifty-looking 
top,  and  at  a  distance  gave  no  indication  of  disease.  As  a  rule,  how- 
ever, their  growth  was  not  as  robust  as  that  of  trees  in  the  adjoining 
rows. 

For  comparison,  trees  were  examined  in  the  same  row  and  in  the 
row  on  each  side  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  and  found 
healthy.  These  trees  are  of  the  same  age  and  stock,  and  were  budded 
at  the  same  time,  but  from  healthy  trees.  The  contrast  was  very 
striking,  and  the  comparison  left  no  doubt  whatever  that  in  this  case 
the  disease  was  due  entirely  to  the  insertion  of  the  unhealthy  buds. 

These  trees  are  still  undeV  observation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  other  lot  can  also  be  examined  and  reported  on  during  the  com- 
ing season. 
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Additional  experiments  and  laboratory  investigations  are  under 
way  and  will  be  reported  upon  later. 

IX.— RfiMEDIES. 

All  advertised  "  cures"  are  humbugs.  No  remedy  is  yet  known. 
Nothing  can  be  recommended  with  confidence,  but  it  is  very  gener- 
ally believed,  especially  in  Michigan  and  Ontario,  that  the  disease 
may  be  held  in  check  by  the  prompt  removal  and  burning  of  all  dis- 
eased trees.  To  be  effective  this  must  be  done  promptly  and  com* 
pletely  upon  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease. 

As  an  additional  precaution  it  would  be  best  to  proctire  trees  from 
localities  not  now  suffering  from  yellows. 

X. — OW  REPLAWTINQ,  KTO. 

The  question  is  often  asked,  Will  it  pay  to  replant  when  orchards 
have  been  destroyed  by  yellows  ?  That  depenas  upon  the  nearness 
to  market,  the  extent  to  which  the  disease  is  present,  etc.  In  Michi- 
gan, where  disecksed  peach  trees  are  usually  dug  out  promptly,  peach 
orchards  are  on  the  increase,  and  the  loss  of  trees  per  annum,  it  is 
said,  rarely  exceeds  5  per  cent.,  and  is  usually  much  less.  Even  in 
New  Jersey,  where  no  r^trictive  measures  are  in  force,  and  where 
growers  expect  to  lo9^  their  trees  after  two  or  three  crops,  the  busi- 
ness is  still  considered  profitable,  and  many  trees  are  planted  each 
year  to  take  the  place  of  those  diseased.  MTany  growers  hesitate  to 
set  trees  in  the  place  of  those  removed  on  account  of  yellows,  but 
the  results  of  trials  in  Michigan  during  the  last  ten  years  show  that 
it  can  be  done  without  danger.  Trees  thus  reset  are  in  no  special 
danger.  They  do  not  contract  yellows  sooner  than  others  in  the 
same  orchard.  Peach-growing  is  so  profitable,  especially  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  peninsula,  that  this  experiment  is  certainly 
worth  trying  upon  an  extended  scale. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  text,  see  accompanying  maps  and  illus- 
trations, and  for  additional  information  consult  a  special  report  on 
Peach  Yellows,  recently  published  by  this  Section. 

15.— AnniTioiTAL  Notes  out  Cei.ert-leaf  Blight. 
Cercospora  apii,  Fries. 

In  the  Annual  Report  ior  1886  this  fungus  Was  figured  and  de- 
scribed, Mid  a  partial  account  of  the  injury  occasioned  by  it  was 
furnished.  More  extended  observations  on  the  subject  have  shown 
that  the  damage  to  celery  plants  resulting  from  its  attacks  is  greater 
than  was  at  first  supposed,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  peculiar  yellow- 
ish appearance  of  tne  foliage  which  characterizes  the  disease  is  often 
attributed  to  "  sun  scald,"  **  red  spider,"  etc* 

Our  first  experience  with  this  malady  was  in  1881,  at  which  time 
it  n^ade  its  ^pearance  about  the  last  of  July  in  a  number  of  beds, 
containing  in  all  about )  0,000  plants,  Tlie  plants  were  grown  from 
seed  sown  in  a  green-house  in  March,  and  were  for  the  most  part  of 
the  varieties  known  as  ' '  Boston  Market "  and  * ^  Golden  Heart.  The 
last  of  Anril  they  were  pricked  out  in  the  open  ground,  and  by  the 
middle  oi  June,  beinff  strong  and  vigorous,  they  were  lifted  for  the 
last  time  and  transplanted  into  rich,  highly  manured  soil.  They 
made  a  good  start  and  grew  rapidly  for  a  few  weeks,  but  about  the 
last  of  July  the  plants  in  one  bed  began  to  show  signs  of  disease  and 
three  weeks  later  nearly  all  the  plants  were  entirely  destroyed. 
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For  a  time  endeavors  were  made  to  check  the  disease' by  destroying 
the  yellow  leaves  as  fast  as  they  appeared,  and  by  the  application  of 
solutions  of  hyposulphite  of  socla,  sulphuret  of  potassium,  etc. 
Despite  all  our  efforts,  however,  the  disease  progressed  i*apidly,  and 
the  plants  were  finally  abandoned  to  the  fungus  and  weeds.  The 
latter  grew  luxuriantly  in  the  h^s  where  the  soil  was  unusually 
moist,  and  here  the  celery  plants,  which  were  well  shaded,  soon  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  the  fungus  and  remained  healthy  through- 
out the  summer. 

The  next  season  the  celery  beds  were  made  beneath  several  large 
locust  trees  which  effectually  protected  the  plants  from  the  sun,  and 
during  the  whole  season  not  a  plant  thus  protected  was  destroyed  by 
blight.  Our  only  explanation  of  the  foregoing  facts  is,  that  celery 
being  a  native  of  a  cool,  moist  climate  it  has  not  the  constitutional 
vigor  to  withstand  the  hot,  parching  sun  of  our  summers,  conse- 
quently when  exposed  to  the  latter  cei-tain  conditions  which  favor 
tne  development  of  the  fungus  and  retard  the  growth  of  the  celery 
are  brought  about,  and  as  a  result  the  latter  succumbs  to  the  attacks 
of  the  parasite.  So  far  as  our  observations  have  extended  the  dis- 
ease occasions  the  greatest  injury  in  sections  where  the  summers  are 
long,  hot,  and  dry.  In  regions  where  the  soil  throughout  the  hot 
months  is  cool  and  moist,  and  the  air  is  also  in  a  constantly  humid 
condition,  the  disease  is  unknown.  Just  such  conditions  as  the  fore- 
going are  to  be  met  with  in  the  vicinity  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where 
the  finest  celery  in  the  country  is  grown. 

Where  it  is  not  practicable  to  shade  plants  by  natural  means,  such 
as  has  already  been  referred  to,  artificial  shades  in  the  shape  of  screens 
made  of  coai^  sacking  or  laths  will  be  found  fully  as  effectual.  For 
several  reasons  lath  screens  are  preferable  to  those  made  of  cloth; 
they  are  cheap  and  easily  made  oy  nailing  the  laths  at  each  end  to 
two  narrow  boards  10  feet  in  length.  The  laths  are  usually  placed 
about  1  inch  apart,  thus  allowing  plenty  of  air  to  reach  the  plants,  at 
the  same  time  effectually  shading  them.  Such  screens  when  finished 
are  4  feet  wide  and  10  feet  in  length;  they  may  be  supported  by 
posts  driven  down  on  either  side  of  the  bed,  the  height  of  the  former 
of  course  depending  upon  the  size  of  the  plants.  As  the  plants  in- 
crease in  size  the  screens  may  easily  be  raised.  At  the  approach  of 
cool  weather,  which  usually  comes  on  in  September,  the  screens  may 
be  discarded  entirely,  as  the  fungus  at  this  season  looses  its  activity. 
It  remains  alive,  however,  in  the  old  leaves  during  the  winter  and 
following  spring,  but  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover  it  do^ 
not  change  its  form.  Conidia  were  found  on  fragments  of  old  leaves 
late  in  the  spring  of  1888,  and  these  germinated  readily  when  sown 
in  water.  A  knowledge  of  this  fact  snows  the  importance  of  destroy- 
ing the  old  diseased  leaves  in  the  autumn,  as  each  small  fragment  of 
the  latter  harbors  thousands  of  the  reproductive  bodies  of  the  fungus. 
What  is  probably  only  a  form  of  tne  parasite  under  consideration 
often  attacks  the  common  parsnip,  a  plant  closely  related  to  the 
celery,  producing  a  diseased  condition  of  the  foliage  similar  to  the 
celery-leaf  blight.  The  fungus  in  this  case  differs  slightly  from  that 
which  occiu's  upon  celery,  but  whether  the  two  forms  are  really 
identical  has  not,  so  far  as  we  know,  been  proved. 

B.  T.  Galloway. 

Chief  of  Section. 

Hon.  NOBMAN  J.   COLMAN, 

Corwnvissioner. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  PLATES. 
Plate  I. 

POTATO  ROT— PHYTOPHTHORA  INFESTANS,  DBY, 

Fig.    1.  Potato  leaf,  showing  brown  spots  caused  by  the  fungus. 
Fig.    2.  Section  tlirough  a  diseased  potato,  showing  discoloration  in  the  outer  i)or- 
tions,  due  to  the  presence  of  the  Phytophthora  in  the  tissues, 

Plate  n. 

POTATO  ROT— PHYTOPHTHORA  INFESTANS,  DBY. 

Fig.  1.  Section  through  a  diseased  leaf,  showing  the  mycelium  in  the  tissues  and 
two  external  spore-bearing  hyphas  projecting  through  a  stoma. 

Fig.  8.  C!onidia  and  conidiophores  more  enlarged.  The  epidermis  and  stoma  are 
shown  in  the  surface  view.    (F.  L.  Scribner,  del.) 

Fig.  8.  A  series  of  drawings,  representing  successive  stages  in  the  development  of 
a  conidium:  a,  end  of  conidiophore  slightly  swollen;  ft,  c,  successive 
stages  in  the  growth  of  the  conidium;  d,  the  conidiophore  has  pushed  on, 
leaving  the  conidium  already  formed  attached  to  an  enlargement  below 
the  point,  and  has  begim  to  form  another  conidium  on  the  end;  e,  the 
first-formed  conidimn  has  fallen  from  the  enlargement  of  the  conidio- 
phore at  fir,  and  the  second  conidium  formed  is  in  turn  left  behind  by  the 
growing  conidiophore,  which  is  forming  a  tliird  conidium  at  the  end. 

Fig.    4.  Mycelium  in  the  tissue  of  a  potato  tuber.    (F.  L.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.  5.  Series  of  figures  representing  the  germination  of  a  conidium:  a,  mature 
conidium;  &,  same,  after  remainmg  some  time  in  water,  five  vacuoles 
have  made  their  appearance;  c,  the  contents  are  segmented  into  five  dis- 
tinct parts,  each  of  which  is  provided  with  a  vacuole;  d,  the  exospore 
has  ruptured  and  the  zoospores  are  in  the  act  of  escaping;  e,  free  zoo- 
sphere;  /,  same  a  little  later,  the  vacuoles  have  become  smaller;  g,  sanae, 
still  later,  the  cilia  are  gone  and  the  zoospore  has  come  to  rest;  /i,  begin- 
ning of  germination;  t,  fc,  Z,  successive  stages  in  the  growth  of  tlie  germ 
tube  or  first  mycelium  filament;  ?w,  entrance  of  germ  tube  into  the  leaf 
through  a  stoma. 

Fig.  '^  6.  Section  of  leaf,  showing  the  penetration  of  a  germ  tube  into  the  epider- 
mis tlu-ouich  the  cell  wall. 

Plate  III. 

BLACK-ROT  OF  TOMATO — MACROSPORIUM  SOLANI,  RAV, 

Figs.  1  and  2.  Diseased  fruit  in  different  stages  of  decay,  showing  the  black  appear- 
ance and  sinking  in  of  the  decayed  portions.    (R.  Ck>wing,  fecit.) 

Fig.  3.  Tuft  of  conidiophores,  showing  characteristic  protuberances  on  which  spores 
have  been  borne.    (E.  A.  Southworth,  del.) 

Fig.  4.  End  of  branched  conidiophore  with  spore  attached  to  one  of  the  branches. 
(E.A.S.,del.) 

Fig.    5.  Spores.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    6.  Germinating  spores.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.  7.  Tuft  of  conidiophores  without  the  protuberances  shown^^in  Fig.  3:  a,  my- 
celium.   (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Plate  IV. 

TOMATO  diseases— -FUSARIXJM  SOLANI,  MART.,  AND  CLADOSPORIUM  FULVUM,  CKE. 

Fig.  1.  Ends  of  conldioi)hores  bearing  maeroconidia:  a  a,  immature;  and  &,  ma- 
ture macroconidia.    (R.  C. ,  del.) 

Fio.  2.  Branch  of  a  hypha  that  has  run  over  the  surface  sending  out  upright  coni- 
diophores; the  macroconidia  on  tlie  latter  are  immature.    (R.  C,  del.) 
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Fig.    8.  Portion  of  branched  conidiophores  from  one  of  the  fruiting  tufts  that 
break  through   the  epidermis:  6,  conidiophore;  a  a,  immature  macro- 
conidia.    (R.  C. ,  del. ) 
Mature  macroconidia.    (R.  C,  del.) 

Oerminating  macroconioia:  a,  only  a  few  hours  in  water,  one  of  the  seg- 
ments has  swollen;  h,  later  stage;  c,  spore  forming  ^  microconidium  at 
the  end.    (R.C.,  del.) 
Microconidia:  a  a,  inmiature  forms;  6,  mature,  showing  rough  exospore. 
Germinating  microconidium.    (R.  Prestele,  del.) 
Mycelium  between  the  ceils  of  the  tomato.    (R.  C,  del.) 
Tuft  of  conidiophores  of  Cladosporium  fulvum,    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Spores  and  ends  of  conidia-bearing  branches:  a,b,c  are  probably  ends  of 
fruiting  branches  capable  of  breaking  up  into  spores;  d  d,  germinating 
spores.  (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.  11.  Peculiar  and  characteristic  forms  of  conidiophores,  showing  method  of 
branching  and  bearing  spores.     (E.  A.  S.  del.) 

Plate  V. 

BROWN-ROT  OP  CHERRY— MONILIA  FRUCTIGENA,  PERS. 

Fig.  i.  Upper  side  of  a  diseased  leaf,  showing  the  irregular  brown  spots  made  by 
the  fungus.     (R.  C,  fecit.) 

Fig.    2.  Lower  side  of  a  diseased  leaf.    (R.  C,  fecit.) 

Fig.  3.  Bunch  of  cherries,  some  of  which  are  attstcked  by  the  fungus:  a,  cherry 
which  was  diseased  the  year  before,  and  has  hung  on  the  tree  over  win- 
ter; h,  green,  healthy  cherries;  c  c,  diseased  cherries  with  the  blossom 
(d)  clinging  to  the  fruit.    (R.  C,  fecit.) 

Plate  VI. 

BROWN-ROT  OF  CHERRY— MONILIA  FRUCTIGENA,  PERS. 

Fig.   ^.  Fruiting  tuft  that  has  broken  through  the  epidermis — from  apple.    (E.  A. 

S.,  del.) 
Fig.    2.  Mycelium  found  in  dried  specimens  of  diseased  apple:  a,  showing  passage 

through  cell  wall;  ft,  coarse  hvphae  passing  into  finer  ones.     (E.  A.  S., 

del.) 
Fig.    3.  Cell  of  peach,  showing  the  fine  mycelium  in  the  cell.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.    4.  Piece  of  coarse  mycelium  from  fresh  peach;  the  protcmlasm  is  so  full  of 

vacuoles-as  to  give  it  the  ap])earance  of  a  network.     (E.  A.  S,,  del.) 
Fig.    5.  Germinating  spores  from  the  same  fungus  on  plum,  showing  fusion  of  germ 

filaments,  both  uniting  the  spores  themselves  and  the  main  filaments 

proceeding  from  them.     (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.    6.  (terminating  spores  from  the  fungus  on  peach,  shown  in  optical  section. 

(E.  A.S.,del.) 
B^G.    7.  Spores  from  peach,  showing  some  in  the  first  stages  of  germination;  at  a 

two  germ-tubes  are  approaching  preparatory  to  fusion.    (E.  A.  S. ,  del.) 

Plate  VII. 

POWDERY  MILDEW  OF  CHERRY— PODOSPH^RA  OXYCANTHA   (DC.),   DBY. 

Fig.  1.  Perithecium  from  the  fungus  on  Pruniut  cerasus,  viewed  nearly  from  above, 
showing  the  septate  appendages.  The  appendages  are  usually  a  little 
longer  than  here  represented.     (M.  B.  Waite,  del^ 

Fig.  2.  A  well  developed  api^endage  from  a  perithecium  on  CratoegvLS  tomentosa 
(much  enlarged).    (M.  B.  W..  del.) 

Fig.  3.  Ascus  from  a  perithecium  on  Prunua  ceraaus.  showing  the  contained  asco- 
spores:  6,  one  of  the  ascospores,  showing  tlie  granular  protoplasmic  con- 
tents.    (M.  B.  W.,del.) 

Fig.  4.  A  i)ortifm  of  the  mycelium  with  conidiophores  and  rows  of  conidia  (from 
peach  leavers):  a,'conidiophon^:  6,  conidia;  c,  four  nearly  mature  coni- 
dia, with  the  upper  one  about  to  be  detached;  d,  three  mature  conidia, 
deUched.    (E.  A.  8.,  del.) 
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Fig.  5.  Section  through  tlie  epidermis  of  an  infested  peach  leaf;  Ediowing  a  Bhort 
piece  of  the  mycelium  (a)  and  a  haustorium  (5)  extending  into  an  epider- 
mal cell.    (E.  A.  S.,del.) 

Fig.  6.  A  pycnidium  and  poi-tions  of  the  mycelium  of  Cieinobdlu*  Cemitii,  DBy., 
showing  the  mycelium  inside  that  of  the  Podogphcera.  (M.  B.  W.,  del.) 
The  spot%8  are  seen  exuding  from  the  apex  of  the  pycnidium.  (Draw- 
ings all  made  from  nature  by  the  aid  of  the  camera  lucida.) 

Plate  vnL 

LEAF  BLIGHT  AND    CRACKING    OF    THE    PCAB^BNTOHOSPORIUM    MACULATUK,  L^V. 

Fio.    1.  End  of  branch,  showing  leaves  with  characteristic  spots  caused  by  the  fun- 
gus.   (R.  C,  fecit.) 
Fig.    2.  Diseased  fruit,  showmg  spots  and  crack*    (R.  C,  fecit) 

Plate  IX. 

LEAF  BLIGHT  AND  CRACKING    OF    THE  PEAR— ENTOMOSPORIUM    MACULATUM,  lilV.; 
LEAF  SPOT  OF  ROSE— CEBCOSPOKA  ROS^COLA,  PASS. 

Fig.  1.  Section  of  leaf  through  a  disease  spot,  showing  a  fruit  pustule  containing 
spores  in  different  stages  of  dev^pment.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.  2.  Young  spores,  showing  method  of  development  and  attachment  to  the  mj- 
oeliom.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    8.  Mature  sporas.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.  4.  Spermogonium  form  often  found  on  the  same  leaves  with  Entomosp^um, 
siurface  view.    (E.  A.S.,  del.) 

Fig.    5.  Section  of  same.     (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.  6.  Mature  or  ascosporous  stage  of  the  fungus:  a,  ascus  containing  the  two- 
celled  ascospores:  6,  empty  aacus  with  pore  open  at  the  apex  through 
which  the  spores  have  escaped;  c,  germinating  ascospores;  a,  same,  more 
advanced;  e,  paraphyses.    (After  Sorauer.) 

Fig.  7.  Tuft  of  conidiophores  and  conidia  of  Cei'co.spora  roscecola:  a,  spcfre;  5, 
conidiophore.    (El.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.  8.  Spores  from  fungus  collected  after  a  spell  of  wet  weatlier,  which  probably 
accounts  for  the  difference  between  them  and  the  spores  in  Fig.  7.  (E. 
A.  8.,  del.) 

Plate  X. 

PLUM  POCKETS- TAPHBINA  PRUNI  (FCKL.),  TUL. 

Fig.    1.  Branch,  natural  size,  showing  the  appearance  of  the  pockets.    (R.C.,del.) 

Fig.  2.  Surface  view  of  the  network  of  mycelium  between  the  epidermal  cells  and 
the  cuticle. 

Fig.  8.  Section  through  the  outer  surface  of  the  pocket,  showing  the  mycelium  in 
the  tissues  and  between  the  epidermal  cells  and  the  network  in  section 
above  these.    (After  Sorauer.) 

FlQ,  4.  Section,  nhowing  young  asci  which  have  not  yet  ruptiu*ed  the  cuticle, 
(E.  A. a,  del.) 

Fig.  5.  Section  showing  asci  in  different  stages,  some  of  them  mature  and  contain- 
ing spores,  the  othern  resemble  tliose  of  Fig.  4.     (E.  A.  S.,  deL) 

FlQ.  6.  Afici,  more  enlarged  and  separated  from  the  others,  show  ing  septum,  pedi- 
cels, and  spores.    (E.  A.  B.,  del.) 

Plate  XI. 

APPLE  RUST— RCESTELIA  PIRATA,  THAX  ? 

Fig.    1.  Apple  leaves,  showing  the  ascidium  stage:  a,  upper  side  of  leaf;  &,  imder 

side.    (R.C.,  fecit.) 
Fig*    2*  Gym7w»2foranguim  iivaa'opiis  or  Cedajc  &]^ple,    (B.O.,  fecit.) 
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Plate  XIL 
apple  rust — ^rcestella.  pirata,  thax» 

Fia.  1.  Fragment  of  leaf,  showing  the  under  side  with  the  cluster  cups.  The  Deri- 
de are  slit  and  turned  back,  as  i«  characteristic  of  this  ^>ecies.  (R.  C, 
del,) 

Fia.  2,  ,^cidio  spores,  shoMong  thin  places  in  the  cell  wall  for  the  passage  of  the 
gemi  tubes:  a  a,  thin  places.  (Drawing  made  from  specimens  that  had 
been  soaked  in  a  strong  potash  solution.)    (E.  A.  S. ,  del.) 

Fig.    3.  Germinating  spores:  a  a,  germ  tubet.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    4.  Spores  of  Gymnosporangium,    (E.  A.  S.,del.) 

Fig.    5.  Gferminating  spore  of  same:  a  a,  spcuidia.    (After  Farlow.) 

Fig.    6.  (jJerminating  sporidia.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Plate  XUL 
new  grape  disease — septosporium  heterospoeum,  elus  and  qahurvfay. 

Fig.    1.  Tuft  of  conodiophores  of  Septosporium  Fackeliu    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    2.  Spores  of  same.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    3.  Tuft  of  conidiophores  of  Septosporium  heterosportcm,    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    4.  Spores  of  same.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    5.  Spermogonium  of  sam^,  with  tuft  of  conidiophores  growing  from  apex  of 

capsule.     (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.    6.  Section  through  a  spermogoniimi,  showing  the  spermatia  and  manner  in 

which  they  are  borne.    (E.  A.  S. ,  del.) 
Fig.    7.  Spermatia,  much  enlarged.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Plate  XIV. 

MAPLE-LEAF  BLIGHT — PHYLLOSTICTA  AOERIOOLA,  O.   ft  E. 

Fig.  — .  Showing  the  spots  on  both  sides.    (R.  C,  fecit.) 

Plate  XV. 

MAPLE-LEAF    BLIGHT — PHYLLOSTICTA    ACERICOLA,    O.   ft    E.;    SYCAMORE    DISEASE — 
GLCE08P0RIUM  NERVISKQUUM,  SACC. 

Fig.    1.  Section  through  pycnidivun  of  Phyllosticta  acericola  on  Acer  dasycarpum. 

(E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.    3.  (terminating  spores.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 

Fig.    3.  Mycelium:  a,  m  Acer  nibrum;  b,  in  Acer  dasycarpum.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.    4.  Section  through  mature  pustule  of  Discella  platani  on  bark  of  Platarms, 

(E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.    5.  Oloeosporium  nervisequum  on  leaf.    (E*  A.  S.,  del.) 
Fig.    6.  Spores.    (E.  A.  S.,  del) 

Plate  XVI. 

POPLAR  LEAF  RUST— MELAMPSORA  POPULINA,   hkv. 

Fig.    1.  Section  through  sorus  containing  uredospores.     (E.  A.  S..  del.) 

Fig.    2.  Section  tlirough  sorus  containing  teleutospores.     (M.  B.  W.,  del.) 

Fig.    3.  Uredosi^res  and  paraphyses:  a  a  a,  spores  in  optical  section;    6,  surface 

view;  c  c,  paraphyses;  d,  immature  spore.    (E.  A.  S.,  del.) 
FiGv    4  Teleutospores:  a  a,  m  optical  section;  &,  surface  view.     (M.  B.  W.,  del.) 
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Plate  XVII. 

HEALTHY  PEACH   SHOOT — DELAWARE. 


Itobust  terminal  shoot.     Taken  August  20,  1888,  from  a  healthy  tree  in  orchard  of 
Joseph  McDaniel,  Dover,    DeL     Reduced  to  about  ojao-fif th  natural  siz^, 
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Plate  XVIII. 

DISEASED  PEACH  SHOOTS— DELAWABE. 

Shoots  from  an  obscure  bud  on  limb  of  a  tree  badly  diseased  by  yellows;  such 
shoots  usually  remain  entirely  unbranched  in  healthy  trees.  Taken  September 
3,  1887,  from  orchard  E.  P.  Selraser,  Dover,  Del.  Reduced  to  about  seven  twenty- 
fourths  natural  size. 

Plate  XIX. 

HEALTHY  AND  DISEASED  PEACHES— DELAWARE. 

Stump  the  World  or  Old  Mixon  peaches,  taken  August  20, 1888,  from  orchard  of  Jo- 
seph McDaniel,  Dover,  Del.     riatural  size.    . 

No.  1.  green  and  healthy;  No.  2,  from  a  neighboring  tree,  red-spotted  and  prema- 
turely ripe. 
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Plate  II. 
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Downy  Mildew  or  Rot  of  Potato  (Phytophthora  infestaW.'^SV 
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Plate  IV. 


Tomato  Diseases  (Fusarium  solani,  Mart.,  and  Cladosporium  fulvum,  Cke.). 
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Plate  y 


BROWN  ROT  OF  CHERRY. 
Monilia  frucligenuiu  Pass. 
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Plate  VI. 
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Brown  Rot  of  the  Cherry  (Monilia  fructiqena.  Pers.). 
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Plate  VII. 


Powdery  Mildew  of  Cherry  (Podosph^raoxycantha.  D  By.). 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STATISTICIAN. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  twentieth  report  as  Statistician 
of  this  Department,  a  series  including  a  record  of  the  work  of  the 
Division  of  Statistics  since  1866,  with  the  exception  of  that  in  the 
years  1879  to  1881  inclusive. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  ^eat  activity.  The  usual  range  of  effort 
in  domestic  and  foreign  statistics  has  been  traversed.  Tne  records 
of  foreign  official  and  other  investigation  have  been  materially  en- 
larged during  the  year,  and  facilities  for  international  comparisons 
have  been  much  increased.  The  long-continued  fiscal  discussion 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress  made  heavy  demands  upon  this 
branch  of  the  service.  The  legislator  of  the  present  day  relies  much 
upon  the  aid  of  statistics  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work,  and  has 
available  a  treasury  of  faQts  not  attainable  by  the  statesmen  of  the 
former  generation.  ! 

The  crop-reporting  branch  of  ihe  service,  which  includes  a  corps 
of  county  correspondents  and  their  assistants,  State  agents  and  their 
assistants,  and  a  foreign  ajgent  connected  with  our  consular  system, 
has  somewhat  extended  its  territory  and  enlarged  its  work.  The 
coimty  correspondents  now  number  2,331,  their  assistants  are  fully 
three  times  as  many,  and  the  State  agencies  have  a  large  list  of  cor- 
respondents. Altogether  over  twelve  thousand  persons  are  connected 
witn  the  work  of  statistical  investigation.  The  State  agencies  are 
relied  upon  for  duplication  of  the  principal  work  of  the  county  cor- 
respondents, for  comparison  and  verification,  and  neither  result  is 
authoritative  as  against  the  other,  but  any  discrepancies  are  adjusted 
with  reference  to  consistency  and  probability.  The  State  system, 
though  useful  and  necessary,  especially  for  local  and  special  inves- 
tigation, has  as  many  separate  heads  as  there  are  States,  possessing 
different  degrees  of  eflBciency  and  value  in  experience,  and  therefore 
lacks  unity  and  equality  in  accuracy.  The  Statistician  consequently 
finds  the  regular  corps  of  reporters  an  invaluable  resource  as  a  bal- 
ance-wheel. It  is  found  that  the  agents  of  greatest  skill  and  expe- 
rience agree  more  closely  with  our  direct  returns  than  do  those  of 
less  experience.  Even  if  there  were  but  one  system  of  returns,. that 
of  State  agents  and  their  correspondents,  their  work  would  be  so 
various  in  mode  and  result  as  to  be  unequal  and  chaotic,  without  the 
direction,  revision,  and  control  of  one  central  head.  There  may  be 
forty  local  assistants,  but  not  forty  independent  statisticians. 

Tne  public  interested  in  crop  reporting  should  not  forget  that  a 
census  of  production  can  not  be  made  in  advance  of  growth  and  har- 
vest. Neither  can  the  perfect  work  of  a  complete  census  be  obtained 
after  harvest  by  local  estimates  of  the  best  authorities.  Many  seem 
to  think,  in  solemn  verity,  that  estimates  after  careful  observation, 
even  guesses  after  casual  glances  at  the  crop  area,  may  equal  a  thor- 
ough enumeration.  They  may  have  been  led  into  this  confident  er- 
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ror  by  seeing  several  instances  of  our  estimates  of  cotton  and. other 
products  that  have  tallied  almost  exactly  with  subsequent  coimt; 
nevertheless,  entire  accuracy  by  estimate  can  not  be  depended  on. 

What,  then?  Shall  we  have  no  check,  by  reasonable  approxima- 
tions, to  the  wild  and  baseless  statements  of  persons  interested  in 
temporarily  putting  down  and  putting  up  prices?  Men  of  this  class, 
whose  audacity  equals  their  cupidity,  write  to  the  Department  plainly 
expressing  a  desire  that  there  may  be  no  official  returns  or  estimates. 
They  are  willing  to  spend  money  to  get  the  best  idea  of  future  har- 
vests that  they  can,  by  crude  individual  effort,  but  deprecate  the  col- 
lection of  more  accurate  information,  or  any  whatever,  for  the  farmer, 
the  consumer,  and  the  carrier  and  forwarder.  But  the  work  will  not 
cease  and  determine  at  the  behest  of  this  class  of  speculators. 

Shall  correspondents  be  paid?  The  idea  has  been  frequently  sug- 
gested, and  the  work  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  a  gener- 
ous outlay.  The  impaid  service,  for  utility  and  practical  value,  pos- 
sibly outranks  other  lines  of  expenditure  which  have  stmountea  to 
many  millions  inr  recent  years.  Suppose  $100  per  annum  should  be 
allotted  to  each  county  reported  by  our  regular  staff.  It  would  be  a 
paltry  compensation  for  good  service  for  twelve  monthg,  for  one  per- 
son, and  more  insignificant  for  four,  but  this  would  cost  $233,000. 
It  is  earned  and  would  be  cheap  for  the  service  rendered.  There  is 
an  objection,  also,  that  may  or  may  not  be  valid.  It  is  certain  that 
there  would  be  a  scramble  for  the  hundred  dollars,  under  this  plan, 
and  almost  equally  certain  that  a  most  incompetent  and  self-seeking 
individual  would  secure  influential,  indorsement,  and  render  the  re- 
sponsibility of  appoiutment  a  difficult  and  thankless  burden,  and  the 
result  in  many  instances,  however  careful  and  honest  the  effort,  an 
inferior  and  unprofitable  selection.  ■  The  present  plan  is  to  obtain  the 
services  of  the  most  obi^rvant  farmer  of  the  best  judgment,  of  great- 
est promptness,  who  is  willing  to  serve  in  a  great  corps  of  agricultu- 
ral educators  for  the  public  good,  and  the  especial  illumination  of 
the  district  which  he  represents.  The  best  is  none  too  good,  and 
whatever  the  politics,  religion,  age,  sex,  or  condition  of  one  clearly 
entitled  to  this  distinction,  that  person  is  the  one,  and  the  only  one, 
that  is  wanted  for  county  correspondent. 

CURRENT  CROP  STATISTICS. 

The  year  has  not  been  exempt  from  checks  to  production,  floods, 
blights,  and  insect  depredations.  It  has  not  produced  an  extraordi- 
nary development  in  any  of  the  growths  of  the  year.  Some  products 
are  in  medium  volume,  others  slightly  below;  yet  there  is  no  failure 
in  any  line  of  production.  There  has  been  as  much  exemption  from 
continued  high  temperature,  with  deficient  rain-fall,  as  could  be  ex- 

Sected  in  a  domain  so  broad  and  various  in  its  meteorological  in- 
uences. 

The  drought  of  1887,  it  is  believed,  increased  the  production  of  the 
present  year  by  bringing  near  the  surface  from  the  lower  stratum 
of  the  soil  fertilizing  elements  not  otherwise  available.  The  long- 
continued  evaporation  incident  to  a  dry  season  facilitates  aeration 
and  deepens  ite  sphere  of  operation.  The  production  of  the  year  has 
undoubtedly  been  benefited  by  this  cause. 

The  rain-fall  of  1888  is  quite  in  contrast  with  the  precipitation  of 
1887.    It  was  deficient  almost  everywhere  in  that  season  of  drought. 
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and  has  this  year  been  above  normal  in  New  England,  Middle  At- 
lantic and  Gulf  coast  districts,  nearly  normal  in  the  Ohio  Valley  and 
Tennessee,  with  a  slight  deficiency  in  the  ffreat  region  west  of  the 
Missouri  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  a  greater  deficiency  in  the  lake  re- 
gions and  in  the  South  Atlantic  States,  the  rain-fall  being  less  than 
m  1887  by  2.02  inches  in  the  cotton  district.  The  comparison,  from 
signal-sei'yice  records,  is  s^  follows: 


Districts. 


New  England 

MMdteAtlanUc 

South  Atlantic 

Eastern  Gulf 

Western  Gulf 

Ohio  Valley  and  Tennessee 

Lower  Lake  reifion 

Upper  Lake  region 

Extreme  Northwest 

Upper  Mississippi  Valley  . . . 

Missouri  Valley 

North  Pacific  coast 


Bain-falL 


For  ft 

series  of 

years. 


Inche9. 
21.01 
S8.85 
81.60 
81.10 
23.86 
28.07 
19.11 
80.07 
14.16 
28.01 
21.68 
14.06 


For  1888. 


Inches. 
22.06 
21.86 
26.52 
84.88 
28.76 
22.45 
16.08 
16.26 
12.70 
22,78 
19.75 
18,70 


For  1887. 


Inches. 
20.11 
28.84 
28.54 
28.06 
18.25 
19.40 
18.95 
18.51 
14.07 
15.87 
10.81 
14.77 


Depart- 
ure of 
1888  from 
the  nor- 
mal. 


Inches. 
-fl.02 
+1.51 
--*.14 

'  +8.67 
+4.91 
—0.68 
-8.18 
--8.81 
-1.46 
-0,28 
-1.93 
—1.26 


The  contrast  in  the  record  of  the  two  years  in  the  western  Gulf  dis- 
trict is  very  great.  The  rain-fall  was  5.69  inches  less  than  normal 
in  1887  ana  4.91  above  in  1888.  It  is  the  highest  record  except  that 
of  the  eastern  Gulf  States,  and  falls  short  of  that  only  6.07  inches. 
The  average  of  all  districts  rnakes  the  rain-fall  of  the  year  less  than 
normal  by  a  very  slight  deficiency. 

Average  rain-fall  by  districts. 


Districts. 


New  England 

Middle  Atiautic  States. . . . 

South  Atlantic  States 

Florida  Peninsula 

Eastern  Qulf  States 

Western  Oulf  States 

Rio  Grande  Valley 

Ohio  Valley  and  Tennes- 
see  

Lower  Lake  Region 

Upper  Lake  Region 

Extreme  Northwest 

Upper  Mississippi  Valley, 

Missouri  Valley 

Northern  Slope 

MIddleSlope 

Southern  Slope 

Southern  Plateau 

Middle  Plateau 

Northern  Plateau 

North  Pacific  Coast  Re- 
Middle  i»aciflc  *  Coast  Re-" 
Kion 

South  Pacific  Coast  Re- 
gion   


April. 


Ins. 
8.60 
8.49 
3.78 
S.IJJ 
5.62 
4.22 
0.72 

4.28 
2.85 
2.85 
1.88 
2.90 
8.08 
1.27 
2.28 
1.87 
0.42 
1.72 
1.88 

8.25 

2.86 

1.50 


1888. 


Ins. 
2.28 
2.00 
1.10 
0.62 
1.06 
5.01 
4.14 

2.72 

1.94 
2.48 
0.67 
2.47 
1.88 
1.05 
2.00 
2.92 
0.38 
0.50 
0.40 

2.00 

0.25 

0.11 


May. 


Ins. 
8.44 
8.16 
8.78 
8.18 
4.80 
4.»1 
8.60 

8.78 
8.19 
8.81 
2.26 
8.00 
8.68 
1.94 
8.99 
2.28 
0.84 
1.20 
1.22 

8.97 

0.78 

0.42 


1886. 


Ins. 
4.83 
5.19 
5.12 
2.18 
6.24 
5.02 
1.54 

8.82 
2.20 
8.47 
0.91 
6.10 
6.17 
2.85 
8.05 
2.00 
0.88 
1.02 
1.76 

0.82 

0.48 

0.14 


June. 


Ins. 
3.39 
8.M 
6.47 
6.21 
6.45 
8.55 
2.57 

4.84 
8.78 
4.14 
8.12 
5.26 
4.54 
2.65 
8.55 
8.06 
0.60 
1.02 
1.45 

1.90 

0.80 

0.11 


1888. 


Ins. 

1.68 
8.20 
2.80 
2.87 
6.96 
6.29 
8.46 

8.11 
8.50 
2.44 
6.22 
4.61 
8.55 
8.83 
2.15 
2.51 
0.18 
0.78 
2.96 

6.22 

0.99 

0.02 


July. 


Ins. 
4.11 
4.45 
6.21 
6.70 
5.28 
8.24 
1.81 

4.17 
8.49 
8.34 
8.26 
8.77 
8.98 
1.72 
8.24 
2.88 
1.20 
0.51 
0.40 

1.52 

0.01 

0.02 


1888. 


Ins. 
2.55 
2.08 
4.27 
6.58 
8.06 
2.96 
0.97 

8.28 
2.68 
2.62 
8.06 
4.40 
8.18 
1.50 
2.42 
2.00 

i.2r 

0.41 
0.56 

2.00 

0.08 

0.02 


August. 


September. 


t 


In4. 
4.29 
4.76 
6.90 
6.16 
6.44 
8.64 
8.86 

8.68 
3.24 
3.27 
2.48 
8.29 
3.86 
1.52 
8.07 
3.51 
2.24 
0.85 
0.51 

1.02 


0.10 


1888. 


Ins. 
4.14 
5.07 
4.88 
2.89 
11.36 
8.10 
1.18 

6.82 
3.17 
2.68 
1.28 
8.66 
4.65 
1.29 
2.08 
5.89 
0.77 
0.65 
0.20 

0.62 


0.06 


hi 


Ins. 
2.99 
3.68 
5.52 
5.53 
4.07 
4.46 
0.22 

2.92 
3.11 
8.66 
1.20 
3.71 
8.19 
1.18 
2.26 
8.15 
1.26 
0.66 
0.91 

8.00 

0.36 

.0.04 


1886. 


Ins. 
7.47 
6.47 
8.35 
0.17 
5.25 
1.38 
6.50 

2.70 
2.48 
2.56 
0.56 
1.41 
0.87 
0.58 
1.12 
0.98 
0.42 
0.27 
0.41 

2.06 

0.62 

0.04 
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The  temperature  of  the  growing  season  has  been  below  the  nor- 
mal. In  April  it  was  slightly  above  in  the  South  Atlantic,  Gulf, 
Ohio  Valley,  Missouri  Valley,  and  Pacific  coast  districts;  in  May, 
everywhere  below  except  on  the  North  Pacific  coast;  in  June,  only 
in  the  Middle  Atlantic,  Ohio  Valley,  Lake  regions,  and  North  Pacific 
coast;  in  July,  below  normal  everywhere  east  of  the  Missouri;  in 
August,  deficient  in  every  district  except  the  Pacific  coast;  and  in 
September  the  extreme  Northwest  and  the  Pacific  coast  are  the  only 
exceptions. 

Average  temperature  by  districts. 


Districts. 


Aprfl. 


1886. 


Hay. 


r 


1888. 


June. 


\t 


t 


July. 


1886. 


Au|;ii8t. 


1888. 


September. 


1888. 


New  England 

Middle  Atlantic  States. . . 
South  Atlantic  States  . . . 

Florida  Peninsula 

Eastern  Gulf  States 

Western  Gulf  States .... 


Rio  Grande  Valley 

Ohio  Valley  and  Tennes- 


Lower  I^ake  Re^on 

Upper  Lake  Repion 

Extreme  Northwest 

Upper  MIssiKsippi  Valley 

BIlMouri  Valley 

Northern  Slope 

Middle  Slope 

Southern  Slope 

Southern  Plateau 

Middle  Plateau 

Northern  Plateau 

North  Paclflc  Ooast  Re- 
gion   

M^dle  Pacific  Ooast  Re- 
gion   

South  Pacific  Coast  Re- 
gion   


48.5 
51.2 
C2.8 
78.6 
66.8 
66.5 
78.0 

56.8 
48.0 
40.3 
38.4 
51.5 
48.5 
42.4 
51.8 
61.8 
56.4 
47.4 
49.4 

47.8 

5C.0 

57.6 


40.6 
50.7 
68.8 
78.2 
68.2 
68.9 
74.4 

57.9 
42.2 

38.8 
S8.8 
51.1 
51.0 
46.5 
50.3 
68.2 
61.8 
65.0 
55.4 

51.6 

59.1 

61.4 


M.8 
02.9 
71.0 
77.5 
78.0 
78.2 
79.0 

66.6 
57.6 
58.8 
54.4 
62.9 
61.8 
58.3 
60.6 
69.7 
65.0 
56.5 
57.7 

52.7 

61.0 
62.0 


51.8 
60.7 
70.2 
76.9 
71.7 
72.0 
78.8 

64.8 
54.4 
48.2 

48.1 
56.6 
54.0 
40.0 
58.9 
67.7 
64.9 
57.7 
61.6 

56.7 

59.6 

61.0 


63.5 
71.0 
77.3 
81.5 
79.0 
79.7 
88.4 

78.8 
66.1 
02. 1 
64. 4 
70.0 
69.0 
62.7 
70.7 
7S.1 
74.0 
65.6 
64.7 

57.6 

68.0 

66.0 


68.5 
71.7 
76.9 
81.0 
77.8 
78.0 
81.0 

78.7 
66.0 
63.0 
62.0 
60.8 
60.0 
61.4 
72.8 
70.8 
75.0 
66.8 
68.6 

68.7 

64.6 

66.7 


69.5 
76.0 
80.3 
88.4 
80.6 
ft2.0 
81.5 

77.0 
71.0 
68. 0 
67.4 
76.2 
73.8 
67.9 
75.5 
70.7 
78.0 
78.6 
71.0 

00.0 

71.2 

07.0 


66.2 
72.2 
77.6 
82.0 
80.6 
81.2 
82.0 

76.2 
69.1 
67.1 
07.6 
75.8 
75.0 
68.4 
77.1 
78.4 
77.0 
74.4 
71.0 

CI.  2 

70.5 


67.8 
78.2 
78.7 
83.0 
79.9 
81.0 
82.9 

75.0 
68.8 
66.0 
64.8 
78.0 
71.2 
60.5 
73.2 
77.8 
75.6 
72.0 
09.8 

59.8 

00.7 

09.5 


66.2 
78.2 
78.0 
h2.4 
78.8 
79.9 
81.7 

78.6 
68.2 
64.6 
62.3 
69.8 
08.8 
64.  G 
71.1 
76.8 
70.8 
78.0 
78.5 

62.6 

72.8 

68.0 


61.8 
66.7 
78.1 
81.1 
74.4 
75.4 
77.0 

07.7 
08.1 
58.9 
52.4 
63.2 
CI. 5 
54.1 
63.  S 
68.6 
69.0 
62.8 
68.8 

56.4 

66.6 

61.  5l 


57.9 
68.6 
71.4 
78.9 
72.0 
72.7 
76.6 

CS.5 
58.4 
55.2 
54.4 
50.8 
60.'8 
68.7 
64.0 
66.1 
71.4 
68.9 
66.1 

61.6 

n.8 

68.8 


The  following  table  makes  a  statement  of  temperature,  in  connec- 
tion with  rain-fall,  showing  the  departure  from  the  normal. 


Districts. 


New  England 

Middle  Atlantic 

South  Atlantic 

Eastern  Gulf 

Western  Gulf 

Ohio  Valley  and  Tennes- 
see   

Lower  Lake  Region 

Upper  Lake  R^on 

Extreme  Northwest 

Upper  Mississippi  Valley . 

Mi8iBoiu*i  Valley 

North  Pacific  Coast 

Middle  Pacific  Coast 


April 


-2.9-1.41 
-0.5! -1.49 
+1.51-2.68 
-1-2.4-8. 
+2. 4' +0.79 


+1.6 
~1.T 
-1.5 
-0.1 
-0.4 
+2.5 
-1-8.8 
+3,1 


-1.51 
0.41 
+0.14 
-1.16 
-0.52 
-1.15 
-1.25 
-2.61 


May. 


Ins. 
-3.0+1.8 
-2.2+2.03 
-^.8+1.84 
-1.3+1.01 
-1.2+0.18 


-2.4 

-8.1 
-5.1 
-6.8 


-6.4 
+8.0 
-1.4 


+0.01 
0.09 

+0.16 
1.85 


6.8+2.11 


+2.54 

2.45 

-0.80 


June. 


July. 


i  1 1 


Ina. 

0.0-1.711 
+0.7— O.Cli 
-0.4-2.07 
—1.7+0.51 

■1.7+2.74 


+0.4 

-1.23 

+0.8 

-0.17 

+0.0 

-1.70 

-1.5 

+8.10 

-1.1 

-0.65 

-0.0 

-0.99 

+1.1 

+4.82 

-3.4 

+0.69 

JfW. 

8—1.56 
—3.4—1.52 
—2.8'— 1.94 
-0.1-2.22 
-0.8-0. 

-0.8-0. 

—1.91—0.86 

-0.91—0.72 

+0.2-0.20 

+0.11+0.72 

+1.81-0.80 

+1.2i+0.57 

—0.7+0.02 


August. 


Ins. 

1.6-0.15 

0.0+0.31 

-0. 71-2.02 

—1.6+5.92 

— 1.1  i +4. 50 

—1.4^-8.19 
—0.6—0.07 
—1.41-0.59 
—2.51—1.16 
—8.21+0.36 
—2.4+1.29 
-1-3,2-0.50 
+2.6... 


September. 


I7t8. 

8.4+4.48 
— 3.l(+2.79 
— 1.7*+2.88 
—2.4+1.18 
-2. 7—8.08 


-4.2 
-4.7 
—8.7 

+2.0 
S.9 
—1.2 

+5.2| 


— o.aj 

-0.63 
-1.10 
-0.70 
-2.80 
-2.82 
1.94 


+4.71+0.27 
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The  amoiuit  of  heat  required  to  ripen  different  crops  is  an  impor- 
tant question  in  practical  agricultural  meteorology.  The  first  requi- 
site for  its  study  IS  a  record  of  the  effective  daily  and  monthly  aggre- 
gates of  heal).  While  it  would  doubtless  account  measurably  for 
oifferences  in  yield  of  such  crops  as  com  or  cotton,  which  require 
more  heat  than  many  others,  its  proper  distribution  through  the  sea- 
son would  probably  modify  the  result,  and  other  meteorological  con- 
ditions would  also  require  consideration. 

CROPS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  increase  of  population  requires  annually  larger  crops.  The 
toea  devoted  to  cereals  has  been  enlarged  by  a  considerable  extension 
of  the  crops  of  corn  and  oats.  The  other  cereals  are  almost  exclu- 
sively used  as  human  food,  the  demand  for  which  is  uniform.  Corn 
and  oats  are  mainly  used  in  feeding  of  animals  for  milk  and  meat 
and  motive  power,  enjoying  a  vastlv  more  elastic  demand  and  having 
a  Avidely  extended  range  of  uses.  The  result  of  increase  of  area,  witn 
a  medium  rate  of  yield,  is  a  larger  aggregate  product  of  cereals  than 
has  ever  before  been  recorded.  It  wilT  amount  to  about  3,200,000,000 
bushels,  or  about  51  bushels  per  head.  This  is  about  three  times  the 
average  supply  per  capita  ot  Europe  from  home  production,  which 
is  supplemented  Dy  receipts  from  otner  continents  amounting  to  only 
about  one  bushel  per  head.  So  nearly  is  Europe  self-supporting.  So 
liberal  are  the  supplies  of  the  United  States.  So  hopeless  is  the 
expectation  greatly  to  enlarge  permanently  our  volume  of  exports. 
Rice  is  a  minor  cereal  of  local  importance;  the  present  crop  is  not 
very  large. 

Next  to  cereals  in  importance  of  production  for  food  supply  are  po- 
tatoes. The  unthinking  public  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  reduc- 
tion of  yield  in  recent  years,  the  last  especially,  foreboded  a  perma- 
nent scarcity,  either  from  loss  of  vitality  in  the  stock  or  degeneracy 
of  the  soil.  The  present  crop  is  a  large  one,  the  aggregate  coming 
well  up  towards  200,000,000  bushels.  The  sweet-potato  crop,  which 
is  also  a  very  valuable  food  product,  has  been  a  good  one,  especially 
in  th0  more  southern  tier  of  States.  The  crop  was  less  abundant  in 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Kentucky.  It  is  not  closely  estimated, 
but  doubtless  exceeds  40,000,000  bushels. 

The  season  has  not  been  favorable  to  cane  sugar,  and  production  is 
limited  in  consequence.  Sugar  planterf^  are  now  considering  with 
interest  the  evolution  in  sugar  making  promised  by  the  diffusion  pro- 
cess. Hitherto  the  business  has  illustrated  conspicuously  the  wastes 
of  American  agriculture,  as  scarcely  more  than  half  of  the  saccha- 
rine contents  of  the  plant  has  been  obtained  during  a  century  of  de- 
velopment of  the  industry. 

The  cane  crop  of  1888  has  not  been  a  good  one.  The  stubble  espe- 
cially is  small  and  cracked,  and  the  yield  has  not  been  very  satisfac- 
tory. It  is  believed  that  the  ultimate  record  of  production  will  be 
materially  less  than  for  the  season  of  1887-'88,  when  the  product  was 
285,158  hogsheads,  weighing  353,855,877  pounds  net,  the  largest  crop 
since  1861,  which  was  459,419  hogsheads.  The  crops  of  1852,  1853, 
1854,  and  1858  were  also  larger.  The  product  of  molasses  was 
21,980,241  gallons. 

The  sorghum  crop  varies  in  different  sections,  but  may  be  con- 
sidered a  medium  crop.     It  is  a  valuable  resource  for  sirup  for  local 


Digitized  by 


Google 


410  REPORT   OP  THE   COMMISSIOIHSB   OF   AGRICULTURE. 

use,  supplementing  the  supply,  though  little  used  in  cities.  It  has 
not  yet  paid  its  way  as  a  sugar  plant,  no  factories  having  so  far 
proved  self-sustaining  without  Government  aid.  A  hopefulfeeling 
IS  prevalent  that,  through  diffusion  and  other  aids  to  manufacture, 
its  ultimate  success  will  be  assured. 

Beet  sugar  is  apparently  on  the  eve  of  extensive  production  in 
California,  if  the  enterprise  of  Glaus  Spreckels  is  as  successful  as  it 
is  represented.  One  factory,  that  at  Alvarado,  has  been  in  successful 
operation  there  for  a  dozen  years,  though  it  did  not  run  last  year 
on  account  of  destruction  of  machinery  by  an  explosion. 

The  abundant  moist]ire  of  the  season  has  been  favorable  to  hay, 
and  the  moderate  temperature  of  spring  was  also  conducive  to  heavy 
growth,  and  the  crop  is  therefore  a  large  one.  • 

The  cotton  crop  is  one  of  medium  yield,  with  increased  acreage.  * 
The  crop  was  later  in  development  than  that  of  1887,  and  the  grow- 
ing season  was  shorter.  Condition,  in  October,  however,  was  quite 
as  nigh  as  in  October  of  1887.  Notwithstanding  the  large  supply  of 
the  past  two  years  the  demand  is  quite  as  strong  as  a  year  ago,  the 
average  export  price  in  December  being  10.01  cents,  against'  9.80 
cents  m  December  of  1887. 

The  season  has  been  favorable  for  vegetables,  and  a  large  and 
cheap  supply  is  found  in  the  markets. 

Fruits  nave  been  fairly  abundant,  though  variable  in  production 
locally.  It  is  the  "even  year,"  and  apples  are  plenty  for  domestic 
use,  while  their  cheapness  has  favored  exportation. 

The  wool  clip  of  1888  was  slightly  reduced,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduction  of*  flocks  in  Texas  and  elsewliere.  The  estimated  product 
is  265,000,000  pounds. 

The  meat  supply  has  been  very  abundant,  and  the  price  on  the 
hoof  too  low  m  the  Western  markets  and  too  high  in  the  retail 
markets  of  the  East.  The  middlemen  get  too  large  a  slice  of  the 
profits,  and  the  farmer  accepts  either  a  small  profit  or  a  slight  loss. 

It  has  been,  on  the  whole,  a  fairly  prolific  and  prosperous  season 
for  American  agriculture. 

CORN. 

Th^  area  of  maize,  as  estimated  for  the  crop  of  1888,  makes  an  in- 
crease of  3,280,043  acres  over  the  crop  of  1887,  and  13,304,259  acres 
over  the  census  crop  of  1879;  indicating  a  gain  of  21  per  cent,  in  nine 
years.  It  is  not  believed  that  this  is  an  overestimate.  The  constant 
tendency  of  local  estiniators  to  underatate  the  area  of  crops  has  been 
combated  from  year  to  year  with  caution  and  conservatism,  and  yet 
it  is  possible  that  the  above  estimate  may  be  found  too  low.  It  is 
certain  that  it  is  not  equal  to  the  increase  of  population,  which  must 
be  about  26  per  cent.  While  it  is  scarcely  expected  that  the  area  in 
cereals  will  keep  pace  with  population,  the  home  demand  for  corn  is 
so  various  and  imperative  that  the  relative  decline  should  not  be 
very  heavy.  The  estimate  for  1888  is  75,672,763  acres;  an  area  more 
than  three-fourths  as  large  as  the  combined  areas  in  wheat  of  all  the 
countries  of  Europe,  ana  nearly  twice  as  large  as  the  acreage  in 
maize  in  all  the  other  countries  of  Europe  and  America. 

The  planting  was  late  on  the  Atlantic  slope,  delayed  by  too  much 
moisture  in  the  soil  and  by  low  temperature.  Similar  conditions, 
less  general  and  injurious,  prevailed  tnrou^h  the  Central  States.  In 
portions  of  Texas  there  was  delay  in  planting  from  excessive  rains. 
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Irregular  precipitation  (drought  followed  by  excess  of  moisture)  af- 
fected planting  and  growth  in  some  sections  of  Louisiana.  As  a 
rule,  however,  conditions  favorable  to  seeding  and  development  were 
general  on  the  Gulf  coast. 

The  averages  of  condition  for  the  whole  country  illustrate  the 
marked  differences  which  appear  in  the  records  of  the  past  two  years. 
They  are  as  follows: 


Tears.                                % 

July. 

1 
August.    'September. 

October. 

1887   

97.7 
98.0 

80.6 
95.6 

78.8 
94.8 

7^2.8 

1888      

9S.a 

.  Moderately  favorable  conditions  have  prevailed  through  the  year. 
Late  planting  and  a  comparatively  cool  season  prevented  unusual  de- 
velopment and  a  high  rate  of  yield.  The  result  is  26.3  bushels  per 
acre,  56  being  an  average.  The  crop  of  the  previous  year  started  still 
better,  but  encountered  during  July  the  commencement  of  one  of  the 
worst  periods  of  drought  whicn  have  ever  scourged  the  central  corn- 
growing  States,  continuing  through  August,  and  practically  through 
9ie  season. 

The  differences  in  figures  of  condition  in  the  corn-surplus  States  are 
still  more  striking : 


states. 

July. 

August. 

October. 

1887. 

1888. 

96 
96 
98 
89 
91 
99 
91 

1887. 

83 
64 
65 
90 
80 
60 
75 

1888. 

98 
99 
96 
98 
M 
91 
96 

188?. 

68 
61 
■     67 
78 
67 
43 
72 

1888. 

99 
99 
96 
09 
98 
80 
97 

1887. 

70 
61 
60 
78 
70 
45 
67 

1868. 

Ohio     . .           

96 
98 
98 
99 
99 
100 
100 

99 

Indiftiia ^ 

98 

Illinois 

96 

Iowa        

99 

Missouri          

98 

Kanaas 

77 

Nebraslca 

97 

These  States,  so  much  worse  in  condition  of  com  than  other 
parts  of  the  country  in  1887,  are  decidedly  better  than  other  States 
in  1888,  occupying  extreme  positions  in  this  respect  during  both  sea- 
sons, except  in  July  of  1887.  The  diflEerence  in  product,  as  estimated, 
is  as  follows  : 


states 

1887. 

1866. 

States. 

1887. 

1888. 

Ohio 

78.797,000 
71.400,000 
141,080.000 
188,508,000 
140,949,000 

98,018,000 
186,478,000 
878,060,000 
878,888,000 
808,688,000 

ITiUtifiUI 

76,647,000 
98.160,000 

158,186,000 
144,817,000 

Indiana 

Nebraska 

Illinois 

United  States 

Iowa 

780,486,000 

1,879,774,000 

Missouri 

1,466,161,000 

1,987,790,000 

In  1887  the  proportion  produced  in  these  Central  States  was  64  per 
cent.,  while  in  1888  the  proportion  was  64  per  cent.,  nearly  twice 
as  much  in  seven  States  as  in  thirty-one  States  and  all  the  Ter- 
ritories, 
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The  estimates  of  the  crop  of  1888  are  as  follows  : 


states  and  Territories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey ^. . 

Pennsylvania f. . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virrinia , 

North  CaroHna 

South  Carolina 

Oeor^ 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas , 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia 

Kentucky , 

Ohio. 


Michigan . . 
Indiana.... 

Illinois 

Wisconsin . 
Minnesota. 

Iowa 

Missouri... 


Nebraska.... 
CaUf omia . . . 

Oregon 

Colorado 

Dakota 

New  Mexico . 

Utah 

Washington. 


Total 1,987,790,000  j      75,872,768 


Bushels. 


81. 
VIS, 
20, 

!??>^, 

31}, 
S7H, 
^^. 

Hi, 

'J, 


18, 


606,000 
846,000 
494,000 
798,000 
882,000 
778,000 
870,000 
851,000 
414,000 
,844,000 
55.?  AOO 
:-i-jO0 
:WH.tO0 

risjoo 
r>ji,<)oo 

glGjXX) 

.4^,4100 

,2it:E,{i00 
J2^V<i00 
MHjOO 
PjttTi,  000 
149.000 

r^tr>,(ioo 

4fH,000 

(y^^ioo 

,7T¥iJ.l00 

,ft*S^,0  0 
l^.fOO 

£t.).iOO 
777,000 
,810,000 
992,000 
480,000 
1SK,000 


Acres. 


80,878 

87,421 

61,470 

59,897 

12,558 

50,977 

705,859 

860,835 

1,807,850 

220,987 

740,646 

2,181,596 

2,678,910 

1,576,888 

2,928,886 

468,892 

2,489,475 

1,983,477 

1,061,268 

4,814,868 

2,180,399 

8,687,762 

078,518 

8,160,668 

2,862,080 

907,518 

8,605,094 

7,788,790 

1,060,717 

708,887 

7.771,840 

6,534,921 

5,024.566 

4,097,007 

155,184 

7,140 

84,894 

787,899 

68.600 

83,600 

6,100 


Value. 


$447,000 

600,120 

986,040 

1,215,840 

2b7,m 

1,155,700 

18,204.000 

6,016,080 

22,707,000 

1,601,960 

7,806,860 

17,086,060 

16,488,940 

8,220,000 

16,841,^ 

2,061,660 

17,888,800 

15,847,880 

8,089,890 

87,808,700 

19,940,640 

81,779,800 

7,761,680 

97,725,800 

ft€,556,800 

12,190,600 

88,806,180 

80,687,400 

11,788,880 

6,509,040 

66,775.680 

60,774,900 

41,lSi».S60 

81,727,740 

8,019,800 

100,480 

442,800 

6,200,280 

664,640 

806,180 

70,780 


677,561,680 


The  home  consumption  varies  greatly  with  the  product,  being 
affected  by  price.  It  was  reduced  last  year  from  relative  scarcity 
and  high  price.  Since  1879  the  average  consumption  has  averaged 
about  27  bushels  per  annum  for  each  unit  of  population;  for  ten 
years  preceding,  25  bushels.  There  will  be  a  supply  for  the  current 
year,  beyond  the  probable  foreign  demand,  of  30  bushels  per  capita. 

The  average  production  for  ten  years,  1870  to  1879  inclusive,  was 
1,184,486,954  bushels;  of  the  nine  years  of  the  present  decade, 
1,657,048,726 bushels, anincreaseof  40per cent.  Deducting 55,077,828 
bushels  per  annum  exported  in  the  former  period,  and  51,292,327 
bushels  per  annum  in  tne  latter,  the  average  quantities  left  for  con- 
sumption are  respectively  1,129,409,126  and  1,606,656,399  bushels,  an 
increase  of  42  per  cent.,  which  is  much  greater  than  the  increase  of 
population.  The  decrease  is  doubtless  only  a  temporary  difference 
oetween  the  unusual  requirements  for  feeding  material  in  Western 
Europe,  between  1876  and  1880,  and  the  somewhat  reduced  demand 
under  more  normal  conditions  of  agricultural  production  in  later 
years.  There  appears  to  be  no  great  probability  of  heavy  exporta- 
tion in  the  immeaiate  future. 

The  average  value  of  corn  for  nine  years  has  been  40.8  cents  per 
bushel,  against  42.6  cents  for  the  ten  years  preceding.  That  tnis 
decrease  in  average  value  is  so  slight,  with  an  enlarged  per  capita, 
supply,  is  due  to  the  increased  use  of  corn  for  the  various  products 
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into  which  it  enters.  The  average  yield  per  acre,  23. 8  bushels  instead 
of  27.1  bushels,  is  emphatically  not  the  result  of  soil  deterioration, 
but  of  a  series  of  crop  reductions  from  meteorological  causes,  produc- 
ing great  variation  annually,  with  only  three  of  the  nine  above  an 
average,  that  of  1887  being  20.1  bushels,  and  that  of  1888  being  26.3 
bushels.  The  average  value  of  an  acre  of  com  is  made  S9.71,  against 
$11.54  for  the  former  period.  The  reduction  in  value  comes  from  a 
reduced  rate  of  yield  and  a  lower  price.  The  following  table  gives 
£he  area,  product,  and  value  of  all  crops  since  1879: 


Tears. 

Total  t>roduc- 
tfon. 

Total  area 
of  crop. 

Total  value  of 
crop. 

Avevage 

value  per 

busheL 

Average 

yield  per 

acre. 

Average 

value  per 

acre. 

1880 

Jyu.shtl^. 

l,7l?.4:y.,->43 
l,:5J.i.yiE:  t^X) 

i.iuHAy^:'  ■» 
i,r»F,Ej^.'  •» 
i,7'i.-,,-j-    yo 
1,1             » 
1,1             » 
1,-             » 
1,1             » 

a8,;il7.S48 
64.;ya<«6 
66  i'.vj.r46 

69  IKI.T80 
73  i:;.f  150 
75  .-u/jOS 
78      J    80 
75           68 

1(^,714.400 

7rjfl.4Mirj70 

T     -        76 
0              86 
6              60 
6              90 
6              00 
6              70 
6              80 

Cents. 
80.6 
68.6 
48.4 
48.4 
86.7 
88.8 
86.6 
44.4 
34.1 

Bushels. 
87.6 
18.6 
84.6 
88.7 
25.8 
86.6 
2i.O 
80.1 
86.8 

$10.91 
11.88 

1881 

1688 

11. M 

1888 

9.68 

1884 

9.10 

1885 

8. 60 

1886 

8.06 

1887 

1888 

8.98 
8.96 

Total 

14,981,588,506 

627,114,988 

6.091,504,809 

Annual  average 

1,057,948,720 
1,184,486,054 

69,670,436 
48.741,381 

676,833,8r4 
604,671,048 

40.8 
48.6 

28.8 

»r.i 

9.71 

Annual  average  for  pre- 
ceding ten  years 

11.64 

This  table  shows  the  fluctuation  and  increase  in  product,  and  places 
the  last  highest  in  the  record  of  volume,  though  the  rate  of  yield  is 
only  medium,  and  the  quality  somewhat  inferior.  The  exports  of 
corn  (including  corn  meal)  from  the  crop  of  1887  were  smaller  than 
in  any  other  year  since  1870,  being  only  25,360,869  bushels. 

The  following  table  shows  the  proportion  of  each  crop  annually 
exported  since  1869: 


Production  and  export 

of  com. 

Years. 

Production. 

Exports. 

Exporta- 
tion. 

Tears. 

Production. 

Exports. 

Exporta- 
tion. 

1849* 

1869* 

I860* 

1870 

1871 

1878 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

BusheU. 

698,071,101 

888,792,748 

760,944,540 

1,094,855,000 

091,898,000 

1,092.719,000 

932,274.000 

850,148,500 

1,321.060,000 

1,883,827,500 

1,842,558,000 

1,888,218,750 

UK  "it; I.  :■„*« 
411.1^^^4 

3ri.w-...^84 
a^*^■-.^t^6 

7-,  n:^*.  rill 
.^.  I'.rJjiO 
?f7p»^i,81« 

Percent. 
1.3 
.6 
.8 
1.0 
8.6 
8.7 
3.9 
8.5 
8.9 
6.7 
6.5 
6.8 

1879 
1880 
1881 
18«i 
1883 
1884 
18H5 
1886 
1887 

Annual 
average 

Bushels. 
1,754,591,076 
1,717,434,548 
1,194,916,000 
1,617,085.100 
1,551,066,895 
1,796,588,000 
1,986,176,000 
1,666,441,000 
1,466,161,000 

Bit.^hff.H. 

9f',  tn-.  rt29 
9J!.nJN^t47 

-tl.0K;,U58 
4(J.e:*H,<J06 
fle,W7ii,i56 

i^s,R'!>,ai7 

4i,^)«,ri84 

•2^  r^vieo 

Per  cent. 
5.7 
6.5 
8.7 
8.6 
8.0 
2.9 
8.8 
2.6 
1.7 

i8rr 

1878 

1,888,072,666 

68,395,388 

8.8 

*Oensus. 

The  extreme  ratge  of  annual  variation  of  volume  will  attract  the 
attention  of  the  reader--from  2,000,000  bushels  (in  round  numbers) 
to  100,000,000  bushels.  It  is  no  surprise  to  any  one  who  understands 
the  causes  affecting  the  movement.  The  great  controlling  factor  in 
producing  the  extremes  named  was  price,  which  was  in  the  fiscal 
year  1870,  92.5  cents  at  the  ports  of  shipment,  and  in  1880  it  was 
only  54.3  cents.     In  the  former  case  the  high  domestic  price  pre- 
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vented  exportation;  in  the  latter,  the  unprecedented  cheapness  of 
com  greatly  increased  foreign  demand.  Its  sale  in  Europe  is  depend- 
ent on  its  relative  cheapness  as  a  feeding  material  for  animals.  The 
Liverpool  price  is  made  in  America;  the  American  price  never  in 
Liverpool.  The  average  effect  of  3.8  per  cent,  of  foreign  demand 
would  naturally  increase  the  price  of  the  crop  a  fraction  over  one 
cent  per  bushel. 

WHEAT. 

The  estimate  of  wheat  area  makes  a  reduction  of  305,045  acres  from 
the  breadth  of  1887.  The  aggregate  is  37,336,138;  an  increase  of  only 
1,905,805  on  the  area  of  1879,  or  little  more  than  5  per  cent.  The 
exports  will  probably  be  less  than  those  of  1879-80  by  at  least 
100,000,000  bushels;  a  quantity  more  than  ample  for  the  anrilial  sup- 

SjT  of  all  the  increase  of  population  since  1880.  Should  the  area  be 
vanced  in  similar  ratio  in  the  next  ten  years,  an  average  rate  of 
?^ield  would  barely  suffice  for  home  consumption.  The  area  will  cer- 
ainly  increase  in  the  future,  but  not  rapidly,  unless  under  the  stim- 
ulus of  a  larger  foreign  demand  than  present  circumstances  con- 
trolling the  production  of  the  world  would  seem  to  warrant. 

The  winter-wheat  crop  had  a  very  unpromising  appearance  on  the 
1st  of  April,  and  its  condition  averaged  82,  and  was  still  further  re- 
duced to  73.1  on  the  1st  of  May,  indicating  a  status  quite  unfavor- 
able, and  a  probable  low  rate  of  yield.  The  seed  bed  was  generally 
very  dry  in  the  autumn  of  1887,  the  soil  cloddy,  the  sowing  slow,  the 
germination  irregular,  the  growth  uneven^  and  the  plant  generally 
m  poor  condition  to  endure  the  ordinary  vicissitudes  of  winter.  As 
the  season  wore  on,  under  more  favorable  meteorological  conditions, 
improvement  was  noted;  and  though  the  development  of  straw  was 
inferior,  the  CTain  yielded  more  in  thrashing  than  was  expected,  so 
that  the  final  average  was  11.6  bushels  per  acre,  when  11  busnels 
would  have  been  deemed  a  good  outcome  at  any  time  during  the 
spring.  The  condition  of  winter  wheat,  contrasted  with  that  of  the 
crop  of  1887,  is  as  follows: 


Years, 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Sept.* 

1887 

88.1 
82.0 

86.8 
78.1 

84.9 
78.8 

88.5 
75.6 

84.0 

1888 

77.4 

*  Condition  when  harvested. 

The  weather  of  April,  instead  of  imj^roving  the  condition  of  wheat, 
gave  it. a  worse  appearance,  which  naturally  depressed  the  local 
estimates.  It  is  evident  that  the  roots  had  more  vitality  than  the 
stunted  and  discolored  plants  indicated,  rendering  possible  a  slight 
recuperation,  and  to  that  extent  agreeably  disappointing  the  hopes 
of  the  growers. 

The  condition  of  spring  wheat  through  June  and  July  was  better 
in  1888  than  in  the  previous  year.  It  suffered  serious  injury  early  in 
August,  as  illustratqd  by  the  following  averages: 


Teats. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

18S7        

87.8 
fte.8 

70.8 
05.9 

78.8 
87.8 

78.1 

1888 

77.8 
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It  is  seen  that  the  decline  commenced  in  July.  The  chinch-bug 
was  in  strong  force  in  many  counties  in  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  Ne- 
braska, doing  no  little  damage.  Local  droughts,  storms  of  rain  in 
other  localities,  blights,  rusts,  and  the  army  worm,  were  responsible 
each  for  a  share  in  the  reduction  of  condition.  The  weather  of  Au- 
gust was  very  unfavorable,  causing  shriveling  and  blight,  early 
frosts  devastating  some  portions  of  the  valleys  of  the  Red  and  James 
Rivers,  and  insects  in  limited  areas' assisted  in  reducing  the  rate  of 
yield.     The  damage  was  not  overstated;  the  returns  of  yield  per  acre 

fave  even  lower  results  than  the  forecast  of  the  September  returns, 
ue  measurably  to  injury  to  wheat  after  harvest  between  cutting  and 
thrashing. 
The  estimates  of  wheat  are  in  detail  as  follows: 


states  )md  Territoriee. 

Bushels. 

Acres. 

t^alue. 

Maine ; 

580,000 

162,000 

n46,000 

32.000 

l>.:<)9,000 

3.;86.000 

iH,h08,000 

1.194,000 

T,u34,000 

Mr8,000 

M  ,^85,000 

^^78,000 

].  110,000 

:.  186,000 

32,000 

^:,i'66,000 

.■  v87,000 

]■  -97.000 

.M-90.000 

f    i^'^ao.ooo 

^     es,;oa,000 
-1  i.28.000 
.-79,000 
;t5  ^56,000 

i:i..-55,000 

i:  sgi.ooo 

^^i  196,000 

IH.  ;90,000 

1      ^60,000 

14,508  000 

28,451,000 

14,548,000 

200,000 

2,846,000 

870,000 

88,086,000 

1,^2,000 

2,001,000 

1,883,000 

1,945,000 

0,006,000 

in.ft44 

1O.:«0 

vNvno 

■,'  149 

rnja2 

].M:f^,'.728 

'i-.^i.  121 

r.>!.  "08 

?^:i.  :62 

[■^K  H8 
■^l,  :.f7J3 
5:-,'/J26 
--•5.1.71 
!-■,']  l,-»4 
■:«c..  :99 

'■,<-;,>«4 
].;-;:,,  ro« 

■■,774,i«02 
■.:,U'x:'A» 

r;jHj;...ii6 

-.  ii>-,':e2 

].-4l:548 

I.^r.iij4)0 

1. -.1-1.1121 

-  ;v-:.|,:!00 

'''j'J   IJ2S 

II'. -00 

i:ik'rr4 

-4  ii95 

a/.iJ:,J60 

>    S18 

>■■■:,  l^6 
ll■^■«9 
1      ,^1 

^<V\  fiOO 

New  Hampshire 

IK'J,    Ml] 

Vermont 

II 1^  C-^! 

Connecticut 

;-i«  \n} 

New  York ! 

10  '^V.i  <wjO 

New  Jersey 

1   ■irv:]  ".iiO 

P^nsylvania .     . . 

ai>  ir-i  :  jo 

Delaware ! : . 

1    T.iJ  ("^O 

Maryland 

7    1h*xJ    lit  If  11 

Virginia > . 

=%.  ];-'.i>iHS 

North  Carolina    

4  <tLii  Tr-fH 

Sniith  Oft«>l*nft . . 

1  I'-'.i  ;a] 

Gteorgia 

■i  lii|  ii(iO 

Alabama 

^ay.'i  wy 

Mifi8i88ippi 

TeJtAfl    

6,  (MM),  000 

Arkanffafi 

2^15®  B.'VO 

Tennessee 

y,570,  sno 

West  Virginia 

£;7ia,O40 

Kentucky 

10, 01 H,  5(30 
28,547,440 

ohK^?...-v;.. .;::::::::::;::::::::.::::::::::::::::::: ::' 

Michigian 

Indiana                 . .     

sr.aio.^oo 

aK1S17  (H> 

Illinois 

WiscoQirfn 

}3  aOU  h¥,}Q 

Minnesota 

25,6511  r^m 

Iowa 

Missouri 

V}  'Sit  ^NO 

Kanm^ 

]i  im  Hoo 

Nebraska 

l^,LMl,ft|0 

California 

24  J  88  im 

Oreiron 

J 1  a-JT  440 

Nevada 

]H4  {110 

CX>lorado 

Arizona 

3J1L4(X) 

Dakota •.  . 

^  in*2  rioo 

Idaho  

J ,  mi,  240 

Montana 

1.71K^H50 

New  Mexico 

1,171,350 

Utah 

Washington 

l,47><,!aTO 

Total' 

416,868,000 

87,886,188 

885,248,080 

The  average  supply  per  man  is  nearly  a  bushel  more  in  the 
present  period  than  for  the  preceding  decade.  The  decline  in  price 
has  been  neariy  20  per  cent.  The  average  rate  of  yield  is  very  nearly 
the  same,  and  difters  little  in  different  periods  of  several  years, 
though  fluctuating  annually  between  10  and  14  bushels  per  acre. 
The  value  per  acre  hasof  course  materially  declined,  from  $13  to  $10. 09 
per  adre.  There  is  no  increase  in  the  area  in  eight  years,  as  estimated, 
though  the  area  in  1884  rose  to  the  highest  point  during  the  period, 
and  fell  to  the  lowest  the  following  year.  The  comparison  is  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Yeare. 

Totalproduc- 

Total  area 
of  crop. 

Total  value  of 
crop. 

value  perjrield  per  value  per 
bushel.       acre.         acre. 

1880 

BuMhela. 

496,549,868 

888,280,090 

504,185,470 

421,066,160 

612,765,000 

857,112,000 

457,218,000 

456,829,000 

415,868,000 

37.  m}.  nr 

tr.r^iioso 

STJm:    194 

1«.   i-.  598 

jrj.  r;.v.«5 
:'.i         m 
r^..---  184 
37^:^11.788 
37,  ;iJf.u  188 

$474,201,860 
466,860,487 
444,608,125 
888,640,272 
880,862,260 
275,380,800 
814,886,020 
810,612,960 
885,248,080 

Cents. 
95.1 
119.8 
88.2 
91.0 
64.6 
77.1 
08.7 
68.1 
92.6 

Bushels. 
18.1 
10.2 
18.0 
11.6 
18.0 
10.4 
12.4 
18.1 
11.1 

$18.48 
12.18 

1881 

1882 

11  99 

1888 ^... 

10.52 

1884 

8  8S 

1885 

8.06 

1886 

8.54 

1887... 

6.25 

1888 

10.88 

Total 

4,006,896,588 

884,667,760 

8,375,608,884 

ArniiAl  avera^ 

445,154,848 
812,168,786 

87,185,807 
26,187,414 

875,007,067 
827,407,858 

84.8 
104.9 

18.0 
18.4 

10.09 

Annual  average  for  pre- 
ceding ten  years 

18.00 

OATS. 

There  appears  to  be  a  further  increase  of  the  area  of  oats,  amount- 
ing to  1,077,376  acres,  and  about  42,000,000  bushels  increase  in  the 
quantity  produced.  The  yield  per  acre  is  26  bushels,  against  25.4 
bushels  in  1887.  The  price  has  declined,  as  was  inevitable  in  a  year 
of  so  large  a  product  of  maize.  The  value,  however,  is  quite  well  sus- 
tained, bein^  27.8  cents  per  bushel  against  30.4  cents  per  bushel  in 
December  ot  1887.    The  estimates  by  States  are  as  follows: 


states  and  Territories. 

Bushels. 

Acres. 

Value. 

Maine 

2,666,000 

1,083,000 

8,596,000 

706,000 

174,000 

1,055,000 

40,570,000 

8,688,000 

85,^1,000 

450,000 

2,296,000 

8,108,000 

6,078,000 

8,773,000 

7,115.000 

509.000 

4,806,000 

4,096,000 

495,000 

18,596,000 

5,185,000 

11,106,000 

2,495,000 

8,454,000 

83.819,000 

26.668,000 

28,522,000 

187,400,000 

42,768,000 

48.540,000 

67,090,000 

84,909,000 

42,654,000 

26,177.000 

1,866,000 

5,441,000 

206.000 

l,6&i,000 

96.988 
84,066 

108.800 

25.000 

6,353 

89,811 

1,898.957 

140,218 

1,8S0,2» 

21,839 

118,976 

669,192 

660,667 

897,198 

618,687 

58,021 

417,880 

865,722 

41.284 

609,646 

285,278 

677,840 

145,051 

491.496 

1,068,475 

803,!)»0 

1.076,320 

8,838,000 

1,454,702 

1,517,076 

2,560.083 

1,885,281 

1,685,926 

1,014,006 

78,760 

209,278 

8,094 

60,740 

$1,142,060 

New  Hamptdiire 

464,620 

Vermont  ' 

1,449,760 

Kh4y1f«  U\^^^ 

817.250 
76,560 

Oonnecticut 

453.660 

New  York 

16.010,900 

New  Jersey 

1.827.660 

P**pnflylvania r  - , 

11.985.840 

Delaware 

157.600 

Mftryland 

757.660 

Virginia               

2.918.880 

Nopfh  Ofw\>"n«     

2;  796;  So 

8outh  Ciirolina t r 

2,075.150 

Georgia 

8.770,950 

Florida ^ 

305  800 

AliihaTna 

2,806,880 

MiMimippI                     

2, 018;  000 

liOuifdana 

228.750 

Texas      -,....               .                      .  r         .  r         ...,,,... 

4, 8^1400 

Arkanmff 

2,156,700 

Tennessee , .  t  -  -  - 

8996  880 

Wf«t  Virginia -  - 

898,200 

Kentucky 

2,780,880 

Ohio 

9,409.820 

Michigan 

8,000,400 

7,415.730 

niinoifl 

81,602,000 

Wisconsin 

11,975,040 

Minnesota 

11,320,400 

Iowa 

13,418.000 

MisBwuri 

8,378,160 

Kanoaa  . .  -  - ,     , 

9,383,880 

Nebraska 

4.973,680 

California 

1,119,600 

Oregon 

2,176,400 

Nevada  

129.780 

Colorado 

Arizona                                                                               • 

098,880 

Dakota    

84.218,000 

957,000 

1,780,000 

892,000 

986,000 

8,814,000 

98,000 

1,258,666 
ai,684 
61.384 
15,607 
35,590 
94.687 
8.888 

8.896,660 

Idaho 

834,950 

Montana 

606,900 

New  Mexico 

•  187,200 

Utah    

864,880 

Washington    .  . .            

1.150,900 

Wyoming ,.,,.--,......,..... 

83.480 

Total 

701,785,000 

26.996.282 

195, 424.  MO 
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The  enlargement  of  area  and  increase  of  product  have  been  very 
large  since  1880.  There  is  little  difference  in  rate  of  yield.  Price 
has  declined,  from  increase  of  production  both  of  com  and  oats. 
The  climate  is  not  well  suited  to  this  crop,  in  the  more  southern  lati- 
tudes, unless  grown  in  the  winter,  which  is  now  generally  the  case. 
This  grain  deteriorates  rapidly,  requiring  frequent  change  of  seed  to 
prevent  reduction  of  weight.  Yet  it  is  a  very  important  crop,  and 
its  cultivation  is  relatively  profitable. 

The  estimates  of  area,  yield,  and  value  are  as  follows: 


Tears. 


18S5 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888    

Total 

Annual  average 

Annual  average  for  pre- 
ceding ten  years 


Totltl  produc- 
tion. 


Bushels. 

417,885,880 

416,481,000 

48^,250,610 

571,802.400 

588,628,000 

629.40(),000 

6^1,1^000 

663,618,000 

701,785,000 


5,092,448.890 


566,827,043 
814,441,178 


Total  area 
of  crop. 


Acres. 

i6,i8r,arr 

16,831,600 
18,494,601 
20,324.962 
21,800,917 
22,783,680 
28,658,474 
25,920,906 
26,996,282 


Tot&I  value  of 
crop. 


Average 

value  per 

bushel. 


$1.10,  ^13, 566 
KiS.  ins,  TITO 
i>  '  ^a 
1  U 

1  70 

1  SO 

1  W 

2  90 
1  10 


192,501,430       1.686,888,111 
~2lT880^049 


11,076,822 


181,875,901 
111,075,288 


Cents. 
86.0 
46.4 
87.5 
88.0 
28.0 
88.5 
29.8 
80.4 
87.8 


32.1 
85.8 


Average 

yield  per 

acre. 


Bushels. 
86.8 
84.7 
26.4 
86.1 
87.4 
87.6 
26.4 
85.4 
86.0 


86.5 
88.4 


Average 

value  per 

acre. 


19.28 
11.48 
0.64 
9.27 
7.58 
7.88 
7.87 
7.74 
7.24 


8.50 
10.08 


RYE. 

This  country  uses  very  little  of  this  grain.  It  occupies  an  insig- 
nificant area,  and  does  not  incre^ase  in  proportion  to  population.  It 
is  used  mainly  by  people  of  German  descent,  and  to  a  limited  extent 
in  the  Eastern  States  in  combination  with  maize.  It  is  scarcely  grown 
in  the  South,  and  but  little  in  the  West  and  on  the  Pacific  coast.  It 
is  neitlier  exported  nor  imported  in  quantities  worth  mentioning.  In 
the  South  the  crop  is  somewhat  extensively  grown  for  winter  pas- 
ture, and  whatever  grain  is  harvested  is  largely  used  as  seed.  The 
annual  course  of  production  is  thus  indicated: 


Years. 

Total  pro- 
duction. 

Total  areo 
of  crop. 

Total  value 
of  crop. 

Average 

value  per 

bushS. 

Average 

yield  per 

acre. 

Average 

value  per 

acre. 

1880 

Bushels. 

24,540,H89 

20,7O4.a% 

20, 960,  (W 

28,058,N« 

28,  MO.  000 

21,736,000 

24,489,000 

20,633,000 

Acres. 

1,767,619 

1,780,100 

2,227,894 

2,814,754 

2,84^968 

2,129,801 

2,129,918 

2,058,447 

$18,564,660 
10,827,415 
18,480,194 
16,800,508 
14,857,040 
12,594,820 
18,181,380 
11,288,140 

Cents. 
76.6 
98.8 
61.5 
58.0 
62.0 
57.9 
58.8 
54.5 

Bushels. 
18.9 
11.6 
18.4 
12.1 
12.8 
10.2 
11.5 
10.1 

$10.50 

1881 

1882 

10.80 
8.28 

1888 

7.04 

1864 

6.84 

1885 

5.ge 

iSf» 

6.19 

1887 

5.49 

Total 

198,842,308 

16,755,996 

124,548,002 

Annual  average  for  pre- 
ceding ten  years 

24,855,800 
18,460,986 

2,094,500 
1,805,001 

15,668,500 
18,946,186 

62.6 
70.1 

11.9 
14.1 

7.43 
9.92 

BARLEY. 


Of  this  grain  less  is  grown  than  is  consumed.     It  has  increased 
materially  in  breadth  and  product,  and  still  the  imports  have  in- 


Digitized  by  Vjuuy  !.€ 


418 


REPORT   OF   THE   COMMISSIONER   OF   AGRICULTURE. 


creased  in  quite  as  large  proportion.  It  ffives  a  better  return  in 
value  i)er  acre  than  any  other  cereal.  As  in  l£e  case  of  nearly  all  farm 
products  its  value  per  bushel  has  declined  in  recent  years.  The  rate 
of  yield  varies  annually,  but  averages  nearly  twice  as  much  as 
wheat.  The  following  record  shows  the  annual  acreage,  product, 
and  value  of  barley: 


Tears. 

Total  produo- 
tion. 

Total    area 
of  crop. 

Total  value  of 
crop. 

Average 
value  per 

Average 

yieldper 

acre. 

Average 

value  per 

acre. 

1880 

BusheU. 
46,166.846 
41,161.880 
48,953,986 
60,186,007 
61,808,000 
68,860,000 
60,488,000 
66,818.000 
• 

Arr..^. 
l,'-n.;fi» 

i.tH^r.nio 
8,  -:■;.  108 

8.:Vij)00 
8,   'r^  S18 
8:-J.i/l60 
8,.-.-.'>67 
8,  i  :    J68 

$80,000,748 
8?1.'^-i  518 
J    T       )15 
%            188 
S            170 

1        m 

t           MO 

t«.7 

4^.r 

5S.5 
6L0 

Bushels. 
84.5 
80.0 
81.6 
81.1 
88.6 
81.4 
88.4 
10.6 

$16. 8S 
17  81 

1881     

1888 

'    18.54 

1888 

18.88 

1884 

11  41 

1885 

18.04 

1886 

18.00 

1887 

10.15 

Total 

481,810,600 

10.856,088 

848,008,450 

Annual  average 

68.668.460 
88.704,608 

8,410.880 
1,680,867 

81,011,688 
84,886,603 

58.0 
78.8 

51.8 
88.0 

18.88 

ceding  ton  years 

16.87 

The  importations  of  recent  years  are  as  follows: 


Years. 


Io70 
1871 
1878 
1878 
1874 
1876 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1870 
1880 
1681 


Biishel*. 


6,787,507 
4,866,700 
6,566,501 
4,844,751 
4,801,189 
6.865,068 
10,886.957 
6,708,066 
6,764,888 
6,780,070 
7,186,858 
0.688,610 


Taluo. 


$4,760,568 
8,678,810 
3,408,607  I 
8,068,061 
6,801.653  j 
6,807,788  I 
7,887,886 
5,000,3:26 
4,106,748 
6,408,680 
4,087,081 
6,608,185 


Years, 


1863 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

Total 

Annual  average 


Bushels. 

18,188,788 
10,050,687 
8,506,188 
0,086,507 
10,107,116 
10.856,604 
10,881,461 


160,880.108 


Value. 


$10,866,088 
7,787,064 
6,088.144 
6,688,008 
7,177,887 
6,178,806 
8,076,068 


118,106,068 


7,041,688 


6,068,051 


BUCKWHEAT. 


This  grain  has  the  smallest  area  of  all  the  cereals.  About  two-thirds 
of  the  crop  is  the  product  of  two  States,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
It  is  mostly  used  in  adjacent  cities.  It  is  only  grown  experimentally 
in  the  South,  and  in  an  extremely  limited  way  in  the  West. 

The  record  is  as  follows  : 


Years. 

Total    pro- 
duction. 

Total    area 
of  crop. 

Total  value 
of  crop. 

Average 

value  per 

bushel. 

Average 

yield  per 

acre. 

Average 

value  i^er 

acre. 

1880 

Bushels. 
14,617,535 

0,486.800 
11.010,868 

7,668,954 
11,116,000 
18,620,000 
11,809,000 
10,844.000 

Acres. 

888.808 
888,815 
847,118 
857.340 
879,408 
014.894 
017,915 
010,606 

$8,688,488 
8,305,7^ 
8,088,868 
6, 808.  OHO 
6.M9,(>30 
7,a"57,868 
6,165,120 
6,188,a» 

Cents. 
60.4 
86.5 
78.0 
92.2 
50.0 
56.9 
64.5 
66.5 

Bushels. 
17.7 
11.4 
18.1 
8.0 
12.6 
18.8 
18.9 
11.9 

$10.65 

1881 

0.00 

1H88 

0.48 

1888 

7.85 

1884 

7.45 

18a"j 

7. 78 

1886 

7.04 

1887 

G  78 

Total               .     .   . 

80.817.012 
^ll7i55T8W)' 
0,747,878 

6,078,806 
K^887 
661,104 

57.484,a\8 
77178,107' 
6,078,074 

"04^3~ 
71.6 

Animal  average 

Annual  average  for  pro- 

12.8 
17.7 

8.8a 
12.» 
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ALL  CEREALS. 

In  this  aggregate  are  included  only  the  six  cereals  reported  in  the 
preceding  pages.  Rice  has  not  hitherto  been  included  m  these  state- 
ments, and  will  be  separately  mentionel.  The  supply  for  the  pre- 
vious decade  averaged  42  bushels  per  head  of  population.  In  the 
period  since  1879  the  average  has  increased  to  48  bushels,  which  is 
about  three  times  the  per  capita  consumption  of  Europe.  It  is 
proper  to  say  that  roots  of  various  kinds  are  far  less  extensively  used 
here  than  in  Europe,  and  that  corn  enters  far  more  generally  into 
the  rations  of  feeding  animals  in  the  absence  of  turnips,  beets,  and 
other  vegetables.  This  is  the  result  of  climatic  differences.  It  is 
nevertheless  true  that  cereals  are  produced  here  in  unparalleled  abun- 
dance, and  are  fed  profusely,  even  wastef ully,  in  consequence.  The 
average  annual  value  of  all  cereals  has  increased  from  $987,857,142  to 
$1,284,477,973,  and  would  make  a  much  larger  figure  but  for  their 
reduction  in  price  per  bushel.  They  constitute  a  very  important 
part  of  the  produets  of  American  agriculture.  The  summary  aggre- 
gate of  these  six  cereals  is  as  follows: 


Calendar  years. 

Total  produc- 
tion. 

2,                 iOl 
2,                170 

a.            m 

2,                IH8 
2,                00 
8,                00 

2,MJ.:,i;.'.iO0 
2,^.iHi  r.r.iOO 

Total  area  of 
crope. 

Acres. 
120,926,286 
123,888,070 
126,568.689 
180,688,556 
186,202,766 
185,870,080 
141,850,656 
141,821,815 

Total  value 
of  crope. 

V 

]ggO     

$1,861,407,704 
1,470, 9^7, 200 
1,408,003,898 

1881 

1882 

1888    

1,280,785, 9«7 
1,184,811,580 
1.148.146,789 
1,102.161,910 
1,904,280.870 

1884 

1885 

1886  

1887 

Total 

21,024,291,655 

1,057,866,268 

10,275,828,788 

Ann^wl  A-verage 

2,703,086,457 
1,872,098,709 

182,170,7«J 
83,391,089 

1,  am,  477, 978 

Anniial  avf«ni^  for  precedin^f  ten  ye<>-r9, ,....,,...,, 

987,867,142 

POTATOES. 

The  season  of  1888  was  more  favorable  for  potatoes  than  any  since 
1884,  when  a  heavy  crop  was  produced.  Three  poor  years  have  been 
succeeded  by  a  fairly  good  season,  and  the  general  yield  per  acre, 
while  not  the  largest  known,  is  large  enough  to  efrectually  show 
that  neither  the  crop,  the  seed,  nor  the  soil  is  running  out  in  this 
country,  as  some  have  contended.  Local  droughts  and  other  un- 
favorable meteorological  conditions,  which  so  seriously  shortened 
the  crops  of  1886  and  1887, 'wrought  little  injury,  and  though  growth 
was  at  no  time  unusually  luxuriant  or  condition  very  high^  it  was 
remarkably  even  from  the  first  to  the  last  report,  with  a  resulting  me- 
dium yield  of  good  quality.  The  range  in  reported  condition  was  un- 
usually small.  Starting  in  with  95.7  m  July,  a  figure  lower  than  the 
average  at  that  date  for  a  series  of  years,  tne  decline  was  slight  and 
regular  each  month  till  October,  the  last  report,  when  it  stood  at 
8(3.8,  a  falling  off  of  about  nine  points  during  the  whole  season. 
The  loss  during  the  same  period  in  1887  was  three  times  as  large. 

The  July  repoii;  indicated  an  increase  in  the  acreage  of  nearly  5 
percent. ,  or  110,000  acres,  the  total  area  being  approximately  2,460,000 
acres.  This  increment  was  distributed  over  the  whole  country,  only 
two  States  failing  to  record  a  part  of  it.  It  was  heaviest  of  course 
in  the  newer  States  of  the  West,  where  population  is  rapidly  iticreas- 
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ing  from  emigration,  but  it  was  also  marked  in 'the  South  Atlantic 
and  Qulf  States  and  in  portions  of  the  Ohio  Valley,  The  returns 
of  yield  per  acre,  when  consolidated,  make  an  average  for  the  whole 
country  of  slightly  above  79  bushels,  indicating  a  crop  of  not  far 
from  196,000,000  bilshels.  The  acreage,  average  yield  per  acre,  and 
total  product  for  eight  years  past  are  thus  shown: 


Calendar  yean. 

Total  pro- 
duction. 

Total  area 
of  crop. 

of  crop. 

Average 

vahie  per 

bushel 

yield  ^r 
acre. 

Average 

value  of 

yield  per 

acre. 

1880 

BuMhf'U. 
167.  ».■«!,  570 
10rjjf:>,494 

17^l.l^r■J,508 
aos.  T<;.J.126 
IfliJ.r-i-.OOO 

levi^M.ooo 
la   :     wo 

Acres. 

1,842,610 

2,041,670 

2,171,886 

2,289,275 

2,220,980 

2,265,828 

2,287,188 

2,857,822 

t81,M2,214. 
99^^841 
96,804,844 
87,849,991 
75,524,290 
78,158,408 
78,441,940 
91,606,740 

CenU. 
48.8 
90.9 
55  7 
42.2 
89.0 
44.7 
46.7 
68.2 

BusheU. 
91.0 
88.5 
78.7 
91.0 
85.8 
77.2 
78.5 
56.9 

$44  00 

1881 

ll 

1882   

18^ 

88!  87 

1884 

8100 

1665 

84  49 

1686 

84.80 

1887 

88.82 

Total 

1,828,766,907 

17,476,i62 

687,134,768 

Annual  average 

Annual  average  for  pro- 
ceding  ten  years 

165,470,875 
182,887,175 

2,184,544 
1,514,045 

85,891,845 
74,668,771 

51.9 
56.2 

75.7 

87.7 

89.88 
49.81 

TOBACCO. 

The  tobacco  crop  of  1888  (which  has  not  yet  gone  to  market)  is 
larger  than  that  of  the  preceaing  one,  which  was  one  of  the  smallest 
grown  for  many  years.  The  October  average,  the  last  monthly  re- 
port of  condition,  was  86.7,  against  73.8  in  1887.  The  acreage  also 
was  larger,  from  the  stimulus  of  high  prices  caused  by  the  pre- 
vious concerted  effort  towards  reduction  generally,  and  especially  of 
the  Western  acreage.  There  was  a  reduction  in  condition,  as  re- 
ported in  October,  for  three  successive  years*  following  1884,  when 
the  average  was  90. 

The  record  of  eight  previous  years,  since  the  crop  reported  in  the 
National  Census,  of  area,  product,  and  value,  as  estimated,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 


Calendar  years. 

Total  pro- 
duction. 

Total  area 
of  crop. 

Total  value 
of  crop. 

Average 

value  per 

pound. 

Average 

yield  per 

acre. 

Average 

value  of 

yield  per 

acre. 

1880 

1881 

1883 

Pounds. 
460,000,000 
450,880,014 
518,  or?,  568 
451,545.641 
541,504,000 
562.786,000 
582,587,000 
886,240,000 

Acres. 
610,000 
646,289 
871,522 
688,789 
724,668 
762,620 
750,210 
698,620 

$89,100,000 
48,872,000 
48,180,961 
40,455,862 
44,160,151 
48,266,696 
89,468,218 
40,977,260 

Cents. 

8.5 
9.6 
8.4 
9.0 
8.2 
7.7 
7.4 
10.6 

Pounds. 
764.1 
697.7 
764.1 
706.9 
747.2 
747.8 
709.9 
645.2 

164,10 
^.11 
64.82 

IWft 

68.84 

IHM 

80.94 

188£> 

1886    

67.49 
&2.01 

1887 

68.45 

Total 

8,806,620,218 

5,8«.518 

888,968,589 

•  ceding  ten  years 

487,815,027 
464,900,000 

874,065 
829,944 

41,748,567 
80,770,600 

&6 
8.6 

722.9 
788.0 

61.94 
88.18 

HAY. 


The  hay  crop  of  1888  was  abundant  in  quantity  and  of  medium  qual- 
ity.   It  was  much  larger  than  that  of  1887.    The  yield  was  good  in  the 
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Atlantic  States,  except  that  in  some  counties  in  New  York  it  was 
reduced  by  drought,  and  in  parts  of  Virginia  it  was  injured  by  rains 
after  cutting.  In  Kentuckjr  and  Tennessee  the  crop  was  injured  bv 
drought.  Elsewhere  the  yield  was  medium  to  large.  In  the  South 
there  was  a  large  increase  of  area,  and  a  promise  of  rapid  enlarge- 
ment in  the  future.  There  is  a  decided  interest  in  stock  improve- 
ment in  this  section  which  has  formerly  given  less  attention  than 
other  parts  of  the  country  to  the  improvement  of  farm  animals. 
The  records  of  previous  years  are  as  follows: 


Calendar  yean. 

Total  pro- 
duction. 

Total  area 
of  crop. 

Total  vahie 
of  crop. 

Average 

value  per 

ton. 

Average 

yield    per 

acre. 

Average 

value    of 

yield  per 

acre. 

1880  

Ton*.. 
81,995,288 
85,136,061 
88,188,010 
46,864,000 
48.470.460 
44,781,550 
41,796,490 
41,454,408 

Acre*. 
25,868.955 
80,888,700 
82,839,585 
35,515,948 
88,571.598 
89,849,701 
86,501,688 
87,664,789 

$871,811,084 
415,181,866 
809,968,168 
883,884,461 
306,139,809 
889,762,8r8 
858,437,699 
418,440,288 

$11.66 
11.82 
9.70 
8.19 
8.17 
8.71 
8.46 
9.9r 

Tona. 
1.28 
1.14 
1.18 
1.32 
1.26 
1.12 
1.15 
1.10 

$14.88 

1881 

18.  S 

1888 

11.44 

1888 

10.81 

1884 

10.27 

1885 

9.78 

1886 

9.68 

1887 

10.98 

Total 

828,515.822 

277,196,909 

3,008,505,223 

41,0ftl,415 

84,649,489 

386,688,153 

9.41 

1.19 

11.16 

Annual  average  forpre- 
ceding  ton  years 

28,526,750 

23,142,841 

823,935,991 

11.86 

1.28 

14.00 

CROP  ESTIMATES  FOR  1887. 

Table  showing  theprodiLct  of  the  cereals,  potatoes,  tobacco,  hay,  and  cotton  of  the 
several  States  named,  the  yield  per  acre,  the  total  acreage,  the  average  pnce  in 
each  State,  and  the  value  of  each  crop  for  1887. 


states. 

Products. 

Quantity 

producedin 

1887. 

yieldT 
per  acre. 

Number  of 

acres  in 
each  crop. 

Value  per 

unit  of 

quantity. 

Total 
valuation. 

Maine 

Indian  com . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Bariey do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

1,132,000 
481,000 
30,000 

2,6&1,000 
289,000 
880,000 

4,436,000 

1,443,872 

35.2 
12.2 
12.3 

28.8 
21.3 

66 
1.1 

82,166 
89.460 
2,488 
98,205 
11,206 
21.132 
68.280 
1,812,611 

$0.68 
1.05 
.85 
.42 
.67 
.57 
.69 

11.14 

$760,760 

505,060 

25,500 

1,127,280 

160,130 

216,600 

3,060,840 

16,064,784 

1,680,451 

21,919,894 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do — 

Oats do.... 

Barley do. . . . 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

New  Hampshire  . . . 

1,328,000 

110,000 

34,000 

965,000 

86,000 

71,000 

1,216,000 

764,069 

84.3 
10.5 
10.7 
26.6 
22.0 
14.6 
42 
1.1 

38,578 

J0,48^ 
3,179 

83.749 
3.857 
4.880 

28,966 
686,617 

.69 
1.04 
.84 
.48 
.69 
.66 
.85 
10.50 

912,870 

114,400 

28,660 

414,960 

58,660 

39,760 

1,068,600 

7,917,725 

809,201 

10,520,615 

Indian  oom . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do — 

Rye do 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do    . . 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Vermont 

2.204,000 
820,000 
76,000 

2,786,000 
260.000 
283,000 

2,258,000 

1,262,225 

85.5 
15.0 
12.7 
25.4 
22.2 
15.7 
60 
1.2 

62,091 
21,861 
5,976 
107,728 
11,711 
18,041 
87,682 
1,043,621 

.68 
.06 
.69 
.40 
.66 
.65 
.71 
9.54 

1,408,720 

807,200 

52,440 

1.094,400 

169,000 

155,660 

1,608,180 

11,9461227 

1,306.046 

16,826,817 
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Table  Bhovoiiig  the  product  of  the  cereals,  potatoes,  tobacco,  hay,  etc. — Contmued. 


States. 

Products. 

Quantity 
producedin 

1187. 

per  acre. 

Number  of 

acres  in 

each  crop. 

Value  per 

unit  of 

quantity. 

Total 
valuation. 

Massachusetts 

Indian  corn . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

8,134,000 

16  000 

246,000 

708,000 

76,000 

rr,ooo 

8,860,000 

3,511,000 

770,708 

86.4 
14.8 
10.4 
88.4 
88.6 
14.8 
66 
1,426 
1.8 

69,997 

1060 

38,660 

84,768 

r^ 

85,608 

2,464 

048,262 

$0.70 
^.00 
.74 
.48 
.78 
.06 
.l»2 
17 

15!  80 

$1,486,800 

16,000 

181,800 

808.890 

64,760 

62,380 

8,102,000 

506,904 

12,177,098 

798,408 

17,029,496 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Rye do.... 

Oats do  ... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

.70 
.77 
.43 
.72 
.90 
16.75 

Rhode  Island 

414,000 
14,000 

186,000 
19.000 

681,000 

116.  SM 

88.0 
10.4 

12,046 
11345 
6,368 
840 
6,688 
106,356 

289,800 
10,780 
70,960 
18,080 

409,800 
1,941,191 

188,528 

66,140 

2,171 

89,381 

89,417 

688 

10,974 

82,178 

6,198 

574,649 

2,796,801 

Indian  com . .  .bushels . . 

Wheat do.... 

Bye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do. . . . 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

. „, 



Oonnecticut 

i,irrr,ooo 

87,000 

868,000 

1,088,000 

14,000 

117,000 

2.840,000 

9.178,000 

682,114 

84.0 
17.0 
18.0 
27.6 
81.9 
10.7 
78 
1,480 
1.1 

.67 
.90 
.09 
.48 
.68 
.04 
.90 
.143 
14,70 

1.384,590 

36,080 

248,570 

450,960 

9,620 

74,880 

8,114,100 

1,811,746 

9,892,070 

753,740 

14,861,071 

Indian  com. . . .  bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Total   . 

New  York 

23,410,000 

10,187,000 
8,583,000 

88,808,000 
6,738,000 
4  130,000 

28.3VT.0O0 
7,088,000 
6,818,900 

83.0 
15.2 
10.8 
88.6 
19.8 
13.0 
60 
1,820 
1.16 

709,406 
006,883 
284,506 

1,418,088 

340. 0« 

317,663 

353,433 

5,775 

6,050,913 

i 
.57  1  ftl3.313.700 

:?? 

.87 
.68 
.53 
.62 
.115 
10.76 

8,318,840 
1,646,180 

18,886,960 
4,5it»,440 
8,188,900 

14,462,740 
876,646 

09,611,864 

9.100,696 

120,206,819 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

R3re do 

Oats do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 



New  Jersey 

10,406,000 
1,460,000 

994,000 
8,821,000 

486.000 
8,7»7,000 

616,980 

80.0           840,806 
10.2            148,083 

9.6            108,518 
88.8            138,880 
11.8    1         36,084 
07                 41,801 

1.86          498,691 

.66 

.87 
.58 
.86 
.50 
.73 
12.64 

6,788,800 
1,269,830 

676,590 
1,169,600 

851,340 
2,019,910 
7,798,741 

1,308,273 

18,798,701 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Total 



,. ,.    . 

PenMylvania 

44,905,000 
18,785,000 

8,429,000 

83,981,000 

485,000 

8,866,000 
10,676,000 
40,818,000 

8,4«,878 

82.2 

9.7 

8.7 

85.6 

17.8 

11.9 

66 

1.480 

1.85 

1,394,561 

1,481,161 

894,186 

1,880,884 

87.888 

874,446 

194,106 

88,181 

8,738,898 

.50 
.81 
..56 
.85 
.68 
.56 
.70 
.15 
11.31 

22,452,500 

11,166,860 
1,920,240 

11,872,860 
329,800 
1,828,900 
7,473,900 
6,081,955 

88,718,694 

7,809,273 

101  7R7.&19 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do — 

Oats do.... 

Potatoes do 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

„  _ _  . 

, 

' 

Delaware 

4,888,000 
989,000 
6,000 
468,000 
868,000 
86,880 

80.0 
9.8 
7.0 
81.8 
07 
1.8 

810,695 
94,790 
887 
81,088 
4,884 
66,688 

.43        1.802.700 

.81 
.56 
.33 
.53 
12.00 

780,860 
3.300 
151,140 
149,990 
801,810 

896,778 

3.749,450 

1 

-T 
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states. 

Products. 

QuanUtr 
producedin 

per  acre. 

Number  of 

acres  in 
each  crop. 

Value  per 

unit  of 

quantity. 

Tbtal 
valuation. 

^^lAiTland 

Indiaa  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do — 

Oats do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

19,415,000 

6,7»r,O00 

966,000 

8,488,000 

181,000 

1,888,000 

96,808,000 

404;  900 

87.0 
10.8 
8.7 
80.7 
18.0 
08 
688 
1.25 

719,078 

508,880 
80.443 

117,798 
10,894 
80.994 
41.097 

828.926 

.55 
.83 
.54 
.56 
.066 
11.45 

8,786,750 

4,811,510 

146,780 

804,640 

70,740 

787.650 

1,403,148 

4.080,174 

1.837.000 

21,300,202 

Indian  com . . .  bushels . . 
Wheat do... 

gjgi::::::::::::^:::: 

Barley do — 

Buckwheat do — 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds.. 

Hay tons.. 

Cotton pounds. . 

Total 

. . .. 

VlrsinlA 

8r,(WVfW0 
■i.^iJ  WO 

;v[7.')00 
ll.e^v.  i»0 

'^i.iWO 

[-■^.iWO 

hvM..WO 

TO,  I'w.iJOO 

V\\  iI88 

r,  iM ,  m 

17.5 
7.6 
6.5 

17.0 

17.0 
8.6 

58 
000 

1.80 
184 

9,158,180 
085,888 
51,840 
008,005 

i;i74 

88,083 
35.741 
132,340 
808,819 
40,884 

.47 
.81 
.55 

.35 
.78 
.60 
.61 
.08 
10.24 
.086 

17,709,000 
3,913,920 

185,860 

8,888,860 

14,000 

118,800 
1,155,840 
0,862.006 
4,450,949 

088,201 

4.088,818 

88,482,678 

Indian  com . . .  bushels . . 

Wheat do.... 

Kye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Cotton pounds.. 

Total 

.. 

, 

' 

North  Carolina 

85,880,000 

5,094,000 

895,000 

8,604,000 

8,000 

57,000 

1,114,000 

89,186,000 

159,750 

801,047,260 

18.4 
7.1 
5.8 

13.0 

10.5 
8.0 

63 
485 

1.15 
191 

8,078,910 

717;  44i 

08,173 

054,110 

287 

7,088 

81,487 

60.113 

188.918 

1,006,801 

.59 
.88 
.80 
.44 
.75 
.60 
.60 
.10 
10.57 
.087 

81,180,700 

4,488,780 

816,000 

3,741,760 

2,250 

84,800 

667,200 

2,915,481 

1,688,558 

17,752,112 

6,407,770 

l,601,a88 

198,637 

8.451 

897.198 

4,148 

30,000 

1.028,185 

52,730,041 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye  do.... 

OaU do... 

Potatoes do 

Hay tons.. 

Cotton pounds.. 

Total 

10.0 
6.4 
5.8 

11.6 

51 

1.18 
172 

.62 
.99 
.90 
.69 
.95 
11.75 
.087 

South  Carolina 

15,018,000 

1,288,000 

45,000 

4,007,000 

818,000 

85.400 

879,810,740 

9,808,000 

1,220,670 

40.500 

8,718,180 

201,400 

415,950 

24,S43,NS4 

8,755,941 

SS.SMH.a-M 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

OaU do.... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do  ... 

Hay tons.. 

Cotton pounds. . 

Total 

88,007,000 

8,688,000 

188,000 

7,044.000 

19.000 

480,000 

47.680 

458, 741. 594 

11.0 
6.6 
5.0 

11.6 

12.4 

52 

1.8 
154 

"  ■  J.1*.'1L' 

Qeorgia 

8,915,140 

388,094 

87,087 

612,561 

1,631 

9,865 

89,600 

8,911,480 

.68 
.95 
.90 
.58 
.77 
.90 
14.02 
.087 

90,202.210 

2,895,900 

1*1.200 

4,085,520 

14,630 

437,400 

708,998 

89,888,518 

0,920,394 

454,800 

58,490 

8,190 

862,010 

07.&'57.371 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

OaU do... 

Potatoes do.... 

Cotton pounds.. 

^......  .....|.. 

.71 

.60 

1.00 

.080 

Florida 

4,816,000 

761.000 

188,000 

21,871,896 

10.6 
14.5 
00 
81 

3, 410,  .360 
456.  (iOO 

i;«,ooo 

1,^29,383 

Total 



771,014 

6,837,843 

18,101.880 

1,278,900 

31.850 

2,602,940 

508,230 

684,778 

35,881,402 

Alabama 

Indian  com      bushels    1  m  ass  nnn  i       is  a 

207,115 

6,868 

422,101 

9,541 

40.800 

2,809,599 

.64 
.98 
.95 
.68 
.91 
14.40 
.086 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do... 

OaU do.... 

PoUtoes do 

Hay tons.. 

Cotton pounds.. 

Total 

1,805,000            6.8 

88,000  '          5.2 

4,643,000  1        11.0 

553,000  ,        58 

47,564            1.18 

417,885.600        149 

5,959,845 

59,174.480 
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states. 


Products. 


QuantitT 

producedin 

1887. 


Average 

yield 
per  acre. 


Number  of 

acres  in 
each  crop. 


Value  per 
unit  of 
quantity. 


Total 
valuatioo. 


Mississippi . 


Louisiana. 


Texas. 


Arkansas 


Tennessee. 


West  Virginia. 


Kentucky  . 


Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do — 

Oats do.... 

Potatoes do — 

Hay tons.. 

Cotton pounds. . 


82,688,000 

818,000 

8.000 

4.410,000 

476,000 

62,900 

610,142,660 


17.8 
7.6 
6.6 

12.8 

66 

1.4 
900 


1,886,819 

41,770 

1,290 

868,661 

8,642 

87,800 

8,648,674 


|0. 


.68 
.96 
.90 
.67 
.87 
11.88 
.086 


17,296,490 

297,860 

7,200 

2,618,700 

418.260 

602. 280 

48,872,260 


Total. 


4,882,976 


66,001,480 


Indian  com. .  .bushels. 

Rye do... 

Oats do... 

Potatoes do... 

Hay tons. 

Cotton pounds. 


18,022,000 

7,000 

496,000 

881,000 

77,364 

913,227,804 


18.0 
6.6 

18.6 

65 
1.4 


1,001,226 

1,276 

86,861 

6,900 

66,260 

1,066,864 


.61 
.86 
.68 

.91 
9.70 

.0661 


9,191,220 

6,960 

268,940 

846,710 

750,481 

20.917,^1 


Total. 


2,168,406 


81,475,842 


Indian  com. ..bushels 

Wheat do 

Rye do 

Oats do.... 

Barley do 

Potatoes do 

Hay tons.. 

Cotton pounds. 


76,490,000 

5,460,000 

68,000 

12,198,000 

107,000 

687,000 

171,640 

801,670.286 


17.0 
10.0 

8.7 
21.0 
18.0 
64 

1.8 


4,490,406 

544,977 

6,098 

680,614 

8,288 

10.862 

182,061 

8,900,827 


.61 
.80 
.70 
.87 
.56 
.92 
10.00 
.068 


80.009,900 

4,860,000 

87,100 

4,611.410 

69,990 

640,040 

1,716,400 

66,680,884 


Total. 


9,742,647 


116,765.104 


Indian  com . . .  bushels. 

Wheat do... 

Rye do... 

Oats do... 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 

Cotton pounds. 


41,867,000 

2,290,000 

80,000 

4,710,000 

758,000 

1,228,000 

67,888 

299,960,128 


20.0 
9.9 
8.6 
17.6 
60 
520 

1.8 
216 


2,068,849 

281,867 

4,662 

269,125 

12.688 

2,861 

44,106 

1,888,668 


.60 
.82 
.80 
.40 
.70 
.16 
9.76 
.066 


90,668,600 

1,877,800 

81.900 

1,884,000 

680,000 

196,485 

669,046 

26.496,761 


Total. 


4,021,176 


51,268,842 


Indian  com. .  .bushels. 

Wheat do... 

Rye do... 

Oats do... 

Barley do... 

Buckwheat do. . . 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 

Cotton pounds. 


75,204,000 

9,696,000 

212,000 

9,225,000 

30,000 

41,000 

1,966,000 

26,254,000 

812,604 

156,166,640 


Total. 


Indian  com  . .  .bushels. 

Wheat do... 

Rye do... 

Oats do... 

Barley do... 

Buckwheat do. . . 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 


12,616,000 

2,&10,000 

116,000 

2,581,000 

18,000 

296,000 

1,422,000 

2,216,000 

428,609 


Total. 


Indian  com.  .  bushels. 

Wheat do... 

Rye do... 

Oats do... 

Barley do... 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 


67,840,000 

11,118,000 

880,000 

8,847,000 

247,000 

2.297,000 

115,896,000 

874,695 


Total. 


21.6 
8.0 
5.7 
14.8 
12.3 
7.4 
50 
576 

1.18 
181 


8,497,848 

1,199,400 

87,221 

645,066 

8,174 

5,515 

89,826 

45,650 

264,910 

866,799 


.60 
.77 
.71 
.88 
.67 
.60 
.66 
.106 
10.40 
.066 


87,602,000 

7,888,160 

160,690 

8,506,500 

22,280 

24,600 

1,207,600 

2.766,688 

8,260,978 

18,188,806 


6,608,988 


69.186,506 


19.0 
9.4 
6.8 

17.8 

32.S 
7.5 

51 
660 
1.1 


668,755 

802,177 

18,468 

142,207 

564 

80,71M 

27,885 

8,966 

880,664 


1.683,812 


18.8 
10.2 

9.4 
18.0 
18.8 
46 
690 

1.16 


8,160,666 
1,069,498 
91,460 
491,496 
18,500 
51,061 
196,484 


6.419,044 


.54 
.78 


.55 
.64 

.77 

.127 

9.80 


6,758,610 

2,156,400 

60.600 

866,860 

7,150 

190,  TM 

1,094.940 

281,496 

8,965.184 


15,431,927 


.78 
.60 
.84 
.52 
.88 
.12 
12.00 


80,665,200 
8,112,490 
516.000 
8, 007,960 
126,440 
1,906,510 
13,907,527 
4,496,340 


62,780.487 
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States. 

Producta 

Quantity 

pnoduoedin 

1887. 

per  acre. 

Number  of 

acres  in 
each  crop. 

Value  per 

unit  of 
quantity. 

Total 
valuation. 

Ohio 

Indian  com . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

Oats do  ... 

Barley do.,.. 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds  . 

Hay. tons.. 

Total 

78,797,000 

86,895,000 

651,000 

80,088,000 

681,000 

107,000 

4,707,000 

19,»«),000 

8,088,764 

26.8 
18.1 
12.4 
80.0 
20.6 

9.7 
80 
€16 

1.2 

2,806,961 
2,740,087 

68,470 
1,008,278 

28,884 

11,079 
166,904 

81,284 
2,678,9r0 

$0.48 
.75 
.58 
.82 
.68 
.68 
-91 
.09 

10.25 

$85,482,560 

26,921.250 

87?,  580 

9,681,860 

805,080 

72,760 

4,288,870 

1,781,560 

81,659,881 

9,408,867 

110,496,860 

Indian  com . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do,... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do. . . . 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Mlr>hY^n 

18,980,000 

21,678,000 

288,000 

22,644,000 

864,000 

804,000 

4,486,000 

1,790,205 

22.6 
18.8 
12.8 
29.6 
19.5 
12.8 
80 
1.8 

841,816 

1,629,487 

22,994 

766,000 

44,806 

88,078 

149,499 

1,488,504 

.48 
.74 
.55 
.82 
.69 
.67 
.72 
10.80 

9,086,400 

16,087,280 

155,650 

7,216,080 

506,160 

268,960 

8,289,200 

18,578,214 

4,918,150 

66,102,964 

Indian  com . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

71,400,000 

87,828,000 

499,000 

27,948,000 

866,000 

68,000 

8,160,000 

8,718,000 

2,601,600 

20.0 
18.5 
11.8 
27.0 
18.0 
8.2 
83 
440 
1.1 

8,669,994 

2,802,063 

42  268 

1,084,928 

19,698 

8,812 

96,084 

8,450 

8,866.000 

.45 
.72 
.54 
.29 
.66 
.67 
.96 
.05 
10.47 

82,180,000r 

27,286,160 

269,460 

8,103,470 

230,750 

45,660 

8,010,560 

186,900 

27,184,068 

9,987,767 

06,845,902 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay ..tons.. 

Total 

Illinois 

141,080,000 

86,861,000 

2,296,000 

108,866,000 

728,000 

61,000 

4,643,000 

1,494,000 

2,724,879 

19.2 

16.2 

12.0 

29.6 

17.5 

9.8 

88 

450 

.8 

7,847,915 

2,425,092 

191,880 

8,690,885 

41,887 

6,220 

140,601 

8,820 

8,406,090 

.41 
.70 
.49 
.27 
.66 
.63 
.90 
.10 
10.29 

67,842,800 

26,802,700 

1,126,040 

29,898,820 

807,660 

82,180 

4,178,700 

149,400 

28,089,005 

17,261,889 

146,961.816 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do  ... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. . 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Wisconsin 

25,776,000 
18,068,000 

2,212,000 
84,855,000 

6,065,000 
267,000 

8,256,000 
11,271,000 

1,899,849 

25.8 
10.8 
12.2 
24.2 
18.5 
8.6 
75 
1,020 
.8 

1,018,778 

1,268,208 

181,808 

1,440,299 

827,280 

80,269 

110, 0&4 

11,060 

1,749,811 

.42 
.64 
.48 
.28 
.58 
.67 
.76 
.11 
10.80 

10,825,600 
8,860,820 
1,061,760 
9,759,400 
8,209,150 
146,490 
6,273,800 
1,289,810 

14,418,445 

6,187,066 

65,894,075 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

M^nnMintA 

18,081,000 

86,299,000 

162,000 

40,686.000 

7,808,000 

68,000 

4,961,000 

698,280 

29.8 
11.6 
10.0 
80.0 
19.8 

9.8 
T7 

1.2 

606,756 

8,129,208 

16,200 

1,854,582 

878,629 

6,709 

64,424 

494,400 

.87 
.59 
.46 
.26 
.46 
.66 
.66 
6.04 

6,689,970 
21,416,410 
74,520 
10,565,860 
8,861,680 
89,160 
2,r?8.160 
8,683.411 

6,049,868 

48,496,661 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do  ... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay  tons.. 

Total 

Iowa 

188,602,000 

26,887,000 

1,881,000 

74.882.000 

4.888,000 

241,000 

7,949,000 

8,060,888 

25.5 
10.0 
12.7 
80.5 
19.0 
9.7 
65 
.86 

7,196,148 
2,683,676 

108,786 
2,488,746 

280,946 
24,864 

144,628 
8,600,396 

.86 
.61 
.44 
.24 
.44 
.67 
.62 
7.86 

64,225,700 

16,870,570 

607,040 

17,851.680 

1,990,720 

161,470 

4,928,880 

82,5$M,068 

16,428,027 

128,600,248 
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Table  ahounng  the  product  of  the  cereals^  potatoes,  tobacco y  hay,  etc, — Continued. 


Stat^w. 

Products. 

producedhi 

im. 

Average 

yield 
per  acre. 

Number  of 

acres  In 
each  crop. 

Value  per 

unit  of 
quantity. 

Total 
valuation. 

Missouri 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwhejit do 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacoo pounds. . 

Hay  tons.. 

Total 

140,  MO,  000 

27,744.000 

587,000 

89,706.000 

^    160,000 

^     00,000 

5  060,000 

6,421,000 

1,707,160 

82.0 
16.2 
11.8 
20.8 
18.2 
0.0 
60 
600 
1.2 

6,406.786 

l,n8,608 

47,561 

1,888,110 

8.796 

7,214 

88,888 

•  12,842 

1,472. 6« 

$0.87 
.62 
.45 
.26 
.50 
.08 
.63 
.10 
8.21 

$52,161,180 

17.201.280 

241,650 

10,846,180 

80,000 

46,990 

8,118,600 

642,100 

14.508.302 

11,110.867 

08.886,162 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats   do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat    do.... 

Potatoes do 

Hay  tons.. 

Total 

14.6 
O.C 
9.5 

20.6 

20.6 
0.8 

50 
1.1 

Kansas. ,...., 

• 

76,M7.00d 

7.607,000 

067,000 

40,041,000 

601,000 

81,000 

0,427,000 

1,481,040 

6,242.079 

792,801 

101,760 

1,606,201 

20,801 

2.142 

106,084 

1.346.400 

.37 
.61 
.44 
.20 
.48 
.66 
.70 
5.80 

28,822.300 

4,640,270 

425,480 

11,611.800 

258,480 

13,650 

4,406,000 

8,600,082 

0.120.101 

68,861,042 

Indian  com . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Nebraska 

08.160.000 

16,586,000 

801.000 

26.866,000 

8,076,000 

81,000 

4.486,000 

1,200,600 

24.1 
10.1 
10.8 
27.6 
17.7 

0.8 
70 

1.2 

8,865.168 

1,642,127 

82,480 

022,860 

178,800 

8,668 

68,871 

1,008,000 

.30 
.58 
.86 
.21 
.87 
.61 
.68 
4.28 

27,945,000 

8.700,060 
311,850 
6,826,650 
1.188,120 
20,740 
2,672.880 
5,116,608 

1 

7,760,072 

61,221,806 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do  ... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Oalifomia 

4,708,000 

80,420,000 

280.000 

2,106,000 
16,201,000 

6,070,000 

1,600,268 

80.0 
11.0 

0.6 
26.8 
20.5 
80 

1.8 

166,762 
2,766,286 
80,400 
81,066 
704,006 
68,378 
1,160,075 

.61 
.74 
.80 
.58 
.62 
.57 
11.50 

2,868.830 

22,517,460 

281,200 

1.278.680 

8.471.820 

2.8H0.000 

17.356,5© 

5,064,890 

55.606,972 

Indian  com. .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total  ... 

1«,000 

16,100.000 

20.000 

6,547,000 

761,000 

11,000 

1,068,000 

665,088 

27.8 
17.6 
14.5 
27.8 
21.2 
14.2 
77 
1.4 

6,678 

020,026 

1,870 

208,188 

85,800 

774 

18,748 

468,568 

.64 
.68 
.75 
.40 
.45 
.56 
.52 
11.00 

116,480 

10,948,000 

15,000 

2,218.800 

342.450 

6.060 

560.100 

7.215.808 

1,650,231 

868 
5,570 
7,868 
28.2r2 
4,788 
108,060 

21.412,808 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do... 

OaU do.... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

^' '   ,' 

Nevada 

21.000 
lllrOOO 
.    106,000 
624,000 
621,000 
260,065 

27.8 
10.0 
24.0 
22.5 
110 
1.3 

.62 

.80 
.50 
.65 
.78 
0.75 

14.880 

88.800 

08,000 

840,000 

406.880 

2,446,009 

286.346 

8,805,569 

Indian  com  ...bushels.. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

. 

—  -.- 



Ck>lorado 

068,000 
2,614,000 
28,000 
1.660,000 
176.000 
867.000 
170,400 

80.0 
21.0 
14.2 
81.0 
26.6 
106 
1.2 

81.267 

J.  WW 

60.617 

6.876 

8.258 

140,600 

.68 
.75 
.78 
.45 
.62 
.66 
10.75 

590,040 

1,885.600 

21.840 

706,050 

100,100 

486.620 

1.988,660 

868,193 

6,7^7.520 
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Table  ahowing  the  product  of  the  cereaU,  potatoes,  tobacco,  hay,  ete — Oontinued. 


states. 

Products. 

Quantity 

produced  in 

1887. 

Average 
per  acre. 

Number  of 

acres  in 
each  crop. 

Value  per 
unit  of 

Total 
valuation. 

Arlacona      -  -  - 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels . . 

Wheat do.... 

Barley do... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

60,000 
308,000 
469,000 
68,000 
41,760 

19.0 
18.6 
90.0 
48 
1.8 

8.111 
99,450 
»,600 

1,418 
89,180 

$0.65 
.88 
.00 
.69 

11.00 

*B8,860 
948,400 
971,900 
86,860 
460,460 

81,704 

1,069,889 

Indian  com . .  .bushels . . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Dakota 

90,099,000 

69,406,000 

218,000 

87,266,000 

4,'154,000 

68,000 

6,900,000 

007,750 

88. 0 
14.8 
18.0 
81.4 
18.3 
14.5 
105 
1.8 

686,190 

8,664,787 

16,750 

1,186,800 

wr,ooo 

4,350 
40,008 
407,500 

.86 
.69 
.43 
.96 
.40 
.67 
.48 
4.06 

7,847,900 
87,851,180 

98  740 
9,816,600 
1,661,000 

86,910 
9,989,870 
9,407,466 

6,969,866 

60,418,406 

Indian oom  ..  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

OaU do.... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do  ... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Idaho 

56,000 

1,190,000 

1,096,000 

408,000 

400.000 

160,406 

98.9 
17.6 
80.0 

98.7 
109 
1.9 

1,089 
64,015 
86,500 
14,211 

4,506 
141,944 

.60 
.77 
.45 
.50 
.86 
6.50 

83,600 
869,400 
492,750 
804,000 
165,600 
1,101,706 

969,478 

2,860,005 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

. . .. 

Montana         

25,000 

1,760,000 

1.866,000 

78,000 

491,000 

986.000 

97.6 

18.0 
81.0 

ja.6 
no 

1.8 

908 
97,786 
00,180 
8,458 
4,466 
181,545 

.60 
.76 
.45 
.56 
,64 
18.50 

15,000 

1,887,600 

889,700 

48,680 

814,940 

8,186,199 

848,^18 

6,780,849 

Indian  com . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

OaU do.... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay  tons.. 

Total 

NewKezlco 

070,000 
1,221,000 

869,000 
69,000 
74,000 
80,819 

19.0 
15.0 
23.5 
18.4 
71 
1.9 

61,066 
81,379 
15,389 
3,309 
1,050 
89,760 

.72 
.00 
.46 
.58 
.50 
10.95 

696,400 
1,098,900 

166,590 
35.960 
87,000 

409,948 

l&i,990 

9  439  728 

Indiail  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do  ... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do. . . . 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Utah 

986,000 

1,971,000 

19,000 

786,000 

660.000 
1,088,000 

194,768 

91.6 
19.0 

8.3 
26.5 
99.9 
90 

1.9 

13,197 
108,788 
2,287 
29,668 
99,760 
12,084 
168,809 

.75 
.61 
.47 
.48 
.68 
.80 
6.90 

213,750 

1,202,810 

8,980 

387,980 

389,800 

391,680 

1,343,858 

853,016 

3,881,308 

Indian  com  . .  .bushels. . 

Wheat .....do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

Washln^n 

74,000 

8,&16,000 

18,000 

8,860,000 

777,000 

1,218,000 

287,684 

21.9 
18.0 
12.4 
87.0 
25.0 
107 
1.3 

8,875 

468,610 

1,464 

91,015 

81.089 

11,381 

881,257 

.07 
.67 
.76 
.44 
.49 
.45 
9.60 

40,580 

6,501,150 

18,680 

1,489,860 

880,780 

548,100 

9,761,986 

893.911 

10,896,886 

OaU do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Hay tons.. 

Total 

80.1 
100 
1.96 

WyomfPK 

88,000 
138,000 
146,094 

9,991 

1,839 

116,875 

.46 

.68 

9.60 

80.600 

77,140 

1,887,898 

191,128 

1,504,688 
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Summary  for  eachStatCy  showing  the  product  j  area,  and  value  of  each  crop  for  1887. 


states  and  Territoriee. 


MalDO 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . 
Rhode  Island  . . . 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania . . . 

Delaware 

Marj'land 

Vir^ia 

North  Carolina  . 
South  Carolina  . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Aricansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia... 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho  

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Utah  

Washington 

Total 


States  and  Territories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire  . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts  . . . 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina  . . 
South  Carolina. . . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia. . . . 


Com. 


Bushels.  Acres. 


30, 


1S2,000 

aa.ooo  I 

204.000  I 
124,000 

414,000 

9?r,ooo 

410,000 
106,000 
v^J6,000 
:l42,000 

15,000 
-90,000 
^»,000 
■13,000 

■47,000 
^10,000 
:'«,000 
^38,000 
irSi,  000 
490,000 
807,000 
204,000 
51C.000 
8^0,000 
797,000 
'^,000 

W.OOO 
•30,000 

:r5,ooo 

I'il.OOO 
02.000 

!  119, 000 
47,000 

J50,000 

;08,ooo 

j32,000 
24,000 

988,000 
59,000 

992,000 
50,000 
25,000 

970,000 

285,000 
74,000 


1,466,161.000    72,892,720 


32.165 

88,578 

62,091 

59,997 

12,946 

58,140 

709,406 

"16,888 

1    :*J,661 

-'16,596 

719,078 

^V153,196 

i^.<r3,910 

I. -01, 828 

^:.^45,140 

;54,d06 

i:.  J  34, 827 

l.v^,819 

T<  01,226 

r.  j99,406 

:j^'«8,849 

u,ji)7,848 

658,755 

8,160.668 

2,805,1161 

841,816 

3,569,094 

7,847,915 

1,018,778 

606,756 

7, 196, 148 

6,406,785 

5,242,979 

8,865,158 

156.752 

6,673 

868 

31,267 

3,111 

636,120 

1,989 

906 

51,056 

18,197 

8,875 


Value. 


1769,780 

912,870 

1.498,730 

1,486,800 

289,800 

1,824,590 

18,848,700 

5,728,800 

22,462,500 

1,882,760 

8,786,750 

17,709,600 

21,189,700 

9,808,000 

20,202,210 

3,419,360 

18,101,880 

17,29f>,490 

9,191.2C0 

39,009,900 

20.688.500 

87,602.000 

6, 758,  WO 

30.65.0.200 

85, 422,  .'500 

9,086,400 

82,130.000 

57,ftl2,800 

10,823,600 

6,689,970 

61,225,700 

52,151,130 

28,822,890 

27,945,000 

2,868,880 

116,480 

14,880 

590,940 

88,850 

7,347,200 

88,600 

15,000 

698,400 

218,750 

49,580 


Wheat. 


Bushels. 


481,000 

110,000 

820,000 

16,000 


87,000 
10,187,000 
1.459,000 
18,785,000 
929,000 
5,797,000 
4,832.000 
5,094,000 
1,288,000 
2,522,000 


1,805,000 
318.000 


Acres. 


39,460 

10,485 

21,851 

1,080 


2,171 
666,883 
148,083 
1,421,151 
94,790 
662,886 
685,888 
717,442 
192,637 
882,094 


207,115 
41,770 


646,106,770 


Rye. 


Bushels. 


90,000 
84,000 
76,000 

246,000 
14,000 

853,000 
2,588,000 

994,000 

8,429,000 

6,000 

265,000 

887,000 

805,000 
45,000 

188,000 


83,000 
8,000 
7,000 
68,000 
89,000 
212,000 
116,000 


Acres. 


2,488 

8,179 

5,976 

28,660 

1,845 

29,381 

284,506 

106,618 

894,185 

857 

80,443 

61,840 

68,178 

8,461 

27,627 


6,802 
1,220 
1,275 
6,096 
4,582 
87,221 
18,4fi8 


Value. 


$25,500 

28,660 

62,440 

181,800 

10,780 

248,570 

1,545,180 

676,520 

1,920,240 

3,860 

145,750 

185,850 

816,000 

40,500 

124,200 


81,850 
7,200 
5,950 

87,100 

31,200 
150,620 

69,600 


.5,450.000 

2,290,000 

9.595.000 

2,840,000 

11,113,000 

a-),  805, 000 

21,672,000 

37,828,000 

86.861,000 

13,068,000 

86,299,000 

26.887,000 

27,744.000 

7,607,000 

16,585,000 

30.429,000 

16,100,000 

111,000 

2,514,000 

808,000 

52,406,000 

1,120.000 

1,760,000 

1,221,000 

1,971,000 

8,345,000 


456,829,000 


544,977 

231,  a57 
1,199,400 

302,177 
1,089.498 
2,740,087 
1.629,407 
2,802,088 
2,425,092 
1,268,208 
8.129,206 
2,683,676 
1,712.608 

792.394 
1,642,127 
2,766,235 

920,026 
5,670 

119,709 
22.450 
8,664,737 
64,015 
97,786 
81,872 

108,788 

468,610 


87,641,783 


Oats. 


Value. 


$5(«,060 

114,400 

80r,200 

16,000 


86,630 
8,312,840 
1,269.830 
11,165,850 
780.800 
4,811,510 
3,918,9930 
4,482,720 
1.220,670 
2,395,900 


1,278.900 
297,350 


4,860,000 

1,877.800 

7, 388,  150 

2,158,400 

8,112.490 

26. 921.  250 

16,037,280  , 

27, 286. 160 

2^802,700 

8,860.^0 

21,416,410 

16,870,570 

17,201,280 

4,640,270 

8,790,050 

22,517,460 

10,948.000 

i'8,800 

1,885,500 

248,460 

27,251,120 

862,400 

1,387,600 

1,098,900 

1,202.810 

6,591,150 


810,612,960 


Bushels.         Acres.  Value. 


2,684,000 

905,000 

2,736,000 

708,000 

165,000 

1,088,000 

83,206,000 

8,221,000 

88,921,000 

458,000 

2,488,000 

11,095,000 

8,504,000 

4,607,000 

7,044,000 

761,000 

4,648,000 

4,410,000 

496,000 

12,198,000 

4,710,000 

9,225,000 

2,681,000 


98,205 

88,749 
107,723 

24,752 
6,868 

89,417 

1,418,068 

188,880 

1,880,284 

21,623 
117,796 
652,665 
654,116 
897,196 
612,661 

52,496 
422,101 
856,561 

86,861 
680,014 
269,125 
646,066 
142,207 


$1,127,280 

414,960 
1,094,400 

802,290 
70,950 

456,960 

12,286,960 

1,159,660 

11,872,350 

161,140 

804,540 
8,888,250 
8,741,780 
2,718,180 
4,065,520 

466,000 
2.602,940 
2,518,700 

268,940 
4,511,410 
1,884,000 
8,605,600 

886,860 
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Summary  far  each  State,  showing  product  y  area,  and  value  for  1887— Continued. 


states  and  TerritorieB. 

Rye. 

Oats. 

Bushels. 

Acres. 

Value. 

Bushels. 

Acres. 

Value. 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

860,000 

651,000 

288,000 

499,000 

2,296,000 

2,212,000 

162,000 

1,381,000 

587,000 

967,000 

891.000 

289,000 

20,000 

91,480 
52,470 
22,994 
42,268 

191,880 

181,808 
10,200 

106,780 
47,561 

101,750 

82,480 

80,409 

1,879 

1516,000 

377,580 

156,650 

260,460 

1,125,  MO 

1,061,760 

74,520 

607,640 

241,660 

425,480 

311,860 

281,200 

15,000 

8,84     00 
80,09     00 
22,64     00 
27,94      OD 
106,86      00 

84.85  OO 
40,68      00 
74,88      00 
89,79      00 
40,04      00 

25.86  00 
2,19     00 
5,54      00 

19      00 

1,56      00 

87,26-     00 

1,09     00 

1,86      00 

86      00 

78      00 

8,86      00 

8      00 

491,496 

1,008,278 

765,000 

1,064,923 

8,690,385 

1,440,299 

1,854,582 

2,488,746 

1,858,119 

1,505,291 

022,869 

81,966 

206,183 

7,858 

50,617 

1,186,800 

86,509 

60,180 

15,389 

29,658 

91,045 

2,921 

$8,00r,960 
9,631,360 

Michigan 

7,246,080 

Indiana r  - , 

8,108.470 

Illinois 

29,803,820 

Wisconsin 

9,750,400 

Minnesota 

10,565,860 

Iowa     

17,851,680 

Missouri 

10,846,180 

Kansas ■.  -  -  - . 

11,611,890 

Nebraska 

5,826,660 

Calif omia     

1,278,680 

2,218,800 

Ne^^da 

06,000 

Colorado 

28,000 
218,000 

1,966 
16,750 

21,840 
08,740 

706,060 

Dakota 

Idaho  

9,316,500 
492,760 

Montana     

839.700 

New  5Iexico     



166,520 

Utah 

19,000 
18,000 

2,287 
1,464 

8,080 
18,680 

337,980 

Washington 

1,482,360 

Wyoming 

89,600 

Total 

20,693,000 

2,053,447 

11,283,140      659,618,000 

1 

25,920,906 

200,099,790 

Barley. 

Buckwheat. 

Bushels. 

Acres. 

Value. 

Bushels. 

Acres. 

Value. 

Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

MlMWIChu«AttA  .    

239,000 
85,000 

280,000 
75,000 
19,000 

11,206 

8,857 

11,711 

8,313 

840 

688 

840,028 

$160,180 
68,630 
169,000 
54,750 
18,680 
0,520 
4,578,440 

880,000 
71,000 

288,000 
77,000 

21,182 
4,880 

18,041 
5;887 

$816,600 

itejoso 

52,860 

Rhode  Island 

Gonnecticiit 

14,000 
6,738,000 

117,000 
4,180,000 

426,000 
8,266,000 

10,974 
817,663 

88,084 
274,445 

74,880 

New  York 

2,188,900 

New  Jersey 

251,340 

485,000 

27,223 

329,800 

1,888,960 

Delaware 

Maryland   

181,000 
198,000 
57,000 

10,894 
28,086 
7,088 

70,740 

Virginia 

20,000 
8,000 

1,174 
287 

14,600 
2,250 

118,800 

No^h  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

84,200 

Georgia 

19,000 

1,581 

14,630 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

107,000 

3,288 

59,920 

Arlran^AH  .  ,       . .  . 

Tennessee 

~^"00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

IN^IOO 

n..rij.O0 

io;'^i'!i"ol! 

^i^i.tiOO 

524,000 

176,000 

452,000 

4,154,000 

408,000 

78,000 

62,000 

660,000 

777,000 

8,174 

581 

18,500 

28,384 

44,806 

19,698 

41,887 

887,289 

878,629 

280,946 

8,795 

29,801 

178,809 

794,605 

85,800 

28,272 

6,876 

22,600 

227,000 

14,211 

3,458 

8,869 

29,750 

31,069 

22,230 

7,150 

128,440 

895,080 

596.100 

280,750 

897,650 

8,209,150 

3,861,680 

1,980,720 

80,000 

258,480 

1,138,120 

8,471,820 

342,450 

840,600 

109,120 

271,200 

1,661,600 

204,000 

43,680 

85,960 

882,800 

880,780 

41.000 
298,000 

5,515 
89,724 

:M,600 

West  Virginia 

190,720 

KentuclcF 

Ohio .' 

i67,666 

894,000 
68,000 
51,000 

257,000 
58,000 

241,000 
69,000 
21,000 
34,000 

11,079 

82,ar8 

8,312 
5,220 

80,250 
5,709 

24,854 
7,214 
2,142 
8,658 

72,760 

Mi'^Hgan 

263,980 

TtlHInrfn. 

Illinois 

45,500 
82,180 

Wisconsin 

146,490 

Minnesota 

29,160 

Iowa 

161,470 

Missouri 

Kansas 

46,920 
18,660 

Nebraska 

20,740 

California 

Orearon 

11,000 

774 

6,060 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Ari?mna .....           .   . . 

Dakota 

68,000 

4,850 

85,910 

Idaho 

M<^ntanA 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washington     .  . . 

^* 

Total 

66,812,000 

2,901,968 

29,464,890 

10,844,000 

910,506 

6,122.820 

Digitized  by  V^J 
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Summary  for  eacJi  State,  showing  product,  area,  and  value  for  1887— Gontdnued. 


States  and  Territories. 


Potatoes. 


Bushels. 


Acres. 


Value. 


Hay. 


Tons. 


Acres. 


Value. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . 
Rhode  Island  . . . 
Ck>nnecticut .... 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Vlr^nia 

North  Carolina. . 
South  Carolina. . 

Qeorgia 

Florida 

Alahama 

Mississippi 

Loui^ana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia... 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin  .i 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho  

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washhigton 

Wyoming 

Total 


ijn, 


!.ML 

i.'.l'.l. 


68, 

6,909, 

460, 

491, 

74. 

1,068. 

1,818, 

183, 


68,889 

96,056 

87,689 

86,606 

6,688 

89,172 

868.433 

41,801 

194,105 

4,9^ 

90,994 

86,741 

31,427 

4,148 

9,85i5 

9,196 

9,&41 

8,642 

6,980 

10,869 

19,688 

89,896 

97,886 

61,051 

166,904 

149,409 

96,084 

140,691 

110,061 

64.424 

144,523 

83,883 

106,984 

68,871 

68,878 

18,748 

4,738 

8,258 

1,418 

49,008 

4,505 

4,466 

1,050 

19,  OM 

11,381 

1,332 


$3,060,ai0 

1,083,600 

1,608,180 

2,ltte,000 

460,800 

8,114,100 

14,469,740 

9,019,910 

7,478,800 

140,990 

727,650 

1,155,340 

667,960 

901,400 

■iir:.  100 

310,710 

4,mTro 

■i.  IlK.tiOO 
i.4f«S.R00 
i:\57*,rt80 

85;  860 

9,289,870 

166,600 

814,240 

87,000 
891,680 
518,100 

77,140 


1,448,879 
754,069 

1,969,296 
770,702 
116,892 
682,114 

5,818,900 
616,989 

8,499,873 
66,820 
404,906 
484,668 
159,750 
85,400 
47,690 


1,819,611 
685,517 

1,048,621 
642,262 
106,856 
674,649 

5,050,918 
498,591 

2,;%,  296 
55,683 
828,925 
862,219 
188,918 
30.000 
89,600 


$16,064,784 

7,917,725 

11,946,227 

12,177,098 

1,941,191 

9,999,076 

68,611,864 

7,798,741 

88,719,604 

801,840 

4,686,174 

4,460,049 

1,688,666 

416,960 

708,006 


47,554 

62.990 

77,864 

171,640 

67,888 

812,594 

428,509 

874,095 

8,088,764 

1,720,206 

2,691,600 

2,724,879 

1,399,849 

593.280 

8,060,388 

1,787,150 

1,481,040 

1,909,600 

1,609,268 

655,988 

960,965 

179,400 

41,769 

607,750 

109,493 

230,009 

89,819 

194,769 

287,684 

146,094 


40.800 
87.800 
55,960 
132,081 
44,106 
264,910 
889.564 
.^.-..H22 

l,4Ti  r^ 
2,33i  jOO 


i90 
Sll 

\m 
sb 

lOO 
00 
:r75 
'fl8 
M60 
OO 

;;'^  180 

467,500 
141,244 
181,546 
88,760 
102,302 
221,267 
116,876 


8,4<>' 
1,74  J, 

4M  i 

1,47.', 

1,15", 

Ifi:;. 


684,778 

609,980 

750,481 

1,716,400 

560,046 

8,950.978 

8,986,184 

4,406,840 

81,660,881 

18,678,214 

87,184,062 

98,089,005 

14,418,446 

8,588,411 

22,524,068 

14.606,808 

8,590,032 

6,116,606 

17,866,669 

7,916,868 

8,446,900 

1,096,560 

460,460 

9,467,466 

1,101,706 

8,186,199 

409,048 

1,848,866 

9,761,986 

1,887,698 


184,108,000 


2,857,892 


01,506,740 


41,454,458 


87,664,780 


418,440,968 


States  and  Territories. 


Tobacco. 


Cotton. 


Pounds. 


Massachusetts 

Connecticut 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Nonh  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Qeorgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Missouri 

All  other  States  and 
Territories,  includ- 
ing Missouri  for  cot- 
ton   


8,511,000 
0,173,000 
7,683,000 
40,218,000 
96,608,000 
79,408,000 
99,155,000 


1,228,000 
96,254,000 

2,216,000 
115,896,000 
19,240,000 

8,718,000 

1,494,(XK) 
11,271,000 

6,421,000 


9,816,000 


Total. 


886,240,000 


Acres. 


2,404 

6,198 

5,775 

98,121 

41,607 

189,346 

60,113 


6,646 


596,090 


Value. 


Bales. 


Acres. 


$596,904 
1,811,745 
876,645 
6,061,955 
1,468,148 
6,369,608 
9,916,481 


9,861 

196,4:i5 

46,659 

2,766,662 

8.958 

281,493 

196,4:J4 

18,907,527 

81,284 

1,781,580 

8.460 

186,900 

8,820 

140.400 

11,050 

1,289,810 

19,»f2 

642,100 

16,184  I 
448,581 
505,342 
047,158 
60,179 
848,880 

1,062,797 
504,622 

1,684,131 
611,010 
816,  W6 


887,877 


29,720 


40,977,960 


40,834 
1,006.801 
1,622,185 
2,941,486 

262,616 
2,809,599 
2,648,674 
1,066.854 
3.960.327 
1,288,656 

855.799 


78,284 


7,020,809     18,641,067     801,045,340 


Value. 


24,848,6M 
80,888,518 
1,890,888 
35.861.40e 
48,679,900 
20,017,601 
06,680,884 
85,406,781 
18,188,800 


1,907,880 


Digiti 
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Tkible  showing  the  average  yield  per  acre  and  price  per  bushely  pound,  or  ton  of 
farm  products  for  the  year  l687. 


States  and  Terri- 
toriM. 


Maine 

New  HampBhlre  . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts  . . . 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  — 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina  . . 
South  Carolina  . . 

Qeorgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia.... 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

lUinols 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kftn*w 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevada  

Colorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Utah  

Washington 

Wyoming 


Com. 


Bush- 
els. 


Average  . 


3B.2 
S4.8 
36.6 
85.4 
82.0 
M,0 
38.0 
80.0 
88.2 
90.0 
27.0 
17.5 
18.4 
10.0 
11.0 
10.6 
13.6 
17.8 
18.0 
17.0' 
20.0 
21.6 
19.0 
18.3 
26.8 
22.5 
20.0 
19.2 
96.8 
29.8 
25.5 
22.0 
14.6 
94.1 
80.0 
27.3 
27.8 
80.0 
19.0 
88.0 
28.2 
27.6 
19.0 
21.6 
21.9 


Price 

per 

bushel. 


$0.68 
.60 
.68 
.70 
.70 

,m 

.66 
.50 
.48 

.45 
.47 


Wheat. 


Bush- 
els. 


19.2 
10.6 
16.0 
14.8 


17.0 
16.2 
10.2 
9.7 
9.8 
10.8 
7.6 
7.1 
0.4 
6.6 


6.8 
7.6 


10.0 
9.9 
8.0 
9.4 
10.2 
18.1 
18.8 
18.5 
15.2 
10.8 
11.8 
10.0 
16.2 
9.6 
10.1 
11.0 
17.5 
19.9 
21.0 
18.5 
14.8 
17.5 
18.0 
15.0 
19.0 
18.0 


Price 

per 

bushel. 


$1.06 

l.Oi 

.96 

1.00 


.99 


.80 

.89 

.77 

.76 

.78 

.75 

.74 

.79 

•  Tt) 

.64 

.69 

.61 

.62 

.61 

.58 

.74 

.68 

.80 

.75 

.82  > 

.52 

.77  1 

.76 

.90  I 

.61  i 

.67 


By& 


Bush- 
els. 


12.8 
10.7 
12.7 
10.4 
10.4 
12.0 
10.8 
9.0 
8.7 
7.0 
8.7 
6.5 
5.8 
5.8 
6.0 


5.2 
6.6 
6.5 
8.7 
8.5 
5.7 
6.3 
9.4 
12.4 
12.8 
11.8 
12.0 
12.2 
10.0 
12.7 
11.8 
9.6 
10.8 
9.5 
14.5 


14.2 

is.o' 


Price 

per 

bushel. 


$0.86 
.M 
.60 
.74 
.77 
.60 
.61 
.58 
.56 
.66 
.56 
.56 
.80 
.90 
.90 


.96 
.90 
.85 
.70 
.80 
.71 
.00 
.60 
.58 
.55 
.54 
.49 
.48 
.40 
.44 
.45. 
.44 
.86 
.80 
.75 


.78 


.48 


8.8 
12.4 


10.1 


.545 


Oats. 


Buah- 


98.8 
28.0 
96.4 
98.4 
26.0 
27.6 
28.5 
28.9 
26.5 
21.2 
20.7 
17.0 
18.0 
11.6 
11.5 
14.5 
11.0 
12.8 
18.6 
21.0 
17.5 
14.8 
17.8 
18.0 
80.0 
29.6 
27.0 
20.5 
24.2 
80.0 
80.5 
29.8 
20.0 
27.6 
26.8 
27.8 
21.9 
81.0 


81.4 
80.0 
81.0 
28.5 
26.5 
87.0 
80.1 


25.4 


Price 

per 

busheL 


10.49 
.48 
.40 
.48 
.48 
.49 
.87 
.86 
.85 
.88 
.33 
.86 
.44 
.59 
.68 
.60 
.58 
.57 
.68 
.87 
.40 
.88 
.86 
.84 
.89 
.82 
.99 
.97 
.28 
.20 
.24 
.26 
.20 
.21 
.58 
.40 
.50 
.45 


.804 


Barley. 


Bush- 
els. 


81.8 
98.0 
82.9 
28.6 
98.6 
91.9 
19.8 


17.8 

.68 

17.0 
10.5 

.78 

.76 

12.4 

.77 



18.0 

.66 

•12.8 
«.8 
18.8 
90.6 
19.6 
18.0 
17.5 
18.5 
19.8 
19.0 
18.2 
90.6 
17.7 
20.6 
21.2 
82.5 
96.6 
20.0 
18.3 
28.7 
22.0 
18.4 
22.2 
25.0 


10.6 


Price 

per 

bushel. 


$0.67 
.69 
.66 
.78 
.78 
.68 
.66 


.67 
.66 
.58 
.68 
.69 
.66 
.56 
.68 
.46 
.44 
.50 
.48 
.87 
.63 
.45 
.66 
.68 
.60 
.40 
.60 
.56 
.58 
.58 
.49 


.519 


States  and  Terri- 
tories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire  . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts  . . . 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina... 
South  Carolina. . . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 


Buckwheat. 


Bush- 
els. 


18.0 
14.5 
15.7 
14.3 


10.7 
18.0 
11.8 
11.9 


12.0 

8.6 
8.0 


Price 

per 

bushel. 


$0.57 
.56 
.56 


Potatoes. 


Bush- 
els. 


42 
00 
66 
78 
78 
66 
07 
56 
67 
68 
63 
52 
51 
62 
60 
68 


Price 

per 

buishel. 


$0.69 
.85 
.71 
.92 
.90 
.90 
.62 
.78 
.70 

.^s 

.55 
.61 
.50 
.95 
.90 
1.00 
.91 


Hay. 


Tops. 


1.1 

1.1 

1.2 

1.2 

1.1 

1.1 

1.15 

1.25 

1.86 

1.2 

1.96 

1.20 

1.15 

1.18 

1.2 


Price 
ton. 


$11.14 
10.60 
9.M 
15.80 
16.75 
14.70 
10.76 
12.64 
11.81 
12.00 
11.46 
10.24 
10.57 
11.75 
14.92 


1.18     14.40 


Tobacco. 


Pounds. 


Price 

per 

pound, 


1,485 


$0.17 


1,480 
1.880 


1,480 


600 
485 


Bales. 


.148 
.116 


.16 


.066 

.08 

.10 


Cotton. 


.40 
.416 
.867 


.80 


Pounds. 


Price 

per 

poimd. 


184 
191 
172 
154 
81 
149 


$0,066. 
.087 
.OW 
.087 
.086 
.066 
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Table  allowing  the  average  yield,  etc, ,  of  farm  producte  for  the  year  1887 — Ck>ntinue(L 


Buckwheat. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

Tobacco. 

Ootton. 

states  and  Terri- 
tories. 

Bush- 
els. 

Price 

per 

bushel. 

Bush- 
els. 

Price 

per 

biSbel. 

Tons. 

Price 

Pounds. 

Price 

per 

pound. 

Bales. 

Price 
Pounds,    per 
pound. 

Mississippi 

66 
66 
54 

60 
50 
51 
45 
80 
80 
88 
88 
75 
77 
55 
60 
60 
70 
80 
77 
110 
105 
48 
106 
102 
110 
71 
90 
107 
100 

$0.87 
.91 
,92 
.70 
.60 
.77 
.83 
.91 
.72 
.96 
.90 
.76 
.56 
.62 
.62 
.70 
.68 
.57 
.52 
.78 
.56 
.52 
.43 
.36 
.64 
.50 
.86 
.45 
.68 

1.4 
1.4 
1.8 
1.8 
1.18 
1.1 
1.15 
1.2 
1.2 
1.1 
.8 
.8 
1.2 
.85 
1.2 
1.1 
1.2 
1.8 
1.4 
1.3 
1.2 
1.8 
1.8 
1.2 
1.3 
1.2 
1.2 
1.8 
1.25 

$11.88 
9.70 
10.00 
9.75 
10.40 
9.80 
12.00 
10.26 
10.80 
10.47 
10.29 
10.80 
6.04 
7.86 
8.21 
5.80 
4.28 
11.60 
11.00 
'9.75 
10.75 
11.00 
4.06 
6.60 
18.50 
10.26 
6.90 
9.60 
9.60 

.417 
.478 
.40 
.44 

.87 

.88 

1 

200    f  0.086 

Tjoutsiana 

228 
202 
216 
181 

182 

.086 

Tf»x«w 

.068 

ArtcAtinfyi  ,    , ,      . . 

620 
575 
560 
690 
616 

90.16 
.106 
.127 
.12 
.09 

.086 

West  Virginia. . . 
Kentucky 

7.4 
7.5 

$0.60 
.64 

.066 

Oliio  .  .7: 

9.7 
12.8 
8.2 
9.8 
8.6 
9.8 
9.7 
9.6 
9.8 
9.8 

.68 
.67 
.67 
.68 
.5? 
.55 
.67 
.68 

:8? 

Michigan 

Indiana 

440 

460 

1.020 

.05 
.10 
.11 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

600 
480 

.10 
^.12 

K«^nf¥A4 

Nebraska 

California 

.066 

Oregon 

14.2 

.66 

Ne^mda 

Ck>lorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 

I^iftbo 

14.5 

.W 

Montana 



New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washington 

WyoiVJlOg 

Average  . . . 

11.9 

.665 

66.9 

.682 

1.10 

9.97 

645.2 

.106 

.877 

188 

.086 

Table  showing  the  average  cash  value  per  acre  of  farm  products  for  the  year  1887. 


States  and  Terri- 
tories. 

Com. 

Wheat. 

Rye. 

Oats. 

Barley. 

Buck- 
wheat. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

To- 
baoco. 

Ootr 

ton. 

Maine        

128.98 
23.66 
24.14 
24.78 
22.89 
22.78 
18.81 
16.60 
16.10 
8.60 
12.15 
8.28 
7.91 
6.20 
6.98 
7.53 
7.84 
9.17 
9.18 
8.67 
10.00 
10.75 
10.26 
9.70 
12.62 
10.80 
9.00 
7.87 
10.68 
11.08 
8.98 
8.14 
5.40 
7.28 
18.80 
17.46 

$12.80 
10.91 
14.89 
14.81 

"ie.m 

12.46 
8.87 
7.86 
S.28 
8.56 
6.16 
6.25 
6.84 
6.27 

$10.48 
8.98 
8.78 
7.70 
8.01 
8.29 
6.59 
6.67 
4.87 
8.92 
4.79 
8.68 
4.64 
4.79 
4.50 

$12.09 
12.80 
10.16 
12.21 
11.17 
11.69 
8.70 
8.85 
8.98 
6.99 
6.88 
5.96 
6.72 
6.84 
6.67 
8.70 
6.88 
7.01 
7.16 
7.77 
7.00 
6.48 
6.23 
6.12 
9.60 
9.47 
7.88 
7.96 
6.78 
7.80 
7.82 
7.62 
7.71 
5.77 
15.54 
10.92 

$14.20 
15.21 
14.48 
16.58 
16.29 
14.92 
18.46 

"i2.*ii' 

$10.26 
8.15 
8.68 
9.72 

■*6.*82' 
6.89 
6.97 
6.66 

$44.86 
85.70 
42.60 
60.72 
70.25 
65.71 
40.92 
48.91 
88.50 
86.61 
84.66 
82.88 
80.67 
48.56 
46.76 
60.11 
62.74 
47.82 
60.03 
40.72 
41.98 
82.99 
89.27 
87.85 
27.80 
21.60 
81.85 
29.70 
57.00 
48.12 
34.10 
87.20 
41.80 
40.60 
45.60 
40.06 

$12.26 
11.66 
11.45 
18.96 
18.48 
16.17 
12.87 
15.80 
14.14 
14.40 
14.31 
12.29 
12.16 
18.87 
17.90 

New  Hampshire  . . 

^ 

Massachusetts .... 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

$242.25 

211.64 
161.80 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

214.60 

Maryland 

"i2.'44' 
7.84 

6.49 
5.16 
4.83 

85.09 
48.00 
48.60 

Virginia 

North  Carolina.... 
South  Carolina 

$15.88 
16.65 
16.01 

Georgia 

9.66 

18.80 

Florida 

6.97 

Alabama 

6.17 
7.12 

'8.66' 
8.12 
6.16 
7.14 
7.45 
9.82 
9.84 
9.72 

10.64 
6.50 
6.84 
6.10 

10.04 
6.86 
5.85 
8.14 

11.90 

4.96 
6.90 
4.67 
6.06 
6.81 
4.04 
8.77 
5.64 
7.20 
6.77 
6.88 
5.88 
5.86 
4.60 
5.59 
5.08 
4.18 
8.78 
7.60 
10.88 

16.99 
15.98 
18.58 
18.00 
12.68 
12.27 
10.23 
18.80 
12.80 
12.96 
11.52 
8.23 
d.24 
7.25 
6.26 
9.85 
6.88 
5.08 
14.96 
16.40 

■*88.26' 
60.87 
71.12 
70.80 
56.35 

*  '22. 66' 
45.00 
112.90 

"  "56*66' 

12.77 

Mississippi 

TiOulsiana 

17.21 
19.61 

Tftxas 

7.28 

16.80 

1&86 

West  Virginia 

Kentucky 

7.00 
12.24 
9.61 
18.94 
18.46 
11.71 
9.62 
9.81 
8.88 
8.86 
9.10 
8.82 
6.56 
10.66 
9.64 

4.46 
4.80 

'6.67' 
8.23 
5.48 
6.16 
4.84 
6.11 
6.60 
6.60 
6.87 
6.67 

'f.'M 

16.41 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

15.44 

California 

Oregon 
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Table  showing  average  cash  value  per  acre  of  farm  products  for  1887. — Ck>ntinued. 


StAtM  and  Terri- 
toriee. 

Corn. 

Wheat. 

Rye. 

Oata. 

Barley. 

Buck- 
wheat 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

To- 
bacoo. 

Cot- 
ton. 

Nevada 

Colorado 

$17.94 
18.00 
12.88 
11.56 
16.80 
16.69 
18.68 
16.20 
14.60 

116.04 
16.75 
11.07 
7.44 
18.47 
18.68 
18.60 
11.60 
12.06 

iii.'ii' 

5.' 60' 

"a'oo* 

0.41 

112.47 
18.06 

"?.'85' 
18.60 
18.06 
10.82 
11.40 
16.28 
18.56 

$14.64 
16.87 
12.00 
7.83 
14.86 
12.68 
10.67 
12.87 
12.25 

'  $8.' 26* 

$86.86 
68.70 
96.02 
46.15 
86.76 
70.86 
85.94 
82.41 
48.16 
67.01 

$12.68 
12.00 
14.80 
6.28 
7.80 
17.66 
12.80 
8.28 
12.48 
11.88 

$51.60 

Arixona 

Dakota 

TdAhn    

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washington 

WTominflT 

' 

General  ayerage. 

8.08 

a26 

6.40 

7.74 

10.15 

6.72 

88.  ae 

10.08 

68.45 

15.61 

Cfeneral  summary  showing  the  estimated  quantities,  number  of  acres,  and  aggre- 
gate value  of  the  crops  of  the  farm  in  1887. 


Producta. 

produced. 

Number 
of  acres. 

Value. 

Indian  corn 

Wheat 

Rye 

bushels.. 

do.... 

do.... 

1.456,161,000 
466,820,000 
20,608,000 
660,618,000 
66,812,000 
10,844,000 
184,108,000 

79,802,790 
87,641,788 

2,068,447 
25,020,006 

2,001,058 
010,506 

9,867,822 

$646,106,770 

810,612,060 

11,288,140 

Oats 

Barley  

do.... 

do.... 

200,600,700 
20,464,890 

Buckwheat 

Potatoes 

do.... 

do.... 

6,122,820 
91,606,740 

Total 

144,178,687 

1,206,706,110 

pounds. . 

tons.. 

Tobacoo  

H%y                             

886,240,000 
41,454,458 
7,020,200 

608,620 
87,664,780 
18,641,067 

40,077,260 
418,440,288 
201,045,846 

Cotton 

bales.. 

Qrand  total 

201,068,068  2,041,268,008 

Table  showing  the  averaqe  yield  and  cash  value  per  acre,  and  price  per  unit  of 
quantity  of  farm  products  for  the  year  1887. 


Products. 


Indian  com bushels. 

Wheat do... 

Hye do... 

Oats do... 

Barley do... 


20.1 
12.1 
10.1 
96.4 
10.6 


11 


$0,444 
.68! 
.545 
.804 
.610 


$6.08 
8.26 
5.40 
7.74 

10.16 


Products. 


Buckwheat — bushels 

Potatoes do. . 

Tobacco pounds 

Hay tons 

..pounds 


Hay  . . . 
Cotton. 


i< 


11.0 
66.0 

645.2 
1.10 

188 


$0,666 

.682 

.106 

0.07 

.066 


1^ 


$6.72 
88.82 
68.45 
10.06 
15.61 
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FARM  ANIMALS. 

NUMBERS. 

The  tendency  to  increased  attention  to  horse-breeding  which  has 
been  so  noticeable  in  recent  years  is  still  progressive.  The  low  value 
of  cattle  stijnulates  renewed  attention  to  horses.  Improvement  in 
quality  is  quite  as  apparent  as  increase  of  numbers.  The  popularity 
of  the  large  French  and  English  breeds  is  unabated.  Enlarged 
demand  for  draught  horses,  locally,  is  caused  by  activity  in  railroad 
building.  It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  in  some  parts  pf  the  South, 
where  manufacturing  has  been  introduced  or  extended,  there  has 
arisen  an  unaccustomed  demand  for  horses.  In  the  Territories  the 
establishment  of  horse  ranches  has  increased  the  numbers  of  these 
useful  animals.  They  are  found  to  be  thrifty  and  profitable  stock  f ojr 
the  range.  They  are  not  exempt,  however,  from  losses  and  disabili- 
ties, as  there  are  local  complaints  of  the  depredations  of  wolves  and 
mountain  lions,  which  prey  upon  the  young  colts.  In  some  portions 
of  the  Western  wheat  area  there  has  been  diversion  from  cereals  to 
farm  animals,  but  especially  to  horses,  as  the  local  demand  is  great 
in  rapidly-settling  districts.  ^  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  in  less 
demand  in  certain  localities  in  the  Ohio  Valley  which  are  reducing 
arable  area  and  enlarging  permanent  pasture  or  other  grass  lands. 
Then,  there  are  counties  in  which  a  jnethora  exits  because  buyers 
have  not  been  sufficiently  active  in  their  purchases. 

The  total  increase  in  numbers  appears  to  be  nearly  half  a  million. 
The  heaviest  ratios  of  increase  appear  in  the  Territories  and  in  Texas, 
Kansas,  and  Nebraska. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  mules.  The  cotton  belt  has 
never  done  much  in  raising  either  mules  or  horses.  Some  correspond- 
ents report  efforts  there  in  this  direction.  In  Georgia  the  increase 
in  Bermuda  grass  is  made  subservient  to  stock-growing,  and  espe- 
cialy  to  mule-raising.  Others  report  that  mules  can  be  grown  on 
winter  pasture  and  in  the  canebrakes  about  as  easily  as  cattle. 

The  number  of  milch  cows  are  gradually  increasing  with  the  ad- 
vance- of  population.  Milk  and  its  products  are  found  to  be  the 
cheapest  as  well  as  the  most  assimilable  and  nutritious  of  the  foods, 
and  there  is  no  probability  of  a  decline  in  the  demand.  The  largest 
increase  is  in  the  Southwest  and  Northwest,  where  settlement  is  a.c- 
tive  and  population  increasing.  The  apparent  increase  of  the  year 
is  442,211. 

The  numbers  in  cattle  of  all  kinds  exceed  the  estimate  of  last  year 
by  more  than  a  million.  The  increiwse  is  rapid  in  all  the  States  where 
farm  extension  is  in  progress,  as  in  the  newer  Western  States  and  in 
Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Tennessee.  There  is  much  dissatisfaction  with 
the  low  price  of  cattle,  which  has  tended  to  reduction  in  some  places, 
and  in  others  holding  for  better  prices  has  tended  to  enlargement  of 
numbers.  There  is  much  local  complaint  of  combination  of  dealers 
and  butchers  to  control  prices,  and  of  the  discrimination  of  railroad 
companies  in  freight  rates.  There  is  some  improvement  in  the  qual- 
ity of  cattle,  as  reported  in  many  Southern  localities.  It  is  a  hopeful 
sign,  indicating  a  greater  popularity  of  cattle-growing,  and  leading 
ultimately  to  increase  of  numbers. 

There  appears  to  be  a  slight  further  reduction  in  numbers  of  sheep, 
due  to  discouragement  at  the  low  price  of  wool.    It  is  gratifying  to 
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observe  evidences  of  re-aasttrance  in  the  future  of  sheep  husbandry, 
which  may  effect  an  increase  of  numbers  hereafter.  In  some  sec- 
tions a  slight  increase  is  already  perceptible. 

In  the  numbers  of  swine  there  is  a  marked  increase^  ample  for  a  meat 
^  supply  of  the  natural  increase  of  population,  and  to  aid  in  the  consump- 
'  tion  of  the  large  corn  crop  of  the  past  year.  But  a  portion  of  the  in- 
crease is  only  apparent,  as  in  several  States  a  revision  of  previous  esti- 
mates has  enlarged  the  State  aggregates.  The  tendency  of  current 
State  statistics,  rounded  on  assessors^retums,  which  omit  all  the  pigs 
under  six  months  old,  and  often  a  considerable  portion  of  the  hogs, 
is  to  an  underestimate  of  the  numbers  of  swine,  and  this  naturaUy 
affects  the  judgment  of  our  correspondents. 

The  aggregate  numbers  of  the  different  species  of  farm  animals  on 
farms  and  ranches,  but  not  including  those  neld  in  towns  and  cities, 
are  as  follows: 


stock. 


1880. 


Increase  or 
decrease. 


Horsefl 

Mulee 

Milch  cows 

Oren  and  other  cattle 

Sheep 

Bwine 


18,179,086 
2,191,727 
14,856,414 
84,878,868 
48,644,756 
44,846,595 


18,668,2»l 
2,857,574 
16,296,626 
85,088,417 
42,599,079 
50,801,092 


490,358 
65,  W7 
442,211 
654,  OM 
496,078 
+5,956,067 


VALUES. 

The  values  of  farm  animals,  as  reported  by  correspondents,  are 
but  little  changed  from  the  returns  of  January,  1888,  horses  and 
sheep  advancing  slightly,  hogs  more  noticeably,  while  cattle  and 
mules  have  decfined  somewhat. 

Milch  cows  have  declined  71  cents  per  head,  but  the  increase  in 
numbers  is  sufficient  to  almost  entirely  offset  this  shrinkage,  leaving 
the  aggregate  value  less  than  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent,  smaller  than 
at  the  preceding  return. 

In  the  case  of  oxen  and  other  cattle  the  increase  in  numbers  is  not 
sufficient  to  make  up  for  the  decreased  value  per  head,  and  the  aggre- 
gate value  is  $14,613,708  less  than  the  value  of  the  same  class  of  stock 
in  1888. 

Sheep  alone,  of  all  farm  animals,  show  a  decline  in  number,  but 
the  advance  of  8  cents  per  head  is  sufficient  to  increase  the  aggregate 
value  of  a  year  ago  by  more  than  $1,360,000.  The  value  of  this  class 
of  stock  declined  steadily  from  1881  to  1886,  when  the  turning  point 
was  reached  and  an  advance  began,  which  still  continues.  The  fall- 
ing off  in  numbers  began  three  years  later,  and  still  continues. 

Mules  show  a  slight  decline  m  price,  but  the  total  value  exceeds 
that  of  1888  by  nearly  $6,00  ),  000.  For  four  years  past  the  changes 
in  prices  have  been  very  slight,  tlie  extreme  range  between  1886  and 
1889  amounting  to  only  87  cents. 

A  boimtiful  com  harvest,  with  a  fairly  healthful  season  for  swine, 
has  caused  a  large  increase  in  the  numbers  of  hogs,  while  the  scarcity 
of  this  class  of  stock  during  the  past  two  years  has  materially  stiffened 
prices.  The  net  aggregate  increase  of  values  of  all  classes  of  stock 
over  1888  amounts  to  $98,006,640,  and  of  this  increase  swine  furnishes 
over  $70,000,000. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  total  value  of  each  class  of 
stock  on  January  1,  1889,  as  compared  with  the  same  date  in  1888, 
with  the  increase  or  decrease  during  the  period: 


stock. 


1868. 


1880. 


Increase  or 
decrease. 


Horses 

Mules 

Milch  cows 

Oxen  and  other  cattle 

Sheep 

Swine 

Total 


$040,008,154 
174.868,668 
866,863,178 
611,760,680 
89,870,086 
880,811,068 


|9«,104,887 
179,444,481 
866,886,876 
607,886,818 
00,640,860 
801,807,198 


4-186.006,073 

4-    4,600,016 

85,707 

-  14.518,708 

1,800,448 

70,406,111 


t 


8,400,048,418 


8,607,060,058 


+  06,006,640 


In  connection  with  the  foregoing  statement  the  following  table, 
showing  the  average  value  per  head  of  each  class  at  the  same  dates, 
is  presented: 


stock. 

1888. 

1880. 

Increase 

or 
decrease. 

Horses 

171.68 
70.78 
84.66 
17.79 
2.05 
4.98 

971.80 

79.40 

88.04 

17.05 

8.18 

6.7» 

+*)07 

Mules 

Milch  cows ^ 

-     .71 

Oxen  and  other  cattle 

-     .74 

Bheep 

+    .81 

gwin^ _ ,  _ 

During  the  past  ten  years,  or  from  1880  to  1889,  inclusive,  the 
changes  m  the  relative  values  of  the  different  classes  of  stock  have 
been  very  marked.  At  the  beginning  of  that  period  horses  aver- 
aged $54.75  per  head,  and  they  have  since  advanced,  almost  steadily, 
to  $71,89,  an  increase  of  31  per  cent.  Mules  have  almost  equaled 
this  showing,  the  price  per  head  advancing  from  $61.26  to  $79.49,  or 
nearly  30  per  cent.  In  the  case  of  milch  cows  values  have  been  more 
stable,  the  fluctuations  from  year  to  year,  as  a  rule,  not  amounting 
to  more  than  $2  per  head,  wmle  between  the  first  and  last  years  of 
the  period  named  the  advance  has  amounted  to  only  67  cents,  or  from 
$23. 27  to  $23. 94.  Oxen  and  other  cattle  show  a  more  decided  advance 
than  do  cows,  the  average  value  in  1889  standing  at  $17.05  against 
$16.10  ten  years  before,  an  increase  of  6  per  cent.  Sheep  alone  show 
a  decline  in  value  during  the  period,  beginning  with  $2.21  per  head 
and  averaging  now  but  $2.13,  or  a  decline  of  nearly  4  per  cent.  The 
numbers  of  swine  fluctuate  considerably  from  year  to  year,  more 
than  any  other  class  of  animals,  from  the  fa^t  that  they  early  reach 
maturity,  enabling  breeders  to  quickly  meet  any  extra  demand  by 
an  increase  of  numbers,  or  to  send  a  present  surplus  to  butchers  with- 
out impairing  the  future  supply.  This  easy  expansion  or  contraction 
of  herds  makes  a  comparison  of  prices  at  two  periods  less  fair  than 
in  the  case  of  other  stock.  Changes  in  average  value  occur  quicker 
and  are  more  marked,  perhaps  fluctuating  widely  between  the  dates 
chosen.  In  1880  the  average  was  returned  at  $4.28  against  $6.79  at 
the  present  date,  an  advance  of  35  per  cent.,  though  during  the  period 
the  value  reached  both  a  lower  and  a  much  higher  point. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  values  yearly,  from  1880  to  1889, 
will  show  the  annualchanges  during  the  period  under  consideration: 
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Years. 

Horses. 

Mules. 

MUch 
cows. 

Other 
cattle. 

$16.10 
17.88 
19.80 
21.80 
28.52 
28.25 
21.17 
10.79 
17.79 
17.06 

Sheep. 

$2.21 
2.80 
2.87 
2.58 
2.87 
2.14 
1.01 
2.01 
2.a5 
2.18 

Swine. 

1880 

$54.75 
58.44 
58.52 
70.50 
74.  W 
78.70 
71.27 
72.15 
71.82 
71.80 

161.26 
60.79 
71.86 
79.49 
84.22 
82.88 
79.60 
78.91 
79.78 
79.49 

$38.27 
28.95 
!^.89 
80.21 
31.87 
29.70 
27.40 
26.08 
24.65 
23.94 

34.28 
4.70 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

6.08 
6.75 
5i57 

1885 

5.09 

1886 , 

4.25 

1887 

4.48 

1888 

1880 

4.98 
5.79 

Table  shoiring  the  estimated  numb^ers  of  animals  on  farms  and  ranches,  expressed 
as  a  percentage  of  the  numbers  of  j^revious  years ;  also  average  of  actual  prices 
Jantmry  1,  1889. 


States  and  Torritories. 


Horses. 


Mules. 


Average  price  per  head.  '  5        Average  price  per  head 


2       S-d 


.12 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York . . 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvaiiia 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virjrinia. 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Florida . 

Alabama 

MissisBippi 

Louisiana. 

Texas 

Arkansas 
Tennessee 
WcstVirghiia 
Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

IHinoJM 

Wiscoaaiu 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho — 

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washington 
Wyoming 

Average 


2ft^5r.50!$S0.5f. 
17,  r>4.1T|  76.60 
ml  .~)3.6S|  7J.»J3' 
8h1  03.88!  86.  a>; 
50  78.75108.75! 
7.")   68.42  90.881 
66.00;  87. 50; 
72.80  93.00 
64.78  91.09; 
55.00,  82.60 
53.80  77.  so! 
46.71i  67.15 
i2' 
_.00. 
M.IOI  76.50; 
40.00  72.50' 
45.50 
68:  37.71 
19   25.00 
56,  19.57 
,00,  34.29 
40  .54.30 
29   46.75 
.50  52.75 
.00   60.50 

,20  81.20   

,54  M.Zi\  81.50 
TT  56.221  80.00 
46i  52.261  75.20 
(rO  51.20  78.60 
4ft  50.20|  72.40 
88 


MUch  cows. 


46.71i  67.1 
47.00^  60.7: 
.'>4.44i  76.0 


66.70 
61.60 
39.60 
27.68 
48.77 
72.78' 
67.20 
71.00 
85.00 
82.80 


41.851  60.001 
41.20'  .50.501 
45. 50;  70.631 

.     3S.48'  58.  OO! 

55'  83.  .36,  47.50; 

.50,  82.  .501  .50.00 

00  87.23,  5.5.75 

00;  ao.ooi  ao.oo 

80  61.00  78.60 
601  24.67 
25,  29.88 
sol  15.67 


35.88 
80.20 


50  80.00 


87.67, 
48.00 
27.671 
36.17; 
61.50 
87.40 


80.96  ^.14  0G.86i    91.27 


AG  88 
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Table  ahawing  the  estimated  number  of  animals  on  farms  and  ranches,  total  value 
of  each  kind,  and  avei-age  price,  January  1,  1889. 


States  and  TenitoriM. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire  . 

Vermont 

Masiiactiasetta  . . . 
Rhode  Island  .... 

Connecticut 

New  York , 

New  Jersey , 

Peno^rlvania  . . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina. . 
South  Carolina. . . 

Qoorirfa 

Florkia 

Alabama 

MlaaiasippI 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee  , 

West  Virjfinla..., 

Kentucky  

Ohio 

Michigan 

Ti>/HA«it. , 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa , , 

Missouri 

Kansaa 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevada  

Colorado , 

Arizona , 

Dakota 

Idaho  

Montana , 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washington 

Wyoming 


Horses. 


Number. 


98,764 

eO,87(J 

86,  MS 

66,496 

10,156 

S0,d60  I 

680,758  , 

95,  ail  t 

600,932 

£8,000  i 

181,619 

^16,960 

151,205 

66,956 

112,261 

8^785 

183,470 

188,087 

182,206 

1,828.867 

187,158 

306,289 

189, 6&1 

898,548 

701,461 

463,502 

818,188 

1,091,288 

425,088 

890,874 

1,053,173 

797,748 

880,289 

433,629 

868,400 

181,. 399 

51,018 

180,088  I 

20,700 

2!4,781 

180,600 

200,458 

42,560 

182,781 

98,044 

108.900 


Average 
price. 


$94.40 
89.80 
88.?^ 
106.68 
110.48 
108.58 
96.84 
104.90 
96.08 
94.08 
79.49 
70.85 
76.58 
90.68 
86.03 
88.05 
74.82 
67.41 
64.88 
88.22 
57.66 
n.94 
66.17 
70.77 
86.92 
92.85 
81.85 
78.88 
80.92 
88.12 
74.90 
01.60 
85.48 
76.69 
70.19 
50.51 
67.50 
81.11 
48.50 
78.03 
47.50 
47.03 
38.52 
84.15 
64.84 
42.66 


Value. 


Mules. 


Number. 


Total '  18,668,2 


71.89 


10,188,808 

4,668,008 

7,288,194 

7,094,189 

1,121,554 

6,216,394  1 

66,107,695 

10,001,268 

67,121,786 

2,162,690 

10,462,758 

17,496,868 

ll,6n),404 

6,070,267 

9,546,203 

2,800,789  I 

9,919,207 

0,806,519 

6,645,883 

43,9?8,694 

10,790,713 

22,082,^15 

9,241,237 

28,207,215 

80,969,557 

43,084,318 

62,917,495 

85,529,225 

84,895,550 

32,491,024 

78,975,858 

49,140,4.32 

48,223,158 

83,255,5a5 

26,867,259 

9,181,80K 

8.443,850 

7,946,430 

1,440,4.50 

20,669,590 

6,488,750 

9,427,934 

1,426,788 

4,53i,358 

6,857,223 

4,646,130 


Average 
price. 


6,288 

9,601 

24,2(M 

4,184 

18,626  i 

86,088 

90,844 

76,960 

152,847 

12,871  I 

140,449  I 

172,812 

86,168 

208,967  I 

128,680  [ 

206,406  ' 

6,799 

159,089 

24,230 

6,005 

68,294 

112, 191 

7,851 

11,188 

47,018 

227,819 

86,104 

41,458 

40,765 

3,218 

2,389 

8,000 

2,850 

16,850 

1,671 

.5,318 

10,808 

4,a'55 

1,243 

8,200 


$108.27 
119.47 
110.05 
114.40 
108.87 
88.49 
'  W.90 
97.71 
97.79 
98.49 
8i.97 
85.28 
85.82 
68.76 
72.81 
71.66 
74.49 
78.26 
87.65 
102.25 
82.86 
81.80 
90.66 
98.12 
86.14 
69.46 
80.82 
90.41 
88.78 
68.02 
9ail 
95.84 
70.26 
94.74 
61.15 
58.88 
64.68 
47.42 
83.96 
80.40 


082^194,827       2,257,574  79.49 


Value. 


$546,110 

1,185,076 

2,670,288 

478,870 

1,440,268. 

3,193,125 

7,713,488 

7,520,096 

14,928,083 

1,267,668 

11,938,958 

14.601,848 

7,886,088 

11,283,843 

9.862.066 

14.968,102 

506,450 

11,661,979 

2,128,794 

628,209 

4,415,783 

9,187,623 

711,808 

1,041,779 

4,008,  IJM 

15,825,020 

6,916,125 

4,010,378 

3,415,201 

202,813 

232,413 

782,720 

900,218 

1,696,324 

102,182 

312,989 

690,176 

192,808 

104,867 

257.280 

1797444,481 


States  and  Territories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . . 
Rhode  Island  — 

Connecticut 

New  York.. 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  . . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina . . 
South  Carolina. . . 

Qeorgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

MisBiasippi 

Loiiiirfana 


Milch  cows. 


Number. 


174,207 
100,011 
282,819 
183,925 

23,841 

180.968 

1,652,878 

181,670 

929,871 

28,688 
140,422 
259,082 
247,414 
140,119 
840,979 

64,407 
802,728 
297,840 
160,166 


Average 
price. 


$28.00 
29.83 
26.20 
83.50 
88.00 
84.60 
29.60 
84.62 
2r.58 
27.50 
26.25 
20.82 
16.  .50 
21.00 
17.80 
16.88 
17.00 
16.25 
16.74 


Value. 


K  877, 796 
2,903,326 
6,086,758 
6,161,488 
770,253 
4,618,896 

45,^0,211 
6,280,628 

25,618,485 
788,788 
8,686,078 
6,842,271 
4,062,831 
8,131,409 
6,896,967 
907,609 
6,146,291 
4,881,775 
2^881.666 


Oxen  and  other  cattle. 
Niunber. 


186,160 
141,670 
185,778 
103,978 

18,540 
111,025 
842.817 

68,541 
869,880 

184,087 
419,523 
419,883 
212,521 
586,883 
582,681 
454,042 
487,487 
281,649 


^;SSr      value. 


125.91 
28.98 
25.89 
27.98 
30.91 
80.25 
81.23 
81.27 
24.54 
25.92 
21.99 
17.27 
11.41 
18.21 
11.78 
8.90 
9.83 
9.^ 
10.48 


$4,796,092 
8,818,816 
4,771,698 
2,908,977 
418,790 
8,858,237 

26,818,817 
2,148,884 

21,844,240 
708,301 
2,947,684 
7,245,160 
4,788,441 
2,806,860 
6,911,800 
5,280,642 
4,370,248 
4,307,671 
2,986.618 
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Table  showing  tJie  estimated  number  of  animals  on  farmSy  etc, — Continued. 


States  and  Territories, 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Maasachuaetts 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticut 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maiyland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 


Flori< 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia 

Kentuoky 

Miobigan 

Tndi^M'a 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Arisona 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washington 

Wyoming 
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Table  shcnoing  the  estimated  number  of  animals  on  farmn  and  ranches,  total  value 
of  each  kind,  and  average  price,  Janvary  1,  1889. 


States  and  TenitoriM. 


Maino 

New  Hampahire  . 

Vermont 

Moasachusetta  . . . 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Penneylvfuiia 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia , 

North  Carolina. . . 
South  Carolina... 

Goorffia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Misaifisippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee  

WestVirjfinia.... 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

lllfaiois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa , 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevuda 

Colorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho  

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Utah.. 

Washington 

Wyominig 


Horses. 


Number. 


Average 
price. 


Value. 


96,754 

60,876 

86,962 

66,408 

10,1«6 

50,a60  1 

680,758  . 

95,  .341  i 

600, 0!& 

83,000  1 

181,619 

346,960 

151,205 

66,956 

112,281 

85,7a5 

188,470 

188,087 

122,206 

,828,867 

187,158 

306,269 

189,664 

898,  M8 

701,461 

468,502 

648,188 

,091,238 

425,068 

890.874 

,058,173 

797,746 

060,289 

433,620 

868,400 

181,399 

51,018 

130,088 

20,700 

2H,781 

186,500 

200,458 

42,560 

182,761 

98,044 

108,900 


$94.40 

$8     ;. 

80.69 

4 

88.75 

7    -■•: 

106.68 

7,,..ir 

110.48 

1.1-! 

108.56 

avfii 

96.64 

6S 

104.90 

IC 

95.06 

67 

94.08 

S 

79.49 

IC 

70.85 

17 

78.58 

11       ' 

90.66 

e.,^ ,. 

86.03 

fi.  -  ;.. 

88.05 

J.-^Ni 

74.82 

fl.:.'i:i 

67.41 

9  >.^. 

64.88 

fl      ' 

88.22 

48 

57.66 

1(1 

n.94 

28 

66.17 

(1 

70.77 

28 

86.92 

60 

02.  a5 

48 

81.05 

5a 

78.88 

85 

80.98 

»l 

88.12 

32 

74.99 

78 

61.60 

49 

65.46 

48 

76.69 

8a 

70.19 

26 

50.  .51 

67.50 

61.11 

48.50 

78.08 

2C 

47.50 

47.08 

38.52 

84.15 

4,.".::i 

64.84 

fl.  "i-""i' 

42.66 

4 ,  0  i ■'■ 

Mules. 


Number. 


Total I  13,668,294  I 


71.89 


188 

m 

194 
189 
554 
t94 
195 
»6 
86 
190 
'58 

m 
m 

»7 

m 

.•89 

»: 
na 

i88 

104 

'18 

M5 

37 

M5 

i57 

tl6  ; 

195 

B5 

m  \ 

Br> 

m 

53 

«5 
!59 

OK  ' 

[30  • 
150  I 
>90  I 
■50 

m  I 

.•88 
158  1 
■.!28  I 
i30 


.5,288 

9,501 

24,254 

4,18i 

13,625 

86,083 

90,844 

76,960 

152,647 

12,871 

140,449 

172,312 

86,168 

208,967 

128,580 

208,406 

6,799 

159,089 

24,230 

6,095 

53,294 

112,191 

7,851 

11,188 

47,018 

227,819 

86,104 

44,458 

40,705 

3,218 

2.369 

8,000 

2,850 

16,850 

1,671 

.5,816 

10,806 

4,055 

1,243 

8,200 


Average 
price. 


988^194,827       2,257,574 


$108.27 
119.47 
110.05 
114.40 
106.87 
88.49 
•  84.90 
97.71 
97.79 
96.49 
84.97 
85.98 
85.82 
58.76 
7S.81 
71.65 
74.49 
78.26 
87.65 
102.25 
82.86 
81.89 
90.66 
98.12 
86.14 
69.46 
80.82 
90.41 
88.78 
63.02 
98.11 
05.  .34 
70.28 
04.74 
61.15 
58.88 
54.63 
47.42 
83.96 
80.40 

79.49 


Value. 


■I.  i':  L  !i 


If,  18 


9,803,056 

ll,mi09 

50fi,4^ 

ll,fflftl,ff?l> 


.  v< 


i:\ 


( .  I '  I  r ,. ,  ,-',J 
6.91",  IMTt 

lifJ,  LK'4 

,VHk.  ITti 


179,444,481 


States  and  Territories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . . 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina . . 
South  Carolina... 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

XiOuiBiana 


Milch  cows. 


Number. 


174,207 
100,011 
232,319 
188,925 

23,841 
180,968 
1,552,378 
181,678 
929,871 

28,688 
140,422 
259,082 
247,414 
149,119 
840,979 

54,407 
802,728 
207,840 
109,165 


Average 
price. 


$28.00 
29.68 
26.20 
88.50 
88.00 
34.50 
29.60 
84.62 
27.56 
27.50 
26.25 
20.62 
16.50 
21.00 
17.30 
16.68 
17.00 
16.25 
16.74 


Value. 


.:96 
:.  ^ 

..  758 

.188 


4 

4-. 

25,filH.-l65 

4.  ri^-',  rSl 
:^.  ni.tOO 

r..  H^'..  1391 
4..H.^l.;76 


Oxen  and  other  cattle. 


Number. 


185,160 
141,670 
185,778 
108,973 

13,549 
111.025 
842:617 

68,541 
869,660 

27,137 
184.087 
419,  .523 
419,883 
212,521 
586.688 
682,681 
454,042 
487,487 
281,649 


A^^      value. 


$25.91 
26.96 
25.69 
27.98 
30.91 
80.25 
81.28 
81.27 
24.54 
25.92 
21.99 
17.27 
11.41 
18.21 
11.78 
8.W) 
9.63 
9.85 
10.43 


$4,798,090 
3,818,816 
4,771,598 
2,908,077 
418,799 
8,868,237 

26,818.817 
2,148,334 

21,344,240 
703,301 
2,947,684 
7,245,180 
4,783,441 
8,808,860 
6,911,800 
5,239,&iS 
4,870,248 
4,307,671 
2,936,618 
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Table  alwwing  the  estimated  number  of  animals  on  farms,  cte.— Continued. 


States  and  Territories. 


Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia. 

Kentuclcy 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

nUnois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Arizona ...... 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Montana 

New  Mexico... 

Utah 

Washington... 
Wyominig 


Total 15,898, 


Mflchoows. 


Number. 


886,806 


866,788 
176,411 
818,968 
788,481 
441,  C7C 
578,670 
974,975 
686,596 
455.664 
[,808,096 
787,880 
668,888 
400,066 
868,896 
88,157 
18,817 
64,014 
16,684 
880,057  I 
81,760  I 
81,448  j 
10,788  I 
51,878  i 
78,731  I 
8,888  [ 


Average 
price. 


$18.67 
14.80 
19.14 
83.40 
84.00 
88.75 
88.75 
85.60 
85.80 
85.00 
88.80 
88  88 
10.80 
80.86 
88.60 
81.88 
88.00 
86.60 
84.40 
28.50 
88.00 
84.88 
85.85 
81.67 
86.10 
84.50 
86.70 


88.04 


Value. 


Oxen  and  other  cattle. 


Number. 


HUMS.  488 
4.rJ^I,886 
7  'V-.K^'i 
<.  =^,017 
"i  ■■"■  S78 
8S  179 

11  [85 

14  i85  I 

24.  >i.:',^m  \ 
14,'>iVk050  I 

10 

8f 

14 
12 

1 

i 

I 


H80  i 
100  ' 


'     t96 

fl,r-'i.;  -196 
),.'^-i,'rr8 

l,;u>,J66 

488,676 

1,858,886 

8,500,880 

806,464 


866,888,876 


7,096,884 

601,801 

476,076 

888,701 

680,018 

057,865 

581,634 

018,881 

1,680,887 

650,975 

514,880 

8,006,858 

1,448,748 

1,668,111 

1,187,611 

786,880 

610,188 

855,740 

1,088,866 

441,000 

818,878 

415,^0 

068,585 

1,888,867 

481,050 

815,710 

1,107,178 


86,068,417 


Average 
price. 


10.80 
0.10 
18.86 
18.07 
80.15 
85.16 
84.07 
81.47 
81.17 
18.48 
18.10 
80.46 
16.87 
18.86 
18.06 
10.87 
18.96 
30.87 
80.00 
17.60 
80.48 
80.00 
81.88 
18.48 
16.41 
85.07 
10.50 


17.05 


Value. 


$65,007,846 
4,566,806 
6,100,108 
5.1C7,091 

HJ,  t>r>t>,  ?23 
:i4JimM* 
R657,l?ir 

li!,8ia5B* 
tl3lO,8S3 
4J!,EW*5,5ai 

2»,  517, 886 
H.OfiOjet 
ll,rjatt,S48 

T.aiUjss 

20.58^.  006 
r.  TIT,  BOO 
]6,61[»,31S 

8p8i«,nao 

81.008,514 
lfi.f^,ffil7 


507,886.818 


;|^      States  and  Territories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts.. 
Rhode  Island . . . 
Connecticut  — 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania... 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Norih  Carolina . 
South  Carolina.. 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas  

Arlcansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia . . 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Blinnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

CaUf omia 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 


Hogs. 


Number. 


647, 
104, 
865, 
60, 
80, 
47, 

108, 
085, 

88, 
168, 
485, 
410, 
106, 
484, 

01, 
801, 
868, 
116, 
4,060, 
884, 
686, 
4*M, 

4,{Xm. 
8,iai. 

l,10Ci, 

7S1, 
U2 

8,96*'. 

8,SfiO 

l,lli 

m^ 

2i2 


Average 
price. 


8.00 
8.04 
8.04 
8.81 
8.67 
8.88 
8.88 
8.88 
8.08 
8.06 
8.87 
8.40 
1.87 
1.78 
1.47 
1.87 
1.48 
1.45 
1.58 
1.45 
1.40 
1.78 
8.98 
8.58 
8.71 
8.81 
8.70 
8.67 
8.41 
8.86 
8.45 
1.70 
1.78 
1.86 
1.88 
1.78 
8.80 
8.85 
1.80 
8.58 


Value. 


Number. 


1,648,176 

678,606 

1,111,041 

101,160 

78,851 

188,851 

6,140,774 

808,084 

8,884,788 

67,048 

407,805 

1,065,857 

575,718 

180, 08^ 

086,005 

171, 9W 

486,554 

867,800 

178,877 

6,740,815 

884,805 

007,861 

1,108,586 

8,088,818 

11,017,657 

6,000,068 

8.065,408 

8,065.160 

1,00^,805 

750.105 

1.888,558 

l,984,5iB 

1,807,115 

681,717 

7,458,104 

5,105,804 

1,044,600 

8,608,151 

1,107,865 

600,747 


78,188 

51.670 

77,117 

65,814 

18,660 

61,778 

070,586 

186,068 

1,087,758 

48,654 

270,141 

827,660 

1,270,108 

588,176 

1,540,581 

885,474 

1,408,671 

1,813,557 

081,806 

8,810,710 

1,500,127 

8,088.877 

454,417 

2,147,710 

3,748,480 

006,256 

8,871,066 

6,275,000 

080,008 

588,808 

6,750,000 

5,800,000 

8,784.106 

8,864,480 

647,000 

2»,]87 

80,844 

88,106 

16,118 

458,875 


Average 
price. 


0.78 
10.56 
0.86 
11.07 
0.60 
0.68 
8.70 
0.52 
8.06 
6.81 
6.50 
4.15 
8.76 
4.14 
8.76 
8.58 
8.50 
8.16 
8.48 
8.08 
8.61 
8.07 
4.40 
^.08 
6.88 
6.04 
6.80 
7.45 
7.48 
0.05 
7.54 
4.78 

7.06 
5.50 
5.18 
5.86 
7.40 
6.00 
7.16 


Value. 


714,090 
545,888 
714.486 
728,044 

1 ,  7^\  ana 
3,41?,  ma 

5,887.4715 

810,*^TB 

fi.08H.*7T 

4, 144.  .'vsm 

4,  (m.  vsi 

0,f*is,  Tr.4 
18,i*ia.r4Jli 

16,848,416 

80.817,740 

7.310.875 

8,681,574 

60.088,000 

84,585,600 

14,686,148 

16,088,584 

8,610,»« 

1,165,084 

106,  aoB 

807,964 

00,  UTS 

8,848,886 
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Table  blowing  the  estimated  number  of  animals  on  farms^  etc, — Ck>ntinue(L 


Sheep. 

Hogs. 

States  and  Territories. 

Number. 

Average 
price. 

Value. 

Number. 

Average 
price. 

Value. 

Idaho 

874.800 

1,881,500 

8,514,478 

1,468.500 

660.888 

565,307 

$2.40 
1.48 
1.14 
1.90 
1.84 
2.10 

$890,786 
8,448,415 
4,001,579 
2,798,674 
i;084,820 
1,187,217 

65.000 
28,406 
21,985 
60,148 
95,607 
2,744 

$7.60 
a48 
5.48 
8.68 
6.00 
9.16 

$487,600 

198,842 
120,204 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

482,989 

Washington 

582,066 

Wj'omtng 

26,186 

Total 

43,599,079 

2.18 

90,640,869 

50,801,692 

5.79 

291,807,198 

CONDITION  OF  FARM  ANIMALS. 

HORSES. 

The  condition  of  horses  at  the  close  of  the  winter  of  1888-'89  is  bet- 
ter than  usual,  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  season.  It  is  repre- 
sented by  the  average  percentage  98.4,  an  unusually  high  figure. 
The  lowest  average  is  in  New  Mexico,  which  returns  5  per  cent,  be- 
low normal.  The  Southwestern  States  report  their  horses  three 
Soints  below  full  condition,  as  well  as  Georgia  and  Alabama;  and 
Few  Hampshire  and  Vermont  make  the  same  averages.  The  bad 
weather  or  September  in  New  England,  the  frosted  herbage  and  in- 

i'ured  corn,  were  not  a  good  preparation  for  wintering  horses.  Da- 
:ota  also  suffered  from  early  frost,  and  reports  a  general  average  of 
96.  Ohio  and  Illinois,  at  98,  show  good  condition,  but  slightly 
lower  than  many  other  States.  As  a  whole,  the  condition  of  horses 
shows  how  favorable  the  season  has  been,  and  with  what  care  and 
liberality  of  feeding  our  farmers  treat  this  favorite  and  valuable 
animal. 

The  cases  in  which  any  serious  disease  has  been  prevalent  over  any 
considerable  district  are  remarkably  few  in  number.  The  usual  list 
of  diseases  is  reported.  Diseases  of  a  contagious  nature  are  rej^orted 
in  a  few  localities.  Pink-eye  is  mentioned  occasionally,  the  cases 
generally  appearing  in  a  mild  form  and  in  the  middle  latitudes.  An 
occasional  mention  of  glanders  is  made.  Attacks  of  charbon  and 
deaths  from  buffalo  gnats  are  less  frequent  than  usual  in  the  South- 
west. Pneumonia,  lung  fever  and  other  lung  diseases,  strangles,  diph- 
theria, laryngitis  and  other  diseases  of  the  throat,  catarrhal  fever, 
catarrh,  nasal  gleet,  kidney  troubles,  congestion  of  the  bowels,  influ- 
enza, coughs,  colds,  rheumatism,  brain  fever,  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, farcy,  sweeny,  ''  bi^  head,"  "  big  shoulder,"  a  few  cases  of  skin 
disease,  and  a  few  of  hydrophobia  are  diseases  mentioned,  some  of 
them  as  prevalent  in  one  county  or  more,  but  none  of  them  as  pre- 
vailing over  large  districts  or  in  any  considerable  number  of  local- 
ities. 

The  losses  from  all  causes  for  the  entire  country  average  1.5  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  1.8  a  year  ago.  The  table  on  losses  given  De- 
low,  when  compared  with  the  corresponding  table  for  last  year, 
shows  a  noticeaole  reduction  in  the  percentage  in  many  of  the  States 
and  Territories  in  which  animals  are  provided  with  comparatively 
little  shelter  through  the  winter  season.    There  are  States  and  Ter- 
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ritories  in  which  there  is  little  or  no  reduction,  or  even  an  increase, 
in  the  percentage;  while  the  reduction  is  quite  marked  in  some  of 
the  States  in  which  the  provisions  for  shelter  are  generally  good. 


states  and  Territories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts  . . 
Rhode  Island  ... 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina.. 
South  Carolina.. 

Georjfia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arlcansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia. . . 
Kentucky 


Horses. 

Loases. 

Per 
cent. 

Number. 

96,754 

1.0 

068 

80,876 

1.7 

866 

86,962 

1.0 

870 

66,498 

1.2 

798 

10,156 

1.1 

112 

50,369 

1.6 

806 

680,758 

1.7 

11,573 

a5,a4i 

1.3 

1,239  1 

m>,92i 

1.4 

8,418  1 

28,000 

1.5 

846 

181,019 

1.8 

1,711 

246,969 

1.6 

8,705 

1.51,305 

1.6 

2,268 

66,955 

1.4 

987 

112,261 

1.5 

1,684 

83,725 

2.5 

848 

183,470 

2.0 

8,669 

188,087 

1.6 

2  209 

2,078 

123,206 

1.7 

1,828,867 

2.0 

26,477 

187,153 

2.2 

4,117 

808.860 

1.4 

4,288 

189.664 

•1.6 

2.095 

896,548 

1.6 

6,877 

States  and  Territories. 


Ohio 

Michigan . . . 

Tndiftna 

nUnois 

Wisconsin  . . 
Minnesota.. 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kft"W8 

Nebraska... 
California  .. 

Oregon 

Nc%^ada 

Colorado  ... 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Montana.... 
New  Mexico 

Utah 

Washington 
Wyoming  .. 

Total.. 


Horses. 

Losses. 

Per 
cent. 

Number. 

701,461 

1.1 

7,n6 

468,502 

1.8 

6,096 

648,188 

1.6 

9,788 

1,091,286 

1.0 

10,912 

425,088 

1.5 

6,876 

890,874 

1.4 

6,478 

1,068,178 

1.6 

10,851 

797,746 

1.5 

11.966 

660,289 

1.2 

71988 

488,629 

1.8 

6,687 

868,400 

1.2 

4,421 

181,899 

1.1 

1,996 

61,018 

2.8 

1,428 

180,083 

1.4 

1,820 

29,700 

1.2 

856 

264,781 

1.8 

8.448 

186.600 

1.8 

1.688 

800,458 

1.5 

8,007 

42.660 

8.7 

1.876 

iaj,761 

1.8 

1.608 

98.044 

1.8 

i,m 

108,900 

1.8 

1.80^ 

18,668,294 

1.5 

100,807 

CATTLE. 

Cattle  come  out  of  winter  quarters  in  unusually  high  condition  both 
as  regards  flesh  and  general  health.  Hay  and  forage  were  gener- 
ally abundant,  the  winter  comparatively  mild,  especially  in  sections 
where  the  loss  from  stress  of  weather  is  usually  greatest,  and  as  a 
consequence  vigor  was  well  maintained  during  the  winter  months. 
Spring  pasturage  was  available  earlier  than  usual  in  nearly  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  with  the  present  good  status  of  stock  the 
coming  season  should  be  a  prosperous  one  to  stock  ^rowers,  at  least 
so  far  as  the  health  and  exemption  from  losses  of  tne  herds  is  con- 
cerned. There  are  occasional  reports  of  poor  condition,  but  usually 
from  very  limited  areas  and  from  purely  local  causes.  Scarcity  of 
food  and  consequent  thinness  in  flesh  is  the  usual  complaint,  with 
some  references  to  poor  condition  resulting  from  exposure  in  spite  of 
the  comparatively  mild  winter.  These  unfavorable  returns  are,  how- 
ever, very  scattering,  and  serve  mainly  to  show  by  contrast  the  gen- 
eral high  averages. 

As  usual,  condition  is  highest  in  New  England  and  the  Northern 
Middle  States,  attributable  almost  entirely  to  the  care  in  housing 
and  f  eediujg  stock  which  is  shown  in  this  section.  In  spite  of  a  more 
rigorous  climate  and  longer  winter-feeding  season,  our  returns,  vear 
after  year,  show  better  status  here  than  in  those  sections  which  by 
nature  are  more  favored.  Proper  feed  and  shelter  are  provided,  and 
the  increased  care  and  attention  necessary  are  fully  repaid  by  the 
better  health  and  fattening  possibilities  of  tlie  stock.  Animals  im- 
derf ed  and  exposed  to  winter  blasts  are  so  reduced  in  vitality  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  summer  is  passed  in  recovering  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  abuse,  and  their  existence  becomes  a  constant  struggle, 
WhUe  pasturage  exists  they  are  storing  up  vitality  to  be  needlessly 
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wasted  during  the  inclement  season,  growth  is  checked,  and  full  de- 
velopment made  impossible. 

The  present  returns  show  that  along  the  Atlantic  coast  as  far 
south  as  Virginia,  condition,  as  regards  healthfulness  and  flesh,  is 
almost  perfect.  With  100  representing  perfect  condition,  only  two 
States  fall  below  99,  a  condition  seldom  reported  over  so  largje  an 
area.  In  the  Gulf  States,  where  less  feed  and  shelter  are  required, 
and  less  than  necessarjr  are  always  given,  the  returns  are  lower,  the 
whole  district  not  varying  far  from  96.  North  of  the  Ohio  River  the 
effect  of  better  care  is  visible,  the  averages  ranging  from  97  to  99. 
In  the  ranch  regions,  where  usually  condition  is  low  as  cattle  enter 
upon  spring  pasture,  the  present  returns  show  how  favorable  the 
past  winter  has  been.  In  this  section  the  attention  paid  to  the  se- 
curing of  winter  feed  and  shelter  is  steadily  increasing,  and  the  an- 
nual losses  as  steadily  decreasing. 

Less  than  the  usual  run  of  bovine  diseases  are  mentioned  by  corre- 
spondents, and  there  have  been  no  epidemics  or  serious  loss  from  any 
wide-spread  disease.  Disorders  have  been  local  and  isolated  in  charac- 
ter, and  have  appeared  among  individual  herds  rather  than  in  counties 
or  even  smaller  definite  districts. 

Blackleg  is  occasionally  met  with  among  young  and  thrifty  cattle, 
especially  where  pastured  on  low,  rich  ground.  Murrain,  a  name  in- 
cluding many  different  and  obscure  disorders,  is  mentioned  in  a  num- 
ber of  counties  in  the  States  from  Alabama  to  Arkansas,  but  the  loss 
has  been  slight,  generally  much  less  than  usual.  Diseases  following 
from  exposure,  wet  weather,  and  occasionally  insufficient  food,  are 
mentioned  locally  in  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi.  Chaxbon 
and  the  bite  of  the  buffalo  gnat  cause  annually  3ome  loss  m  Louisiana, 
but  the  present  reports  make  very  little  complaint  from  these  causes. 

Pleuro-pneumonia  is  mentioned  less  frequently  than   for  many 

J^ears.  Neither  the  disease  nor  anything  mistaken  for  it  is  men- 
ioned  in  any  State  except  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Maryland, 
and  in  these  States  almost  invariably  in  counties  adjacent  to  the 
large  cities  which  have  heretofore  been  centers  of  infection.  This 
disease  has  been  persistently  and  successfully  fought,  and  to  all  ap- 
pearances is  in  a  tair  way  to  be  stamped  out  entirely.  When  men- 
tioned by  our  correspondents,  it  is  usually  with  a  statement  that  it 
is  under  control  and  that  no  alarm  is  felt.  The  report  from  Burling- 
ton County,  N.  J.,  fairly  represents  the  tenor  of  tne  rejpK)rts  from  all 
other  coimties  where  the  disease  is  noted.  It  says:  "While  no  dis- 
ease can  be  said  to  be  unusually  prevalent,  pleuro-pneumonia  was 
introduced  on  some  farms  by  purchased  stock,  but  it  has  been 
promptly  met  by  isolation  and  the  slaughter  of  those  affected.  We 
are  favored  with  medical  officials,  alert  and  skillful,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  restraint  and  eradication  of  the  disease." 

The  correspondent  for  San  Benito  County,  Cal.,  thus  reports 
the  ravages  of  an  obscure  disease:  "  On  the  Topo  grant,  lying in^oth 
San  Benito  and  Monterey  Counties,  nearly  all  died.  Experts  differ 
about  what  the  disease  was,  some  calling  it  Texas  fever^  others  an- 
thrax or  murrain." 

Losses  of  cattle  from  disease,  exposure,  and  all  causes  during  the 
past  year  have  been  very  light.  A  mild  yrinter  and  generally  suffi- 
cient forage  have  jointly  materially  lowered  the  usual  death-rate. 
Last  year  the  losses  were  spoken  of  as  considerably  under  the  average 
for  a  series  of  years;  the  present  returns  make  the  aggregate  loss,  in 
spite  of  the  increased  numbers  of  cattle,  still  smaller,  or  less  than 
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one  and  a  quarter  million  head,  against  nearly  one  and  a  half  million. 
The  loss,  both  by  percentages  and  by  actual  numbers,  is  largest  in  the 
South  and  in  the  Territories,  but  in  almost  every  State  it  is  reported 
less  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  By  far  the  larger  part  of  it  is 
due  to  exposure  and  partial  starvation.  The  loss  in  New  England 
and  the  North  Atlantic  States  ranges  from  1  to  2  per  cent.,  in  the 
South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  from  2.1  to  3.5,  except  in  Florida, 
where,  on  account  of  the  excessive  rain-fall  of  the  winter,  mortality 
reached  the  unusual  figure  of  5.5  per  cent.  The  States  of  the  Ohio 
Valley  and  the  Northwest  return  small  loss;  less  than  2  per  cent. 
West  of  the  Mississippi,  as  usual,  it  was  greater,  ranging  from  1.8 
in  Kansas  to  4.2  in  New  Mexico.  The  average  loss  for  the  country 
was  2.4  per  cent,  of  all  cattle,  a  figure  much  lower  than  the  average 
for  a  series  of  years.  The  loss  during  1887-'88  was  2.9;  that  reported 
for  188G-'87,  4.4,  against  4  for  1885-'86,  and  4.2  for  1884-'85. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  aggregate  number  of  cattle  in 
each  State  and  Territory,  with  the  percentage- and  the  aggregate  of 
loss  in  each: 


StAtes  and  Territories. 


Milch  cows,  I 

oxen,  and   |         i 
other  cattle.  Per 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . 
Rhode  Island.... 

Oonnecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey  

Pennsylvania  . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Vii^nia 

North  Carolina. . 
South  Carolina. . 

Georsfia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas  

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia. . . 
Kentucky 


I  States  and  Territories. 


i 


850,867 
241,681 
418,092 
387,898 
86,890 
241,993 

2,804,990 
250,217 

l,'iW,OSl 
56,820 
274,459 
078,005 
606,797 
861,640 
927,662 

o»r,o88 

756,765 

7a*,»jr 

450.804 
7,923,090 
8£M,559 
841,814 
460,112 
&t2,971 


Number. 


1.8 

1.1 

1.2 

1.0 

1.0 

1.8 

2.0 

1.9 

1.8 

1.2 

1.8 

1.9 

1  2.2 

2.1 

I  8.4 

5.5 

3.0 

1  3.2 

i  3.4 

3.5 

!  2.6 

!  1.7 

;  2.0 

r.i.s 


4.672 
2,65.S 
5,017 
2,879 
309 
4,356 

47,900 
4,754 

28,387 
670 

12,898 
14.670 

7,594 
81.  Ml 
85,040 
22.709 
23,514 
15,827 
277, 32U 
21,430 
14,811 

9,202 
15,173 


Ohio 

Michifiraii   ... 

I  Indiana 

j  nilnois 

Wisconsin  . . 
i  Minnesota  . . . 

loxva 

I  Missouri 

;  Kansas 

Nebraska 

California  . . . 

<  >reRoa 

Nevada 

Colorado  — 

Arizona     . . . 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Montana 

New  Mexico . 

Utah 

\Va.shington  . 

Wyoming 


Total  . 


Milch  cows,  I 

oxon.and  I 
other  cattle.'  Per 
I  cent. 


1,741,346 

968,810 

1,485,901 

2,605,802 

1,246,573 

970,044 

8,888,848 

2,181,007 

2,315,994 

l,58r,077 

985,17«I 

692,839 

873,957 

1,098,280 

467,624 

1,050,986 

447,680 

993,078 

1,408,180 

47J,823 

888,441 

1,115,496 


1.5 

1.8 

2.0 

1.9 

i  1.9 

1  2.0 

11.6 

'  2.0 

'  2.2 
2.3 
2.0 
8.5 
8.0 
8.5 
2.0 
2.0 
2.5 
4.2 
8.7 
2.5 
2.7 


50,881,042 


2.4 


Number. 


26,120 
17,340 
29,718 
47,601 
28,686 
19,401 
64,214 
48,620 
41,688 
84,929 
22,650 
13,817 
18,068 
82,798 
16,017 
21,060 
8.962 
24,840 
58. 082 
17,531 

9,ni 

80,118 


1,210,216 


SHEEP. 


The  past  season  has  been  very  favorable  to  the  condition  of  sheep, 
which  averages  for  the  entire  country  97.4  on  the  basis  of  100  as  the 
standard  of  normal  healthfulnes^  ana  average  condition  as  to  flesh. 

But  little  serious  disease  is  reported  from  any  part  of  the  country, 
but  the  plague  of  sheep-killing  dogs  is  unabated,  and  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  these  animals  as  a  cause  of  loss  to  sheep-owners  is  even  less 
disputable  than  usual.  Their  ravages  are  most  general  in  the  South, 
but  a  number  of  counties  in  Northern  States  report  exceedingly 
heavy  losses  from  their  depredations. 

The  percentage  of  losses  during  the  twelve  months  from  April  1, 
1888,  to  April  1,  1889,  has  been  light,  being  only  3,8  as  compared 
with  4.6  for  the  twelve  months  ended  a  year  ago.  In  all  the  States 
and  Territories  except  eight  the  percentage  of  losses  is  reduced,  and 
in  a  number  of  cases  the  reduction  is  large. 
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States  and  Territories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . 
Rhode  Island  . . . 

Oonnecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina  . 
South  Carolina  . 

Georjria 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia... 
Kentucky 


.1 
Losses.         1 

Number. 



Per 
cent. 

Number. 

547,725 

2.6 

14,8*1 

194,778 

8.0 

8,805 

865,770 

2.3 

8.413 

60,506 

1.8 

1,071 

20,485 

1.5 

807 

47,881 

2.5 

1,181 

1,548,486 

2.7 

41,808 

108,170 

1.6 

1,648 

065,646 

3.0 

28,000  1 

88,294 

2.0 

446 

168,841 

2.2 

8,349 

485,846 

8.5 

15,255 

419,009 

8.7 

15,606 

105,187 

8.6 

3,787  1 

4»i,588 

6.0 

25.476 

91,960 

5.9 

5,486 

801,803 

4.5 

18,669 

252,787 

4.6 

11,628 

116,844 

4.7 

6,468 

4,650.451 

4.2 

195,607 

281,570 

4.0 

8,088 

526,086 

8.8 

80,023 

484,438 

3.6 

17,440 

805,078 

8.8 

80,687 

States  and  Territories. 


Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin  . . . 
Minnesota  . . . 

Iowa 

Missomi 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California . . . 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Colorado 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Montana 

New  Mexico . 

Utah 

Washington  . 
Wyoming 


Total 42,609,079 


Number. 


066,656 
184,184 
480,000 
778,468 
798,148 
887,500 
640,700 
100,444 
780,622 
342,000 
066,000 
050,481 
694.046 
114,032 
666,147 
842,117 
874,800 
801,600 
514,473 
468,600 
660,883 
565,207 


Per 


8.8 
2.6 
8.2 
8.0 
8.5 
8.0 
3.6 
8.0 
8.6 
8.8 
4.8 
4.8 
6.0 
6.0 
4.4 
8.8 
8.0 
8.8 
5.0 
6.5 
2.9 
8.0 


Number. 


184,168 
55,487 
45,440 
88,204 
27,760 
10,186 
18,926 
48,868 
18,994 
9,576 

166,168 

1  4,806 
84,708 
55,747 
89,800 
7,748 
11,817 
44,688 

175,784 
80,768 
16,866 
16,960 


8.8     1,688,586 


HOGS. 

Hogs  have  shared  with  other  classes  of  farm  animals  in  the  ad- 
•vantages  of  a  mild  winter  with  abundant  food.  They  are  now  in  gen- 
erally better  condition  as  to  health  and  flesh  than  usual  at  this  time. 

The  ravages  of  diseases  have  been  much  smaller  than  usual  during 
the  year,  while  losses  from  exposure  and  other  causes  have  been 
practically  nothing.  Cholera,  a  designation  which  is  made  to  include 
almost  any  fatal  disorder,  is  as  usual  reported  from  almost  every 
section  of  the  country,  but  only  in  scattered  localities  was  the  loss 
heavier  than  usual. 

The  aggregate  of  loss  amounts  to  3,105,513  head,  or  6.2  per  cent, 
of  the  wnole  number.  This  percentage  is  smaller  than  for  recent 
years,  the  returns  for  1888  making  it  7.8;  for  1887,  13.4;  for  1886, 13, 
and  for  1885,  9.1.  The  following  statement  shows  both  the  aggre- 
gate number  and  the  losses  of  the  year: 


states  and  Terri- 
tories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . . 
Rhode  Island . . . . 

Oonnecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina  . . 
South  Carolina... 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

liOuisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

WeetVhrginia.... 
Kentucky 


Number. 


78,188 

51,679 

77,117 

65,814 

18,659 

61,77rt 

679,586 

186,008 

1,087,758 

48,654 

270, 141 

827,589 

1,279,108 

588,176 

1,.V40,581 

886,474 

1,408,<71 

1,318,557 

681,803 

2,210,710 

1,560,127 

8,008,377 

464,417 

2,147,71ti 


Losses. 


Per 
cent. 


J.  8 
1.8 
1.6 
1.8 
1.5 
1.4 
8.5 
2.0 
2.8 

10.0 
4.1 
5.0 
6.8 
7.5 

18.0 

18.5 

11.0 
8.0  I 
0.0  I 
.'i.5  ; 

10.5  I 
0.7  I 
4.8  ' 
6.3 


Number. 


051 

080 

1,157 

840 

205 

865 

16,088 

3,721 

28,868 

t/165 

n^70 

■?1.:i79 

rji  1  r .  i39 

■vKm 
r.i,  104 
iii:i..<05 

121.589 
164,758 
197,728 
21,812 
183,806 


states  and  Terri- 
tories. 


Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nr>-.r^^!:n  ,... 

<^'irNl  I  ■!  5;ni 

On'jy;ic*ii     . , . . . 

Nev-iidfl 

Ctjlopadii 

Ar  17,01111 

iJflkom 

IdcJio 

Mijotaiwj 

Nuw  Ht^xlco  . 

T^tah 

^v^l3hillicl♦>n.. 
^Vyomtui^   ... 


Total 50,801,698 


Number. 


►,748,486 

006,255 

1,871.086 

i,;rr.,.«) 

U««^<i08 

i-OO 

1 00 
105 

m 

lOO 
187 

[08 
!18 
>*75 
iW 
rOB 
^85 
148 
r.07 
744 


28, 
4.^ir 

m 


Per 


8.8 
8.8 
6.6 
6.0 
4.6 
8.4 
6.0 
6.7 
6.8 
6.6 
2.5 
2.8 
2.0 
2.0 
2.5 
8.4 
8.0 
2.5 
6.7 
6.0 
2.6 
2  6 


ICumbor. 


6.2 


10-1.441 

80,844 

164,121 

816,600 

45,494 

17,768 

887,500 

848,400 

158,58; 

124,547 

16, 175 

5,178 

406 

668 

408 

15,488 

1  960 

585 

1,470 

8,507 

2,486 

60 


8,106,518 
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COMMERCIAL  MOVEMENT  OF  FARM  ANIMALS. 

The  receipts  and  shipments  of  cattle  reported  at  Chicago,  Saint 
Louis,  Kansas  City,  and  Peoria  for  the  years  1878  and  1888,  respect- 
ively, are  as  follows: 


aties. 

1878. 

Cities. 

1888. 

Receipts. 

ShipmentB. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Chicftffo 

1,088,068 
406,885 
176,344 
86,088 

000,106 

861,788 

181,761 

48,886 

Chicago     

SaintLouis.           .... 

8,611,548 

516,876 

1,066,086 

70,448 

068,866 

SaintLouiB 

SS;SS 

Kanftas  Cltj  

Kansas  City '. 

pwia.:.. ..:..::::: : 

1  Peoria. 

wiSm 

1 

The  receipts  at  these  markets  have  much  more  than  doubled  in 
ten  years,  increasing  from  1,700,736  to  4,284,952,  a  gain  of  2,584,217. 
The  shipments  have  advanced  more  slowly,  from  1,134,918  to  2,056,- 
173,  a  gain  of  921,255.  Chicago  has  maintained  ascendency,  keeping 
nearly  the  old  proportion  of  shii)ments.  Kansas  City  advanced  from 
175,344  to  1,056,086,  a  rate  of  increase  much  greater  than  that  of 
Chicago.  The  differences  between  receipts  and  shipments  if  they 
represented  the  entire  trade  of  each  market,  as  they  do  not  exactly, 
would  show  the  number  slaughtered  in  each  place,  both  for  local 
consumption  and  for  shipment  as  dressed  beef  and  beef  products. 

The  receipts  of  cattle  at:  sea-board  cities  are  less  than  they  were  ten 
years  ago,  a  fact  not  due  to  a  decrease  in  consumption  or  Western 
beef,  but  to  a  radical  change  in  its  transportation  to  Aarket.  The 
suffering  and  deterioration  incident  to  live-stock  transit  by  railway, 
and  the  greater  expense  of  transportation,  have  given  an  impetus  to 
dressed-meat  shipments  in  refrigerator  cars,  the  results  of  which  are 
exhibited  in  the  figures  showing  decline  in  Western  shipments  and 
in  sea-board  receipts. 

The  aggregate  receipts  at  the  principal  Eastern  cities  continued  to 
increase  till  1880,  and  have  declined  auite  steadily  since,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  fully  one-third  of  the  total  for  that  date.  The  following  table 
gives  the  record  since  1885,  except  that  those  of  last  year  are  not 
available: 

Receipts  and  shipments  of  Western  markets. 


Chicago. 

SaintLouis. 

Kansas  City. 

Peoria. 

Tears. 

Receipts. 

Ship- 
ments. 

Beoeipta. 

Ship- 
ments. 

Receipts. 

Ship- 
ments. 

Receipts. 

87,611 
40,588 
80.rr4 
86,088 
48,000 
48  086 
40,814 
84  807 
87,617 
87,881 
81.716 
40,181 
60,770 
70  448 

^X 

1876 

080,848 
1,006,746 
1,068,151 
1,068,068 
1,815,788 
1,888,477 
1  406  550 
1,688,580 
1878  044 
1,817,607 
1,005,518 
1,068,000 
8,888.008 
8.611,548 

006,584 
787,784 
^408 
600,108 
786,008 
886,014 
088,718 
081,000 
066,768 
791,884 
744,098 
704,675 
701,488 
968,885 

885,743 
849,048 
411,060 
406,885 
480,664 
484,780 
606  868 
448,100 
405,000 
460,717 
886,880 
»rr,  550 
464,888. 
546,875 

816,701 
880,480 
861,566 
861  788 
886,855 
888  879 
808,008 
188,486 

815,488 
888,840 
818068 
877,410 
886,806 

174,754 
188,878 
815  768 
175,844 
811,415 
844,700 

480,671 
460,780 
688,686 
506,687 
400, 9n 
660,884 
1,066,066 

186,868 
180,840 
186,570 
181,761 
166,881 
194,481 
888,080 
850,018 
887,506 
448,001 

3^1850 
488,878 
688,688 

88,681 

igre 

%719 

1877.:::.:::.::::.: 

81  888 

1878 

48M 

1870 

41,480 

1880        

41,841 

1881 

86,806 

1888 

88.865 

1888 

84;iao 

1884 

1885 

»;oi4 

1886 

88  00(7 

1887 

SSiSS 

1^:... .::::::::: 
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Yean. 

New  York. 

Boston. 

146,866 
180,969 
156,907 
188,386 
163,556 
230,070 
204,928 
180,900 
161,162 
139,292 
112,995 
113..S16 
99,5tM 

Philadel- 
phia. 

Baltimore. 

Total. 

1876        

467,067 
467,788 
607,888 
548,687 
575,159 
679,987 
692.570 
628,  »18 
674,688 
612,976 
662.447 
613,470 
4(M,048 

168,880 
190,660 
806,470 
188,600 
216,780 
218,606 
225,521 
168,800 
886,060 
154,250 
194,644 
176,025 
128,887 

118,679 

188,909 
122,174 
92,614 
94,849 
105,008 
90,870 
96,867 
85,166 

867,861 

1876! 

1877             

968,687 
980,071 

1878 

1,088,847 

1879 

1,186,884 
1,867,641 

1880          

1881 

1,245,106 

18ttt     

1.016,667 

1883                    

1,166,108 

1884 

1,011,620 

1885 

1880 

000,066 
800,168 

1887 

805,006 

SHEEP. 


TiiG  increase  in  receipts  of  sheep  from  521,592  in  1878  to  2,336,377 
in  1888,  indicates  a  rapidly  enlarging  consumption  of  mutton.  While 
the  difference  between  receipts  and  shipments  is  very  marked,  show- 
ing a  large  consumption  in  Western  markets,  the  receipts  of  sneep  at 
the  sea-board,  instead  of  falling  off  like  those  of  cattle,  show  a  ma- 
terial advance  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  records  of  receipts,  West- 
em  and  Eastern,  are  as  follows: 

Receipts  and  shipments  of  Western  markets. 


Years. 

Chicago. 

Saint  Louis. 

Kansas  aty. 

Peoria. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

1876 

1876 

418,048 

364,095 

810,  »tO 

310,420 

^86,119 

886,810 

408.624 

688,887 

740,917 

874,408 

1,006,598 

1.008,790 

1.860,862 

1,616,014 

848,604 
105,085 
155,864 
156,727 

186,679 
157,881 
800,502 

»7,784 
67,886 
87,609 
74,483 
88,088 
98,588 
170,805 
846  071 

86,887 
65,046 
48,100 
88,700 
61,684 
00,611 
70,084 
fin  7A1 

17,748 
28,460 
88,880 
30,488 
47,788 
86,886 
61,078 
.^8,658 
61,979 
106,978 
115,756 
88!S84 

8,816 
4068 
8,688 
6,377 
6,8Ui 
7,040 
11,870 

a^6n 

0,688 
0,066 
0,406 

1ft  Tfift 

8,160 
5,870 
8  870 
6,876 
6,760 
0,610 
6750 
10,008 
10,066 
8  160 
0,174 
18,076 

1877 

1878 

1879 

160,266       182!  MM 

1880 

166,510 
868,988 
814,200 
801,680 
890,362 
860.277 
866,912 
445,094 
601,241 

806,969 
834,486 
448.180 
898,012 
380,822 
362.858 
888.965 
417,425 
466,669 

iSi  .:..:::. 

18^ 

1888 

817*370       1191666 
848,545       887,964 
888.391       221,801 
808,7%       172,660 
887,018       200,066 
816,676       851.050 

1884 

1886 

1886 

1887 

108,186  1      88;228 
160,088        18  &u 

1888 

Receipts  at  Eastern  cities. 


1ST.1.. 

i»rfl. . 
i^rrr. , 

1978.. 
1870,, 

\mi. 

IHSjl.. 
18H2., 
iHHft. 

IfWIV, 

i!*5: 


Years. 


Xt?ir  York. 


Ip^3lt,9C]8 
1«2U,U86 
lJfit,Ufi7 
t,a<0.6^ 

i,507,r8e 
i,firifi.35ft 

2.141,774 


Bofitou^ 


87^,870 

IW6,547 
873,787 
473,237 
47fl,TH5 
600,82^ 

648.700 
608,991 

im,Q8i) 
501,476 


phia. 


4m  jm 

645, 8n> 
660,400 
€1<J,  460 
(m.4»4 

61(JX« 

m\w 

fllrj.  fiTB 
683.ti?9 
sea,  270 


BaRiiiiDre, 


I 


17P, 
'AUK 


Tbtal. 


i,  331, 713 

8j306.aHI 
SjS*i\742 
8,  MO.  351 
3.663.1185 

3,5ru.asr7 
a,si»i,4^ 

8,126,004 
8,4S2,327 
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SWINE. 


The  movement  of  swine  has  not  materially  increased  at  Western 
markets  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  exports  have  fallen  ofif,  offsetting 
the  increase  of  consumption  as  population  advances;  yet  the  Eastern 
receipts,  which  represent  the  consumption  of  a  population  continually 
increasing,  are  somewhat  larger  than  in  1878.  The  figures  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Beeeipta  and  shipments  of  Western  markets^ 


Years. 

Chicago. 

Saint  T/)ii{s. 

Kansas  City. 

Peoria. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

1875 

3,912,110 

l,r.H-M8 

l.l:n.«)6 
■;C.],a81 

l,.^yi,»6 
l,-M^^361 

1,       m 

1,         179 

1,      r88 

1,         »2 
1,         J15 

1,  t46 

2,  r84 

688,509 

877,100 

696,819 

1,451,684 

1.762.784 

1,840,684 

1,6?)8,153 

846,228 

1.15'i,7p5 

1,474,475 

1,465,585 

1    *2I'A  A71 

186,720 
282,876 
814,287 
528  027 

68,860 
158,777 
198,645 
A9fy  Tn 

16,790 

26,864 

15,978 

91,671 

208,851 

152,020 

195,524 

191,325 

818,879 

590,188 

801,108 

538,005 

684, 40S 

418,987 

139,047 
168,  &I6 
104,880 
885,500 
867,669 
804,107 
206,180 
161,980 
171.487 
178,902 
800,878 
875,000 
854,179 
244,195 

96,269 
96,044 
87,470 
807,968 
880,096 
865,419 
1^6,078 
168,797 
146,120 
109,440 
186,780 
214  960 

1878 

1877 

1878 

4,190,006 
4,085,970 
6,889,654 

1879 

6,448,800 
7,060,865 
6,474,844 
5,817,604 
6,640.026 
5.851,907 
6.987.585 
6,718,761 
5,470.952 
4,921,712 

686;099       5881908 
770,709  1    076.477 
889,909   1.014,804 
264,584  1    Qfffi  nflA 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1868 

609,388 
078.874 
789.487 
580,862 
324,745 
294,869 

1,879,401 
1,728,586 
2,858,718 
2,261,484 
2,428,262 
2,008,964 

1884 

1885 

1880 

1887 

1888 

1,         »1    i;052;246 

1,       fio     gsa.s8D 

195,481 

a)i,a6i 

' 

Receipts  at  Eastern  cities. 


Years. 

New  York. 

Boston. 

Philadel- 
phia. 

Baltimore. 

To»aL 

1876 

1,888,617 
1,222,057 
1,268.590 
1,794,589 
1,725,587 
1,719,187 
1,538,526 
1,866.848 
1,686,843 
1,697,480 
1,919,068 
1,960,656 
1,791,681 

831,989 
861,317 
880,601 
510,482 
582,615 
601,839 
708.900 
816,535 
771,757 
785,261 
790,882 
980,787 
1,039,098 

848,800 
289,900 
242,400 
282,060 
841,450 
846,960 
807,870 
186,800 
888,812 
811,404 
826,450 
838,849 
829,561 

279,681 
259,064 
322.945 
260,514 
356.584 
830,807 
888,551 
888,811 
271,148 
288,604 
865,881 
828,648 
604,619 

8,848,437 
8,188,988 
8,164,645 

1876 

1877 

1878 

8,847.545 
8,006,186 

1879 

1880 

8,004,806 
8,948,868 

1881 

18S2 

8.688,994 

1888 

8,018,400 
8,076,750 

1884 

1885 

8,801,8ai 

1880 

8,666,985 

1887 

8;  065;  408 

1888 

TRANSPORTATION  RATES. 

Complying  with  the  requirements  of  Congress,  this  Division  has 
published,  in  each  of  its  monthly  statistical  reports  throughout  the 
year,  through  and  local  rates  of  freight  upon  the  principal  products 
of  agriculture  and  articles  necessary  for  farm  cultivation,  from  im- 
portant points  of  shipment  to  large  market  centers,  by  rail  and 
water;  also  the  cost  of  transporting  our  surplus  products  to  foreign 
countries.  The  rates  presented  were  those  in  operation  upon  the 
first  day  of  each  month,  and  do  not  show  the  fluctuations  between 
the  reports. 
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The  through  rates,  Chicago  to  New  York  and  other  sea-board 
cities,  have  been  much  lower  during  the  past  year  than  those  for 
1887.  They  were  very  steady  and  well  maintained  until  about  June 
1,  when  there  seemed  to  be  a  tendency  toward  a  rate  war,  which 
continued  more  or  less  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

For  comparison,  the  following  table  is  presented,  showing  the 
rates  per  100  pounds  from  Chicago  lo  New  York  upon  the  first  day 
of  each  montn  for  the  five  years  ending  1884  to  1888,  inclusive: 


Months. 


January  1 . . . 
Februaryl.. 

Marchl 

Aprfll 

May  1 

June  1 

Julyl 

Au^rust  1 

September  1 
October  1 . . . 
November  1 
December  1. 


\        Months. 


January  1 . . , 
February  1 . 

March  1 

April  1 

May  1 

June  1 

Julyl 

August  1.... 
September  1 
October  1  . . . 
November  1 
December  1 


Cattle,  car-load. 


1884. 


60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
80 
80 
20 

ao 

80 
90 


1885. 


Cts. 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 

ao 

26 
85 
26 
25 
26 
26 


1886. 


Ct8. 

26 
26 
85 
85 
85 
86 
85 
85 
85 
85 
85 
85 


1887. 


eta. 

86 

85 

85 

85 

85 

85 

86 

35 

85 

85 

85 

16* 


1888. 


Sheep,  car-load. 


1884.11885. 


Cts. 
86 
86 
85 
85 
86 
25 
16* 
H 
10 
15 
15 
15 


Grain  and  flour,  car-load. 


1884.  1886.  1886.  1887.  1888. 


Cts. 
80 
80 
80 
15 
15 
15 
20 


25 


Cts. 
25 
26 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


Cts. 
80 
80 
80 
80 
26 
25 
26 
25 
26 
25 
25 
26 


Cts. 
27i 

27i 

2r* 

25 
26 
25 
25 
25 
25 
20 
20 


Cts. 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
50 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 


Cts. 
50 
50 
50 
CO 
50 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 


1866.!  1867.  1888.! 

! l__l 


Hogs,  car-load. 


Cts.l 

25  I 
25  , 
46 
45  ' 
45 

45 ; 

45 
45  ! 
41 
45 
45  ; 
45 


Cts.  I  Cts. ; 
45      40  I 


Lard  and  pork,  car-load. 


1884.  1885.!  1866.  1887.!  1888. 


as. 

85 
85 
85 
20 
20 
20 
25 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


Cts. 
80 
80 
80 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


Cts. 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


Cts.  Cts. 
85  88 
85   83 


1884. 


Cts 
85 
85 
85 
20 
20 
20 
2.'5 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

CU. 

CU. 

as. 

80 

80   851 

80 

80 

85 

80 

80 

85 

25 

80 

85 

25 

80   86 

25 

80  .  35 

20 

80   80 

25 

30   80 

26 

80   80 

25 

80   80 

25 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

1888. 


as. 


80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
18 
18 
18 
80 
25 


Dressed  beef,  car-load. 


188(.  1866.  1886.)  1887.  18F8. 


Cts. 
64 
M 
04 
64 
64 
48 
48 
48 
82 
82 
32 
82 


Cts.    Cts. 
48k   I  65 


Cts. 
65 
65 
66 
66 
65 
66 
26ito40 
7 
25 
85 
86 
85 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  tabl^  that  live*  cattle  and  dressed  beef 
were  the  articles  affected  the  most  by  this  fight,  and  that  the  rates  on 
this  traffic  were  lower  then  they  h^ve  been  for  the  past  five  years  at 
least,  if  not  ever  before.  Grain,  flour,  and  live-sheep  rates  were  not 
affected  but  remained  steady  at  25  cents,  while  the  rates  upon  live 
hogs  and  hog  products  fell  from  30  cents  July  1,  to  18  cents  August 
1,  advanced  to  30  cents  November  1,  and  fell  to  25  cents  December  1. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  average  rates  of  freight  upon 
com  and  wheat  from  Chicago  to  New  York,  via  the  three  great 
routes,  lake  and  canal,  lake  and  rail,  and  all  rail,  for  the  twelve 
years  1876  to  1887  inclusive. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  rates  for  1887  were  lower  than  those 
for  1886,  they  were  higher  than  they  were  in  1885.  The  rates  for 
1885  were  lower  than  for  a  great  many  years,  with  the  exception  of 
the  all  rail  rates,  which  were  the  same  as  for  1884. 
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V^an. 


im 

1878, 
1879, 
1880 
1881, 
1888 
1883 
1884 
1885 


Corn. 

Wheat. 

1 

67  lake  andiBy  lake  and 
canal           rail. 

By  aU  rail. 

( 

By  lake  and;By  lake  and 

canal.           rail. 

By   aU 
ran 

Cents. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

8.75 

10.79 

15.74 

9.88 

11.86 

10.80 

9.59 

14.06 

18.90 

11.09 

15.46 

20.60 

8.88 

10.58 

16.58 

0.96 

18.00 

17.70 

10.49 

12.20 

14.56 

11.87 

18.18 

17.74 

13.41 

14.48 

17.48 

18.18 

15.80 

19.80 

7.77 

9.42 

18.40 

8.67 

10.49 

14.40 

0.72 

10.88 

18.60 

7.28 

10.91 

14.47 

8.08 

11.00 

15.12 

9.01 

11.68 

•    16.20 

6.56 

8.80 

18.82 

7.00 

10.00 

18.20 

6.80 

8.01 

18.88 

6.54 

9.02 

18.20 

8.45 

11.20 

14.00 

9.10 

12.00 

15.00 

7.88 

11.90 

14.70 

8.68 

12.00 

15.75 

The  following  statement  shows  the  weekly  range  of  freights  on 
wheat  and  corn,  Chicago  to  Buffalo,  Buffalo  to  New  York,  and 
Chicago  to  New  York,  via  lakes  and  Erie  Canal,  for  the  years  1887 
and  1888  : 


[In  cents  per  bushel.] 


Erie  Canal,  Buffak>  to  New 
York. 


188 

8. 

Wheat. 

Corn. 

5 

8 

P 

8| 
8t 

3 

2 

It 

2 
8 

2 
2 

3 
2 

% 

2 

8» 

8^ 

H 

Chicago  to  New  York,  lake 
and  canal. 


1887. 


Wheat. 


8^ 
8 

91 


n 
S* 

7i 

7i 

? 

8 
8* 

m  i 

lOi- 

8i| 


Com. 


8* 
7f 
7t 

7i 
7* 

10 
8i 
7* 

i 

7 
9 


1886. 


Wheat. 


6 

5il 


Com. 


? 

I 


^ 


§ 


TRANSATLANTIC  RATES. 


The  co«t  of  transporting  our  surplus  wheat  to  foreign  markets 
during  the  year  1888  fluctuated  greatlv.  The  leverage  rate  for  the 
month  of  January  for  carrying  wheat  from  New  York  to  Liverpool 
was  4.83  cents  per  bushel.  This  average  decreased  monthly  until 
April;  when  the  rate  was  lower  than  at  any  time  during  the  year. 
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The  average  for  the  year  was  5.34  cents,  which  was  a  slight  decrease 
from  the  year  before,  and  the  lowest  average  since  1866.  The  rates 
given  are  steamer  rates,  no  business  being  done  by  sailing  vessels. 

Average  cost  per  bushel  for  transporting  wheat  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  from 

ISeO  to  1888,  indusive. 


[Fencd  reduced  to  cents  at  S  cents  per  penny.] 


Years. 

Steamer  ratoBB, 

Tears. 

Steamer  rates. 

1866 

1                 ' 
Fence.       Cents. 
4.74           9.48 
6.18          10.86 
7.18          14.86 
6  40          12  M 

1878 

! 
PeTiei.      Cents. 
7.61            15.22 

1887 

1870 

6  20            12  40 

1886 

1880 

6  88            11  76 

1869   !!!.:: 

1881          

4  08  .           8  16 

1870 

6.78 
8.16 
7.64 
10.56 
9.06 

11.66 
16.88 
15.28 
81.  IS  ; 

1ft  1A 

1888 

8*87  i           7*74 

^ ::::::::::::::::.:: ::::::. 

18H8 

4.54  ■           0  06 

1878 

1884  

8.40             6.80 

1878 

1885 

8  60             7  20 

iSS::::::::::::::::;::: :   : 

1886 

8  40             6*92 

1876     

8.0r  1        16.14  ; 
8.00  1        16.04 
6.96  1        18-86  1 

1887 .... 

2.71  '           5.42 
8.67             5  84 

1876 

1888 

1877 

L 

Average  monthly  prices  paid  for  carrying  grain  from  New  York  to  Liverpool  for 

five  years. 


MoaUuf. 


1834. 


AprJr . ., 

M«^.-.- 

June  .,,...„. 

July.... 

Aninwt.. ,,,.-........., - 

Sept^nili^ a.OO 

Octobi?!- .,. 4.00 

November  .     . . .  * , - 1    6.7t> 

DeicetQber. . . . .  ....... ^-....1    6.87 


1.77 
1.30 

a.ort 

4.71 
4.68 


I 


4,70 

9.4:0 
%^ 

H.O0 
31.58 

ia.74 


1885, 


4.41 

e.75 
a.  41 

3.1fl 

4.00 


10. 66 

a  85* 

6.60 

7.m 

4M 
iM 

7,  111) 
138 


1886. 


3.37 

i.43 
%M 
3.7tl 
4.75 
Si.  83 
1,S3 

4,00 
4.125 
4  60 


Centw, 

ii.7J5 
i.m 

4,83 

r.3S 
0,  :a 

S.flfl 
3.66 
5.8S 
8.0rj 

9.aa 


1089". 


P^Tvoe. 

4.01 
3,66 
3,16 
1.&0 
t,E8 
^.19 

%,m 

a.  00 
LFK 
3.00 
8.5t> 
3.0Q 


OmU. 

8.00 

8.16 
4M 
6.ifii 
6.00 
».d6 
4,00 
7.00 
6.00 


jssa 


8.41 

M 

.48 

M 

1.66 

1» 
6,88 
4.60 
4.00 
6.87 


0*Htt. 

8.M 

1.66 

1.38 

m'M 

100 
9.00 
11.75 


AGRICULTURAL  EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS. 
Exports  of  the  products  of  domestic  agricultitre,  1887  and  1888. 


Articles. 


AiUnaals,  living : 

Cattle number. . 

Hoics do. . . . 

Horses do 

Mttles do.... 

Sheep do ... . 

All  other,  and  fowls 

Animal  matter : 

Bones,  hoofs,  horns  and  hcMU  tips,  stripe, 
and  waste 

Casings  for  saosages 

Sags dozen  . . 

Qlue poimds.. 

Grease,  grease  scraps,  and  all  soap  ctock . . 

Hair  and  manufactores  of 

Hides  and  skills  other  than  furs 


1887. 


Quantities.        Value. 


106,459 

75,888 

1,611 

1,754 

121,701 


372,772 
275,862 


$9,172,186 
664,758 
861,607 
314,788 
254,725 
40,408 


162,058 
588,286 
60,686 
39,778 
849,908 
885,548 
766,665 


1868. 


Quantities. 


140,806 

28,706 

•4  968 

2,971 

148,817 


419,701 
856,899 


Vahie. 


111,577,678 
198,017 
412,774 
878,766 
280,490 
40,466 


198, 176 
766,186 
66,724 
46,778 
»!l4,rr7 
311,279 
078^829 
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Exports  of  the  products  of  domestic  agriculture,  1887  and  1888— CJontinued. 


Articles. 


1887. 


Quantltiee.         Value. 


1888. 


Quantittes.         Value. 


Animal  matter—Continued. 

Honey 

Oils: 

Lard gallons. . 

Other  animal do 

Provisions,   comprising  meat  and  dairy 
products: 
Meat  products- 
Beef  products- 
Beef,  canned pounds. . 

Beef,  fresh do 

Beef,  salted  or  pickled,  .do 

Beef,  other  cured do. . . . 

Tallow do 

Mutton do. . . . 

Oleoman^rine— 

Imitation  butter do 

The  oil do 

Pork  products- 
Bacon do 

Hams do 

Pork,  fresh do 

Pork,  salted  or  cured do 

Lard do 

Poultry  and  game 

All  other  meat  products 

Dail^  products- 
Butter  do 

Cheese do 

MUk 

Wax.  bees' do 

Wool,  raw do 

Total  value  of  animals  and  animal  matter. 

Bread  and  breadstuffs : 

Barley bushels. . 

Bread  and  biscuit pounds. . 

Indian  com bushels. . 

Indian  com  meal barrels. . 

Oats bushels. . 

Oatmeal pounds. . 

Rye bushels. . 

Rye  flour barrels. . 

wheat bushels. . 

Wheat  flour barrels. . 

All  other  breadstuffs  and  preparations  of, 
used  OS  food 


975,168 
WO,  870 


48,050,588 
88,560,874 
86,287,18K 

192, 191 
63,278,408 

871,572 

881,574 
45,712,985 

864,417,744 

65,606.211 

28,980 

85,869,867 

831,588,746 


12,531,171 
81,255,994 


90,860 
257,940 


1,805,800 

15,060,061 

40,907,252 

265,888 

440,288 

16,818,380 

867,256 

8,&11 

101,971,949 

11,518,449 


Total  value  of  bread  and  breadstuffs. 


Cotton  and  cotton-seed  oil : 
Cotton— 

Sea-island pounds. . 

Other  unmanufactured do 

Cotton-seed  oil gallons. . 

Total  value  of  cotton  and  cotton-seed 
oil 


8,021,497 
2,161,4a\883 
4,067,188 


Miscellaneous : 

Broom  com 

I>Yuits  and  nuts- 
Apples,  dried pounds. . 

Apples,  green  or  ripe barrels. . 

Fniits,  preserved— 

Canned 

Other 

All  other,  green,  ripe,  or  dried 

Kuts 

Hay tons. . 

Hops pounds. . 

Oil  cake  and  oil-cake  meal do 

Oils: 

Linseed gallons. . 

Other  vegetable 

Rice pounds.. 


8,180,800 
591,868 


Clover    do. . 

Cotton do.. 


I 


13,878 

260.721 

622,295,288 

119,810 

644,884" 


7,932,890 
11,282,141 


)67,154 

619,274 
291,896 


8,462,982 
7,228,412 
1,972,^16 

17,942 
2,880,300 

18,897 

F8,fM8 
4,676,131 

27,888,943 

6,975,7^ 

1,283 

6,040,0»l 

28,708,921 

28,284 

956,584 

1,983,698 

7,694,688 

258, 9n 

24,997 

78,002 


080,616 
617,787 


40,458,»?B 
98,498,278 
48,980,260 
88,161 
92,483,062 
224,738 

1,7^.327 
80,146.506 

831,806.708 

44,182,980 

68,187 

68,880,960 

297,740,007 


10,465,651 
88,006,468 


78,070 
22,164 


107.115,245 


863.405 

659,924 

10,347,361 

705.343 

179,684 

456,028 

216,190 

11,781 

90,716,481 

61,950,028 

672,884 


650,884 

13,948,708 

24,278,417 

270,618 

832,664 

4,829,293 

78,788 

2,674 

66,789,261 

11,968,674 


165,768,662 


1,708,272 

204,423,786 

1,678,935 


7,068,765 
2,257,067,061 
4,4j8,607 


207,800,992 


170,634 

413,363 
1,382,872 

606,794 
20,489 
337,4-47 


11,806,161 
489,5710 


218,006       18,196 
54,970    6,793,818 
7,809,691  I  662,744,209 


67,136  , 
65,689  ■. 
29,204  I 

.      1 

oso.ar-o  l 

121,441  I 


92,184 

■898,'685 

13,357,809 
6,218,666 


$7,679 

600,614 
414,689 


8,899,077 
8.281,281 
2,608,470 
8,579 
4, 352, 658 
18,641 

212,684 
3,280.123 

27, 187, 176 

4.988,458 

4,428 

4,868,601 

22,761.105 

25,496 

915,347 

1,884,908 

8,736,804 

294,806 

30,564 

6,878 


100,882,948 


817,880 

658,680 

18,866,060 

766,086 

148,284 

180,486 

60,706 

10,068 

66,841,468 

64,777,710 

741,160 


187,191,687 


1,072,888 

221,843,988 

1,025,780 


884, 048, «» 


160,651 

818,688 
1,878,801- 


68,680 
807,648 
87.784 
823,819 
1,808,000 
6,488,930 

68,040 
66,800 
28,384 

1,000,606 
84,196 
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Exports  of  the  products  of  domestic  agriculture,  1887  and  1888 — Continued. 


Articles. 


i88r. 


Quantities.         Value. 


1888. 


Quantities.         Value. 


lii8oeUaneou»— Continued. 
Seeds— Continued. 

Flaxseed  or  linseed bushels. 

Timothy pounds. . 

All  other 

Tobacco: 

Leaf ....do.... 

Stems  and  trimmings do — 

Vegetables: 

Onions bushels. . 

Peas  and  beans do — 

Potatoes do — 

Vegetables,  canned 

AU  other,  including  pickles 

Wine: 

In  bottles doeens . . 

Not  in  bottles gallons. . 

Ail  other  agricultural  products 


6,500,004 


298,666,996 
11,258,126 

71,689 
887,228 
484,864 


4,420 
282,607 


$881,048 
8r4,070 

25,687,988 
310,204 

78,615 
662,864 
318,200 
228,567 
126,448 


191,672 
181,154 


87,265 
2,097,197 


»I0,196,681 
18,487,140 

66,725 
258,170 
408,880 


Total  value  of  miscellaneous  products.  .| ;     40, 186,860 


7,185 
802,288 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  value  of  animals  and  animal  matter  . 

Total  value  of  bread  and  breadstuff s 

Total  value  of  cotton  and  cotton-seed  oil  . . . 
Total  value  of  miscellaneous  products . 

Total  agricultural  exports 

Total  exports  of  d(nnestic  manufacture 

Per  cen*.  of  agricultural  matter 


.  ior,ii6,ai3 

.  165,768,662 

.1  207,800,992 

.!  40,135,859 


520,820,758 
708,022,923 

74 


141,156 
117,677 
968,966 

21,507,776 


64,161 
462,762 
306,198 
285.587 
140,684 

81,608 
201,625 
268,770 


86,948,895 


100, 862,  M8 
127,191,687 
224,942,490 
86,048,896 


«406,966,029 

688,862,104 

78 


*  In  this  compilation  of  domestic  agricultural  exports  sugar  and  molasses  are  not  included,  because 
they  are  mainly  re-exports  of  foreign  production.  The  totals  differ  from  those  given  by  the  Bureau 
of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Department,  thev  having  included  sugar  and  molasses,  ♦'  ginseng  and 
rootSf  herbs,  and  barks  not  otherwise  specified,^'  and  '*  glucose  or  grape  sugar '\ 

Imports  of  agricultural  products,  1887  and  1888. 


Articles. 


Sugar  and  molasses : 

Sugar 

Molasses 

Total  sugar  and  molasses 

Tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa : 

Tea 

Coffee 

Cocoa 

Total  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa 

/^nimnia  and  their  products : 

Cattle 

Horses 

Sheep 

AU  other,  and  fowls 

BrisUes 

Butter 

Cheese 

EgCT 

Hau- 

Hides 

Meats- 
Preserved  

All  other 

Milk,  preserved  or  condensed 

Oil,  animal 

Wools 

Total  animftte  and  their  products 

Aa  88 29 


1887. 


(78,411,224 
6,856,475 


88,766,699 


16,771,802 

66,&i7,600 

1,670,012 


74,780,414 


1,^,082 
4,872,962 
1,245,783 

306,402 

1,174,888 

38,125 

874,261 

1,960.806 

2,617,166 

24,219,101 

272,661 

162,202 

460,000 

8,887 

16,424,479 


66,021,289 


1888. 


(74,246,206 
5,491,096 


79,786,801 


18,360,686 
60,507,680 
2,251,778 


76,120,088 


875,998 
5,405,863 
1,866,320 

358,204 
1,215,826 
26,420 
1,214,980 
2,812,478 
2,808,486 
28,980,339 

817,235 

164,619 

876,062 

3,744 

15,887,217 


55,757,264 
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Imports  of  agricultural  products^  1887    ttd  1888 — Ck>ntinued. 


Articles. 


MisoeUaaeouB : 
Breadstuffs: 

Barley 

Indian  com  . 

Oats 

Oatmeal. «... 
Rye. 


Wheat  flour 

All  other  breadstuffs  and  preparations  of,  used  as  food,  not  else- 
where q)ecifled 


Cotton. 

Farinaceous  substances,  etc. ,  not  elsewhere  specified . 

Flax,  hemp,  Jute,  etc. ,  immanuf actured : 

Flax 

Hemp  and  all  substitutes 

Jute. 


Sisal-grass  and  other  vegetable  substances. 

Fibers  not  elsewhere  specified , 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Hay. 


Hops 

Malt,  barley 

C^lSfTegetable: 

Fixed  or  expressed— 

OUve 

Other 

Volatile  or  essential . 


Rice. 

Seed 

Sak,  immanuf  actured* 

Spices: 

Qroimd 

Unground— 

Nutmegs 

Pepper 

All  other 

Tobacoowleaf 

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas 

Potatoes 

Pickles  and  sauces 

All  other— 

In  their  natural  state  or  in  salt  or  brine  . 

Prepared  or  preserved 

Wines: 

CSuunpagne  and  other  sparkling 

StOl  wines— 

In  casks 

In  bottles 


Total  misceUaneous. . 


RBCAPrrULATION. 


Sugar  and  molasses 

Tm^  coffee,  and  cocoa 

Animals  and  their  products. , 
Miscellaneous 


Total  imports  of  agricultural  products. 


1887. 


$6,178,206 
1(J,636 
:d9,570 
87,8S7 
10,720 
218,887 
8,302 

]SO,OW 
688,928 
781,404 

1,922,162 
4,011,582 
2,616,128 
3,733,001 


20,008,^6 

790,894 

8,404,669 

158,868 


662,197 
1,028,059 
1,012,819 
2,060,879 
1,448,807 
19,642,797 

168,760 

589,291 
1,819,609 

958,752 
8,704,950 

607,858 
&I8,091 
887,177 

516.819 
285,911 

8,882,907 

2,845,565 
1,327,618 


72.964,864 


88,766,699 
74,780,414 
56,021,288 

72,964,864 


287,542,266 


isas. 


$8,076^082 
20,868' 
28,665 
87,515 
20 
466,886 
18,257 

117,870 
744,800 
906,991 

1,802,069 
6,984,887 
8,877,889 
5,480,894 

818,183 
20,502,228 

979,524 
1,017,496 

164,586 


617,178 

816,21)1 

141,554 

8,012,961 

2,888,421 

19,981,682 

187,077 

606,556 


1,8 

914,773 
10,870,841 

2,190.187 

8,608,021 

416,958 

715,068 
S60,id4& 

3,646,475 

2,267,062 
1,409.661 


106,888,442 


79,786.801 
76, 120, 0® 
65,767,264 
106,888,442 


818,502,085 


*  Included  for  the  first  time. 


STATISTICS  OF  JAPAN. 


Publications  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Japan,  prepared  under 
the  direction  of  S.  Ishibashi,  are  acknowledged,  A  statistical  an- 
nual is  published  and  a  condensation  is  issued  in  Japanese  and 
French  tor  foreign  circulation.  This  nation  exhibits  remarkable 
enterprise  in  statistics,  setting  an  example  to  some  of  the  European 
states  that  are  scarcely  as  pro^essive  in  this  direction. 
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POPULATION. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1886,  the  population  of  the  Empire  em- 
braced 38,507,177  persons,  19,451,491  bemg  males  and  19,055,686  fe- 
males. On  the  1st  of  January,  1879,  the  population  was  35,768,584, 
the  increase  since  that  date  being  2,738,593.  Of  the  population  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1886,3,430  were  of  noble  rank;  1,940,271  of 
thesamourai,  or  former  warrior  caste;  and  36,563,476  of  the  com- 
monalty. The  average  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  inhabitants  in 
1886  was  24.4;  the  number  of  births  27.3;  the  number  of  marriages 
8.19;  and  the  number  of  divorces  3.06.     The  high  divorce  rate  is  es- 

gecially  noticeable.     The  average  number  of  persons  to  each  house- 
old  on  December  31,  1886,  was  4.97.     The  average  density  of  the 
popidation  at  the  same  date  was  261  to  the  square  mile. 

TERRITORIAL  AREA. 

The  total  area  of  the  Empire  is  set  down  as  24,794.36  square  ri, 
or  147,  655  square  miles.  Tne  area  of  taxable  real  property  as  stated 
as  follows: 


Description. 


Rice  plantations 

Fields 

Lands  ^vith  buildings  on  them 

Forests 

Other  lands 

ToUl , 


Square  tcho. 


2.  WO,  986. 2 

1,885,008.8 

a'>4,515.4 

7,186,918.6 


18,078,0(^.9 


Acres. 


6,472,966 
4,6«1,797 

868,811 
17,612,981 
2,474,530 


32.060,3^ 


The  distribution  of  cereal  crops  in  1885  is  thus  given: 


Crops. 


Rice 

Wheat,  lyirley,  and  rye. 


Area. 
Square  tcho.      Acres. 


2,611,987.0 
1,534,091.7' 


6,401, 1»7 
3,759,599 


Product. 


Kokou. 


Bushels. 


34,168,109  I  169, 528,  .577 
11,035,467       59,234,529 


The  average  rate  of  yield  is  as  follows:  Rice,  1.31  kokou  per  tan, 
or  26.53  bushels  per  acre;  wheat,  barley,  and  rye,  taken  together,  0.78 
kokou  per  tan,  or  15.79  bushels  per  acre. 

To  the  table  from  which  these  figures  are  obtained  the  remark  is 
appended  that  tiie  returns  which  form  the  basis  of  the  figures  on 
production  are  a  little  below  the  truth. 

The  extent  of  the  forests  and  of  mountain  and  uncultivated  lands 
belonging  to  the  state  in  1884  is  stated  as  follows: 


Description. 

Square  tcho.      Acres. 

Forests 

5, 576,  .595. 8  !    13,666.562 

Mountains  and  uncultivated  lands 

12.059,847.5       29.555,068 
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FARM  ANIMALS. 


The  number  of  cows  on  the  31st  of  December,  1885,  is  stated  as 
617,676,  and  the  number  of  oxen  as  442,494,  making  the  total  of  cows 
and  oxen  1,060,170. 

The  number  of  horses  at  the  same  time  was  697,286,  that  of  mares 
850,946,  and  the  total  of  horses  and  mares  1,548,232. 


SILK  PRODUCTION. 


The  products  of  silk  reported  for  1885  (the  year  for  which  produc- 
tion is  reported  in  the  subsequent  part^graphs)  are  as  follows  : 


DeecriptSon. 


FonndB. 


Raw  silk 

Raw  silk  (inferior  quaUty). 
FloflBBilk 


4,640,117 

l,m,lS8 

418,875 


Cards  of  sOk-worm  eggs. , 


Number. 
.  1,118,014 


The  statement  is  made  in  this  connection  that  the  product  of  raw 
silk  given  in  the  official  document  represents  about  the  amount  of 
the  exports  of  that  commodity  to  Europe  and  America,  and  the 
opinion  is  expressed  that  if  the  quantity  consumed  in  the  interior 
were  included,  it  would  raise  the  total  product  to  800,000  or  900,000 
kwan,  or  6,625,360  to  7,453,530  pounds. 


PRODUCTION  OP  TEA. 


The  official  figures,  as  given  in  kwan,  with  their  equivalent  in 
pounds,  are  presented  below: 


Kwao. 

Pounds. 

Product  of  tea  in  1885 

2.988,967 
2,488,971 

94,758,C4C 
20,512,911 

Product  of  t«a  c«l!^  **  Fantcha  " 

Total * 

5,477,928 

46,8G6,&L« 

The  statement  is  made  in  this  connection  in  the  official  report  that 
while  the  production  here  reported  is  but  little  in  excess  of  the 
amount  of  the  tea  exported,  the  domestic  consumption  of  tea  is  very 
large,  and  is  general  among  all  classes  of  the  Japanese  people.  Tho 
actual  production  must  therefore  be  much  larger  than  tiie  above 
figures  would  make  it. 

PRODUCTION  OP  SUGAR, 


Description. 

Kwan. 

Pounds. 

Cane  sugar: 

Haw            

0,668,640 
2,006,888 

79,112,000 

Refined 

16,611,748 

Total 

11,668,478 

06,788,847 

From  Chinese  sugar-cane: 
Raw 

15,280 
100 

196,619 

Refined 

008 

Total 

16,896 

m.so 
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Of  beef  sugar  there  was  a  product  of  81,728  kwan,  or  676,847 
.pounds,  all  raw. 

It  is  stated  that  information  as  to  sugar  production  is  lacking  for 
many  locations,  and  that  the  figures  presented  are  consequently  below 
the  truth. 

PRODUCTION  OP  SAKE. 

The  number  of  distilleries,  breweries,  etc.,  producing  sake  for  sale 
is  stated  at  16,425,  and  the  number  of  manufacturers  at  16,184.  The 
production  for  sale  was  as  follows  : 


Description. 

KokoiL 

Gallons. 

OOIDWMWI  8Ak6 

2,678.788 
4S,814 
00  8M 

108,806,788 

Dtetmed  spirit 

1,099,857 

OOiAT  kfnSa  nf  m^^ 

2,416,106 

For  several  years  previous  to  1883  the  production  of  sake  was 
much  larger  than  at  present.  The  decrease  is  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  year  named  the  tax  on  sake  was  raised  from  2  yen  to  4 
yen  per  kokou  (about  5  cents  to  10  cents  per  gallon). 

The  tax  on  sake  made  exclusively  for  household  use  is  only  80  sen 
(four-fifths  of  a  yen)  per  kokou  (2  cents  per  gallon),  but  the  quantity 
which  may  be  made  at  this  rate  is  limited  to  less  than  1  kokou 
(39.7033  gallons)  to  a  household.  The  number  of  persons  who  manu- 
lactured  sake  under  this  provision  was  692.103,  and  the  quantity  pro- 
duced was  672,995  kokou,  or  22,749,792  gallons. 

WAGBS. 

The  average  dailv  wages  in  agriculture  without  board  for  1885  is 
stated  at  0.186  yen  (18.6  cents)  for  men,  and  0.121  yen  (12.1  cents)  for 
women.  The  average  monthly  wages  with  board  is  set  down  at  2. 117 
yen  ($2,117)  for  men,  and  1.199  yen  ($1,199)  for  women.  Workmen 
employed  m  the  preparation  of  tea  receive  0.253  yen  (25.3  cents)  a 
day,  and  day  laborers  0.199  yen  (19.9  cents).  In  domestic  service 
men  receive  on  an  average  1,889  yen  ($1,889)  per  month,  and  women 
1.056  yen  ($1,056)  per  month,  with  board. 

EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS. 

The  annual  aggregates  of  value  for  1886  are — 

Japuiese  products  exported $47, 997, 957 

Foreign  products  imported 87, 568, 454 

Including  foreign  articles  re-exported  the  total  exports  amounted 
to  $48,870,472,  of  which  value  $1,528,751  represented  coal  and  other 
supplies  for  ships,  leaving  $47,341,721  as  the  value  of  commodities 
exported  to  various  foreign  countries.  The  total  imports,  including 
Jananese  articles  re-imported,  amounted  to  $37,637,138. 

Froduction  is  encouraged,  and  exports  of  domestic  products  are 
increasing.  In  1880  the  balance  of  trade  was  against  Japan  about 
9,000,000  yen;  now  exports  are  about  10,000,000  yen  in  excess  of  im- 
ports. Tne  imports  of  1880  and  1886  were  nearly  the  same,  but  the 
exports  increased  in  six  years  68  per  cent. 
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The  country  having  the  largest  share  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Japan 
is  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  standing  next  in  order.  The 
values  of  the  exports  to  and  imports  from  these  and  other  important 
countries  are  stated  below. 


Countries.  i    Elacporte.    -    Imports. 


United  Statw  . 
Great  Britain  . 

China    

France 

Germany 


119,988,217  ;      84,258,088 
4.195,356         16,012,055 


9,604,907 

9,632,903 

864,499 


7.183,851 
1,665.297 
2,974,679 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  exports  to  the  United  States  are  nearly 
five  times  as  great  as  the  imports  therefrom,  while  the  imports  from 
Great  Britain  are  nearly  four  times  as  large  as  the  exports  to  that 
country.  In  the  trade  with  France,  again,  the  exports  are  nearly  six 
times  as  large  as  the  imports,  while  in  the  trade  with  Germany  the 
imports  are  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  the  exports.  In  the 
trade  with  China  there  is  some  approach  to  an  equality  l^etweeu  the 
imports  and  the  exports. 

Of  the  47,907,957,  yen  (or  dollars')  worth  of  Japanese  products  ex- 
ported in  1880,  more  than  one-half  in  value  consisted  of  raw  silk 
and  green  tea,  the  former  amounting  to  17,321,362  yen  and  the  latter 
to  7,511,864  yen,  or  both  together  to  24,833,226  yen.  Floss  silk,  silk 
waste,  silk  fabrics,  etc.,  amounted  to  3,201,881  yen,  rice  to  3,300,863 
yen,  pit  coal  to  2,208,549  yen,  copper,  raw  and  worked,  to  2,148,841 
yen,  porcelain  and  pottery  to  1,034,139  yen,  and  lacquered  ware  to 
589,170  yen. 

Of  the  imports,  spun  cotton  amounted  to  5,905,457  yen,  sugar  to 
5,557,013  yen,  petroleum  to  2,358,498  yeA,  iron  in  rods  to  1,209,713 
yen,  other  metals  to  1,328,258  yen,  and  manufactures  of  metal  to 
562,113  yen,  while  the  various  textile  fabrics  of  cotton,  linen,  wool, 
and  silk  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  7,018,997  yen. 

A  comparison  of  1886  witn  1882  shows  an  increase  of  14.9  per  cent, 
to  have  taken  place  in  the  imports  and  an  increase  of  28.2  per  cent, 
in  the  exports  since  that  year. 

RAILROADS,   TELEGRAPHS,   ETC. 

In  1885-'86  there  were  410  miles  of  railroad.  The  number  of  pas- 
sengers carried  in  1876-77  was  2,931,855;  in  1885-^86,  4,067,970.  Total 
receipts  in  the  same  time  adv.anced  from  1,284,466  yen  (the  Japa- 
nese dollar)  to  1,490,393  yen. 

The  lines  of  telegraph  aggregate  a  length  of  2,217  miles  at  the 
former  date,  and  5,779  at  the  latter,  showing  remarkable  increase  in 
nine  years.  The  increase  of  telegrams  sent  was  from  617,077  to 
1,700,282. 

The  postal  savings-banks  numbered  161  in  1876,  1,469  in  1884,  and 
4,338  in  1885.  The  amount  deposited  increased  from  $58,350  in  1870 
to  $12,022,317  in  1885,  of  which  $8,665,424  remained  on  deposit  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  number  of  depositors  was  344,921.  In  this 
feature  Japan  is  in  advance  of  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  post-offices  was  4,137  in  1885;  there  were  29,438 
miles  of  post-roads;  and  there  were  97,216,019  letters  transmitted, 
besides  newspapers,  books,  and  merchandise. 

Thei^e  is  also  a  money-order  system,  with  886  offices;  833,300  orders 
were  issued  in  1885,  amounting  to  $7,110,531. 
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EGYPTIAN  AGRICULTURE.    * 

The  area  in  crops  in  Egypt  is  comparatively  small.  Less  than  an 
acre  per  capita  is  annually  cultivated.  Egypt  contains  about  175,000 
square  miles,  much  of  the  territory  a  desert.  The  area  used  for  crops 
is  only  available  by  irrigation,  natural  or  artificial,  the  main  depend- 
ence bein^  the  annual  overflow  of  the  Nile.  But  little  over  5,0(X),000 
acres  are  m  cultivation,  less  than  one  to  each  head  of  population. 
The  i)opulation  of  Egypt  is  as  follows,  exclusive  of  the  oases  and  the 

fovernorats  (Cairo,  Alexandria,  Damietta,  Rosetta,  Port  Said,  Suez, 
11  Arish,  and  Kosseir): 


DesortpdoD  of  poptilatioii. 


Agriociltiiral 

Non-a^cuHural. 

Total 


Lower  Egypt. 


2,981, 9B4 
983,507 


8,865,681 


Upper  EKTpt. 


1,917,687 
806,269 


2,738,966 


ToUO. 


4, 190,  on 

1,789,866 


6,989,687 


A  recent  oflBcial  report,  based  on  the  replies  to  a  circular  of  which 
15,000  copies  were  addressed  to  the  sheiks  el  heled  throughout  Egypt, 
has  been  summarized  in  the  French  language,  and  furnishes  some 
interesting  data  in  regard  to  crop  areas  and  numbers  of  farm  animals 
in  that  country.  The  following  table  shows  the  areas  devoted  to  the 
different  crops,  as  expressed  in  f eddans  and  in  acres,  with  the  per- 
centage under  each  crop  or  class  of  crops  specified: 

Are(is  UTider  the  different  crops  in  1887.  ' 


Orops. 


Wheat. 
Clover. 
Cotton. 


Maize 

Barley 

Doura 

Lentils 

iUce 

Fienugreek 

Pot-herbs,  onions,  etc 

Sogar-cane 

V«lohe8 

Melons  and  cscombers 

Lupines,  etc 

Tobaooo 

Qilck  peas,  kidney  beans,  etc. 
FlaK. 


Sesame,  castor  beans 

Henneh 

Oaithamus,  or  safflower. 

Fea-nuts 

Indigo 

Poppies 


Lower  E^iypt 


Feddana. 

617,605 

698,286 

797.887 

304,878 

670,898 

817.588 

124,867 

8,344 

145,158 

27,661 

S2,840 

5,578 


6,896 
1,641 
2,450 
2,466 
4,772 
1,909 
1,640 


1,206 
6 


Total !8,5e7,206 

Vines  and  fruit  trees |       5,164 


Acres, 

641,186 

615,888 

8^7, 716 

316,489 

502,125 

829,621 

129,624 

8,662 

160,689 

28,611 

88,672 

6,785 


6,689 
1,704 
2,M3 
2,662 
4,954 
1,982 
1,702 


1,251 
6 


Un>er  Egypt. 


Feddans. 

623,406 

847,986 

68,180 

450,995 

113,434 

202,828 

816,428 

141,773 

4,560 

103,118 

46,729 

65,680 

31,586 

14,869 

11,735 

9,20r 

8,483 

1,604 

3,049 

54 

1,816 

6 

275 

276 


Acres. 

W7,250 

861,244 

70,787 

468,178 

117,756 

210,556 

328,484 

147, 175 

4,733 

107,042 

48,509 

68,131 

82,788 

14,916 

12,182 

9,668 

8,806 

1,665 

8,166 

56 

1,866 

5 

286 

887 


3,703,211  '2,567,068  2,664.874  6,134,364  10,368,086 
5,861  I       8,582         8,n8  8,748  ,       9,079 


Total. 


Feddans, 

1,241,100 

941,222 

865,526 

765,868 

683,827 

520,361 

441,295 

150,117 

149,  n7 

130,674 

79,069 

71,208 

81,586 

20,764 

18,876 

11,657 

10,951 

6,876 

4,968 

1,094 

1,816 

1,210 

281 

276 


Acres. 
1,288,886 
977,088 
898,508 
784,667 
709,881 
540,176 
458,108 
155,886 
166,421 
185,668 


78,016 

82,788 

21.656 

18,886 

12.101 

11,868 

6,619 

6.147 

1,750 

1,866 

1,256 

292 

887 


"l« 


Peroeot- 

ageof 

total  area. 


20.28 

15.84 

14.11 

12.88 

11.16 

8.48 

7.19 

2.46 

8.44 

8.18 

1.80 

1.16 

.68 

.84 

.88 

.19 

.18 

.10 

.06 

.08 

.08 

.08 

.01 


100.00 


The  cereals  and  other  food-crops  for  man  and  beast  occupy  by  far 
the  larger  part  of  the  total  crop  area,  but  the  principal  crops  pro- 
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duced  for  the  market  are  cotton  and  sugar-cane,  the  first  of  which  is 
cultivated  chiefly  in  Lower  and  the  second  almost  exclusively  in  Upper 
Egypt,  where  it  is  confined  to  certain  districts  in  which  there  are 
sen  (summer)  canals. 

The  areas  embraced  in  the  above  table  represent  in  part  land  on 
which  more  than  one  crop  was  grown  during  the  year,  and  though 
the  crops  specified  occupied  an  aggregate  area  of  6,134,364  feddans, 
they  were  actually  grown  on  4,961,402  feddans  of  cultivated  land. 
The  operations  of  E^ptian  agriculture  are  arranged  with  reference 
to  three  seasons,  Chitwi,  Sefi,  and  Eili,  each  of  which  has  its  appro- 
priate crops. 

In  the  French  summary  of  the  report  above  referred  to  these  words 
are  respectively  rendered  oy  the  words  hiver^  iti,  and  automne  (winter, 
summer,  and  autumn),  but  it  is  more  specifically  stated  that  Chitwi 
extends  from  October  to  May,  Sefi  from  April  to  October,  and  Nili 
from  August  to  October,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  is  consid- 
erable overlapping  between  some  of  the  crops  of  difiPerent  seasons. 

The  dates  for  the  agricultural  work  of  the  different  seasons,  and 
the  times  within  which  the  seasons  respectively  end,  are  stated  as 
follows: 


Seasons. 

Tillage. 

Sowing. 

End  of  seasons. 

Chitwi 

Beginning  of  November. . 

End  of  November 

July 

Middle  of  November.. 
End  of  March 

May-July. 
October-November. 

Sefl                      

NIU 

July 

September-October. 

From  this  statement  it  would  seem  that  the  gathering  of  the  differ- 
ent crops  of  each  season  extends  over  a  considerable  period,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  times  of  ripening,  etc. 

The  following  table  shows  for  each  of  the  three  seasons  the  por- 
tions of  the  total  area  of  cultivated  land  under  crop  and  the  portions 
not  so  occupied: 


Territorial  divisions. 

Under  crop. 

Cultivated  area  not  under  crop. 

Seasons. 

Feddans. 

Acres. 

Per 
centbf 
total. 

Feddans. 

Acres. 

Vet 
cent,  of 
total 

Chitwi..  .. 

Lower  Egypt 

TTnner  EirvDt 

1,948,090 
2,006,776 

2,022,986 
2,082.196 

71.02 
90.46 

796,800 
211,696 

896,601 
219,782 

28.96 
9.66 

Total 

8,964,406 

4.10S.iai  1        79.70 

1,006,996 

1,046.868 

20.80 

Lower  Egypt 

Upper  Egypt 

Total 

Sefl 

1,017,667 
283,068 

1,066,886 
294,476 

87.09 
12.79 

1,726,488 
1,988,804 

1,792,210 
2,007.482 

62.91 
87.21 

1,801,226 

1,860,802 

26.22 

8,660,287 

8,799,608 

78.78 

Nlli    .  . 

TiOwer  Ecrnt 

601,049 

628,949 
288,201 

21.90 
12.62 

2,142,941 
i;989;848 

2,224,687 
2,018,766 

78.10 

Upper  Egypt 

2rr,624 

87.48 

Tot4^1 

878,678 

912,150 

17.70 

4.0«J,789 

4,288,848 

8IL80 

Adding  the  area  under  crop  during  any  one  of  the  three  sea- 
sons to  the  area  of  cultivated  land  not  then  imder  crop,  but  cropped 
in  at  least  one  of  the  other  two  seasons,  we  obtain  the  following  as 
the  total  area  of  cultivated  land  for  the  year;  that  is,  of  land  which 
was  under  crop  in  at  least  one  of  the  three  seasons: 
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Territorial  divisions. 

Feddans. 

Acres. 

Lower  Egypt 

8,743,990 
8,817,478 

8.848,580 
8,801,966 

XTpp^rRgypt.    

Total 

4.961.468 

5,150,494 

: 

Calling  this  area  100,  and  placing  it  in  comparison  with  the  areas 
under  Cnitwi,  Sefi,  and  Nili  crops,  and  also  with  their  sum,  we  have 
the  following  statement  of  areas  in  feddans  and  of  the  percentage 
which  each  area  forms  of  the  total  area  of  cultivated  land  under  crop 
within  the  year: 


Lower  Bgypt. 

Upper  Egypt. 

Total 

Crops,  etc. 

Area 
in  feddans. 

Per  cent, 
of  culti- 
vated area. 

Area 
in  feddans. 

8,005,776 
888,668 
877,684 

Percent, 
of  culU- 
vated area. 

90.45 
18.79 
18.58 

Area 
in  feddans. 

Per  cent, 
of  culti- 
vated area. 

Chitwl 

1,948,600 

1,017,667 

601,049 

71.08 
87.09 
81.90 

3,964,466 

1,301,886 

878,678 

79.70 

86.88 

Nm 

17.70 

All 

8,567,896 

180.01 

8,567,068 

116.76 

0,184,864 

188.08 

Total  area  of  culUvated  land . 

8,748,990           100.00 

8,817,478 

100.00 

4.961.468 

100.00 

This  table  shows  that  through  raising  more  than  one  crop  within 
the  year  on  much  of  the  land  cultivated  the  total  breadth  of  crops 
considerably  exceeded  the  total  area  of  cultivated  land,  the  excess 
amounting  to  30.01  per  cent,  in  Lower  Egypt  to  15.76  per  cent,  in 
Upper  Egypt,  and  to  23.62  per  cent,  on  a  general  average  for  the 
wnole  country. 

In  the  year  1887  the  crops  of  the  Nili  season  were  destroyed  over 
large  areas  in  Upper  Egypt  by  an  unusual  rise  of  the  waters  in  the 
overflow  of  the  JsHq,  but  in  Lower  E^ypt  there  seems  to  have  been 
an  unusual  breadth  of  land  under  maize  and  doura,  which  contrib- 
uted to  maintain  the  average  as  regards  the  general  production  of 
the  country. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  under  each  crop  of  the  Sefi,  and 
Nili  seasons.  The  sum  of  these  two,  increased  by  the  crops  of  the 
Chitwi  season,  would  make  the  totals  given  in  the  first  table: 


Seasons. 

Crops. 

Lower  Egypt. 

Upper  Egypt. 

Total. 

Sefl 

Cotton 

Sugar-cane 

Feddans. 

797,887 

6,085 

66,109 

68,110 

77,689 

8,800 

6 

803 

1,806 

7,588 

6,896 

Acres. 

887,716 

6,879 

58,817 

66,614 

80,587 

8,884 

6 

987 

1,851 

7,877 

6,689 

Feddans. 
68,189 
65,009 
98,469 
84,988 
416 

875 

54 

5 

9,858 

14,869 

Acres. 

70,787 

67,486 

108,881 

86,878 

488 

8,811 

886 

56 

6 

9,605 

14,916 

Feddans. 

866,586 

70,094 

164,678 

88,088 

78,046 

4906 

881 

947 

1.810 

16,840 

80,764 

Acres. 
808,608 
78,766 

Doura(Baladi) 

Doura(Cha]ni) 

160,467 
91,886 

Rice '.  

81,018 

Sesame  and  flax 

5,006 

Indigo 

898 

Henneh 

Pea-nuts  (foul  Sowiani) 

Pot-herbs,  onions,  etc 

Wftter-naelons  -  -  -  -  r 

068 

1,866 

17,488 

81,565 

Total  area  of  the  Sell  crops. 
T)<jura  (Chftipi) .....,,,-.,, 

1,017,567 

1,066,886 

883,668 

894,476 

1,301,886 

1,860,808 

Nili 

607,883 
67,640 
19,808 
6,983 

586,610 
70,817 
19,985 
7,187 

88,518 

171,167 

8,779 

14,176 

91,884 

177,678 

8,928 

14,716 

695,796 

888,797 

88,068 

81,009 

618,495 

Doura(Baladi) 

Rice 

847,805 
88,867 

Lemimes 

81,008 

Total  area  of  the  Nili  crops. 

601,049 

683,949 

877,084 

888,801 

878,678 

018,160 
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FRUIT  TREES  AND  VINES. 

Fruit  trees  occupy  but  a  limited  area,  and  while  they  are  produc- 
tive, their  cultivation  for  the  purpose  of  marketing  their  produce 
does  not,  except  in  two  or  three  provinces,  form  an  important  part 
of  rural  industry.  The  vine  is  round  in  nearly  all  the  provinces, 
but  is  cultivated  only  on  a  small  scale,  though  it  is  of  late  receiving 
increased  attention.  The  most  important  vineyards  are  in  Fayoum 
and  in  the  province  of  Beherah,  in  Lower  Egypt.  Olives  are  culti- 
vated in  a  tew  provinces. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  the  principal  kinds  of 
fruit  trees  and  tne  area  occupied  by  fruit  trees  and  vines: 

Number  of  fruit  trees,  not  inclvding  isolated  trees  or  trees  on  borders. 


Kinds  of  tTees. 


Orange,  mandarin,  citron,  etc 

Pomegranate 

Fig,  peach,  apple,  pear,  apricot,  etc 

Total  fnrit  trees,  except  date  trees . 
Date  trees*  bearing  seed  or  fruit 


Grand  total . 


Lower  Egypt. 


887,078 
72,977 
251.054 


1.161,109 
1,007,552 


2,258,661 


Upper  Egypt. 


59,S67 
106,226 
203,917 


866,512 
2,865,182 


2,'m,634 


Total 


896,446 
176,fl06 
464,071 


1,627,021 
8,452,674 


4,^80.^89? 


*  EacckiBive  <rf  278,000  producing  date  trees  in  the  oases. 
Area  under  vines  and  under  fruU  (other  than  date)  trees. 
[Measurements  expressed  in  f  eddans  and  kerats.    1  kerat = ^  f  eddan.] 


Description. 


Lower  Bgypt. 

Upper  EgyiBt. 

Total 

Fd».    KU. 

748    01 

4.416    06 

Fds,    KtB. 

780  m 

2,801    18 

ITWt.    KU. 
1,628    06 
7,217    98 

Acrf. 
1,68!' 
7,488 

5,164    06 

8,582    01 

8,746    07 

9,060 

Vines 

Fnrft  (exolndteg  date)  trees. 

Total 


Besides  the  kinds  of  fruits  thus  far  mentioned  there  Are  many 
others  which  are  cultivated  for  domestic  consumption.  These  in- 
clude bananas,  Barbary  figs,  medlars,  mangoes,  mulberries,  etc.,  "of 
which  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of  plants." 

FARM  ANIMALS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  farm  animals: 


Animals. 

Lower  Egypt. 

Upper  Egypt. 

TotaL 

Cattle  (exdndlng  buffaloes) 

129, 2ar 
168,264 
28^840 
18,922 
8,446 
114,726 
888,589 

81,006 
88,882 
96,767 
6,867 
806 
66,099 
569,016 

810,216 
851,506 

Buffaloes 

Camelsi / 

65,007 

Horses 

90!770 

Mutes.... 

8^m 

Asses 

160  825 

EBieep  and  goat6 

957;  600 

Total 

841,894 

827,466 

1,668.880 
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Since  1884,  in  which  year  there  were  enormous  losses  from  an  epi- 
zootic, no  serious  disease  of  that  character  has  prevailed  among  live- 
stock, and  all  the  information  collected  shows  a  considerable  increase 
in  cattle.  Hogs  are  but  little  raised,  the  consumption  of  their  flesh 
being  very  small. 

Poultry  raising  is  very  general,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  ob- 
tain the  number  of  hens,  chickens,  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  guinea- 
fowls,  etc.  It  is  estimated  that  these,  together  with  rabbits  raised 
for  consumption,  will  amount  to  a  total  of  6,000,000  head.  Pigeons 
are  quite  numerous,  being  certainly  in  excess  of  10,0(X),000  head.  The 
raising  of  these  birds  is  an  important  industry,  not  only  for  the  sale 
of  the  birds  themselves  for  consumption,  but  also  f Or  the  manure 
which  they  supply,  and  which  is  much  prized  by  cultivators. 

EXPORTS  AND  AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  COTTON. 

By  conversion  of  E^ptian  denominations  into  their  American 
equivalents,  the  following  table,  showing  the  exports  of  cotton  and 
ite  average  price  in  the  Alexandria  njarket  for  each  year  from  1821 
to  1887,  is  obtained  from  one  comprised  in  the  official  report  above 
referred  to,  which,  however,  was  compiled  in  part  from  commercial 
sources,  a  report  of  the  Cotton  Supply  Association  of  Manchester 
being  drawn  upon  for  the  figures  on  exportation  from  1821  to  1859, 
inclusive: 


Years. 


1821. 
1828. 
1888. 
1824. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
18®. 
1833. 
1834. 
1885. 
1836. 
1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
1848. 


Cents. 
16.1 
15.0 
15.6 
17.1 
13.1 
13.1 
18.1 
13.1 
12,1 
12.1 
10.6 
15.1 
28.2 
31.0 
25.4 
18.6 
13.1 
15.1 
18.4 
13.1 
13.4 
10.1 
7.8 


Pounds 
exported. 


l^rhV*  iVhi 

3,   :|lM.4HHI 

15,,/l^V^J.N. 

28,   {.-JMKJ 

20,  w.,  iMi 

21,  J.-    iNK» 

15,-.''^  ^"f) 

5.--V.H.) 

lO,.;.^'.'":*! 

21,iNh,...Ht. 

18,:'.".MN(( 

13,  1'^'  ""> 

6,>'^  IN  HI 

14,  i'^'  .'>*•) 

21,,.^.  ,v<) 

28,  ■"-■.'"«> 

80,'*^M^ii 

23,  t-^|^«^ 

13,:'"J^'(1 

15,...,  ,.11) 

19,, -.u  ,M) 

20,  ..^M^iJ 

26,r-'.i.,M) 

Years. 


1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1W9 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
ia')7 
1858 
1859 

imo 

1861 
18(J2 
1863 
18&4 
1865 


h/6 


CerUs. 
18.1 

6.0 
10.8 
10.1 

7.8 
10.1 
11.8 

8.8 
10.8 
10.1 

9.1 

9.8 
10.8 
16,4 
12.9 
12.1 
12.8 
14.1 
23.2 
36.5 
45.4 
32,0 


Pounds 
exported. 


15,000,000 
88,800,000 
19,800,000 
25,800,000 
11,800,000 
25,800,000 
85,800,000 
87,700,000 
66,700,000 
46,800,000 
46,900,000 
61,100,000 
58,000,000 
48,200,000 
51,000,000 
49,300.000 
49,200.000 
58,500,000 
70,700,000 
115,900,000 
168,600,000 
196,800,000 


Years. 


1866. 
1867. 
1868., 
1809.. 
1870., 
1871. 
1878. 
1878. 
1874., 
1876., 
1876., 
1877., 
1878., 
1879., 
1880. 
1881., 
1882. 
1W8.. 

,  1884. 

I  1885., 

'  1886. 

I  1887. 


Oents. 
86.5 
28.7 
19.1 
28.2 
19.7 
15.9 
81.2 
18.7 
16.8 
16.1 
19.0 
18.8 
12.8 
18.7 
14.2 
14,5 
18.9 
16.1  : 
18.6  j 
12.6  ' 
11.5  ! 
12.1  1 


Pounds 
exported. 


126,400,000 
128,700,000 
128.000,000 
126,600,000 
182,000,000 
192.900,000 
206,800,060 
197,600,000 
252,600,000 
216.400,000 
295,000,000 
289,800,000 
268,400,000 
164,800,000 
806,400,000 
278,900,000 
279,800.000 
886,000,000 
268,600,000 
852.j)00,000 
2^.900.000 
890,800,000 


II 


I 


PRODUCTION  PROM  SUGAR  CANE  IN   THE   DAIRA  SANIEH. 

The  pianuf actories  of  the  Daira  Sanieh  use  about  three-fourths  of 
the  sugar  cane  produced  in  Egypt.  From  a  table  showing  in  Egyp- 
tian denominations  the  Quantities,  values,  and  prices  of  the  sugar 
(Nos.  1,  2,  and  3)  which  tney  produced  from  1877  to  1887,  inclusive, 
the  following  statement  in  our  denominations  is  derived: 
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Years. 


1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1869. 
1888. 
1864 
1885 
1886, 
1887 


Product. 


Pounds. 
89,947.400 
87,815,100 
68,147,800 
75,884,900 
99,044,000 
71,496,900 
45.589,700 
89.689,000 
08,677,900 
111,498,800 
106,969,700 


Value. 


14,899, 
3,964. 
2.807, 
8,589. 
1,441, 
8,801, 
1,905, 
9.900, 
9,865, 
9,946, 
2,794, 


Price  per  poondL 


No.l.     No.  2.     No.  8. 


CenU. 
6.0 
5.0 
4.5 
5.2 
5.6 
5.1 
4.7 
4.2 
8.9 
9.9 
9.8 


Cents. 
4.1 
8.8 
8.0 
8.4 
8.0 
8.4 
8.0 
1.8 
1.9 
1.9 
1.7 


CenU, 
2.9 
2.6 
2.5 
2.8 
2.8 
2.7 
2.5 
1.6 
1,9 
1.6 
1.7 


AGRICULTURE  IN  AUTRALASIA, 

The  British  colonies  of  Australasia  are  seven  in  number,  New 
South  Wales,  South  Australia,  Western  Australia,  Victoria,  and 
Queensland,  subdivisions  of  the  island  or  continent  of  Australia, 
and  Tasmania  and  New  Zealand. 

The  progress  in  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  remarkable,  and  is 
comparable  only  with  the  unequaled  advancement  of  the  united 
States.  There  is  really  very  much  in  common  between  Australasia 
and  this  country;  the  superficial  area  of  each  (excluding  Alaska)  is 
about  the  same,  their  population  is  English-speaking,  and  their  ag- 
ricultural products  are  in  the  main  very  similar  to  ours.  The  differ- 
ence in  climate  is  not  material.  Most  of  our  products,  except  cotton 
and  tobacco,  are  well  adapted  to  their  soil  and  seasons.  Australa- 
sian wheat  now  meets  us  in  the  world's  markets;  Australasian  meat 
competes  with  American  in  supplying  the  old  world's  workers  with 
cheap  food,  and  to-day  Australasian  wool  competes  with  ours  in  our 
own  nome  markets.  Rapid  settlement,  improved  agricultural  meth- 
ods, and  increased  rail  and  water  transportation  facilities  are  bringing 
the  antipodes  more  and  more  into  the  competition  which  now  so 
sorely  presses  agriculturists  of  the  older  countries  throughout  the 
world. 

The  following  statenjent  shows  the  superficial  area  of  each  colony, 
according  to  the  latest  oflBcial  returns,  with  the  population  at  three 
periods.  In  all  statements  of  population  it  will  Be  understood  that, 
the  number  of  aborigines  is  not  included.  The  native  races  are 
everywhere  on  the  decline,  and  are  nowhere  material  factors  in  in- 
dustry or  progress. 


CXklonies. 

Area. 

Population. 

Sq.miles. 

1861. 

1875. 

1886. 

New  Soatli  Wales 

809,175 
8r,884 
66R,9»I 
906,496 
975,090 
96,875 
104,985 

896,651 
91.981 
65,  (M8 
9,859 
49,598 
61,066 

604,957 
791,899 
181,968 
210,442 
96,709 
108,668 
875,856 

1,001.906 

Victoria 

1,008,048 

QiH^fiifdand 

842,614 

l?mith  Anntralla . 

812,768 

W«rt4*m  AufftraUa. ...» 

89^684 

Taamaiila 

187,211 

Ni^  7im1niid 

580,886 

Total 

8,075,988 

787,609 

2,988,614 

8,496,602 
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Taking  the  official  reports  for  1881,  and  eliminating  as  far  as  pos- 
sible everything  except  gainful  callings,  the  workers  of  the  seven 
colonies  may  be  approximately  divided  as  follows: 


Colonies. 

Agriculture. 

Manufactur- 
ing and 
nuning. 

Trade  and 
transporta- 
tion. 

Professional 
and  personal. 

Laborers 
(undeflnedX 

Total 
No. 

Victoria 

No. 
194,909 
88,997 
84,890 
4,768 
76,798 
19,408 
M,447 

P.ct. 
88 
84 
81 
80 
96 
89 
89 

No. 
184,667 
88.117 
88,688 

9,607 
68  889 
14,484 
66,867 

P.ct. 
86 
84 
80 
88 
88 
89 
85 

No. 
86,184 
10,749 
18,888 

1.501 
88.408 

8,884 
81,060 

P.ct. 
9 
11 
19 
19 
9 
8 
11 

No. 
57,168 
14,978 
17,501 

68,799 
7;  597 
80,164 

Pet. 
15 
15 
16 
18 
81 
16 
16 

No. 
85,786 

5,588 
18,151 

1,111 
64.554 

4,484 
16,  ni 

Pet. 
7 
6 

11 
9 

81 
9 
9 

876,949 

97,687 

gbuth  Australia 

Western  Australia. . . 
New  South  Wales... 
TfUfmania 

111,806 
18,008 

801,786 
49,867 

New  Zealand 

187,689 

It  is  unfortunate  that  so  lar^e  a  proportion  of  workers  should  be 
reckoned  simply  as  laborers,  it  being  impossible  to  determine  to 
'which  of  the  four  ^eat  classes  they  properly  belong.  Doubtless  a 
large  share  are  agricultural  laborers,  out  it  is  equally  probable  that 
a  larger  portion  are  unskilled  day  laborers  amon^  the  urban  popu- 
lation. I^utting  together  the  five  classes  for  all  the  colonies,  we 
make  up  the  following  statement  for  Australasia  in  1881: 


Ctoloiiles. 


Victoria 

Queensland 

South  Australia  . . . . 
Western  Australia.. 
New  South  Wales... 

Tasmania 

New  Zealand 


Total. 


Per  cent,  of  aU  occu- 
pations  


880,818 
886,968 
886,884 
80,018 
778,600 
118,988 
600,910 


8,888,046 


194,808 
88,967 
84,880 
4,768 
76,788 
19,408 
54,447 


847,609 


851,964 


86,184 
10.749 
18,288 

1,501 
86,408 

8,884 
81,060 


V 

P 


B7,158 
14,078 
17,501 

8,110 
68,789 

7,597 
80,164 


114,061   198,888 


10 


The  manufacturing  industries  are  not  so  highly  developed  as  the 
percentages  would  seem  to  indicate,  that  class  including  those  en- 
gaged in  working  the  mineral  resources  of  the  various  colonies, 
amounting,  probably,  to  half  the  class. 

The  governments  of  the  various  colonies,  recognizing  the  necessity 
of  a  thrifty  rural  population  owning  their  own  homes,  have  every- 
where made  provision  for  the  easy  transfer  of  lands  from  the  Crown 
to  actual  settlers  at  nominal  prices,  providing  cheap  homes  for  agri- 
cultural colonists,  the  public  domain  thus  becoming  a  considerable  . 
source  of  revenue.  The  laws  regulating  the  disposal  of  public  lands 
for  agricultural  purposes  differ  materially  in  the  different  colonies, 
and  in  most  of  them  have  undergone  numerous  changes.  Besides 
sales  in  fee-simple  there  is  in  all  some  plan  of  deferred  payments, 
by  which  the  settler  may  take  up  lands  within  a  certain  limit,  and 
pay  for  them  in  yearly  installments.     In  addition  to  the  payments, 
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in  all  the  colonies  save  Western  Australia  and  Tasmania,  it  is  neces- 
sary t'nat  improvements  to  a  certain  value  per  acre  be  placed  upon 
the  holding  within  a  specitiei^l  time,  while  in  Victoria,  South  and 
Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania,  a  portion,  ranging  from  10  to  25 
per  cent.,  must  be  put  in  cultivation.  If  the  land  is  bought  under 
the  deferred -payment  plan,  residence  upon  it  for  a  certain  length  of 
time  is  necessary,  but  if  the  purchase  money  be  paid  in  full  the  resi- 
dence clause  is  not  binding. 

The  principal  features  of  this  deferred-payment  svstem,  corrected 
up  to  August,  1887,  are  shown,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  tabulate,  in 
the  following  statement ; 


Colony. 


Victoria 

New  South  Wales  . . 

Queensland: 

Homesteads 

other  selections 

South  Australia 

Western  Australia. . 
Tasmania 

N^w  Zealand 


*  Fencing  only. 
t7t.6<i.tol0f. 


1  Upwards. 

SFendng  or  7$.  6d.  to  \0a. 


I  IQs.  and  fencing. 
1i|Any  time. 


In  New  South  Wales  the  price  per  acre  does  not  include  interest, 
for  which  4  per  cent,  per  annum  is  charged.  The  area  which  may  be 
taken  up  varies  in  different  districts.  The  first  payment  is  2s.  per  acre, 
in  advance.  In  South  Australia  10  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money 
is  paid  in  advance,  10  more  at  the  fourth  year,  and  5  at  the  first  of 
each  following  year.  In  Tasmania  one-third  is  added  to  the  price  as 
interest  for  the  period  of  fourteen  years.  In  all  the  colonies,  when 
purchase  payment  is  completed  the  residence  clause  is  no  longer 
binding. 

Only  one  colony  has  a  _ 
munificent  plan  which  our  i  ^        _ 

to  the  homeless.  In  New  Zealand  30,000  acres  per  annum  can  be  dis- 
posed of  without  payment.  With  a  residence  of  five  years  and  a 
cultivation  of  one-third  of  the  area,  the  selector  can  claim  his  Crown 
grant ;  no  family,  however,  to  hold  more  than  200  acres. 

Under  the  various  systems  of  alienation  a  large  area  of  the  avail- 
able public  lands  of  the  colonies  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  settlers, 
either  for  agricultural  or  pastoral  purposes.  Up  to  the  close  of  1886 
the  total  land  alienated  and  in  process  of  alienation  is  thus  shown  : 


homestead  system  approaching,  even,  the 
'  Government  has  followed  in  giving  homes 
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Colony. 


Victoria 

New  South  Wales  . 

QueenslaiKl 

South  Australia  ... 
Western  Australia. 


Total... 

Tasmania 

New  Zealand . 


Grand  total. 


Fee-simple. 


Sold. 


S8,016,601 
8,880,942 
7,S87,6S8 
1,813,985 


Qi-anted. 


In  process 
'  of  auenation 
J  by  deferred 

payment. 


64,884,117 


12,008,167 


Acres.     , 
18, 4W  I 

a,i(M,rr3 

65,091  , 
870,000 


Acres. 
7,709,186 
16,1M.190 
2,.W0,»41 
8,611,806 
342,680 


8,663.290 


6,706,726 


80,897,658 


616,002 


Total  alien- 
ated  or  in 
process  of 
alienatiou. 


Acres, 
22,489,888 
41,1^,464 

10,995,874 
11.978,944 
2,155,805 


88,205,060 
4,513,454 
19,130,885 


111,849,899 


Remaining 
in  Crown. 


Acres. 

83,766,877 
166,586,580 
416,667,986 
966,918,066 
622,488,906 

1,796,856,800 
12,866,640 
47,679.486 


1,856,802.841 


Reaching  througjh  more  than  thirty  degrees  of  latitude,  with  a 
wide  range  of  altitudes,  all  climates  are  found.  The  soil  is  gen- 
erally very  fertile,  and  the  products  range  from  the  cereals  of  the 
temperate  zone  to  the  fruits  of  the  tropics.  The  principal  crops  are 
wheat  for  exportation,  and  oats,  maize,  and  potatoes  for  home  de- 
mand. The  wheat  product  increased  steadily  until  the  last  few  ypars, 
when  the  competition  now  so  keenly  felt  throughout  the  world  had 
its  effect  upon  Australasian  growers,  checking  the  steady  expansion 
of  acreage.  Wheat  growers  here  are  at  the  disadvantage  of  long 
distance  from  markets.  The  colonies  from  which  the  principal  sup- 
ply comes  are  South  Australia,  Victoria,  and  New  Zealand,  where 
the  rate  of  yield  is  about  the  same  as  in  this  country,  the  others  in 
the  aggregate  having  a  deficiency  rather  than  a  surplus. 

In  calculating  upon  the  possiole  extension  of  the  contribution  of 
wheat  from  Australasia  this  fact  tnust  be  remembered.  The  popula- 
tion in  the  colonies  which  do  not  grow  their  own  supply  is  steadily 
and  rapidly  increasing,  and  must  be  fed  by  the  surplus  from  the 
other  tnree.  Unlike  the  natives  of  India,  who  subsist  upon  the 
cheaper  grains,  and  can  thereby  largely  expand  their  exports  under 
a  stoong  demand,  the  people  of  these  colonies  are  large  wiieat-eaters, 
the  consumption  per  capita  being  possibly  greater  than  in  any  other 
country  except  France,  and  it  is  this  profitable  home  demand  from 
a  well-fed  people  that  wiU  always  be  first  supplied.  The  acreage  and 
product,  with  the  net  exportation  or  importation  in  flour  and  grain 
of  each  colony  except  Western  Australia,  in  1883,  when  the  crop 
was  the  largest  ever  grown,  are  thus  shown  : 


OolonieQ. 


New  South  Wales. . 

Victoria 

Queensland  ......  . 

^uth  Australia — 
Western  Australia . 

Tasmania 

New  Zealand 


Total. 


Acres. 


280,757 

1,1(^,892 

9,879 

1,840,151 

28,768 

41,801 

877,706 


8,097,954 


Bushels. 


4,845,487 

16,570,245 

42,842 

14,649,230 

878,981 

782,718 

9,827,186 


45,Ml,5fr3 


Net 
exportation. 


Btuhels. 


2,288,152 
'3,' 970,' 535 


15,488 
.5,139,000 


11,41?, 120 


Net 
importation. 


Bushels. 
656,835 


1,274,280 


1.930,565 


This  shows  a  surj)lu8  of  about  9,000,000  bushels,  after  supplying 
home  requirements,  in  the  y^ear  when  the  largest  crop  ever  grown  was 
produced  and  handled.  Since  that  time  the  proportion  of  the  prod- 
uct avwlable  for  exportation  in  the  surplus  colonies  has  declined, 
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while  the  demand  from  the  importing  colonies  has  measurably  in- 
creased,  and  Tasmania,  instead  of  now  having  a  small  quantity  for 
export,  imports  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  Dushels. 

The  pastoral  interests  oi  the  colonies  far  exceed  in  value  the  agri- 
cultural, having  the  advantage  of  an  earlier  development  and  gen- 
erally more  suitable  conditions.  The  increase  in  the  flocks  and  herds 
since  1860  has  been  remarkable  and  uniform.  Wool  is,  of  course, 
the  staple  product  and  constitutes  the  leading  article  of  export,  while 
during  the  last  few  years  the  shipment  of  fresh  meats  has  assumed 
considerable  importance,  and  gives  promise  of  great  development  in 
the  future. 

The  numbers  of  the  various  classes  of  stock  at  diflferent  i)eriods 
since  1870  to  1884,  as  officially  estimated,  are  thus  shown: 


Year. 


1870. 
1871, 
1880. 
1884* 


Horses. 


707,600 

877,277 

1,980,138 

1,804,985 


Cattle. 


4,719,018 
0,909,010 
8,996,770 
8,464,870 


Sheep.        Swine. 


51,904,941 
61,687,199 
75,158,688 
76,096,401 


604,848 

600,114 

1,010,744 

1,108,040 


•  *  New  Zealand  for  1885,  except  in  sheep. 

No  agricultural  statistics  for  South  Australia  having  been  collected 
since  1884,  totals  for  a  later  year  can  not  be  given. 

The  production  of  wool  is  already  affected  by  the  damage  done  to 
pasturage  by  rabbits,  and  in  some  of  the  colonies  shows  a  marked 
decline.  The  quantity  exported  from  all  the  colonies  to  foreign  coun- 
tries in  excess  of  the  imports  from  such  countries  is  thus  shown  for 
a  series  of  years: 


1                 1 

1 

Year. 

Pounds.      • 

1879 i    181,450,780 

1878 '    900,780,478 

1879 

1880 

907,080  064 
846,010,888 
896,900,886 
•    841,016.807 
401, 774,  OM 
416,618,968 
404,066,140 

1874  281,770,110 

1881 

1R7B          232.989.106  , 

1882 

1878 279,520,878  i 

1888 

1877 '    290,465,816  ' 

1884 

1878           1    801,618,670   j  1885 

!                               .1 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  clip  of  1886  and  the  wool  trade  of 
that  year  in  each  colony  are  compared  by  the  government  statistician 
of  Victoria,  in  his  report  for  1886-'87,  in  the  following  statement: 


Colonies. 


Wool  production,  1886. 


Quantity. 


Total. 


Average 
to  each 
sheep.' 


Value. 


Total. 


Averace 
perheaaof 
population. 


Victoria 

New  South  Wales. 

Queensland 

South  Australia. . . 
Western  Australia 

Total 

Ttomania 

New  Zealand 

Grand  total. 


Pound*. 
50,480,681 
171,228,480 
28,700,546 
40,991,888 
6,130,917 


PmmdM. 
4.71 
4.87 
9.96 
6.19 
8.80 


£9,778,100 

6,947.696 

1,418,906 

1,227,007 

889,510 


£  ».  d. 

2  10  8 

7  1  10 
4  5  1 

8  18  6 
8  18  10 


Percent. 
42.80 
46.80 
98.06 
48.66 
59.76 


11 
18 


907,490,916 
8.800,180 
02,741,738 


4.87 
6.16 
5.50 


12,099,120 

819,227 

8,200,499 


4  15  10 
2   7   1 

5  10   0 


42.69 
93.86 
46.06 


10 


806,541,898 


4.03 


16,218,846 


4    16     4 


49.47 
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TliG  relations  of  total  annual  rain-fall  to  wheat  yield  per  acre  are 
thus  shown  for  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales: 


DistHct. 


Ya88>. 

WellingtoD  — 
Murray  Rivor . 

Oramj^ 

Oundagoi 

Mumimbidgee 
Tamworth  — 

Young 

Bathurst 

Mudgeo 


1882. 


Per 
acre. 


Bush. 
16.2 
18.5 
10.8 
17.3 
18.2 
14.1 
17.8 
17.1 
14.6 
14.2 


Rain- 
fall. 


In. 
20.4 
18.8 
18.7 
18.4 
20.8 
16.6 
19.8 
20.4 
21.2 
18.2 


1888. 


Per 
acre. 


Bush. 
17.6 
10.2 
12.8 
17.9 
18.2 
14.6 
16.6 
16.7 
16.3 
21.9 


Rain 
faU. 


In. 

27.8 
21.1 
18.7 
21.9 
22.8 
17.9 
26.8 
27.8 
21.6 
21.5 


1884. 


Per 
acre. 


Bush. 
14.2 
14.1 
18.6 
16.7 
15.8 
14.4 
16.0 
18.4 
11.9 
14.1 


Rain- 
fall. 


In. 

20.2 
16,0 
19.1 
10.2 
16.7 
15.6 
26.3 
20.2 
21.8 
19.8 


1885. 


Per 
acre. 


Bush. 
17.0 
17.2 
9.6 
16.7 
18.4 
14.4 
16.8 
17.5 
14.8 
18.1 


Rain 
faU. 


In. 

21.1 
20.8 
15.9 
15.0 
17.6 
I  12.0 
19.7 
21.1 
19.6 
19.8 


1886. 


1887. 


Per    Rain-    Per 
acre.    foil.  ,  acre. 


Bush. 

11.1 
6.4 

12.1 
9.9 

11.4 
UO 

10.1 
9.9 
8.2 
6.8 


I 


In. 

24.8 

20.9 

20.5 

17.7 

22.5 

;  16.4 

I  21.7 

I  24.8 

20.8 

21.6 


I 


Bush. 
17.7 
16.2 
14.4 
18,8 
20.2 
19.9 
14.7 
19.2 
16.4 
10.0 


Rain- 
faU. 


In. 

27.5 

80. 0 

21.7 

88.3 

26.8 

16.3 

20.8 

29.9 

80.7 

81.1 


In  Victoria  experiments  with  irrigation  have  proved  successful  as 
far  as  tried.  In  1884  there  were  6,935  acres  irrigated;  in  1885,  7,040; 
in  1886,  13,749;  in  1887,  21,342.  The  following  table  gives  the  yield 
per  acre  upon  irrigated  and  unirrigated  land  in  the  latter  year: 


Crop. 

Irrigated. 

Unirrigated. 

Excess  on  ir- 
rigated land. 

Wheat 

bushels.. 

14.92 
17.41 
4.86 
1.27 
25:98 

10.27 
14.60 
8.02 
.62 
19.10 

4  66 

Oats 

Potatoes 

Hav 

do... 

tons.. 

do... 

2.72 

1.28 

G5 

Grapes 

cwt.. 

6.88 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  LAND  IN  FRANCE. 

The  French  ministry  of  agriculture  made  a  general  agricultural ' 
inquiry  or  census  in  1840, 1852, 1862,  and  again  in  1882,  that  naturallv 
coming  in  1872  having  been  omitted  in  conseauence  of  tKe  war  witn 
Prussia  and  its  demoralizing  results.     The  following  table  shows  the 
distribution  of  lands  in  1882: 


Description. 


State  property: 

woodis  and  fOTests. 
Various  domains  . . . 


Total  state  property. 

Departmental  property 

Oonmiunal  j>roperty . 


Property  or  public  and  other  institutions 
Host 


:ospitals. 

Churches,  seminaries,  and  convents 

Benevolent  and  charitable  institutions 

Religious  congregations 

Roilroadst  and  various  anonymous  societies  . 


Total  property  of  institutions . 
Individual  possessions 


Total  defined  property . 
Undefined  


Average 

embraced 

insub- 


Hectares.  ♦ 

996,854 

12,801 


190,122 
48,371 
88,0q22 
20,423 

m,7m 


Total  area  of  Franco . 


Area  embraced  in  prin- 
cipal classes. 


Hectares. 


1,011.186 

6,518 

4,621,450 


881,596 
46,025,506 


61,016,814 
1,810,885 


62,857,109 


Acres. 


2,496,564 

16,098 

11,419,608 


942,929 
111,258,258 


126,186,442 
4,474,097 


180,610,180 


Pop  cent, 
of  total 


1.91 
0.01 
8.74 


0.72 

85.19 


96.57 
8.48 


100.00 


*  A  hectare  is  2.471  acres. 

t  Of  land  occupied  by  railroads  only  what  actually  belongs  to  them  is  here  included. 
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It  appears  from  the  above  table  that  over  85  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
area  of  France  is  the  property  of  private  individuals.  Of  the  total 
area  there  is  1)5.7  per  cent,  of  agricultural  territory,  50,560,716  hec- 
tares, or  124,935,529  acres. 

The  taxable  area  is  94.7  per  cent.,  50,035,159  hectares,  or  123,636,878 
acres. 

Deducting  from  the  total  agricultural  area  (50,560,716  hectares)  the 
area  embraced  in  tlio  woods  and  forests  of  the  state  (998,854  hectares), 
there  remains  a  taxable  agricultural  area  of  49,561,862  hectares 
(122.467,361  acres). 

NUMBER   AND   SIZE  OF  FARMS. 

Our  census  designates  all  places  cultivated  as  **  farms,"  which  the 
English  report  as  ^'holdings,  'and  the  French  as  "*  exploitations."  It 
is  a  portion  of  land,  large  or  small,  farm  or  garden,  orchard  or  vine- 
yard, under  a  single  management.  The  three  usual  divisions  relat- 
ing to  size — small,  medium,  and  large  culture — were  increased  in  1882 
by  another — minute  culture.  In  comparing  Avith  our  own  divisions, 
it  should  be  understood  that  our  ** farms"  nave  a  minimum  limit  of 
3  acres,  or  less  than  3  acres  if  the  products  reach  S500  in  value.  The 
f olio wing^  table  gives  the  number  of  separate  places  enumerated,  ac- 
cording to  grade  of  culture  and  the  proportionate  area  occupied  by 
each  grade: 


Classt^  of  farms  and  desi^ations 
of  oultuivs.         * 

Number  of 
farms. 

Total  areas 

comprised 

therein. 

Average 

area  of  one 

farm. 

l>roportionaI  distribu- 
tion— 

Of  the 

number  of 

farms. 

Oftheareafi 

comprised 

therein. 

Minute  culture,  Mnder  1  hectare 

2,167,667 
1,865,878 

709,  ir,a 

Hectares. 
1,083,883 

.5,5<yr,63M 

11,306,274 

6,470,295 
4,951,tCi-) 
3,424,380 

14,^15,650 

22.260,104 

48,478,028 

49,561,861 

Hectare*, 
0.50 

8.00 
7.50 

4.31 

Per  cent. 
38.2 

13.6 

Per  cent. 
2.2 

Over  1  hectare: 
Small  culture - 
1  to  5  hectares 

11  8 

5  to  10  hectares 

11.0 

1  to  10  hectart^ 

2,685,030 

46.5 
7.(5 

^.9 

Medium  culture: 

10  to  30  hectare© 

481.858 
VJS,041 

ri>7,222 

15.00 
25.00 
85.00 

20.41 

13.1 

20  to  80  hectar»« 

8.6                   9.9 

30  to  40  hectareB 

1.7                  6.9 

10  to  40  hectares 

12.8  1              29.9 

Large  culture ,  over  40  hectares . 

l,X.7r             ^^^.5~ 
18.83               61.8 
8.74  1            100.0 

45^ 

Totals  and  avera*^  for  oil 
farms  over  1  hectare 

Grand  total  and  general  av- 
erage for  all  farms 

3.5W.340 
6,672.007 

97.8 
100.0 

1 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  smaller  classes  com- 
prise nearly  85  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  farms  or  holdings, 
while  less  than  15  percent,  in  the  whole  of  France  average  more 
than  25  acres;  that  the  average  size  of  French  farms,  exclusive  of 
those  of  less  than  1  hectare,  which  is  below  our  limit,  is  33.17  acres, 
about  one-fourth  the  average  size  of  American  farms.     The  foUow- 
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ing  statement  shows  the  proportion  of  the  whole  number  of  holdings 
and  of  the  total  area  comprised  in  each  class: 


Minute  culture. 
Small  culture . . 
Medium  culture 
Lar^  culture... 

Total 


Proportion  of  total. 

Number  of      Aroa  in 
exploita-  ■  exploita-' 


Percent.  ! 

Percent. 

88.2    ; 

2.2 

46.5 

22.9 

12.8 

29.9 

9.5 

46.0 

100.0 ! 


100.0 


The  large  holdings,  while  comprising  less  than  3  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number,  occupy  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  area.  Further 
subdivision  of  this  class  is  made,  and  the  very  small  number  of  really 
large  farms  in  France  is  shown: 


Classes  of  ezploitAtioiis. 


From  40  to  ao  hectares. . 
From  50  to  100  hectares. 
From  100  to  20O  hectares, 
From  2(X)  to  300  hectares 
From  300  to  400  hectares 
From  400  to  500  hectares 
Over  000 

Total 


Number  of 

Per  cent. 

exploi- 
tations. 

of  total 

niunber. 

56.410 

89.71 

56,800 

40.ft> 

20,(>« 

U.bii 

s.rjKv 

a.oii 

1,0.V3 

I.IC 

704 

0.50 

217 

0.15 

142,088 

100.00 

The  holdings  of  less  than  10  hectares  comprise  nearly  85  per  cent, 
of  tlie  whole  number,  although  scaroelv  one-fourth  of  the  total  area. 
Including  the  places  averaging  10  to  20  hectares,  the  holdings  not  ex- 
ceeding 20  hectares  include  more  than  92  per  cent,  of  all  and  38.2  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  area.  The  occupants  are  almost  entirely  peasants, 
the  industrious  and  economical  class  of  sturdy  citizens  on  whom  the 
power  of  the  state  chiefly  rests.  It  is,  therefore,  not  accurate  to  as- 
sume that  the  principal  part  of  the  rural  territory  of  France  is  hold 
in  very  small  farms.  Nearly  30  per  cent,  is  in  medium  holdings  of 
10  to  40  hectares  (24.71  to  98.84  acres)  and  45  per  cent,  in  those  iiliove 
40  hectares.  Nor  are  there  many  very  large  farms,  there  being  only 
217  exceeding  500  hectares. 

In  the  distribution  of  these  categories  of  agricultural  holdings 
those  of  less  than  1  hectare  are  found  to  be  the  most  numerous  near 
the  L^reat  centers  of  population,  where  gardening  is  largely  developed, 
and  ill  departments  having  a  rich  soil  suitable  to  the  cultivation  of 
inciiistrial  plants  or  adapted  to  vineyard  culture. 
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WHEAT  CROP  OF  INDIA. 

The  harvest  of  1887-88,  as  estimated  by  the  revenue  and  agricult- 
ural department  of  India,  aggregates  266,882,112  bushels  of  60  pounds 
each,  an  average  crop,  as  the  "supposed  normal  outturn  "is  264, 744,965 
bushels.  The  area  is  placed  at  26,854,882  acres,  3  or  4  per  cent,  less 
than  the  normal  area  of  27,825,313.  The  former  average  area  for 
many  years  past  has  been  assumed  to  be  26,000,000  acres  in  round 
numbers.  The  rule  has  recently  been  adopted  to  consider  the  normal 
area  the  "average  of  the  areas  of  the  preceding  five  years." 

The  small  increase  of  five  years  ago  has  not  been  sustained,  nor 
has  the  average^  production  m  wheat  been  enlarged,  or  the  surplus 
for  exportation  increased.  The  prophecies  of  rapid  extension  of 
wheat-growing,  made  so  strenuously  by  commercial  authorities, 
have  not  been  verified.  On  the  contrary,  the  views  presented  by 
the  Statistician  have  been  supported  by  the  facts.  The  official  state- 
ment of  area  and  product  is  as  follows: 

Wheat  crop  of  1887-88  compared  with  normal  crop. 


K 


FtOTfnces,  etc. 


Area. 


1888,  as  as- 
oertcdned 
up  to  end 
of  April. 


Supposed 
normal. 


Outturn. 


Estimated  for  1888. 


Supposed  normaL 


Provinces  in  which  statistics 
cure  based  on  annucU  survey. 

Punjab 

NW.  Provinces  and  Oudh  .... 

Central  Provinces 

Bombay  (including  Baroda). . 
Berar 


Acres. 
6,179,800 
♦4,058,854 
4,eS01,688 
8,010,954 
1,062,018 


Acres. 
6,765,000 
♦5,081,600 
8,9tJ7,C00 
«,  871, 000 
865,000 


Tons. 

1,668,506 

1,907,000 

1,188,800 

882,475 

154,727 


Total. 


19,797,709 


19,689,500 


5,781,508 


218,976,209 


Provinces  and  native  states 
in  which  statistics  are  based 
on  rough  estimates. 

Bengal  (Behar) 

Rajputann 

Oentral  India 

Hyderabad 

Itfysore 

Kashmir 


1,086,212 
1,514,605 
2,884,766 
1,067,022 
6,660 
600,000 


1,867,516 
1.984,554 
8,500,000 
1,016,748 
17,000 
600,000 


806,000 
865,799 
508,408 
102,828 
762 
188,888 


Total 

Grand  total. 


7,067.178 


8,285.818       1.417,120 


36,864,882 


27,825,813  I    7,148,628 


Bushels. 
62,290,890 
71,194,667 
42.516,200 
82,199,067 

6,776,476 


Tons. 
2,014,W1 
1,808,150 
846,870 
788,961 
128,280 


6,615,888 


11,424,000 
18,666,496 
18,980,565 

8,888,912 
28,076 

4,977,766 


867,618 
417,208 
600,000 
66,828 
2,019 
188,888 


62,905,818 


1,476,501 


286,882,112 


7,091,888 


Bushels, 
75.214,8^4 
70,077,600 
81,679,147 
27,401,211 
4,7Qy,258 


200,669,505 


18,860,885 
16,575,765 
18,666,667 

2,488,913 
75,876 

4,977,705 


65,065,870 


264,744,965 


♦  The  areas  for  Northwest  Provinces  and  Oudh  are  exclusive  of  land  on  which  wheat  and  some  other 
grain  were  grown  togethw. 


HOP  PRODUCTION  IN  EUROPE. 

The  area  and  product  of  hops,  as  deduced  from  the  records  of  pro- 
duction of  the  principal  hop-growing  countries  of  Europe  for  several 
years  past,  are  thus  presented: 

GREAT  BRTTAIN. 


Years. 

Acres. 

Product. 

Yield 
per  acre. 

IRg.5      

71,827 
70,127 
03.700 
58.40-1 

Cwts. 
509,170 
776,144 
457,516 

Pounds. 
57,027,040 
86,928,128 
51,941,080 

Pounds. 
800 

1H86 

1,::^ 

18R7 

fc04 

1888        
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Years. 


lftS3 
1886 


Areft. 


Hectares. 

Aa-es. 

3,409 

8,57-2 

3,a2C 

8,219 

3,803 

0,545 

3,456 

8,540 

Product. 


OuintaJs. 
41,2ft(> 
45,533  I 
49,404  I 
41,140  I 


Pounds. 

9,098,975 
10,038,205 
10,891,000 

9, 071,  TOO 


Rato  of  yield. 


Per  hectare.    Per  aero. 


QuintaU. 
11.80 
13.69 
12.79 
11.91 


Pounds. 
1,001 

i,aai 

1,141 
1,068 


NETHERLANDS. 


1883 

1835 

18jJ 


187 
206 
211 
218 


462 
609 
521 
539 


2,430 
3,780 
1,830 
3,220 


585,718 
822,310 
403,442 

709,881 


12.99 
18.11 
8.67 
14.77 


1,160 

1,610 

774 

1,317 


GERMANY. 


1883 
18S1 
1885 
1886 
1887 


45,987.1 
46,689.5 
47,890.5 
47,370.6 
46,952.4 


118,511 
115,870 
117,102 
117,058 
116,019 


221,802 
288,700 
882,011 
802,025 
248,984 


48,806,469 
63,646,802 
78, 195, 145 
66,584,432 
53,777,690 


4.83 
6.18 
7.01 
0.38 
5.20 


431 
5:c5 
625 
509 
404 


AUSTRIA 


1883. 
18W. 
188."^. 
1880. 


12,525 
12,775 
14,560 


80,  M9 
81,567 
35,978 


30,179 
40,064 
68,014 
49,225 


8,687,402 
8,832,609 
12,796,380 
10,852,144 


3.20 
4.54 
8.38 


285 
405 
302 


COMPARATIVE  RATES  OP  YIELD. 

For  convenient  comparison  of  the  rates  of  yield  in  the  several 
countries,  they  are  presented  in  pounds  per  acre  in  parallel  columns 
below:  . 


Years. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Neth- 

Germany. 

Austria. 

1878 

1,049 
906 
999 

885 
1,001 
1,221 
1,141 
1,062 

804 

807 

980 

978 

845 

1,160 

1.616 

774 

1,817 

624 
875 
686 
632 
4(V4 
481 
652 

es& 

609 
464 

819 
4:^2 
477 
888 
861 

1879 

1880 ;....; 

1881 

1882 

1888 

18W 

285 
4(11 
302 

1885 

800 

1,»40 

801 

1886 ;:.:': 

1887 : 

Digitized  by 


Google 


474  EEPORT   OF   TUB   COMMISSIONER   Ot'   AGRICULTITRfe. 


DIVISION  WORK  AND  METHODS. 

The  work  of  this  Division  includes  every  department  of  agricultural 
statistics,  in  this  country  especially,  and  throughout  the  "world  so 
far  as  relates  to  foreign  products  that  compete  with  those  of  the 
United  States.  It  involves  the  record,  tabulation,  and  co-ordination 
of  sucli  statistics  of  production,  distribution,  and  consumption,  tlio 
authorized  data  of  governments,  institutes,  societies,  boards  of  trade, 
and  of  individual  experts.  It  requires  the  collation  and  record  of 
prices,  a  series  of  invaluable  statistics  illustrating  the  action  of  tlie 
law  of  supply  and  demand,  trade  regulations  and  restrictions,  mone- 
tavj  distribution,  and  even  the  changes  caused  by  the  arbitrary  edicts 
of  fashion. 

The  publications  of  this  Division  consist  of  an  annual  report. which 
is  published  in  the  annual  volume  issued  by  order  of  Congress;  a 
monthly  series  of  reports  of  the  Statistician;  occasional  special  re- 
ports, involving  more  thorough  statistical  investigation  of  topics  of 
present  public  interest;  and  maps  and  charts  illustrating  the  statis- 
tics of  agriculture.  (){  the  monthly,  an  edition  of  about  20,000  is 
issued  for  the  use  of  county  reporters  and  for  editors  and  writers,  as 
it  is  practicable  to  furnish  the  information  only  through  the  medium 
of  the  press,  and  not  to  the  millions  of  individuals  interested.  The 
main  purpose  of  the  crop  reports  is  to  give  accurate  information  of 
crop  areas,  conditions,  and  prospects,  lor  the  information  of  pro- 
ducers and  consumers,  and  for  their  protection  against  combination 
and  extortion  in  the  handling  of  the  products  of  agriculture.  For 
this  purpose  the  theory  is  accepted  that  the  unadorned  truth,  without 
exaggeration  or  underestimate,  is  the  best  for  growers  and  buyers. 

The  crop-reporting  section  of  this  Division  is  important,  and  natu- 
rally elicits  a  popular  interest,  but  it  does  not  pretend  to  occupy  a 
place  in  the  domain  of  exact  statistics.  Its  uses  are  mainly  temix)- 
rary.  The  organization  of  this  work  was  referred  to  onihe  first  page 
of  this  report.  The  methods  may  not  be  so  well  known,  and  may 
properly  be  indicated  in  connection  with  the  reference  to  the  general 
scope  of  the  work  of  the  Division  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

County  correspondents  make  monthly  returns  on  the  first  day  of 
each  month  by  filling  blank;  forms  relating  to  special  topics.  As  the 
main  inquiries  occur  annually  in  the  same  month,  the  corres])ondent 
knows  precisely  what  is  expected  and  prepares  for  it.  Occasionallj^ 
a  new  subject  of  inquiry  gives  variety  to  the  work.  The  regular  in- 
vestigations relate  to  increase  or  decrease  of  farm  animals,  commer- 
cial distribution  of  farm  products,  condition  of  farm  stock  at  the 
close  of  the  winter,  losses  of  farm  animals  during  the  year,  condition 
of  winter  grain  in  spring,  the  progress  of  spring  planting,  the  rela- 
tive area  of  the  principal  crops,  condition  of  growing  crops  u})  to  the 
time  of  ripening,  yield  per  acre,  and  the  product  of  the  year.  Thr^e 
comparisons  are  made  for  each  county,  which  has  a  known  status  in 
production.  Were  they  for  unknown  areas,  some  for  a  large  dis- 
trict, others  for  a  small  one,  or  for  a  single  farm,  the  result  would  be 
uncertain  and  inconsequential. 

The  effect  of  differences  in  crop  areas  covered  by  reports,  upon  tlio 
averagers  of  a  State,  is  so  great  as  to  render  valueless  a  *' straight 
average,''  or  the  average  of  the  amateur.  This  is  found  by  adding 
the  percentage  column  and  dividing  by  the  number  of  returns.  Tho 
true  average  is  found  by  giving  to  each  return  its  proper  weight  or 
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relative  standing  in  production  of  the  crop  under  consideration. 
The  following  statement,  supposed  to  be  the  return  of  condition  of 
corn  in  five  Illinois  counties,  will  clearly  illustrate  the  two  averages 
and  their  differences : 


County. 

Percent- 
age of 
condition. 

96. 
Cfi 
100 
70 
67 

Normal  crop. 

Crop  modi- 
tied  by 
condition. 

McLean 

BU8h€l8. 

11,976,681 
454,705 

11,148,779 
306,960 
450,010 

11,787,049 

Alexander 

La  Salle        

305,  t58 
11,148,779 

Hardin 

;J14,872 

Massac 

^1,507 

Total 

400 

94,887,036 

88,707,766 

ATerage  of  condition 

80 

97.4 

This  extended  or  true  average  is  thus  worked  out  for  each  question 
and  each  State  for  every  county  reported.  The  apparent  indication 
of  the  average  by  number  of  counties  in  this  example,  is  for  four- 
fifths  of  a  full  crop;  the  real  significance  of  the  returns  is  a  depre- 
ciation of  only  2. 6  per  cent,  instead  of  20  per  cent.  The-^rror  amounts 
to  over  one-sixth  of  the  crop,  and  it  is  in  the  compilation  and  not  in 
the  county  estimates.  This  shows  the  utter  irrelevancy  and  worth- 
lessness  of  an  average  based  on  the  number  of  returns,  with  no  refer- 
ence to  the  breadth  of  crop  covered  by  each. 

The  tabulation,  including  this  arithmetical  consolidation  to  obtain 
a  true  average  of  the  local  estimates  as  returned,  is  ready  for  the 
statistician  on  the  seventh  or  eighth  day  of  each  month,  who  scruti- 
nizes the  original  returns,  makes  allowances  for  obvious  misinter- 
Sretation  of  inquiries  and  manifest  vagaries  in  judgment,  harmonizes 
iscrepancies  between  these  results  and  parallel  results  obtained  by 
State  agents  in  a  similar  way,  and  thus  perfects  the  State  averages. 
The  general  average  of  the  crop,  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  is  made 
by  a  similar  application  of  State  averages  to  the  aggregate  products 
of  each. 

The  section  of  freight  rates  collects  every  month  the  freight  rates 
charged  by  the  transpoi'tation  companies  of  the  United  States  on  the 
first  aay  of  the  month  and  prepares  the  returns  for  publication  in  the 
monthly  reports.  This  section  also  supervises  the  work  of  the  State 
statistical  agents,  which  is  similar,  in  a  limited  area,  to  the  crop- 
reporting  work  of  the  Statistician,  and  comprises  also  local  special 
investigation. 

The  consuls  of  the  United  States,  with  the  aid  of  European  statis- 
ticians and  experts  in  agricultural  and  commercial  information,  also 
collect  for  the  use  of  this  Division  statistics  which  relate  primarily  to 
those  products  in  which  the  United  States  have  a  comjK^itivc  in- 
terest. Mr.  E.  J.  Moffat,  deimty  consul-general  at  London,  has  had 
the  direction  of  this  branch  of  the  service  since  its  organization,  and 
is  worthy  of  special  commendation  for  his  efficiency  and  promptness. 

The  Division  is  also  about  to  make  a  statistical  survey  of  the  States 
and  Territories  of  the  vast  Rocky  Mountain  region,  the  agricultural 
capabilities  of  which  are  as  yet  comparatively  unknown  ;  and  also, 
from  time  to  time,  a  similar  survey  of  the  resources  and  products  of 
the  older  States. 
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An  important  feature  in  tlie  current  work  of  this  Division  is  the 
preparation  of  a  series  of  charts  and  maps  to  show  the  geographical 
distribution  and  limitation  of  important  crops.  During  the  past 
year  a  series  of  large  maps  and  diagrams  was  prepared  for  the  Cin- 
cinnati Centennial  Exposition  and  exhibited  during  its  continuance, 
and  another  has  been  sent  to  the  Paris  Exposition,  to  be  exhibited 
during  the  summer  of  1889. 

In  this  series  four  large  maps  of  the  United  States  are  presented, 
illustrating  the  progress  of  twenty-eig;ht  years  in  the  growing  of 
cereals,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  and  showing  the  distribution  of  each 
product,  by  States,  at  three  different  dates. 

The  diagrams,  sixteen  in  number,  show  the  local  variation  in  rate 
of  production  of  some  of  the  principal  crops,  and  the  annual  varia- 
tion of  the  aggregate  product,  the  relation  of  price  to  production, 
and  the  proportion  of  products  exported.  It  also  shows  the  distribu- 
tion and  increase  of  farm  animals,  the  annual  exportation  of  beef 
products,  and  the  aggregate  value  by  decades  of  all  exports  of  beef 
and  beeves,  and  the  course  of  exportation  of  swine  products.  Among 
other  points  of  illustration  are  the  rates  of  wages  of  farm  labor,  by 
groups  of  States,  the  values  at  different  dates  of  principal  products, 
and  a  classification  of  agricultural  and  non-agricultural  products  in 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  country,  including  both  exports  and  imports. 
The  progress  of  railroad  building  is  also  shown,  from  1850  to  the 
present  time. 

The  following  are  the  titles  of  the  graphic  illustrations  which  ex- 
hibit the  resources  and  production  of  American  agriculture  at  the 
coming  w:orld's  exposition  at  Paris  : 

No.    1.  Wheat  Distribution  in  the  United  States.    Crops  of  1859, 1879,  and  1887. 
No.    2.  Corn  Distribution  in  the  United  States.    Crops  of  1859, 1879,  and  1887. 
.•,     No.    8.  Oats  Distribution  in  the  United  States.     Crops  of  1859, 1879,  and  1887. 
No.    4.  Cotton  iuid  Tobacco  Distribution  in  the  United  States.    Crops  of  1859, 

1879,  and  1886. 
No.    5.  Product  and  Export  of  Com. 
No.    6.  Average  Yield  and  Price  of  Com,  1871  to  1877. 
No.    7.  Acreage  and  Product  of  Wheat. 
No.    8.  Product  and  Export  of  Wheat. 
No.    9.  Progress  of  Cereal  Production. 

No.  10.  Produce  Per  Capita  of  Cereals  in  Europe  and  the  United  States. 
No.  11.  Increase  of  Fami  Animals. 
No.  12.  Export  of  Hog  Products. 
No.  13.  Exports  of  Beef. 

No.  14.  Product  and  Export  of  Cotton,  1841  to  1887. 
No.  15.  Increase  of  Values  of  Farm  Products. 
No.  16.  Value  of  products  of  American  Agriculture.     Proportion  Exported 

1886-'87. 
No.  17.  Average  Wages  of  Farm  Labor. 
No.  18.  Foreign  Trade  of  the  United  States  1887-88. 
No.  19.  Dietaries  of  Different  Peoples. 
No.  20.  Increase  of  Railroad  Mileage  in  the  United  States. 

The  clerical  force  actually  employed  in  the  Division  work  averages 
fifty-five  persons.  The  demands  upon  the  service  are  constant]}^  in- 
creasing, as  the  interests  of  agriculture  are  enlarged  in  the  United 
States,  and  as  the  appreciation  of  the  practical  value  of  statistics,  in 
legislation,  in  business,  in  rural  and  social  economy,  becomes  more 
general  and  profound. 

J,  R.  Dodge, 

Statistician. 
Hon.  Norman  J.. Coalman, 

' '  ^^^  'Commissioner. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January,  1889. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  third  amiual  report 
upon  the  operations  of  the  Division  of  Economic  Ornithology  and 
Mammalogy,  covering  the  year  1888.  It  consists  of  five  parts,  as 
follows :  (1)  Scope  of  the  work;  (2)  methods  of  inquiry;  (3)  stiatement 
of  work  done  during  the  year;  (4)  the  geographical  distribution  of 
species;  and  (5)  special  reports  embodying  results  of  investigations. 
Respectfully, 

C.  Hart  Merriam, 
Chief  of  Division  of 
Ornithology  arid  Mammalogy, 
Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman, 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 


In  my  last  report,  two  bulletins  were  mentioned  as  ready  for  the 
printer.  One  of  these,  on  the  English  Sparrow  in  America,  is  still 
m  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer.  The  other,  on  Bird  Migration 
in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  was  issued  in  November,  1888.  It  is  a 
compact  octavo  volume  of  313  pages,  accompanied  by  an  admirable 
colored  altitude  map  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  showing  in  different 
tints  the  contours  or  100,  500, 1,000,  and  2,000  feet,  and  also  the  posi- 
tion of  the  observation  stations.  The  publication  of  this  work  is  an 
event  of  much  impoi-tance  botl\  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  to  the  science  of  ornithology.  Its  distribution  to  the  regular 
observers  of  the  Division  has  resulted  in  the  receipt  of  letters  from 
hundreds  of  persons  desirous  of  securing  it,  many  of  whom  have 
volunteered  tneir  services  as  observers;  and  it  has  i^ven  a  great 
stimulus  to  the  study  of  ornithology  in  the  region  of  which  it  treats — 
a  region  covering  more  than  one-third  the  total  area  of  the  United 
States,  and  including  considerably  more  than  half  the  species  and 
subspecies  of  birds  known  to  inhabit  North  America.  It  affords  a 
more  substantial  foundation  for  the  detailed  study  of  the  distribu- 
tion and  migration  of  birds  than  exists  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
world. 

SCOPE  OF    THE  WORK. 

The  scope  of  the  work  of  this  Division,  as''  defined  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, is,  **  the  promotion  of  economic  ornithology  and  mammalogy, 
an  investigation  of  the  food  habits,  distribution,  and  migrations  of 
North  American  birds  and  mammals,  in  relation  ^.Qjg^^iciilture,  hor- 
ticulture, and  forestry."    The  function  of  the  Division,  then,  consists 
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in  the  collection  of  facts  relating  to  the  above  subjects,  and  in  the 
arrangement  and  publication  of  these  facts  in  the  form  of  special 
reports  and  bulletins.  The  field  thus  outlined  is  so  large,  and  the 
ainoimt  of  money  ap^jropriated  for  the  work  so  small,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  cover  more  than  a  very  limited  portion  of  the  ground; 
hence  of  necessity  the  investigations  thus  far  made  have  been  along 
sj^ecial  lines.  At  the  same  time,  since  it  costs  no  more  to  ask  ten 
questions  than  it  does  to  ask  one,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Divi- 
sion in  preparing  its  circulars  and  schedules  to  request  more  infor- 
mation than  can  be  put  to  immediate  use,  hoping  that  at  some  future 
time  it  may  be  possible  to  elaborate  and  publish  the  whole.  The 
result  of  this  course  is  the  receipt  of  an  immense  mass  of  material 
of  great  value,  which  the  limited  force  of  the  Division  is  wholly 
unable  to  handle. 

METHODS  OF  INQUIRY. 

The  princi])al  ways  of  gathering  information  are,  (a)  by  personal 
observation  on  the  part  of  the  staff  of  the  Division  and  its  special 
field  agents;  (fc)  by  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  farmers  and 
others  in  extending  these  observations  over  the  entire  country ;  (c) 
by  the  collation  of  wliat  has  been  already  published  on  the  subject; 
and  (d)  by  examination  of  stomach  contents  in  the  laboratory.  With 
these  objects  in  view  general  circulars  and  schedules  on  the  migration 
and  geographical  distribution  of  birds  have  been  sent  out  twice 
each  year,  and  special  circulars,  asking  for  detailed  information  on 
particular  subjects,  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time. 

STATEMENT   OF   WORK   DONE   IN   1888. 

The  work  of  the  Division  during  the  year  1888  has-been  confined 
to  the  collection  ;\nd  elahorati(m  of  material  relating  to  the  general 
subjects  alre^ady  mentioned. 

My  last  report  contained  tabulated  results  of  the  critical  examina- 
tion of  more  tlian  a  thonsand  stomachs  of  liawks  anjd  owls,  prepared 
by  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher,  assistant  ornithologist.  The  work  in  this  direc- 
tion has  been  continued  during  the  past  year,  and  the  final  results, 
together  with  copious  notes  on  the  distribution  and  food  habits  of 
the  species  concern(»d,  will  appear  in  a  spe(*ial  illustrated  bulletin  al- 
ready in  an  advanced  wtage  of  preparation. 

Another  assistant.  Prof.  Walter  B.  Barrows,  has  spent  much  time 
in  the  examination  of  the  stomachs  of  crows,  the  results  of  which  ^ve 
incorporated  in  the  present  report. 

In  undertaking  to  identify  the  stomach  contents  of  fruit-eating 
and  seed-eating  birds,  it  became  evident  at  once  that  no  substantial 
progress  could  be  made  without  a  reference  collection  of  seeds,  berries, 
and  the  pits  of  fruits.  Such  a  carpological  collection  does  not  exist 
either  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  or  the  United  States  National 
Museum.  Therefore  it  has  been  necessary  for  niem})ers  of  tlie  Di- 
vision to  collect  this  indispensable  material  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  identifying  the  stomach  contents  of  crows,  blackbirds,  and 
many  other  species. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  arranging  for  publication 
the  large  amount  of  information  in  hand  relating  to  the  depreda- 
tions of  Blackbirds,  but  this  work,  as  well  as  that  relating  U)  the 
Rice-bird  or  Bobolink,  is  held  back  temj^orarily  for  lack  of  siifficient 
competent  field  observation  and  experiment  to  complete  the  investi- 
gation3  and  detetinine  the  economic  status  of  the  species. 
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Perhaps  the  most  important  feature  of  the  work  of  the  year  has 
been  the  collection  and  partial  arrangement  of  material  for  one  or 
more  bulletins  on  the  Pocket  Gophers  and  Ground  Squirrels  of  the 
United  States,  an  undertaking  of  surpassing  importance  to  the  agri- 
culturists not  only  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  but  of  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  western  two-thirds  of  tne  continent.  The  magnitude 
of  the  losses  occasionod  by  these  animals,  and  the  imperative  de- 
mand for  remedies,  ardsrflmost  unknown  in  the  Eastern  States.  Dur- 
ing the  past  summer  an  energetic  field  agent  has  devoted  much  time 
to  this  work  in  Nebraska,  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  Utah,  and  the 
chief  of  this  Division  visited  parts  of  Montana,  Washington  Terri- 
tory, Oregon,  and  California  in  order  to  study  personallv  the  differ- 
ent phases  of  the  problem  there  presented,  as  well  as  tne  remedial 
measures  employed  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  attempt  to  remedy  the  Gopher  evil  by  the  award  of  bounties 
has  proved  as  useless  as  in  the  case  of  the  Raobit  plague  and  Sparrow 
scourge  ;  and  the  persistency  with  which  this  method  is  resorted  to 
shows  the  necessity  for  a  compilation  of  bounty  laws  and  their  re- 
sults, at  least  in  the  United  States.  Such  a  compilation  was  begun 
two  years  ago  in  connection  with  the  Sparrow  investigation,  and  nas 
been  continued  since,  its  scope  having  been  enlarged  to  cover  all  le^is- 
lati(  m  directly  affecting  undomesticated  birds  and  mammals.  During 
the  year  1888  letters  have  been  written  to  all  the  county  treasurers  of 
Minnesota,  Dakota,  and  Iowa,  two  hundred  and  eighty  in  number, 
asking  if  bounties  were  paid  on  Gophers,  and,  if  so,  requesting  specific 
information  as  to  the  statute  or  ordinance  under  which  said  bounties 
were  offered,  tlie  dates  between  which  the  law  was  held  operative, 
and  the  amounts  disbursed  on  account  of  each  species.  A  synopsis 
of  the  information  received  in  reply  to  these  letters  will  appear  in 
the  Gopher  bulletin. 

A  not  unimportant  incidental  feature  of  the  routine  work  of  the 
Division  consists  in  the  identification  of  specimens  of  birds  and 
mammals  sent  to  the  Department  for  this  purpose.  Among  those 
received  during  the  year  1888,  in  addition  to  those  sent  by  private  in- 
dividuals scattered  over  the  whole  country,  were  small  collections 
from  the  Geological  and  Natural  History  Survey  of  Canada  (includ- 
ing several  species  new  to  science),  and  from  the  museum  of  Lavalle 
University  at  Quebec.  The  total  number  of  specimens  received  for 
identification  in  1888  considerably  exceeded  a  tnousand.  The  num- 
ber is  constantly  on  the  increase,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
that  great  good  is  done  by  thus  diffusing  among  tne  people  an  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  birds  and  mammals  with  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Division  has  been  reduced  to  a  system 
designed  to  expedite  the  various  operations  involved,  and  to  facili- 
tate reference  to  and  future  collation  of  the  voluminous  material  col- 
lected ;  but  the  amount  of  office  work  largely  increases  from  year  to 
year,  and  has  already  assumed  dimensions  disproportionate  to  the 
working  force. 

General  circiriars  and  schedules  relating  to  the  migration  and  geo- 
graphical distribution  of  North  American  birds  are  mailed  semi- 
annually to  nearly  three  thousand  regular  correspondents,  and  cir- 
culars on  special  subjects  are  prepared  and  sent  out  as  occasion 
demands. 

Scores  of  thousands  of  small  birds  are  killed  eacli  year  by  striking 
the  light-houses  along  the  coasts  and  lakes  of  the  United  States  and 
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Canada,  and  the  keepers  of  these  lights  are  requested  to  transmit  to 
this  Division  full  accounts  of  the  phenomena  accompanying  such 
catastrophes,  together  with  specimens  (heads  and  wings)  of  tho  birds 
killed.  The  material  thus  contributed  is  sufficient  in  itself  to  occupy 
an  assistant  during  the  entire  year,  and  when  to  this  is  added  tho 
equally  valuable  reports  of  many  hundred  voluntary  inland  observers 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  ^  will  be  seen  that  little 
can  be  accomplished  with  the  present  force  or  the  Division,  now  al- 
most exclusively  occupied  in  the  more  purely  economic  phases  of 
the  work. 

All  information  received,  whether  in  reply  to  circulars  or  con- 
tributed independently,  is  indorsed  with  the  name  and  address  of  its 
contributor,  the  date,  and  a  brief  statement  of  its  contents;  it  is  then 
filed  and  indexed  for  ready  reference.  Careful  separation  is  made  of 
notes  relating  to  the  different  subjects  under  investigation  in  order 
to  facilitate  its  ready  access  and  arrangement  for  bulletins  or  reports 
on  special  species  or  groups  of  species.  A  record  index  of  all  mat- 
ter received  is  kept  on  cards  printed  for  that  purpose,  and  arranged 
alphabetically  according  to  localities.  General  interest  in  the  prac- 
tical work  of  the  Division  increases,  and  a  very  largo  item  of  oflSce 
work  is  that  which  relates  to  the  regular  correspondence  of  the  day. 
Upwards  of  three  thousand  letters  were  answered  during  the  year 
1888,  many  of  whicU  necessitated  considerable  research  in  order  to 
answer  the  inquiries  contained.  All  communications  received  are 
promptly  acknowledged,  and  press  copies  are  taken  of  all  letters 
written. 

CINCINNATI  EXPOSITION. 

In  the  summer  and  fall  of  1888  an  exposition^  entitled  the  "  Centen- 
nial Exposition  pf  the  Ohio  Valley  and  Central  States,"  was  held  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  opening  July  4  and  closing  November  8.  As  a 
part  of  the  exhibit  of  the  Agricultural  Department  this  Division 
placed  on  exhibition  a  collection  of  the  birds  of  prey  of  the  United 
States.  Through  co-operation  with  the  United  States  National  Mu- 
seum the  series  of  species  shown  was  very  complete,  nearly  every 
known  species  of  North  American  Hawk  and  Owl  being  represented 
by  at  least  one  specimen.  In  many  cases  the  young  as  well  as  the 
adults  were  exhibited,  and  both  sexes  where  the  plumage  of  the  male 
differs  from  that  of  the  female.  To  each  specimen  was  attached  a 
lar^e  printed  label,  giving  its  common  and  scientific  names,  its  distri- 
bution, and  its  food.    Fofiowing  is  an  example  of  one  of  these  labels  : 


RED-TAILED  HAWK. 

Btiteo  borealis  (Gm.). 

Habitat, — Eastern  North  America  to  and  including  the  Missis- 
sippi VaUey;  north  to  the  Fur  Countries;  south  through  eastern 
Mexico  to  Guatemala. 

Food, — Mice  and  other  small  mammals,  toads,  snakes,  frogs, 
and  crawfish,  with  an  occasional  chicken  or  small  hird. 

Of  311  stomachs  examined,  258  contamed  mice  and  other  mam- 
mals; 24,  insects;  39,  poultry  or  game  birds;  35,  other  birds;  9, 
batrachians  or  reptiles;  4,  offal;  3,  crawfish;  and  29  were  empty. 
TV-o  himdred  and, ten  examined  by  the  Division  contained  270 
mice.  ^ 


Digitized  by  V^J 


':,OOgU 


BEPOBT   OF  THE   OBNTTHOLOGIST   AND   MAMMAL0GI8T.       481 


The  following  species  of  birds  of  prey  were  exhibited: 


Red-tailed  Hawk  (Buteo  borealis). 
Western  Red-tailed  Hawk  (Buteo  borealis 

calurus). 
Harlan's  Hawk  (Buteo  harlani). 
Swainson's  Hawk  (Buteo  swainsoni). 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  (Buteo  abbreviatus). 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  (Buteo  lineatus). 
Red-beUied  Hawk  (Buteo  lineatus  ele- 

gans). 
white-tailed  Hawk  (Buteo  albicaudatiis). 
Broad-winged  Hawk  (Buteo  latissimus). 
Rough-legged  Hawk  (Archibuteo  lago- 

pus). 
American  Rough-legged  Hawk  (Archi- 
buteo lagopus  sancfe-johannis). 
Squirrel  Elawk  (Archibuteo  f errugineus). 
Harris's   Hawk    (Parabuteo   unicinctus 

harrisi). 
Mexican  Black  Hawk  (Urubitinga  an- 

thracina). 
Goshawk  (Accipiter  atricapQlits). 
Mexican  (ioshawk  (Asturina  plagiata). 
Osprey  or  Fish  Hawk  (Pandion  halise- 

tus). 
Audubon's  Caracara   (Polyborus  cheri- 

way). 
Golden  Eagle  (Aquila  chrysaetos). 
Bald  Eagle  (Haliseetus  leucocephahis). 
Duck  Hawk  (Falco  pere^'inus  anatuin). 
White  Gvrfalcon  (Falco  islandus). 
Prairie  Falcon  (Falco  mexicanus). 
Span-ow  Hawk  (Falco  sparverius). 
Pigeon  Hawk  (Falco  coiumbarius). 
Richardson's  Merlin  (Falco  %ichardsoni). 


Aplomado  Falcon  (Falco  fusco-coerules- 

cens). 
Mississippi  Kite  (Ictinia  mississippiensis). 
White-tailed  Kite  (Elanus  leucurus). 
Swallow-tailed  Kite  (Elanoides  forfica- 

tus). 
Everglade  Kite  (Rostrhamus  sociabilis). 
Mai'sh  Hawk  (Circus  hudsonius). 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (Accipiter  velox). 
Cooper's  Hawk  (Accipiter  cooperi). 
Great  Homed  Owl  (Bubo  virginianus). 
Western  Homed  Owl  (Bubo  virginianua 

subarcticus). 
Great  Grey  Owl  (Scotiaptex  cinereum). 
Snowy  Owl  (Nyctea  nyctea). 
BaiTed  Owl  (Symium  nebulosum). 
Spotted  Owl  (Symium  occidentale). 
Barn  Owl  (Sti'ix  pratincola). 
Hawk  Owl  (Surma  ulula  caparoch). 
Richardson's  Owl  (Nyctala   tengmalmj 

richardsoni). 
Saw- whet  Owl  (Nyctala  acadica). 
Screech  Owl  (Megascops  asio). 
Flammulated  Screech  Qwl  (Megascope 

flammeolus). 
Ferruginous   Pygmy  Owl   (Glaucidium 

phakcnoides). 
Piffmy  Owl  (Glaucidium  gnoma). 
Elf  Owl  (Micropallas  whimeyi). 
Burrowing   Owl   (Speotyto  cunicularia 

hypogsea). 
Short-eared  Owl  (Asio  accipitrinus). 
Long-eared  Owl  (Asio  wilsonianus). 


In  addition  to  the  series  of  birds  of  prey  above  enumerated,  tbe 
Division  put  on  exhibition  the  following  other  birds  of  known  eco- 
nomic importance: 


Bobolink  (Dolichonyx  oryzivorus). 
Cowbird  (Molothrus  ater). 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  (Xanthoceph- 

adus  xanthocephalus). 
Red-winged  Blackbird  (Agelaius  phoeni- 

ceus). 


Rusty  Blackbird    (Scolecophagus  caro- 

linus). 
Purple  Grackle  (Quiscalus  quiscula). 
Boat-tailed  Grackle  (Quiscalus  major). 
Meadow  Lark  (Stumella  magna). 
Bob-white  (Colinus  virginianus). 


A  collection  of  mammals  also  was  exhibited,  comprising  the  fol- 
lowing: 


Opossum  (Didelphis  virginianus). 
Prairie  Dog  (Cynomys  ludovicianus). 
Beechey's    Spermophile    (Spermophilus 

gi-ammurus  beecheyi). 
Richardson's  Spermophile  (Spermophilus 

richardsoni). 
Striped  Spermophile  (Spermophilus  tri- 

decemlineatus). 
Red  Squirrel  (Sciurus  hudsonius). 
Muskrat  (Fiber  zibethicus). 
Meadow  Mouse  (Arvicola  riparius). 
Rice  Field  Mouse  (Oryzomys  palustris). 
Wlute-footed  Mouse  (Hesperomys  leuco- 

pu3). 
House  Rat  (Mus  decumanus). 
Pocket  Gopher  (Geomys  bursarius). 


Gray  Pocket  Gopher  (Thomomys  bulbiv- 

orous). 
Porcupine  (Erethizon  dorsatus). 
Rabbit  (Lepus  sylvaticus). 
Short-tailed  Shrew  (Blarina  brevicauda). 
Mole  (Scalops  aquaticus). 
Star-nosed  Mole  (Condylura  criotata). 
Skunk  (Mephitis  mephitica). 
Badger  (Taxidea  americana). 
Weasel  (Putorius  erminea). 
Mink  (Lutreola  vison). 
Gray  Fox  (Urocyon  virginianus). 
Red  Fox  (Vulpes  fulvus). 
Prairie  Wolf  or  CJoyote  (Canis  latrans). 
Wildcat  (Lynx  nif us). 
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THE  GEOGRAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION  OP  SPECIES. 

The  subject  of  the  geographical  distribution  of  species  is  one  whose 
importancH  from  the  economic  fitand-point  can  hardly  be  overesti- 
mated, and  one  which  ought  to  receive  vastly  more  attention  than 
can  nossildy  be  given  it  with  the  present  limited  means  at  the  (Us- 
posai  of  the  Division.  As  the  work  of  the  geologist  in  his  search 
lor  coal-fields  and  mineral  wealth  must  be  preceded  by  the  work  of 
the  topographer,  who  furnishes  him  maps  on  which  to  indicate  the 
position  of  his  discoveries,  so  should  tlie  work  of  the  economic  zoolo- 
gist be  based  on  a  knowledge  of  the  geographic  distribution  of  spe- 
cies. Were  this  knowledge  available,  both  the  agricultural  experi- 
ment station  and  the  intelligent  farmer,  wherever  located,  would 
derive  great  benefit  therefrom,  and  millions  of  dollars  now  sx>ent  in 
indivscriminate  experimentation  might  be  saved. 

In  order  to  understand  this  fully  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind 
certain  fundamental  facts  and  laws.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  ob- 
servation that  different  groups  of  animals  and  plants  inhabit  (iitler- 
ent  regions,  even  in  the  same  latitude;  that  some  forms  are  almost 
cosmopolitan  in  distribution,  while  others  are  restricted  to  very  lim- 
ited areas;  that  the  ranges  of  very  dissimilar  species  are  often  geo- 
graphically coincident;  and  that,  as  a  rule,  animals  inhabiting  con- 
tiguous areas  are  more  nearly  related  than  animals  inhabiting  remote 
areas.  The  recognition  of  these  facts  early  led  to  the  atfompt  to 
divide  the  surface  of  the  earth,  according  to  its  animal  life,  into 
^'faunaV  districts.  The  term  "fauna"  is  used  to  designate  the  sum 
or  the  animal  life  of  a  region. 

As  a  general  rule  it  may  be  stated  that  the  causes  which  govern 
the  distribution  of  one  group  of  land  animali  govern  also  the  dis- 
tribution of  other  groups  of  land  animals,  and  of  plants  as  well. 
It  follows  that  a  j)lant  or  animal  found  abundantly  inhabiting  any 
part  of  a  particular  faunal  area  will  be  found  in  other  parts  or  that 
area,  subject,  of  course,  to  local  restrictions.  The  practical  applica- 
tion of  this  knowledge  is  obvious. 

In  experimenting  witli  a  crop  or  garden  plant  of  limited  natural 
or  artificial*  range  it  would  be  necessary  only  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  the  faunal  area  in  whi^  h  it  thrives  in  order  to  know  just  where  it 
might  be  intn)rluced  with  every  prospec»t  of  siiccc^ss,  soil  and  other 
local  modifying  influeuces  being  suitable.  Moreover — and  this  jier- 
haps  is  of  even  greater  importance  from  the  economic  stand-point — 
the  possession  of  this  knowledge  would  indicate  in  advance  the  limits 
of  the  area  outside  of  which  the  plant  would  not  flourish.  Plants 
are  much  more  susceptible  than  animals  to  minor  envinmmental  in- 
fluences, such  as  slight  differences  in  altitude  and  soil,  daily  varia- 
tions in  temperature,  humidity,  exposure  to  sunlight,  and  protection 
from  wind;  therefore  slight  local  conditions  which  would  be  unno- 
ticed in  the  case  of  mammals  or  birds  must  be  carefully  considered 
in  the  case  of  plants. 

This  is  but  one  of  the  ways  in  which  a  knowledge  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  sptH'ies  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  prac^tical  agriculturist. 
It  would  Ikuj)  him  also  in  his  relations  with  injurious  and  beneficial 
sj)ecies,  as  he  wcmld  know  beforehand  just  what  species  were  to  be 
looked  for  in  his  immediate  vicinity.  Furthermore,  in  the  case  of 
noxious  animals  or  weeds  which  from  time  tq  time  suddenly  extend 

*  By  artificial  rangfe*  ii  meant  Iho  rango  i-eeulting  from  the  volmitary  acts  of  man. 
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their  range,  it  would  be  possible,  if  the  faninal  status  of  a  particular 
species  had  been  previously  ascei'tained,  for  farmers  living  witiiiu 
tne  particular  area  or  province  likely  to  be  invaded  to  prepare  in 
advance  for  its  coming,  or  to  avoid  its  inroads  altogether  by  plant- 
ing crops  not  affected  by  it.  On  the  other  hand,  farmers  living  out- 
side of  the  region  over  which  this  species  would  be  likely  to  pass 
mi  gilt  greatly  increase  their  revenues  by  giving  special  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  particular  crops  affected  by  it.  In  short,  a 
knowledge  of  the  fauna!  areas  and  provinces  of  the  United  Statas, 
coupled  with  the  results  of  intelligent  experimentation  on  the  part 
of  the  various  agricultural  stations,  would  enable  our  farmers  to 
select  the  crops  best  adapted  to  their  localities,  and  would  put  an 
end  to  the  present  indiscriminate  experimentation  by  which  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  if  not  .millions  of  dollars  are  needlessly  expended 
each  year.  Agriculture  and  biology  must  be  studied  from  the 
geographic  stand-point  before  we  can  nope  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
means  within  our  grasp  for  the  rapid  advancement  of  these  sciences. 
But  geography  is  only  a  part  of  the  broader  science  of  physiography. 
Physiograpny  deals  with  the  earth's  exterior  in  relation  to  the  atmos- 
phere; it  attempts  to  correlate  the  forms  of  the  land — the  mountain 
ranges,  table  lands,  plains,  valleys,  and  water-courses — its  geologic 
structure,  soil,  elevation  above  sea  level,  and  slope  exposure  in  rela- 
tion to  sunlight,  with  the  phenomena  of  climate,  including  tempera- 
ture and  moisture  in  their  various  aspects. 

Our  aim  should  be  to  explain  the  distribution  of  animals  and  plants 
by  means  of  a  knowledge  of  the  conditions  which  govern  this  distribu- 
tion, and  to  formulate  the  laws  which  are  operative  in  bringing  about 
the  results  we  see.  In  other  words,  we  are  to  study  cause  and  effect 
in  the  relations  of  physiography  to  biology.  A  comparatively  meager 
supply  of  information  is  sumcient  to  indicate  in  a  general  way  the 
fauna!  subdivisions  of  a  region,  but  for  mapping  the  exact  boundaries 
of  such  areas  a  vastly  greater  and  more  precise  fund  of  knowledge 
is  necessary.  The  way  in  which  such  maps  are  prepared  is  by  col- 
lecting all  available  authentic  records  of  localities  where  the  par-- 
ticular  species  has  been  found.  This  is  done  by  compilation  of  pub- 
lished records,  by  examination  of  labels  of  museum  specimens,  and 
by  work  in  the  field,  the  latter  being  by  far  the  most  important.  The 
facts  thus  brought  together  are  arranged  alphabetically,  and  are  tabu- 
lated under  the  head  of '  *  Species. "  The  localities  are  then  indicated  by 
colored  spots  on  an  outline  map,  the  space  surrounded  by  the  spots 
being  washed  in  with  a  paler  tint  of  the  same  color.  A  separate  map 
is  devoted  to  each  species.  Faunal  maps  are  made  by  combining  a 
large  number  of  species  maps.  In  making  such  combinations  it  is 
found  as  a  rule  that  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  species  maps 
fall  into  certain  well-defined  categories  whose  color  patches  are  essen- 
tially coincident.  The  composite  resulting  from  the  co-ordination  of 
these  maps  may  be  held  to  represent  the  natural  faunal  areas  of  a 
country.  Several  such  areas  may  be  characterized  by  the  common 
possession  of  species  not  found  elsewhere,  and  may  be  combined  to 
constitute  a  faunal  province;  several  provinces  a  region,  and  several 
regions  a  realm  or  primary  zoo-geographical  division  of  the  earth's 
surface.  Havini^  ascertained  the  actual  extent  and  limitations  of  the 
faunal  districts,  it  remains  to  correlate  the  facts  of  distribution  with 
the  facts  of  physiography.  Foremost  among  the  influences  knov/ii 
to  affect  the  distribution  of  terrestrial  forms  of  life  ai*e  the  protean 
elements  and  manifestations  commonly  termed  climate.     To  stop  at 
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the  word  "climate"  is  a  profession  of  ignorance.  We  must  look  to 
the  separate  elements  that  go  to  make  up  climate,  and  must  study 
the  physical  features  which  determine  the  so-called  climatic  condi- 
tions prevalent  in  any  region.  Among  the  most  potent  of  atmos- 
pheric influences  are  temperature,  humidity,  and  wind,  each  of  which 
must  be  considered  both  singly  and  in  combination  with  one  or  both 
of  the  others. 

Finally,  the  interrelation  of  plants  and  animals  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of.  Here  we  have  to  do  with  the  influences  of  vegetation — of 
forests,  thickets  of  undergrowth,  plains  of  sage-brush,  prairies  of 
waving  grass,  and  the  multitude  of  other  forms  which  plants  assume 
in  their  eflforts  to  hide  the  bare  surface  of  the  earth — upon  the  dis- 
tribution of  animal  life.  Conversely,  the  effects  of  animal  life  in 
checking  or  limiting  the  growth  and  dispersion  of  plant  life  remain 
to  be  considered.  And  this  takes  us  bacic  to  the  original  economic 
work  of  the  Division. 

The  great  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  geographic  distribu- 
tion of  species,  particularly  in  view  of  the  large  sums  recently  ap- 
propriated for  the  establishment  of  agricultural  experiment  stations 
m  various  parts  of  the  countrv,  has  led  the  Division  to  undertake  the 
preparation  of  a  number  of  colored  maps  showing  what  is  now  known 
of  the  distribution  of  particular  species  of  mammals  and  birds.  Only 
a  beginning  has  been  made,  and  further  progress  must  be  slow  for 
want  of  adequate  means  to  carry  on  the  work.  Competent  field  agents 
must  be  sent  to  many  parts  of  the  country  to  collect  information  be- 
fore the  work  can  be  completed.  It  is  hoped  that  the  means  of  doing 
this  will  be  granted  the  Division. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS. 

The  following  special  reports  will  be  found  herein  : 

(1)  Introduced  Pheasants.    By  Dr.C.  Hart  Merriam,  Ornithologist. 

(2)  The  Mink  {Lutreola  vison).  By  Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam,  Orni- 
thologist. 

(3)  The  Sparrow  Hawk.  By  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher,  Assistant  Ornitholo- 
gist. 

(4)  The  Short-eared  Owl.  By  Dr.  A,  K.  Fisher,  Assistant  Ornithol- 
ogist. 

(5)  The  Food  of  Crows.  By  W.  B.  Barrows,  Assistant  Ornitholo- 
gist. 

(6)  The  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  an  Enemy  of  the  Potato  Bug.    . 

INTRODUCED  PHEASANTS. 

PACIFIC  COAST  REGION. 

Four  flourishing  colonies  of  introduced  Pheasants  now  exist  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  region.  The  most  northerly  of  these  is  on  the  south 
end  of  Vancouver  Island,  near  Victoria  ;  the  second  on  Protection 
Island,  in  Puget  Sound  ;  the  third  at  the  iunction  of  the  Willamette 
River  with  the  Columbia ;  and  the  fourth  in  the  middle  portion  of 
the  Willamette  Valley.  The  two  latter  colonies  are  now  senaratcd 
by  so  narrow  a  strip  of  territory  that  they  will  doubtless  become 
united  during  tjii^.^i^t  few  year**  The  above  facts  were  ascei-tained  by 
personal  observation  in  the  early  autumn  of  1888.    All  of  the  Pheas- 
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ants  comprising  the  three  colonies  last  mentioned  appear  to  have 
been  imported  from  China  by  Judge  O.  N.  Denny.  Concerning  the 
exact  dates  of  the  several  importations,  and  the  number  and  kinds 
of  birds  imported,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  positive  information,  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  somewhat  conflicting  testimony  appended  to 
this  article.  The  species  positively  ascertamed  to  be  present  in  the 
Oregon  colonies  are  the  following  :  The  Golden  Pheasant  {CkrysolO' 
plius  pictus),  Green  Pheasant  (Phasianus  versicolor),  and  Ring 
rheasant  (Phasianus  iorquahis),  of  which  the  latter  is  by  far  the 
most  abundant.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  so-called  English  Pheas- 
ant (Phasianus  colchicus)  is  found  in  Oregon,  though  it  is  the  species 
most  frequently  introduced  in  the  Eastern  United  States. 

On  Protection  Island,  near  Port  Townsend,  in  Puget  Sound,  there 
are  at  present  three  species  of  imported  Pheasants,  namely:  The 
Golden,  the  Mongolian  or  Ring-nected,  and  the  Silver.  They  were 
sent  there  by  Judge  O.  N.  Denny,  from  China,  along  with  two  other 
species  whicn  soon  disappefCred  and  have  not  been  since  heard  from. 
One  of  the  latter  seems  to  have  been  a  species  of  Partridge.  I  was 
told  that  these  birds  were  sent  to  Protection  Island  for  the  pur- 
pose of  breeding  and  multiplying  in  order  that  they  might  be  ex- 
f)orted  to  stock  various  parts  of  the  Pacific  coast  region,  particu- 
arly  in  Oregon  and  California.  The  owner  of  the  island,  a  Mr. 
Powers,  was  paid  at  first  to  take  care  of  the  Pheasants,  to  feed  them 
when  necessary,  and  to  keep  oif  shooters.  After  the  first  year  or 
two,  however,  the  pay  was  discontinued  and  the  Pheasants  became 
the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  island.  I  am  informed  that  the 
island  has  Deen  sold  recently,  together  with  the  Pheasants,  to  some 
one  in  California.  The  Golden  Pheasants  and  Ring-necks  have  mul- 
tiplied and  are  now  abundant,  but  the  Silver  Pheasants  have  de- 
creased, and  not  more  than  about  a  dozen  are  left.  They  are  shy 
and  keep  in  the  woods.  The  Golden  Pheasants  are  tame,  and  will 
even  eat  from  the  hand.  The  Ring-necks  are  said  to  be  the  most 
numerous  of  all,  and  to  be  as  wild  as  the  native  Grouse.  About  half 
the  island  is  cleared  and  has  grown  up  to  grass,  the  remaining  por- 
tion being  covered  with  dense  evergreen  forests  and  undergrowth. 
I  am  told  that  the  Crows,  doubtless  Corvus  caurinus,  have  learned 
the  nesting  ha]>its  of  the  Pheasants  and  are  likely  to  prove  a  check 
to  their  increase,  as  they  devour  the  eggs. 

Mr,  A.  H.  Morgan,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  has  given  me  the  following 
information  concerning  the  importation  of  Pheasants  into  Oregon : 
All  the  birds  impoi-ted  were  sent  from  China  by  Judge  O.  N.  Denny, 
then  consul-general  to  Shanghai,  at  a  total  cost  of  about  $300.  They 
were  shipped  to  Mr.  Morgan,  my  informant,  who  personally  lookea 
after  and  liberated  them. 

Pheasants. — The  first  importation  (1881?)  consisted  of  Mongolian 
Ring-necks,  with  the  exception  of  three  Sand  Grouse  or  Partridges, 
which  latter  were  never  heard  from  after  their  liberation.  This 
batch  was  shipped  on  a  vessel  which  went  to  Puget  Sound.  The 
Pheasants  were  put  into  chicken  crates  and  sent  from  Puget  Sound 
to  Portland,  where  Mr.  Morgan  received  them.  Most  of  tnem  died 
on  the  way,  but  twelve  males  and  three  females  reaching  Portland 
alive.  These  were  taken  at  once  to  the  farm  of  George  Green,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Willamette  River,  about  VZ  miles  from  Port- 
land, where  they  were  set  at  liberty.  Though  wild  they  returned 
to  the  barn-yard  to  feed  with  the  chickens.  This  was  in  spring. 
Dui'ing  the  summer  two  of  the  three  hens  were  observed  with 
AG  88 31 
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broods,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  third  hen  was  successful  also  in 
rearing  young.  At  all  events  they  began  to  spread  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  and  were  found  on  Sophia  Island  as  well  as  at  several 

E laces  on  the  main-land  before  winter.  They  wintered  well,  and 
ave  been  increasing  ever  since.  They  are  now  common.  Soon 
after  their  importation  the  legislature  passed  a  special  act  for  their 
protection. 

The  second  importation  (1882?)  consisted  wholly  of  Mongolian 
Ring-necks.  Thirty-five  or  thirty-six  birds,  about  naif  of  each  sex, 
were  sent  direct  from  China  to  Portland,  where  they  arrived  in 
fair  condition.  They  were  taken  to  Washington  Butte,  about  12 
miles  east  of  Albany,  in  the  Willamette  Valley,  and  there  liberated. 
Within  two  months  a  pair  was  observed  on  a  farm  60  miles  from 
the  place  where  they  were  set  at  liberty.  They  crossed  the  river 
intoTolk  Countv  the  same  year,  and  are  now  abundant  in  Polk,  Ma- 
rion, and  Linn  Cfounties.  The  two  original  colonies  have  never  met, 
there  being  an  area  across  the  Lower  Willamette  where  Pheasants 
have  not  yet  appeared.  Some  complaints  of  their  depredations  in 
grain  fields  have  been  made  by  farmers. 

Sand  Grouse. — In  or  about  1881  nine  Sand  Grouse  were  liberated 
on  the  Clatsop  Plains.  They  promptly  disappeared  and  have  not 
been  heard  from  since. 

The  American  Field  for  January,  1885  (p.  57),  contains  the  fol- 
lowing notice: 

Arrival  of  Chinese  Game  Birds. — Judge  O.  N.  Denny,  who  arrived  here  from 
China  by  tlie  last  steamer,  says  the  Portland  Oregonian,  brought  with  him  thirty 
baskets  and  seven  crates  of  Cliinese  game  birds.  They  comprise  specimens  of  six 
varieties  of  the  pheasant  family,  and  arrived  in  splendid  order,  only  four  of  about 
ninety  birds  shipped  having  died;  ♦  ♦  *  of  the  number  thirty-one  are  Golden 
Pheasants.  «  *  «  The  remainder  are  Silver,  Copper,  Green,  Trogapan,  and 
Eing-necked  Pheasants,  there  being  only  a  few  of  the  latter,  of  which  Judge  Denny 
made  several  shipments  while  in  China,  which  are  now  doing  well  and  increasing 
rapidly  in  various  sections  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Asher  Tyler,  of  Forest  Grove,  Oregon,  has  kindly  written  the 
following  in  reply  to  my  inquiries  on  the  subject: 

From  the  time  the  Pheasaiits  mentioned  in  your  letter  were  imported  by  Judge 
O.  N.  Denny  I  have  watched  them  closely  and  have  learned  their  habits  tlior- 
oughly. 

(1)  The  Rina-necks  were  let  loose  in  1882.  Fifteen  females  and  ten  males  were 
placed  on  Judge  Denny's  farm,  95  miles  south  of  Forest  Grove.  Two  years  ago 
two  or  three  were  seen  in  our  neighborhood.  Now  (January  21,  1889)  there  are 
about  two  hundred  of  them  in  our  vicinity,  having  spread  very  rapidly  and  increased 
wonderfully.  The  females  produce  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  eggs  of  good  size  at 
each  litter,  and  hatch  them  all.  Some  of  them  lay  two  litters  a  vear  or  season,  and 
raise  all  their  young.  The  old  ones  have  lots  of  nerve;  will  fight  a  hawk,  or  any- 
thing that  comes  near  them.  The  cocks  will  go  in  a  barn-yard  and  whip  the  b<it 
bam-ywxi  fowls  we  have,  and  run  things  according  to  their  own  notion.  They  are 
very  hardy  and  stand  our  winters  well.  Their  favorite  haunts  are  low  grounds  near 
fields  of  grain,  on  which  they  depredate.  They  are  very  destructive  to  gardens  as 
well.  They  nest  in  old  straws  tacks,  stubble  fields,  or  grass  patches,  begiiming  in 
May.  Farmers  while  plowing  often  find  their  nests,  take  the  eggs,  set  them  under 
barn-yard  hens,  and  raise  the  yoimg  easily.  They  become  very  domestic.  I  do  not 
hear  of  their  crossing.  I  have  one  that  is  a  favorite  with  all  who  know  him.  His 
plumage  is  beautiful,  ha^nng  twenty-nine  shades  and  colors  blending  over  the  body. 
The  weight  of  the  males  is  about  5  pounds;  of  the  females,  4  pounds. 

(2)  The  Golden  Pheasants  presented  by  Judge  Denny  to  the  Rod  and  Gun  Club, 
of  Portland,  Oregon,  two  or  three  years  later,  were  placed  on  Protection  Island, 

"Puget  ^und,-  and  have  become  numerous.  A  pair  was  set  at  liberty  on  the  Clatsop 
Plains,  near  Astoria,  where  they  have  increased  rapidly.  Occasionally  one  is  seen 
in  our  vicinity,  about  90  miles  from  where  they  were  tiimed  loose  four  years  ago. 
Yesterday  I  saw  two  pairs  of  Golden  Pheaaants  a  short  distance  from  town.    Their 
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habits  are  about  the  same  as  those  of  the  Ring-necks.  They  are  hardy,  easily  do- 
mesticated, but  not  as  prolific  ns  t)ie  Ring-necfc.     Their  flesh  is  white  and  tender. 

(3)  The  TYcigarxtn  Plieatiant. — Only  two  females  came  through  alive.  They  were 
turned  loose  on  ProttH;tion  Island  with  the  Grolden.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any 
account  of  what  became  of  them  after  being  turned  out. 

The  above  birds  are  all  protec^ted  by  State  laws  for  two  years  longer,  but  in  sev- 
eral of  the  counties  they  have  l)ecorae  so  numerous  that  farmers  kill  them  as  a 
nuisance.  Report  says  that  whole  fields  of  wheat  have  been  destroyed  by  them, 
and  tliat  gardens  are  torn  up — not  even  onions  being  exempt  from  their  appetitiee. 
Great  complaints  are  made  against  tliem.  The  legislature  of  our  State  nas  been 
#petitiontKi  to  repeal  the  law  prot^ctin*;  them.     (Lett^fr  dated  January,  1^89.) 

Dr.  F.  S.  Matteson  writes  from  Aumsville,  Marion  County,  Oregon, 
under  date  of  January  22,  1889: 

The  bird  in  question  was  sent  here  from  China  by  Hon.  O.  N.  Denny,  American 
minister  to  that  country,  some  seven  years  ago.  There  were  two  imiK)rtation8, 
one  of  which  I  did  not  s<^,  but  I  tliink  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty  hens,  with  a  less 
number  of  males.  Now  they  are  plentiful  in  most  parts  Of  the  Willamette  Valley, 
but  I  am  not  informed  that  they,  have  as  yet  passed  outside  of  it.  Thev  are  more  a 
bird  of  ojien  ground  than  the  native  Pheasant.  They  seek  brush  and  timber  for 
shelter  when  flushed,  Imt  will  not  "  tnn' "  for  a  dog.  Tliey  usually  make  a  loud  cack- 
ling noise  when  flushed.  They  he  close,  and  run  and  hide  with  remarkable  dexter- 
ity, and  are  a  hard  bird  to  get.  This  Pheasant  is  well  adapted  to  take  care  of  himself, 
is  increasing  fast,  and  has  evidently  come  to  stay.  He  is  voted  a  nuisance  by  the 
farmer,  and  I  am  afraid  his  introduction  will  prove  a  calamity  to  the  country,  what- 
ever it  may  be  to  the  sportsman.  He  is  a  vigorous  fighter,  and  there  are  many 
reports  of  his  going  through  the  farmers*  roosters.  Cases  are  reported  of  his  crossing 
with  the  hens.  Ho  is  destructive  in  gardens,  and  in  patches  of  berries  and  small  fruits. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  he  robs  the  nests  of  other  birds.  The  Quail  have  nearly  disap- 
peared in  this  locality  since  his  advent,  and  I  think  he  is  to  blame.  He  is  pretty  good 
eating,  about  like  our  native  Pheasant,  but  I  am  inclined  to  regard  him  as  a  gaudily 
painted  deception  and  a  fraud.     But  we  have  got  him,  and  our  State  law  for  his 

Erotection  has  yet  four  years  to  run.  Happily,  however,  it  is  fast  becoming  '*  more 
onored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance."  That  he  will  overrun  the  United 
States,  at  least  all  but  the  he^avily  timbered  portions  of  it,  I  have  no  doubt.  All  the 
plains  country  and  untiml>ered  hills  and  mountains  l)etween  this  coast  and  the  At- 
lantic are  adapted  to  liirn,  *»si)ecially  the  more  southern  parts,  and  I  see  nothing  to 
prevent  him  from  spreading  himself.  The  State  that  protects  him  will  make  a 
grave  error,  for  he  is  of  no  use  except  as  a  *'  game  bird,"  and  will  crowd  out  many 
other  useful  kinds.  He  "roosts"  on  the  ground,  hiding  in  grass  or  weeds.  The 
hen  lays,  on  the  ground,  from  twelve  to  eighteen  eggs  at  a  clutch,  and  raises  two 
and  sometimes  thret:'  bnxnls  in  a  season.  The  male  **  crows  "  something  like  a  young 
domestic  rooster  jiLst  learn iiig  the  art,  and  flaps  or  rather  flutt<^ir8  liis  wings  after- 
ward. He  will  sit  on  a  fence  and  crow  for  houi^s,  in  plain  view,  when  you  have  no 
gun,  but  if  you  think  you  can  get  him  when  you  have  your  gun,  try  it  and  see! 

Mr.  R.  S.  Barr,  also  of  Aumsville,  Orei^oii,  writes  as  follows: 

In  the  spring  the  male  goes  alone.  Mornin;^  they  crow  like  our  common  cock. of 
the  barn-yard.  They  liatch  about  the  Ist  of  ^iixy.  They  arc  very  destructive  birds 
both  to  grain  and  small  fruits.  The  Pheasant  is  natunUly  a  tame  bird.  Wlien  not 
disturbed  he  often  comes  in  the?  chicken  yard  and  fip:hts  the  chickens.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  he  destroys  the  (»ggs  and  young  of  useful  native  birds,  but  we  have  no 
proof  of  this.  There  is  a  law  to  protect  him  here,  but  it  is  generally  disregarded  by 
the  people.    (Letter  dated  January  24,  1889.) 

Mr.  George  8.  Johns  writes  that  at  Kalama,  Wash.,  thoy  are 
abundant  and  on  the  increase.  It  is  evident  that  the  birds  found 
there  came  from  the  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Willamette  River, 
only  about  30  miles  distant. 

Mr.  L.  Belding,  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  contributes  the  following: 

Some  years  ago  a  flock  of  Enghsh  Pheasants  was  put  out  in  the  woods  of  Santa 
Cruz  County,  CS. ,  but  nothing  has  been  seen  or  heard  of  them  since.  Colonel  Hay- 
mond.  of  San  Mateo,  has  a  number  of  these  birds,  English  and  Japanese,  bu^  he  has 
had  no  success  in  raising  them;  when  let  out  they  suddenly  disappear  and  nothing  is 
seen  or  heard  of  them.    Mr.  Howard,  near  by»  has  experimanted  with  the  same  bird. 
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A  few  weeks  since  he  informed  me  that  his  foreman  told  him  he  had  seen  a  flock  of 
twenty-two.  The  birds  mentioned  are  the  only  ones  experimented  with.  Certainly 
thus  far  the  experiments  in  California  are  not  a  success.  In  Oregon  they  hare  met 
with  great  success. 

The  Portland  Oregonian  of  January  30,  1889,  contains  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Hon.  T.  T.  Geer  in  relation  to  the  Pheasant  legisla- 
tion: 

THE  MONGOLIAN  PHEASANTS. 

Salem,  Oregon,  January  20. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Oregonian : 

The  Oregonian  seems  to  misunderstand  the  main  feature  of  the  Mongolian  Pheas- 
ant bill  now  before  the  legislature. 

While  the  bill  as  introduced  by  myself  does  repeal  the  original  act  of  protection, 
the  game  laws  of  the  State  are  amended  so  as  to  atf  ord  the  same  protection  to 
Mongolian  Pheasants  as  to  all  other  birds  of  similar  nature. 

Those  of  our  people  who  are  unused  to  these  birds  would  upon  further  acquaint- 
ance view  this  bill  m  a  different  light.  In  the  matter  of  **  multiplying"  they  seem 
tore^^uxl  themselves  as  having  been  specially  included  in  the  original  bibhcal  in- 
junction, and  are  striving,  in  season  and  out,  for  first  money.  *  *  *  You  had 
just  as  well  provide  for  the  prevention  of  the  extermination  of  grasshoppers;  as 
a  farmer,  however,  I  not  only  have  no  objection  to  them  but  rather  admire  them, 
and  would  not  for  a  moment  favor  a  measure  that  would  tend  to  act  even  as  a 
check  to  their  propagation. 

In  the  Sunday  Oregonian  you  admit  that  "  in  some  places  they  do  dcunage  to 
grain  fields,"  but  excuse  them  for  the  reason  that  the  damage  '^  doesn't  amount  to 
much  in  the  aggregate,*'  and  the  inference  is  that  they  must  be  unmolested  until 
their  damage  does  amount  to  "  much  in  the  aggregate,"  aiid  then  the  protection 
may  be  withdrawn  safely. 

It  is  a  curious  argument  that  confesses  a  thing  to  be  a  **  nuisance  "  now  by  ad- 
mitting that  it  injures  a  few  of  oiur  farmers,  but  still  insists  that  protection  must  be 
extended  to  it  until  it  becomes  strong  enough  to  reach  all  our  farmers  and  then 
turn  loose. 

I  am  a  friend  to  the  Mongolian  Pheasants,  and  willingly  favor  giving  them  the 
same  protection  afforded  our  other  birds,  but  where  thejr  are  numerous  enough  to 
destroy  grain  fields  it  certainly  ought  to  be  lawful  to  kill  them,  and  in  those  sec- 
tions of  the  State  where  there  are  none  it  is  not  at  all  likely  many  will  be  killed. 
**  I  shaU  vote  for  the  bill." 

T.  T.  Geer. 

THE  MINK  (Luireola  vison). 

The  Mink  inhabits  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  excepting  the 
arid  regions,  which  are  unntted  for  its  habits  of  life.  It  is  a  species 
of  great  economic  importance,  both  on  account  of  the  value  of  its 
fur  and  on  account  ot  its  injurious  habits.  As  an  enemy  to  the 
poultry  yard  it  ranks  ahead  of  the  Weasel  and  all  other  North  Ameri- 
can mammals.  Furthermore,  it  kills  large  numbers  of  fish,  as  it 
not  only  swims  and  dives  with  facility,  but  can  remain  long  under 
water,  pursuing  and  capturing  its  prey  by  following  it  below  the 
surface.  Oftentimes  its  destructiveness  in  this  respect  renders  it  a 
serious  obstacle  to  the  industry  of  fish  culture.  Away  from  the 
vicinity  of  man  it  habitually  feeds  upon  small  mammals,  birds  and 
their  eggs,  fish,  frogs,  turtles'  eggs,  and  the  like.  In  the  nest  of  a 
Mink  I  once  found  the  remains  of  a  muskrat,  a  red  squirrel,  and  a 
downy  woodpecker.  Its  harmfulness  is  offset  in  a  measure  by  the 
good  it  does  m  killing  injurious  rodents,  particularly  muskrats  and 
commpn  rats  and  mice.  Hence,  although  an  acknowledged  enemy 
to  the  poultry  raiser  and  fish  culturist,  it  is  a  public  benefactor  in 
localities  where  muskrats  damage  dikes,  canals,  irrigating  ditches. 
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and  ponds.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  light  of  onr  present  knowl- 
edge, it  must  be  regarded  as  more  injurious  than  beneficial,  at  least 
so  far  as  the  farmer  is  concerned.  From  the  farmers'  stand-point  it 
is  interesting  principally  as  an  enemy  to  barn-yard  fowls.  Though 
amphibious,  and  commonly  inhabiting  the  borders  of  ponds  and 
streams,  it  makes  long  excursions,  and  is  frequently  found  in  places 
remote  from  water-courses.  It  often  takes  up  its  abode  in  or  near 
the  poultry-yard  or  duck-pond,  remaining  there  for  weeks.  Its 
small  size  and  nocturnal  habits  help  to  conceal  its  movements,  and 
the  daily  loss  of  a  fowl  is  commonly  attributed  to  the  skunk,  fox, 
weasel,  or  owl. 

The  Mink  is  remarkably  strong  for  so  small  an  animal,  and  has 
been  known  to  drag  a  Mallard  Duck  more  than  a  mile  in  order  to  get 
to  its  hole,  where  it  was  joined  by  its  mate. 

In  times  past,  when  the  fur  of  the  Mink  commanded  a  higher  price 
than  at  present,  Mink  farming  has  been  carried  on  successfully  as  a 
profitable  industry.  The  females  begin  to  breed  when  one  year  old; 
the  period  of  gestation  is  six  weeks,  and  from  three  to  ten  young  are 
bom  at  a  time.  In  the  latitude  of  New  York  there  is  but  one  litter  a 
year,  and  this  is  brought  forth  in  the  early  part  of  May. 

The  best  way  to  cai)ture  a  Mink  is  by  means  of  a  steel  trap,  prop- 
erly concealed  and  baited  with  a  bird  or  fish.  Professional  trappers 
find  the  Mink  attracted  by  the  smell  of  an  oil  made  from  fish  that 
have  been  allowed  to  decay  in  a  loosely  corked  bottle  placed  in  the 
sun.  The  odor  from  this  oil  is  said  to  bo  effective  at  considerable 
distances,  and  a  few  drops  of  it  will  often  entice  a  Mink  into  the 
trap  when  no  bait  is  visible. 

The  following  examples  of  testimony  from  farmers  and  others  in- 
dicate the  extent  of  its  depredations: 

Dr.  William  C.  Avery,  or  Greensborough,  Ala.,  writes  that  in  the 
spring  of  1887  the  poultry  house  of  his  sister  was  visited  two  or  three 
times  a  week  by  a  Mink  until  at  least  a  dozen  hens  were  killed. 

David  H.  Henman,  of  Willows,  Dak.,  writes  that  in  December, 
1886,  a  Mink  killed  all  of  his  hens  in  one  night.     He  says: 

The  third  night  he  killed  the  cock,  and  I  found  him  in  the  hen-house  the  next 
morning  taking  hi3  breakfast.  One  of  my  neighbors  lost  fifty-one  fowls  in  one 
night  by  one  Mink,  which  was  foimd  in  the  morning  finishing  his  meal;  he  was 
kiUed  with  a  stick;  only  two  chickens  were  left  alive, 

William  H.  Ferrit,  of  Bristol,  lU.,  says: 

The  Mink  is  the  worst  enemy  to  poultry  that  we  have.  He  follows  up  amall 
streams  and  destroys  thousands  of  eggs  and  poultry. 

W.  H.  Head,  of  Bristow,  Iowa,  says: 

In  January,  1887,  a  Mink  visited  the  poultry  house  of  my  brother,  and  in  one 
night  killed  eighteen  full-grown  fowls.  The  hen-house  is  about  40  rods  from  a  large 
marsh  where  Minks  are  plentiful.  During  the  pa^  winter  my  brother  lost  more 
than  one  himdred  fowls  from  these  x)ests.  We  once  set  a  large  Cochin  hen  in  the 
banking  of  an  old  straw  stable.  This  was  some  time  in  June.  Early  one  morning  I 
observ^  a  large  Mink  near  the  stable.  A  few  days  later  I  examined  the  nest.  Tl^ere 
was  but  one  egg  left.  The  next  morning  I  went  to  the  stable  and  found  the  hen 
missing.  Rei^dng  back  into  a  hole  behmd  the  nest,  and  feeling  the  hen,  I  pulled 
her  out.  She  was  de«ul,  with  a  hole  in  her  neck  which  thd  Mink  had  made  to  suck 
her  blood.  The  next  day  my  brother  shot  the  Mink.  We  then  took  away  the  bank- 
ing of  the  stable  and  found  most  of  the  eggs  unbroken,  and  also  found  five  young 
Mmks. 

John  B.  Lewis,  of  Eubank,  Ky.,  -v^tes: 

In  the  summer  of  1884  I  lost  seven  chickens  in  one  night  by  a  Mink.  The  night 
following  I  caught  the  Minlr  on  its  return  to  the  hen-houae.    Again  on  the  night  of 
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November  16.  1887,  a  Mink  entered  our  hen-house  and  killed  one  hen.    The  follow- 
ing night  I  killed  it  on  its  return. 

William  G.  Voorheis,  of  South  Frankfort,  Mich.,  writes: 
One  Mink  killed  thirty-nine  hens  in  three  nights.    I  caught  the  animal 
G.  *C.  Dinsmoor,  of  Austin,  Minn.,  writes: 
I  had  five  ducks  and  two  hens  killed  by  a  Mink;  caught  him  in  the  act. 
N.  W.  Wright,  of  Farmland,  Ind.,  writes: 

I  have  known  a  Mink  to  kill  as  many  as  twenty-four  grown  chickens  in  one  niglit 
in  this  neighborhood.     It  was  caught  in  a  trap  on  its  return  the  next  night. 

H.  J.  Giddings,  of  Sabula,  Iowa,  writes: 

In  September,  1886,  a  Mink  got  into  my  poultry  house  and  killed  ten  ducks  and 
twelve  chickens,  killing  from  two  to  eight  m  a  night.  I  caught  him,  after  which 
no  more  were  taken. 

W.  B.  Hall,  of  Wakeman,  Ohio,  writes? 

The  past  seasi^n  Minks  have  been  very  troublesome  on.  my  farm,  killing  many 
chickens,  often  several  in  a  night.  They  killed  fifteen  chickens  that  would  have 
weighed  3  pounds  or  more.  In  another  week  ten  more  were  killed.  Since  then  we 
have  lost  two  or  three  more  at  a  time,  until  in  all  about  forty-five  were  killed.  I 
have  tried  various  means  of  trapping,  and  have  finally  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of 
most  of  the  Minks. 

Mr.  George  S.  Johns,  of  Dilley,  Oregon,  writes: 

I  have  known  one  Mink  to  kill  thirty-one  grown  chickens  in  one  night,  and 
another  Mink  to  kill  sixteen  half -grown  turkeys  in  one  night.  I  caught  the  Mink 
on  both  occasions. 

A.  J.  Johnson,  of  Hydeville,  Vt.,  writes: 

This  season  a  friend  lost  nearly  all  of  his  chickens  and  ducks  by  Minks.  His 
poultry  house  was  near  the  river,  and  the  animals  were  seen  by  him. 

Marcus  S.  Crane,  of  Caldwell,,  N.  J.,  writes: 

A  Mink  dug  a  hole  under  the  door  of  our  duck  pen  one  night  and  killed  three 
ducks.    I  put  a  steel-trap  in  the  hole  next  night  and  captured  the  Mink. 

Hon.  Robert  B.  Roosevelt,  of  Sayville,  Long  Island,  N".  Y.,  writes: 

In  the  course  of  a  week  I  lost  seven  spring  chickens  and  caught  the  Mink  which 
kiUed  them.    We  have  suffered  in  a  similar  way  from  Minks  before. 

J.  W.  Van  Kirk,  of  Milton,  Pa.,  writes: 

On  one  occasion  I  lost  eight  ducks  by  a  Mink;  each  one  was  bitten  in  the  neck". 

J.  W.  Johnson,  of  Meriwether,  S.  C,  writes: 

When  Minks  are  numerous  they  are  very  destructive,  sometimes  killing  as  many 
as  a  dozen  chickens  in  one  night. 

J.  H.  Shank,  of  Hickory,  W.  Va.,  writes: 

Minks  are  very  destructive  to  chickens,  killing  sometimes  as  many  as  a  dozen  in 
one  night. 

Z.  L.  Welman,  of  Stoughton,  Wis.,  writes: 

A  neighbor  lost  a  flock  of  ducks  by  a  Mink,  which  he  kiUed.  Another  neighbor 
lost  a  dozen  hens  by  a  Mink;  he  killed  it  also. 
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THE  SPARROW  HAWK  {Falco  s^parverius). 
By  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

The  Sparrow  Hawk  is  probably  tlie  best  known  as  well  as  the  small- 
est and  one  of  the  handsomest  of  American  hawks. 

It  ranges  over  the  entire  continent  of  temperate  North  America, 
breeding  in  suitable  localities  from  Maine  to  California,  and  from 
the  fur  countries  south  into  Mexico.  Its  nest  has  been  taken  as  far 
north  as  Fort  Resolution  (lat.  62""),  on  Great  Slave  Lake,  which  prob- 
ably is  near  the  most  northern  limit  of  its  distribution.  It  is  reported 
as  rare  in  most  parts  of  New  England,  though  there  are  certam  sec- 
tions where  it  is  fairly  common,  in  the  mountains  of  the  West  and  in 
most  parts  of  the  South  it  is  abundant,  and  at  certain  times  of  the 
year  is  common  on  the  Great  Plains.  In  winter  a  few  hardy  indi- 
viduals remain  in  southern  New  England  and  New  York,  but  the 
species  as  a  winter  resident  is  not  common  until  the  latitude  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  is  reached;  thence  southward  it  becomes  more  and 
more  plentiful.  In  the  Mississippi  Valley  it  does  not  range  quite  so 
far  north  in  winter  as  along  the  Atlantic,  for  few  are  found  above 
the  38th  parallel.  Along  the  Pacific  coast  it  winters  considerably 
further  north  than  at  the  East. 

This  little  Hawk  guards  the  vicinity  of  its  home  or  hunting  ground 
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with  zealous  care,  resenting  the  invasions  of  the  larger  species.  The 
writer  has  often  seen  a  Red-tailed  or  Red-shouldered  Hawk  enter  a 
locality  in  which  a  Sparrow  Hawk  was  perched  on  the  top  of  some 
tall  tree,  evidently  thinking  he  had  a  prior  right  to  the  whole  region. 
As  soon  as  the  large  hawk  approached  near  enough,  the  Sparrow  Hawk 
launched  out  in  pursuit,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  intruder  was 
convinced  that  hunting  could  be  carried  on  to  better  advantage  in 
other  places.  In  making  an  attack  the  Sparrow  Hawk  always  rises 
above  its  enemy  and  darts  down,  striking  with  bill  and  talons. 

In  a  locality  where  it  is  very  little  molested  it  is  quite  tame  and 
unsuspecting,  often  allowing  a  person  to  approacli  as  near  as  20  yards 
before  taking  wing,  and  when  nushed  it  flies  but  a  short  distance. 
It  is  quite  another  matter  to  advance  upon  one  in  places  where  it  is 
more  or  less  hunted.  Experience  seems  to  have  taught  it  just  how 
far  a  gun  will  carry,  and  generally  it  will  leave  the  perch  just  before 
an  effective  point  is  reached.  After  following  it  for  an  hour  or  more 
and  taking  a  few  chance  shots,  the  gunner  usually  gives  up  in  dis- 
gust and  leaves  the  hawk  in  as  good  spirits  as  when  first  roen. 

The  Sparrow  Hawk  builds  its  nest  in  hollows  of  trees,  ei  lier  in  nat- 
ural excavations  Avhich  are  formed  by  erosion  of  the  dea  1  wood  by 
the  elements,  or  in  holes  made  by  the  larger  woodpeckers.  If  the 
flicker  ( Colaptes)  is  the  bird  imposed  upon,  which  is  most  often  the 
case,  it  never  openly  battles  with  the  hawk  for  the  retention  of  its 
home,  but  sometimes  annoys  the  latter  by  removing  the  nesting  ma- 
terial as  fast  as  it  is  deposited,  making  it  finally  necessary  for  one  of 
the  hawks  to  remain  near  to  guard  the  nest. 

The  cavity  chosen  is  usually  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
ground,  rarely  under  20  feet  and  often  in  the  tops  of  the  highest 
trees.  In  the  West,  on  account  of  its  mode  of  nesting,  the  species  is 
naore  or  less  restricted  in  the  breeding  season  to  the  near  vicinity  of 
timber,  though  in  some  localities  it  nests  in  cavities  in  limestone 
cliffs  or  in  holes  made  by  kingfishers  in  the  sand  banks.  It  has  been 
stated  that  occasionally  the  deserted  nests  of  crows  or  other  birds  are 
made  use  of,  but  this  habit  must  be  extremely  rare.  Capt.  Charles 
E.  Bendire,  whose  field  experience  in  the  West  has  been  extensive 
and  varied,  and  often  in  places  where  birds  by  force  of  circumstances 
are  not  able  to  follow  a  fixed  habit,  informed  the  writer  that  on  one 
occasion  only  did  he  suspect  this  hawk  of  breeding  in  an  open  nest. 
In  the  case  in  point  the  evidence  was  anything  but  satisfactory,  for 
although  the  birds  were  seen  near  the  nest,  which  was  situated  in  a 
very  large  tree,  he  thought  there  might  have  been  a  cavity  which 
was  not  visible  from  the  ground.  In  California,  Prof.  B.  W.  Ever- 
mann  has  found  it  using  the  deserted  nest  of  the  magpie  (Auk, 
vol.  iii,  p.  93).  This  is  not  so  strange,  for  we  might  expect  the  en- 
trance in  the  side  of  the  canoi)ied  nest  of  the  magpie,  simulating  an 
opening  in  the  side  of  a  tree,  would  attract  the  hawk,  esj)ecially  in  a 
locality  where  desirable  hollows  are  scarce. 

Dr.  William  Wood  mentions  the  following  interesting  instance  of 
departure  from  its  usual  nesting  habit: 

A  farmer  made  a  dove-house  inside  of  his  bam  with  holes  through  the  sides  of 
the  building  commimicating  with  it.  A  pair  of  doves  tliat  had  nested  there  were 
attacked  and  killed  by  a  pair  of  Sparrow  Hawks,  who  took  possession  of  their  nest, 
laid  four  eggs,  and  commenced  to  sit.  (American  Naturalist,  Vol.  viii,  No.  5,  p. 
268,  May,  1874.) 

In  Florida  it  commences  to  breed  early  in  March;  in  the  latitude 
of  New  York  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  in  the  northern  part  of 
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its  range  it  is  probably  June  before  tbe  eggs  are  deposited.  The 
number  of  eggs  in  one  nest  is  usually  five,  rarely  more. 

Its  ordinary  flight  is  irregular  and  not  long  continued.  Even  in 
migration  it  often  stops  to  rest  on  a  tree  top  or  fence  post,  Avhere  it 
mav  remain  a  considerable  time.  Still  it  is  capable  of  very  rapid 
flight.  It  rarely  if  ever  soars  as  do  most  of  the  other  hawks.  Some- 
times it  makes  a  succession  of  rapid  beats  of  its  wings  and  saUs  for 
a  short  distance,  but  usually,  when  in  search  of  food,  instead  of  cir- 
cling, it  hovers,  remaining  stationary  with  rapid-moving  wings.  If 
it  perceive  its  quarry  it  drops  to  the  ground  to  seize  it,  and,  if  suc- 
cessful, bears  it  away  to  a  neighboring  stub  or  fence  pole  to  devour. 

Food. — The  subject  of  the  food  of  this  hawk  is  one  of  great  inter- 
est, and  considered  in  its  economic  bearings  is  one  that  should  bo 
carefully  studied.  The  Sparrow  Hawk  is  almost  exclusively  insect- 
ivorous except  when  insect  food  is  difficult  to  obtain.  In  localities 
where  grasshoppers  and  crickets  are  abundant  these  hawks  congre- 
gate, often  in  moderate-sized  flocks,  and  ^orgo  themselves  continu- 
ously. Rarely  do  they  touch  any  other  form  of  food  until,  either  by 
the  advancing  season  or  other  natural  causes,  tlie  grasshopper  crop  is 
so  lessened  that  their  hunger  can  not  be  appeased  without  undue 
exertion.  Then  other  kinds  of  inse(5ts  and  otlier  forms  of  life  con- 
tribute to  their  fare:  and  beetles,  spiders,  mice,  shrews,  small  snakes, 
lizards,  or  even  birds  may  ])o  required  to  bring  up  the  balance.  In 
some  places  in  the  West  and  South  telegraph  lines  pass  for  miles 
through  treeless  plains  and  savannahs.  For  lack  of  better  the  Spar- 
row Hawks  often  use  these  poles  for  resting  places,  from  which  they 
make  short  trips  to  pick  up  a  grasshopper  or  mouse  which  they  caiTy 
back  to  their  perch.  At  times,  when  grasshoppers  are  abundant, 
such  a  line  of  poles  is  pretty  well  occupied  by  these  hawks. 

A  dozen  or  more  stomachs  collected  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Richmond, 
in  Gallatin  County,  Mont.,  during  the  latter  part  of  August  and 
early  part  of  September,  1888,  wore  kindly  turned  over  to  thisDivision 
for  examination.  They  contained  little  else  than  grasshoppers  and 
crickets. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Hall,  of  Wakeman,  Ohio,  writes  to  us  on  the  subject 
a5  follows: 

The  Sparrow  Hawk  is  a  moat  porsist^^nt  enemy  of  the  grasshopper  tribe.  Wliile 
the  so-called  Hawk  law  was  in  forct*  in  Ohio,  I  was  township  cfcrk  in  my  native 
village  and  issued  certificates  to  the  number  of  eighty-six,  forty-six  being  for  the 
Sparrow  Hawk.  I  examined  the  stomaclis  and  found  forty-five  of  them  to  contain 
the  remains  of  grasshoppers  and  the  elytra  of  beetles,  while  the  remaining  one  con- 
tained the  fur  and  bones  of  a  meadow  mouse  (Amncola  riparius). 

The  following  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Henshaw  substantiates 
what  we  have  said  in  regard  to  their  fondness  for  grasshoppers: 

It  finds  *  *  *  an  abundant  supply  of  game  in  the  shape  of  small  insectivorous 
birds;  but  more  especially  does  its  food  consist  of  the  various  kinds  of  coleoi)terous 
insects  and  grasshoppers,  of  which  it  destroys  multitudes.  In  fact,  this  last  item  is 
the  most  important  one  of  all,  and  where  these  insects  are  abundant  I  have  never 
seen  them  have  recourse  to  any  other  kind  of  food.  (Zool.  Expl.  West  of  100th 
Merid..  Vol.v,  1875,  p.  414.) 

The  late  Townend  Glover,  formerly  Entomologist  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  states  that  the  oeneficial  traits  of 
this  hawk  more  than  coimterbalance  any  harm  it  may  do,  and  says: 

In  proof  of  this,  a  Sparrow  Hawk,  shot  in  October,  among  a  flock  of  reed  or  rice 
birds,  was  found  to  be  filled  with  grasshoppers,  and  contained  not  the  slightest 
vestige  of  feathers  or  bones  of  birds.  This  bird  was  remarkably  tsX.  (U.  S.  Agric. 
Report,  1866,  p.  87.) 
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Mr.  C.  J.  Maynard,  writing  on  the  food  of  the  Sparrow  Hawk  at 
Miami,  Fla.,  says: 

Tli(^y  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  pick  up  grasshoppers,  of  which  they  appear  never 
to  tire.  It  is  true  that  they  can  find  green  grasshoppers  and  brovvTi  grasshoppers, 
grasshoppers  with  wings  and  wingless  grasshoppers,  but  still,  as  far  as  any  distinc- 
tive taste  is  concerned,  there  must  be  but  little  variation.  Yet  to  all  appearances 
the  hawks  are  satisfied,  for  I  never  saw  one  take  any  other  kind  of  f<x)d.  (Birds  of 
Eastern  North  America,  1881,  p. 297.) 

In  thQ  vicinity  of  Washington,  D.  C,  remarkable  as  it  may  ax)pear 
to  those  who  have  not  interested  themselves  specially  in  the  matter, 
it  is  the  exception  not  to  iSnd  grasshoppers  or  crickets  in  the  stopi- 
achs  of  Sparrow  Hawks,  even  when  killed  during  the  months  of  Jan- 
nary  and  February,  unless  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow. 

It  is  wonderful  how  the  birds  can  discover  the  half -concealed,  semi- 
dormant  insects,  which  in  color  so  closely  resemble  the  ground  or 
dry  grass.  Whether  they  are  attracted  by  a  slight  movement,  or  dis- 
tinguish the  form  of  their  prey  as  it  sits  motionless,  is  difficult  to 
prove,  but  in  any  case  the  acuteness  of  their  vision  is  of  a  character 
which  we  are  unable  to  appreciate. 

Feeding  on  insects  so  exclusively  as  they  do,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  they  destroy  a  considerable  number  of  beneficial  kinds,  as  well 
as  spiders,  which  they  find  in  the  same  localities  as  the  grasshoppers. 
However,  examination  of  their  stomach  contents  shows  the  number 
to  be  so  small,  compared  with  that  of  the  noxious  species,,  that  it  is 
hardly  worth  considering. 

After  the  severe  frosts  of  autumn  and  in  winter,  when  insect  life 
is  at  its  lowest  ebb,  the  Sparrow  Hawks  devote  more  time  to  the  cap- 
ture of  mice  and  small  birds.  As  a  rule,  the  birds  which  they  cap- 
ture at  this  time  are  ground-dwelling  species,  which  simulate  the 
movements  of  mice  by  running  in  or  aoout  the  dry  grass  and  weeds. 
They  are  mostly  sparrows,  more  or  less  seed-eating,  and  hence  not 
amon^  the  species  most  beneficial  to  the  agriculturist.  At  this  sea- 
son it  is  common  to  see  Sparrow  Hawks  sitting  on  the  poles  over  hay 
stacks,  or  stationed  where  they  can  command  a  good  view  of  the  sur- 
roundings of  a  hay  mow  or  grain  crib,  ready  at  any  moment  to  drop 
upon  the  mouse  which  is  unfortunate  enough  to  show  itself.  In  this 
way  they  manage  to  destroy  a  vast  number  of  mice  during  the  colder 
months. 

In  the  spring,  when  new  ground  or  meadow  is  being  broken  by  the 
plow,  they  often  become  very  tame  if  not  molested.  They  fly  down, 
even  alighting  under  the  very  horses  for  an  instant  in  their  endeavor 
to  capture  an  unearthed  mouse  or  insect. 

The  following  letter  from  W.  P.  McGlothlin,  of  Dayton,  Colum- 
bia County,  Wash.,  dated  February  12,  1887,  contains  some  interest- 
ing facts  on  this  paiticular  subject: 

There  is  a  small  hawk  here  called  the  Sparrow  Hawk.  It  comei?  about  the  1st  of 
March  and  leaves  with  its  young  about  August  1st.  On  their  arrival  they  are  ia  large 
flocks  and  seem  very  hungry,  I  have  hSd  a  number  follow  my  team  all  dav  long 
and  even  alight  for  a  moment  on  the  plow  beam.  When  a  mouse  v^as  unearthed  it 
was  captured  in  an  instant  and  quickly  killed.  The  hawks  seem  to  know  just  when 
their  victims  are  dead.  They  settle  on  sometliing  suitable  to  their  fancy  and  com- 
mence eating  the  eyes,  and  ttien  soon  finish.  For  two  weeks  this  moust?  catcliing 
goes  on.  I  have  sometimes  seen  them  chaise  and  catch  small  birds.  They  pair  off 
and  drive  some  woodpecker  ^rom  his  cozy  nest  in  an  old  tree,  where  they  lay  from 
four  to  six  eggs.  When  they  have  young  the  small  chickens  must  suffer.  About 
two  each  daytor  every  nest  seems  to  satisfy  them. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  in  his  "Birds  of  Ontario,"  gives  the  fol- 
lowing on  the  food  of  this  hawk: 

Though  sometimes  seen  near  the  farm-house  it  does  not  bear  the  stigma  of  having 
felonious  intentions  towards  the  occupants  of  the  poultry  yard,  but  is  credited  with 
the  destruction  of  large  numbers  of  mice.  *  *  *  It  also  feeds  freely  on  snakes, 
lizards,  grasshoppers,  etc.,  but  has  the  true  falcon  etiquette  of  taking  only  what  is 
newly  killed  (p.  150). 

In  the  opinion  of  many  people,  unaccountable  as  it  may  appear, 
the  benefit  accruing  from  the  destruction  of  a  Kreat  number  or  mice 
or  other  injurious  mammals  or  insects  by  hawks  does  not  offset  the 
damage  done  by  the  capture  of  one  bird  or  chicken.  This,  of  course, 
is  not  the  case  with  those  intelligent  farmers  who  recognize  the  bene- 
fit done  by  this  little  hawk,  and  are  not  j)rejudiced  against  it  if  it 
exacts  a  moderate  interest  now  and  then  in  the  shape  of  a  young 
chicken  or  bird.  In  May  and  June,  when  the  hawks  are  busy  hatch- 
ing their  eggs  and  rearing  their  young,  there  is  less  time  for  them 
to  procure  their  favorite  food.  It  is  during  this  period,  as  we  might 
expect,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  birds  which  they  capture 
in  the  course  of  the  year  is  taken.  It  is  also  at  this  time  that  we  hear 
complaints  of  their  depredations  in  the  poultry  yard.  Sometimes 
they  take  young  birds  from  the  nest*,  for  Mr.  Austin  F.  Park,  of  Troy, 
N.  v.,  mentions  the  finding  of  unfledged  birds  among  their  stomach 
contents.     From  the  following  note  it  may  be  seen  that  occasionally 

they  take  also  old  birds  from  the  nests: 

« 
In  EHzabeth,  N.  J.,  several  years  ago,  I  saw  a  pair  of  Sparrow  Hawks  fly  up  under 
the  eaves  of  an  old  barn  and  drag  a  couple  of  swallows  out  of  their  nests.    (Mer- 
riam,  Review  of  the  Birds  of  Conn.,  1877,  p.  85.) 

That  the  Sparrow  Hawk  at  times  attacks  and  kills  comparatively 
large  birds  is  vouched  for  by  Dr.  Coues,  in  his  Birds  of  the  North- 
west.    He  says: 

I  have  seen  it  overpower  and  bear  away  a  thrasher,  a  bird  inch  for  inch  as  long 
as  itself,  and  nearly  as  heavy. 

And  we  have  found  remains  of  the  meadow  lark  in  the  stomachs 
examined. 

In  the  accompanying  table  a  summary  is  given  of  the  food  of  the 
Sparrow  Hawk,  arranged  according  to  months.  It  i^  based  upon  data 
derived  mainly  from  the  examination  of  stomachs  made  by  myself 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  during  certain  months,  notably  May  and 
June,  we  were  unable  to  obtain  more  specimens  for  examination. 
The  available  number  is  so  small  that  the  result  here  given  probably 
would  be  totally  changed  by  the  addition  of  a  dozen  specimens  to 
each  of  these  two  months. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  stomachs  examined,  not  one 
contained  the  remains  of  poultry.  Thirty-one  birds  were  found,  of 
which  twenty  were  various  species  of  sparrows,  three  were  meadow 
larks,  one  was  a  vireo,  one  a  warbler,  one  a  quail,*  and  five  could 
not  be  determined  as  the  feathers  and  other  parts  were  too  much 
broken  up  to  admit  of  identification. 

♦This  record  of  finding  the  remains  of  a  quaO  in  the  stomach  of  a  Sparrow  Hawk 
is  given  second  hand,  from  an  examination  made  in  Nebraska.  We  strongly  sus- 
pect, imless  the  quail  was  a  very  young  bird,  that  one  or  the  other  small  hawks  was 
mistaken  for  the  Sparrow  Hawk, 
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Table  giving  a  mimmary  of  food  of  the  Sparrow  Hawk,  arranged  according  to  months. 


Months. 

No.  of 
speci- 
mens ex- 
amined. 

Birds. 

Mice  or 
other 
mam- 
mals. 

Reptiles 

and 
batrach- 

ians. 

InsecU. 

Remarks 

jMiuftry 

27 

12 

17 

12 

2 

3 

18 

19 

18 

7 

5 

28 

7 
2 
3 

1 
1 
8 
2 

24 
8 
8 
7 
1 

fi2 

29 

41 

76 

4 

76 

177 

263 

271 

81 

12 

96 

Febniarv 

1  empty. 
8  empty. 
1  empty. 

i£SS^.::. ::::;;.:.::::. ::::::::.... 

1 
8 

April 

MSy 

JllllA .  .  , ,.,.,., 

July    

8 
5 
2 

1 
1 
14 

August 

2 
2 

September 

1 

October.     .                        

November                                     

December 

11 

Total 

168 

81 

79 

8 

1,126 

5  empty. 

For  convenience,  spiders  have  been  enumerated  with  the  insects. 


THE  SHORT-EARED  OWL  {Asio  accipitrinus).  ^ 

By  Dr.  A.  K.  FiSHKR. 

The  Short-eared  Owl  is  a  bird  of  extended  distribution,  ranging 
over  the  greater  part  of  boijh  hemispheres.  In  Africa  it  has  been 
found  as  Itkv  south  as  Abyssinia  in  winter.  It  has  not  been  recorded 
from  Australia.    In  a  northerly  direction  it  reaches  the  soutliem 
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part  of  the  Arctic  regions,  whence  southward  it  probably  breeds 
more  or  less  commonly  in  favorable  localities  throughout  its  range. 

The  nest  is  a  rough  affair  made  of  coarse  grass  and  sticks,  loosely 
drawn  together  and  spai'sely  lined  with  fine  material  and  feathers 
from  the  parent  bird.  It  is  placed  on  the  ground,  often  in  a  depres- 
sion made  to  receive  it,  under  some  bush  or  among  high  grass.  In 
exceptional  cases  it  has  been  found  in  a  clump  of  low  bushes,  or 
otherwise  slightly  elevated.  The  eggs,  from  three  to  five  in  num- 
ber, are  deposited  in  April  or  May,  according  to  the  latitude  of  the 
nesting  ground. 

The  Short-eared  Owl  is  pre-eminently  a  bird  of  the  open  country, 
including  the  coast  marshes  and  islands  covered  by  busnes  and  high 
^ass.  In  the  United  States  it  is  much  more  common  in  winter,  when 
it  receives  large  reinforcements  from  the  North.  During  this  season 
of  the  year  single  individuals  are  usually  met  with,  and  less  often 
small  colonies,  composed  of  four  or  five  oirds.  Possibly  these  are 
families  which  have  never  been  separated,  having  migrated  in  com- 
pany from  thoir  nesting  grounds. 

The  food  of  this  owl  consists  largely  of  mice  and  other  small  mam- 
mals. A  number  of  species  of  insects,  birds,  and  reptiles  also  may 
be  mentioned  as  occasionally  contributing  td  its  fare.  Fully  90  per 
cent,  of  the  stomachs  examined  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
contained  nothing  excejjt  meadow  mice.  The  remains  of  as  many 
as  five  mice  were  found  in  one  stomach,  and  several  contained  three 
or  four  each.  Prof.  F.  E.  L.  Beal  reports  finding  nothing  but  mice 
in  the  stomachs  of  a  pair  which  he  killed  in  Story  County,  Iowa. 
They  were  shot  in  an  artificial  grove  swarming  with  small  birds. 

Mr.  Austin  F.  Park,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  a  report  on  the  food  of 
Hawks  and  Owls,  which  he  kindly  sent  to  this  Department,  mentions 
mice  and  no  other  kind  of  food  as  found  in  the  stomachs  of  this 
species. 

Of  the  other  mammals  which  this  owl  feeds  upon  may  be  mentioned 
shrews,  gophers,  and  sometimes  small  rabbits.  Shrews  are  not  un- 
common in  the  stomach  contents.  Dr.  J.  C.  MeiTiU,  in  mentioning 
the  food  of  this  bird  at  Foi-t  Ellamath,  Oregon,  says: 

In  one  specimen  a  pellet  ready  for  regurgitation  contained  ten  nearly  perfect 
skulls  of  a  shrew,  a  species  of  which,  ana  field  mice,  were  nearly  always  found  in 
the  stomachs.    (Auk,  Vol.  v,  April,  1885,  p.  146.) 

Unfortunately  we  have  been  unable  to  procure  stomachs  of  this  owl 
from  the  Western  plains  which  are  infested  with  ground  squirrels 
and  gophers,  hence  we  do  not  know  to  what  extent  it  feeds  upon 
these  rodents.  It  does  not  feed  as  extensively  on  insects  as  eimer 
the  Barred  or  Screech  Owls,  but  there  are  reports  enough  on  the 
subject  to  show  that  grasshoppers,  crickets,  and  beetles  at  times 
form  a  considerable  portion  of  its  food.  It  is  quite  exceptional  for 
this  owl  to  feed  upon  birds.  Out  of  about  fifty  stomachs  examined 
by  us  at  the  Department  not  over  four  contained  bird  remains. 

Only  once  have  we  found  more  than  one  bird  in  a  single  stomach. 
This  was  in  a  specimen  shot  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
late  in  November;  it  contained  the  remains  of  two  Juncos  and  one 
Fox  Sparrow. 

A  notable  violation  of  its  usual  habit  of  feeding  upon  mice  may 
be  quoted  from  Mr.  William  Brewster  as  follows: 

A  small  colony  of  these  birds  had  established  itself  upon  a  certain  elevated  part 
of   the  island  [Muskegatj,  spending  the  day  in  a  tract  of  densely  ^aoatted  grass. 
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Scattered  about  in  this  retreat  were  the  remains  of  at  least  a  hundred  Terns  that 
they  had  killed  and  eaten.  Many  of  these  were  fresh,  while  others  were  in  every 
stage  of  decomposition,  or  dried  by  the  sun  and  wind.  In  each  case  the  breast  had 
been  picked  clean,  but  in  no  inHiance  was  any  other  portion  disturbed.  Every  day 
at  a  certain  time  these  owls  salhed  forth  in  search  of  fresh  prey.  We  used  regu- 
larly to  see  them  about  sunset,  sailing  in  circles  over  the  island  or  beating  along  the 
crests  of  the  aand-liills.  They  were  invariably  followed  by  vast  mobs  of  enraged 
Terns,  which  dived  angrilv  down  over  the  spot  where  the  Owl  had  alighted,  or 
strunfz;  out  in  the  wake  of  his  flight  like  the  tail  of  a  comet.    The  Owl  conunonly 

eaid  little  attention  to  this  unbidden  following,  and  apparently  never  tried  to  seize 
is  persecutors  while  on  the  wing,  but  on  several  occ^isions  we  saw  a  sitting  bird 
pounced  upon  and  borne  off.  Sometimes  in  the  middle  of  the  night  a  great  outcry 
among  the  Terns  told  where  a  tragedy  was  being  enacted.  (Bull  Nutt.  Ornith.  Club, 
Vol.  TV,  p.  19). 

The  following  important  evidence  of  the  economic  value  of  the 
Short-eared  Owl  is  from  the  fourth  edition  of  Yarrell's  British 
Birds  (Vol.  iv,  p.  165): 

Undoubtedlv  field-mice,  and  especially  those  of  the  short-tailed  group  or  voles, 
arc  their  chief  objects  of  prey,  and  when  these  animals  increase  in  an  extraordinary 
and  imaccountable  way,  as  they  sometimes  do,  so  as  to  become  extremely  mis- 
chievous, owls,  particuLurly  of  this  species,  flock  to  devour  them.  Thus  there  are 
records  of  **  a  sore  plague  of  strange  mice  "  in  Kent  and  Essex  in  the  year  1580  or 
1581,  and  again  in  the  county  last  mentioned  in  1648.  In  1754  the  same  thine  is 
said  to  have  occurred  at  Hilgay,  near  Downham  Market,  in  Norfolk,  while  Avithin 
the  present  century  the  Forest  of  Dean,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  some  parts  of 
Scotland  have  been  similarly  infested.  In  all  these  cases  owls  are  mentioned  as 
thronging  to  the  spot  and  rendering  the  greatest  service  in  extirpating  the  pests. 
The  like  has  also  been  observed  in  Scandinavia  during  the  wonderful  irruptions  of 
lemmings  and  other  small  rodents  to  which  some  districts  are  liable,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  Shoit-eared  Owl  is  the  species*  which  plays  a  principal  part  in  get- 
tmg  rid  of  the  destructive  horde.  An  additional  fact  of  some  interest  was  noticed 
by  Wolley ,  namely,  that  under  such  circumstances  the  owls  seem  to  become  more 
prolific  than  usual. 

THE  FOOD  OF  CROWS, 
©y  Walter  B.  Barrows,  S.  B.  ,  Assistant  Ornithologist* 

The  economic  status  of  the  Common  Crow  {Corvus  americamis) 
has  been  discussed  so  often,  and  yet  with  such  uncertain  results,  that 
it  was  one  of  the  first  birds  to  receive  attention  when  the  Division 
was  organized  in  1885,  being  particularly  mentioned  in  the  circular 
issued  that  year.  Several  hundred  replies  to  the  questions  contained 
in  that  circular  were  received  during  that  and  tne  following  year, 
and  much  additional  information  was  collected  by  subsequent  cor- 
respondence. A  request  for  stomachs  of  the  Crow  was  contained  in 
the  circular  issued  m  1886,  and  although  the  responses  to  this  have 
not  been  as  numerous  as  could  be  desired,  a  number  of  correspond- 
ents have  given  material  assistance,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  append 
to  the  present  paper  the  results  of  the  dissection  of  eighty-six 
stomachs  of  the  Common  Crow  {Corvus  americanus)  and  twelve  of 
the  Fish  Crow  ( Corvus  ossifragus).  Thus  the  material  at  hand  for  a 
study  of  the  food  of  Crows,  thougn  by  no  means  abundant,  is  never- 
theless considerable,  and  suflBcient  progress  has  been  made  in  its  in- 
vestigation to  justify  the  publication  of  some  of  the  results.  One  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  present  paper,  however,  is  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  farmers  and  others  to  the  disputed  and  unsettled  questions 
relating  to  the  Crow  a,nd  to  secure  their  aid  and  c(voperation  in  col- 
lecting evidence  which  will  hasten  a  final  settlement  of  these  jwints. 

It  is  unnecessary  at  the  present  time  to  refer  to  the  numerous  con- 
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tributions  to  our  knowledge  of  the  Crow's  habits  made  from  time  to 
time  during  the  last  century,  but  it  may  be  broadly  stated  that  but 
three  strong  points  in  its  favor  have  ever  been  claimed  for  the  Crow 
even  by  its  warmest  friends  :  These  are  (1)  the  habit  of  destroying 
injurious  insects;  (2)  the  habit  of  catching  mice;  and  (3)  the  habit  of 
eating  carrion.  A  few  writers,  mainly  men  of  very  limited  experi- 
ence, have  maintained,  it  is  true,  that  the  Crow  never  does  any  harm 
worth  jnentioning;  but  the  more  rational  of  his  defenders  admit 
freely  that  a  large  amount  of  damage  is  done,  but  claim  that  this  is 
more  than  compensated  by  the  good  habits  just  specified.  Of  these, 
the  carrion-feeding  and  mouse-eating  habits  have  been  the  weaker 
arguments,  and  the  place  of  the  Crow  as  a  beneficial  bird  has  rested 
mainly  on  the  ground  of  its  supposed  services  in  the  destruction  of 
noxious  insects. 

On  tlie  other  hand,  the  injuries  inflicted  by  the  Crow  are  more 
varied,  tlioso  most  commonly  complained  of  being: 

(1)  Destruction  of  young  grain,  particularly  Indian  corn  on  first 
coming  up. 

(2)  Destruction  of  ripe  or  ripening  com  and  other  grain. 

(3)  Destruction  of  ripe  or  ripening  fruits  of  some  kinds. 

(4)  Destruction  of  various  other  vegetable  products. 

(5)  Destruction  of  the  eggs  and  young  of  poultry. 
(g)  Destruction  of  the  eggs  and  young  of  wild  birds. 

Nearly  every  one  in  the  least  familiar  with  the  habits  of  the  Crow 
will  readily  admit  that  the  bird  is  more  or  less  beneficial  or  injuri- 
ous in  the  ways  indicated  above,  but  the  greatest  diversity  of  oinnion 
exists  as  to  the  degree  of  benefit  or  injury  to  be  assigned  to  each  cat- 
egory. 

The  Division  has  succeeded  in  bringing  together  a  large  amount  of 
opinion  on  these  points,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  what  may  be 
regarded  properly  as  evidence.  Moreover,  some  additional  charges 
against  the  Crow  have  been  preferred  and  some  further  claims  of 
merit  are  brought  forward.  Statements  of  mere  opinion  carry  little* 
weight  unless  the  facts  on  which  these  opinions  are  based  are  fully 
known.  On  the  other  hand,  the  careful  record  of  any  actual  expe- 
rience with  the  Crow  is  entitled  to  thoughtful  consideration,  the 
weight  to  be  given  to  such  evidence  being  modified  only  according 
to  the  known  fitness  or  unfitness  of  the  observer  to  appreciate  afl 
the  elements  entering  into  the  case. 

As  the  entire  question  relates  primarily  to  the  food  of  the  Crow,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  careful  examination  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
Crow  stomachs  would  be  the  only  certain  method  of  settling  all  ques- 
tions; but  the  number  of  stomachs  required  necessarily  would  be  very- 
great,  and  in  order  fully  to  weigh  the  evidence  thus  afforded,  full 
notes  as  to  locality,  date,  time  of  day,  character  of  place  where  killed, 
age  of  bird,  etc.,  are  indispensable. 

About  one  hundred  stomachs,  accompanied  by  such  data,  have  been 
carefully  examined  thus  far,  and  a  summary  of  the  facts  revealed 
will  be  found  on  a  following  page.  Unfortunately,  however,  most 
of  these  stomachs  were  those  of  adult  Crows,  and  very  few  of  them 
were  taken  during  the  spring  and  early  summer,  when  the  Crow  is 
supposed  to  be  most  beneficial. 

It  has  x^^^'^^^tMl  more  difficult  than  was  expected  to  secure  Crows 
during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  but  a  special  effort  will  be 
made  during  tlie  season  of  1889,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  large  number 
of  stomachs  may  be  collected  and  examined,    Thosd  of  young  Crows 
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are  particularly  desired,  but  those  of  Crows  of  any  age  if  taken  dur- 
ing spring  or  summer  will  be  very  acceptable.  Persons  willing  to 
aid  the  Division  in  this  way  will  l)o  furnished  with  instructions  and 
materials  on  application  to  the  ornithologist,  and  all  costs  of  trans- 
portation will  be  defrayed  by  the  Department. 

In  response  to  questions  relating  to  the  food  habits  of  Crows  replies 
have  been  received  from  upwards  of  five  hundred  persons,  ana  the 
information  afforded  by  these  replies,  in  combination  with  the  re- 
sults of  dissection,  form  the  basis  of  the  following  report. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CROW. 

The  Common  Ctow  (Corvus  americanus)  occnvs  in  variable  abun- 
dance throughout  the  whole  of  the  United  States;  most  nume/ously, 
perhaps,  east  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian,  though  it  is  far  from 
uncommon  in  California.  In  most  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  region  it 
is  rather  scarce. 

Although  the  larger  number  migrate  southward  in  winter  from 
the  northern  tier  of  States,  returning  again  in  earliest  spring,  prob- 
ably a  few  spend  the  entire  winter  at  the  north,  even  m  northern 
Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  In  the  lower  half  of  the  Mississippi  Val 
ley,  however,  and  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  millions  of 
Crows  remain  from  November  to  March;  collecting  in  some  local 
ities  in  immense  flocks,  repairing  regularly  to  favorite  places  to 
pass  the  night,  and  scattering  over  the  surrounding  country  dur- 
ing the  day.  In  the  breeding  season  they  are  distributed  more 
evenly,  and  notes  on  their  food  habits  have  been  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Along  the  Atlantic  coast,  from  Long  Island  to  Florida,  another 
species,  the  Fish  Crow  (Corvus  ossifragus)  is  found  associated  with 
the  Common  Crow,  and  the  two  species  are  so  nearly  alike  in  general 
appearance  and  habits  that  at  gunshot  range  even  a  practiced  or- 
nitnologist  can  not  always  separate  them.  But  the  Fish  Crow  aver- 
ages decidedly  smaller  than  the  Common  Crow,  has  a  different  voice, 
and  when  in  hand  is  otherwise  readily  distinguished  by  one  accus- 
tomed to  studv  birds.  Probably  a  few  notes  from  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board may  refer  to  this  species  instead  of  to  the  Common  Crow,  but 
this  will  not  affect  materially  the  questions  under  consideration.  In 
the  detailed  report  of  the  examination  of  stomachs  the  two  species 
are  treated  separately. 

INJURY  TO  INDIAN  CORN,    WHEAT,   AND  OTHER  CEREALS. 

It  seems  almost  superfluous  to  say  that  the  Crow  at  certain  times 
and  places  is  very  destructive  to  crops  of  sprouting  grain,  for  its  corn- 
puUing  habits  were  well  known  even  in  colonial  times,  and  from  that 
day  until  the  present,  wherever  the  bird  is  at  all  abundant,  a  newly 
planted  corn-field  without  scare-crows  has  been  tlie  exception  and  not 
the  rule.  Doubtless  the  destruction  is  greatest  during  tlie  first  week 
or  two  after  the  corn  appears  above  ground,  but  if  all  reports  are  to  bo 
credited  considerable  harm  is  done  by  digging  iip  the  seed-corn  directly 
after  planting,  even  before  the  grain  has  begun  to  germinate.  One 
observer  states  that  iiie  Crow  eats  corn  **  from  ton  minutes  after  plant- 
ing until  the  blades  are  three  inches  high,"  and  more  tlian  a  score  of 
other  observers  state  definitely  that  the  Crow  not  only  pulls  up  the 
young  plants,  but  digs  up  the  newly  sown  seed.     Several  observers 
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state  that  the  Crow  scratches  up  planted  grain,  but  this  probably  is  a 
mistake,  for  such  a  habit  has  never  come  to  our  notice,  and  it  would 
seem  to  be  entirely  foreign  to  the  nature  of  the  bird.  Crows  are 
known  to  watch  the  operation  of  corn-planting,  occasionally  with  evi- 
dent interest,  and  many  a  farmer  knows  that  any  grain  left  uncov- 
ered is  likely  to  be  eaten  at  once.  In  some  cases  it  is  even  unsafe  to 
allow  the  com  to  be  dropped  much  faster  than  it  can  be  covered, 
since  the  observant  Crow  plunders  the  hill  before  it  is  made.  It  is  but 
natural  to  suppose  that  so  intelligent  a  bird  as  the  Crow  would  be 
able  to  locate  the  hills  after  the  planting  is  done,  and  to  unearth 
with  the  bill  any  grains  which  have  been  but  lightly  covered.  This 
is  all  the  more  likely  in  the  case  of  birds  which  have  been  watching 
the  planting  and  have  picked  up  the  scattered  grains  left  entirely 
uncovered,  especially  if  the  farmer  has  foUowea  the  time-honored 
custom  of  stamping  or  *  *  firming  "  the  center  of  the  hill  with  the  head 
of  the  hoe. 

Among  the  reports  bearing  upon  this  point  are  the  following: 

From  George  H.  Berry,  Nortn  Livermore,  Me. : 

The  Crows  dig  com  before  it  breaks  the  ground,  and  do  great  damage  pulling 
the  young  com  and  also  digging  potatoes. 

From  G.  Douglas  Robertson: 

While  resident  in  southeastern  Nebraska  I  have  heard  farmers  complain  that  the 
Crow  picked  the  kernels  of  corn  out  of  the  ground  just  after  planting,  and  Imow 
that  when  the  com  commenced  to  come  up  the  ground  was  bcure  in  many  places, 
but  whether  this  was  the  fault  of  the  Crows  or  of  the  machine  that  planted  it  I  can 
not  say. 

From  W.  T.  Craig,  San  Francisco,  Cal. : 

In  Santa  Cruz  County  Crows  were  observed  to  eat  the  com  while  planting,  and 
they  continued  to  do  so  until  it  was  three  inches  high,  pulling  it  up  and  feeding 
upon  the  grain  attached  to  the  rootlets.  They  destroyed  four  or  five  acres,  and 
were  then  driven  away. 

From  C.  W.  Costellow,  Waterborough,  Me. : 

'Crows  dig  up  and  eat  com  as  soon  as  it  is  planted,  and  continue  to  do  so  imtil  the 
growing  spears  absorb  the  kernel.  Occasionally  in  tlie  same  way  they  dig  up  and 
eat  potatoes  just  planted. 

While  these  and  similar  reports  seem  to  show  that  in  some  cases 
the  Crow  actually  digs  up  the  seed  even  before  it  germinates,  many 
trustworthy  witnesses  state  that  they  have  never  known  it  to  un- 
earth well-covered  grain  until  the  sprout  appeared  at  the  surface. 
This,  however,  is  merely  negative  evidence  and  only  tends  to  show 
that  the  former  habit  is  far  less  general  than  the  latter. 

As  has  been  suggested  by  more  than  one  observer,  the  Crow  is 
often  blamed  for  tne  work  of  the  chipmunk,  the  latter  being  known 
to  dig  up  the  newly  planted  kernels  very  f  rec[uently,  especiafly  along 
the  edges  of  fields  near  woods.  But  the  chipmunk  does  not  extend 
his  raids  far  from  the  edges  of  the  field,  and,  moreover,  he  is  not 
known  to  dig  up  newly  planted  potatoes,  so  that  the  dozen  or  more 
reports  which  charge  the  Crow  with  this  last  offense  give  additional 
weight  to  the  testimony  relating  to  the  digging  up  of  com.    Any  one 

';  observations  on  th* 


who  has  an  opportunity  to  make  exact  observations  on  this  question 
will  confer  a  favor  by  communicating  the  results  to  the  DepajHjment. 
The  manner  in  which  the  Crow  attacks  com  which  is  just  coming 
up  is  but  too  well  known  to  most  farmers,  yet  perhaps  few  of  them 
have  actually  seen  it  pull  the  young  shoots  from  the  ground,  and 
doubtless  there  are  many  who  still  disbelieve  that  the  ^object  of  the 
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pulling  is  simply  the  swollen  grain  at  the  root.     From  several  hun- 
dred reports  of  damage  to  young  corn,  we  select  a  few  to  show  the 
way  in  which  the  harm  is  done. 
Byron  J.  Peckham,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  wrote  in  1885: 

CJom  seems  to  suffer  most  because  the  Crows  get  a  large  amount  for  little  labor. 
Their  vwdus  operandi  is  to  wait  until  the  corn  has  showTi  itself  above  the  ground 
and  then  pull  it  and  devour  the  kernel  at  the  roots.  The  injury  done  consists 
largely  in  the  trouble  of  replanting  at  a  time  when  other  work  demands  the  atten- 
tion of  the  fanner. 

F.  K.  Steele,  of  Annapolis,  Md.,  says: 

As  the  young  shoots  peep  out  of  the  ground  the  Crow  may  be  seen  digging  them 
up.  From  the  time  of  their  first  apj)eaiaiice  above  the  ground  imtil  tliekemel  has 
been  absorbed  by  the  growing  plant  it  is  destioying  Uie  crop.  This  period  lasts  two 
or  three  weeks,  according  to  the  quickness  of  tlu'  gro\vth  of  the  gram. 

The  injury  consists  of  an  uneven  stand,  retiuiring  replanting.  This  seldom  pays 
for  the  trouble,  since  the  com  which  was  not  disturbed  by  the  bird  has  the  start  and 
occupies  all  the  soil  w  ith  its  roots;  tlierefore  the  replanted  com  grows  slowly  and 
spindling,  and  makes  fodder  principally. 

J.  M.  Nipi),  of  Bolton,  Mo.,  gives  the  following  interesting  ac- 
count of  one  of  his  observations: 

But  few  Crows  learn  to  pull  up  com,  but  one  that  does  will  pull  ten  hills  per 
minute.  June  27,  1884,  I  planted  tln-ee  acres  of  com  on  wheat  stubble,  the  wheat 
having  been  hauled  away.  Ten  days  aft*^r  planting  I  saw  eight  Crows  in  the  field; 
from  appearances  tliey  were  tw^o  part^nts  and  six  young.  One  was  pulling  the  oorn, 
one  stemding  idle,  and  six  eating  the  grain  after  it  was  pulled  up.  I  watched  them 
about  forty  minutes,  and  then  went  and  counted  the  fresh  pulled  stalks  where  they 
had  been ;  there  w^ere  four  himdreU.  One- third  of  the  three  acres  was  taken  at  that 
time.    I  then  supplied  them  with  wheat  in  the  bundle,  and  no  more  was  taken. 

The  amount  of  damage  to  corn  during  si)ring  and  early  summer 
is  certainly  very  great  in  some  sections,  and  undoubtedly  it  would 
be  much  greater  but  for  the  almost  universal  custom  of  protecting 
the  fields  in  one  way  or  another.  Of  course,  it  is  absurd  to  say  how 
great  the  loss  tvotild  he  in  case  all  precautions  were  neglected,  and 
even  in  the  case  of  actual  damage  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  fairly 
the  amount  of  the  loss.  Among  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  re- 
ports of  more  or  less  serious  injury,  less  than  one-fifth  contain  any 
figures  from  which  the  actual  loss  can  be  inferred  even  approxi- 
mately, while  hardly  a  dozen  state  definitely  the  acreage  planted  and 
theproportion  destroyed  or  damaged. 

The  following  examples  of  the  evidence  on  this  question  will  give 
a  fair  idea  of  the  haim  occcusioriaUtj  done.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
they  represent  widely  separate  sections  of  the  country: 

Osceola,  Ark. — One  floc^-k  ruined  a  field  of  several  acres. 

Coventry y  Conn. — In  one  field  of  three  acres  about  half  was  destroyed;  other  fields 
badly  damaged,  probably  one-third  pulled  up. 

Osceola,  Jul. — Destroyed  al)out  two  acres  for  me  last  year  (1885)  just  as  it  wa«  com- 
ing through  tJie  ground. 

JHymmith,  Me. — Has  l)een  observed  to  destroy  whole  fields  of  from  one  to  three 
acres. 

Eochdale,  Mass. — Crows  this  year  (1886)  pulled  one-third  or  more  of  the  com  in 
my  fields  in  spite  of  cotton  lines  stretched  quite  thickly  over  the  fields. 

Nebraska,  tnd. — Have  known  the  injury  to  amount  to  one-third  of  the  crop. 

Burlington,  Iowa. — Have  known  one-third  of  a  five-acre  field  to  require  replant- 
ing. 

Sand  HUl,  Mich. — Often  destroys  over  half  the  crop  when  planted  near  a  patch 
of  woods.    Fields  sometimes  are  nearly  destroyed. 

Bolton,  Mo. — One-third  of  a  field  of  three  acres  was  taken. 

Madison,  Nebr.~T\\Q  damage  along  the  woodlands  of  the  Elkhomis  ten  percent 
of  the  planting. 
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Caldwell,  ^,  J. — Damage  often  from  one- tenth  to  one-third  of  the  field, 

Alfred  Cent  re  ^  N^  i'^— Sometimes  they  make  a  second  planting  necessary;  in  one 
case  a  field  of  tliree  acres  was  almost  entuely  pulled  up, 

Itluxca,  N  y. — In  spite  of  all  our  effbrts  they  almost  destroyed  the  crop  in  a  large 
part' of  one  field. 

Locuat  Grove,  N,  F. — In  1884  a  large  field  was  ruined  by  Crows  in  spite  of  all 
prec^autions.  It  was  *'  strung  "  at  more  frequent  intervals  tnan  usual,  a  number  of 
dead  Ci'ows  were  displayed  at  various  points,  and  it  was  replanted  twice,  but  8^1  tQ 
no  avail,  for  abnost  tno  entire  field  was  last. 

Penza,  Ohio,— Once  saw  a  field  on  the  4th  of  July  which  had  been  destroyed  four 
times  by  Crows,  and  they  were  still  working  on  it. 

Gap,  PtL, — ^Tliink  they  sometimes  destroy  five  per  cent,  of  the  crop. 

Frogmore,  S.  C — The  damage  sometimes  amounts  to  over^SO  per  cent.,  but  this  is 
only  in  fields  neai*  woodland. 

Brandon,  Vt. — One-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  acre  was  pulled  from  a  three-acre 
field. 

We9t  Pawlet,  Vt, — In  1883  and  1884  I  knew  the  Crows  to  pull  the  corn  ao  com^ 
pletely  in  fields  of  ten  or  twelve  acres  that  all  the  ground  had  to  be  planted  over. 

Omro,  Wis, — One  piece  of  four  acres  was  about  two-thirds  destroyed. 

The  ten  f olloAving  samples  may  be  taken  as  showing  more  nearly 
tlian  the  preceding  the  average  cnaracter  of  the  reports  noting  dam- 
age to  yonng  corn: 

Smelley,  Ala, — Much  damage  some  years,  others  none  at  all, 

BrooJc^ld  Centre,  Conn. — A  small  piece  in  ^  secluded  spot  waa  almost  entirely 
destroyed. 

VermiUion,  Dak. — In  some  fields  on  the  Missouri  bottoms  Crows  often  have 
destroyed  two  or  three  successive  seeding  of  com,  but  only  in  fields  near  timber. 

Marietta,  Ga.— The  damage  is  sometmies  excessive,  depending  largely  on  loca- 
tion of  field. 

Lotiisville,  Ky, — The  damage  has*  been  greatly  exaggerated.  Formerly  it  was 
sometimes  great,  but  it  is  many  years  since  Crows  have  oone  any  harm  in  my  neigh- 
borhood by  nulling  up  corn.  They  find  other  food  in  abxmdance  and  have  forgotten 
their  old  habits. 

South  Frankfort,  3/ic'/i,— Injurious  only  in  exceptional  cases,  and  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — The  extent  of  the  injury  is  measured  only  by  the  oppor- 
tunity. 

Watkin^,  N.  Y. — Farmers  complain  of  their  pulling  com  in  the  spring  as  Boon  as 
it  appears  above  ground;  and  (jom  is  injured  in  this  way  sometimes  ao  that  it  har- 
vests one-eighth  to  one-fourth  less  than  if  it  had  not  bt^n  touched.  But  not  one 
fargier  in  twenty  is  injured  as  much  as  stated. 

Mount  Vernon,  Ohio. — Have  known  them  to  be  quite  troublesome  in  pulling  com 
when  it  is  two  or  three  inches  high,  *  *  *  but  their  attacks  appear  to  be  only 
periodical,  perha^  many  years  apart. 

Bervciok,  JVi.— The  damage  is  sufficient  sometimes  to  compel  the  farmer  to  replant, 
yet  the  amount  of  injury  done  is  not  often  of  much  account.  There  are  excep- 
tional cases  when  fields  planted  near  their  resorts  have  suffered  considerably. 

A  oarefnl  examination  of  all  the  available  evidence  bearing  on 
tills  question  brings  ont  one  or  two  points  which  are  donbtless  famil- 
iar to  many  farmers,  bnt  may  be  new  to  some.  Other  things  being 
equal,  the  greatest  damage  is  done  where  Crows  are  most  abundant* 
and  fields  nearest  their  nests  are  much  more  likely  to  be  plundered 
than  those  at  a  distance  from  woods.  Nevertheless,  in  the  latter  case, 
if  the  fields  are  also  at  a  distance  from  the  farm-house  and  are  not 
specially  protected,  they  may  suffer  more  than  other  fields  which, 
although  near  the  woods,  are  so  situated  as  to  be  easily  watched  from 
the  house.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  moreover,  that  the  Grows 
be  prevented  from  heginning  to  take  corn  from  a  field;  for  after 
visiting  it  once  they  are  far  more  likely  to  come  again,  and  there  is 
abundant  evidence  that  after  a  Crow  has  once  formed  the  habit  of 
corn-pulling  it  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  his  gratifying  his  taste 
as  long  as  he  lives. 
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Sometimes  the  shooting  of  one  or  more  of  the  thieves  on  their  first 
visit  to  a  corn-field  will  effectually  prevent  further  depredations,  but 
this  is  not  always  the  case.  Scarecrows,  windmills,  gUtterinff  tin, 
twine,  and  even  the  swinging  bodies  of  their  slain  comrades,  do  not 
have  the  desired  effect  at  all  times.  Other  methods  have  been  tried 
with  more  or  less  success,  but  all  the  successful  plans  involve  the 
expenditure  of  considerable  time,  and  often  a  little  money  as  well. 

The  most  generally  successful  plan  of  which  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge consists  in  coatmg  the  corn  with  tar  of  some  kind  before  plant- 
ing, in  which  case  Crows  are  said  to  let  it  entirely  alone.  Mr.  J.  V. 
Henry  Nott,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  thus  speaks  of  this  method: 

I  have  used  for  years  coal-tar  on  my  seed  com  to  keep  the  Crow  and  chipmunk 
from  eating  it.  I  think  it  better  than  scarecrows,  as  it  allows  the  Crow  to  roam 
over  the  field  and  pick  up  insects.  I  soak  the  seed  over  night,  and  after  draining 
off  the  water  thoroughly  stir  the  tar  through  it  by  dipping  a  small  stick  in  the  tfir, 
and  then  vigorously  stirring  the  seed  with  it  until  all  is  a  brown  color,  after  which 
I  stir  in  plaster  until  the  seed  looks  like  sugar-coated  pills.  The  only  objection  is 
that  a  planter  can  not  be  used. 

Essentially  the  same  method  is  used  for  com  and  other  grain 
throughout  a  considerable  part  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States, 
and  apparently  with  good  success.  Wood  ashes,  or  even  dry  earth, 
may  oe  used  in  place  of  the  plaster,  the  only  use  of  which  is  to  pre- 
vent the  grains  from  sticking  together  or  to  the  hand  of  the  planter. 
On  many  of  the  rice  plantations  of  South  Carolina  and  Louisiana 
the  same  method  is  resorted  to  to  prevent  blackbirds  or  "rice-birds" 
from  eating  the  newly  sown  grain  or 'pulling  up  the  young  shoots. 
It  is  said  that  the  young  shoots  from  grain  thus  **  tarred"'  have  a 
strong  taste  and  smell  of  the  tar  even  until  they  are  several  inches 
high  alnd  beyond  danger  of  being  uprooted  bv  birds.  However  this 
may  be,  the  grain  itself  is  certainly  uuDalatable  to  Crows,  and  they 
seem  to  be  satisfied  after  a  few  trials  tnat  corn  of  that  kind  is  not 
worth  pulling. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Musick,  of  Mount  Carmel,  Mo.,  states  that  "young 
corn  may  be  effectually  protected  by  feeding  the  birds  boiled  com  or 
soaked  com,  sown  broad!cast,  two  quarts  to  ten  acres." 

Edward  Paschall,  of  Doylestown,  Pa.,  mentions  a  similar  method 
used  at  that  place.    He  says: 

Samuel  Hart,  of  this  place,  a  farmer,  protects  his  corn-field  every  spring  against 
Crows  by  simply  scattermg  som^  loose  grain  everyday  around  his  entire  field  of  ten 
acres;  every  otner  day  will  ^wer,  provided  the  supply  is  not  exhausted.  This 
method  has  been  practiced  with  entire  success  for  many  years,  and  though  Crows 
are  ver^  numerous,  no  com  is  pulled  up.  The  entire  cost,  as  estimated  by  Mr.  Hart, 
is  the  time  required  and  a  total  of  half  a  bushel  of  com. 

In  some  places  grain  soaked  in  strychnine  has  been  used  to  kill 
Crows,  but  although  they  doubtless  can  be  exterminated  in  this  way, 
the  method  is  attended  with  some  danger  to  other  birds,  and  to  do- 
mesticated fowls,  while  it  is  not  altogether  certain  that  the  entire 
extermination  of  Crows  is  desirable  at  the  present  time.  They  are 
known  to  do  soriie  good — how  much  is  not  definitely  known,  but  in 
another  part  of  this  report  will  be  found  a  summary  of  the  evidence 
on  this  point. 

It  may  be  remarked  here  that  many  farmers  as  well  as  other  ob- 
servers contend  that  the  Crow  when  pulling  up  com  is  only  search- 
ing for  cut- worms  or  other  injurious  insects,  and  in  siipport  of  this 
assertion  it  has  been  claimed  repeatedly  that  the  old  Crows  do  not 
eat  the  corn  so  pulled,  nor  carry  it  t6  their  young.     This  question 
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will  be  fully  treated  under  the  head  of  Insect  Food  of  the  Crow,  and 
it  need  only  be  i  emarked  here  that,  while  Crows  undoubtedly  eat 
many  cut-worms  and  other  insects,  there  is  very  little  evidence  that 
they  pull  young  com  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  get  the  kernel 
at  the  root. 

The  depredations  of  the  common  Crow  do  not  cease,  except  tem- 
porarily, when  the  young  plants  are  too  well  rooted  to  be  pulled 
with  ease.  After  the  ears  are  formed  and  the  kernels  well  filled  out 
the  Crowa^ain  visits  the  corn-fields,  and  sometimes  does  serious  dam- 
age. At  that  time  the  young  are  as  large  as  their  parents,  several 
families  are  commonly  associated  in  a  flock,  and  such  a  party  is  capa- 
ble of  a  large  amount  of  mischief  in  a  comparatively  short  time. 
About  fifty  complaints  of  injury  to  ^'green  corn,"  *'  com  in  the  milk," 
"  roasting  ears,^'  and  **  ripening  corn,"  have  been  received,  and  from 
these  we  select  a  few  samples. 

From  U.  G.  Gordon,  Barry,  Ohio: 

The  Crows  ate  corn  here  while  it  was  in  the  milk  last  August  and  September  (1886), 
some  farmers  hereabouts  losing  one-fourth  of  their  crop.  They  came  in  nocks, 
thousands  at  a  time. 

From  S.  T.  Kimball,  Ellington,  Conn.  : 

It  is  in  the  fall  that  the  Crow  does  his  mischief  by  taking  com  in  the  milk  and 
after  it  is  cut.  Last  year  I  judge  that  I  could  have  picked  up  a  bushel  of  cobs  per 
acre  at  the  time  of  cutting.    The  damage  was  done  wholly  by  Crows. 

From  Edwin  B.  Clark,  Waxahachie,  Tex. : 

Crows  eat  com  while  in  the  **  roasting-ear  "  stage,  that  is,  before  it  has  hardened 
or  matured,  say  about  four  months  after  planting.  Their  depredations,  however, 
are  confined  to  corn-fields  along  creeks  or  branches  of  streams  where  tiiey  rear  their 
younff  in  trees.  The  com  hardens  so  quickly  that  the  Crows'  work  is  of  short  dura- 
tion, nence  the  destruction  is  not  considered  alarming. 

From  George  C.  Bunsen,  West  Belleville,  111.  : 

It  not  only  picks  up  the  young  corn  but  when  the  com  is  in  the  milk  it  is  after  it 
again,  tearing  open  the  husk  and  feeding  on  the  kernels  freely.  It  comes  into  the 
corn-fields  for  this  purpose  in  great  swarms  and  does  a  groat  deal  of  miscliief . 

From  N.  W.  Wright,  Farmland,  Ind. : 

During  the  last  few  years  the  Crows  in  this  section  of  the  country  flock  together 
in  the  fall  (about  August),  and  when  the  corn  is  soft  they  tear  the  husk  from  the 
ears  and  eat  the  grain,  greatly  damaging  the  crop.  Tliis  fall  I  liave  passed  fields 
adjoining  woods  where  nearly  every  ear  was  so  mangled  as  to  bo  seriously  injured. 

From  Charles  E.  Ingalls,  East  Templeton,  Mass. : 

The  Crow  has  been  known  to  eat  com  when  *  un  the  railk. "  My  attention  has  lately 
been  called  to  several  instances  of  this  kind  where  tlie  corn-stalks  were  pulled  down, 
the  ears  8tripi)ed  on  one  side,  and  the  kernels  x)ecked  out.  l^his  mischief  was 
charged  to  'coons  until  I  sliowed  the  real  culprit. 

Crows  also  eat  considerable  quantities  of  ripened  corn,  but  they  do 
not  appear  to  like  it  as  well  as  when  in  the  milk.  Mr.  W.  B.  Hall, 
of  Wakeman,  Ohio,  states  that  tame  Crows  which  he  has  kept  at 
various  times  ''would  not  eat  dry  grain,  but  were  very  fond  of  green 
corn  when  husked." 

From  upward  of  seventy  reports  of  damage  to  ripened  corn  a  few 
are  selected. 

From  Hugh  N.  Stames,  Marietta,  Ga. : 

In  the  fall  some  damage  is  done  to  com  in  the  ear,  after  ripening  and  before 
gathering,  but  the  damage  is  inconsiderable. 
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From  D.  C.  Shely,  Nicholasville,  Ky. : 

I  have  known  Crows  to  destroy  one-fourth  to  one-half  of  a  com  crop  when 
left  out  in  winter  and  everything  else  was  snowed  Under.  There  is  no  necessity 
for  any  such  loss  if  the  fanner  would  secure  his  crop  in  reasonable  time. 

From  H.  A.  Koch,  CoUege  Hill,  Ohio: 

Crows  frequent  the  corn-fields  in  such  numbers  that  their  depredations  seriously 
affect  the  crop,  especially  when  the  com  is  left  standing  in  shock  long. 

From  H.  C.  Griswold,  Watkins,  N.  Y. : 

At  the  present  time  (September  30,  1885),  two  or  three  himdred  Crows  are  feeding 
upon  standing  com. 

INJURY  TO  OTHER  CEREALS  THAN  CORN. 

Although  the  Crow  attacks  and  injures  other  grains  than  com  its 
depredations  on  these  crops  are  far  less  general  and  serious.  About 
fifty  reports  of  such  injury  have  been  received,  the  losses  complained 
of  relating  to  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley,  and  rice.  As  with  corn,  the 
greatest  damage  is  done  by  pulling  up  the  sprouting  grain,  but  more 
or  less  is  eaten  while  ripening,  or  even  when  hard.  A  few  samples 
of  the  evidence  are  appended. 

From  F.  H.  Holmes,  Rio  Vista,  Cal. : 

The  Oow  does  some  damage  in  the  grain  sections  around  Rio  Vista  to  wheat  and 
barley,  just  after  sowing  and  until  it  is  well  sprouted.  • 

From  W.  E.  Dingman,  Newton,  Iowa: 

In  some  instances  it  is  known  to  pull  up  and  eat  wheat  and  rye  when  two  or  three 
inches  in  height.    The  damage  has  not  been  very  extensive  in  either  case. 

From  Asher  Tyler,  Forest  Grove,  Oregon: 

The  Crows  congregate  here  in  large  flocks,  but  are  only  destructive  to  new-sown 
wheat.  "** 

DAMAGE  TO  OTHER  CROPS. 

About  a  dozen  reports,  nearly  all  from  New  England  and  Canada, 
mention  the  Crow  as  destructive  to  potatoes,  the  worst  mischief  be- 
ing done  by  pulling  up  the  young  plants  in  order  to  get  the  partly 
decayed  pieces  planted  as  "  seed."  Occasionally  sweet  potatoes  and 
beans  are  pulled  up  in  the  same  way,  and  in  some  of  the  Southern 
States  the  Crow  digs  up  pea-nuts  both  as  seed  and  when  ripening, 
sometimes  causing  considerable  loss.  The  following  notes  from  cor- 
respondents illustrate  this  class  of  injuries: 

FromS.  F.  Cheney,  Grand  Manan,  New  Brunswick: 

The  Crow  will  take  the  potato  seed  out  of  the  hill  and  pull  up  the  potatoes  when 
nearly  ready  to  hoe. 

From  Manly  Hardy,  Brewer,  Me. : 

I  have  known  newly  planted  potatoes  to  be  destroyed  by  the  acre.  Have  only 
known  Crows  to  attack  potatoes  within  a  few  years  (1885). 

From  Charles  F.  Goodhue,  Webster,  N.  H. : 

Crows  are  very  troublesome  some  years  by  pulling  com  and  digging  up  newly 

Slanted  i>otatoes,  destroying  both  just  as  they  appear  above  ground.     The  damage 
one  to  oom  and  potatoes  varies  from  a  few  hills  to  nearly  two  acres.     Sometimes 
nearly  the  whole  crop  is  destroyed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REl^ORT  0^  THE   ORNITHOLOGIST   AlSTB   3fAMMAtiOai8T.       607 

From  Walter  Hoxie,  Frogmore,  S.  C. : 

The  Crow  destroys  seed  com  and  rice  invariably,  unless  tari-ed.  It  is  yet  more 
destructive  to  pea-nuts  and  sweet  potatoes. 

From  J.  W.  Johnson,  Meriwether,  S.  C. : 

Crows  are  very  destructive  to  pindars  [pea-nuts],  scratching  them  up  about  the 
time  they  mature. 

From  John  M.  Richardson,  Daingerfield,  Tex. : 

I  have  known  the  Crow,  assembling  in  immense  flocks,  to  do  great  harm  to  the 
pindfitr  rpea-nutl  crop  in  South  Carohna.  As  the  nuts  approached  maturity  the  fields 
had  to  be  guarded  by  men  and  boys  with  guns  from  early  dawn  to  late  dusk. 

In  some  parts  of  the  coimtry  the  Crow  seems  to  have  acquired  a 
taste  for  water-melons,  doing  no  little  damage  to  this  important  crop. 
Mr.  H.  E.  VanDeman  states  that  at  one  time,  on  liis  farm  at  Genoa, 
Kans.,  he  was  obliged  to  cover  some  of  his  water-melons  with  grass, 
weeds,  etc.,  in  order  to  protect  them  from  a  family  of  Crows  which 
otherwise  would  have  ruined  them  all.  They  began  to  "  plug  "  the 
melons  as  soon  as  they  were  nearly  ripe,  going  from  one  to  another 
until  they  found  one  which  suited  them,  spoiling  many  which  they 
did  not  eat.  Reports  of  similar  damage  have  been  received  from 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  one  planter  complaining  that  his  melons 
are  attacked  before  they  are  half  grown,  and  another  estimating  his 
loss  from  the  same  cause  at  10  per  cent,  of  the  crop. 

Occasionally  Crows  do  much  damage  to  ripening  fruit,  but  they 
generally  find  an  abundant  supply  of  wild  fruits,  and  do  not  care  to 
run  the  risk  of  a  near  approach  to  the  garden  unless  the  display  is 
particularly  tempting. 

Virgil  Green,  of  BuUville,  N.  Y.,  says: 

I  have  known  Crows  to  strip  a  large  cherry  tree  of  its  fniit  when  the  cherries 
were  beginning  to  ripen. 

George  Donaldson,  of  Gilberts ville,  N.  Y.,  says: 

The  Crow  eats  strawberries,  blackberries,  raspberries,  and  cherries. 

Half  a  dozen  other  complaints  of  damage  to  cherries  have  been 
received.  Apples  are  more  rarely  attacked,  but  a  few  reports  of  in- 
jury to  this  fruit  are  at  hand,  of  which  the  following  is  one: 

From  E.  M.  Wilson,  Belfast,  N.  Y.: 

Crows  sometimes  seem  to  eat  apples  on  the  trees  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  damaging 
the  largest  and  finest  fruit.  However,  I  am  not  positive  in  this  matter,  the  evi- 
dence TOlng  circumstantial,  so  to  speak.  Crows  were  seen  in  apple  trees,  and  the 
fruit  was  now  and  then  pecked  and  eaten  on  one  side,  plainly  by  a  bird  with  a  large 
beak.    My  father  tells  me  that  he  has  seen  Crows  eating  apples  in  an  orchard. 

From  the  fact  that  Crows  feed  largely  on  wild  grapes,  it  seems  a 
little  strange  that  they  do  not  visit  the  vineyard  more  frequently, 
but  as  yet  very  few  complaints  on  this  score  have  been  received. 
One  vineyard  of  several  acres  lying  just  outside  the  limits  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  D.  C. ,  has  suif ered  considerable  loss  for  several 
years  from  the  freauent  attacks  of  Crows.  One  of  the  assistant  or- 
nithologists visited  it  in  September,  1886,  and  again  in  the  same 
month  in  1888,  and  found  abundant  evidence  that  the  owner  did  not 
exaggerate  when  he  stated  his  loss  to  be  at  least  one-fourth  of  the 
crop.  Not  only  were  Crows  frequently  seen  eating  the  grapes,  but 
two  which  were  shot  during  the  first  visit  had  grape  seeds  m  their 
stomachs. 
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OTHER  VEGETABLE  FOOD  OF  THE  CROW. 

In  addition  to  the  fruits  and  vegetables  already  mentioned  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  Crow's  food,  there  are  very  many  wild  fruits, 
berries,  seeds,  and  nuts,  on  which  the  Crow  feeds  largely  at  times, 
but  the  consumption  of  which  is  of  little  account  to  the  farmer  under 
any  circumstances. 

The  vegetable  matter  contained  in  the  eighty-six  stomachs  exam- 
ined was  as  follows: 


Vegetable  Contents  of  Stomochg. 


No.  of 
stomachs 
in  which 

found. 


Kernels  of  com 

oats 

wheat 

Remains  of  acorns  or  chestnuts 

cherries,  cultivated  varieties 

wild  cherries 

berries  not  identified 

haw  berries  (Cratceffus) 

Fruit  pulp,  not  identified 

Seeds  of  grape 

blackberries  or  raspberries 

pumpkin 

cucumber  or  musk-melon 

beach  plum 

Virginia  creeper  (Ainpelopsis) 

dogwood  or  cornel  {Comus) 

bayberry  (Myrica) 

common  (harmless)  simiachs  (Ehus). . 
poison  sumach  and  poison  ivy  (Rhvs) 

^unlper  or  red  cedar 
iina-weed  (Polygonum) 

wild  rice  (Zizanta) 

Unidentified  seeds 

Sea-weed , 

Moss 


35 
3 
2 

26 

8 
3 
4 
1 
4 
7 

2 
1 
2 
2 
4 
8 
17 
19 
1 
2 
1 

10 
4 
1 


The  Crow  is  known  also  to  eat  the  berries  of  the  wintergreen,  poke- 
weed,  elder,  smilax,  and  hackberry;  and  doubtless  it  also  feeds  upon 
numerous  other  berries  and  seeds. 

During  autumn,  and  especially  in  the  districts  where  grain  is  not 
readily  obtainable,  a  favorite  food  of  the  Crow  is  acorns,  beech-nuts, 
or  chestnuts,  immense  quantities  of  which  are  consumed.  It  may 
be  mentioned  incidentally  also  that  in  paints  of  Louisiana  and  Texas, 
and  probably  in  other  States,  the  Crow  injures  the  pecan  crop  to  a 
considerable  extent. 


THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOXIOUS  SEEDS. 

An  interesting  fact,  which  has  come  to  light  recently  throug^h  the 
examination  of  Crow  stomachs,  is  the  discovery  that  the  berries  of 
poison  sumach  {Rhus  venenata)  and  poison  ivy  (Rhus  toxicodendron) 
are  eaten  in  large  numbers  by  the  Crow. 

The  poison  ivy  (also  called  poison  vine,  poison  oak,  mercury  or 
mercury  vine,  etc.),  is  too  well  known  to  need  any  description.  The 
poison  sumach  (also  called  swamp  sumach,  poison  elder,  poison  dog- 
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wood,  etc.)  is  a  shrub  or  small  tree,  confined  mainly  to  swamps  and 
wet  places,  and  less  generally  known  than  the  ivy,  though  its  poison 
is  much  more  powerful.  ^Both  species  bear  straggling  bunches  of 
greenish-white,  waxy  berries,  which  cling  tightly  to  tne  stems  through 
the  entire  winter  and  thus  are  readily  obtained  by  Crows  even  when 
the  ground  is  deeply  covered  with  snow.  Each  berry  contains  a 
single  large  seed  or  stone  surrounded  by  a  small  amount  of  wax-like 
pulp,  which  appears  to  contain  considerable  nutritious  matter. 

Stomachs  of  Crows  taken  in  every  month  from  September  to  March, 
and  in  different  localities  from  Massachusetts  to  Florida,  were  found 
to  contain  these  seeds,  sometimes  in  large  numbers.  In  one  case  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  seeds  of  poison  ivy  were  found  in  a  single 
stomach;  in  several  cases  the  number  was  more  than  one  hundred, 
and  the  average  in  nineteen  stomachs  exceeded  fifty. 

At  a  large  Crow-roost  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac,  near 
Washington,  the  droppings  of  the  Crows  are  literally  full  of  these 
seeds,  usually  accompanied  by  many  seeds  of  the  harmless  (red-ber- 
ried) sumachs,  and  a  still  smaller  number  of  those  of  the  flowering 
dogwood  (Comus  florida)  and  the  sour  gum  {Nyssa),  The  same  is 
true  of  the  large  roost  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  whence  Mr.  C.  L.  Ed- 
wards, of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  sent  to  the  Department  seeds 
of  all  the  above  species  more  than  a  year  ago.  The  seeds  of  poison 
ivy  and  poison  sumach  had  been  found  previously  in  Crow  stomachs 
collectea  near  Washington,  but  for  lacK  of  a  good  reference  collec- 
tion of  seeds  they  remained  unrecognized  until  December,  1888,  when 
they  were  identified  by  the  writer. 

In  order  to  give  some  idea  of  the  number  of  these  seeds  consumed  by 
the  Crow  it  may  be  stated  that  a  single  pound  of  the  dried  excrement 
taken  from  the  roost  in  the  national  cemetery  at  Arlington,  February 
8,  1889,  contained  by  actual  count  1,041  seeds  of  poison  ivy  and  341 
seeds  of  poison  sumach,  in  addition  to  3,271  seeds  of  other  sumachs, 
95  seeds  of  Virginia  juniper,  10  seeds  of  flowering  dogwood,  and  6 
seeds  of  sour  gum.  The  material,  which  covered  about  four  square 
feet,  was  taken  at  random  from  above  the  layer  of  leaves,  and  rep- 
resents the  average  deposit  on  the  roost.  As  the  roost  covers  up- 
ward of  fifteen  acres,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  number  of 
these  seeds  deposited  there. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  germination  of  many  kinds  of 
seeds  is  hastened  by  their  passage  through  the  digestive  organs  of 
birds  and  other  animals,  and  hence  it  was  believed  at  once  that  the 
Crow  was  aiding  in  the  distribution  of  these  poisonous  plants.  In 
order  to  place  the  matter  beyond  question,  however,  seeds  taken  from 
the  Arlington  roost  were  tested  m  several  ways,  and  not  only  was 
their  vitality  found  to  be  unimpaired,  but  they  were  found  to  ger- 
minate more  quickly  than  seeds  taken  from  the  vine.  Of  one  hun- 
dred seeds  of  Rhiis  venenata  from  the  roost,  moistened  and  kept 
warm,  ten  sprouted  within  forty-eight  hours,  and  twenty  more  within 
the  next  five  days.  One  hundred  and  fifty  seeds  of  the  same  kind  and 
from  the  same  source  were  planted  in  a  flower-pot  in  the  greenhouse, 
and  at  the  end  of  fourteen  days  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  them  had 
become  vigorous  seedlings  from  one  to  two  inches  high,  and  several 
more  were  breaking  the  ground.  Similar  results  were  obtained  with 
seeds  of  Rhus  toxicodendron  from  the  roost,  while  seeds  taken  from 
the  vine  had  not  sprouted  at  the  end  of  fourteen  davs.  Thus  it  be- 
comes certain  that  these  seeds  are  improved  rather  tnan  impaired  by 
their  passage  through  the  digestive  organs  of  the  Crow,  and  this  bird 
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therefore  is  doing  incalculable  harm  by  sowing  broadcast  the  seeds 
of  a  poisonous  vine  and  a  more  poisonous  shrub,  both  of  which  un- 
fortunately are  far  too  abundant  already. 

THE  CROW  AS  A  DESTROYER  OP  THE  EGGS  AND  YOUNG  OF  POULTRY 

AND  WILD  BIRDS. 

More  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  correspondents  have  con- 
tributed notes  relating  to  the  Crow  as  a  robber  of  the  nests  of  domes- 
ticated fowls  and  wild  birds.  About  seventy  of  these  state  simply 
that  "no  damage  of  this  kind  has  been  observed/'  but  with  this  ex- 
ception the  evidence  is  almost  wholly  unfavorable  to  the  Crow.  Two 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  observers  state  distinctly  that  they  know 
of  more  or  less  mischief  of  this  kind  committed  by  Crows.  One 
hundred  and  forty-seven  have  personal  knowledge  of  its  carrying  off 
yormg  chickens,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  report  damage 
to  domesticated  fowls.  There  are  twenty-five  complaints  of  injury  to 
the  eggs  and  young  of  turkeys,  and  about  a  dozen  instances  of  simi- 
lar damage  to  ducks  and  geese. 

Rather  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  reports  on  domesticated 
fowls  state  that  the  damage  is  slight  or  occasional,  but  on  the  other 
hand  upward  of  fifty  observers  report  frequent  and  serious  depreda- 
tions, many  of  them  stating  that  the  Crows  do  much  more  damage 
than  hawks.  It  is  significant  that  out  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  replies  to  the  question  covering  the  subject  of  dam- 
age to  domesticated  fowls  and  wild  birds  only  five  are  positively 
favorable  to  the  Crow.  Seventy  others  are  negatively  favorable  in 
that  they  report  no  injury  observed,  witliout,  however,  giving  any 
indication  01  the  extent  of  the  opportunities  for  observation.  The 
reports  of  damage  come  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  where  Crows  are  found,  and  as  a  rule  the  notes  are  clear 
and  exact. 

As  one  result  of  all  the  information  thus  far  collected  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  Common  Crow  is  a  serious  enemy  of  poultry,  all  the 
more  dangerous  because  so  often  unsuspected,  and  because  of  its 
remarkable  cunning  and  stealth.  It  is  also  a  skilful  and  inveterate 
robber  of  the  nests  and  eggs  of  wild  birds. 

The  entire  evidence  submitted  on  this  subject  is  well  worth  read- 
ing, but  lack  of  space  forbids  the  insertion  of  more  than  a  few  exam- 
ples under  each  of  two  heads. 

DESTRUCTION  OP  THE  EGGS  AND  YOUNG  OF  POULTRY. 

More  than  one-third  of  all  the  reports  relating  to  damage  to  poul- 
try specify  frequent  or  serious  loss.  It  appears  from  these  notes 
that  not  only  does  the  Crow  rob  the  hens,  ducks,  and  turkevs  which 
steal  their  nests  in  the  brush,  woods,  or  meadows,  away  froin  the 
farm-yard,  but  it  frequently  comes  within  a  few  steps  of  the  house 
or  bam,  destroying  all  nests  not  absolutely  inaccessible  to  it  or  snatch- 
ing up  the  downy  young  about  the  very  doors.  Usually  such  visits 
are  made  very  early  in  the  morning,  or  at  times  when  no  one  is  at 
hand  to  prevent  the  theft,  but  frequently  the  robber  becomes  em- 
boldened by  success  and  makes  his  visits  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
and  with  apparent  disregard  of  all  danger.  Moreover,  as  in  the  case 
of  some  hawks  and  dogs,  certain  individuals  become  particularly  ad- 
dicted to  chicken  stealing,  and  return  day  after  day  to  the  same 
place,  seldom  failing  to  secure  a  victim  at  each  visit. 
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The  following  notes  from  different  parts  of  the  country  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  Crow's  methods  in  relation  to  eggs  and  chickens: 
From  Owen  Durf ee,  Fall  River,  Mass. : 

May  5  [1888],  while  walking  by  a  farm-house  near  the  city,  I  saw  a  Crow  sail  over 
the  house  and  finally  settle  down  on  a  stone  wall  about  100  feet  from  the  house,  and 
rin  watching  the  young  chickens  running  about  in  the  lot  and  through  the  wall 
aer  him.  One  of  the  chickens  ran  under  him,  and  after  eyeing  it  a  moment,  he 
turned  to  the  next  one,  which  was  perhaps  a  week  or  ten  days  old.  When  this  one 
was  about  six  feet  from  him,  he  dropped  down  over  it  and  struck  at  it  two  or  three 
times  with  his  beak.  Then  he  acted  as  though  about  to  eat  it  on  the  spot,  but  a 
young  rooster  running  at  him,  he  picked  up  the  chicken  and  carried  it  off  still 
squawking  in  his  beak. 

From  William  H.  Lewis,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. : 

I  have  known  the  Common  Crow  to  take  chicks  when  they  were  from  one  to  six 
weeks  old.    I  know  of  a  case  where  twenty  have  been  lost  this  season. 

From  H.  Nehrling,  Freistatt,  Mo.  : 

I  have  frequently  observed  Crows  stealing  the  eggs  from  my  i)oultry-yaid.  They 
do  this  very  slyly  and  quietly.  As  soon  as  the  eggs  are  hatclied  they  carry  off  voung 
chickens  whenever  iJbey  can  get  them.  With  the  excei)tion  of  Cooper's  Haw^  I  do 
not  know  such  a  bold  robber  as  the  Crow.  One  day  in  April  one  of  these  birds 
perched  on  the  fence,  only  a  few  steps  from  my  house.  An  old  hen  with  about  a 
dozen  chickens  which  were  only  a  few  days  old  was  in  my  barn-yard.  Suddenly  the 
Crow  swooped  down,  caught  a  chicken"  with  its  bill,  and  went  off,  flying  away 
near  the  groimd.  In  a  few  weeks  the  Crows  canied  off  about  twenty  chickens, 
which  vmed  in  age  trmi  one  day  to  four  weeks. 

From  H.  R  Landis,  Landis  Valley,  Pa. : 

When  the  young  are  hatched  the  Crows  are  very  bold,  coming  up  to  buildings, 
and  in  one  case  that  came  imder  my  notice  tliey  took  from  one  to  four  chickens 
each  morning,  nearly  annihilating  a  brood  of  about  one  hundred. 

From  J.  W.  Van  Kirk,  Milton,  Pa.: 

I  have  seen  Crows  catch  young  chickens,  and  frequently  have  seen  them  carry- 
ing off  eggs  of  both  ttie  domestic  fowl  and  wild  birds.  We  have  had  on  different 
occasions  whote  nests  of  sitting  turkeys  and  chickens  robbed  by  them.  In  some 
cases  the  eggs  wete  taken  from  under  the  hens  while  on  their  nests. 

From  David  A.  Vail,  Atlanticville,  N.  Y. : 

On  several  occasions  I  have  known  the  Crow  to  catch  and  carry  off  young  chick- 
ens from  the  hen-yard.  I  have  known  him  to  return  regularly  every  day  for  a 
chicken,  and  get  it,  too,  unless  some  one  was  on  the  watch  to  frighten  him  away. 

From  J.  V.  Henry  Knott,  Kingston,  N.  Y.  : 

I  have  seen  the  Common  Crow  eat  eggs,  and  have  caught  him  by  baiting  a  steel- 
trap  with  an  egg.  The  man  in  charge  of  the  gas-works  at  Saugerties  told  me  this 
spnng  that  he  nad  to  cover  his  chicken-yard  with  wire  to  save  the  chickens  from 
the  Grows,  and  that  he  saw  them  catch  the  chickens  rei>eatedly. 

From  W.  K.  Nelson,  Augusta,  Qa. : 

The  Common  Crow  will  steal  eggs;  I  have  poisoned  the  eggs  and  killed  the 
Crow. 

From  Frank  B.  Hancock,  Casky,  Ky. : 

The  Common  Crow  undoubtedly  catches  young  chickens  and  steals  eggs.  They 
have  caused  me  more  trouble  in  that  respect  than  hawks.  My  home  Is  situated  <m 
the  south  side  of  a  woodland.  A  colony  of  Crows  located  in  that  worxlland  in  1870. 
This  spring  (1885)  I  have  watched  them  carefully,  and  have  seen  them  steal  chick- 
ens before  they  were  past  the  downy  stage  and  carry  them  away  to  their  young.  I 
have  one  Crow  family  charged  with  $25  worth  of  nice  chicks  stolen  in  April  and 
May,  1885. 

Occasionally  the  Crow  attacks  full-grown  fowls,  as  evidenced  by 
the  following  notes: 
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From  George  A.  Boardman,  Calais,  Me. : 

The  Common  Crow  has  been  observed  to  catch  young  chickens  and  steal  eggs, 
and  also  full-grown  hens. 

From  Erney  Tnlley,  Penza,  Ohio: 

I  have  never  known  of  Crows  killing  yoimg  chickens,  but  I  once  surprised  two 
Crows  fighting  an  old  hen  in  a  little  bimch  of  willows,  and  have  no  doubt  that 
they  would  have  killed  her  in  time  had  I  not  interfered. 

In  all  probability  these  were  cases  in  which  the  hens  were  weak 
and  partially  disabled,  or  else  the  Crows  were  driven  to  desperation 
by  htmffer,  and  took  advantage  of  nnnsually  favorable  circumstances. 

The  following  reports  show  that  the  Crow  uses  the  same  methods 
on  turkeys,  ducks,  and  geese  as  on  chickens: 

From  W .  V.  Hardy,  Holman  Station,  Ind. : 

In  the  spring  of  1885  the  Crows  visited  our  turkeys'  nests  every  day,  also  geese, 
nests,  doing  a  great  amount  of  damage. 

From  F.  H.  Holmes,  Rio  Vista;  Cal. : 

On  the  Lower  Sacramento  River,  I  knew  of  one  Crow  which  killed  no  less  than 
thirteen  young  ducks  in  the  space  of  three  days  during  a  cold,  rainy  spell  in  Febru- 
ary, though  otherwise  I  never  knew  it  to  do  any  damage  to  young  poultry. 

From  Fred.  S.  Odle^  Lapeer,Mich. : 

Two  years  ago  in  this  locaHty  I  noticed  an  instance  where  Crows  stole  eggs  from 
a  duck*s  nest,  and  carried  them  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  their  own  nest  I 
found  an  ^g  on  a  stump  about  half  way,  with  onl^  two  claw  marks  in  it.  The 
nest  of  the  (>ow  was  in  a  small  pine  and  had  yoimg  in  it  at  the  time. 

From  Gideon  Mabbett,  Rodney,  Miss. : 

I  have  seen  Crows  come  to  the  house  and  carry  off  nearly  the  whole  setting  of 
young  ducks  in  one  day. 

From  John  A.  Weems,  Flora,  Ala. : 

The  Common  Crow  is  the  worst  e^  thief  I  ever  had  to  contend  with.  I  have 
never  known  Crows  to  catch  young  cmckens,  but  they  have  destroyed  at  least  one 
hundred  turkey  eggs  for  me  during  the  last  spring  and  early  summer. 

From  D.  E.  Pannepacker,  Chalf ont.  Pa. : 

On  May  15, 1888,  while  I  was  slowly  making  my  way  through  the  forest,  I  noticed 
a  Crow  some  150  yards  ahead  of  me.  I  thought  his  peculiar  antics  meant  some- 
thing, and  upon  coming  closer  to  him  I  noticed  that  he  was  teasing  a  setting  turkey. 
I  found  too  that  he  was  not  alone,  but  was  assisted  by  his  mate.  He  ran  up  to  tiie 
turkey,  seized  hold  of  its  tail  feathers,  and  then  when  the  turkey  rose  to  defend  her- 
self against  his  impudence,  his  mate  ran  up  in  front  of  the  tmrkey,  thrust  his  beak 
through  an  egg  and  flew  off  to  his  nest.  In  about  fifteen  minutes  they  returned, 
but  by  some  means  or  other  became  aware  of  my  presence  and  flew  away,  nor  did 
they  return  at  any  time  while  I  watched  them,  though  they  managed  eventually  to 
steel  eleven  out  of  thirteen  of  the  eggs. 

From  Thomas  W.  Florer,  Waxahachie,  Tex. : 

A  farmer's  man  here  had  a  brood  of  some  fifty  turkeys,  and  a  Crow  having  a  nest 
of  young  in  a  neighboring  wood  commenced  appropriating  the  young  turkeys  until 
the  brood  was  reduced  to  fifteen.  These  were  kept  close  until  as  large  as  quails  and 
there  was  no  further  molestation. 

In  connection  with  this  habit  of  the  Crow  the  most  favorable  re- 
port received  came  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Nipp,  of  Bolton,  Mo.,  who  says: 

Individual  members  of  the  Crow  family,  like  those  of  the  human  family,  are  capa- 
ble of  learning  bad  habits. 

Less  than  one  Crow  in  twenty  learns  to  steal  eggs  or  young  chickens,  and  they 
are  only  bad  when  feeding  their  yomig.    Two  years  ago  last  spring  one  got  to  tak- 
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in^  chickens  from  our  yard.  I  watched  him  fly  to  the  nest,  and  next  morning 
when  the  sim  was  an  hour  high  I  killed  the  youn^  Crows  to  see  what  they  liad  been 
fed  on  for  breakfast.  They  had  been  fed  one  chicken,  eight  mice,  and  twenty-two 
grasshoppers.  It  was  easy  to  count  the  chicken's  feet,  mice*s  tails,  and  grasshoppers* 
heads  when  the  five  pouches  were  opened. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  EGGS  AND  YOUNG  OP  WILD  BIRDS. 

No  observant  person  will  deny  that  the  Crow  does  serious  damage 
to  the  eggs  and  young  of  wild  oirds.  The  instances  of  such  depre- 
dation which  have  come  within  the  knowledge  of  most  farmers  or 
other  persons  living  in  the  country  are  far  too  numerous  to  leave  a 
shadow  of  doubt  on  this  score  in  any  unprejudiced  mind. 

Yet  for  every  instance  of  such  robbery  witnessed  by  man  thou- 
sands must  take"  place  without  his  knowledge.  Persecution  by  Crows 
is  doubtless  a  very  large  factor  among  the  influences  which  cause  so 
many  birds  to  crowd  about  human  habitations  during  the  nesting 
season,  and  yet  the  relentless  Crow  follows  them  even  to  the  eaves 
and  window-sills  of  houses,  taking  their  eggs  and  young  in  spite  of 
every  precaution. 

The  evidence  on  this  point,  contributed  by  our  observers  during 
the  past  few  years,  is  replete  with  accounts  of  such  forays,  and  the 
only  wonder  is  that  robins,  thrushes,  blackbirds,  and  many  other 
species  continue  to  rear  any  young  at  all.  The  reports  on  this  sub- 
ject number  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  more,  and  contain  minute  de- 
scriptions of  the  destruction  bv  Crows  of  the  eggs  or  young  of  more 
than  twenty-five  species  of  wild  birds.  The  list  includes  tne  robin, 
wood  thrush  and  other  thrushes,  brown  thrasher,  wrens,  English 
sparrows  and  other  sjjarrows,  blackbirds  of  several  species,  Balti- 
more and  Bullock's  orioles,  woodpeckers,  swallows,  kingbirds,  wax- 
wing,  warblers,  bluejay,  Carolina  dove,  quail,  prairie  chicken,  wood- 
cock, night  herons  and  other  waders,  wild  ducKS,  and  sea-gulls.  In 
addition  to  these  specific  statements,  very  many  observers  state  that 
all  kinds  of  si^all  birds  suffer  from  Crows,  wnile  others  say  that  it 
kills'" many  kinds"  or  "all  kinds  which  can  be  obtained." 

Naturally  the  robin  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  sufferers,  and 
perhaps  its  losses  are  more  likely  to  be  noticed  than  those  of  less 
familiar  birds.  The  following  reports  indicate  something  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  inroads  upon  this  species: 

From  Prof.  F.  E.  L.  Beal,  Lunenburgh,  Mass. : 

I  have  known  the  Crow  to  rob  the  nest  of  a  robin  of  its  eges  on  several  occasions, 
always  at  the  first  peep  of  light.  In  one  instance  the  nest  robbed  '^^as  within  six  feet 
of  the  open  window  of  a  chamber  where  I  slept. 

From  Charles  F.  Goodhue,  Webster,  .K  H.: 

The  Crow  has  been  known  to  rob  every  robin's  nest  in  a  good-sized  apple  orchard, 
and  to  come  within  eight  rods  of  the  house  and  carry  off  four  young  rolnns  in  the 
course  of  one  day. 

From  J.  W.  Van  Kirk,  Milton,  Pa.: 

Last  spring  (1886)  out  of  ten  robins*  nests  around  our  building,  nine  were  robbed 
of  eg|58  by  the  Crow.  One  of  the  nests  was  not  over  20  yards  from  the  house.  The 
robin  lays  from  three  to  live  eg^,  and  you  can  safely  say  that  at  least  forty  robins 
were  thus  destroyed  inside  of  eight  acres  of  ground. 

From  Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher,  Sing  Sing,  K  Y. : 

A  great  number  of  nests  of  the  robin,  wood  thrash,  and  in  fact  many  other  birds, 
are  robbed  of  their  eggs,  and  I  have  often  observed  Crows  flying  away  with  young 
birds  in  their  bills,  foUowed  by  the  outraged  parents. 

In  examining  the  contents  of  Crows'  stomachs  in  spring,  I  have  detected  the 
presence  of  birds'  egga  in  a  number  of  cases. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


514  REPORT   OF   THE   COMMISSIONER   OF   AGRICULTURE. 

Such  instances  miglit  bo  given  by  the  score,  but  we  have  space  only 
for  enough  samples  to  show  that  we  have  not  overestimatea  tiie  ex- 
tent of  the  mischief  or  the  number  of  species  which  suffer. 

From  C.  8.  Paine,  East  Bethel,  Vt.: 

Crows  coiiu*  into  our  shade  trees  early  in  the  morning  and  take  the  eggs  and 
young  of  the  oriole  and  robin:  I  think  that  over  half  of  the  neste  of  our  sm^  birds 
are  destroyed  by  them. 

From  William  Proud,  Chico,  Cal. : 

Crows  destroy  great  numbers  of  eggs  and  yoimg  of  smaU  birds.  The  hanging 
nest  of  the  oriole  (icterus  buUocki)  seems  to  be  a  favorite  mark  for  them. 

From  D.  Y.  Overton,  Burlington,  Iowa: 

The  Common  Crow,  especially  at  the  East,  is  an  inveterate  robber  of  birds*  nafttB, 
and  also  destn>ys  their  young.  I  have  seen  him  at  the  neats  of  the  robin  with  the 
eggs  in  his  mouth:  and  have  seen  him  with  young  blue  jays  in  his  beak  as  he  took 
them  from  the  nest. 

From  Dr.  Frank  H.  Braymer,  West  Pawlet,  Vt, : 

The  Crow  eats  the  eggs  and  yoimg  of  other  birds,  particularly  of  the  robin,  wax- 
wing,  thrush,  etc. 

From  Charles  A.  Davis,  Burlington,  Vt. : 

I  have  seen  Crows  catch  and  carry  to  their  nests  eight  or  ten  young  bank  swallows 
which  were  feathered  out. 

From  Manly  Hardy,  Brewer,  Me. : 

It  destroys  the  eggs  and  young  of  aU  birds  whose  nests  it  can  reach.  I  have  seen 
night-herons'  eggs  thus  deHtroyed  by  the  hundred. 

From  Samuel  N.  Rhoades,  Haddonfield,  N.  J. : 

The  Crow  steals  eggs  and  young  birds  from  the  purple  grackle,  red-winged  black- 
bird, robin,  kingbird,  (Carolina  dove,  quail,  and  woodcock.  It  also  destroys  the  eggs 
of  several  species  of  herons. 

The  last  report  and  the  two  following  may  interest  sportsmen,  as 
they  illustrate  a  very  common  habit  of  the  Crow,  and  one  which  will 
account  in  a  large  measure  for  the  decrease  of  game  birds  in  some 
parts  of  the  country. 

Prof.  D.  E.  Lantz,  of  Manhattan,  Kans.,  writes: 

I  have  not  known  the  Crow  to  trouble  the  poultry-yard  in  Kansas,  but  it  is  a 
noted  robber  of  the  eggs  of  quail  and  pinnated  grouse. 

Dr.  A.  B.  MacCrea,  of  Berwick,  Pa.,  writes: 

A  friend  was  mowing  in  the  meadow  tliis  smunuT  (1885)  and  uncovered  a  quail*s 
nest  containing  some  twenty  eggs.  He  concluded  to  place  them  under  a  hen  and 
went  to  the  barn  for  a  basket;  when  he  returned  a  Crow  was  finishing  his  dinner 
on  the  last  egg. 

In  all  the  dark  history  of  the  Crow's  relations  to  other  birds  there 
is  nothing  which  can  be  fairly  called  a  bright  spot,  and  only  here 
and  there  a  record  is  found  which  serves  to  render  tne  page  a  little  less 
gloomy.  One  of  these  grains  of  comfort  is  found  in  the  fact  that  in 
its  wholesale  attacks  on  other  birds  a  few  species  suffer  which  are 
scarcely  better  than  itself.  The  bluejav  and  the  purple  cackle  are 
known  to  destroy  the  eggs  and  young  of  smaller  birds,  ana  their  own 
nests  are  frequently  pillaged  by  the  more  powerful  Crow.  Under 
favorable  circumstances  Crows  are  known  to  destroy  the  eggs  and 
young  of  the  English  sparrow,  and  they  have  done  good  service  in 
this  way  about*  the  Smitnsonian  Institution,  in  Washington,  D,  C, 
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where  it  is  no  uncommon  sight  during  the  summer  to  see  a  Crow 
(most  often  perhaps  the  Fish  Crow)  feeding  on  the  young  of  these 
birds. 

INSECT  FOOD  OF  THE  CROW. 

In  attempting  to  study  the  insect  food  of  the  Crow,  two  different 
questions  present  themselves  at  the  outset.  These  are:  (a)  How 
many  insects  does  the  Crow  eat?  and  (6)  What  kinds  of  insects  does 
it  eat?  The  first  question  was  answered  in  a  general  way  more  than 
half  a  century  ago,  and  there  is  no  reason  now  to  deny  the  oft-re- 
peated statement  that  the  Crow  feeds  largely  on  insects.  The  second 
question,  however,  is  not  only  much  more  important  but  much  less 
easily  answered;  for  not  all  insects  are  injurious,  and  comparatively 
few  persons  can  discriminate  between  the  useful  and  harmful,  espe- 
cially when  watching  them  from  a  distance  or  examining  those  which 
have  been  crushed  and  swallowed  by  a  bird. 

While,  therefore,  the  field-notes  of  casual  observers  may  help  ma- 
terially to  answer  the  question  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Crow 
feeds  on  insects  in  general,  they  can  seldom  be  relied  upon  for  an  ac- 
curate knowledge  oi  the  insect  species  destroyed.  As  already  stated, 
this  latter  question  must  be  answered  mainly  by  the  critical  study  of 
the  stomacn-contents  of  large  numbers  of  Crows.  Nevertheless,  the 
accumulated  observations  of  years  as  to  the  Crow's  manner  of  reed'- 
ing,  together  with  notes  on  places  most  visited  at  certain  times,  and 
.the  insects  most  abundant  m those  places  at  such  times,  must  not  be 
disregarded,  many  such  observations  being  of  the  greatest  practical 
value. 

In  the  course  of  the  present  investigation  on  the  Crow,  hundreds  of 
notes  on  its  insect-eating  habits  have  been  received  from  correspond- 
ents, and  in  many  cases  the  observations  are  of  great  interest  and  value. 
Not  a  few  of  these  notes  relate  to  observations  made  under  peculiarly 
favorable  circumstances,  and  though  we  can  not  feel  perfectly  sure 
of  the  correct  identification,  for  example,  of  the  Hessian  fly  and  army- 
worm,  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  statements  of  any  farmer  as  to 
grasshoppers  and  potato  beetles,  or  even  cut-worms  and  ^Vhite 
grubs."  It  is  true  they  may  not  know  the  scientific  names  of  the 
particular  species  of  grasshopper  or  grub  noted,  but  the  observation, 
though  less  valuable  on  this  account,  is  still  of  definite  worth.  A  few 
observers  have  examined  stomachs  of  Crows  occasionally,  and  their 
testimony  in  regard  to  the  insects  found  therein  thereiore  possess 
unusual  value,  but  the  larger  number  by  far  base  their  statements 
entirely  on  field  observations. 

A  few  farmers  contend  that  the  Crow  rarely  or  never  eats  insects 
of  any  kind,  while  others  simply  state  that  tney  have  never  seen  it 
do  so,  and  express  a  favorable  or  unfavorable  opinion  as  to  the  prob- 
ability of  such  a  habit.  These,  however,  are  individual  exceptions, 
the  great  majority  of  observers  stating  emphatically  that  the  Crow 
does  eat  insects,  and  that  he  eats  many;  in  fact,  the  unanimity  of 
opinion  on  this  point  is  rather  surprising,  and  much  of  the  most  fa- 
vorable testimony  comes  from  men  who  are  most  severe  on  the  Crow 
as  regards  its  other  habits. 

In  this  connection,  the  evidence  f uniished  by  the  stomachs  exam- 
ined in  the  Division  during  the  past  year  is  interesting.  The  insects 
contained  in  these  stomachs  have  been  submitted  to  the  Entomolor 
gist  of  tlie  Department,  and  a  summary  of  the  results  of  his  exami- 
nation will  be  found  in  another  place;  but  while  examining  the  other 
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components  of  the  food  it  was  easy  to  separate  the  insect  material 
from  the  rest,  and  to  estimate  the  proportion  which  it  formed  of  the 
entire  food. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  amount  of  insect  food  in  the  stom- 
achs examined,  contains  several  points  of  interest: 


Table  showing  the  amount  of  insect  food  in  the  stomachs  oj 
vus  americanus),  arranged  by  monti 
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food 

in  stomachs 

containing  it. 


7. 
1. 
1. 


76. 

14.7 

82.6 


88. 
12.8 
17.8 
6.9 


19.7 


Average 

percentage 

of  insect 

food 

in  all 

stomachs 

examined. 


8. 

.17 
1. 


76. 

14.7 

26.6 


28.8 
9.8 

17.8 
5.4 


14.5 


It  appears  from  the  above  table  that  sixty-three  of  the  eighty- 
six  stomachs  of  the  Common  Crow  which  were  examined,  or  more 
than  73  per  cent.,  contained  some  insect  food,  the  average  amount 
in  each  of  the  sixty-three  stomachs  being  nearly  20  per  cent.,  or 
one-fifth  of  the  entire  food.  Fourteen  and  one-half  per  cent,  of  aJl 
the  food  contained  in  the  whole  eighty-six  stomachs  consisted  of 
insects,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  two-thirds  of  these  stomachs 
were  from  birds  taken  during  the  colder  half  of  the  year,  namely,  be- 
tween October  1  and  April  1. 

At  first  sight  it  seems  still  more  remarkable  that  90  per  cent,  of  the 
stomachs  taken  in  December  contained  some  insect  f  ocmL  while  but 
87i  per  cent,  of  those  taken  in  July  contained  insects.  Those  taken 
in  July,  however,  contained  in  the  aggregate  more  than  five  times  as 
much  food  of  this  kind  as  those  taken  in  December. 

Again,  of  the  fourteen  stomachs  taken  in  January,  but  four  con- 
tained insect  remains,  as  against  eighteen  out  of  twenty  taken  in  De- 
cember. By  consulting  the  detailed  results  of  the  examination, 
however,  the  reason  is  evident;  for  ten  of  the  January  birds  were 
taken  at  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  when  the  groimd  was  mostly  covered 
with  snow,  while  most  of  the  December  birds  were  taken  near  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  when  the  ground  was  mostly  bare. 

These  few  facts  show  how  essential  is  the  examination  of  large  num- 
bers of  stomachs  in  order  to  secure  accurate  results,  but  nevertheless 
it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  Crows  eat  insects  freely 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  that  the  main  reason  why  they  do  not 
eat  as  many  in  cold  weather  as  in  warm  is  simply  because  they  are 
not  to  be  had  then.  These  conclusions  receive  additional  confirma- 
tion from  the  reporte  of  observers,  very  many  of  whom  state  that  the 
Crow  feeds  on  insects  at  all  times  oi  the  year,  out  is  especially  destruct^ 
ive  to  them  when  they  are  exceptionally  abundant. 
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Turning  now  to  the  reports  of  observers  as  to  the  kinds  of  msects 
eaten,  we  find  additional  testimony  favorable  to  the  Crow. 

The  following  list  gives  the  names  of  all  insects  on  which  the  Crow 
is  said  to  feed,  together  with  the  number  of  observers  reporting  each 
kind: 


Names. 

No.  of 
reports. 

Names. 

No.  of 
reports. 

Insects  of  all  kinds 

11 

54 

80 

8 

4 

2 

32 

49 

44 

5 

2 

6 

13 

7 

6 

Army-worms 

3 

Insects,  kind  not  specified 

Grasshoppers 

Tobacco- worms 

2 

Elarth- worms 

7 

Crickets*.'. 

Worms,  kind  not  specified 

Ants 

10 

"Locusts" 

2 

Seventeen-year  cicada 

**  Bugs,"  kind  not  specified 

Tent  caterpillar 

6 

"White  grubs" 

Grubs,  kind  not  specified 

Owt-'W'ormfl  . . . , ,  t , . ,  T  r  - 

Apple-tree  worm 

Canker-worn 

Oorn-"wonn . 

May  beetles 

•*  June  bugs" 

Bud-worm 

Potato  beetles 

♦♦Millprs"     .  .     .    

Beetles,  kind  not  specified 

Caterpillars 

Hessian  fly 

Cocoons  

2 

Wire- worms , 

Crysalids 

2 

A  glance  at  the  above  list  shows  that  certain  ^oups  of  insects  are 
reported  by  large  numbers  of  observers,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  in  almost  every  case  the  insects  so  reported  are  decidedly  injuri- 
ous. Thus  grubs  and  **  white  grubs"  aggregate  eighty-one  reports, 
cut- worms  are  mentioned  in  forty-four,  and  grasshoppers  in  eighty. 

Among  the  numerous  reports  which  mention  a  considerable  variety 
of  insects  the  following  may  be  instanced: 

IVom  William  Proud,  Chico,  Cal. : 

It  is  a  great  devourer  of  grubs,  caterpillars,  chrysalises,  etc.;  including  wire- 
worms,  larvae  of  cockchafer,  beetles,  army- worms,  grasshoppers,  and  any  other 
noxious  vermin  that  falls  in  the  way. 

From  Marcus  S.  Crane,  Caldwell,  N.  J. : 

It  frequently  visits  newly  plowed  fields  for  grubs  and  worms,  and  I  think  it  also 
searches  for  cut- worms  in  the  corn-fields.  I  hare  noticed  Crows  feeding  in  a  meadow 
the  morning  after  it  was  mowed,  and  think  they  destroy  a  great  many  grasshoppers, 
bugs,  and  caterpillars. 

From  Elisha  Slade,  Somerset,  Mass. : 

Crows  feed  upon  injurious  insects  at  all  times  of  the  year,  and  very  sensibly  re- 
duce the  number  of  cut-worms,  larvae  of  the  May  bug,  and  the  bugs  themselves, 
wire-worms,  and  various  caterpillars  which  infest  the  field,  orchard,  pasture,  and 
meadow.  From  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century's  observation,  I  consider  the  Crow 
of  more  benefit  to  the  agriculturist  in  its  destruction  of  insects  than  injury  to  the 
grain,  eggs,  and  chickens;  I  am  a  farmer  myself  and  have  had  several  disastrous 
visits  from  the  Crows. 

From  Dr.  Morris  Gibbs,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. : 

The  Crow  has  been  observed  to  feed  upon  injurious  insects,  such  as  oriihoptera, 
coleopterous  larvae,  and  chrysalids  of  lepidoptera,  especially  Cecropia  cocoons. 

From  Dr.  Hiram  A.  Cutting,  Lunenburgh,  Vt. : 

It  has  been  observed  to  eat  caterpillars,  potato  beetles,  and  grasshoppers;  also 
white  grubs  and  cut-worms. 

Very  many  fai-mers  must  have  noticed  the  habit  which  the  Crow 
has,  in  common  with  various  blackbirds  and  some  other  species,  of 
AG  88 33 
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following  the  plow,  especially  in  spring  or  early  summer,  or  of  fre- 
quenting recently  plowed  fields.  The  Crow,  under  these  cii-cum- 
stancos,  is  generally  credited  with  destroying  large  numbers  of  grubs 
and  other  insects,  and  there  can  be  little  qu^ion  that  this  reputation 
is  fully  deserved. 

The  following  notes,  selected  almost  at  random  from  a  large  num- 
ber, will  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  evidence  on  this  point: 

From  E.  E.  Mason,  Accotink,  Va. : 

I  have  had  them  follow  me  all  day  when  I  hare  been  plowing,  plckhig  up  the 
grub-worms.  They  are  evidently  voraciouB  feeders  and  not  nice  a«  to  met,  but 
boubtless  draw  the  line  on  any  of  the  caterpillar  family.  A  friend  of  mine  liaving 
shot  one  cut  his  craw  open  and  found  ao  many  insects  that  he  said  he  Iiad  killed  his 
last  Crow.  I  think  if  the  Crow  was  less  disturbed  there  would  be  less  wormy  rcost- 
ing  ears. 

From  F.  Stephens,  San  Bernardino,  Cal. : 

The  Crow  is  in  the  habit  of  following  after  the  plow,  picking  up  cut-worms,  white 
grubs,  larvae,  etc.,  sometimes  in  large  quantities. 

From  T.  Scott  Fisher,  East  Brook,  Pa.  : 

I  watched  a  pair  of  Crows  follow  me  dav  after  day  last  spring  [1886]  while  plowing 
sod,  and  saw  one  Crow  pick  up  twenty-five  to  forty  white  grubs,  cut-worms,  and 
wire- worms  at  one  time  and  then  fly  to  the  woods  for  an  hour  or  so,  then  back  and 
at  it  again. 

No  doubt  the  Crow  does  very  much  good  in  this  way,  and  it  Is  i>os- 
sible  that  the  observed  facts  of  this  kind  have  led  some  people  to 
believe,  without  other  evidence,  that  Crows  when  pulling  up  corn 
are  only  in  search  of  insects.  Much  interesting  opinion  has  been 
contributed  on  this  subject,  together  with  no  lutle  good  evidence. 
The  following  samples  serve  to  illustrate  the  subject: 

From  Dr.  J.  R.  Mathers,  Buckhannon,  W.  Va. : 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  farmers  that  the  Crow  is  unearthing  cut-worms  at  the 
base  of  the  com  instead  of  pulling  up  the  corn,  the  uprooting  being  only  an  accident 

From  William  G.  Coutan,  Brackney,  Pa. : 

I  am  convinced  from  personal  observation  that  the  Crow  pulls  com  in  search  of 
grubs  and  worms.  For  where  large  quantities  have  been  pulled  up  the  grain  is  left 
mtact  on  the  sprout. 

From  F.  R.  Welsh,  Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

On  three  or  four  occasions  I  have  known  Crows  to  pull  up  com  from  two  to  four 
inches  high.  I  do  not  think  thev  eat  the  green  top;  their  object  seems  to  be  to  get 
at  the  seeds,  which  they  invariably  eat. 

From  John  C.  linville.  Gap,  Pa. : 

It  feeds  largely  on  the  large  white  grub,  the  larvas  of  the  May  beetle.  When  the 
common  cut-worm  is  very  numerous  I  have  seen  the  Crow  dig  something  out  of 
the  hill  of  com  and  leave  the  com  unmolested;  I  think  he  was  catching  the  womas. 

From  D.  E.  Pannepacker,  Chalf ont,  Pa. : 

A  field  of  com  is  adjacent  to  my'school-house.  On  the  13th  of  May  the  com  was 
planted,  and  on  the  22d  of  May  I  first  noticed  the  tender  shoots  above  t^ie  gi-ound. 
Tlie  field  previous  to  the  cultivation  was  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  sod,  favor- 
able to  the  existence  of  the  grab  and  wire-worm.  It  was  but  natural,  too,  for  these 
insects  to  remain,  and  not  having  the  tender  shoots  of  timothy,  clover,  and  other 
ffrasst>s  to  satisfy  their  appetites,  they  turned  their  attention  to  the  growing  com. 
Tlie  d(»s[)Lsed  Crow  here  rendered  most  excellent  service,  for  though  he  pulled  up  the 
com.  I  noticed  each  time  the  well  known  track  of  the  wire-worm,  or  the  worn  path 
of  the  grub. 

Tlie  fact  that  Crows  usually  eat  the  com  from  the  sprouts  which, 
they  pull  has  been  spoken  of  in  another  part  of  this  article,  and  is 
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too  well  kuown  to  need  wiy  demonstration.  That  they  st>metimos 
lefive  ^rt  of  it  untouched  after  pulling  is  also  undoubtedly  true,  but 
this  c-an  hardly  be  used  as  an  argument  to  show  that  it  was  puUeil  for 
other  pui-poses*.  Where  food  of  any  kind  is  very  abundant,  the  Crow 
proba blv  selects  the  morsels  which  please  him  best,  and  the  fact  that 
some  is  left  untouched  only  shows  that  he  exercises  his  judgment  in 
selecting  his  food. 

An  observation  which  has  been  used  sometimes  as  an  argument  for 
the  Crow  is  the  fact  that  the  greatest  damage  to  corn  by  the  Crow  is 
in  precisely  the  localities  where  the  greatest  injury  is  done  by  cut- 
worms and  grubs,  namely,  on  nasture  land,  mowing  land,  or  newly 
cleared  fields  which  have  been  Woken  up  and  planted  in  corn.  The 
natural  inference  is  that  the  Crows  are  attracted  by  the  abimdance 
of  grubs,  and  incidentally  do  more  or  less  mischief  to  the  corn;  but 
a  moment's  thought  will  show  that  a  simpler  explanation  li(*s  in 
the  fact  that  such  newly  broken  fields  are  generally  those  farthest 
from  the  farm-house,  and  hence  less  easily  protected,  so  that  the  Crow 
seeks  them  in  preference  to  the  more  exposed  fields,  and  without  ref- 
erence to  the  aoundance  of  insects  there.  Tlie  obvioiis  tost  of  guilt 
or  innocence  in  such  cases  would  be  to  shoot  a  few  Crows  after  they 
have  spent  some  time  in  the  field  and  subject  their  stomachs  to  care- 
ful examination.  The  claim  so  often  made  that  such  a  test  would 
show  nothing,  since  the  soft  worms  Would  digest  more  rapidly  than 
the  com,  has  no  weight  whatever,  for  all  grubs  capable  of  injuring 
com  have  hard  jaws  or  other  parts  which  are  not  only  indigestible, 
but  which  often  are  so  characteristic  as  to  make  it  an  easy  matter  to 
identify  the  particular  species  of  grub,  cut- worm,  or  caterpillar  to 
which  they  belong. 

On  the  whole,  the  evidence  thus  far  collected  does  not  seem  to 
give  much  weight  to  the  belief  that  Crows  eat  many  grulwj  or  cut- 
worms in  fields  where  corn  is  coming  up.  Nor  is  there  any  obvious 
reason  why  they  should,  since  the  grubs  are  more  abundant  in  grassy 
fields  than  in  cultivated  ground,  and,  except  at  times  when  the  sur- 
face has  been  recently  disturbed^  we  should  expect  the  birds  to  look 
for  them  anywhere  rather  than  m  corn-fields. 

When  edible  insects  of  any  kind  are  particularly  abundant,  birds 
doubtless  feed  more  largely  on  them  than  at  othertimes.  This  is  well 
shown  by  the  numerous  published  reports  of  the  havoc  wrought  by 
birds  among  the  seventeen-year  cicada  in  the  years  of  its  great  abun- 
dance. 

The  following  statement  by  Mr.  J.  Percy  Moore,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  is  one  of  several  reports  showing  that  the  Crow  is  no  exception 
to  this  rule.     Mr.  Moore  writes: 

When  the  seventeen-year  cicada  appeared  this  summer  (1885)  the  Crow  fod  (ex- 
tensively on  both  its  pupae  and  imagoes.  The  yomig  were  fed  to  some  extent  on 
the  pupae  on  May  80.  As  they  had  not  at  this  time  appeared  above  the  ground, 
I  suppose  the  Crows  obtained  them  in  plowed  fitids. 

THE  CROW  AN  ENEMY  TO  GRASSHOPPERS. 

Pi'obably  the  most  marked  example  of  the  good  whic;h  Crows  do  hy 
destroying  insects  is  found  in  their  attacks  on  grasshopjKjrs,  crick- 
ets, and  kmdred  insects.  Eighty  observers  report  the  Crow  as  f (cod- 
ing extensively  on  grasshoppers,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
much  good  is  done  in  this  way.  The  following  examples  show  some- 
thing of  the  extent  of  the  benefit  occasionally  done: 
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From  Charles  F.  Goodhue,  Webster,  N.  H.: 

At  this  season  Crows  are  of  some  benefit  to  the  farmer,  as  they  feed  niostly  <m 
grasshoppers.  To-day  (Aiij^ust  22)  a  flo<Jk  of  nearly  a  hundred  were  observed  in  a 
posture  badly  infested  with  grasshoppers,  upon  which  they  evidently  were  feeding. 

From  A.  I.  Johnson,  Hydeville,  Vt. : 

Grows  have  some  very  good  qualities,  catching  countless  numbers  of  crickets 
and  grasshoppers  after  the  hay  is  cut.  They  can  be  seen  at  almost  any  time  of 
day  on  the  meadows  catching  grasshoppers.  I  observed  one  pair  of  old  Crows  this 
summer  (1885)  when  I  was  haying,  that  were  feeding  their  young  almost  entirely 
(if  not  quite)  on  grasshoppers;  the  old  Crows  would  alight  on  the  mown  land  witiiin 
eight  or  ten  rods  of  me,  and  after  catching  a  hopper  or  two  would  fly  to  their  young 
that  were  on  the  fence  and  there  feed  them  with  the  hoppers. 

From  W.  E.  Saunders,  London,  Ontario,  Canada: 

Last  summer  (1885)  I  watched  a  flock  of  probably  two  thousand  Crows  catching 
grasshoppers. 

From  J.  B.  Underhill,  Fork  Union,  Va.: 

As  to  the  insect  diet  of  the  adult  1  can  not  testify,  having  never  examined  the 
gizzards.  The  gizzards  of  two  young  which  were  taken  from  the  nest  were  filled 
to  overflowing  with  grasshoppers,  and  each  contained  one  or  two  kernels  of  com. 

From  Morris  M.  Green,  Boonville,  N.  Y. : 

NearBoonville  I  have  seen  the  Common  Crow  feeding  on  grasshoppers  during  the 
summer  months.  Some  fields  seemed  to  be  fairly  black  with  the  birds  pursuing  the 
grasshoppers  in  evei^r  direction.  One  day  noticmg  a  flock  of  Crows  frequentmg  a 
particumr  field,  I  visited  the  place,  and  found  that  the  roots  of  the  grass  had  been 
completely  eaten  away,  so  that  the  sod  or  turf  could  be  taken  by  the  hand  and 
rolled  up  like  a  ruff  or  carpet.  A  farmer  living  in  the  vicinity  told  me  that  the 
Oows  visited  the  puu^e  every  day  to  feed  upon  the  grubs  that  destroyed  the  turf  in 
this  way.  The  grubs  or  larvsB  were  about  tnree-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length;  body 
whitish,  with,  some  dull  plumbeous  imdemeath;  head  blackish. 

Many  other  reports  of  similar  work  might  be  cited,  but  the  above 
will  suffice.  We  may  add,  however,  that,  judging  from  the  numer- 
ous reports  received.  Crows  regularly  visit  new-mown  fields  for  the 
purpose  of  eating  the  grasshoppers  thus  left  exposed.  Probably  a 
score  of  observers  have  noted  this  fact  in  their  reports. 

DO  CROWS  EAT  POTATO  BEETLES  ? 

Among  the  reports  received  are  six  or  more  which  mention  the 
potato  bug  or  potato  beetle  among  the  insects  which  are  .eaten  by 
the  Crow.    George  H.  Berry,  of  North  Liver  more.  Me.,  says: 

It  eats  grasshoppers,  potato  bugs,  and  Cleisiocampa  larvse  [tent  caterpillars]. 

Charles  W.  Beckwith,  of  Frederickton,  Canada,  says: 
It  eats  the  Colorado  potato  beetle  to  a  small  extent,  not  enough  to  be  of  much  ap- 
parent benefit. 

.  W.  E.  Dingman,  of  Newton,  Iowa,  says: 

I  have  observed  it  feeding  on  the  potato  bug  and  grasshoppers,  quite  extensively 
on  June  21,  1886. 

Other  observers  make  similar  statements,  while  still  others  say 
that  it  has  never  been  seen  to  eat  this  beetle  at  all,  and  even  appears 
to  shun  it  altogether.  Mr.  W.  B.  Hall,  of  Wakeman,  Ky,  states 
that  he  could  not  in  any  way  tempt  his  tame  Crows  with  potato  bug^. 
His  accoimt  of  the  insect-eating  habits  of  his  pets  is  so  interest- 
ing and  suggestive  that  it  is  inserted  here  entire: 

Crows  are  decidedly  insectivorous  if  domestication  does  not  alter  their  habits. 
At  different  times  I  have  kept  Crows  which  were  taken  from  the  nest  when  nearly 
full  fledged.  They  became  very  tame  so  that  I  had  a  cliance  to  watcH' their  actions 
and  manner  of  feeding.    I  find  that  they  are  not  particular  in  their  diet  as  to 
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whether  the  insect  is  what  is  termed  injurious  or  beneHcial.  Thev  feed  greedily  on 
the  ditferent  speoiee  of  cut- worm  {Agrotis),  and  on  the  white  grub  (larva  of  LachnoS' 
tema  fused).  When  plowing  they  will  follow  in  the  furrow  and  pick  up  every 
grub  or  beetle  in  si^ht;  and  when  their  appetites  are  satisfied  they  till  then*  beaks 
with  insects  and  hide  them  under  sticks,  leaves,  or  stones.  I  have  often  taken  the 
pains  to  look  up  their  hiding  places  and  count  the  insects  thus  hidden  and  I  have 
been  astonishea  at  the  nunibers.  They  kill  predaceous  beetles  but  do  not  often  eat 
them,  I  think  on  account  of  the  peculiar  odor  most  of  them  emit.  For  the  sake  of 
experiment,  I  have  taken  the  Crows  to  a  board  or  stone  which  on  being  removed 
exposed  manv  black  beetles  (mostly  CkUerita).  ^They  would  poimoe  on  a  beetle, 
give  it  a  pinch  through  the  head  or  thorax,  drop  it,  and  seize  another  with  such  ra- 
pidity that  but  few  if  any  escaped.  I  could  not  on  any  condition  tempt  their  ap- 
Eetites  with  (Ik>lorado  beetles,  squash  bugs,  cucumber  bugs,  or  any  of  the  soldier 
ugs  or  lady  birds  {CoccineUa),  I  had  a  male  Crow  that  would  eat  the  cabbage 
caterpillar  {Pierns  rajpce)  with  evident  relish  while  his  mate  disdained  such  plebeian 
diet.  They  would  km  the  sow  bugs  (Oniscus)  and  species  of  Myriapoda,  but  would 
not  eat  them.   . 


THE  INSECT  POOD  OP    THE  CROW  AS    REVEALED 

OP  STOMACHS. 


BY  EXAMINATION 


Among  the  eighty-six  stomachs  of  the  Common  Crow  examined, 
sixty-three  were  found  to  contain  insect  remains,  and  these  remains 
were  submitted  to  the  Entomologist  of  the  Department,  Prof.  C.  V. 
Riley,  who  caused  a  critical  study  of  them  to  be  made,  and  has  in 
preparation  a  full  report,  showing  the  number  and  kinos  of  insects 
represented  in  each  stomach,  witn  notes  as  to  their  habits  and  eco- 
nomic importance.  A  brief  suminary  of  the  more  important  facte 
brought  out  by  this  investigation  is  ^ven  herewith.  It  has  been 
prepared  by  the  writer  from  a*  prelimmarjr  report  to  the  Entomolo- 
gist by  Tyler  Townsend,  assistant,  who,  with  the  aid  of  the  other 
members  of  the  entomological  force,  made  most  of  the  determina- 
tions. The  full  report  will  appear  in  a  bulletin  on  the  Crow,  which 
is  now  in  preparation  in  the  Ornithological  Division. 

The  stomachs  examined  contained  the  remains  of  about  ninety- 
two  species  of  true  insects,  represented  by  about  five  htmdred  speci- 
mens. About  10  per  cent,  of  these  can  not  be  classed  properly  as 
either  beneficial  or  injurious,  and  the  remainder  are  divided  pretty 
evenly  between  the  two.  The  following  table  shows  the  orders  rep- 
resented, as  well  as  the  number  of  species  and  individuals  in  each, 
and  these  are  further  classified  under  the  heads  beneficial,  injurious, 
and  neutral: 

Table  showing  the  nature  of  the  Insect  food  in  sixty-three  stomachs  of  the  Common 

Crow, 


Hymenoptera 
Le|>idoptera. . 

Diptera 

Ooleoptera . . . 
Hemlptera. .. 
Orthoptera. . . 
Neuroptera . . 

TMal... 


Bene- 
ficial. 


Species. 


Inju-      Neu-     m^., 


10 


02 


Individuals. 


lldal. 


196 
0 

^. 

1 


318 


Inju-      Neu-    nv^^, 
rL^M       fMk]      Total. 


rious. 


8 
16 

0 
87 

1 
160 

0 


tral. 


61 


184 

16 

1 

174 

8 

160 

18 


486 


In  addition,  to  the  true  insects  mentioned  above,  the  stomiichs  contained  remains 
of  at  least  tUtee  species  of  spiders  and  two  of  myriapods,  sixteen  specimens  in  all, 
and  all  beneficial. 
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The  order  Coleoptera  (beetles)  is  most  numerously  represented,  and 
a  majority  of  the  species  are  beneficial.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  tbat 
no  l(s^s  than  eighteen  species  of  predaceous  beetles  (Cicindelid^p  and 
Canihidce)  are  included  in  this  number,  together  with  nearly  a  dozen 
s|>e<»ies  of  the  scavenger  beetles  (ScarabceidiB).  Some  of  these  are 
species  ix>ssessing  disagreeable  odors,  and  it  is  somewhat  surprising 
that  the  Crow  should  take  them  unless  other  food  was  scarce.  They 
ocxrur  most  abundantly,  however,  in  stoma<;hs  taken  in  May.  June, 
and  July,  when  other  food  must  have  been  abundant.  Among  the 
injurious  beetles  identified  are  the  flat-headed  apple-tree  borer  {Chrys- 
oMhris),  of  which  a  sin^^le  ei)ecimen  was  found;  May  beetles  {Lach- 
nosferna)  in  five  stomacns  (nine  specimens  in  one);  and  a  few  other 
borers  and  leaf-feeders.  Three  small  weevils  were  taken  from  cme 
stomach  and  considered  "injurious  insects,"  as  they  are,  but  it  is 
probable  that  they  werf  hidden  in  kernels  of  com  which  were  eaten 
by  the  Crow. 

The  order  Orthoptera  (grasshoppers,  crickets,  etc.)  is  well  repre- 
sented by  one  hundred  and  fifty  specimens  belonging  to  seventeen 
si)^ies.  Twenty-eight  stomachs  contained  examples  of  this  order, 
and  the  results  of  stomach  examination  in  this  case  bear  out  the 
statements  of  observers  and  show  that  in  this  direction  the  work 
done  by  the  Grow  is  entirely  beneficial,  as  all  these  insects  are  more 
or  less  injurious. 

The  order  Hymenoptera,  including  the  wasps,  bees,  ants,  etc.,  is 
]^P^|sented,  in  the  material  taken  from  the  Crow  stomachs,  by  one 
viv  ^^  A^d  thirty-four  specimens  belonging  to  seventeen  species, 
all  but  one  of  which  are  beneficiaL  A  species  of  saw-fly,  decidedly 
mjnnous,  was  found  in  one  stomach,  and  seven  larvae  of  the  same  or 
another  species  in  a  second  stomach.  One  of  these  stomachs,  how- 
ever, also  contained  the  remains  of  a  young  bird,  apparently  a  nest- 
ling, and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  saw-flies  came  from  this  source. 
Two  other  stomachs  contained  remains  of  ichneumon  flies  belonging 
to  different  genera.  These  are  among  the  most  beneficial  of  insects, 
destroying  particularly  lar^e  numbers  of  caterpillars. 

Only  one  other  order  requires  special  mention,  viz,  the  Lepidoptera. 
In  this  are  included  the  butterflies  and  moths,  the  larvae  of  which 
are  almost  invariably  destructive.  Contraiy  to  what  might  have 
been  expected,  the  Crow  stomachs  do  not  show  many  representatives 
of  this  order.  Six  species,  five  of  which  are  decidedly  injurious,  were 
recognized,  but  the  sixteen  specimens  were  distributed  among  nine 
stomachs.  The  family  NoctuidcB,  which  includes  the  cut-worms, 
was  represented  by  nine  specimens  in  six  stomachs  ;  that  is,  but  six 
Crows  out  of  eighty-six  had  eaten  any  cut-worms. 

In  concluding  this  ujaperfect  summary  of  the  insectivorous  habits 
of  the  Common  Crow  fit  must  be-conoedea  that  the  showing  is  not  very 
favorable  for  the  bird.. 

Considering  merely  the  testimony  of  observers,  the  conclusion 
would  be  favorable  :in  the  main,  for  it  appears  that  the  Crow  eats  in* 
sects  throughout  tiJic  >  season,  at  many  times  in  large  quantities,  and 
often  of  the  most  in  jurious  kinds.  To  be  sure  they  are  mainly  ter- 
restrial or  subterrajD  .ean  kinds,  but  they  are  decidedly  injurious  in 
the  main,  and  few  ii  ;  any  beneficial  insects  are  said  to  be  taken. 

In  the  light  of  ^the  stomach  examinations,  however,  the  case 
assumes  a  diflfereni .  complexion,  for  although  the  evidence  fix^m 
this  source  confirm' s  in  some  respects  the  testimony  of  observei*s, 
it  indicates  also  thi  it  beneficial  and  injurious  insects  are  taken  in 
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nearly  equal  quantities,  and  thus  the  good  done  at  one  time  may  be 
fully  neutralized  at^another.  The  force  of  this  point  is  much  weak- 
ened by  tho  small  number  of  stomach  examiiuiti(ms  made,  and  ];y 
tlie  fact  that  so  few  Crows  were  taken  durint?  the  summer  numths  ; 
but  the  indieaiions  point  to  an  omnivorous  habit  in  general,  and  to 
the  destruction  of  good  and  bad  insects  indiscriminately. 

As  has  been  suggested  by  many  previous  writers  and  reiterated 
by  numbers  of  our  own  observers,  th6  harm  done  in  the  destruction 
of  eggs  and  young  of  insectivorous  birds  during  spring  and  early 
summer  is  beyond  all  computation;  and  it  is  difficult  for  one  familiar 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  Crow's  iniquity  in  this  direction  to  believe 
that  any  destruction  of  injurious  insects  or  other  animals  can  fully 
atone  for  it.  Yet  even  here  another  factor  should  be  taken  into 
account,  as  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of  the  small  birds 
killed  by  the  Crow  are  not  strictly  insectivocpus,  while  some  of  them, 
in  their  thefts  of  fruit  and  other  crops,  continually  tend  to  even  their 
own  accounts  with  the  farmer,  and  occasionally  even  overdraw 
them. 

THE  CHOW  AS  AN   ENEMY  TO   FIELD   MICK   AND  OTHBE  SMALL,  QUAD- 
RUPEDS. ^ 

Aside  from  the  insect-eating  habits  of  the  Crow  its  most  beneficial 
trait  probably  is  th§  killing  of  field  mice.  Of  these  it  is  a  great 
destroyer,  hunting  up  the  nests  and  devouring  young  and  old  when- 
ever they  can  be  caught.  There  is  abundance  of  evidence  that  Crows 
are  very  skillful  at  such  hunting,  and  undoubtedly  they  form  one  of 
the  strong  checks  on  the  increase  of  these  prolific  and  destructive 
rodents.  Amon^  the  reports  of  our  correspondents  are  twelve  which 
mt:ntion  this  habit  of  mouse-hunting,  and  from  these  we  select  a 
few: 

From  James  O.*  Whittemore,  Fairfield,  Me. : 

I  have  observed  Crows  catching  insects  and  field-mice  all  the  year  round.  The 
general  impression  among  farmera  is  to  tolerate  Crowa  at  all  seasons  except  the 
early  spring.  * 

From  O.  P.  Hitchings,  Winfield,  N.  Y. : 

Tlie  Crow  has  the  reputation  of  catching  field-mice,  especially  just  after  the  grass 
liaK  been  cut. 

From  F.  A.  Sampson,  Sedalia,  Mo, : 

After  mowing  I  have  seen  Crows  feeding  on  what  I  supposed  to  be  grasshoppers; 
they  also  catch  and  eat  mice. 

We  have  received  one  report  also  from  William  J.  Howerton,  of 
Florence,  Ai-iz.,  who  writes  as  follows: 

Tlie  Common  Crow  of  this  section  is  of  some  economic  value,  as  I  have  observed  it 
catching  and  killing  the  common  pocket  gopher. 

MISCELLANBOU8  ANIMAL  FOOD  OF  THE  CROW. 

Probahly  no  family  of  birds  in  existence  is  more  truly  omnivorous 
than  the  Crows;  almost  anything  eatable  is  utilized  when  hunger 
presses,  though  at  other  times  they  are  more  scrupulous  about  their 
foofl.  It  is  useless,  therefore,  to  atiempt  to  give  a  complete  category 
of  the  items  which  may  enter  into  the  CroVs  diet,  and  as  many  of 
them  have  no  bearing  on  the  economic  aspects  of  the  question  it  is 


Digitized  by 


Google 


524  REPORT   OF  THE   CO^fMISSIONEB   OF   AGRICULTURE. 

unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  subject  here;  any  one  who  is  curious  to 
know  exactly  what  ninety-eight  Crows  had  eaten  just  before  they 
were  killed  can  consult  the  list  of  stomach  examinations  with  which 
this  paper  concludes. 

The  animal  matter  contained  in  the  stomachs  of  eighty-six  Com- 
mon Crows  examined  was  as  follows: 


Animal  contents  of  stomachs. 


Carrion 

Remains  of  mice 

snake 

frogs 

salamander 

fish 

crayfish 

other  crustaceans 

mussels  or  clams 

snails  of  various  kinds . 

insects 

spiders 

myriapod 


No.  of 
stomachs 
in  which 

found. 


14 
4 
1 
5 
1 
9 
6 
5 
4 
6 

68 


The  following  statement  from  Mr.  John  M.  Richardson,  of  Dain- 
gerfield,  Tex.,  is  interesting  in  this  connection  from  its  novelty.  Mr. 
Kichardson  writes: 

The  Crow  is  known  to  catch  young  terrapins,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
it  destr^s  other  small  reptiles.  I  remember  a  rock-crowned  hill  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Wateree,  between  Manchester  andStatesburgh,  in  Sumter  County,  G^a.,that 
was  almost  covered  with  remains  of  small  terrapins  and  land  tortoises  carried 

there,  killed,  and  devoured  by  Crows. 

• 

THE  CROW  AS  A  SCAVENGER. 

The  eighty-six  stomach  examinations  of  the  Common  Crow  showed 
food  in  but  fourteen  cases  which  could  properly  be  called  carrion; 
but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  during  seasons  or  scarcity  Crows  eat 
large  quantities  of  carrion.  Nevertheless  the  good  done  in  this  way 
has  been  very  greatly  overestimated,  for  it  is  almost  certain  that  they 
prefer  fresh  food  to  carrion,  and  only  take  the  latter  when  more  agree- 
able food  is  scarce.  This  is  mainly  during  winter  and  early  spring 
when,  in  cold  climates,  no  harm  would  be  done  if  the  carrion  were 
allowed  to  lie  uneaten. 

During  warm  weather,  when  the  decay  of  animal  substances  is 
more  unpleasant  and  perhaps  more  dangerous  to  health,  the  Crow 
rarely  touches  a  carcass  at  all,  but  any  animal  which  dies  at  that 
time,  together  with  any  carcasses  left  from  earlier  in  the  season,  are 
soon  disposed  of  by  insects  and  the  natural  processes  of  desiccation 
and  decay. 

In  warm  climates  the  black  vultures  and  turkey  buzzards  render 
the  services  of  Crows  entirely  superfluous.  Undoubtedly  there  are 
times  when  Crows  are  serviceable  in  the  removal  of  carrion,  but  in 
most  cases  there  is  no  excuse  for  its  presence  in  places  where  it  can 
do  any  harm. 
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Food  of  the  Fish  Crow. 

The  food  of  the  Fish  Crow  has  been  represented  usually  as  con- 
sisting more  strictly  of  marine  products  tnan  that  of  the  Common 
Crow^  and  it  has  been  supposed  also  not  to  pull  corn  or  feed  on 
ripening  grain,  but  to  devote  more  time  to  fruit  and  perhaps  to  in- 
sects. 

The  examination  of  the  twelve  stomachs  of  Fish  Crows  does  not 
bear  out  all  these  statements,  for  no  one  of  the  stomachs  contained 
any  trace  of  fish  or  any  marine  product,  except  a  few  bits  of  shell  in 
one  stomach.  Only  .three  of  the  stomachs  contained  any  traces  of  in- 
sects (these  mostly  ^asshoppers),  while  five  contained  carrion,  and 
ei^ht  contained  grain  and  oerries.  No  one  of  these  stomachs  con- 
tained any  seeds  of  poison  ivy  or  sumach. 

SUMMARY  OF  EVIDENCE  FROM  ALL  SOURCES. 

It  appears,  therefore,  from  a  careful  consideration  of  all  testimony, 
published  and  impublished,  that —    • 

I.  Crows  seriously  damage  the  com  crop,  and  injure  other  grain 
crops  usually  to  a  less  extent. 

li.  They  damage  other  farm  crops  to  some  extent,  frequently  doing 
much  mischief. 

III.  They  are  very  destructive  to  the  eggs  and  young  of  domes- 
ticated fowls. 

IV.  They  do  incalculable  damage  to  the  eggs  and  young  of  na- 
tive birds. 

V.  They  do  much  harm  by  the  distribution  of  seeds  of  poison  ivy, 
poison  sumach,  and  perhaps  other  noxious  plants. 

VI.  They  do  mucn  harm  by  the  destruction  of  beneficial  insects. 
On  the  other  hand — 

VII.  They  do  much  good  by  the  destruction  of  injurious  insects. 

VIII.  They  are  largely  beneficial  through  their  destruction  of  mice 
and  other  rodents. 

IX*  They  are  valuable  occasionally  as  scavengers. 

The  careful  examination  of  large  numbers  of  stomachs,  and  the 
critical  study  of  the  insect  food  of  the  Crow,  may  change  materially 
the  present  aspect  of  the  question;  but  so  far  as  the  facts  at  present 
known  enable  a  jud^ent  to  be  formed,  the  harm  which  Crows  do 
appears  to  far  outweigh  the  good. 

BE8ULT8  IN  DETAIL  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  STOMACHS  OF  THE 
COMMON  CROW  (CORVUS  AMER1CANU8). 

[NOTB. — ^The  following  records  of  dissection  are  from  examinations  of  stomachs 

{>Teeeryed  in  alcohol  and  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  the  col- 
ectors  whose  names  accompany  the  records  m  the  list  below.  Unless  otherwise 
stated  the  determinations  of  the  various  items  of  stomach  contents  have  been  made 
entirelyby  members  of  the  DivlBion,  the  writer  being  responsible  for  the  larger 
pert.    The  percentages  of  the  food  elements  in  each  case  are  to  be  regarded  simply 

e proximate;  they  are  merely  careful  estimates,  no  exact  measurement  bemg 
cable.    As  elsewhere  stated,  the  remains  of  insects  were  referred  to  the  En- 
ogist  of  the  Department,  for  critical  study,  and  a  summary  of  his  preliminary 
report  Sas  been  given  on  a  previous  page.] 

2648.    Male.    Schraalenburgh,  N.  J.    January  2, 1886;  9.80  a.  m.    F.  J.  Dixon. 

Animal  matter,  0  per  cent.;  vegetable,  90;  gravel,  etc.,  6;  indeterminate,  4. 
Stomach  less  than  half  full. 

Confenf^.— Fragments  of  com,  acorns,  etc.;  8  bits  of  insect  legs;  fine  mud- 
like matter  not  determined;  a  little  sand  and  gravel. 
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2649.    Female.    Schraalenburgh,  N.  J.    January  2, 1886;  10.30  a.m.    F.  J. Dixon. 

Animal  matter,  7  per  cent.;  vegetable,  90;  gravel,  etc.,  3.  Stomach  well 
filled. 

Contents. — Remains  of  corn;  pumpkin  and  cucumber  seeds,  and  perhiqw 
other  seeds;  remains  of  mu^uiar  fiber,  probably  from  a  mussel  or  clam 
as  some  of  it  was  attached  to  a  piece  of  a  shell,  apparently  that  of  bivalve; 
a  few  bits  of  shell  and  a  little  sand;  no  remains  of  insects. 
70ie.    Chester  County,  Pa.    January  13,  1887.    Dr.  B.  H.  Warren. 

Animal  matter,  25  per  cent.;  v^etable,  50;  gravel,  etc.,  25.  Stomach  about 
two-thirds  full. 

Contents, — ^A  few  bits  of  corn  (kernels),  and  a  large  amount  of  huUs  of  com 
or  other  ^rain,  with  some  other  vegetable  fiber;  4  seeds  of  poison  ivy 
{Rhu9  toxicodendron);  2  vertebrae  of  small  bird*^and  several  fragments  cd 
bone  of  snudl  fish*;  8  or  4  small  beetles  and  a  large  quantitv  of  other 
insect  remains,  and  one  spider;  a  good  supply  oi.  coarse  gravel. 
7013.    Chester  County,  Pa.    January  15, 1887.    Dr.  S.  H.  Warren. 

Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  90;  gravel,  etc.,  9.  Stomach  about 
three-fomiiis  full. 

Contents.— Om^  hundred  and  fifty-three  seeds  of  pois<Mi  ivy  {Wms  toxicoden- 

dron),  about  125  seeds  of  sumach  {Bhtis  glabra);  egg-case  of  a  spider;  insect 

remains;  a  fair  amount  of  sand  and  gravel ;  a  quantity  of  finely  pulverized 

vegetable  matter  mixed  witti  fine  b^hI. 

4432.    Male.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    Januaiy  15,  1887;  a.  m.    WUlard  E.  Treat. 

Animal  matter,  10  per  cent.;  vegetable,  75;  gravel,  etc.,  15.  Stomach  well 
filled. 

Contents. — Remains  of  kernels  of  com,  forming  about  70  per  cent,  of  entire 
stomach  contents;  about  15  seeds  of  common  sumach  (Bhuti)said  1  seed  o£ 
poison  sumach  {Rhus  venenata);  about  10  per  cent,  of  bits  oi  flesh  and 
li^ment  of  some  animal,  probably  carrion;  a  large  amount  of  clean  sand 
without  peb*bles;  no  insect  remains. 
4438.    Female.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    Jantiary  15,  1887;  a.  m.    Willard  E.  Treat. 

Animal  matter,  15  per  cent;  vegetable,  10;  gravel,  etc.,  75.  Stomach  less 
thanhaJffuU. 

Contents. — Three  unknown  seeds,  probably  of  apple,  pear,  or  quince;  a  small 
amount  of  vegetable  matter  like  pulp  of  fruit;  a  single  bog  bristle  uid  a 
number  of  bits  of  meat,  probably  carrion;  a  large  amount  of  sand  with- 
out any  gravel  or  pebbles;  no  insect  remains. 
4484.    Female,    East  Hartford,  Conn.    January  16,  1887;  a.  m.    Wiliard  E.  Treat. 

Aniroid  matter,  15  per  cent;  vegetable,  10;  gravel,  etc.,  75.  Stomach  a2x>nt 
half  full. 

Contents. — A  few  skins  of  berries  or  seeds  in  small  bite,  and  a  little  other  fine 

vegetable  debris;  asin^e  hog  bristle  and  bits  of  ammaJ  tissue,  probably 

carrion;  about  2  per  cent  of  insect  remains,  all  of  a  wngle  insect ;  a  large 

amount  of  sand,  and  two  or  three  small  pebbles. 

44^.    Male.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    January,  16,  1887;  2  p.  m.    Willajxi  E.  Treat. 

Ammai  matter,  5  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  8;  gravel,  etc.,  92.  Stomach  almost 
empty. 

Contents. — One  or  two  hog  bristles  and  a  few  shreds  of  animal  membrane, 
probably  carrion;  a  few  bite  of  hulls  of  com  or  other  grain;  a  little  sand 
and  many  small  fragmenteoi^  some  hard  black  mineral;  no  insect  re- 
mains. 

4436.  Female.     East  Hartford,  Conn,     January  16,  1887;  2  p.  m.    Willard  E. 

Treat. 
Animal  matter,  85  per  cent;  vegetable,  60;  gravel,  etc.,  5.    Stomadi  about 

half  full. 
Contents. — ^About  100  seeds  of  poison  ivy  {Rhtis  toxicodendron),  and  7  seeds  of 

common  sumach  (Bhus);  about  35  per  cent,  of  shreds  and  bits  of  animal 

membrane,  probably  carrion;  a  little  sand,  and  ^Ye  or  six  smali  pebbles; 

no  insecte. 

4437.  Male.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    January  16,  1887;  2  p.  m.    Willard  E.  Treat. 
Animal  matter,  40  per  cent;  vegetable,  10;  gravel,  etc.,  50.    Stomach  almost 

empty. 
Contents.— Tvfo  seeds  of  harmless  sumach  (Rhus)  and  a  few  hidis  and  skins 
of  other  seeds  or  grain;  one  hog  bristle  and  a.  few  shreds  and  small 
masses  of  muscle  and  tendon,  probably  carrion;  sand  without  pebbles; 
no  insecte. 


*  These  bones  were  identified  by  F.  A.  Lucas. 
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4438.    Male.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    January  16, 1887;  2  p.  m.    WiUard  E.  Treat. 

Animal  matter,  14  per  cent.;  vegetable,  85;  gravel,  etc.,  1.  Stomach  well 
dlled. 

Contents. — Remains  of  alwut  20  kernels  of  com,  9  or  10  of  them  nearly  entire; 
about  80  sefKlii  of  harm  less  sumach  {RkiLs);  one  or  two  hog  bristles,  and 
many  shreds  and  bits  of  meat,  probaWy  carri<m;  a  very  little  sand;  no  in- 

4450.  Female.     Ea^t  Hartford,  Conn.     January  81,  1887;  10  a.  m.     Willard  E. 

Treat 
Animal  matter,  5  per  cent,;  vegetable,  48;  gravel,  etc.,  47.    Stomach  well 

filled. 
Contents. — Remains  of  kernels  of  com,  mostly  hulls;  one  or  two  small  shreds 

of  meat  (carrion  V);  a  dozen  or  more  caddis-fly  cases  and  ec»ne  of  the  legs 

of  the  larvae  [Tyler  Townsend] ;  a  large  amount  of  sand  and  gravel. 

4451.  Male.    East  Hartford^  Conn.    January  31,  1887: 10  a.  m.    Willard  E.  Treat. 
Animal  matter,  50  per  cent. :  vegetable,  50;  gravel,  etc. ,  0.    Stomach  less  than 

half  full.  .  ^ 

C<w^ewte.--ScrapB  and  shreds  of  meat  and  animal  membrane  {carrion  ?);  about 
120  seeds  of  harmless  sumach  {Rhus),  and  other  remains  of  the  berries; 
no  gravel  or  sand;  no  insecfs. 

4452.  Male.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    JanuarvSl,  1887;  10  a.  m.    Willard  E.  Treat. 
Animal  matter,  50  per  cent;  vegetable,  42;  gravel,  etc.,  8.    Stomach  well 

filled. 

Cbn0ewte.;--Shreds  and  tendinous  maflses  of  animal  matter,  probably  carrion; 
remains  of  a  few  acorns  or  chestnuts;  77  seeds  of  poison  ivy  {Rhus  tox- 
icodendron); about  175  seeds  of  harmless  sumach  {Wms);  a  small  amount 
of  gravel  and  sand;  no  insects. 
S059.    Male.    Sandy  firing,  Md.    FebAiary  4, 1887;  a.  m.    H.H.  Miller. 

Am'mal  matter,  0  per  cent.;  vegetable,  87;  gravel,  etc.,  10;  indeterminate,  3. 
St(»]iach  well  filled. 

Contents.— 4Jorn  almost  entirely,  more  iiian  half  of  it  in  large  pieces,  some 
nearly  entire  kernels  and  a*^ large  quantity  of  hulls;  about  10  per  cent,  of 
gravel  and  sand,  the  bulk  of  it  oeing  rusty  quartz;  a  small  amount  (3  per 
oeait.)  of  fine  "  mud,"  not  identifiable:  no  insects. 
4461.    East  Hartford,  Omn.    February  14,  1887;  10  a.  m.    Willard  E.  Treat. 

Animai  matter,  40  pert5ent.;  vegetable,  50;  gravel,  etc.,  10.  Stomach  well 
filled. 
•  Consents. — Remains  of  coi*n  and  perliajw  other  grams,  with  a  few  bits  of  grass 
and  hulls  of  seeds;  about  60  seeds  of  harmless  sumach  (/27itt«),  apparently 
oi  two  distinct  sjjecies;  2  seeds  of  red  cedar  {Junijterus);  a  large  amount 
of  muscular  fiber,  fat,  and  sinews,  probably  carrion;  sand  and  gravel;  no 
msects. 
44«2.  Feanale-  East  Hartford,  Conn.  February  14,  1887;  10  a.  m.  Willard  E. 
Treat. 

Aidmal  matter,  5  i)er  cent.;  vegetable,  45;  gravel,  etc.,  50.  Stomach  nearly 
empty. 

Contents. — Remnants  of  com  and  hulls;  a  few  bits  of  aeom  riiells;  a  bit  of 
skin  (without  hair)  of  some  animal;  a  single  ho^  brisrtie;  a  fair  amoimt 
of  fine  sand,  and  tvio  or  three  small  pebbles;  no  msecte. 
4468.    Female.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    February  14,  1887;  10  a.  m.     Willard  E. 
Treat. 

Animad  matter,  1  per  cent.:  vegetable,  45;  gravel,  etc.,  50;  indeterminate,  4. 
Stomach  about  half  full. 

Contents. — About  100  st^nls  of  harmless  sumach  (i^itw*),  and  a  considerable 

amount  of  hulls,  skins,  etc.,  of  these  or  otlier  seeds  and  fruits;  a  few 

minute  bits  of  the  hard  parts  of  insects;  a  little  very  fine  black  **  mud,** 

not  determined;  sand,  gravel,  and  bits  of  coke. 

4464.    Male.     East  Hartford,  Conn.     February  14, 1887;  10  a.  m.    WiUard  E.  Treat. 

Animal  matter.  75  per  cent;  vegetable,  0;  gravel,  t*tc.,  25.  Stomach  almost 
€napty. 

Contents. — One  hog  bristle;  a  very  little  muscular  fiber  and  sinew  and  some 
fat,  doubtless  all  carrion:  a  small  amount  of  fine  sand:  no  insects. 
813^.    Male.    West  Goshen,  Pa.    February  15,  1886.     Dr.  B.  H.  Warren. 

Animal  matter,  5  per  cent.;  vegetable,  93;  gravel,  etc..  2.  Stomach  about 
half  full. 

Contents. — ^Remains  of  mmierous  kernels  of  com;  6  seeds  of  sumach:  a  small 
bone  from  tarsus  or  carpus  of  some  aninml,  apparently  of  the  size  of  a 
dog  or  sheep;  a  single  piece  of  slate  about  onie-lialf  inch  kmg;  no  insects. 
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1881.    Hale.    Wafihington,  D.  C.    March  13^1886;  4  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  1  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  97;  gravel,  etc .,  2.    Stomach  well  filled. 

Contents, — ^Unidentified  vegetable  matter  mainly;  a  few  bits  of  com  or  otli^- 
grain,  with  some  hulls,  bits  of  grass,  and  what  appears  to  be  joimg  sprouts 
of  some  vegetable;  8  or  4  small  seeds  not  identifiea;  a  single  claw  of  a  cray- 
fish and  a  few  bits  of  insect  remains:  no  pebbles  and  very  little  sand. 
1879.    Young.    Saint  Louis,  Mo.    May  23, 1885.    Otto  Widmann. 

Anim^  matter,  99  per  cent.;  vegetable,  0;  gravel,  etc.,  1. 

Contents. — Many  bones  of  frog;  numerous  fragments  of  insects;  a  very  little 
sand. 
5510.    Nestling.    Gainesville,  Va.    May  18,  1887;  5  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  90  per  cent.;  vegetable,  0;  gravel,  etc.,  0;  indeterminate,  10. 
Stomach  well  filled. 

Contents, — Mainly  insects;  a  few  bones  of  a  small  frog;  about  10  per  cent,  of 
fine  **mud,'*  apparently  a  mixture  of  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral 
matter,  but  not  determinable;  no  sand  or  gravel. 
6511.    Nestling.    Gamesville,  Va.    May  13,  1887;  6  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  90  per  cent.;  v^t£Ui)le,  7;  gravel,  etc.,  1;  indeterminate,  2. 
Stomach  about  two-thirds  fuU. 

Contents, — Six  or  eight  small  pieces  of  v^etable  matter,  appar^itly  bits  of  an 
acorn  or  chestnut;  a  few  shreds  of  vegetable  fiber;  2  or  3  minute  bones  of 
a  fish;  3  bits  of  shell,  probably  of  snail;  a  single  small  pebble  and  a  few 
grains  of  sand;  a  large  amount  (nearly  90  per  cent.)  of  insect  remains, 
amon^  which  ipieces  of  beetles  are  numerous;  a  small  amount  of  fine 
mud-hke  material,  probably  from  the  insects. 

2514.  Adult  female.    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    June  30, 1886;  3  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  99;  gravel,  etc.,  0.    Stomach  full. 
Contents, — Mainly  com,  one  whole  kernel  and  manv  large  pieces,  and  a  large 

amount  of  hulls  and  finely  pulverized  com;  3  stones  of  cherries  (culti- 
vated); a  few  bits  of  black  vegetable  material  like  the  shell  of  an  acorn; 
a  few  bits  of  the  hard  parts  of  beetles;  no  sand  or  gravel. 
2677.    Younff.    Englewood,  N.  J.    June 27,  1886;  6  p.m.    F.  M. Chapman. 

Animal  matter,  95  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  5 ;  gravel,  etc. ,  0.   Stomach  well  filled. 

Contents, — Remains  of  a  small  bird,  apparently  an  unfiedged  young;  remains 
of  insect  larvae  and  insects,  but  these  may  have  come  from  the  stomach 
of  the  young  bird  eaten  by  the  Crow;  a  few  bits  of  the  hulls  of  com,  and 
other  v^etcut>le  debris. 
3045.  Adult  (i^.  Peterborough,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  June,  1886.  G.  S.  MU- 
ler,  jr. 

Animal  matter,  3  per  cent.;  vegetable,  95;  gravel,  etc.,  2.  Stomach  well 
filled. 

Contents, — Kernels  of  com,  oats,  and  a  few  of  wheat,  together  with  a  large 
quantity  of  hulls,  mainly  of  oats;  a  few  small  fragments  of  insects;  4 
small  pebbles,  and  a  very  little  sand. 
3769.    BCale.     Immature.     Peck's  Island,  New  Jersey.    July  1,  1886;  noon.     J. 
Percy  Moore. 

Animal  matter,  15  per  cent.;  vegetable,  10;  gravel,  etc.,  75.  Stomach  about 
half  full. 

Contents, — Mainly  sand  and  bits  of  shell;  two  or  three  bits  of  seaweed  and  a 
very  little  otlier  vegetable  matter;  1  gasteropod  shell  about  half  an  inch 
long;  3  or  4  joints  of  a  crustacean's  legs;  hundreds  of  minute  fish  verte- 
bra, almost  microscopic;  about  5  per  cent,  of  insect  remains  in  very  fine 
nieces 

2515.  Male.    Immature.    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    July  1 ,  1886;  9  a.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter, 99  per  cent.;  vegetable,  0;  gravel,  etc.,  0;  indeterminate,  1. 

Stomach  about  half  full. 
Contents, — Insects,  mainly  larvae;  a  few  bits  of  wl^t  appears  to  be  bark  or 
wood,  but  not  positively  identified;  no  sand  or  gravel. 

2516.  Male  adult.    Sing  Sing,  N^  Y.    July  1,  1886;  9  a.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  2  per  cent.;  vegetable,  95;  gravel,  etc.,  3.    Stomach  well 

filled. 
Contents, —-J^ine  cherrystones,  with  skins  and  pulp  of  about  3;  fragments  of 
com  or  other  grain,  and  tiie  hulls  of  same;  about  20  seeds  of  Jxubtis  sp.? 
and  6  or  8  unknown  seeds;  a  few  remains  of  insects,  apparently  beetles;  5 
small  pebbles  and  a  little  sand. 

Dr.  Fisher  says  the  cherry  stones  are  from  cherries  which  grpw  every- 
where in  the  woods  about  Sing  Sing,  and  probably  have  escapea  from  cul- 
tivation.   They  are  very  dark  when  ripe,  almost  black. 
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3517.    Male  adult.    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    July  1, 1886;  noon.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  o5  per  cent.;  vegetable,  88;  gravel,  etc.,  2.  Stomach  well 
filled. 

Contents, — Seven  chcftr^  stones  (like  those  in  No.  2516),  and  bits  of  skins  and 
other  debris  of  frmt;  about  a  dozen  seeds  of  RubuSy  apparently  the  red 
raspberry  (JR.  strigosus);  large  quantity  of  insect  remams,  one  or  two  in- 
sects nearly  entire;  a  very  small  amount  of  sand. 

2518.  Male  adult.    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    July  1, 1886;  1  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  70  per  cent.;  vegetable,  80;  gravel,  etc.,  0.  Stomach  fuU. 
Contents. — Nineteen  cherry  stones  (like  those  in  No.  2516);  a  few  bits  of  fruit 

skins  and  vegetable  fiber;  a  very  large  amount  of  insect  remains;  four 
small  vertebrae  of  small,  tailed  batracnian,  perhaps  a  salamander  (iden- 
tified by  F.  A.  Lucas). 

2519.  Male  adult    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    July  2,  1886;  10.80  a.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  60  per  cent.;  vegetable,  40;  gravel,  etc.,  0.    St(Hnach  weU 

fiUed. 
Contents, — Six  cherry  stones  (like  those  in  No.  2516),  and  a  very  little  other 

vegetable  matter;  bones  and  flesh  of  a  small  bullfrog  (identified  by  F.  A. 

Lucas).    No  trace  of  insects  or  gravel. 
Female  adult.    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    Julv  2,  1886;  1  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  50  per  cent.;  vegetable,  50;  gravel,  etc.,  0.    Stomach  little 

distended. 
Contents, — Five  stones  of  cherry  (like  those  in  No.  2516);  remains  of  insects; 

no  gravel. 

2521.  Female  adult.    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    July  2, 1886;  1.80  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  60  per  cent.;  vegetable,  40;  gravel,  etc.,  0.    Stomach  nearly 

empty. 
Contents, — One  cherry  stone  (like  those  found  in  No.  2516),  and  a  single  frag- 
ment of  some  other  fruit  stones;  insect  remains;  no  gravel. 

2522.  Female  adult.    Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.    July  2, 1886;  2.80  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fislier. 
Animal  matter, 88  per  cent.;  vegetable,  65;  gravel,  etc., 2.    Stomach  well 

filled. 
Contents. — Four  cherries,  whole  or  nearly  so,  and  stones  of  twelve  more 
(like  those  in  No.  2516),  with  a  very  little  other  vegetable  matter;  bones 
of  a  frog,  forming  about  four-fifths  of  the  animal  matter,  the  remainder 
being  fragments  of  insects;  a  single  pebble  and  a  very  little  sand. 

2678.  Young.    Nigger  Pond,  Ramapo  Mountams,  N.  J.    July  4, 1886;  5  p.  m.    F. 

M.  Chapman. 
Animal  matter,  10  per  cent.;  vegetable, 90;  gravel,  etc.,0.    Stomach  nearly 

empty. 
Contents. — A  few  pieces  of  acorns,  peas,  or  kernels  of  com;  three  or  four  small 

berries,  probably  of  the  heath  family,  perhaps  blueberries  {Vaccinium); 

two  or  three  pieces  of  animal  matter,  possibly  bits  of  marine  worms; 

two  or  three  bones  of  small  fish;  no  sana  or  gravel. 

2679.  Young.    Nig^r  Pond,  Ramapo  Mountains,  New  Jersey.    July  4,  1886;  5 

p.  m.    F.  M.  Chapman. 
Animal  matter,  8  per  cent.;  vegetable,  97;  gravel,  etc.,  0.    Stomach  about 

half  fuU. 
Contents, — Numerous  fragments  of  the  flesh  of  some  nut,  fruit,  or  grain, 

not  determined,  perhaps  of  acorn,  as  there  are  many  fragments  of  shell 

resembling  that  of  an  acorn;  2  pistils  of  flowers  nearly  an  inch  long;  a 

few  bones  of  small  fish;  no  trace  of  insects  or  gravel. 
2866.    Male  adult  (?).    Peterborough,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.    July  14, 1886.    G.  S. 

Miller,  jr. 
Animal  matter,  60  per  cent.;  vegetable,  80;  gravel,  etc.,  4;  indeterminate,  6. 

Stomach  well  filled. 
Con^enfs.— Remains  of  oats  (mainly  the  hulls);  fine  grass  and  some  other 

vegetable  fiber;  bones  and  nearly  all  the  teeth  of  a  field-mouse  (Articola 

ripari'U8)f  forming  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  stomach  contents: 

alx>ut  80  per  cent,  of  insect  remains;  about  6  per  cent,  of  fine  **  mud  " 

not  identifiable. 
4886.    Young.    Hillsborough,  New  Brunswick,  July  15, 1886;  8  to  4  p.  m.    Jonathan 

Dwight,  jr. 
Animal  matter,  10  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  45;  gravel,  etc.,  45.    Stomach  nearly 

empty. 
CofUents. — Remains  of  seeds  and  berries,  two  kinds  of  seeds  not  recognized; 

remains  of  insects;  10  pebbles;  no  sand. 
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4887.  Male,  young.    Hillsboroagh,  New  Brunswick.    July  16, 1886:  8a,  m.   Jonatliaxi 

iKvight,  jr. 

iVnimal  matter,  35  per  cent.:  vegetable,  65:  gravel,  etc.,  0.  Stomach  less  than 
halffuU.  • 

ContenU.-r-A  piece  of  moee  alxmt  half  an  inch  long:  huUs  of  five  or  six  rasp- 
berries; seren  seeds  of  red  raspberry  i^Rubus  8trigo9Wf};  remains  of  a 
large  cutworm;  no  gravel  or  sand. 

4888.  Female,  young.     Hilfaborough,  New  Brunswick.     July  16,  188ff;  8  a.  m. 

Jc»ULthan  Dwight,  jr. 

Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetat4e,  99;  gravel,  etc.,  0.  Stomach  less  tlian 
half  full 

Contents, — Hulls  and  a  few  seeds  of  raspbeiTy;  two  small,  unknown  pods  not 
yet  ripe;  tweKe  or  fifteen  verj-  small  seeds,  possibly  those  of  strawber- 
ries; a  single  fragment  of  some  l)eetle;  no  gravel  or  sand. 
4963.     Male,  immature,    Hillsbcn-ough,  New  Brunswick.    July  ^9.  1886:  5.  p.  m. 
Jonathan  Dwight,  jr. 

Animal  matter,  20  per  cent.:  vegetable,  80;  gravel,  etc.,  0.  Stomach  about 
half  full. 

Contents. — A  large  amoimt  oi  pulp  and  skins  of  some  fruit  not  identified 
(the  pulp  looks  like  that  of  an  early  apple,  but  the  skins  are  too  thin);  two 
stones  of  some  ^ecies  of  Planus j  perhaps  a  beech  plum;  remains  of 
insects,  mainly  (?)  oeetles,  but  one  large  cutworm;  no  gravel. 
735.  Immature.  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  September  18,  1885;  10  a.  nu  Dr.  C.  Hart 
Merriam. 

Animal  matter,  5  per  cent ;  vegetable,  60;  gravely  etc. ,  20;  indeterminate,  15. 
Stomach  well  filled-  \ 

Contents. — Twenty-two  stones  of  wild  clu^rrv  (Pninus  serotitia);  9  of  cornel 
{Comus  sp.?),  and  3  unidentiiied;  also  pulp  of  above  berries;  a  few  pieces 
of  what  appears  to  be  an  acorn  or  chestnut;  vainous  hard  parts  of  insects. 

1540.  AHred  Centre,  N.  Y.    September  20,  1885;  a.  m.    F.  S.  Place. 

Animal  matter,  45  per  cent.;  vegetable,  53;  gravel,  etc.,  2.    Stomach  full. 
Contents. — Fragments  of  the  **meat"  of  some  nut  or  large  seed;  pieces  of 

acorns  or  chestnuts;  numerous  fragments  of  fruit  puli:),  probably  apple; 

many  insect  remains  (45  per  cent.);  5  small  i)ebble8;  no  sand. 

1541.  Alfred  Centre,  N.Y.    September  20,  1885;  a.m.    F.S. Place. 

Animal  matter,  40  per  cent.;  vegetable,  60;  gravel,  etc.,  0,     Stomach  full. 

Contents. — Seven  stones  of  wild  cherry  {Primus  serotina);  5  or  6  triangular 
seeds  (of  Polygonum  9);  skins  and  other  vegetable  matter  from  botn  the 
preceding,  and  some  long  vegetable  fil)er  from  some  other  plant;  numer- 
ous insect  remains;  no  sand  or  gravel. 
2289.    Male.    Washington, D. C.    September  7,1886;  11  a.m.    W.B. Barrows. 

Annual  matter,  0  percent.;  vegetable,  70;  gravel,  etc.,  5;  indeterminate,  25. 
Stomach  almost  empty. 

Contents. — One  gr^)e  seed;  vegetable  fiber  finely  divided;  2  or  S  bits  of  sand 
and  gravel;  fine  mud-like  material^  not  identifiable;  no  insects. 
2240.    Male.    Washington, D. C.    September  7,1886;  11  a.m.    F.A.Lucas. 

Animal  matter,  10  per  cent.;  vegetable,  80:  gravel,  etc.,  10.  Stomach  about 
half  fuU. 

Contents. — Grape  seeds  and  skins,  with  a  little  pulp  and  much  vegetable  fiber; 
other  v^^&ble  material  not  identifiable;  7  seeds  of  poison  ivy;  small 
amount  of  gravel;  a  few  insect  remains. 

The  grape  seeds  are  undoubtedly  those  of  cultivated  grapes,  as  this 
bird  and  iNo.  2239  were  shot  near  a  vineyard,  the  owner  of  which  com- 
plained of  the  great  damage  done  by  the  Ci'ows. 
2698.    Alfred  Centre,  N.Y.    September  7, 1886.    F.S.  Place. 

Animal  matter,  95  per  cent.;  vegetable,  5;  gravel,  etc.,  0.  Stomach  less  than 
half  fuU. 

Contents. — One  stone  of  wild  cherry  and  a  very  little  fine  vegetable  matter, 
probably  from  the  fruit  of  the  same;  several  grasshoppers  and  perhaps 
other  insects;  no  gravel. 
2242.     Male.    Shelter  Island,  New  York.    September  11, 1886;  a.  m.    W.W.Worth- 
ington. 

Animal  matter,  10  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  85 :  gravel ,  etc. ,  5.   Stomach  well  filled. 

Contents. — about  50  seeds  of  bay-berry  or  wax-berry  {Myrica  cerifera);  hulls 
of  com  or  some  other  grain,  with  a  few  small  oitfl  of  the  grain;  a  little 
fine  vegetable  material,  not  identified;  remains  of  the  legs  of  a  small  crus- 
tacean; 4  small  snail  shells  (marine);  2  vertebrae  of  small  fish;  a  few  frag- 
ments of  insects;  a  little  sand. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPOBT  OF   THE   OBIOTHOLOCUST  AKD   MAMMALOGIST.        531 

\ 
4687.    Male.    Shelter  Island,  New  YotIc.    October  1,  1886;  a.  m.    W.  W/ Worth- 
in^ton. 
Animal  matter,  25  per  cent.;  vegetable,  60;  gravel,  etc.,  15.    Stomach  about 

half  fuU. 
Contents, — Fragments  of  acorns  or  chestnuts,  and,  perhaps,  of  some  other 
seeds,  but  these  mainly;  remains  of  a  crayfish;  4  or  5  minute  bits  of  an 
insect;  considerable  sand,  but  no  pebbles. 
4588.    Mrfle.    Shelter  Island,  New  York.    October  1,  1886;  a.  m.    W.  W.  Wortli- 
ington. 
Animal  matter,  0  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  100;  gravel,  etc. ,  0.    Stomach  less  tlian 

half  f ulL 
Contents, — ^Remains  of  a  dozen  or  more  kernels  of  com;  about  50  stones  of 
bay-berry  (M^rica  cerifera);  a  single  stone  of  some  wild  Prunus,  probably 
the  beach  plum  (P.  viaritima);  3  small  claw  tip«  of  a  crab  or  crayfish,  prob- 
ably taken  as  gmvel  (?);  no  insects. 
2269.     Female,  adult.    Smg  Sing,  N.  Y.    October  2,  1886;  8  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  2  per  cent.;  vegetable,  d5;  gravel,  etc.,  8.    Stomach  full. 
Contents, — ^Nineteen  seeds  of  flowering  dogwood  (Cormcs  florida);  17  seeds  of 
bay-berry  (Myrica  cerifera);  bits  of  shell  of  chestnuts  and  large  amount 
of  chestnut  "meat;"  8  vertebrae  and  other  small  bones  of  a  small  fish; 
minute  bits  of  the  shell  of  insects;  little  sand  and  gravel. 
1439.     Essex  Junction,  Vt.    October  3,  1885;  10  a.  m.    Charles  A.  Davis. 

Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  10;  gravel,  etc.,  89.    Stomach  nearly 

empty. 
Contents. — Skin  and  pulp  of  a  single  fruit,  perhaps  a  grape,  but  no  seeds;  large 
quantity  of  sand  and  gravel;  minute  fragments  of  the  luurd  parts  of  in- 

1444.    Winfield,  N.  Y.    October  4,  1885;  10  a.  ra.    O.  P.  Hitchings. 

Animal  matter,  5  per  cent . ;  vegetable,  5 ;  gravel,  etc. ,  85 :  indetermin- 
ate, 5. 

Contents. — ^A  few  bits  of  oats  and  perhaps  other  grain;  a  mixture  of  finely 
pulverized  v^etable  and  mineral  matter,  forming  a  fine  black  mud;  a 
targe  amount  of  sand  and  pebbles;  a  few  fr^igments  of  insects. 
2564.    Female.    Broadway,  Queens  County,  N.Y.    October  16,  1886;  noon.    Wil- 
liam Dutcher.  . 

Animal  matter,  18  per  cent.;  vegetable,  75;  gravel,  etc.,  7.  Stomach  well 
filled. 

Contents. — ^Remains  of  acorns  or  chestnuts;  remain^  of  insects;  gravel,  includ- 
ing many  bits  of  shell. 
1141.    Adult.    Smg  Sing,  N.  Y.    October  18, 1885.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  10  ner  cent.;  vegetable,  75;  gravel,  etc.,  10;  indeterminate,  5. 
Stomach  well  filled. 

Contents. — Fragments  of  acorns  or  chestnuts;  about  50  seeds  of  jyoison  su- 
mach; remains  of  various  insects;  skins  and  pulp  of  a  few  beorriee. 
1515.    Watkins,  N.  Y.     October  20,  1885;  8.45  a.  m.     H.  C.  Griswold. 

Animal  matter,  25  per  cent.;  vegetable,  25;  gravel,  etc.,  50.  Stomach  about 
half  full. 

Contents. — Fragments  of  seeds,  one  of  which  appears  to  be  that  of  a  squash  or 
melon;  a  little  imidentiflable  v^etable  matter;  remains  of  insects;  sand 
and  gravel. 
8940.    Male.    Rockville,  Conn.    October  22,  1886.    H.K.James. 

Animal  matter,  60  per  cent.;  vegetable,  85;  gravel,  etc.,  5.    Stomach  full. 

Contents. — Remains  of  some  large  seed,  possibly  com  or  beans  of  some  kind; 
large  quantity  of  insect  remains,  mamly  grasshoppers;  small  quantity  of 
gravel,  mostly  bits  of  quartz,  but  one  fair-sized  garnet. 
4080.    Male.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    October  22, 1886;  noon.    C.  C.  Hanmer. 

Animal  matter,  2  per  cent;  vegetable,  96;  gravel,  etc.,  2.    Stomach  full. 

Contents. — Remains  of  acorns  or  chestnuts  almost  entirely,  and  mainly  with- 
out any  Wts  of  shell;  a  small  amoimt  of  insect  fr^ments  in  very  small 
bits;  a  few  pieces  of  charcoal,  and  a  very  little  sand. 
1460.    Male.    Redford,  Mich.    October  26,  1885;  7  a.  m.    (Killed  ot-er  corn-field.) 
William  J.  Muldragh. 

Animal  matter,  0  per  cent.;  vegetable,  99;  gravel,  etc.,  1.  Stomach  about 
half  full. 

Contents. — Mainly  fragments  of  the  pulp  or  flesh  of  some  nut  or  berry,  pos- 
sibly acorns;  2  gra,j)e  seeds;  3  small  pebbles,  no  sand;  no  insect  reinains; 
no  traces  of  com. 
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1301.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    October  80,  1835;  4  p.  m.    Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam. 
Animal  matter,  trace;  vegetable,  89  per  cent.;  gravel,  etc.,  5;  indeterminate,  5. 

Stomach  well  filled. 
Contents, — Twenty  or  thirty  kernels  of  com  in  fra^ents;  21  stones  of  flow- 
ering dogwood  (Comusflorida);  125  seeds  of  poison  ivy;  sand  and  gravel, 
and  what  appears  to  be  fine  mud;  no  trace  oi  insect  remains. 
1202.    Female.    Washington,  D.  C.    October  30, 1885, 4p.  m.    Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam. 
Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  94;  gravel,  etc.,  5.    Stomach  fiilL 
Contend. -7-About  40  seeds  of  Virginia  creeper  {Ampelopsia  quinguefolia); 
about  50  seeds  of  grapes  (Vitis),  at  least  2  species;  about  20  seeds  of  ^ison 
ivy,  1  of  poison  sumach,  and  80  more  unidentified;  pulps  and  skins  of 
grapes  and  other  fruit;  bits  of  sea-weed,  grass,  and  unrecognizable  veg- 
etable matter;  a  few  bit^  of  insects ;  sand,  gravel,  2  or  8  bits  of  molludc 
shell,  and  single,  worn  claw  of  crayfish. 
1250.    Female.  Washington,  D.  0.     November   14, 1885;  11.80  a.  m.    Dr.  A.  K. 
Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  8  per  cent.';  vegetable,  90;  gravel,  etc,  2.    Stomach  fnU. 
Contents, — Nine  seeds  of  Virginia  creeper  {Ampelopsis);  12  stones  of  flower- 
ing dc^wood  {Cortms  florida);  fra^ents  of  about  5  kernels  of  com;  a 
"^  few  hairs  of  a  small  mammal  (probably  mouse);  1  very  small  gasteropod 

shell;  bones  of  the  head  of  a  small  nsh;  minute  fragments  of  one  in- 

2801.    Adult.    Washington,  D.  C.    November  7, 1886;  4.80  p.  m.  H.  W.  Henshaw. 
Animal  matter,  10  per  cent.;  vegetable,  65;  gravel,  etc.,  20;  indeterminate,  5. 

Stomach  full. 
Contents, — ^Remains  of  acorns,  chestnuts,  and  perhaps  other  seeds;  a  single 
grape  seed,  and  some  hulls  of  com  or  other  grain,  with  much  fine  vegft- 
table  matter  like  saw-dust;  a  considerable  amount  of  sand  and  graveJ; 
remains  (fine)  of  many  insects. 
1709.    Male.    Calhoun,  Ga.    November  28,  1885.    R.  Windsor  Smitli. 
Animal  matter,  75  per  cent.;  vegetable,  10;  gravel,  etc.,  15. 
Contents.— Twenty-tour  seeds  of  poisoa  ivy;  a  small  snake,  8  inched  or  more 
in  length;  a  small  snail  {Helix);  1  very  large  spider ;  remains  of  many  in- 
sects, constituting  almost  40  per  cent,  of  entire  stomach  contents;  4  or  5 
,  pebbles  of  the  size  of  kernels  of  corn,  and  some  sand;  a  very  little  unde- 

termined v^etable  matter. 
1518.     Male.  Watkins,  N.  Y,    December  15,  1885;  4  p.  m.    H.  C.  Griswold. 

Animal  matter,  12  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  68;  gravel,  etc. ,  25.    Stomach  fuU. 

Contents, — Remains  of  com,  acorns,  or  chestnuts;  some  other  seeds  too  much 

comminuted  to  determine ;  numerous  insect  remains;  large  quantity  of 

gravel. 

4600.    Male.    Rockaway  Beach,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  December  17, 1885.    Jonathan 

Dwight,  jr. 

Animal  matter,  95  per  cent.;  vegetable,  0;  gravel,  etc., 5.   Stomach  nearly 

empty. 
Con/enrs.— The  animal  matter  of  one  or  more  shell-fish  (apparently  a  mussel 
and  a  barnacle,  as  bits  of  shell  belonging  to  these  are  also  contained);  a 
very  little  sand;  no  insects. 
1269.    Female.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  2,  1885;  4  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  75;  gravel,  etc.,  20;  indeterminate,  4. 
Contents, — Fragments  of  1  or  2  acorns  or  chestnuts;  large  quantities  of  the 
•*  skin  "  or  hulls  of  grain,  apparently  of  kernels  of  com;  80  seeds  of 
poison  ivy;  large  amount  of  sand  ana  gravel;  some  vegetable  fiber  and 
mud;  numerous  but  small  fragments  of  the  hard  pai-ts  oi  insects. 

1297.  Female.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  17,  1885;  found  dead.    Dr.  A.K. 

Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  90  x)er  cent.;  vegetable,  2;  gravel,  etc.,  8.  Stomach  about 
one-fourth  full. 

Contents, — One  cocoon  of  some  insect,  and  2  smaller  cocoons,  or  egg-bags  of 
spider;  12  or  15  small  fragments  of  much-worn  bone,  perliaps  taken  sA 
*' gravel;"  a  few  bits  of  vegetable  membrane,  apparently  epidermis  of 
some  grain;  a  very  small  amount  of  sand  and  gravel. 

1298.  Washington,  D.  C.    December  17, 1885;  found  wounded.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Ajiimal  matter,  5  per  cent.;  vegetable,  85;  gravel, etc.,  8;  indeterminate,  2. 
Contents, — Remains  of  8  or  4  kernels  of  com  and  the  hulls  of  many  more;  90 

to  100  seeds  of  common  sumach,  apparently  Rlius  glabra;  fragments  of 
insects;  gravel  and  eond;  about  2  per  cent,  of  fine  mud-like  material,  not 
determined. 
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1299.    Female.    Washington,  D.C.  December  19,  1885;  4-5 p.m.  Dr.  A. K. Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  80;  gravel,  etc.,  19.    Stomach  well 

fiUed. 
Contents, — Seven  seeds  of  harmless  sumach;  a  large  amount  of  vegetable 
matter,  part  of  which  may  be  bits  of  com,  acorns,  etc.,  but  the  bulk 
seems  more  like  sea- weed;  a  few  fragments  of  the  hard  mrts  of  insects; 
a  large  amount  of  gravel  and  fine  sand,  with  3  or  8  bits  or  shell. 
1800.    Male.     Washington,  D.C.    December  19,  1885;  4-5  p.m.    Dr.  A.K.Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  0  per  cent.;  vegetable,  90;  gravel,  etc.,  10.    Stomach  well 
.   *      filled. 
Contents. — ^Fragments  of  corn;  75  seeds  of  poison  ivy;  60  seeds  of  common 
sumach  and  1  seed  of  grape;  gravel  and  bits  of  coal  and  brick;   no  in- 
sect remains. 
1301.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  19, 1885  :  4r-5  p.m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  trace;  vegetable,  75  per  cent. ;  gravel,  etc.,  24.    Stomach  well 

filled. 

Contents, — "  Mast "  (ie.,  acorns,  chestnuts,  and  similar  material),  and  large 

quantities  of  the  epidermis  of  some  grain,  perhaps  com;  68  seeds  of  poison 

ivy;  large  amount  of  sand,  gravel,  etc.;  minute  fragments  of  insects. 

1802.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  19, 1886;  4-5  p.m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  85;  gravel,  etc.,  14.    Stomach  well 

fiUed. 
Contents, — Fragments  of  many  kernels  of  com,  and  two  entire  kernels;  about 
15  seeds  of  common  sumach;  30  seeds  of  poison  ivr;  sand,  gravel,  and  5 
or  6  good-sized  bits  of  mother-of-pearl;  a  few  small  fragments  of  insects, 
and  one  insect  nearly  entire. 
1308.    Female.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  19, 1885;  4r-5  p.m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter  1  percent.;  vegetable, 94;  gravel,  etc.  5.     Stomach weU filled. 
Contents, — About  20  whole  kernels  of  corn,  and  fragments  of  as  many  more; 
7  seeds  of  grape;  about  60  seeds  of  common  sumach;  5  seeds  of  poison 
ivy;  gravel,  coal,  and  sand;  a  few  remains  of  insects. 
1804.    Male.     Washington,  D.  C.    December  19,  1885;  4-5  p.m.     Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  5  per  cent.;  vegetable,  70;  gravel,  etc., 25.    Stomach  about 

two-thirds  full. 
Contents, — ^About  10  entire  kernels  of  corn  (without  skins),  and  as  much 
more  in  fragments;  2  seeds  of  poison  ivy;  gravel,  and  bits  of  coal;  about 
5  per  cent,  of  insect  remains. 
1311.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  23, 1885;  4-5  p.m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  10  per  cent.;  vegetable,  60;  gravel,  etc.,  30.    Stomach  full. 
Contents. — Particles  of  wheat  or  com,  3  or  4  kernels  in  all;  100  seeds  of  com- 
mon sumach;  remains  of  sea- weeds  and  other  vegetable  matter;  remains 
of  a  few  small  crustaceans  (perhaps  isopods);  fragments  of  mussel  shell 
with  parts  of  the  mussel  attached;  minute  pieces  of  insects;  considerable 
sand,  and  many  pebbles. 
1313.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  23,  1885;  4-5  p.m.    Dr.  A.K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  40  per  cent.;  vegetable,  50;  gravel,  etc.,  10.    Stomach  full. 
Contents. — One  kernel  of  corn  nearly  entire,  pieces  of  several  more,  and  a 
large  amount  of  hulls  and  other  vegetable  debris;  20  or  25  seeds  of  harm- 
less sumach,  apparently  of  two  species;  remains  of  a  small  crab  or  cray- 
fish; 10  or  12  small  bones  of  a  fish;  numerous  remains  of  insects  (grass- 
hopper legs,  etc.),  and  pieces  of  myriapods;  sand,  gravel,  and  pebbles, 
with  1  or  2  bits  of  shell. 

1313.  Male.    Washmgton,  D.  C.    December  23,  1885;  4-5  p.m.    H.  W.  Henshaw. 
Animal  matter,  1  percent.;  vegetable,  15;  gravel, etc.,  70;  indeterminate,  14. 

Stomach  full. 
Contents. — Seeds  and  gravel  mainly,  with  a  little  mud  and  fine  vegetable  ref- 
use; traces  of  insects  in  addition  to  2  or  3  small  beetles  entire;  about 
forty  seeds  of  common  sumach,  and  about  80  of  poison  ivv;  a  few  small 
bits  of  some  grain,  in  all  equal  to  about  two  kernels  of  wheat.  Among 
the  gravel  was  a  small,  worn,  crayfish  claw. 

1314.  Male.  Washington,  D.  C.  December  23, 1885;  4-5  p.  m.  H.  W.  Henshaw. 
Animal  matter,  10  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  00;  gravel,  etc.,  30.  Stomach  full. 
Contents. — Pieces  of  corn,  perlmps  4  or  5  kernels  in  all;  bits  of  grass,  hiiUs, 

vegetable  fiber  of  various  kinos,  and  considerable  fine  "mud,  apparently 
all  vegetable;  6  or  8  pieces  of  the  carapace  of  a  crayfish;  fragments  of 
mussel  shell  (Uniof);  many  small  bones  of  common  mouse  (mus  mus- 
culus)y  with  some  of  the  teeth;  many  fragments  of  insects,  much  com- 
minuted; sand,  gravel,  charcoal,  and  one  or  two  imperfect  snail  shells. 
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1815.  Male.    Wasliington,  D.  C.    December  28, 1885;  4-5  p.m.    H.  W.  Henshaw. 
Animftl  matter,  1  per  cent;  vegetable,  97;  gravel,  etc.,  2.    Stomach  well 

filled. 
Contents, — Mainly  kernels  of  corn  whole  or  in  fragments,  and  the  hulls  of 
same;  bits  of  the  shell  of  acorns  and  a  few  bits  of  the  kernel  of  same;  4 
seeds  of  poison  ivy;  1  seed  of  bind- weed,  {Polygonum?)',  about  100  very 
small,  black  seeds;  a  very  few  fragments  of  insects;  a  very  little  gravel 
or  sand. 

1816.  Female.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  28, 1885;  4-5  p.m.    H.  W.  Henshaw. 
Animal  matter,  3  percent.;  vegetable,  72;  gravel,  etc.,  25.    Stomacl]^  about 

half  full. 
Contents, — ^A  few  bits  of  com  and  hulls  of  same;  pieces  of  grass  and  verv 
fine  vegetable  debris,  part  of  it  apparently  the  shell  of  some  bony  seed; 
4  or  5  small  beetles,  and  minute  portions  of  hard  parts  of  others;  sand 
and  gravel;  small  tuft  of  mammal's  hair,  probably  of  cat  or  dog:  frag- 
mente  of  one  or  more  legs  of  crayfish;  eight  or  ten  kernels  of  wild  ^ice 
(Zizania  aquatica)]  2  unknown  seeds. 

1817.  ti'emale.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  23, 1885;  4r-5  p.  m.    H.W.  Henshaw. 
Animal  matter,  2  per  cent.;  vegetable,  83;  gravel,  etc.,  15.    Stomach  about 

three-fourths  full. 

Contents. — Mainly  pieces  of  com  and  hulls  of  same;  123  seeds  of  poison  ivy; 
a  httle  fine  vegetable  matter  not  determined;  minute  pieces  of  the  hard 
parts  of  insects;  gravel  and  fine  sand  form  about  15  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  contents. 
2528.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  25, 1886.    F.  A.  Lucas. 

Animal  matter,  5  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  50;  gravel,  etc.,  25;  indeterminate,  20. 
Stomach  well  filled. 

Contents. — Remains  of  acorns,  chestnuts,  and  similar  material,  in  small  pieces; 
about  20  per  cent,  of  otlier  vegetable  material,  similar  in  color,  but  like 
fine  mud,  and  probably  part  vegetable  and  jiart  sand;  bones  of  a  small 
fish,  forming  4  or  5  per  cent,  of  contents;  a  single  leg  of  some  insect,  and 
2  or  3  other  minute  insect  fragments;  gravel,  consisting  mainly  of  mother- 
of-pearl  and  fine  sand. 
4117.    Female.    East  Hartford,  Conn.    December  15, 1886;  10  a.  m.    C.  C.  Hanmer. 

Animal  matter,  15 per  cent.;  vegetable,  60;  gravel,  etc.,  20;  indeterminate,  5. 
Stomach  well  nlled. 

Contents. — Remains  of  acorns,  both  shells  and  **  meat;'*  a  few  bits  of  thorn- 
apple  (Cratcegus ),  but  no  seeds;  bits  of  grass  and  finely  divided  vegetable 
matter ;  a  considerable  amount  of  fine,  dark  hair,  probably  of  mouse ; 
perhaps  5  per  cent,  of  insect  remains;  a  large  amount  of  pebbles  and 
sand;  about  5  per  cent,  of  fine  **mud"  not  determined. 


RESULTS  IN  DETAIL  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  STOMACHS  OF  THE 
FISH  CROW  {CORVUS  OSSIFRAGUS). 


Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    March  16,  1886;  4  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  5  per  cent;  vegetable,  93;  gravel,  etc.,  2.    Stomach  full. 

Contents, — Eleven  seeds  of  cat-brier  {Smilax  glatu^);  2  seeds  of  sour  gum 
{Nyssa  multiflora);  a  few  bits  of  corn  and  many  hulls,  together  with  other 
fibrous  vegetable  matter;  2  small  masses  of  animal  fiber,  apparently  flesh 
of  some  mammal;  single  feather,  probably  of  chicken;  a  very  little  sand, 
etc. ;  no  insect  remains. 
1833.    Female.    Washington,  D.  C.    March  16,  1886;  4  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  10  per  cent.;  vegetable,  88;  gravel,  etc.,  2.  Stomach  about 
half  full. 

Contents. — Two  or  three  kernels  of  com,  and  hulls  of  more,  with  some  other 
vegetable  matter;  bone  of  some  mammal  (probably  taken  with  gravel);  2 
or  8  feathers,  kind  not  determined;  among  the  gravel  was  a  bit  of  shell 
(of  XJniof)  and  several  bits  of  egg-shell  (hen's) ;  no  insects. 
1334.     Female.     Washington,  D.  C.     March  16,  1886;  4  p.  m.     Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  98  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  trace;  gravel,  etc. ,  2.  Stomach  about 
one-third  full. 

Contents, — A  mass  of  meat  and  sinews,  doubtless  carrion;  a  very  few  small 
bits  of  coal  and  sand,  and  one  or  two  bits  of  egg-shell  (hen's);  a  very  few 
vegetable  fibers,  perhaps  of  grass;  no  insects. 
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1335.  Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    March  16, 1886;  4  p.  m.     Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 
Animal  matter,  75  per  cent.;  vegetable,  5;  gravel,  etc.,  30.    Stomach  about 

one-third  full. 
Contents. — Shreds  of  meat,  and  strips  and  small  sheets  of  animal  membrane, 
not  identifiable,  doubtless  carrion;  a  few  bits  of  grass  and  woody  fiber; 
particles  of  sand  and  pebbles,  and  numerous  small  pieces  of  egg-shell 
(hen's),  together  with  nragments  of  a  mussel  shell  (Unto  f),  and  2  small 
bones,  apparently  mammalian,  but  discolored  and  probably  taken  as 
gravel;  no  insects. 

1336.  Wasliington,  D.  C.     March  16,  1886;  4  p.  m.     Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  5  per  cent.;  vegetable,  75;  gravel,  etc.,  5;  indeterminate,  15. 
Stomach  about  half  full. 

Contents, — ^Mainly  remnants  of  oats  with  the  hulls,  and  com  in  fine  pieces;  a 
little  meat  fiber;  a  few  downy  feathers;  3  or  4  unknown  seeds;  some  sand 
and  gravel  and  bits  of  egg-shell  (hen^s);  no  insects. 
657.    Female,  immature.    Sing  Smg,  N.  Y.    September  10, 1885;  6.30  a.  m.    Dr. 
A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  0;  vegetable,  100.    Stomach  half  full. 

Contents, — Fragments  of  oats,  pieces  of  acorns  or  chestnuts;  unrecognizable 
vegetable  matter;  no  traces  of  animal  food, 
2529.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C,  November  1,  1886.    F.  A.  Lucas. 

Animal  matter,  10  per  cent.;  vegetable,  90;  gravel,  etc.,  0.  Stomach  about 
two-thirds  full. 

Contents, — Seeds,  pulp,  and  skins  of  about  20  poke-berries  {Phytolacca  deoan- 
dra);  remains  of  two  or  three  grasshoppers,  and  perhaps  other  insects; 
no  gravel. 
2284.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C,  November  1, 1886;  8  p.  m.    F.  A.  Lucas. 

Animal  matter,  65  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  80;  gravel,  etc. ,  5.  Stomach  well  filled. 

Contents. — Five  grape  seeds,  pieces  of  grape  skins,  many  fragments  of  grass- 
hoppers (and  other  insects  ?),  a  little  sand,  bits  of  egg-shell,  one  scale  from 
shell  of  a  tortoise,  probably  all  taken  as  nravel. 
2802.    Female.    Washington,  D.  C,  November  7, 1886;  4.30p.  m.    H.  W.  Henshaw. 

Animal  matter,  85  per  cent. ;  vegetable,  65 ;  gravel ,  etc. ,  0.   Stomach  well  filled. 

Confenfs.— Seeds  and  skins  of  about  20  small  grapes,  apparently  **  frost 

grapes"  {Vitis  cordifolia);  about  130  seeds  of  poke-herry  {Phytolacca); 

Heads,  wings,  and  le^  of  several  grasshoppers;  no  gravel  or  sand  except 

one  small  piece  of  mica. 

2588.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C. ,  November .19, 1886;  9.30  a.  m.    William  Dutcher. 

Animal  matter,  50  per  cent.;  vegetable,  50;  gravel,  etc.,  0.  Stomach  nearly 
empty. 

Contents. — Three  seeds  of  poke-berry  and  one  or  more  skins  of  same;  8  seeds 
ot  red  cedax  {Juniperus  virginiana);  no  insect  remains;  no  gravel. 
1310.    Male.    Washington,  D.  C.    December  28, 1885;  4-5  p.  m.    Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher. 

Animal  matter,  1  per  cent.;  vegetable,  96;  gravel,  etc.,  3.    Stomach  about 

half  full. 
Contents. — ^Two  or  three  grains  of  wheat,  and  many  fragments  of  this  or 
other  grain;  2  seeds  of  Virginia  juniper;  many  fragments  of  some  black, 
bon]r  seed,  looking  much  like  ground  coffee;  2  or  3  small  **  pin  feathers  " 
still  inclosed  in  the  sheath  except  at  tip;  many  small  fragments  of  egg- 
shell (hen's);  a  very  little  sand,  and  1  bit  of  stone;  no  trace  of  insect 
remains. 
1318.    Female.    Washington,  D.  C.   December  25, 1885;  4-5 p.  m.     Dr.  A.  K.  I'isher. 

Animal  matter,  50  per  cent.;  vej^etable,  50;  gravely  etc.,  0. 

Contents. —Meat  (probably  carrion);  8  seeds  of  sour  gum  {Nyssa  multiflora); 
4  seeds  of  fiowering  dogwood,  1  seed  of  grape,  5  seeds  of  liackberry  {Celtis 
occidentalis),  2  unknown  seeds;  no  gravel  or  insect  remains. 

THE  ROSE-BREASTED  GROSBEAK 
{Hdbia  ludoviciana). 

AN  ENEMY  TO  THB  COLORADO  BEETLE  OR  POTATO  BUG. 

As  early  as  1873  Mr.  Henry  H.  Mapes  noted  the  fact  that  the  Rose- 
breasted  Grosbeak  fed  freely  on  potato  bugs  near  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
{Am.  Naturalist,  vn,  493).    In  the  same  journal,  in  1875,  W.  F. 
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Bundy  made  the  following  statement  with  regard  to  this  habit  of 
the  Grosbeak  at  Jeflferson,  vVis. : 

I  noticed  last  siuniner  that  great  numbers  of  the  Ck>lorado  potato  beetle  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  Bose-breasted  Grosbeaks.  The  farmers  hold  these  birds  in  ereat  favor, 
and  are  very  careful  to  prevent  their  destruction.  They  were  so  abundant  in  this 
region  last  summer  as  to  hold  in  check  the  vast  army  of  these  ravag^:^  of  the  potato 
crop.    (Am.  Naturalist,  ix,  p.  375. ) 

Since  this  time  the  habit  has  been  noticed  repeatedly  throughout 
the  country,  and  in  1885  reports  of  this  kind  were  received  at  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  from  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York. 

In  1886  Prof.  F.  E.  L.  Beal,  formerly  of  Ames,  Iowa,  wrote  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  feeds  upon  the  Ck>lorado  potato  beetle  in  all  its  stages. 
I  observed  this  habit  in  central  Iowa,  and  noticed  that  each  year  it  became  more 

feneral,  the  birds  of  this  species  seeking  the  potato-field  more  and  more  each  season, 
observed  one  small  field  near  my  house  that  was  much  infested  with  the  beetles, 
but  the  birds  foimdit,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  searched  the  field  but  could  not  dis- 
cover a  single  beetle,  yoimg  or  old. 

From  many  reports  received  since,  we  select  the  following: 
From  M.  R.  Steele,  Decorah,  Iowa: 

As  the  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  raises  only  one  brood,  and  devours  many  Colorado 
potato  bugs,  which  many  other  birds  do  not  eat,  it  deserves  special  encouragement. 
Fanners  know  its  value. 

From  George  H.  Selover,  Lake  City,  Minn. : 

The  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  is  thought,  and  with  reason,  too,  to  be  beneficial  on 
account  of  its  destroying  the  potato  bug.  It  is  the  only  bird  I  have  observed  that 
would'  come  imder  this  head.  It  destroys  the  common  potato  bug[  very  extensively; 
BO  extensively,  in  fact,  as  to  deserve  the  name  of  "  Potato-bug  bird  "  given  it  in  so 
many  localities. 

From  E.  M.  Hancock,  Wankon,  Iowa: 

The  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  has  more  than  made  amends  for  its  pea-stealing  by 
its  determined  warfare  upon  the  CJolorado  potato  beetle,  helping  very  materially  tJa 
keep  down  this  pest. 

From  Orville  L.  Larkin,  East  Otto,  N.  Y. : 

I  have  been  observing  the  habits  of  the  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  and  would  say 
that  it  is  a  decided  enemy  of  the  Ck)lorado  beetle,  devouring  both  the  larva  and  the 
mature  beetle,  diucking  the  wings  off  from  the  latter  much  as  the  canary  does  the 
hulls  from  bird  seed. 

From  B.  T.  Gault,  Chicago,  111.: 

The  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  may  be  regarded  as  the  farmer's  friend  on  account 
of  its  fondness  for  the  Ck>lorado  potato  beetle  and  chinch-bug. 

These  reports  show  that  this  bird  already  is  a  valuable  friend  of 
the  farmer  and  is  deserving  of  the  most  careful  protection  and  en- 
couragement. The  little  harm  which  it  is  known  to  do — solely  the 
destruction  of  a  few  peas,  small  fruits,  and  buds  or  blossoms— is 
trifling  in  comparison  with  the  value  of  its  services  in  the  potato- 
field.  Moreover  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all  our  native  birds, 
and  in  addition  to  its  striking  plumage  has  a  pleasant  warbling  song 
which  is  constantly  heard  during  the  nesting  season. 

In  some  of  our  smaller  Eastern  cities  this  species  nests  freely  in  the 
shade  trees  and  hedges  along  the  streets,  as  well  as  in  the  gardens  and 
orchards  about  the  houses;  and  doubtless  in  most  cases  all  that  is 
needed  in  order  to  secure  its  presence  more  generally  is  the  provision 
of  suitable  trees  and  shrubbery  for  nests,  and  the  assurance  that  its 
young  and  eggs  will  not  be  molested. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 
EXPERIMENT  STATIONS. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  of  the  Office  of  Experi- 
ment Stations. 

As  the  office  was  not  organized  until  October  its  organization,  pre- 
liminary work,  and  plans  thus  far  made  are  all  that  can  be  reported 
upon  at  this  date. 
Respectfully, 

W.  O.  Atwater, 

Director. 
Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman, 

Co7nmiss^ioner  of  Agriculht/re. 


BSTABLISHMBNT  AND  F^PST  WORK  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  EXPERIMENT 

STATIONS. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  to  the  President 
has  statea  briefly  the  occasion  for  the  establishment  of  this  office,  the 
legislation  regarding  it,  and  the  duties  it  is  properly  called  upon  to 
perform. 

The  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  was  established  October  1, 1888. 
Its  work  thus  far  has  been  mainly  that  of  organization  and  the  col- 
lection of  material  to  be  used  in  future  publications.  At  the  outset 
it  put  itself  in  communication  with  the  colleges  and  stations  through- 
out the  country.  One  of  the  first  things  done  was  the  preparation  of 
an  address  list  of  the  stations,  containing  the  legal  name  of  each,  the 
name  and  titles  of  its  director,  its  location,  ana. post-office  address. 
As  many  of  the  stations  were  but  recently  organized,  this  list  could 
not  be  made  sufficiently  accurate  for  publication  imtil  after  the  con- 
siderable delay  occasioned  by  the  passage  of  numerous  letters  to  and 
fro  between  the  office  and  the  widely  scattered  stations.  This  ad- 
dress list  has  been  supplemented  by  an  organization  list,  containing, 
in  addition,  the  name  of  the  college  with  which  each  station  was  con- 
nected, the  name  and  title  of  the  president  or  other  chief  officer  of 
the  college,  the  legal  designation  and  constitution  of  the  governing 
board,  with  the  name  of  each  member,  and  the  name,  title,  and  -vyork 
of  each  member  of  the  station  staff. 

The  office  has  begim  a  library  of  station  publications,  which  it 
hopes  to  make  not  only  a  complete  collection  of  all  the  publications 
of  the  stations  organized  under  national  authority,  but  also  of  all 
those  issued  by  the  stations  previously  established  in  the  United 
States.    A  card  catalogue  of  the  library  is  kept  up  to  date.    Steps 
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have  also  been  taken  toward -the  collection  of  a  general  library  for 
the  use  of  the  office. 

October  13,  a  circular  was  sent  out  to  agricultural  colleges  and  ex- 
periment stations,  asking  for  information  concerning  the  organiza- 
tion, board  of  management,  faculty  or  working  force,  courses  of 
study  or  methods  of  work,  experimental  investigations,  equipment, 
revenue,  means  for  publishing  results  and  disseminating  informa- 
tion, history,  peculiarities,  andtendencies  of  each.  The  information 
obtained  in  response  to  this  circular  and  by  an  extensive  supple- 
mentary correspondence  is  being  incorporated  in  a  report  on  agri- 
cultural science  and  education  in  the  United  States  for  the  coming 
Paris  Exposition.  A  considerable  number  of  photographs  illustrat- 
ing the  buildings,  apparatus,  farms,  live-stock,  etc.,  of  ^  various  col- 
leges and  stations  have  been  collected  to  form  an  exhibit  at  the  same 
exposition. 

Data  regarding  the  history  of  the  general  movement  for  the  pro- 
motion of  agricultural  science  and  education  in  the  United  States 
have  also  been  collected.  A  brief  outline  of  this  history  will  be 
published  in  the  Paris  Exposition  report.  It  is  expected  that  the 
work  thus  far  done  in  this  direction  will  be  the  basis  for  a  more  ade- 
quate history  of  this  movement,  to  be  published  by  the  office  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

PUBLICATIONS  CONTEMPLATED. 

Just  what  publications  will  best  meet  the  needs  of  the  stations  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  convey  the  fruits  of  their  work  to  the 
public  whom  they  are  intended  to  serve,  experience  must  decide. 

Bulletins  of  two  classes  are  now  being  planned.  In  those  of  the 
one  class,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  called  *^  farmers'  bulletins^"  it  is 
the  purpose  to  collate  the  results  of  station  work  bearing  upon  spe- 
cial topics  and  the  teachings  of  other  research,  and  put  the  whole 
into  a  form  so  plain  that  the  intelligent  farmer  will  understand  it, 
so  brief  that  he  will  read  it  through,  and  so  practical  that  he  will 
take  it  to  heart.  Thus,  while  each  station  is  distributing  its  own  re- 
sults to  the  farmers  of  its  own  State,  this  instrumentalfty  will  help 
the  several  stations  to  be  serviceable  to  the  agriculture  of  the  whole 
country.  The  bulletins  of  the  other  class,  which  may,  "with  like 
propriety,  be  called  "experiment-station  bulletins,"  will  be  intended 
more  especially  for  station  workers  and  others  interested  in  the  more 
abstract  scientific  matters. 

Bulletins  of  both  these  classes  are  begun.  A  series  of  monographs 
on  special  topics  is  also  contemplated,  m  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee  on  station  work  of  the  Association 
of  American  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations,  pub- 
lished by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  nearly  a  year  ago.  The 
following  passages  are  from  that  report: 

Tliere  is  a  quite  general  call  for  condenBed  statement  of  what  is  heins.  done  by  the 
stations  and  a  niiraDer  wish  to  know  specifically  in  advance  what  the  others  are  pro- 
posing to  do.  The  desire  for  compilation  of  methods  and  results  of  work  already  done 
in  tliis  direction  in  this  coimtry,  and  especially  in  Europe,  is  earnestly,  though  lees 
frequently,  expressed,  and  those  who  are  most  familiar  with  that  worK  are  the  ones 
who  lay  me  most  stress  on  its  being  made  available  to  our  workers,  in  order  that 
they  mav  avoid  useless  repetition  of  work  already  done  and  avail  themselves  of 
what  is  Known  as  to  what  is  most  needed  to  he  done  and  how  to  do  it. 

In  entering  upon  the  study  of  a  given  problem  it  is  essential  to  know  not  only 
what  has  already  been  found  out,  but  in  what  direction  further  inquiry  can  best  tie 
prosecuted  and  what  experience  has  to  say  as  to  the  ways  and  means.    This  is,  at 
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the  bottom,  merelv  the  assertion  of  the  obvious  principle  that  the  first  condition  of 
successful  reeearcn  is  full  knowledge  of  what  has  been  done. 

Some  of  the  problems  proposed  for  study,  especially  those  in  the  newer  States 
and  Territories,  are  comparatively  new,  but  the  majority  are  of  essentially  the  same 
kinds  that  have  been  enlacing  the  attention  of  experimenters  for  many  years.  Such 
axe  those  connected  witn  Sie  chemistry  and  physics  of  the  atmosphere  and  soil;  the 
exhaustion  of  the  soil  and  the  restoration  of  its  fertility  by  tillage  and  manures;  the 
composition  of  plants  and  their  adaptation  to  different  localities  and  conditions;  the 
feedmg  of  animals,  the  production  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  and  other  matters 
connected  with  the  dairy;  the  diseases  of  plants  and  animals,  fruit  culture,  and 
numerous  other  subjects.  To  one  familiar  with  the  history  of  this  sort  of  research 
it  is  interesting  to  note  how  many  of  the  problems  suggested  for  study  by  the  differ- 
ent stations  are  nearly  or  quite  identical  with  those  with  which  work  of  the  experi- 
ment stations  was  begim  when  the  first  ones  were  founded  over  thirty  years  ago, 
and  how  large  a  proportion  are  in  fact  the  same  that  have  been  the  object  of  tne 
bulk  of  the  study  of  these  and  other  institutions  of  research  in  this  country,  in  Eng- 
land, and  to  a  far  larger  extent  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  for  half  a  century. 

A  large  number  of  the  stations  will  necessarily  labor  under  the  disadvantage  of 
inexperience.  In  other  cotmtries  the  growth  of 'experiment  stations  has  been  grad- 
ual, and  new  ones  have  been  established  no  faster  than  skilled  experts  were  ready 
to  faaan  them;  but  in  this  country  the  enterprise  is  being  enlarged  suddenly  and  to  an 
extent  previously  unheard  of.  The  difficulties  which  the  newer  stations  have  to 
meet  from  this  source  are  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  nearly  all  ot  the  accumulated 
experience  is  recorded  in  foreign  literature,  and  accessible  only  to  those  who  have 
at  nand  the  great  accumulation  of  journals  and  other  publications  in  wliich  the 
results  of  earner  and  later  research  are  set  forth. 

The  committee  are  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  one  of  the  most  useful  services  to 
the  cause  would  consist  in  the  compilation  of  the  main  results  of  this  research  in 
various  special  lines  and  the  putting  of  them  not  only  into  English  but  in  forms 
conveniently  suited  to  the 'use  of  the  American  investigators.  This  service  would 
be  appreciated  as  warmly  by  those  who  have  loni?  endeavored  to  follow  up  the  liter- 
ature and  are  constantly  and  painfully  remind^  of  their  inability  to  keep  them- 
selves well  posted  in  its  details  as  by  those  who  have  paid  less  attention  to  tnem. 

The  form  and  range  which  these  publications  will  most  advan- 
tageously assume  must  of  course  be  decided  by  experience. 

While  the  object  of  such  monographs  would  be  to  give  the  gist  of 
accumulated  experience  upon  specific  topics,  bringing  the  facts  down 
to  the  date  of  preparation,  accounts  of  current  research  are  likewise 
greatly  needed.  In  just  what  way  this  need  will  be  met  it  is  im- 
practicable at  this  date  to  say,  but  the  matter  is  receiving  earnest 
consideration. 

WORK   OF  INVESTIGATION. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  station  work  above  referred  to 
contained  the  following  statements  suggested  by  extensive  corre- 
spondence with  stations: 

Through  the  communications  from  representatives  of  the  stations  above  cited  there 
runs  the  evident  conviction  of  the  importance  of  doing  the  kind  of  work  which 
shall  be  most  directly  useful  to  the  farmer.  The  continued  support  of  the  stations 
will  depend  upon  their  success  not  only  in  meeting  the  wants  of  the  agricultural 
public,  but  making  that  public  feel  that  they  do  so. 

With  reference  to  this  matter  the  committee  venture  two  suggestions.  One  has 
already  been  urged.  It  is  that  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  stations  is  to  teach,  but  to 
teach  only  well-attested  and  useful  facts.  By  publishing  information  in  terse,  simple 
language,  with  appropriate  explanations,  by  attending  farmers'  meetings,  and  de- 
monstrating in  lectures  and  otherwise  the  things  that  farmers  need  and  desire  to 
know;  by  interesting  farmers  in  experimental  work,  and  securing  their  co-opera- 
tion in  carrying  it  out.  In  short,  by  diligent  effort  to  carry  knowledge  to  the  farmer 
and  help  him  with  it,  and  at  the  same  time  help  him  to  help  himself,  the  workers 
in  the  stations  will  both  do  their  duty  and  secure  the  support  they  need.  Such  is 
the  experience  of  experiment  stations  and  agricultural  colleges.  There  is  more  than 
one  of  our  most  succt^ssful  institutions  which  would  not  be  in  existence  to-day  if  it 
had  not  done  a  deal  of  faithful  work  of  this  sort. 
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The  other  is  that,  while  the  stations  are  under  obligations  to  select  for  study  the 
questions  of  immediate  practical  interest,  yet  oftentimes  those  which  on  the  surface 
appear  theoretical  are  at  the  bottom  the  most  practical.  The  seemingly  simplest 
and  most  pressing  problems  reach  down  to  the  prof  oundest  depths  of  abstract  law, 
and  not  infrequently  the  practical  interests  ctf  the  farmer  require  the  theor^cal 
problems  to  be  considered  first,  for  the  same  reason  that  the  foundations  of  a  house 
and  not  the  wall  is  the  first  to  be  built. 

Doubtless  it  is  well  that  the  new  stations  should  go  through  more  or  less  of  the 
same  experience  that  the  older  ones  have,  in  commencing  with  concrete  practical 
questions  and  gradually  working  toward  the  study  of  the  laws  that  underlie  them. 
This  will  involve  loss  of  time,  energy,  and  money,  in  the  sense  that  oftentimes  the 
main  result  of  an  experiment  will  be  to  show  the  need  of  studying  a  problem  that 
lies  beneath  it.  But  this  will  not  be  an  entire  loss,  for  such  experiments  often  bring 
valuable  information  even  if  the  goal  is  not  reached,  and  they  ai*e  means  of  show- 
ing the  constituency  of  tjie  stations  the  need  of  abstract  research.  Indeed  positive 
good  in  many  ways  comes  from  just  such  work  and  experience.  The  vdsdom  con- 
sists in  insuring  the  minimum  of  waste. 

It  is  important  to  know  what  fertilizers  will  be  most  profitable  in  New  Jersey  or 
in  Ohio;  what  forage  plants  will  best  withstand  the  colds  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Dakota;  what  fruits  may  be  successfully  grown  in  Iowa  and  Delaware;  now  cotton 
seed  may  be  advantageously  composted  in  Alabama  or  fed  to  stock  in  Mississippi  or 
Texas.  These  are  local  questions,  and  will  be  solved  mainly  by  practical  tests  made 
•  and  interpreted  in  the  hght  of  the  best  knowledge. 

It  will  help  farmers  to  know  what  are  the  most  economical  rations  wherever  cattle 
are  fed  and  the  best  ways  of  making  butter  and  cheese  wherever  there  is  dairying. 
These  questions  involve  more  of  general  laws  and  are  less  affected  by  local  condi- 
tions. 

But  whether  a  given  problem  is  influenced  more  or  less  by  Ipcal  circumstances,  it 
is  always  controlled  by  general  law.  The  action  of  fertilizers  depends  upon  ths 
chemistry  and  physics'or  the  soil  and  the  pliysiology  of  the  plant;  the  maiking  of 
butter  upon  the  chemical  and  physical  properties  of  milk;  the  production  of  meat 
and  milk  upon  laws  of  nutrition;  and  all  these  properties  and  laws  are  still  very 
iinperfectly  understood. 

Unquestionably  the  stations  ought  to  make  practical  experiments  in  the  study  of 
the  problems  before  them.  But  in  the  long  run,  those  stations  will  do  best  that  plan 
their  work  most  philosophically,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  enterprise  as  a  whole  will 
be  proportioned  to  its  success  in  the  discovering  of  the  laws  that  underlie  the  right 
practice  of  agriculture.  * 

In  brief,  the  ultimate  success  of  the  stations  will  depend  upon  the 
discovery  of  principles.  This  is  'accomplished  only  by  patient,  pro- 
found, costly  research,  no  small  part  of  which  has  to  do  with  the 
finding  out  of  the  best  methods  or  investigation  of  special  problems. 
But  wnile  this  work  is  essential,  the  stations  are  confronted  with  the 
necessity  of  doing  what  will  directly  and  immediately  help  the 
farmer.  The  need  and  value  of  abstract  research  are  not  understood. 
To  show  its  usefulness  and  help  prepare  the  way  for  the  stations  to 
prosecute  it,  and  at  the  same  time  do  some  of  the  things  that  are 
most  immediately  and  pressingly  needed  in  these  directions,  will  be 
one  of  the  important  ways  in  which  the  Department  can  aid  the  ex-' 
periment  station  enterprise. 

GENERAL    STATEMENTS. 

Measures  have  been  undertaken  to  aid  in  the  co-ordinating  of  the 
work  of  the  stations  and  to  facilitate  co-operation  where  that  is  needed. 
These  are  being  very  materially  aided  by  the  action  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  American  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations. 
Of  course  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  phases  of  the  work  of  the 
Department  in  its  connection  with  the  stations,  but  its  successful 
performance  involves  no  little  consultation  with  the  institutions  in- 
terested and  deliberation  in  tlie  laying  of  plans  so  that  the  best  ulti- 
mate results  will  come  from  efforts  which  may  seem  at  first  rather 
tardy  in  their  realization. 
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The  cordial  appreciation  with  which  the  efforts  made  by  this  oflSce 
have  been  received  by  the  stations  and  colleges,  the  reaainess  with 
which  they  have  responded  to  its  requests  for  information,  and  the 
earnestness  with  which  they  have  rallied  to  its  support  are  most  grati- 
fying evidences  of  the  favor  with  which  its  establishment  is  regarded. 
The  number  of  inquiries  for  information  and  requests  for  assistance, 
not  only  from  the  stations  and  colleges  but  from  other  organizations 
and  from  private  individuals  in  this  and  other  countries,  demonstrate 
most  clearly  its  opportunity  for  usefulness. 

The  following  brief  account  of  the  development  of  the  experiment 
station  movement  in  the  United  States,  prepared  by  Dr.  A.  C.  True, 
of  this  oflSce,  from  data  collected  for  the  above-mentioned  report  for 
the  Paris  Exposition,  may  not  be  out  of  place  here: 


ORIGIN  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  AGRICULTURAL  EX- 
PERIMENT STATIONS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

By  A.  C.  True,  Ph.  D. 

In  the  United  States,  as  in  Europe,  the  first  organized  experimental 
work  in  agricultural  science  was  done  in  connection  with  the  higher 
educational  institutions. 

It  is  believed  that  Yale  College  was  the  first  American  institution 
to  officially  recognize  the  claims  of  agricultural  science.  In  184G 
John  P.  Norton  was  appointed  professor  of  agricultural  chemistry 
and  vegetable  and  animal  physiology.  Professor  Norton  began  his 
lectures  in  1847,  and  during  the  five  years  which  intervened  before 
his  death  he  also  wrote  extensively  for  agricultural  journals,  edited 
an  American  edition  of  "  Stevens  on  the  Farm,"  and  published  a 
work  of  his  own  entitled  **  Elements  of  Agriculture.''  After  the 
fund  which  had  been  established  by  the  sale  oi  the  land-scrip  donated 
to  Connecticut  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July  2, 18G5>,  nad  been 
given  to  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  College  in  1863,  a  pro- 
fessor of  agriculture  was  added  to  the  working  force  of  that  institu- 
tion. Samuel  W.  Johnson,  M.  A.,  the  successor  of  Professor  Norton 
as  professor  of  theoretical  and  agricultural  chemistry,  and  William 
H.  Brewer,  Ph.  D.,the  professor  of  agriculture,  have  for  many  years 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  work  for  the  promotion  of  agricult- 
ural science  in  Connecticut  and  elsewhere  m  the  United  States. 
Under  their  direction  experimental  work  for  the  benefit  of  agricult- 
ure was  carried  on  to  a  limited  extent  at  New  Haven  more  than 
twenty  years  ago.  And  it  is  doubtless  safe  to  say  that  "  through 
the  influence  of  the  professors  and  pupils  trained  in  this  school,  more 
than  to  any  other  single  cause,  is  due  the  recognition  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  establishment  of  agricultural  experiment  stations,  lirst 
in  Connecticut  and  subsequently  throughout  the  whole  country." 

In  1870  the  president  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College  began  to  organ- 
ize the  school  of  agriculture  and  horticulture  which  had  been  provided 
for  in  the  will  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Bussey ,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.  Tnis  inter- 
esting document  was  signed  July  30, 1835,  and  was  proved  soon  after 
the  death  of  the  testator  in  1843.  It  bequeathed  half  of  the  income 
of  about  $300,000,  and  200  acres  of  land  in  Roxbury,  to  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  on  condition  that  they  establish  on 
the  farm  "a  course  of  instruction  in  practical  agriculture,  in  useful 
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and  ornamental  gardening,  in  botany,  and  in  such  other  brandies 
of  natural  science  as  may  tend  to  promote  a  knowledge  of  practical 
agriculture  and  the  various  arts  subservient  thereto."  Owing  to 
other  provisions  of  the  will,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  begin  the 
formation  of  the  Bussey  Institution  earlier  than  1870.  In  the  same 
year,  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  Promoting  Ag- 
riculture granted  to  the  corporation  of  Harvard  College  a  consid- 
erable sum  *'for  the  support  of  a  laboratory  and  for  experiments 
in  agricultural  chemistry  to  be  conducted  on  the  Bussey  estate."  The 
laboratory  of  the  new  institution  was  not  ready  for  occupation  until 
the  last  week  in  1871.  As  soon  as  it  was  completed,  however,  agri- 
cultural researches  were  begun  by  F.  H.  Storer,  the  professor  of  ag- 
ricultural chemistry,  and  his  assistants.  The  first  report  of  work  done 
was  presented  to  a  committee  of  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture,  December  3, 1871.  The  experi- 
ments consisted  of  field  tests  of  fertilizers  upon  the  fai  m  of  the 
institution,  and  chemical  analyses  of  commercial  fertilizers.  Other 
interesting  and  valuable  work  was  done  in  the  next  few  years,  but  the 

freat  fire  m  Boston,  in  1872,  and  the  commercial  crisis  of  1873,  com- 
ined  to  cripple  the  institution  financially,  and'  it  has  since  been  able 
to  make  comparatively  few  original  investigations.  Meanwhile, 
agricultural  colleges  had  been  organized  in  a  number  of  the  States. 
Michigan  led  the  way  in  1857,  and  New  York  soon  followed  her  ex- 
ample. After  the  passage  of  the  land-grant  act  in  1862,  Kansas  and 
Massachusetts  were  the  first  States  to  avail  themselves  of  the  national 
gift  by  establishing  agricultural  colleges,  and  thereafter  the  forma- 
tion of  these  institutions  proceeded  with  as  much  rapidity  as  could 
have  been  expected  when  txie  country  was  recovering  from  the  direful 
effects  of  the  civil  war.  Experimental  work  in  agriculture  was  un- 
dertaken in  several  of  these  institutions  soon  after  their  organiza- 
tion. 

The  reports  of  the  successful  and  beneficial  work  done  in  the  Eu- 
ropean experiment  stations  excited  more  and  more  attention  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  more  advanced  leaders  in  agricultural 
pro^'ess  in  this  country  began  to  ask  for  the  establishment  of  similar 
institutions  in  the  United  States.  In  1872,  at  a  convention  of  repre- 
sentatives of  agricultural  colleges  held  in  Washington  in  response 
to  a  call  issued  Dy  the  Commissioner  of  Agricrulture,  the  question  of 
the  establishment  of  experiment  stations  was  discussed,  and  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  in  favor  of  such  institutions  was  adopted  by  the 
convention. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1873,  at  the  winter  meeting  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  Professor  Johnson,  of  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School,  and  Professor  Atwater,  of  Wesleyan 
University,  urged  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  experiment  sta- 
tion in  that  State  after  the  European  pattern.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  expediency  of  such  a  movement,  and  reported 
two  days  later  that  it  was  ''their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  State 
of  Connecticut  ought  to  have  an  experiment  station  as  good  as  can  be 
f oimd  anywhere,  and  that  the  legislature  ought  to  furnish  the  means 
for  its  establishment."  A  permanent  committee  was  then  appointed 
by  the  board  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  public  and 
the  legislature.  This  committee  held  meetings  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  and  the  following  winter  secured  the  introduction  of  a  bill 
for  an  experiment  station,  which,  however,  was  laid  over  until  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature.    Another  year  of  agitation  of  the 
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matter  ensued.  The  project  had  many  warm  and  enthusiastic  friends, 
but,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the  great  mass  of  the  farmers  took 
little  interest  in  the  enterprise.  When  it  had  become  apparent  that 
it  could  not  succeed,  Mr.  Orange  Judd,  the  editor  of  the  American 
Agriculturist,  offered  on  his  own  part  $1,000  to  begin  the  under- 
taKing,  and  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  or  Wesleyan  University  at 
Middletown  the  free  use  of  the  chemical  laboratory  in  the  Orange 
Judd  Hall  of  Natural  Science,  donated  by  him  to  that  institution. 
These  offers  were  made  on  the  condition  that  the  legislature  should 
appropriate  $2,800  per  annum  for  two  years  for  the  work  of  the  sta- 
tion. It  was  thought  that  if  by  these  means  the  work  of  agricult- 
ural experimentation  could  be  actually  begun  the  usefulness  of  the 
enterprise  would  be  so  clearly  demonstrated  that  it  would  speedily 
be  given  more  generous  and  permanent  support.  An  act  making  the 
appropriation  thus  proposed  was  unanimously  passed  and  approved 
July  2,  1875.  Early  in  October  of  the  same  year  a  chemist  was  on 
the  ground,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  two  assistants  were  secured. 
Professor  Atwater  was  made  director,  and  thus  the  first  agricultural 
experiment  station  in  America  was  an  accomplished  fact. 

A  considerable  amount  of  experimental  work,  chiefly  on  commer- 
cial fertilizers,  was  done  with  the  limited  means  at  the  disposal  of 
this  first  American  agricultural  experiment  station.  At  the*  expira- 
tion of  the  two  years  provided  for  in  the  original  bill  the  station 
was  reorganized  under  the  more  direct  control  of  the  State  and  re- 
moved to  New  Haven,  where  it  has  since  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion, first  in  rooms  of  Sheffield  Hall,  free  use  of  which  was  granted 
by  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  and  later  in  buildings  and  grounds 
in  the  suburbs  of  New  Haven,  for  the  purchase  and  improvement  of 
which  the  legislature  provided  $25,000  in  1882. 

The  success  which  attended  this  first  attempt  to  establish  an  organ- 
ized experiment  station  in  the  United  States  was  sufficient  to  attract 
the  attention  of  advanced  agriculturists  throughout  the  country,  and 
March  12,  1877,  the  State  of  North  Carolina  established  a  similar 
station  at  Chapel  Hill  in  connection  with  the  State  University. 

The  Cornell  University  Experiment  Station  was  organized  m  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  by  the  faculty  of  agriculture  of  the  University,  as  a 
voluntary  organization.  Jrom  that  time  until  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  March  2, 1887,  the  work  was  carried  on  by  the 
different  professors  in  time  which  could  be  spared  from  other  studies. 
For  a  part  of  that  time  the  trustees  of  the  University  appropriated 
money  from  the  University  funds  to  pay  for  tho  services  of  an  analyst 
and  for  the  purchase  of  supplies.  All  the  other  work  was  done  with- 
out compensation.  The  New  Jersey  State  Station,  at  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.,  was  established  March  18,  1880,  by  an  act  of  the  State  legis- 
lature, and  connected  with  the  Scientific  School  of  Rutgers  College. 
The  movement  grew  in  favor  with  the  people  with  each  succeeding 
year,  and  in  1880  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  in  reporting  the 
Hatch  bill  to  the  House,  was  able  to  make  the  following  statements: 

Since  1881  the  legislatures  of  several  States  have  either  recognized  or  reorganized 
the  departments  of  agriculture  in  tlie  land-grant  colleges  as  **  experiment  stations/' 
thus  following  sulwtantially  the  course  adopted  by  New  Jersey.  Such  stations  liave 
been  established  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Wisconsin.  In  three 
other  States  (pjossibl^  more),  witliout  legislative  action,  the  college  authorities  have 
organized  their  a*a*icultural  work  as  experiment  stations.  This  has  been  done  in 
California,  Misvsouri,  and  New  York;  but  in  addition  to  the  twelve  experiment  sta- 
tions specifically  designated  by  that  name,  a  very  large  number  of  colleges  estab- 
lished under  the  act  of  1862  are  doing  impcnrtont  work  of  a  precisely  similar  kind. 
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Many  of  them  began  such  work  immediately  upon  their  establishment,  and  have 
maintained  it  continuously;  others  have  entered  upon  it  more  recently.  The  col- 
leges in  Colorado,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Michigan,  and  Pennsylvania  are  carrying  on 
what  is  strictly  experiment-station  work  as  a  part  of  their  ordinary  duty. 

The  convention  of  delegates  of  agricultural  colleges,  which  met 
at  Washington  in  1883,  discussed  and  indorsed  the  project  for  the 
establishment  of  stations  in  connection  with  the  colleges  by  ap- 
propriations from  the  national  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  a  bill  already  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  C.  C.  Carpenter,  of  Iowa.  Congress,  however,  was  not  yet  quite 
ready  to  undertake  so  large  a  scientific  enterprise  in  this  direction, 
and  the  bill  was  not  put  uj)on  its  passage.  Meanwhile,  the  number 
of  stations  was  steadily  increasmg,  and  the  interest  of  practical 
farmers,  as  well  as  men  of  science,  was  more  and  more  excited  by 
the  reports  of  the  results  of  the  experiments  which  the  stations  had 
completed.  On  the  8th  of  July,  1885,  a  cpnventiqn  of  agricultural 
colleges  and  experiment  stations  met  at  the  Department  of  Agricult- 
ure at  Washington  in  response  to  a  call  issued  oy  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture.  Almost  the  first  thing  which  this  convention  did 
was  to  pass  a  resolution — 

That  the  condition  and  progress  of  American  agriculture  require  national  sdd  for 
the  investigation  and  experimentation  in  the  several  States  and  Territories;  and 
that,  therefore,  this  convention  approves  the  principle  and  general  provisions  of 
what  is  known  as  the  Cullen  bill  of  the  last  Congress,  and  urges  upon  the  next  Con- 
gress the  passage  of  this  or  a  similar  act. 

(The  "  Cullen  bill "  was  in  its  general  provisions  similar  to  the  bill 
afterwards  passed  by  Congress  and  nowKnown  as  the  Hatch  act.) 

So  earnest  was  the  convention  in  this  matter  that  it  appointed  a 
committee  on  legislation,  which  was  very  eflScient  in  securing  the 
passage  of  the  amended  bill. 

In  a  later  session  the  convention  passed  resolutions  -urging  the 
creation  of  a  branch  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  which  should 
be  a  special  medium  of  intercommunication  and  exchange  between 
the  colleges  and  stations,  and  which  should  publish  a  periodical  bul- 
letin of  agricultural  progress,  containing  in  a  popular  form  the  latest 
results  in  the  process  of  agricultural  education,  investigation,  and 
experimentation  m  this  and  in  all  countries.  Provision  was  also 
made  for  a  permanent  organization  by  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  co-operate  with  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  in  deter- 
mining the  time  of  meeting  and  the  business  of  the  next  convention, 
and  in  forming  a  j)lan  for  a  permanent  organization. 

At  the  next  session  of  Congress  the  experiment-station  enterprise 
was  again  called  to  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
the  bul  which  was  introduced  by  William  H.  Hatch,  of  Missouri, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  This  committee 
made  a  favorable  report  March  3,  1886,  and  nearly  a  year  later  the 
bill  was  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved  by  President  Cleveland, 
March  3,  1887. 

According  to  the  official  interpretation  of  the  act  establishing  the 
stations  thejr  were  unable  to  draw  the  appropriation  contemplated  in 
that  act  until  after  the  passage  of  a  supplementary  act,  which  was 
approved  February  1,  1888.  This  financial  difficulty  delayed  the 
establishment  of  the  stations  in  many  of  the  States.  At  the  present 
time,  however,  experiment  stations  are  organized  in  all  the  States 
and  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota.  In  several  States  more  than  one 
station  has  been  organized,  and  in  some  States  there  are  several 
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branch  stations  under  one  management.  Counting  these  latter  as 
single  stations  the  total  number  at  present  is  forty-six,  but  counting 
the  branch  stations  separately  the  total  number  is  more  than  fifty. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  separate  stations  and 
the  number  of  the  working  force  employed  in  each  station,  and  also 
the  sources  and  amount  of  the  income  which  each  station  receives 
(as  far  as  these  facts  have  been  reported  to  this  office) : 

Table  showing  the  number  of  officers  composing  the  Station  Staffs  of  the  Agricultural 
ExperiTnent  Stations  in  the  united  States^  and  the  revenues  of  those  Stations  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1889,  from  the  United  States  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  2,  1887,  from  the  several  States  and  from  other  sources. 


state. 


Ala... 

Ala . . . 

Ark... 
Cal... 

Ool... 

Conn  . 

Gonn  . 
Dak  .. 
Del... 


Fla. 
Ga.. 
111.. 


lod . . . 
Iowa  . 

Ky.... 


La... 

La.... 

La.... 

Me.... 

Md... 
Mass. 

Mass  . 

Mich.. 

Minn  . 

Miss.. 
Mo... 


Nebr. 

Nev.. 
N.H. 

N.J.. 

N.J.. 

N.Y. 
N.Y. 

N.O  . 


Name  of  station. 


Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Mechanical  College  of  Alabama. 
Canebrake  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  . . 

Arkansas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  . . . 
AgrfculturalExperiment  Station  of  University 

of  California. 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  Colorado. 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Exi)eriment  Station. 

Storra  School  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Dakota  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Delaware   College   Agricultural  Experiment 

Station. 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  Florida  . . . 

Georgia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  University 

of  Illinois. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  Indiana. . . 

Iowa  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Kansas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Kentucky  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. . 
Sugar  Experiment  Station  No.  1 


State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  No.  3  . 


North  Louisiana  Experiment  Station  No.  8  . . . , 

Maine  State  College  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station. 

Maryland  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Hatch  Experiment  Station  of  Massachusetts 
Agricultural  College. 

Massachusetts  State  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station. 

Experiment  Station   of  Michigan  Agricult- 
ural College. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  Unlver- 
sitv  of  Minnesota. 

Mississippi  Agricultiual  Experiment  Station  . . 

Missouri  Agricultural  College  Experiment  Sta- 
tion. 

Agricultiual  Experiment  Station  of  Nebraska 

Nevada  State  Agpricultural  Station 

New  Hampshire  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion. 

New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Experiment 
SUtlon. 

New  Jersey  Agricultural  College  Experiment 
Station. 

New  York  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  . 

Cornell  University  Agricultural  Experiment 
StaUon. 

North  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion. 


No.  in 
staff. 


10 


Annual  revenue. 


)  mm  what  sou  net*.      Ain't.     Total 


j  Fertilizer  fees 

i  United  States 

3  State 

1  United  States 

do ... 

3  ..do 

(State,  etc 

United  States 

( State 

<  Anal3r8is  fees,  etc. . . 

( United  States 

do 

do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

)  Proceeds  of  farm. . . 

(United  States 

....do 

....do 

i  ..do 

(  Analysis  fees,  etc . . . 

f  State 

]  Sugar  planters 

]  Tax  on  fertUizers. . . 
lUnited  States 

State 

Tax  on  fertilizers. . . 

United  States 

State 

Ouachita  Parish.... 

United  States 

....do 

....do 

....do 

State 

United  States 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do   

State 

United  States 

State 

United  States 

S  state 

)  United  States  ...... 


$10,000 
18,000 
2,600 
2,000 
15,000 
15,000 
18,000 
15,000 
8,000 
8,100 
7,600 
7,500 
16,000 
16»000 

16,000 
15,000 
15,000 

2,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

16,000 

1,600 

2,000 

10,000 

1,400 

5,000 

2,000 

1,400 

5,000 

2,000 

6,000 

5.000 

15,000 

15,000 
16,000 

10,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 
15,000 

15,000 
15,000 
15,000 

11.000 

15,000 

90,000 
15,000 

2,200 
16,000 


^$28,000 


4.500 

15,000 

[38,000^ 

15,000* 

[  18,600 

7,600 

15,000 
15,000 

15,000 
15,000 
15,000 


}.7, 


000 

16,000 
15,000 

[  16, 500 


^18,400 

'   8,400 

'  12,000 

15,000 

15,000 
15,000 

10.000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 
15,000 

16,000 
15.000 
15,000 

11,000 

15,000 

20,000 
15,000 


lu, 


17,300 


Digitized  by  V^J 


^oogk 


546 


KEPORT   OF   THE   C0MMI8SI0NEB   OP  AGRICULTURE. 


Table  allowing  the  number  of  officers  composing  the  Station  Staffs  of  the  AgricvUxtral 
Experiment  Stations  in  the  United  States,  and  the  revenues,  etc. — Ck)ntinued. 


State. 

No.  in 
staff. 

Annual  revenue. 

From  what  source. 

Am^. 

ToteL 

Ohio... 
Oregon . 
Pa 

Ohio  Aprricultural  Experiment  Station 

Oregon  Experiment  Station 

10 
18 

11 
6 
5 

United  States 

,.  .do 

$15,000 
16,000 
8,000 
15,000 
16,000 

15,000 
6,000 
800 
16,000 
15,000 
8,500 
1,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
16,000 

$15,000 
15,000 

1 18,000 

15,000 

[20,000 

[  15,800 
15,000 

V 19, 500 

15,000 

l^ennsylvania  State  College  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station. 

Station. 

South  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion. 

Tennessee  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. . . 

Texas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Vermont  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
Uon.                                        '^ 

Virginia  Agricultural  Experiment  StcUlon 

West  Virginia  Experiment  Station 

c  state 

R.I 

i  United  States 

do 

S.C 

TV^nn  . . . 

i..do  

1  Tax  on  fertilijBers. . . 
S  ..do 

Tex 

\  United  States 

.  ...do 

Vt 

State 

Va 

-( Proceeds  of  farm  . . 

United  States 

....do 

W.Va  .. 

5 

....do 

15.000 

Wis 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin. 

Total 

8. 
809 

(  ..do 

^State 

4,000  !  V20.000 

( Proceeds  of  farm  . . 

1,000 

t 

710,400 

D.O  .... 

Offlw  of  Exi>eriment  Stations 

10,000 

Grand  total 

790,400 

• 

A  complete  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  stations  would 
undoubtedly  increase  this  amount  by  several  thousand  dollars,  so 
that  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  total  amount  which  will  be  expended 
by  the  stations  durmg  the  current  year  will  reach  $725,000. 

Most  of  the  new  stations  are  in  actual  operation.  Bulletins  have 
been  published  giving  accounts  of  organization,  and  of  experimental 
and  other  work.  The  investigations  cover  a  wide  range  of  topics, 
and  the  stations  have  in  nearly  all  cases  manifested  their  wisdom  by 
directing  their  investigations  towards  the  solution  of  questions  of 
special  interest  to  the  localities  in  which  they  are  situated,  without 
neglecting  subjects  of  more  general  interest  and  wider  application. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1887,  the  second  convention  of  Agricultural 
Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations  convened  at  Washington.  A  per- 
manent organization  was  effected,  and  the  association  was  named 
*'  The  Association  of  American  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment 
Stations."  George  W.  Atlierton,  LL.  D.,  president  of  the  rennsyl-  • 
vania  State  College,  was  elected  president  of  the  association.  This 
convention  was  deeply  interested  m  securing  the  co-ordination  of  the 
work  of  the  several  stations  and  indorsed  the  action  of  previous  con- 
ventions in  urging  the  establishment  of  a  central  office  to  be  a  medium 
of  intercommimication  between  the  stations.  As  the  result  of  the 
efforts  of  this  association,  acting  in  harmony  with  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture,  such  an  office  was  provided  for  in  the  annual  appro- 
priation bill  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30.  1889. 

Section  3  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1887,  provides — 

That  in  order  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  uniformity  of  methods  and  results 
in  the  work  of  said  stations,  it  shall  oe  the  duty  of  the  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Agiiculture  to  furnish  forms,  as  far  as  practicable,  for  the  tabulation  of  results 
of  investigation  or  experiments;  to  indicate  from  time  to  time  such  lines  of  inquiry 
as  to  him  shall  seem  most  important;  and,  in  general,  to  furnish  such  advice  and 
assistance  as  will  best  promote  the  purposes  of  Uiis  act.    It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
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said  station,  annually,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  February,  to  make  to  the  governor 
of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  it  is  located  a  full  and  detailed  report  of  its  opera- 
tions, including,  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  a  copy  of  which  report  ^ 
shall  be  sent  to  each  of  said  stations,  to  the  said  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  and  * 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  act  of  July  18,  1888,  appropriates  $10,000— 

Payable  upon  the  order  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  section  8  of  said  act  of  March  2,  1837,  and  to  compare, 
edit,  and  pubQsh  such  of  the  results  of  the  experiments  made  under  section  2  of 
said  act  by  said  experiment  stations  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  and  for  these  pur- 
poses the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  is  authorized  to  employ  such  assistants, 
clerks,  and  other  persons  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

To  carry  out  these  provisions  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  as 
has  already  been  stated,  instituted,  in  October,  1888,  an  Office  of  Ex- 
periment Stations  as  a  special  branch  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  appointed  a  director  at  its  head. 


LIST  OF  AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIMENT  STATIONS  IN  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

AT.ARAMA 

aaricultxjbal  experiment  station  of  the  agricultural  and  mechanical 

College  of  Alabama. 

Department  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Alabama. 

W.  L.  Broim,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  Nation,  Auburn.    Director,  J.  S.  Newman. 
Organized  by  State  June  1, 1888;  reorganized  April  1,  1888. 

Canebrakb  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 

Department  of  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Alabama. 

W.  L.  Broim,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Uniontown.    Director,  J.  S.  Newman.    Assistant  director  in 
charge,  W.  H.  Newman,  M.  So. 
Organized  by  State  in  1885. 

ARKANSAa 

Arkansas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Dexmrtment  of  Arkansas  Industrial  University. 

E.  H.  Murfee,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Fayetteville.    Director,  A.E.  Menke,  D.  Sc. 

Organized ,  1888. 

Substations  at  Pine  Bluff,  Newport,  and  Texarkana. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  University  of  California. 

Department  of  the  University  of  California. 

Horace  Davis,  A.  B.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Berkeley.     Director,  E.  W.  Hilgard,  Ph.D.,  LL.D. 
Organized  by  University  of  California  in  1876;  reorganized  Marcli.  1888. 
Substations  at  Jackson,  Amador  County;  Paso  Robles,  San  Luis  Obispo  County: 
and  Tulare  City. 
Grape  culture  stations  at  Cupertino,  Fresno,  and  Mission  San  Jos6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


548     REEOBT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONEB  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

COLORADO. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  op  CJolorado. 

Department  of  the  State  Agricultural  College. 

Charles  L.  Ingersoli,  M.  S.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Fort  Collins.    Director,  Charles  L.  Ingersoli,  M.  S 
Organized  February  21, 1888. 
Substations  at  Del  Norte  and  Rocky  Ford. 

CONNECTICUT. 
The  Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Location  of  station,  New  Haven.    Director,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  M.  A. 
Organized  by  State  at  Middletown,  Octobw  1,  lw75;  removed  to  New  Haven  in 
1877;  reorganized  May  18,  1887. 

Storrs  School  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Storrs  Agricultural  SchooL 

B.  F.  Koons,  Ph.  D.,  PrincipaL 

Location  of  station,  Storrs,  Tolland  Coimty.    Director,  W.  O.  Atwater,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  March  29, 1888. 

DAKOTA. 

Dakota  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Dakota  Agricultural  College. 

Lewis  McLouth,  Ph.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Brookings.    Director,  Lewis  McLouth.  Ph.  D. 
Organized ,  1888. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Delaware  College  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Depcurtment  of  Delaware  College. 

A.  N.  Raub,  Ph.  D.,  Preeident. 

Location  of  station,  Newark.    Director,  Arthiur  T.  Neale,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  May,  1888. 

FLORIDA. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  op  Florida. 

Department  of  the  Florida  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

F.  L.  Kern,  M.  A.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Lake  City.    Director,  Rev.  J.  P.  De  Pass. 
Organized ,  1888. 

GEORGIA. 

Georgia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts,  University  of 

Georgia. 

Rev.  William  E.  Boggs,  D.  D.,  Chancellor. 


Location  of  station,  Athens.    Director,  W.  L.  Jones,  M.  D. 
Organized ,  1888. 
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ILLINOIS. 

Agric?ultueal  Experiment  Station  op  the  University  op  Illinois. 

Department  of  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Selim  H.  Peabody,  Ph.  D.,.LL.  D.,  Regent. 

Location  of  station,  Champaign.    Director,  Selim  H.  Peabody,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Organized  April  1,  1888. 

INDIANA. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  Indla^na. 

Department  of  Purdue  University. 

James  H.  Smart,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  La  Fayette.    Director,  Horace  E.  Stockbridge',  Ph.  D. 
Organized  July  1,  1887. 

IOWA. 

Iowa  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts. 

W.  I.  Chamberlain,  LL.D.,  President. 

Location  of  station.  Ames.    Director,  R.  P.  Speer. 
Organized  February  17,  1888. 

KANSAS. 

Kansas  Agricultural  Experimbnt  Station. 

Department  of  E!ansas  State  Agricultural  College. 

George  T.  Fairchild,  A.  M.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Manhattan.    Director,  E.  M.  Shelton,  M.  Sc. 
■  Organized  February  8,  1888. 

KENTUCKY. 

B[ENTUCKY  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Kentucky. 

James  K.  Patterson,  Ph.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Lexington.    Director,  M.  A.  Scovell,  M.  S. 
Organized  by  trustees  of  college  September,  1885;  reorganized  by  State  April, 
1886;  reorganized ,  1888. 

LOUISIANA. 

No.  1.  Sugar  Experiment  Station,  Kenner. 

No.  2.  State  Experiment  Station,  Baton  Rouge. 

No.  3.  North  Louisiana  Experiment  Station,  Calhoun. 

Department  of  Louisiana  State  University  and  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Col.  J.  W.  Nicholson,  President. 

Location  of  stations:  NoC.  1,  Kenner;  No.  2,  Baton  Rouge;  No.  3,  Calhoun.     Di 
rector,  William  C.  Stubbs,  Ph.  D. 
No.  1.  Organized  by  Sugar  Planters'  Association,  October,  1885. 
No.  2.  Organized  by  State  Bureau  of  Agriculture,  January,  1886. 
No.  3.  Organized  April,  1888. 
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MAINE. 

Maine  State  CoLLKaB  AaRicuLxuBAL  Experiment  Station. 

Dopartment  of  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts. 

Merritt  C.  Femald,  Ph.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Orono.    Director,  Whitman  H.  Jordan,  M.  S. 
Organized  by  State  March  3, 1885;  reorganized  October  1,  1887. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Maryland  Agricultural  College. 

Henry  E.  AJvord,  C.  E.,  President. 

Location  of  station,'  Agricultural  College  P.  O.     Director,  Henry  E.  Alvord,  C.  E. 
Organized  March  9,  1888. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Massachusetts  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Location  of  station,  Amherst.    Director,  Charles  A.  Gk)essmann,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  State  July,  1883;  reorganized  March,  1888. 

Hatch  Experiment  Station  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 

Department  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 
Henry  H.  Groodell,  M.  A.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Amherst.     Director,  Henry  H.  Groodell,  M.  A. 
Organized  March  2,  1888. 

MICHIGAN. 

Experiment  Station  of  Michigan  Agricultural  College, 

Depai-tment  of  Michigan  Agricultural  College 

Edwin  Willits,  M.  A.,  President. 

Location  of  station.  Agricultural  College.    Director,  Edwin  WilUts,  M.  A. 
Organized  February  31,  1888. 

MINNESOTA. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Department  of  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Cyrus  Northrop,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  St.  Anthony  Park.    Director,  Edward  D.  Porter,  Ph.  D. 
Organized ,  1888. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

m!ississippi  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Mississippi  State  Agricultural  College. 

General  S.  D.  Lee,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Agricultural  College.    Director,  S.  M.  Tracy,  M.  S. 
Organized  February  1,  1888. 
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MISSOURI. 

MiSSOXJRI  AaRIOULTXJRAL  EXPERIMIiNT  STATION, 

Department  of  Missoiiri  Agricultural  College. 

J.  W.  Sanborn,  B.  S. ,  Dean. 

Location  of  station,  Columbia.    Director,  J.  W.  Sanborn,  B.  S. 
Organized  January  2,  1888. 

NEBRASKA. 

Agricultural  Experimbnt  Station  op  Nbbrasjca, 

Department  of  UniverBity  of  Nebraska. 

Irving  J.Manatt,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Chancellor. 

Location  of  station,  Lincoln.    Director,  Charles  E.  Bessey,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  July  1, 1887. 

NEVADA. 

Nevada  State  Agricultural  Station. 

Department  of  Nevada  State  University, 

LeRoy  D.Brown,  Ph.D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Reno.    Director,  LoRoy  D.  Brown,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  January  3,  1888. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  New  Hampshire  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts. 

Charles  H.  Pettee,  C.  E.,  Dean. 

Location  of  station,  Hanover.    Director,  G.  H.  Whitcher,  B.  S.    ' 

Organized ,  1888. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Location  of  station  (at  Rutgers  College),  New  Brunswick.     Director,  George  H. 
Cook,  LL.  D. 
Organized  by  State  March  18, 1880. 

New  Jersey  Agricultural  College  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Rutgers  College. 

Merrill  Edwards  Gates,  Ph.  D. ,  LL.  D. ,  L.  H.  D. ,  President. 

Location  of  station,  New  Brunswick.     Director,  George  H.  Cook,  LL.  D. 

Organized ,  1888. 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 

.  Location  of  station,  Geneva.    Director,  Peter  Collier,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  State  March  1,  1882. 

Cornell  University  Agricultural  Experiment  Static;^. 

Department  of  Cornell  University. 

Charles  K.  Adams,  LL.D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Ithaca.    Director,  Isaac  Phillips  Roberts,  M.  Agr, 
Organized  by  Faculty  of  Agriculture  February,  1879;  reorgaiiized  October  26, 

1887, 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 

North  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

.   Location  of  station,  Raleigh.    Director,  H.  B.  Battle,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  State  March  13,  1877;  reorganized ,  1887. 

OHIO. 

Ohio  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Location  of  station,  Columbus.    Director,  Charles  E.  Thome. 
Organized  by  State  April  35,  1883;  reorganized  April  3,  1888. 

OREGON. 

Oregon  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Oregon  Stat^  Agricultural  College. 

B.  L.  Arnold,  A.  M.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Corvallis.    Director,  E.  Grimm,  B.  8c. 
Organized  March,  1888. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  College  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

George  W.  Atherton,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  State  College,  Centre  County.   Director,  H.  P.  Armsby,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  Jime  80,  1887. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Rhode  Island  State  Agricultural  School. 

Charles  O.  Flagg,  B.  S.,  President  Board  of  Managers. 

Location  of  station,  Kingston.    Director  pro  tem.,  Charles  O.  Flagg,  B.  S. 
Organized  March  33, 188(8. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

South  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina. 

John  M.  McBryde,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Colimibia.    Director,  John  M.  McBryde,  Ph.D.,  LL.D. 
Organized  January,  1888;  consohdated  in  March,  1888,  with  station  established 
by  State  in  September,  1887. 

TENNESSEE. 

Tennessee  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 

Charles  W.  Dabney,  jr.,  Ph.D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Knoxville.    Director,  Charles  W.  Dabney,  jr.,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  trustees  of  the  University  June  8, '1883;  reorganized,  1887. 


Digitized  by  V^J 


':,OOgU 


EXPERIMENT   STATIONS.  653 

TEXAS. 

Texas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  CJollege  of  Texas. 

L.  L.  Mclnnis,  M.  A.,  Chairman  of  Faculty. 

Location  of  station,  College  Station.    Director,  F.  A.  Gulley,  M.  Sc. 
Organized  January  26,  ISwB. 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  State  AduicuLTURAL  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  University  of  Vermont. 

Matthew  Henry  Buckham^  D.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Burlington.    Director,  W.  W.  Cooke,  M.  A. 
Organized  by  State  December,  1886. 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  Virginia  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College, 

L.  L.  Lomaz,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Blacksburg.    Director,  William  Ballard  Preeton. 
Organized  in  May,  1888. 

WEST  VIRGINLA. 

West  VmomiA  Experiment  Station. 

Department  of  West  Virginia  University. 

E.  M.  Turner,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Morgantown.    Director,  John  A.  Myers,  A.  M. 
Organized ,  1888. 

WISCONSIN. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station  op  the  University  op  Wisconsin. 

Department  of  University  of  Wisconsin. 

T.  C.  Chamberlin,  LL.  D.,  President. 

Location  of  station,  Madison.    Director,  W.  A.  Henry,  B.  Agr. 
Organized  by  State  October  1,  1888;  reorganized ,  1888. 


LIST  OF  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

ALABAMA. 

Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Alabama  Polytechnic  Institute. 

Location,  Auburn.    President,  William  Le  Roy  Broun,  M.A.,  LL.  D. 
Organized  by  State  March,  1872. 

ARKANSAS. 

Arkansas  Industrial  University. 

Location,  Fayetteville.    President,  Edward  Hunter  Murfee,  A.  M.,  LL.  D. 
Organized  by  State  March  27,  1871. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

College  op  Aoriculture  op  the  University  op  California. 

Location,  Berkeley.    President,  Horace  Davis,  A.  B. 
Dean,  Irving  Stringham,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  State  March  28,  1868. 

COLORADO.  . 
State  Agricultural  College  op  Colorado. 

Location,  Fort  Collins.    President,  Charles  L.  Ingersoll,  M.  S. 
Organized  by  State  March,  1877. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Sheffield  Scientific  School  op  Yale  University. 

Location,  New  Haven.    President,  Timothy  Dwight,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Director,  George  J.  Brush,  LL.  D. 
Organized  m  1847;  reorganized  in  1800. 

Stores  Agricultural  School. 

Location,  Mansfield.    Principal,  B.  F.  Koons,  A.M.,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  State  in  1881. 

DAKOTA. 

Dakota  Agricultural  College. 

Location,  Brookings.  President,  Lewis McLouth,  A.  M.,  Ph.D. 
Organized  by  State  in  1884. 

DELAWARE. 
Delaware  College. 

Location,  Newark.    President,  Albert  N.Raub,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  State  in  1884;  reorganized  in  1851  and  1871. 

FLORIDA. 

Florida  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Location,  Lake  City.  President,  F.  L.  Kern. 
Organized  by  State  in  1884. 

GEORGLA. 

Georgla.  State  College  op  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  of  the  Uni- 
versity OP  Georgla. 

Location,  Athens.    Chancellor,  William  E.  Boggs,  D.  D. 
Organized  in  1872. 

Southwest  Georgla  Agricultural  College. 

Location,  Cuthbert.    President,  Benjamin  T.  Hmiter,  A.  M. 
Organized  in  1879. 

North  Georgia  Agricultural  College. 

Location,  Dahlonega.    President,  William  S.  Basinger,  A.  M. 
Organized  in  1873. 

Middle  Georgia  Military  and  Agricultural  College. 

Location,  MiUedeeville.    President,  D.  H.  Hill,  LL.  D. 
Organized  in  1880. 

South  Georgia  Agricultural  College. 


Location,  Tliomafiville.    President,  G.  M.  Lovejoy. 
Organized  in  1879. 
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ILLINOIS. 
College  op  Aoricultueb  op  the  University  op  Illinois. 

Location,  Urbana.    Regent,  Selim  H.  Peabody,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Dean,  George  E.  Morrow,  A.  M. 
Organized  by  State  February,  1867. 

INDIANA- 

The  School  op  Agriculture,  Horticulture,  and  Veterinary  Science  op 

Purdue  University. 

Location,  La  Fayette.    President,  James  H.  Smart,  LL.  D. 
Organized  by  State  August  26,  1878. 

IOWA. 

Iowa  State  College  op  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts. 

Location,  Ames.    President,  W.  I.  Chamberlain,  LL.  D. 
Organized  by  State  in  1858;  opened  for  students  October  21,  1868. 

KANSAS. 

Kansas  State  Agricultural  College. 

Location,  Manhattan.    President,  George  T.  Fairchild,  A.  M. 
Organized  by  State  March  8,  1868. 

KENTUCKY. 

Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  op  Kentucky. 

Location,  Lexington.    President,  James  K.  Patterson,  Ph.  D, 
Organized  by  State  in  1805;  reorganized  in  1880. 

LOUISIANA. 
Louisiana  State  University  and  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Location,  Baton  Rouge.    President,  J.  W.  Nicholson,  A.  M. 
Organized  by  State  April  7,  1873;  reorganized  January  2,  1877. 

MAINE. 

Maine  State  College  op  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts. 

Location,  Orono.    President,  Merritt  C.  Femald,  A.M.,  Ph.D. 
Organized  by  State  in  1865. 

MARYLAND. 
Maryland  Agricultural  College. 

Location,  Agricultural  College.    President,  Henry  E.  Alvord,  C.  E. 
Organized  by  State  in  1856. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 

Ijocation,  Amherst.    President,  Henry  H.  Goodell,  M.  A. 
Organized  by  State  in  1863;  opened  for  students  in  1867. 

Bussey  Institution  op  Harvard  University. 

Location,  Jamaica  Plain.     President,  Charles  W.  Eliot,  LL.  D. 

Dean,  F.  H.  Storer. 

Organized  in  1870  by  President  and  Fellows  of  EEarvard  University. 
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MICHIGAN. 

Michigan  Aoricultuhal  College. 

Location,  Agricultural  College.     President,  Edwin  Willits,  LL.  D. 
Organized  by  State  February  12, 1856. 

MINNESOTA. 
College  op  Agriculture  op  the  University  op  Minnesota. 

Location,  St.  Anthony  Park.    President,  Cyrus  Northrop,  IiL.  D. 
Organized  in  1868. 

State  School  op  Agriculture  op  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Location,  St.  Anthony  Park.    President,  W.  W.  Pendergast. 
Organized  by  Board  of  Regents  in  1888. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  op  Mississippi. 

Location,  Agricultural  College.    President,  S.  D.  Lee. 
Organized  by  State  October,  1880. 

Alcorn  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Location,  Rodney.    President,  John  H.  Burrus,  M.  A. 
Organized  by  State  in  1871;  reorganized  in  1878. 

MISSOURI. 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  op  the  University  of  Missouri. 

Location,  Columbia.     Dean,  J.  W.  Sanborn,  B.  S. 
Organized  by  State  in  1870. 

NEBRASKA. 
Industrial  College  op  the  University  op  Nebraska. 

Location,  Lincoln.    Chancellor,  Irving  J.  Manatt,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Dean,  Charles  E.  Bessey,  Ph.  D. 

Organized  by  State  February  15,  1869;  opened  for  students  September  7,  1871. 

NEVADA. 
School  op  Agriculture  op  the  Nevada  State  University. 

Location,  Reno.    President,  LeRoy  D.  Brown,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 
Organized  by  State  in  1887. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  College  op  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts,  in  con- 
nection with  Dartmouth  College. 

Location,  Hanover.    President,  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.  D.,  LL.  D» 
Dean,  Cliarles  H.  Pettee,  A.  M.,  C.  E. 
Organized  by  State  in  1866. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Rutgers  Scientific  School  op  Rutgers  College. 

Location,  New  Brunswick.    President,  Merrill  Edward  Gates,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D., 
L.H.D. 
Made  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Meclianic  Arts  April  4, 1864. 
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NEW  YORK. 

College  op  Agriculture  op  Cornell  University. 

Location,  Ithaca.    President,  Charles  Kendall  Adams,  LL.  D. 

University  organized  by  State  April  27, 1866. 

College  organized  by  trustees  of  University,  June  20, 1888. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

College  of  agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts  of  the  University  op 

North  Carolina. 

Location,  Chapel  Hill.    President,  Kemp  P.  Battle,  LL.  D. 
Organized . 

OHIO. 
Ohio  State  University. 

Location,  Columbus.    President,  William  H.  Scott,  LL.  D. 
Organized  by  State  September  17, 1873. 

OREGON. 
Oregon  State  Agricultural  College. 

Location,  Corvallis.    President,  B.  L.  Arnold,  A.  M, 
Organized . 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Pennsylvania  State  College. 

Location,  State  College.    President,  George  W.  Atherton,  LL.  D. 
Organized  in  1859;  reorganized  in  1862  and  1874. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
Agricultural  and  Scientific  Department  op  Brown  University. 

Location,  Providence.    President,  E.  G.  Robinson,  D.,  D.,  LL.  D. 
Organized , 

Rhode  Island  State  Agricultural  School. 

Location,  Kingston,    President  of  Board  of  Managers,  Charles  O.  Flagg,  B.  S. 
Organized  in  1888. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

College  op  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  op  the  University  op  South 

Carolina. 

Location,  Columbia.    President,  John  M.  McBryde,  Ph.  D. ,  LL.  D. 
Organized  in  1879. 

Clapun  University,  College  op  Agriculture  and  Mechanics*  Institute. 

Location,  Orangeburg.    President.  L.  M.  Dunton,  D.  D. 
Organized  March  12,  1872. 

TENNESSEE. 

State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  op  the  University  op  Ten- 
nessee. 

Location,  Knoxville.    President,  Charles  W.  Dabney,  jr.,  Ph.D. 
Dean,  Thomas  W.  Jordan,  A.  M. 
Organized  in  1860. 


^  Digitized  by 


Google 


558  BEPORT   OP  THE   COMMISSIONER   OP   AGRICULTURE. 

TEXAS. 

Agricultural  and  MECHAmcAL  College  op  Texas. 

Location,  Ck)llege  Station.   Chairman  of  College  Faculty,  Lewis  L.  Mclnnis,  LL.  D. 
Organized  Aprfl  17,  1871. 

VERMONT. 

University  op  Vermont  and  State  Agricultural  Coli.ege, 

Location,  Burlington.    President,  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  D.  D. 
College  organized  November  9, 1865. 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Location,  Blacksburg.    President,  L.  L.  Lomax. 
Organized  in  1872. 

Hampton  Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute. 

Location,  Hampton.    President,  S.  C.  Armstrong. 

Organized  by  Ajnerican  Missionary  Society  April,  1868;  reorganized  mider  charter 
from  State  June,  1870. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

West  Virginia  University. 

Location,  Morgantown.    President,  E.  M.  Turner,  LL.  D. 
Organized  February  2,  1867.. 

WISCONSIN. 

Department  op  Agriculture  of  the  University  op  Wisconsin. 

Location,  Madison.    President,  T.C.Chamberlin,  LL.D. 
University  organized  in  1848. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MICROSCOPIST. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  seventeenth  annual 
report. 

During  the  past  year  a  large  portion  of  the  time  of  my  Division 
has  been  given  to  the  preparation  of  exhibits  for  the  expositions  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Taris,  France.  Very  superior  collections  of 
fibers,  foreign  and  domestic,  have  been  made,  and  a  large  corre- 
spondence has  been  carried  on  relating  to  fibers  and  to  tie  latest 
methods  of  preparing  them  for  general  purposes.  Four  samples  of 
flax,  consistmg  of  a  sample  each  of  French  (Courtrai),  $380  per  ton; 
Dutch  (Holland),  $325  per  ton;  Irish,  $275  per  ton,  and  Russian,  $200 
per  ton,  have  been  received,  each  having  interesting  distinctive  char- 
acteristics. 

The  adulteration  of  f  ood-stuif  s,  principally  of  condiments,  has  re- 
ceived special  attention,  and  samples  from  various  quarters  have 
been  examined,  and,  in  many  cases,  adulteratipns  detected. 

In  making  micro^opic  investigations  of  condiments,  such  as  pep- 
pers, mustards,  cloves,  allspice,  and  cinnataon,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  peculiarities  of  their  cell-structure,  I  find  it  neces- 
sary to  soften  the  berry  or  roots,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  water  for  a 
period  of  about  twenty-four  hours,  so  that  they  may  be  cut  in  sec- 
tions sufficiently  thin  and  of  various  grades  of  thickness,  at  various 
angles,  without  which  the  physical  and  structural  characteristics  of 
the  cells  of  the  respective  layers  could  not  be  observed  by  the  aid  of 
the  microscope.  For  this  purpose  the  respective  layers  should  be 
viewed  by  plain  and  polarized  light.  For  example,  on  subjecting 
the  epidermal  layer  of  white  mustard  seed  to  polarized  Jight  I  have 
discoveredJbhat  every  cell  composing  it  is  not  only  a  polarizing  body, 
but  each  or  these  cells  very  unexpectedly  shows  a  well-defined  cross, 
resembling  the  appearance  of  starch  in  some  respects,  a  feature,  I 
believe,  not  heretofore  observed;  but  for  this  discovery  such  bodies 
might  be  mistaken  for  an  adulterant,  since  the  condiment  mustard 
is  wholly  destitute  of  starch,  oil  taking  its  place,  a  fact  acknowl- 
edged by  all  experts. 

Jrlates  I,  II,  III,  IV,  V,  and  VI  represent  sections  of  the  condiments 
under  consideration. 

Ground  olive-stones  and  cocoa-nut  shells,  said  to  be  largely  used  in 
adulterating  some  condiments,  are  composed  mostly  of  a  class  of 
cells  known  as  sclerenchyma  cells.  When  powdered  these  sub- 
stances resemble  white  pepper  so  closely  that  only  by  the  use  of  the 
microscope  can  their  presence  be  detected  when  combined  with 
pepper,  black  or  white.  These  substances  have  neither  taste  nor 
smell.  Powdered  olive-stones  and  cocoa-nut  shells  may  be  purchased 
cheaply  in  large  quantities.  The  poorer  classes,  who  generally  buy 
the  lowest-priced  articles,  are  the  greatest  sufferers,  since  they  pay 
a  high  price  for  these  worthless  adulterants.    Stringent  legislation 
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is  required  to  prevent  their  use.  One  of  the  largest  olive-growers 
of  California,  with  whom  I  have  had  correspondence  on  the  subject, 
informs  me  that  olive-stones  are  collected  and  sold  for  the  purpose 
of  adulterating  condiments. 

In  making  these  investigations  I  have  held  it  to  be  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  photograph  tne  sections  of  the  condiments,  and,  by 
means  of  the  camera  lucida,  make  exact  drawings  of  such  parts  as 
are  necessar j^.  My  next  step  is  to  reduce  the  condiment  to  powder 
and  observe  its  appearance  under  high  and  low  powers  of  the  micro- 
scope, comparing  it  with  the  sample  bought  in  open  market.  Such 
comparisons  reveal  a  marked  difference  in  some  of  the  samples  pur- 
chased. Many  observations  are  made  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
more  than  one  adulterant  is  used  and  whether  a  foreign  substance 
observed  is  present  by  accident,  or  in  such  quantity  as  to  prove  its 
fraudulent  character.  For  legislative  or  judicial  purposes  it  is  not 
of  so  much  importance  to  ascertain  what  precise  adulterant  is  used, 
provided  it  be  narmless,  as  it  is  to  ascertain  how  much  is  used,  as 
this  determines  whether  the  material  has  been  added  with  fraudu- 
lent intent.  Experts  alUow  but  1  per  cent,  for  accidental  adultera- 
tion. 

BLACK  PEPPER. 

Plate  I,  Fig.  1  represents  a  longitudinal  section  of  a  berry  of  black 
pepper.  Fig.  2  represents  its  starch  cells,  most  of  which  contain 
starch  granules.  They  are  best  observed  by  treatment  with  weak 
solutions  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid  and  iodine,  which  stains  them  blue. 
Fig.  3  represents  oil  cells.  The  iodine  mixture^  although  staining 
the  starch  cells  and  granules  blue,  has  the  property  of  coloring  the 
oil  cells  yellow,  and  a  narrow  band  within  the  cortical  layer  becomes 
of  a  reddisli  color.  The  dark  cortical  layer  is  not  affected  materially 
by  the  staining  fluid.  This  layer  is  composed  largely  of  sclerenchyma 
or  ^*  stone  "  cells;  these  exhibit  under  polarized  light,  with  or  without 
selenite,  the  prismatic  colors.  In  the  dark-brown  cortical  layer, 
when  cut  gumciently  thin  to  be  semi-transparent,  numerous  spicules 
are  observed  of  a  composition  similar  to,  if  not  identical  witn,  that 
of  the  sclerenchyma  cells,  and  like  them  polarizing.  Were  not  the^e 
spicules  particularized,  their  presence  in  pure  ground  pepper  might 
be  mistaken  for  a  new  adulterant.  I  am  not  aware  tnat  these 
spicules  have  been  observed  hitherto.  They  are  best  seen  with 
powers  of  about  500  diameters.  Fig.  4  represents  the  appear- 
ance of  pure  ground  black  pepper  in  which  these  spicules  singly  and 
combined  appear  as  well  as  starch  cells,  oil  cells,  and  fragments  of 
the  dark-brown  cortical  layer,  the  latter  showing  the  presence  of 
polarizing  "stone"  cells  common  to  all  cortical  substances,  differing, 
however,  in  size  and  form  in  different  substances.  Fig.  5  exhibits 
the  appearance  of  adulterated  ground  black  pepper.  The  large  yel- 
low bodies  in  the  center  represent  the  adulterants  commonly  ^xised 
in  white  and  black  pepper,  consisting  in  this  instance  of  the  scleren- 
chyma cells  of  olive-stone  powder.  A  represents  groups  of  the  scler- 
enchyma cells  seen  in  ground  cocoa-nut  shells,  mentioned  above  as 
one  of  the  adulterants  used  in  this  condiment.  The  cells  of  the 
inner  surface  of  the  cocoa-nut  shell  are  light  colored  and  spindle- 
shaped,  while  those  of  the  body  of  the  shell  are  dar^  colored,  yel- 
lowish brown  or  yellow  tinged  with  brown.  B  represents  individual 
cells  of  powdered  olive-stone.  These  cells  measure  about  one-thou- 
sandth of  an  inch  in  diameter. 
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WHITE  PEPPER. 

White  pepper  is  made  from  the  black-pepper  berry.  It  is  said 
that  the  pepper  berries  are  softened  in  water  and  subjected  to  fric- 
tion to  remove  the  cortical  layer,  which  is  very  thin.  When  dry 
they  are  ground  to  a  fine  powder.  The  interior  of  the  berry  con- 
sists, as  has  been  shown,  mostly  of  oil  cells,  starch  cells,  and  very 
minute  starch  granules.  Small  portions  of  the  dark  cortical  layer, 
however,  are  frequently  observed  in  reasonably  pure  white  pepper. 
It  is  reported  that  the  black  washings  of  the  berry  are  by  some  deal- 
ers carefully  dried,  ground,  and  mixed  with  groimd  black  pepper. 
Pepper  experts  may  be  able  to  detect  this  adulteration  with  the 
naked  eye,  owing  to  the  unusual  amount  of  black  color  thus  added. 
Pure  black  pepper  is  necessarily  of  a  much  lighter  color  than  a 
pepper  with  which  the  groimd  dark  hulls  have  been  mixed.  In  the 
case  of  white  pepper  aaulterated  with  the  powder  of  olive-stones, 
detection  is  not  so  easy,  since  to  the  naked  eye  there  is  a  very  close 
resemblance  between  the  genuine  article  and  the  adulterant.  It  is 
observed  that  the  introduction  of  the  powder  of  olive-stones  greatly 
diminishes  the  odor  of  both  white  and  bl^^k  pepper  if  used  in  large 
quantities;  and  since  the  powder  of  olive-stones  has  a  greater  spe- 
cific gravity  than  the  powder  of  ground  black  pepper,  the  latter,  oy  ' 
measurement,  would  occupy  more  space  than  the  former,  weight  for 
weight,  though  I  am  not  aware  that  their  relative  weight  to  meas- 
urement has  been  exactly  determined.  The  structural  forms  of  the 
pepper  berry  are  very  varied,  beautiful,  and  well  defined.  The  mi- 
cijOscopic  test  is  considered  by  all  European  authorities  on  the  subject 
of  food  adulteration  the  most  reliable. 

WHITE  MUSTARD  SEED. 

The  structural  character  of  white  mustard  seed  is  very  varied  and 
interesting,  'but  differs  materially  in  its  cell-arrangement  from  that 
of  the  black-pepper  berry.  Plate  11,^  Fig.  1,  represents  the  natural 
size  of  the  seed.  If  steeped  in  cold  water  for  a  period  of  about  thirty- 
six  hours  at  a  temperature  of  75°  Fahr.,  the  external  surface  of  the 
seed  becomes  highly  glutinous.  If  a  portion  of  this  glutinous  sub- 
stance is  removed  and  viewed  in  the  usual  way  under  powers  of  about 
250  diameters  it  appears  cellular,  and  consists  in  fact  of  the  epi- 
dermal tissue  and  a  gum. 

The  cellular  structure  of  the  epidermis  has  been  described  by  Has- 
sal  in  his  volume  on  Food  Adulterations,  but  he  seems  not  to  have 
observed  the  fact  that  each  cell  when  subjected  to  polarized  light 
exhibits  a  cross  already  alluded  to.  This  tissue  is  quite  transparent. 
Its  form  is  represented  bv  Fig.  3,  Plate  II. 

In  the  center  of  each  cell,  according  to  Hassal,  there  is  a  tube  which 
communicates  with  the  underlving  layer  of  cells,  a  represents  a 
more  highly  magnified  view  of  the  so-called  tubes.  Proceeding  from 
each  of  these,  appear,  as  shown  in  Fig.  3,  thread-like  filaments  of 
great  length.  Hassal's  drawings  fail  to  show  these.  I  think  it  prob- 
able from  the  extraordinary  length  and  fineness  of  these  filaments 
that  they  consist  simply  of  the  gummy  substance  of  the  epidermal 
layer.  I  find  these  filaments  soluble  in  nitric  aCid,  while  the  cellular 
.  tissue  is  not  injured  by  its  application.  Fig.  4,  at  first  sight,  seems  to 
consist  of  two  layers,  but  on  subiecting  it  to  slight  pressure  between 
two  pieces  of  glass  the  surface  becomes  flat.  If  Fig.  4  really  con- 
sists of  two  layers,  Fig.  5  represents  the  under  layer,  and  below  it  is 
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found  a  layer  of  cells  as  in  Fig.  6,  a  layer  not  described  by  Hassal. 
Fi^.  7  represents  a  cellular  layer,  composed  for  the  most  part  of  oil 
colls.  Under  high  powers  they  seem  to  contain  very  minute  starch 
granules,  but,  as  Hassal  has  stated,  are  not  stained  by  a  solution  of 
sulphuric  acid  and  iodine.  I  find  that  under  the  action  of  this  solu- 
tion the  cells  api)ear  quickly  filled  with  large  globules  of  oil,  the  sul- 
phuric acid  oausinff  a  union  of  the  minute  oil  ^lobules. 

Under  powers  or  500  diameters  the  oil  globules  are  well  defined  as 
seen  in  Fig.  8.  Within  these  globules  are  to  be  observed  very  mi- 
nute CTanules  no  larger  than  those  observed  in  the  red  blood-coi-pus- 
cles  or  the  human  body.  Within  this  layer  of  oil  cells  the  plantlet 
is  embedded  (see  2,  Fig.  9).  6  represents  the  forms  of  the  spiral 
vessels  observed.  If  the  lobes  of  the  plantlet  (2)  were  folded  one 
upon  the  other  it  would  appear  as  found  in  the  seed.  Fig.  10  repre- 
sents the  appearance  of  pure  ground  mustard  under  the  microscope. 
Fig.  11  represents  polarizing  bodies  as  seen  by  polarized  light  and 
blue  selenite.  From  the  fact  that  starch  granules  have  never  been 
observed  in  pure  ground  mustard  nor  in  dissections  of  the  seed,  it 
follows  that  if  any  description  of  starch  is  found  in  the  mustard  of 
commerce  it  must  be  an  adulteration.  I  have  a  sample  of  mustard, 
entirely  free  from  starch  or  other  adulteration,  procured  from  a  dealer 
in  drugs  of  this  city.  I  am  informed  by  a  Washington  merchant 
that  he  can  obtain  perfectly  pure  mustard  from  those  who  make 
it  their  business  to  grind  condiments  by  simply  paying  the  price 
demanded  for  it;  but  the  poor  demand  cheap  gooas,  hence  gen- 
erally two  and  sometimes  three  qualities  of  condiments  are  on  the 
market,  th^  highest-priced  being  really  the  cheapest  article.  * 

Pure,  best  English  mustard  is  sold  by  druggists  at  50  cents  per 
pound,  retail.  If  adulterated  with  50  per  cent,  of  flour,  worth  5  cents 
per  pound,  and  sold  at  the  same  price,  it  is  manifest  that  the  poor 
pay  for  flour  used  as  an  adulterant  in  this  condiment  at  the  raxeof 
50  cents  per  pound. 

BLACK  MUSTARD  SEED. 

Plate  III  represents  a  dissection  of  black  mustard  seed.  Fig.  1  is 
a  general  view  of  the  seed  as  sold.  Fig.  2,  the  epidermal  layer.  Fi^. 
3,  the  second  layer.  Fi^.  4,  third  layer.  Fig.  5.  a  layer  of  cells  simi- 
lar to  that  discovered  m  white  mustard  seed  (see  Fig.  6,  Plate  II). 
This  layer  is  also  found  over  and  in  contact  with  the  oil  cells  (Fi^. 
6).  By  the  use  of  sulphuric  acid  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  oil 
cells,  minute  globules  of  oil,  scarcely  observable,  even  by  high 
powers,  combine  one  with  another,  forming  large  globules,  some  of 
them  large  enough  to  fill  the  entire  cell.  Fig.  7  represents  pure 
ground  black  mustard  seed.  Fig.  8  represents  the  same  adulterated, 
showing  the  presence  of  starch,  which  is  not  found  in  pure  black 
mustard.      * 

CLOVES. 

Plate  IV,  Fig.l,  represents  a  section  of  cloves,  through  the  ovules, 
or  rather  through  a  point  where  the  ovules  would  be  in  the  mature 
seed.  I  am  informed,  on  good  authority,  that  cloves  are  the  unripe 
buds  of  the  plant,  and  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  pluck  tne 
buds  in  the  unripe  state  for  commercial  reasons.  On  subjecting  a 
very  thin  section  of  cloves  to  polarized  light  it  is  found  to  be  very 
full  of  **  stone"  colls.  Longitudinal  sections  of  clove  buds  are  very 
much  longer  in  proportion  to  their  diameter  than  sections  of  the 
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pepper  berry.  Fig.  2  represents  their  general  appearance  under  po- 
larized light  and  selenite.  In  this  case  the  sclerenchyma  cells  are 
magnified  about  225  diameters.  The  section  itself  is  represented 
under  very  low  powers. 

,      ALLSPICE. 

Plate  V,  Fig.  1,  represents  a  sectional  view  of  a  berry  of  allspice, 
natural  size,  as  seen  when  cut  through  its  center  showing  its  ovules. 
Fig.  2  "represents  a  highly  magnified  view  of  the  same,  transferred 
from  a  pnotograph  of  a  thin  section,  showing  the  ovules  or  seed 
proper.  The  blue  portion  of  the  section  represents  the  starch  in  the 
ovule,  the  brown  cellular  portion,  the  nitrogenous  matter,  the  outer 
or  ocherous  portion,  the  shell,  husk,  or  cortex  studded  with  **  stone'' 
or  sclerenchyma  cells.  Figs.  3  and  4  represent  the  appearance  of 
pure  ground  allspice. 

CINNAMON. 

Plate  V  represents  the  structural  character  of  cinnamon.  Under 
polarized  lignt  it  appears  a  beautiful  object.  Fig.  1  represents  large 
tubular  cells,  spiral  ducts,  etc.  Fig.  2  represents  a  longitudinal  sec- 
tion of  the  bark,  consisting  largely  of  "stone"  cells.  Fig.  3,  a  cross- 
section  view  of  the  tubtilar  cells,  spiral  ducts,  etc.  These  spindle- 
shaped  colls  are  highly  polarizing  bodies.  Fig.  4  represents  individual 
sclerenchyma  cells  which  contain  starch  x  500. 

COLOR-REACTIONS  OF  FATS  AND  OILS,   AND  FLUORESCENCE. 

Plate  VII,  Figs.  1  to  10,  inclusive,  represents  the  color-reactions  of 
fats  and  oils  produced  by  treatment  with  a  solution  of  dilute  sulphuric 
acid,  specific  gravity  1.705.  Chemically-pure  sulphuric  acid,  com- 
bined m  the  proportion  of  90  parts  of  the  acid  to  30  parts  of  distilled 
water,  will  give  nearly  the  above  specific  gravity.  If  about  100 
grains  of  this  solution  at  75°  F.  (23.89°  C.)  is  combined  with  400 
g^rains  of  any  of  the  fats  or  oils,  and  mixed  quickly  and  intimately 
m  a  porcelain  vessel,  a  color-reaction  takes  place.  To  observe  further 
results  of  the  treatment  with  the" acid  solution,  pour  the  mixture  into 
a  test-tube,  when  further  changes  are  obtained.  The  dilute  acid 
falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  tube,  together  with  certain  products  of  the 
treated  fat;  the  undissolved  fat  floats  on  top.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  phenomenon  of  fluorescence  referred  to  in  a  former  report 
becomes  apparent  in  such  oils  and  fats  as  are  known  to  possess  this 
property.  For  further  particulars  on  this  subject  see  pages  622  and 
623.  U.  S.  Agricultural  Keport,  1887. 

Fig.  1  represents  palmitic  acid  under  the  color-reaction  test  as  de- 
scribed above.  Fig.  2  represents  palmitin  treated  in  like  manner. 
Fig.  3  represents  the  color-reaction  of  stearic  acid.  Fig.  4,  commer- 
cial stearine.  Fig.  5,  oleic  acid.  *  The  fluorescence  in  this  case  is  best 
observed  by  holding  the  test-tube  in  a  side  light  slightly  in  the  shade 
and  against  a  dark  background.  If  held  towards  the  light  it  will 
appear  of  an  amber  color.  Fig.  6  represents  the  color-reaction  test 
applied  to  Benne  oil.  Figs.  7,  8,  9,  and  10  represent  olive  oil,  cotton- 
seed oil,  peanut  oil,  and  "oleo,"  respectively,  treated  in  like  manner. 

Plate  V  III.  Beef -fat  dripping,  similarly  treated,  gives,  at  first,  the 
reaction  represented  in  Fig.  1,  changing  as  seen  in  Fig.  2,  and  after 
the  lapse  of  several  days  appears  as  seen  in  Fi^.  3.  The  fat  of  the 
domestic  oat  turns  first  to  a  well-defined  lilac  color,  then  darker,  and 
ultimately  to  a  vandyke  brown. 

*  Since  making  the  above  experiment  with  oleic  acid,  I  find  with  a  purer  sample 
there  is  but  ft  very  slight  fluorescence. 
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The  fat  of  the  wild-cat  gives  a  similar  reaction  (see  Figs.  9  and  10). 
The  fat  of  the  deer  passes  through  three  stages,  represented  in  Figs. 
6,  7,  and  8. 

Plate  IX  represents  the  color-reactions  of  butter  under  the  sul- 
phuric-acid test.  At  first,  butter  assumes  a  pinkish  tint  under  this 
treatment,  quickly  turning  to  yellow  (see  Figs.  1  and  2),  and  again 
changing  as  represented  in  Figs.  3,  4,  and  5.  Some  grades  of  pure 
butter,  free  from  any  added  coloring  matter,  change  first  to  green, 
then  quickly  to  lilac,  especially  if  old  butters  (see  Figs.  6,  7,  8,  9, 
and  10). 

These  results  of  my  experiments  on  the  color-reactions  of  fats  are, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  entirely  new,  and  will  serve  a  good  purpose 
hereafter  as  another  method  of  testing  the  purity  of  oils  and  fats. 
The  nature  of  the  fluorescent  compounas  produced,  seen  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  test-tubes,  has  not  yet  been  chemically  examined.  It 
should  be  understood  that  in  such  experiments  the  oils  or  fats  used, 
should  be  fresh. 


A  NEW  POCKET  POLARISCOPE. 
(Oleomargariscope. ) 

In  the  course  of  my  experience  as  an  expert  witness  in  prosecu- 
tions for  violations  of  the  butter  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  I 
found  it  desirable  to  have  a  simpler  form  of  microscopic  or  polari- 
scopic  combination  than  the  cumbrous  stand  with  polariscope  in  gen- 
eral use,  since  all  the  parties  interested,  ^udge,  jury,  and  attorneys, 
desired  to  see  for  themselves  the  crystallme  forms  of  the  fatty  com- 
pounds known  as  oleomargarine.  To  this  end  I  constructed  the 
instrument  illustrated  in  the  accompanying  plate. 

Fig.  1  represents  the  general  appearance  of  the  pocket  polariscope 
when  not  in  use. 

Fig.  2  represents  a  sectional  drawing  showing  its  interior  arrange- 
ment. 

a)  Eye-piece  such  as  is  ordinarily  used. 


{a)  m 
lb)  OB; 


ijective  one-half  inch,  of  tne  usual  construction. 
(m)  Analyzer,  or  Nicol  prism. 
(n)  Polarizer,  firmly  secured  in  tube  (c),  which  may  be  rotated  as 
desired,  thereby  changing  the  prismatic  colors. 

(d)  Two  disks  of  thin  plate-glass,  between  which  a  small  portion 
of  butter  or  oleomargarine  is  placed,  secured  in  position  by  ring  (/). 

(e)  Disk  of  selenite,  held  in  position  by  ring  (gr). 

(h)  Lens,  for  the  double  purpose  of  illuminating  the  polarizer  and 
protecting  it  from  dust.  A  lens  is  also  placed  over  the  polarizer  (n), 
which  concentrates  the  light  on  the  butter  or  other  fat  to  be  ex- 
amined. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  drawing  that  the  objective  is  readily  fo- 
cused by  means  of  the  draw-tube  (i).  Hold  the  object  up  to  a  strong 
light;  it  the  butter  is  pure,  and  free  from  adulteration,  an  even  green, 
or  red  color,  only,  will  be  observed,  depending  upon  the  character 
of  the  selenite  used.  If  "oleo"  or  lard  is  used,  a  fine  display  of  pris- 
matic colors  will  be  observed. 

Thomas  Taylor, 

Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman,  MicroscopisL 

CommissioneY. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POMOLOGIST. 


Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year 
1888: 

The  fruit  crop  of  the  United  States  for  this  year  is  the  largest  ever 
produced,  there  bein^  scarcely  a  section  of  the  country  that  has  not 
oeen  well  supplied  with  the  fruits  usually  ctowu  there.  The  work 
of  the  Division  of  Pomology  has  continued  to  increase,  and  the  inter- 
est manifested  by  the  fruit-growers  of  the  country  is  of  a  very  encour- 
aging nature.  There  are  now  on  record  in  my  office  over  eight  thou- 
sand correspondents  who  have  responded  to  the  questions  asked  them. 
These  and  all  others  who  have  expressed  a  desire  to  receive  the 
annual  or  erpecial  reports  of  this  Division  have  been  promptly  sup- 
plied with  them. 

The  volume  of  correspondence  has  increased  to  such  adeCTee  that 
it  is  only  by  the  most  vigorous  exertion  that  the  office  force  has  been 
able  to  answer  it.  This  is  a  pleasant  although  arduous  duty,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  our  abihty  to  respond  may  keep  pace  with  the 
increasing  demands. 

FBUrrS  EXAMINED. 

Within  the  last  year  the  number  of  roecimens  sent  for  identifica- 
tion and  study  has  greatly  increased.  ]Fully  10,000  specimens  have 
been  received  and  many  of  them  quite  rare  and  of  special  interest. 
In  nearly  all  cases  where  the  true  names  were  desired  by  the  party 
sending  I  have  been  able  to  give  them.  The  experience  of  this  office 
proves  Deyond  question  that  there  is,  even  in  the  oldest-settled  parts 
of  the  country,  a  considerable  degree  of  ignorance  of  the  names  of 
standard  varieties  of  fruits.  It  is  chiefly  through  such  ignorance 
that  local  names  are  given  to  old  varieties,  thus  multiplying  synonyms 
and  creating  confusion  in  nomenclature  and  working  harm  to  the 
practical  grower  and  especially  to  the  beginners.  To  remedy  this 
evil  so  far  as  may  be,  is  one  of  my  constant  eflEorts,  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  progress  is  being  made  in  that  direction.  To  this  end  I 
wish  to  hereby  call  the  attention  of  all  who  may  share  such  a  desire 
to  the  fact,  that  I  have  constantly  on  hand  boxes  made  especially  for 
transporting  specimens  of  fruits  by  mail,  and  franks  to  use  in  return- 
ing them  to  this  office,  which  will  be  sent  to  any  desiring  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege.  Printed  directions  for  packing  and 
sending  will  also  be  sent. 

CABINET  OP  RECORDS. 

There  have  been  made  and  placed  in  the  archives  of  this  Division 
over  three  hundred  drawings  and  water-color  paintings  of  fruits, 
which,  together  with  carefully-prepared  written  descriptioins,  are  a 
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permanent  record.  This  cabinet  is  not  only  of  scientific  interest  to 
pomology,  but  also  of  practical  value  to  the  industry  it  represent-s. 
The  services  of  a  skillful  artist  are  thus  made  available  for  prepar- 
ing the  necessary  original  copies  for  illustrating  the  reports  of  the 
Division,  as  may  be  seen  herewith,  as  well  as  of  assistance  in  com- 
parative study  and  permanent  record. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 
during  a  part  of  the  months  of  January  and  February  I  visited  the 
State  of  California  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  meetings  of  tlie 
American  Horticultural  Society  held  there  during  that  time,  and  to 
make  such  investigations  of  a  pomological  nature  as  I  might  see 
proper. 

Two  meetings  of  this  society  were  held,  one  at  San  Josd,  in  the 
famous  Santa  Clara  Valley,  and  the  other  at  Riverside,  in  the  south- 
em  part  of  the  State,  and  where  the  orange  is  grown  to  its  greatest 
perfection.  Almost  the  entire  State  was  traveled  over  durm^  the 
visit,  but  at  that  time,  of  year  it  was  only  possible  to  see  the  citrus 
fruits  and  olive  in  bearing. 

To  one  who  has  never  there  seen  the  great  stretches  of  vineyard 
and  orchard  it  would  be  a  surprise,  even  after  reading  various  ac- 
counts of  them. 

The  greater  part  of  these  plantations  are  on  the  level  surfaces  of 
vast  plains  and  not  upon  slopes  as  I  had  supposed. 

One  very  noticeable  feature  was  the  thorough  cultivation,  I  think 
that  on  an  average  the  weeds  found  on  10  acres  of  California  orchard 
or  vineyard  could  be  carried  imder  one  arm,  and  the  groimd  seemed 
to  have  been  stirred  in  the  most  effectual  manner.  The  soil  is  usually 
a  loose  sandy  loam  of  a  brownish  color.  Another  thing  that  sur- 
prised the  Eastern  orchardists  was  the  severe  annual  pruning  prac- 
ticed upon  the  peach,  pear,  plum,  and  cherrv.  The  growth  is  re- 
markaoly  strong  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  ail  growers  there  agree 
that  it  is  essential  to  cut  back  heavily  every  winter.  This  they 
claimed  is  for  two  reasons,  viz,  to  prevent  overbearing,  and  to  keep 
the  trees  stocky  for  convenience  in  cultivating  them  and  gathering 
the  fruit.  The  climatic  conditions  are  so  peculiar  there  that  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  same  method  of  pruning  would  be  suitable  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains;  but  I  think  a  lesson  in  thorough  and  perpet- 
ual cultivation  is  plainly  taught.  If  the  same  attention  was  be- 
stowed in  this  regard  in  the  Eastern  and  Central  States  I  have  no 
doubt  that  much  better  fruit  would  be  grown.  It  has  been  my  opin- 
ion for  years  past  that  the  true  theorv  of  orchard  culture  is  to  stir 
the  entire  surface  of  the  soil  frequently  but  not  deeply  (say  3  inches) 
during  every  year  so  long  as  the  orchard  lives.  If  this  treatment 
is  varied  by  seeding  to  clover  for  a  year  or  two  no  evil  may  result, 
but  in  no  case  shomd  small  grain  be  sown. 

During  the  fall  an  official  visit  was  made  to  southwestern  Missouri 
and  northwestern  Arkansas.  This  region  seems  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  growth  of  many  of  our  leading  fruits.  The  elevation  above 
the  sea-level  is  much  greater  than  for  hundreds  of  miles  in  any  di- 
rection, making  a  cooler  climate  in  summer  -than  might  be  supposed 
for  that  latitude,  and  producing  winter  apples  of  goo(l  keeping  Qual- 
ities. The  lay  of  the  land  is  quite  mountainous  in  places,  but  tiiere 
is  an  abundance  of  imdulating  and  level  land  upon  which  to  plant 
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large  orchards.  The  size,  color,  and  flavor  of  the  apples  grown  there 
are  very  superior.  The  peach  seeins  to  be  at  home  also,  and  more 
luscious  peaches  I  have  /lever  tasted  than  grew  there.  The  peach 
crop  rarely  fails  south  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  west  of  the  center  of  the 
State  and  east  of  Indian  Territory.  The  pear  also  does  well  there, 
but  blijght  is  sometimes  seen. 

Smafl.  fruits  of  all  kinds  flourish  in  the  rich  soils.  More  thrifty 
fields  of  raspberry  and  blackberry  I  never  saw  than  on  the  Olden 
Fruit  Farm  m  Howell  County,  Mo.  This  is  one  of  the  most  promis- 
ing large  fruit  farms  in  the  Central  States.  About  4,000  acres  are  in 
this  tract,  which  is  covered  with  oak  timber,  except  about  1,000  acres, 
which  have  been  cleared  and  planted  pi'incipally  to  the  peach  and 
apple.  This  enterprise  is  already  paying,  altliough  only  tour  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  first  clearing  of  the  native  growth  and  or- 
chard planting  began.  Last  year  the  gross  receipts  were  over  $9,000, 
and  mostly  from  tne  sale  of  the  first  crop  of  peaches  on  the  oldest 
trees.  No  disease  and  very  few  borers  have  to  be  contended  with  in 
peach  culture  there. 

The  grape  grows  and  bears  well,  but  so  far  it  has  not  been  consid- 
ered as  profitable  as  the  orchard  fruits. 

To  those  desixing  to  move  to  a  country  of  mild  winters,  and  sum- 
mers not  too  warm,  and  engage  in  fruit  growing,  I  know  of  no  better 
place  in  the  Central  States, 

INVESTIGATIONS  IN  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Prof.  J.  B.  Steere,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  having  determined  to 
visit  the  Philii)piue  Islands  for  scientific  investigations,  I  arrange 
with  him  to  secure  for  this  Department  such  seeds  and  plants  as  he 
might  think  valuable  for  trial  in  the  more  tropical  parts  of  ^his 
country.  He  forwarded  seeds  of  several  species  oi  Anona  and  of  the 
best  varieties  of  the  mango  found  there;  out  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  latter  were  (as  I  had  feared  they  would  bo)  entirely  dead  upon 
arrival  here.  Plants  of  six  varieties  of  the  banana  came  through  in 
good  order.  The  above  were  at  once  sent  to  southern  Florida  for 
triah 

In  connection  with  this  it  may  be  of  interest  to  give  a  part  of  Pro- 
fessor Steere's  letter  to  me,  written  while  there: 

The  natives  seem  to  have  made  no  attempts  at  improving  the  fruits  that  have 
fallen  into  their  hands,  and  the  Spanish,  their  masters,  have  made  as  little,  so  that 
any  excellence  in  tlie  fruits  of  the  country,  or,  in  fact,  any  other  products,  will  4^ 
pend  on  the  natural  diameter  of  the  country  or  on  that  of  the  original  introductions, 
if  they  are  introduced  kinds.  Unfortunately  the  citrus  fruits,  of  which  vou  spoke 
more  especially,  are  one  of  the  least  cultivated,  and  rather  poor  in  quality.  The 
oranges  appear  to  have  been  inti'oduced  from  China,  and  have  cained  nothing  in 
transportation;  a  loose-skinned  small  one  is  cultivated  about  Ilo  llo  of  good  qudSty. 
Lemons  are  of  poor  quality'  but  of  large  size.  Limes  are  good,  but  the  pomelo  is  not 
equal  to  that  of  China.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bananas  are  of  many  varieties  ana 
of  most  excellent  quality.  These  islands  would  seem  to  be  one  of  the  original  hab- 
itats of  Musa.  There  are  at  least  three  wild  species,  I  believe.  One  of  these  is  tite 
**  abacao,"  wliich  is  now  cultivated  on  the  islands  for  the  product,  Manila  heu^p,  ^4 
seems  to  have  been  in  use  from  time  immemorial  by  the  people  as  a  mater^d  for 
clothing,  fishing  nets,  .etc.  It  rarely  fruits,  and  loves  a  cool^  moist  climate  best;  the 
finest  specimens  I  saw  were  at  a  height  of  2,500  feet,  in  the  island  of  Negroe,  and  with 
the  thermometer  marking  67°  F.  at  night.  The  fruit  is  said  to  be  full  of  seeds,  like 
that  of  the  other  wild  species.  There  is  a  second  wild  kind  abundant  in  these  central 
islands  called  **  pacol'^by  the  natives;  its  fiber  is  also  used  as  a  textile,  and  is  finer 
but  weaker  than  abacao;  its  fruits  are  greenish-yellow,  angled  or  ribbed  like  the 
baa£Mia  sold  in  the  home  (American)  markets,  and  what  piup  there  is  ia  sweet  and 
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high  flavored,  bat  .full  of  black  seeds  a  little  larger  than  apple  seeds.  The  plant 
grows  to  a  height  of  12  to  15  feet,  and  is  found  in  large  numbers,  sometimes  occu- 
pying several  acres  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else.  The  fruit  is  eaten  by  birds 
and  monkeys,  and  the  natives  also  use  it.  At  the  aouih ,  in  Mindfmao,  tiiere  is  a  third 
species  with  smaller  and  smooth  yellow  fruits,  but  also  full  of  seeds.  The  cultivated 
varieties  are  ver^  many,  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty^  and  manv  of  them  are  mu^ 
finer  than  anytmng  I  ever  saw  in  South  America.  I  should  think  several  of  th^ 
would  be  very  suitable  for  transportation  and  would  be  a  fine  addition  to  the  fruits 
sold  in  our  markets,  but  whether  fitted  for  any  part  of  the  United  States  I  do  not 
know.  I  shall  return  in  August  or  September,  and  might  bring  along  plimts  of  all 
the  better  varieties  obtainable,  if  you  mought  it  desirame. 

The  mangoes  of  the  islands  are  of  several  (about  three)  varieties,  and  of  ezoellent 
quality.  Here  in  the  central  Philippines  the  trees  are  large  and  of  great  b^uty, 
spreading,  and  the  branches  reaching  the  ground  on  overf  side,  forming  great  masses 
of  dark  green,  which  are  landmarks,  as  mej  can  be  distmguished  from  all  ^e  other 
vegetation.  The  trees  have  an  irregular  way  of  shedding  their  leaves  which  is  curi- 
ous—shedding them  on  one  side  or  one  branch  at  a  time,  and  the  fruiting  of  the  tree 
is  determined  by  this. 

Cocoa-nuts  are  here  of  great  excellence  and  a  great  number  of  varieties,  but  of 
course  would  be  of  no  use  to  you. 

I  found  at  Tamboanfa  Mindanao,  a  fruit— one  of  the  custard-apples— of  very  ex- 
cellent qiiality,  resembling  the  cherimoya  of  Peru  in  shape,  flavor,  and  seeds,  bat 
reddish  in  color;  it  is  probably,  I  should  think,  a  South  American  introductioa; 
perhaps  changed  by  the  conditions  found  here.    I  have  preserved  seeds  of  it. 

The  guava  of  South  America  has  been  imjported  here  and  has  run  wild  in  great 
quantioes  in  waste  places,  but  has  not  been  unproved  b^  the  change. 

The  durion  exists  at  Tamboanga,  but  did  not  fruit  this  year,  so  that  I  had  no  op- 
portunity to  test  its  quality. 

The  Spanish  priests  have  introduced  the  grape,  and  one  sees  vines  frequently  about 
their  houses,  but  it  leads  a  sorry  existence,  and  I  have  not  yet  seen  it  muting. 

The  nanca  or  jack-fruit,  I  believe,  grows  abundantly  and  of  enormous  size,  bat 
as  elsewhere  is  coarse  and  unfitted  for  our  taste. 

Water-melons  and  musk-melons  are  practically  unknown. 

I  shall  be  coming  back  at  a  time  that  will  allow  of  brining  living  plants  with  me, 
and  if  there,  is  anything  needed  in  your  Division  of  the  Department,  or  any  other, 
which  I  can  obtain,  I  uiall  be  glad  to  undertake  to  bring  it.  * 

A  number  of  f  niit  seeds  have  also  been  received  and  distributed 
from  Japan,  the  East  Indies,  and  South  America. 

Plants  of  fifty  varieties  of  the  best  English  gooseberries  were  im- 
ported and  distributed  in  Oregon  and  Washin^on  Territory.  They 
are  reported  as  growing  thriftily,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
succeed  there  quite  as  well  as  in  England. 

CUB  WILD  FRUITS. 

The  wild  fruits  of  the  United  States  are  certainly  of  such  great 
value  that  every  possible  means  should  be  employed  to  thoroughly 
investigate  them  m  their  natural  localities,  and  introduce  to  culti- 
vation such  as  are  likely  to  prove  of  value  to  the  practical  pomolo- 
g'st,  or  the  scientific  experimenter.  Many  of  the  most  valuable 
uits  now  cultivated  in  America  are  entirely  of  native  origin. 
There  are  very  few  varieties  of  the  grape  planted  and  successfully 
grown  in  the  vineyards  east  of  California  and  New  Mexico  that  are 
npt  direct  descendants  of  the  wild  species  of  our  forests  and  thickets. 
And  yet  the  natural  field  as  regards  this  fruit  alone  has  been  as  yet 
btitpoorly  explored. 

The  Concord  is  but  one  remove  from  the  wild  Vitis  labrusca  as 
found  in  the  woods  of  Massachusetts.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  will  never  fully  appreciate  the  value  of  the  labors  of  Mr.  Bull 
in  originating  this  variety;  for  they  not  only  resulted  in  placing  this 
delicious  grape  on  the  tables  of  the  rich  and  poor  alike,  at  a  shiaU 
price,  but  the  Catawba,  the  Delaware,   and  all  other  grapes  pre- 
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"viously  CTOwn  and  sold  for  more  than  the  poor  conld  pay,  were 
thereby  lowered  in  price,  and  a  stimulus  -created  in  grape  culture 
which  will  never  cease  to  be  a  blessing  to  our  people.  Iforton's  Vir- 
ginia is  a  wild  seedling  of  V.  cBstivalis  that  stanas  to-day  as  one  of 
the  nearest  proof  against  the  dreadful  fungus  diseases,  and  unsur- 

?assed  as  a  \rino  grape  by  either  foreign  or  native  varieties.  The 
llinton,  which  is  a  pure  seedling  of  the  wild  V.  riparia  (a  species 
that  has  the  widest  natural  range  of  territory  of  any  of  the  ffenus), 
has  proven  so  well  able  to  resist  the  attacks  of  the  dreaded  phylloxera 
upon  the  root,  that  French  vinoyardists  have  bought  millions  of  the 
plants  and  cuttings  upon  which  to  graft  their  more  delicate  vari- 
eties. 

As  yet  the  wild  grapes  of  America  have  but  barely  begun  to  be 
utilized.  In  my  last  annual  report  I  said  that  the  investigation  of 
this  subject  by  this  Division  had  been  taken  up,  and  I  have  now  to 
report  that  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  year  1888  have  been  of 
the  most  interesting  character.  A  monograph  of  the  genus  Vitis 
is  being  prepared  for  publication  by  the  Division  with  the  assistance 
of  Mr.  T.  V.  Munson,  of  Texas,  as  a  special  agent,  and  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  work  is  already  done.  As  the  field-work,  the  prep- 
aration of  the  original  colored  illustrations,  and  the  literary  part 
also  progressed,  it  became  evident  that  we  would  need  all  of  another 
year  to  complete  it.  The  number  of  species  known  to  be  native  in 
America  has  increased  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-six  within  the 
last  year  as  a  result  of  our  field-work,  and  present  indications  are 
that  more  may  yet  be  found.  Some  varieties  lately  discovered  have 
such  good  qualities  that  they  will  be  of  special  value  to  our  vine- 
yardists  even  without  the  improvement  that  cultivation  will  imme- 
diately bring  about;  as  the  basis  of  varieties  that  may  and  will  be 
produced  by  hybridization  they  are  certain  to  be  of  the  highest 
value. 

The  patience  of  many  correspondents  is  bespoken  with  this  work; 
for  the  value  of  accuracy  and  completeness,  as  near  as  may  be 
reached,  is  too  great  to  be  jeopardized  by  hurry  and  premature  pub- 
lication. 

But  the  grape  is  by  no  means  the  only  wild  fruit  that  deserves  at- 
tention, or  that  is  receiving  it.  The  wild  plums  are  fast  becoming 
a  popular  orchard  fruit,  not  that  they  are  as  good  in  quality  of  fruit 
as  the  European  varieties,  but  their  comparative  ability  to  resist 
insect  attacks  gives  them  a  great  advantage.  If  it  were  not  for 
our  native  species,  our  markets  and  our  tables  would  rarely  be 
supplied  with  plums,  except  in  a  few  favored  localities.  As  it  is, 
there  need  not  be  a  farmer  or  owner  of  a  village  lot  who  may  not 
have  an  abundance  of  this  fruit  by  taking  quite  ordinary  pains  to 
produce  it.  The  varieties  differ  sufficiently  in  time  of  ripening  to 
cover  a  period  of  fully  two  months. 

There  are  but  few  of  the  small  fruits  commonly  grown  in  the 
United  States  that  are  not  the  product  of  her  native  flora,  improved 
by  the  skill  of  her  citizens,  or  wildlings  selected  directly  from  the 
hand  of  nature. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  expend  all  the  time  and  money  that  can  be 
justly  devoted  to  such  work  in  field  investigations  with  a  view  to 
determining  the  territory  occupied  by  each  species,  their  botanical 
relationships  and  variations,  and  to  discover  and  preserve  for  culture 
and  scientinc  experiment  such  as  may  be  likely  to  prove  worthy. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  every  year  many  chance  seedlings  of  wild 
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origin  disappear  before  the  ax  and  fire  of  the  settler.  Such  cases 
have  been  reported  to  this  office,  and  others  have  been  frequently 
brought  to  public  notice. 

PARIS  EXPOSITION. 

This  Department  having,  by  act  of  Congress,  been  directed  to 
prepare  an  exhibit  for  the  Paris  Exposition  during  1889,  it  became 
my  duty  to  attend  to  that  part  of  it  relative  to  the  fruit  industry. 
This  work  is  but  partially  begun,  but  it  is  expected  to  secure  an  ex- 
hibit of  dried,  canned,  and  preserved  fruits  that  shall  be  a  credit 
to  the  country. 

THE  APPLE. 

The  year  1888  will  be  remembered  as  a  remarkable  one  foi*  an 
abundant  apple  crop  in  all  the  States  where  that  fruit  is  grown.  In 
some  places  good  winter  apples  would  only  bring  the  grower  about 
10  cents  per  bushel,  and  many  thousands  of  bushels  were  allowed  to 
rot  in  the  orchard  because  of  no  market  demand.  In  Ohio  and  some 
of  the  neighboring  States  where  last  year  there  was  almost  no  crop, 
this  year  there  has  been  an  abundant  one  and  of  excellent  quality. 
In  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Dakota,  northern  New  England,  and  parts 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  where  the  apple  is  grown  with  difSculty.  there 
has  not  been  so  much  failure  reported  this  year  as  usual.  During 
the  p€wt  year  there  have  been  received  at  this  office  about  fifty  vari- 
eties of  Kussian  apples,  principally  from  Iowa.  Their  season  of 
ripening  began  about  August  1,  ana  with  very  few  exceptions  ended 
with  September.  Their  perishable  character  was  very  noticeable 
upon  the  table  here  beside  the  ordinary  summer  apples  of  the  coxm- 
try,  and  the  opportunity  f c)r  testing  them  together  was  very  good. 
Their  flavor,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  was  very 
poor,  and  insipid  or  sour  and  astringent.  In  appearance  they  were 
generally  ouite  handsome,  and  some  were  exceedingly  so,  but  not  in 
this  regara  superior  to  our  old  varieties.  In  size  they  averaged 
rather  small.  I  give  in  this  report  accurate  descriptions  of  four 
varieties  which  are  rather  above  the  average  in  quality,  and  only 
wish  that  I  could  say  better  things  for  them.  The  blight  has  also 
been  very  severe  on  the  Russian  apple  trees  this  year,  which  seems  to 
be  the  most  serious  defect,  next  to  their  scarcity  of  late-keeping 
varieties.  It  may  be  that  some  kinds  now  being  tested  may  prove 
to  be  winter  apples  in  the  United  States.  It  is,  however,  not  to  be 
inferred  that  those  which  are  late  keepers  in  Russia  will  be  the  same 
in  season  here,  for  experience  with  many  varieties  from  there  has 
proved  this  to  be  true. 

Tne  varieties  described  in  this  report  are  such  as  fairly  represent 
this  class  of  apples. 

VARIETIES. 

Jefferies. 

If  I  should  be  asked  to  select  the  choicest  early  autumn  apple 
known  to  me,  I  would  say  the  Jefferies.  It  is  a  chance  see^lliiig  that 
originated  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  was  first  brought  to  public 
notice  by  the  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society  about  the  year 
1853.  It  has  been  propagated  and  planted  to  a  slight  extent  all  over 
the  country,  and  in  all  cases  heard  of  it  has  been  highly  praised. 
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The  tree  is  of  upright  growth,  forming  a  beautiful  head.  The  twigs 
are  slender  ana  of  a  reddish  color.  Tlie  leaves  are  rather  narrow 
and  bright  green. 

It  begins  to  bear  early,  and  is  one  of  the  most  constant  and  abun- 
dant bearers  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge.  No  family  orchard 
should  be  without  it,  and  for  market  I  have  good  authority  tor  highly 
recommending  it. 

The  illustration  on  Plate  No*  1  was  madQ  from  a  specimen  grown 
by  Rev.  S.  M.  Irwin,  of  Geneva,  Kans. 

Size,  medium;  shape,  flat,  slightly  conical,  regular;  surface,  smooth, 
yellow,  profusely  covered  with  carmine  stripes  and  crimson  splashes; 
dots,  large,  light,  scattering;  basin,  medium,  regular;  eve,  closed; 
cavity,  rather  deep,  sloping,  slightly  russeted;  stem,  snort;  core, 
medium,  meeting  the  eye;  seeds,  numerous,  plump;  flavor,  sub-acid, 
rich,  aromatic;  quality,  best;  season,  August  and  September  in  the 
Middle  States. 

Borovinka  (No.  245). 

This  is  one  of  the  varieties  imported  from  Russia  in  1860  by  the 
XJ.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  distributed  under  the  number 
**245."    The  specimen  from  which  the  accompanying  Plate  No.  9 

gig.  1),  was  made,  was  grown  this  year  by  Cf.  6.  Patten,  Charles 
ty,  Iowa. 

Size,  medium,  diameters  2  by  2H,  axial.  If;  shape,  flattened  oval, 
regular,  unequal;  base,  wavy;  suriace,  uneven,  greenish-white,  mot- 
tled, splashed  and  striped  with  red;  dots,  minute,  white;  basin,  shal- 
low, dished,  little  crimped;  calyx,  closed,  segments  broad  and  long, 
eye  deep;  cavity,  abrupt,  deep,  and  regular;  stem,  very  long,  slender; 
core,  large,  broad,  flat,  closed;  seeds,  round,  flat,  dark-brown:  flesh, 
yellow,  tender,  ^ainy,  dry;  flavor,  mild,  sub-acid,  pleasant,  not;  much 
character;  quality,  poor;  season,  September  in  Iowa. 

Prolific  Stoeeting  (No.  351).         / 

Of  all  the  Russian  apples  that  I  have  tasted  so  far  this  Is  the  best 
in  quality.  It  was  grown  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Hoskins,  Newport,  Vt.  (See 
Plate  No.  9,  Fig.  2.) 

Size,  medium,  2t  by  3i,  axial  H;  shape,  irregular,  flatttoed  coni- 
cal, base  and  apex  very  irregular;  surface,  smooth,  yellowish-white, 
tinged  with  green;  dots,  many,  minute,  indistinct,  white,  also  a  few 
are  distinct  and  of  a  russet  color:  basin,  broad,  shallow,  irre^lar, 
and  very  much  folded;  calyx,  small,  closed  •  eye,  closed;  cavity,  irreg- 
ular, deep,  a  little  light  russet;  stem,  meaium  thick,  curved,  light- 
CTeen;  core,  medium,  closed,  clasi)ing,  "watery;"  seeds,  numerous, 
broad,  flat,  light-brown;  flesh,  white,  fine  grained,  firm,  juicy,  clear 
water-spots;  flavor,  sweet,  very  pleasant;  quality,  good;  season,  Sep- 
tember m  Vermont. 

Zolotoreff  (No.  275). 

Grown  by  C.  G.  Patten,  Charles  City,  Iowa.  (See  Plate  No.  10, 
Fiff.  1.) 

Size,  2iby  2  J,  axial  If;  shape,  irregular,  flattened;  surface,  smooth, 
color  white,  slightly  blushed!^  and  faintly  striped  on  one  eAdo;  dots, 
minute,  white;  basin,  shallow,  irregular;  calyx,  large,  open,  seg- 
ments short  and  broad,  far  apart;  eye,  broad  and  open;  cavity,  ehal- 
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low,  irregular,  russet;  stem,  short,  thick,  fleshy,  lipped,  inclined: 
core,  large,  clasping;  seeds,  large,  brown;  flesh,  white,  coarse  ana 
grainy,  dry;  flavor,  acid,  unpleasant;  quality,  very  poor;  season, 
September  in  Iowa. 

Red  Transparent  (No.  333). 

Grown  by  C.  G.  Patten,  Charles  City,  Iowa.  (See  Plate  No.  10, 
Fig.  2.) 

Size,  medium,  2i  by  2f,  axial,  If;  shape,  flat,  irregular,  angular, 
unequal;  surface,  smooth,  green,  lightly  mottled  and  striped  with 
red,  thin,  white  bloom;  basin,  shallow,  narrow,  irregular;  calyx, 
closed;  eye,  round,  short;  cavity,  nearly  none,  dark  green  about 
stem;  stem,  very  short,  woolly;  core,  large,  open;  seeds,  few,  very 
broad,  almost  round,  flat;  flesn,  greenish-white,  tough,  juicy;  flavor, 
sour,  acrid,  astringent,  disagreeable;  quality,  poor;  season,  Septem- 
ber in  Iowa. 

THE   PEAR. 

There  are  several  new  varieties  of  this  fruit  coming  to  notice  each 
year,  and  I  have  selected  two  of  the  best  for  illustration  and  special 
description. 

Wilder. 

Among  the  midsummer  pears  there  is  none  that  pleases  me  better 
than  this  one,  except  that  its  size  is  rather  small.  But  like  the 
Seckel,  what  it  lacks  in  size  it  makes  up  in  quality,  although  it  is 
larger  than  that  variety.  It  is  a  chance  seedlinc  found  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.  The  original  tree  was  partially  crafted  with  scions 
of  Buffum  in  1870,  when  it  was  young,  and  would  never  have  borne 
any  fruit  except  of  this  old  variety  had  not  three  of  the  natural 
branches  been  left.  These  bear  profusely,  and  the  fruit  when  fully 
colored  is  quite  attractive.     It  doos  not  rot  at  the  core. 

Size,  small  to  medium;  shape,  pyraform,  bell-shaped,  irregular,  a 
little  angular;  surface,  smooth,  pale-yellow  ground  with  deep  shad- 
ing of  brownish-carmine;  dote,  very  numerous  and  small;  basin, 
shallow,  regular  J  eye,  nearly  closed,  sepals  long  and  reflexed;  apex, 
rather  abrupt  with  a  slight  cavity;  stem,  short;  core,  closed,  very 
small;  seeds,  very  small,  narrow,  pointed,  dark;  flesh,  very  pale, 
whitish-yellow,  finegrained,  tender;  flavor,  subacid,  sprightly,  much 
like  Bartlett;  quality,  very  good;  season,  August,  in  western  New 
York. 

The  colored  drawing  on  Plate  No.  3  was  made  August  10,  1888, 
from  a  specimen  sent  by  Charles  A.  Green,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Idaho, 

This  pear  has  been  attracting  so  much  attention  and  is  of  such  real 
value  that  I  take  pleasure  in  giving  it  a  place  in  this  report.  It  is  a 
variety  raised  from  seed  saved  from  an  unknown  variety  and  planted 
about  the  year  1867  by  Mrs.  Mulkey.  of  Lewiston,  Idaho,  and  first 
brought  to  public  notice  in  the  fall  ot  1886  by  Mr.  John  H.  Evans, 
of  that  place.  It  has  been  stated  in  some  of  the  papers  that  it  is  of 
Chinese  parentage,  **  similar  to  Keiffer,"  but  my  opinion  is  that  this 
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is  a  mistake,  for  the  fruit  bears  no  resemblance  to  that  class  either 
in  flavor  or  texture.  It  is  much  like  Angouleme  in  both  these  char- 
acters. 

Specimens  received  at  this  oflBce  October  4,  1888,  from  Mr.  Evans 
were  in  fine  condition,  and  the  illustration  on  Plate  No.  2  of  this  re- 
port is  as  near  exact  in  color,  size,  and  shape  as  could  be  made,  and 
is  not  exaggerated  in  any  respect.  The  original  tree  began  to  bear 
fruit  four  years  from  the  seed.  I  would  recommend  it  for  extensive 
trial,  as  the  tree  has  already  proven  itself  to  be  hardy  in  several 
northern  States. 

Size  of  fruit  from  4  to  4^  inches  diameter;  shape,  a  little  flattened, 
tapering  slightly  both  ways  from  the  center,  quite  irregular,  de- 
pressed at  the  stem*  surface,  rou^h  and  uneven,  yellow  or  straw 
color,  with  a  faint  blush  or  brownish-red  on  the  sunny  side,  and  a 
few  bronzed  blotches;  dots,  minute,  dark,  and  verv  numerous;  basin, 
deep,  flaring,  very  irregular  or  ribbed,  and  thickly  covered  with  fine 
brown  dots;  cavity,  medium,  abrupt,  irregular;  stem,  stout  and 
rather  long;  core,  very  small;   seeds,  few;  flesh,  almost  white,  fine 

trained,  buttery,  melting,  lacks  the  grit  so  often  found  in  pears; 
avor,  sweet,  to  mild  subacid,  rich  and  aromatic,  juicy;  quality,  very 
good;  season,  September  in  Idaho. 

THE  PLUM. 

Plum  culture  seems  to  be  getting  more  popular  as  the  improved 
varieties  of  the  native  American  species  become  known,  and  also  the 
benefit  of  spraying  with  arsenical  mixtures  to  prevent  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  curcSio. 

Wayland. 

Among  the  host  of  native  American  plums  that  have  been  brought 
to  notice  this  is  the  best  one  I  have  yet  tasted. 

Concerning  the  history  of  this  plum  Mr.  T.  V.  Munson  has  given 
the  following: 

Downer  &  Brother,  of  Fairview,  Ky.,  wrote  me,  November  8, 1888,  in  answer  to 
my  question  for  its  origin,  etc.,  the  following: 

''As  to  origin  of  Wayland  Plum,  it  was  sent  us  (J.  S.  Downer  &  Sons),  diiring 
fath^s  life,  by  Prof.  H.  B.  Wayland,  of  Cadiz,  Ky.  We  understood  it  to  be  a 
seedling  on  his  {^remises,  as  he  said  it  was  in  a  plum  thicket.  We  named  this  one 
Wayland.  We  introduced  it  but  have  lost  sight  of  Professor  Wayland;  do  not  know 
that  he. yet  lives." 

It  is  of  the  same  type  or  species  as  the  Golden  Beauty  (discovered  during  the  civil 
war,  in  western  Texas,  on  the  Colorado  River),  dissemmated  by  G.  Onderdonk,  and 
the  Kanawha  plum,  disseminated  years  ago  by  P.  J.  Berckmans.  The  origin  of  the 
latter  I  do  not  Know.    I  suspect  the  Wayland  is  a  seedling  of  the  Kanawha. 

Last  August,  when  on  a  tour  of  investigation  of  native  grapes  and  other  wild 
fruits,  I  found  a  thicket  of  plum  trees  of  the  same  character  as  the  Wayland,  being 
full  of  late  fruit  similar  to  that  variety.  I  consider  these  all  of  the  same  species-- 
Pruntis  umbeRata,  with  whose  botamcal  description  they  pretty  well  agree.  They 
are  certainly  not  of  the  Chicasa  species,  as  commonly  supposed. 

The  curculio  may  deposit  eggs  in  the  young  fruit,  but  no  signs  of  them  can  be 
discovered  in  the  mature  fruit.  Neither  are  they  affected  with  rot  in  this  region,  as 
are  the  varieties  of  Prunua  domestica,  or  European  Plum,  and  the  Wild  Goose, 
sometimes. 

*  They  ripen  here  in  the  last  of  August  and  first  of  September,  about  with  the  Heath 
Cling  peach. 

The  stone  is  small,  smooth,  and  ellipsoidal.  The  fruit  makes  fine  jelly,  jam,  and 
preserves,  and  also  cans  well.  No  black  knot  or  other  disease  yet  noticed  on  any  of 
this  class. 
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In  size  it  is  fully  as  large  as  Wild  Goose,  nearly  round  in  shape, 
and  of  a  brilliant  reddish  purple.  The  season  is  quite  late,  in  fact  the 
latest  of  any  good  native  American  plum  that  I  have  seen.  The  quality 
is  very  good,  and  when  cooked  it  is  not  sour  as  is  the  case  with  nearly 
all  native  varieties.  In  productiveness  it  is  not  excelled,  a  statement 
that  I  have  the  best  of  evidence  to  confirm.  The  illustration  on  Plate 
No.  5  was  made  from  specimens  sent  me  and  grown  by  T.  V.  Munson, 
of  Denison,  Tex, 

Cflyman, 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  not  only  a  novelty  but  a  noteworthy 
departure  from  the  usual  type  of  the  varieties  of  the  garden  plum  of 
Europe — Prunus  domestica.  It  grew  from  a  seed  planted  in  1866 
by  Mrs.  Clyman  in  the  Napa  Valley,  in  California,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  taken  from  the  old  '*  teach"  plum.  It  first  attracted 
attention  by  maturing  its  fruit  long  before  any  other  plum  of  this 
family,  being  about  with  Wild  Goose.  The  original  tree  having 
outgrown  its  surroundings  three  sprouts  were  dug  from  the  roots, 
which  are  now  ten  years  old,  and  Have  borne  fruit  continuously  iot 
the  last  six  or  seven  years.  The  tree  is  a  very  vigorous  grower  and 
the  leaves  are  extremely  large,  as  samj>les  of  young  shoots  received 
from  California  this  year  testify.  On  the  ])earing  branches  they  are 
much  smaller,  as  the  accom|>anying  plate,  No.  4,  shows. 

The  first  ripe  fruit  was  picWod  this  year  at  Napa  City,  CaL,  on 
June  15,  which  is  fully  four  to  six  weeks  in  advance  of  ordinary 
plums.  Of  course  it  may  be  expected  to  be  subject  to  the  att-acks 
of  the  curculio,  and  should  only  be  grown  where  a  reasonable  degree 
of  immunity  exists,  or  by  those  who  expect  to  use  defensive  means 
against  this  dread  enemy. 

The  fruit  is  round  in  sha])a  slightly  flattened  at  the  end  opposite 
the  stem,  with  a  distinct  suture  on  one  side.  The  slvin  is  a  dark 
purple,  with  a  heavy  bloom  over  all,  which  gives  it  a  rich  bluish 
color.  The  flesh  is  yellow,  firm,  and  of  delicious  flavor.  When  ripe 
it  is  a  perfect  freestone.  The  principal  merit  over  the  old  varieties 
lies  in  its  earliness,  which  makes  it  profitable  for  market  purposed 
long  before  all  other  plums  of  this  class. 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Leonard  Coates,  of  Napa  City,  CaL,  for  the 
specimens  and  the  information  here  given. 

THE  PEACH. 

The  J)each  crop  this  year  was  unusually  good  over  a  great  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  generally  of  superior  quality. 

The  peninsula  which  comprises  Delawai'e  and  a  part  of  Miivvlaml 
is,  perhaps,  the  mecca  of  the  peach-grower,  but  that  dre^id  disease, 
**tne  yellows,"  is  making  sad  innKids  upon  the  industry  there. 
But  as  the  subject  is  now  being  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  best 
scientific  experts  to  determine  the  cause,  and,  if  possible,  a  remedy, 
it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  check,  if  not  to  overcome  it. 

The  peaches  of  California  are  attracting  much  att^ention  in  the 
markets  of  Chicago  and  other  of  the  more  northei'n  and  central 
cities,  where  they  are  received  in  the  fresh  state,  and  the  dried  and 
preserved  jjroduct  from  that  State  is  also  becoming  very  popular. 

Parts  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  are  well  suited  to  peach  culture, 
and  will  in  time  come  more  prominently  before  public  notice  in  this 
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regard.  The  extreme  southern  parts  of  the  Union  are  forced  to  cul- 
tivate a  quite  different  class  of  varieties  from  those  grown  in  what  is 
known  as  the  peach-growing  sections.  This  matter  is  set  forth  very 
plainly  in  my  annual  report  of  last  year  (1887). 

The  facts  seem  to  be  tnat  there  is  not  enough  cool  weather  in  the 
greater  part  of  Florida  to  afford  sufficient  cessation  of  growth  in  the 
ordinary  kinds  of  peaches,  and  they  either  bloom  at  a  time  wlien 
they  are  killed  by  frost  or  do  not  bloom  at  all.  In  short,  this  strain 
of  the  peach  family  is  out  of  climate  there. 

But  when  the  Peen-to  was  introduced  from  China,  an  impetus  was 
given  to  peach-growing  in  Florida.  This  variety  soon  bore  fruit, 
and  although  small  and  of  a  peculiarly  bitterish  flavor,  it  was  far 
better  than  none.  The  peculiar  flattened  shape  made  it  a  novelty, 
but  its  extreme  earliness  was  the  peculiar  point  of  value,  as  it  en- 
abled the  grower  to  place  ripe  peaches  on  the  markets  of  the  North 
during  the  early  part  of  May. 

Seedlings  of  the  Peen-to  were  soon  produced,  which  in  some  cases 
retained  the  flattened  shape,  and  some  were  like  ordinary  peaches. 

BidwelVs  Early. 

Mr.  I.  A.  Bidwell  (now  deceased)  began  the  planting  of  seeds  of 
Peen-to  in  the  winter  of  1882.  Two  of  the  first  nine  seedlings  that 
he  grew  were  exactly  alike  in  all  respects,  and  produced  fruit  so  dif- 
ferent from  and  so  much  better  than  the  parent  that  it  was  named 
in  his  honor. 

In  size  it  is  from  1  to  2  inches  in  diameter,  of  an  oblong  shape,  and 
pointed  a  little  to  one  side  of  the  center.  The  color  is  a  creamy  white 
with  delicate  blush  on  the  sunny  side.  The  stone  is  rather  small  and 
tapering,  often  split  at  the  base  and  to  which  the  flesh  adheres  slightly. 
Samples  were  sent  me  for  two  years  past  by  Mr.  James  Mott,  of  Or- 
lando, Fla.,  and  the  picture  on  Plate  No.  G  was  made  from  one  of 
them. 

There  are  many  other  new  seedlings  of  this  character  lately  orig- 
inated in  Florida,  and  some  of  them  may  in  time  prove  to  be  more 
valuable  than  this  one.. 

The  Dwarf  Juneherry  {AmelancJiier  ohlongifolia). 

Nearly  every  person  familiar  with  the  trees  and  plants  of  his  own 
State  has  gathered  and  eaten  the  Jimeberry,  or  as  some  call  it,  **Serv- 
iceberry."  The  common  species  is  a  small  tree,  and  there  are  few 
country  boys  in  the  Central  States  who  have  not  climbed  the  trees  in 
the  early  summer  for  their  toothsome  berries.  There  is.  however, 
another  branch  of  this  botanical  genus,  which  some  claim  is  a  dis* 
tinct  species,  and  others  that  it  only  a  suo-species,  that  is  of  dwarfish 
growth,  being  about  4  feet  in  height,  and  in  manner  of  growth 
much  like  the  wild  hazel.  It  is  found  wild  in  some  parts  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains  and  in  the  Lake  Superior  regions  and  westward. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  specific  characters  sufiicitnit  to  make  at 
least  two  species  of  Amelancliier^  if  not  several,  among  these  dwarf 
forms. 

At  least  one  of  them  {A,  ohloncjifolia)  thrives  well  under  cultiva- 
tion and  Ls  becoming  quite  popular  as  a  small  fruit,  especially  in  the 
prairie  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  although  not  native  in 
that  region  so  far  as  I  know.    There  are  several  varieties  which  differ 
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slightly  in  height  of  bush  and  color  and  shape  of  foliage.  The  fruit 
also  varies  a  little  in  color  but  is  generally  a  dark  purple  when  fully 
ripe.  One  variety  in  Missouri  is^aid  to  be  white.  The  fruit  is  a 
berry-like  pome,  nearly  the  shape  and  size  of  the  common  liuckle- 
berry.  The  flavor  is  sweet,  or  mild  subacid,  and  hj  some  thought 
to  be  too  sweet  for  cooking  purposes.  It  is  very  nice  when  made 
into  saxice  or  pies  mixed  with  green  gooseberries,  as  the  sharp  acid 
of  one  and  the  sugar  of  the  other  seem  to  make  a  very  good  combi- 
nation. I  do  not  think  it  will  ever  rank  equal  with  some  of  our 
leading  small  fruits;  but  it  is  certainly  well  worth  a  place  in  a  family 
berry  patch. 

The  plants  propagate  from  suckers  that  spring  up  near  the  base  of 
the  bushes,  but  do  not  become  a  nuisance.  They  should  be  set  about 
2  or  3  feet  apart  in  rows  8  feet  apart  and  where  they  will  never  need 
moving,  for  once  planted  they  will  continue  for  one's  life-time.  There 
are  no  thorns,  and  insects  do  not  seem  to  prey  upon  either  plant  or 
foliage  or  fruit.  They  transplant  easily  and  are  remarkably  hardy 
from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Gulf.  I  have  known  plantations  in 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Illinois  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  they 
have  never  been  killed  by  the  heat  of  summer  or  tne  cold  of  win- 
ter, and  one  large  patch  on  my  own  farm  has  never  failed  to  bear 
abundantly  in  all  that  time. 

Sitccess. 

This  is  a  variety  of  the  Juneberry  that  I  prize  more  than  any  that 
I  have  ever  tasted,  and  a  colored  illustration  of  it  may  be  seen  on 
Plate  No.  7  in  this  report.  It  is  now  being  sold  by  some  of  the  lead- 
ing nurseries  af  reasonable  prices. 

The  Pepino  {Solcmum  Ghiatamdlense). 

^This  plant  is  also  called  the  *^  Melon  Shrub,"  and  has  been  quite  thor- 
oughly  tested  in  the  United  States  and  found  to  succeea  only  in  a 
very  few  places  in  Florida  and  California.  It  came  originally  from 
Peru  and  Guatemala.  It  was  first  brought  to  California  by  a  Mr. 
Grelech,  of  Los  Angeles.  It  has  been  so  well  described  by  him  that 
I  give  an  extract  from  what  he  says  regarding  it: 

'  The  Melon  Shrub,  as  it  grows  in  the  Central  American  highlands,  is,  as  the  name 
defines  it,  a  shrub.  It  reaches  at  its  best  2  or  8  feet  each  way,  but  .is  generally 
smaller,  and  recalls  in  many  respects  the  Chili  pepper  vine,  the  tomato,  or  me  night- 
shade. The  flowers  resemble  those  of  the  Chin  pepper,  are  very  numerous  and  of 
a  beautiful  violet  color,  and  are  most  charming  when  used  in  floral  decorations. 
The  plants  should  be  set  in  rows  4  feet  apart  and  2  feet  in  the  rows.  A  montli  and 
a  han  after  bein^  set  out  the  fruit  wiU  be^  to  set,  and  in  three  months  after  plant- 
ing the  fruit  willripen  and  continue  to  ripen  until  checked  by  frost  The  fruit  is 
of  the  size  of  a  hen  or  goose  egg,  or  even  larger,  and  very  much  of  the  same  shape. 
The  color  is  lemon  or  pale  orange  with  streaks  or  waves  of  bright  violet,  the  whole 
making  a  fruit  unrivaled  in  beauty.  The  interior  of  the  fruit  is  a  solid  pulp  similar 
to  that  of  a  pear,  also  of  a  pale-yellow  color,  and  of  a  taste  resembling  that  of  a 
fine  musk-melon,  but  which  nas  besides  a  most  charming  acid,  so  wholesome  and  so 
delicious  that  when  the  fruit  is  partaken  of  on  a  very  warm  day  it  allays  the  thirst 
for  several  hours.  The  plant  is  an  enormous  yielder.  I  have  seen  plants  of  small 
size,  say  2  by  2  feet,  bear  80  large  fruits,  which  from  their  size  and  weight  pressed 
the  branches  to  the  groimd,  and  thus  formed  a  most  beautiful  border  all  around  the. 
plant. 

The  Melon  Shrub  can  stand  light  frost,  but  heavy  frost  will  cut  it  to  the  ground. 
The  dead  branches  should  tlien  be  cut  off,  the  plants  covered  with  an  inch  or  so  of 
straw,  and  it  will,  if  so  protected,  start  up  in  the  spring  as  vigorously  as  before. 

Having  decided  upon  the  merits  of  this  plant,  and  b&ng  satisfied  that  it  will  be- 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


RBPOBT  OF  THE  POMOLOGIST.  677 

oome  a  most  welcome  addition  to  the  fruit  not  onlv  of  Califomia  but  of  all  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States  of  the  Unions  we  decided  to  bring  the  same  with  us  to 
Califomia  and  try  it  here.  After  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and  I  must  say  no  little 
expense  and  anxiety,  we  have  now  eminently  succeeded.  Our  experience  has  been, 
we  think,  most  valuable  to  us.  The  Melon  Shrub  grows  in  Califomia  even  better 
than  in  C^ntrid  America,  and  the  fruit  is  decidedly  superior. 

The  following  paper  on  "  Our  Cultivated  Fruits,  Native  and  In- 
troduced'^ was  prepared  for  publication  by  your  direction,  and  al- 
though it  covers  a  part  of  the  same  subject  treated  more  fully  in  a 
special  report  on  "Tropical  and  Semi-tropical  Fruits,"  issued  by  this 
iJivision  last  year,  yet  1  trust  it  will  serve  a  good  purpose  to  have  it 
appe^  in  this  report. 

ThanMng  you  for  the  very  deep  interest  you  have  constantly  shown 
in  the  work  of  this  Division,  I  am,  sir, 
Most  respectfully, 

H.  E.  Van  Deman, 
Hon.  NoBMAN  J.  CoLMAN,  Pomologist 

Commissioner  of  AgricvUv/re. 


OUR  CULTIVATED  FRUITS— NATIVE  AND  INTRODUCED. 
[A  p^Mir  pMpored  1^  W.  H.  Bagan,  of  QreeDcastle,  Ind.,  under  the  superviBion  of  the  Pomologtet] 

Horticulture  is  truly  ''  an  art  which  does  mend  nature."  Were  it  possible  for  us 
to  retiun  even  to  medieval  times  and  compare  the  conditions  of  pomology  in  tboee 
days,  with  the  present,  we  would  certainly  recognize  the  wonderful  influence  which 
man  has  wrought  upon  the  fruits  of  the  garden  and  the  orchard. 

Tbe  edible  fruits  of  those  early  days  were  few  in  numbers  and  but  slightly  re- 
moved from  the  original  types  of  the  species  to  which  they  may  have  belonged. 
The  liberal  Hand  wmch  has  so  boimteously  blessed  us  with  the  luscious  fruits  of 
our  gardens,  wisely  desired  that  we  should  earn,  to  some  extent,  through  acquired 
skill  and  knowledge  gamed  by  experience  and  observation,  an  influence  over  the 
fruits,  which  should  enable  us  to  so  modify  and  change  their  natures  as  to  better 
please  and  satisfy  us.  What  we  may  assume  to  be  an  improvement  upon  nature 
may 9  however,  only  be  a  delusion,  for  in  reality  the  perfect  type  of  the  species  is 
that  which  is  nearest  to  the  hand  of  the  Maker.  Hence,  the  tree  with  its  Knarlcd 
body  and  thcamy  branches,  and  its  load  of  austere,  seedy  crabs,  was  placed  before  us  as 
a  parfect  type  of  the  apple.  In  this  were  combined  perfect  health  and  vigor  of  tree 
with  all  the  qualities  necessary  to  the  flghtini^  of  its  own  battles,  and  with  procre- 
ative  powers  sufficient  to  insure  the  perpetuation  of  its  species  and  the  reproduction 
of  offspring,  without  limit,  which  should,  in  turn,  possess  the  same  qualities  of 
perfection. 

This  was  the  original  apple,  each  generation  of  which,  in  a  state  of  nature,  was  an 
exact  counterpart  of  the  generation  preceding  it— the  same  wild,  thorny  tree  and 
.  the  same  seedj,  acid  fruit.  But  man  did  not  highly  value  some  of  these  quahties 
of  perfection  m  the  ori^al  sjjecies.  He  cared  not  for  the  numerous  seeds,  nor  for 
the  knots  and  thorns  with  which  the  tree  was  protected,  as  by  an  armor.  It  was 
the  pulpy,  edible  envelope  that  surroimded  the  seeds  that  he  prized^  not  caring 
whether  this,  to  him,  desirable  portion  covered,  protected  from  harm,  and  nurtured 
the  germs  of  future  generations  or  not,  so  his  wants  were  supplied. 

It  nas  already  been  said  that  man  was  given  certain  influence  over  these  wild  prod- 
ucts of  nature,  which  he  could  only  discover  by  the  slow  process  of  practical  ex- 
perience and  observation.  As  man  was  given  "  dominion  over  the  beasts  of  the 
fields,"  so  he  also  was  endowed  with  powers  to  subdue  the  wild  habits  of  the  fruits 
of  the  forests  and  groves  about  him.  The  rational  and  intelligent  way  of  accom- 
plishing these  results  was,  first,  by  removing  the  tree  or  [)lant  from  its  wild  surround- 
ings, •vmere  it  must  struggle  for  existence,  and  placing  it  under  his  protecting  care, 
where  it  might  be  supplied  with  all  needed  elements  of  plant  food;  and,  second,  hr 
judicious  and  careful  selection  of  seeds  £uid  germs,  for  the  propagation  of  other  and 
imi^roved  generations  of  offspring. 

By  these  processes  the  rough,  wild,  self-reliant  and  self-perpetuating  nature  is 
gradually  and  surely  overcome,  and  what  was  once  an  untamed  species  becomes 
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domesticated — trained  to  sport  into  varieties  and  forms  widely  differing  from  the 
original.  Tlius,  gouerationt;  of  unconscious  experimenters  have  ^one  TOfore  us  in 
this  interesting  and  protital)le  work,  the  results  l)eing  manifested  so  slowly  as  to 
overtax  the  patience  of  any  but  a  hopeful  horticulturist,  each  age  of  experimenters 
leaving,  perhaps,  but  little  beyond  a  visible  evidence  of  progress. 

This  process  of  domesticating  and  subduing  our  natural  iruits  progressed,  until 
man,  from  being  a  mere  experhnenter,  becomes  a  scientist;  from  the  resvdte  being 
simply  accidental,  they  become  almost  definite,  under  tlie  controlling  infliience  of 
the  art  of  horticulture. 

HOBTIOULTUR5:  AN  A«T, 

We  have  said  that  horticulture  was  a^  art.  Its  triumphs  consist  in  nodding,  to 
a  certain  extent,  nature's  plants  and  their  products  to  suit  our  fancies  aiid  our  tastes, 
3ot£^ny  is  »  science  which  finds  in  the  plants  of  nature  the  perfect  typej^  of  a  species. 
A  fruit,  botanically  speaking,  is  the  natural  ovule;  the  portion  of  the  plant  capable 
under  favorable  circumstances  and  conditions  of  reproducing  its  sppci^.  A  fruit, 
pomolojncally  considered,  is  the  pulpy  edible  envelope  or  receptacle  on  which,  or  in 
which,  the  ovules  are  supported  and  matured.  The  fruit  botsmical  is  not  the  fruit 
sought  to  be  improved  and  developed  through  the  arts  of  horticulture,  but  the  fruit 
pomological.  Seeds  and  germs  are  of  secondary  importance  to  the  horticulturist, 
since  they  are  valueless  only  as  they  serve  his  purposes  in  the  reproduction  of  new 
varieties,  his  art  and  ac(|uired  skill  enabling  him,  when  once  a  desirable  variety  is 
produced,  to  perpetuate  it  without  again  resorting  to  seeds.  Thus  we  find  our  cul- 
tivated fi-uits,  especially  those  most  highly  developed  and  therefore  most  highly 
prized,  to  possess  fewer  and  snialler  seeds  in  proportion  to  bulk  and  other  desirable 
qualities  than  the  original  species  in  a  state  of  nature.  Indeed,  these  improvements 
have  been  carried  so  far  in  case  of  the  cultivated  banana  and  some  varietiQ0  of 
grapes,  pears,  oranges,  and  other  fruits  as  to  have  ahnost  entirely  eliminated  the 
seeds,  leaving  only  the  desirable  edible  portion. 

It  is  also  possible  to  cultivate,  with  a  given  object  in  view,  imtil  varietieis  are  ao 
thorouglily  established,  as  in  case  of  the  Heath  ^^ach,  that  they  will  reproduce  them- 
selves from  seed,  or  varieties  so  closely  resembling  the  parent  as  to  be  readily  recog' 
nized  by  faniily  features  and  characteiistics.  The  aiscovery  and  recognition  of 
these  results  have  directed  and  encouraged  the  intelligent  pomologist  furrier  and 
further  in  the  line  of  investigation  and  experiment  until,  as  above  noted,  b^  has 
become  in  reality  a  scientist  in  tlie  triumphs  of  the  arts  gf  horticulture. 

Notwithstanding  the  advanced  conditions  of  fruit  breeding,  scientifically  con- 
sidered, and  the  ^eat  success  which  attends  cross-fertilization  and  hybridization  as 
a  means  of  securmg  new  and  desirable  qualities,  a  large  per  cent,  of  our  cultivated 
varieties,  and  many  of  them  i>ossessing  the  highest  merit,  are,  and  will  continue  to 
be,  accidental  seedlings,  as  will  also  a  large  proportion  of  seedlings  gr<^wn  from 
artificially  fertilized  seed  prove  to  be  worthless. 

The  effect  upon  tree  or  plant  resulting  from  this  process  of  *♦  mending  nature," 
which  the  horticulturist  has  been  enga^ng  in,  while  securing  desirable  improve- 
ments in  their  fniits,  has  already  been  hinted  at.  In  a  state  of  nature  there  ej^ted 
a  perfect  equilibrium  of  forces.  Tlien,  again,  each  species  was  planted  by  iiature 
in  soil  and  cUmate  congenial  to  it.  Man  has  hiterfered  with  both;  he  has(fisturbed 
the  one  By  selections  and  b^  cultivation  >vith  a  given  object  in  view,  while  he  has 
sought  to  adapt  a  species,  hmited  by  nature  to  a  small  area  of  territory,  to  \^t  dis- 
tricts with  greatly  varying  climatic  conditions.  Thus  he  has  fiist  weakened  vitali^ 
by  the  neglect  of  natural  qualities,  and,  second,  he  htis  traiwplanted  tlie  species  into 
uncongenial  soils  and  climates. 

Why  should  we  wonder,  then,  that  our  cultivated  fruits  are  so  deUcate  in  constitu- 
tion and  go  sensitive  to  the  varying  conditions  of  our  tickle  climate  ?  Why  should 
we  wonder  that  the  peach,  a  native  of  hot  and  arid  Persia,  sliould  refuse  to  yield  its 
luscious  treasures  on  the  bleak  and  frozen  plains  of  the  Northwest  ? 

To  treat  our  subject  in  detail  and  to  avoid  a  mere  compilation  of  descriptions  pf 
varieties  of  new  fruits,  often  highly  colored  bv  self  interest,  the  repubUeation  of 
which  would  not  unfrequently  prove  of  greatesi  value  to  introilucers,  would  require 
greater  practical  knowledge  of  pomology  in  all  its  various  branches  and  in  the 
A^adely  varmg  soils  and  climates  of  the  United  States  than  the  writer  presumes 
to  possess.  Hence  t  he  descriptive-catalogue  plan  of  treatment  is  abandoned  in  favor 
of  the  more  general  one  following: 

The  Apple  (Pyrus  malua). 

Of  introduced  fruits  tb>  ap)lo  stands  at  the  head.  The  process  of  improvement 
of  this  fruit,  as  indeed  of  most  introduced  species  of  fruife,  has  been  in  progress 
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from  an  early  period  of  history,  and  is  therefore  verjr  far  removed  ft*om  the  orig- 
inal typ^  of  the  species.  The  multiplication  of  desirable  varieties  has,  however, 
been  greatljr  accelerated  within  the  period  covered  by  American  history,  and  largely 
upon  American  soil. 

Stephen  Switzer,  in  the  Practical  Fniii  Oardener,  published  in  London,  in  1738, 
describes  but  twenty-one  varieties  of  apples  as  then  known  to  pomolo^ts,  which 
he.  as  the  leading  pomologist  of  his  day,  considered  worthy  of  a  place  m  his  book, 
William  Coxe,  the  first  American  author,  in  1817,  describes  and  illustrates  by  cuts 
one  himdred  and  twenty-three  varieties,  partly  of  American  origin,  but  largely  from 
Europe,  while  Charles  f)owning,  in  his  latest  revision  of  his  brother's  work.  Fruit 
and  Fruit  Trees  of  America,  published  in  1885,  describes  about  two  thousand  varie- 
ties of  this  noble  fruit.  This  large  list  of  varieties,  each  of  which  possesses  merit 
justifying  this  noted  author  in  giving  it  a  place  in  his  cyclopedia  of  American  pomol- 
ogy, is  now  rapidly  being  augmented  by  new  and  promising  sorts  introduced  from 
Europe  and  by  accidental  as  well  as  by  artificial  propagation,  cross-breeding,  and 
hybridization. 

A  great  stimulus  to  the  work  of  propa^ting  and  introducing:  new  sorts  of  apples 
has  its  basis  in  the  rapid  decay  of  ola  and  established  varieties,  from  climatic 
changes,  diseases,  and  insects,  incident  to  the  settlement  of  our  country  aii4  its 
gradual  conversion  from  a  wilaearneas  to  a  densely  ixmulous  region.  These  causes 
have  induced  our  enterprising  pomolo^ists  to  searoh  the  remotest  coimtries  of  the 
oivUdzed  world  and  to  encourage  and  foster  every  hope,  having  its  orighi  in  new 
varieties,  to  gratify  a  desire  to  re-establish  this  standard  fruit  in  regions  heretofore 
producing  crops  of  apples,  and  even  to  adapt  its  culture  in  naturally  uncongenial 
olimatesand  sotla. 

With  this  oommendable  object  in  view,  the  great  Northweet  is  now  being  filled 
with  varieties  from  the  steppes  of  Russia  and  their  hardy  iron-clad  offspring,  while 
the  aouth  of  Europe  and  Asia  are  being  diligently  searched  for  such  as  may  suc- 
ceed in  the  warmer  portions  of  our  country.  How  far  these  efforts  to  reclaim 
and  re-establish  the  apple  industry  in  our  land  mav  prove  entirely  successful  and 
satiafactory  ia  at  present  a  question  only  partially  solved,  but  that  progress  is  being 
made  is  apparent  to  all  close  observers .  There  is  no  section  of  the  country  where  more 
pecrsistent,  and  in  reality  where  more  encouraging  effort  is  now  being  put  forth, 
through  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  of  local  pomologists,  in  suooessCuUy  adapting  the 
apple  through  introductions  from  abroaa  and  careful  scienUfic  breeding  after- 
wards, with  a  view  to  overcoming  almost  insurmoimtable  climatic  conditions,  than 
in  the  greatNorthwest,  All  honor  and  suooeas  to  the  public-spirited,  Uberal-minded, 
intelligent  horticulturists,  who  are  thus  engaged  in  a  work  that  must  prove  a  bless- 
ing to  unborn  generations. 

Our  cultivated  apples  and  nearly  all  crabs  are  of  f orei^  descent,  the  former  from 
the  wild  apple  (Pyrua  meUus)  and  the  latter  from  the  wild  crab  (P.  bacata)  each  of 
northern  Europe.  Improved  varieties  of  the  crab  are  now  quite  numerous,  many 
of  which  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  North  on  account  of  extreme  hardihood  of  tree 
and  fruit.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  the  Wealthy  apple,  of  Minnesota  origin,  and 
juBtlj  popular  in  that  severely  cold  climate,  is  an  accidental  cross  between  these  twp 
species. 

The  Pear  {Pyrua  communia). 

Standing  next  to  the  apple  and  closely  related  botanically  may  be  ranked  the 
pear,  which  is  also  of  foreign  descent.  It  is  less  generally  cultivated  than  the  apple. 
Although  Switzer  describes  more  varieties  in  112S  than  he  does  of  the  apple,  Down- 
ing's  work  does  not  include  more  thari  half  so  many.  This  is  doubtless  partially  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  pear  succeeds  better  in  Central  Europe  than  in  America.  Until 
within  recent  years  our  catalogue  of  pears  was  largely  made  up  of  varieties  of  for- 
eign origin,  notably  from  France  and  the  Netherlands. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  present  century  a  great  impetus  was  given  to  pear 
culture,  through  the  origin  and  dissemination  of  new  and  promising  varieties^  by 
Dr.  Knight,  of  England,  and  Professor  Van  Mons,  of  Belgium.  The  methods 
adopted  by  these  justlv  noted  scientific  breeders  of  new  and  improved  varieties 
were  radically  different,  the  first  consisting  in  cross-fertilization  and  liybridization, 
while  the  latter  pursued  the  less  scientific,  though,  in  his  case,  quite  successful, 
method  of  breedmg  by  selections;  that  is,  by  selecting  the  seeds  of  varieties  as 
nearly  the  original  type  as  possible,  but  already  in  a  state  of  variation,  and  hmTv- 
ing  them  through  generation  after  generation  until  satisfactory  results  were  ob- 
tained. Many  fine  varieties,  not  only  of  pears,  but  also  of  other  classes  of  fruits, 
were  the  direct  results  of  the  labors  of  these  eminent  gentlemen. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  present  century  many  new  and  desirable  varieties  have 
had  their  origin  in  this  oountiy.     Indeed,  Aznerioan  v^ieties  now  largely  predomi- 
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nate  in  our  leading  catalQffoeB.  Recent  introductions  of  pears  (like  the  apple  and  o&er 
classes  of  fruits)  have  been  and  are  being  made  f^m  Northern  Eluiope,  China* 
and  Japan,  with  special  objects  in  view;  that  of  hardihood  and  freedom  from  dis- 
ease in  the  North  and  West,  and  of  adaptability  in  the  more  southerly  portions  of 
our  countrr.  Perhaps  the  best  of  these  introductions  in  the  South  are  the  hybrids  and 
cross-breeds  of  the  Asiatic  species,  originating  here,  for  which  are  claimed  a  com- 
bination of  qualities,  rendermg  them  of  great  value  south  of  the  fortieth  degree  of 
latitude,  especially  for  market  purposes.  The  Keiffer  and  Le  Conte  are  the  most 
promising  of  these.  They  are  acknowledged  to  be  true  hybrids  between  the  Chinese 
Sand  pear  and  varieties  of  the  species  Pyrus  communis^  combining  some  of  the  good 
qualities  of  each.  The  late  introduction  from  the  nortii  of  Europe  and  their  de- 
scendants are  thought  by  some  to  be  especially  valuable  and  promising  above  the 
fortieth  parallel  of  latitude. 

The  Peach  {Persim  vulgaris). 

Though  a  native  of  Persia  and  the  south  of  Asia,  the  peach  has  become  so  fully 
acclimiKed  in  many  sections  of  our  country  as  to  be  justly  entitled  to  a  front  rank 
in  point  of  conmiercial  value.  It  is  very  successfully  grown  within  the  modifyhig  in- 
fluence of  the  Great  Lakes  on  our  northern  borders,  ajso  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts  as  far  north  as  the  40th  decree  of  latitude,  and  throughout  favored  sections  of 
the  interior.  Wherever  peach  culture  is  fully  successful  it  is  exceedinglv  pr<MQtable, 
and  in  many  sections  not  strictiy  of  this  character  the  more  hardy  varieties,  if  not 
commercially  valuable,  may  be  grown  as  amateur  fruits,  well  worthy  of  the  caie 
we  bestow  upon  them. 

The  peach  above  all  our  cultivated  fruits  inclines  to  reproduce  its  like  from  seeds. 
I  do  not  mean  b^  this  that  seedlings  maybe  relied  upon  toproduce  the  same  variety 
as  that  from  wmch  the  seed  was  token,  but  most  likely  ofi%>ring  of  marked  family 
resemblance.  This  fact  being  generally  known,  gives  rise  to  innumerable  varieties, 
through  the  common  habit,  especially  where  peacn  culture  is  not  fully  successful,  of 
trusting  to  seedlings,  as  they  are  generally  admitted  to  be  more  hardy.  Many  of 
these  might,  on  account  of  hardihood  of  trees  and  bearing  qualities,  prove  of  gifeat 
value  if  they  wero  propagated  and  disseminated,  which,  through  neglect,  a)«  lost 
In  strictly  peach  regions,  where  market  qualities  are  desirable)  only  budded  varieties 
are  grown  to  great  extent. 

Here  we  wiU  find  manifested  commendable  zeal  in  the  origin  and  preservation  of 
desirable  varieties.  The  catalogues  of  peach  nurseries  vie  with  each  other  in  pre- 
senting to  their  customers  new  and  promising  sorts.  Alon^  the  Gulf  coast,  south 
of  the  parallel  of  reBSly  successful  culturo  of  ordinary  varieties  of  peach,  experi- 
ments are  being  made  with  a  class  of  peaches  introduced  from  eastern  Asia,  with 
encouraging  results.  From  this  source  varietie  saro  being  produced  which  seem 
to  withstand  the  high  per  cent,  of  atmospheric  humidity  which  prevails  in  that 
section.  Of  this  clara  the  Peen-to  or  Chinese  fiat  peach  seems  to  be  most  promising. 
An  exchange  says: 

**  In  soumem  Florida  the  Peen-to  grows  to  perfection,  ecfpecially  in  the  sandy  soil 
of  Orange,  Polk,  and  Volusia  Counties,  where  it  matures  fruit  of  fine  qnali^  before 
the  fruit  in  Georgia  or  northern  Florida  is  ripe.  Dr.  Berohmans  says  of  thispeadi: 
'The  Peen-to,  toother  with  the  Honey,  succeed  in  Florida  where  the  other  varie- 
ties of  the  common  or  Persian  strain  prove  of  littie  or  no  value.  It  matures  in 
Florida  from  April  15  to  May  10.' " 

Thb  NBCfTAEiNB  (P.  vulgari$,  var.  UbvU). 

This  fruit,  bein^  at  the  most  only  a  subspecies,  or  possibly  only  a  variety  or  epart 
of  the  peach,  having  as  its  distinguishing  characteristic  a  smooth  skin,  scarcely  de- 
serves special  mention  hero.  It  only  succeeds  where  the  peach  does,  and  even  there 
often  succumbs  to  the  attacks  of  the  curculio,  which,  owing  to  the  absence  of  down 
on  the  skin,  finds  it  an  easy  prey.  Its  cultivated  varieties  are  not  numerous,  and 
perhaps  there  is  littie  effort  made  to  greatiy  increase  the  list 

The  Almond  (AmygdcUus  communia). 

Almond  culturo  is  indulged  in  to  some  extent  in  portions  of  California.  Vcory 
closely  rolated  to  the  peach,  a  native  of  nortiiem  Africa  and  the  mountains  of  Asia, 
it  onl^  succeeds  where  the  peach  may  be  profitably  grown.  Thero  aro  a  number  of 
varieties,  indeed,  almost  distinct  species,  of  the  almond  in  cultivation.  This  fruit, 
if  we  may  apply  the  term  to  it  under  the  strict  rules  of  pomology,  is  only  grown 
for  its  kernel,  which  is  quite  extensively  used,  both  in  its  natural  state  and  in  con- 
fectionery. Quite  a  commercial  business  is  done  in  almond  culture  in  joortioDS  of 
California,  where  new  and  improved  varieties  are  frequentiy  met  with.    The  peach. 
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nectarine,  plum,  and  apricsot  grow  readily  when  worked  on  the  almond  stock,  indi- 
cating the  existence  of  a  close  botanical  relationship  between  the  several  species. 

The  Apricx)T  (Armeniaca  vulgaris).  * 

Apricot  culture  in  the  United  States  is  limited  to  a  comparatively  small  area  of 
territory,  mainly  the  Pacific  coast  section.  This  is  largely  due  to  two  causes:  First, 
because  of  its  blooming  so  early  it  is  veij  liable  in  localities  subject  to  late  spring 
frosts  to  be  killed  thereby;  and,  second,  bein^  a  smooth-skinned  stone-fruit,  it  is  very 
subject  to  ttie  attack  of  curculio.  For  cannmg  and  evaporating  purposes,  as  well  as 
for  use  in  the  fresh  state,  it  is  a  very  profitable  fruit  in  sections  adapted  to  its  cult- 
ure. Here  new  and  improved  varieties  are  frequently  produced.  The  apricot  oc- 
cupies an  intermediate  place  between  the  plum  and  the  peach,  perhaps  not  being 
closely  enough  related,  botanically,  to  hybridize  with  either,  but  having  sufficient 
affinity  for  each  to  bud  and  graft  successfully  on  both.  It  is  a  native  of  Southern 
Asia,  and  is  largely  grown  in  China  and  Japan,  where  it  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
valuable  fruits. 

The  Quince  (Cydonia  vulgaris).  ' 

There  are  three  distinct  species  of  the  quince  in  cultivation  in  the  United  States; 
the  one  (C  vulgaris)  for  its  fruit,  and  the  others,  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  species, 
mainly  for  ornament;*  the  first  from  the  citv  of  Cydon,  in  Crete,  and  the  others 
from  the  coimtries  named.  The  quince  is  hardly  an  edible  fruit  in  its  natural  state, 
though  admirably  adapted  to  preserving  in  various  forms,  esi>ecially  in  company 
with  other  fruit,  to  which  it  imparts  a  most  delightful  flavoring.  Its  cultivated 
varieties  are  not  numerous,  though  it  is  very  profitably  grown  in  many  sections  of 
the  coimtry. 

The  Japanese  species  (P.  Japonicd)  is  quite  generally  cultivated  throughout  the 
North  as  an  ornamental  flowermg  shrub,  while  the  Chinese,  much  less  hardy,  may 
frequently  be  met  with  in  the  South. 

Each  01  these  species  often  bear  fruit  of  fair  size,  which,  used  for  jellies*  in  con- 
nection 'with  other  fruits,  imparts  most  delicate  flavorings.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  further  culture,  with  a  view  to  the  development  of  improved  varieties,  may 
result  satisfactorily  in  case  of  these  rather  newly  introduced  st)ecies. 

*  The  Fio  (Fims  carica). 

Fig  culture,  except  in  California,  is  not  successful  in  the  United  States,  without 
winter  protection,  north  of  the  thirty-second  degree  of  latitude.  Owing  to  the  over- 
moist  atmosphere  of  the  Gulf  States,  it  is  not  grown  there  for  commercial  purposes, 
but  in  southern  and  central  California  it  finds  a  congenial  climate,  where  it  is  in  many 
places  already  a  staple  crop.  There  is  no  doubt,  also,  but  what  its  profitable  culture 
will  be  extended  in  me  near  future  over  a  large  portion  of  Arizona,  W  ew  Mexico,  and 
Texas.  The  fig  has  been  domesticated  from  the  earliest  history  of  man,  and  the 
country  is  most  l^hly  favored  by  nature  where  he  may  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
own  **  fig  tree."  We  may  not  claim  for  this  that  it  is  a  new  fruit,  but  rather  that 
in  its  numerous  varieties  it  is  **  valuable  "  in  regions  where  it  may  be  successfully 
grown,  as  it  i»now  in  California. 

The  Pomegranate  (Punica  granatum). 

This  singular  fruit  may  not  prove  to  be  immediately  valuable  in  any  portion  of 
the  United  States,  though  well  worthy  of  notice  here.  Its  range  of  latitude  corre- 
sponds to  that  of  the  fig.  It  is  a  native  of  the  south  of  Europe  and  Asia.  The 
pomegranate  is  well  worthy  of  a  jplace  in  amateur  collections,  wherever  climate  and 
soils  are  adapted  to  its  growth,  if  indeed  it  may  not  under  such  circumstances 
present  claims  upon  the  more  strictly  commercial  fruit  ^ower.  Downing  describes 
but  three  varieties  of  this  fruit.  In  addition  to  its  fruit,  there  ai*e  many  varieties 
of  i>omegranate3  cultivated  alone  for  ornamental  purposes,  they  producing  ex- 
quisitely beautiful  flowers. 

The  Olive  {Olea  Europea). 

Olive  culture  in  the  south  of  Europe  is  a  very  profitable  industiy.  The  late  Mar- 
shall P.  Wilder  ia  represented  as  saying,  after  an  official  sojomm  in  Europe,  that  **  it 

*  The  Chinese  quince  is  highly  prized  in  the  South  for  its  fruit,  wliich  sometimes 
attains  two  poimds  in  weight.  It  is  not  hardy  in  the  Northern  States. — Van  Deman. 
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pi&ys  a  most  inuparteait  part  in  the  domestic  economy  "  of  Jbhat  coimtrv.  One  hun- 
dred jeaias  «go  Thoouus  Jeffetson  heaitily  recommended  its  inlxoduction  into  Vir- 
ginia and  other  Southern  States.  Its  culture,  however,  has  not  so  far  proved  very 
profitable  in  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  State*.  In  |K)rtion8  of  Bouthern  California  it  is 
now  receiving  careful  attention,  and  bids  fair  t^j  prove  most  satisfactory  and  re- 
n[iuneratiye^  If,  aa  the  friends  of  olive  culture  iu  California  predict,  it  sh<>ald  prove 
so  succeiasf ui  th^re,  then  there  dout^less  are  lar^e  aiea«  in  Ariasona,  New  Mexico, 
and  Texm  where  its  culture  must  also  become  profitable.  Let  it  be  thoi'oughly 
tested  in  those  reghns. 

The  Banana.  (Mwfa  minentum), 

H  it  £dioukl  prove  possible  by  special  culture,  with  a  view  to  the  production  of 
bflfdier  varietiai,  to  adapt  or  acclimate  the  banana  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  United  BteJte»,  even  though  it  should  be  in  ^inali  areais,  it  would  be  a  triumph 
worthy  oi  all  roafloaaUe  effort.  No  fruit  ha«  «o  rapidly  grown  in  esteem  aaid  popu- 
larity among  the  American  people  within  the  last  few  years  as  the  banana.  Scaroelv 
a  decade  has  passed  since  a  car-load  of  bananas  would  liave  supplied  for  an  inden- 
nite  time  the  markets  of  one  of  our  largest  cities.  Now  there  are  tons  and  tons  of 
them  used  dsUly,  and  it  is  a  poor  market,  indeed,  where  they  mav  not  be  found  at 
all  seafions  of  the  year.  From  being  a  luxury  admired  and  used  by  the  few,  they 
are  now  sought  for  as  daily  food  by  millions,  I  know  of  no  sacrifice  too  great,  if 
it  should  onfy  give  the  hope  of  success,  for  us  as  a  people  to  make  in  order  to  adapt 
this  magnificent  fruit  to  culture  in  sections  of  our  country.    Let  the  effort  be  made.* 

Th^  Mei>i:.ae  (Me'spUt(9  Geniianica), 

The  medlar  is  a  native  of  Europe,  where  it  is  f  reouently  met  with  in  its  wild  state. 
By  SK)me  botanists  it  is  considered  as  a  member  of  the  genus  Pynis,  with  which  it 
certainly  has  close  afllnlties  as  it  is  often  propagated  by  budding  or  grafting  on  the 
pear.  None  of  our  American  authors  on  fruit  culture  have  deemed  it  worthy  of 
natioe»  though  In  Germany  and  other  central  European  states  it  is  quite  a  popidar 
fruit.  The  fiuit,  which  is  of  fair  size,  is  very  peculiar  in  appearance  and  character, 
it  having  a  dark-brovwnish  skin  and  firm,  austere  flesh,  and  is  said  to  be  *'  only  eatable 
after  having  been  kept  imtil  the  first  stages  of  decay,  called  Wetting,  has  thoroughly 
softened  the  flesh  of  the  pulp.  In  this  state  the  medlar  is  highly  prized  by  somQ, 
who  are  fond  of  its  rich  subacid  flavor."  It  is  a  handsome  but  small  tree,  which  is 
often  lued  for  hedges  in  Europe,  It  is  hardly  probable  that  tlie  medlar  will  ever 
become  either  popular  or  profitable  in  this  country. 

Thb  Loquat  (EHobotrya  Japonica), 

A  related  species  to  the  above  is  now  quite  common  in  the  Gulf  States,  where  it 
i«  cultivated,  probably  more  as  an  ornamental  tree  than  for  its  fruit.  The  latter, 
however,  may  frequently  be  met  with  in  the- city  markets  as  *'  Japan  plum.''  The 
tree  is  a  broad-leaved  evergreen  of  handsome  form  and  f oha^e,  anu  with  its  flowers, 
which  appear  in  largo  terminal  spikes  in  autumn,  followed  m  early  spring  by  clus- 
ters of  yellow  fruit,  may  be  seen  m  all  ornamental  grounds  in  Southern  cities.  TTie 
fruit  has  a  very  pleasant  sub-acid  flavor,  and  were  it  not  subject  to  injury  by  frosts, 
blooming  and  maturing  its  fruit  as  it  does,  during  the  winter  season,  would  prob- 
ably become  a  popular  fruit  in  the  extreme  south  of  the  United  States. 

The  Guava  (Psidium), 

This  is  a  small,  pulpy  fruit,  used  largely  for  jellies  and  preserves.  There  are  a 
number  of  species  in  cultivation.  It  is  fast  l)ecoming  popular  in  Florida  and  por- 
tions of  California,  where,  although  a  native  of  tropical  America,  it  has  beeoine 
fully  acclimated.  Among  newly  introduced  fruits  it  bids  fair  to  take  front  rank  in 
the  semi-tropical  sections  of  the  United  States. 

The  Pine- apple  (Ananassa  safiva). 

Like  the  guava,  the  pine-apple  is  a  native  of  tUe  West  Indies  and  Central  America. 
It  is  only  grown  successfully  m  southern  Florida,  where  it  is  promising  to  prove  of 
value. 

*  It  has  been  made  and  with  good  success  in  the  more  tropical  parts  gf  Florida, — • 
H.  E.  Van  Dehan, 
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The  Cocoa-nut  {Cocos  nucifera). 

A  native  of  the  South  Sea  Islands,  the  product  of  a  stately  palm  tree,  sitcdeeds  only 
in  the  maritime  districts  of  south  Florida,  where  gi*eat  anticipations  are  now  based 
upon  its  probable  future  value. 

The  Date  (Phcttiix  dactyUfera). 

Like  the  foregoing,  the  date  is  the  fruit  of  a  magnificent  palm  tree,  a  native  of 
Northern  Africa,  where,  next  to  the  cttmel,  it  is  the  greatest  blessing  of  that  arid 
region.  The  date  p^m  is  hardier  than  the  cocoa-tiut,  thriving  as  far  north  in  the 
Gulf  St€itBfl  as  New  Otleans  and  Mobile,  but  owing  to  the  high  per  cent,  of  atmos- 
pheric humidity  prevaiUng  in  that  section  is  not  fniitful.  It  is  grown  there  only  as 
an  ornamental  tree  and  it  is  greatly  admired  for  its  stately  habits  and  synunetrical 
beauty.  In  southern  California,  however,  where  the  climate  more  nearly  resembles 
its  native  home,  it  is  being  introduced  with  great  promise  of  success,  as  it  will  doubt- 
less prove  to  be  throughout  the  wliole  section  of  the  United  States  bordering  on 
Mexico. 

The  Orange  {Citrus  aurantium). 

We  come  now  to  notice  the  orange  and  its  near  relatives,  the  lemon,  the  citron, 
the  lime,  the  shaddock,  and  the  pomelo.  At  the  head  of  the  citrus  family  stands 
the  orange.  In  our  school-boy  days,  less  than  half  a  century  since,  the  orange  was 
only  known  in  this  country  as  a  foreigner — an  aUen,  scarcely  thought  to  be  suscept- 
ible of  acclimation  on  American  soil.  It  was  seldom  mentioned  and  less  seldom 
seen,  being  only  referred  to  as  the  tyjie  of  beauty,  and,  in  the  school-room,  for  the 
purpose  of  illiistrating  the  globular  form  of  the  earth.  What  few  oranges  then 
reached  our  shores  were  from  the  south  of  Europe  and  the  adjacent  portions  of 
Asia,  the  land  of  its  nativity,  and  were  considered  a  luxury,  only  to  be  indulged  in 
by  the  wealthy.  The  orange  is  now  a  staple  fruit  throughout  the  whole  of  Florida 
and  a  small  portion  of  other  Gulf  States,  and  esixK^iauy  the  vast  areas  of  central 
and  southern  California.  Varieties  have  rapidly  multiplied  and  also  great  improve- 
ments have  been  made  in  modes  and  methods  of  culture,  marketing,  etc.  Perhaps 
no  latids  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  have  so  rapidly  enhanced  in  value 
for  merely  tillage  purposes  as  lands  adapted  to  orange  culture.  This  evinces  the 
wonderfm  progress  bemg  made  in  special  sections,  and  the  commercial  vtdue  of  this 
industry.  With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  orange  industry  the  spirit  of  improvement 
of  varieties  keeps  pace,  which  varieties  are  now  much  finer  than  formerly.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  producers,  the  crops  of  the  two  sections  of  our  country  adapted  to 
orange  culture  do  not  come  into  competition  in  the  markets,  and  therefore  prices 
are  mways  satisfactory,  as  the  oranges  of  Florida  are  well  off  the  market  before 
those  of  California  come  in.  Probably  one  of  the  most  promising  newly  introduced 
varieties  of  the  orange  is  the  Washington  Navel,  which  is  rapidly  taking  the  ffont 
rank,  both  in  California  and  Florida,  not  only  for  merely  commercial  purposes,  but 
also  on  account  of  its  exquisitely  fine  quality.  The  Mandarin  orange,  a  very  pecu- 
liar variety  almost  amounting  to  a  subspecies,  together  mth  its  near  relative  the 
Tangierine,  natives  of  Southeast  Asia,  are  gaining  some  popularity,  especially  as 
amateur  fruits  in  oTange-growlng  districts. 

The  Lemon  (Cttrn8  Umonium), 

Among  citrus  fruits  the  lemon  ranks  next  in  value  to  the  orange.  It  is  stic- 
cessfully  grown  only  in  south  Florida  and  in  southern  California,  it  being  some- 
what more  tender  and  susceptible  of  injury  from  frosts  than  the  orange.  Notwith- 
standing lemons  are  profitably  grown  in  the  regions  na^ed  above,  the  industry 
has  not,  as  yet,  become  sufficiently  renumerative  to  justify  vety  extensive  planting 
of  this  fruit  on  land  necessarily  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  the  orange,  which 
proves  so  much  more  valuable.  Hence  a  large  per  cent,  of  lemons  in  this  coimtry 
are  still  imported  from  the  south  of  Europe. 

The  Lime  {Citrus  limeita). 

This  differs  from  the  lemon,  to  which  it  is  very  nearly  related,  in  the  color  of  the 
flowers,  which  are  white  (those  of  the  lemon  being  tinged  with  red),  and  in  the 
smaller  size  of  the  fruit.  It  is  also  less  hardy  than  the  lemon  and  is  restricted  to  a 
comparatively  small  area.  The  lime  is  more  acid  than  the  lemon,  it  being  the  source 
of  most  ot  the  citric  acid  of  commerce.    It  is  also  used  largely  in  its  green  state  for 
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pickling  and  preserving,  for  which  it  is  esteemed  very  highly.  Its  culture,  like  that 
of  the  lemon,  is  so  overshadowed  by  that  of  the  more  remunerative  orange  as  to 
keep  it  somewhat  in  the  back-ground  as  a  commercial  fruit.  It  may  be  found,  how- 
ever, in  cultivation  in  its  numerous  varieties  in  some  of  the  orange  and  lemon  grow- 
ing districts  and  may  ultimately  find  a  rank  of  value,  especially  through  its  manu- 
factured products. 

The  Citbon  {Citrus  medico). 

It  is  grown  to  only  a  limited  extent  in  the  orange-growing  districts  of  this  country- 
Next  to  the  shaddock,  it  is  the  largest-fruited  member  of  its  family.  It  belongs 
strictly  to  the  lemon  branch  of  the  family,  with  a  thick,  fragrant  rind,  wliich  is  the 
portion  of  the  fruit  of  value,  as  this,  in  a  preserved  state,  enters  kurgely  into  com- 
merce, being  used  in  confectioneries  as  well  as  for  flavorings  in  the  dom^ic  econ- 
omy. A  pleasant  and  refreshing  beverage  is  also  made  of  the  pulpy  portion  of  the 
fruit,  much  resembling  lemonade. 

The  Shaddock  (Citrus  accumana). 

The  shaddock  and  the  pomelo*  are  mammoth  members  of  the  orange  branch  of 
the  citrus  family  which  are  but  little  cultivated,  except  for  ornament.  Trees  are 
very  handsome  in  form,  foliage,  and  flower,  and  especially  so  when  loaded  with 
theu"  magnificent  orange-like  miit,  which  sometimes  attains  the  enormous  weight 
of  6  or  8  pounds.  A  rather  pleasant  beverage  is  often  manufactured  from  the  pulp 
of  these  fruits. 

The  Wild  Orange. 

The  wild  orange,  or  bitter-sweet,  of  Florida  and  the  Gulf  coast,  though  not  a 
native,  has  so  long  found  a  congenial  home  here  as  to  be  fully  entitled  to  recogni- 
tion as  a  "  citizen.  It  is  truly  a  handsome  fruit,  and,  though  deceptions  in  quahty, 
may  possibly  prove  valuable  m  the  hands  of  the  experimenter  as  the  parent  of  fu- 
ture valuable  varieties.  Having  escaped  from  cultivation  in  the  early  years  of 
American  history,  it  has,  unrestrained,  now  had  time  to  gain  many  desirable  quali- 
ties, lost  during  captivity.  It  may  therefore  now  be  found  in  first-class  condition 
for  valuable  and  interesting  experimentation.  As  it  is,  it  is  of  great  value  as  fur- 
nishing hardy  stocks  for  the  cmtivated  orange,  in  addition  to  its  truly  ornamental 
qualities  of  tree,  flower,  and  fruit. 

The  Cherry  (Ceraatis  sylvestria  and  O.  vulgaris). 

Downing  separates  the  cherry  into  two  classes — ^first,  the  Bigarreaus  and  Hearts, 
and  second,  the  Dukes  and  Morellos.  These  amount  almost  or  quite  to  distinct 
species.  The  cherry,  excepting  some  native  species  not  yet  subiected  to  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement,  is  a  native  of  Asia.  It  has  been  handed  down  to  us  with 
the  improvements  of  many  centuries  of  domestication.  The  Hearts  and  Bigar- 
reaus, being  strong  and  vigorous  growing  trees,  are  somewhat  tender  in  many  sec- 
tions of  our  country,  especially  in  the  level,  fertile  West,  and  are  therefore  not  so 
generally  cultivated,  though  as  a  rule  the  fruit  is  of  fine  quality.  According  to 
Dr.  Warder,  the  Hearts  and  Bigarreaus  are  not  entirely  reliable  except  on  soils 
whei-e  the  American  chestnut  is  an  indigenous  growth,  or  at  least  successful  when 
introduced.  The  Dukes  and  Morellos  are  more  hardy  and  fruitful,  this  class  em- 
bracing varieties  like  the  Kentish,  which  are  quite  universally  popular.  Though 
in  some  sections  a  profitable  fruit,  the  cherry  has  scarcely  held  its  own  in  point  of 
popularity  along  with  other  classes  of  fruits  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
This  is  perhaps  partly  due  to  the  overshadowing  popularity  of  the  strawberry  and 
other  small  frmts  coming  into  competition  with  it,  by  reason  of  their  ripening  at 
or  near  the  same  season.  In  some  particulars,  however,  especially  for  cuhnary 
purposes,  the  cherry  is  not  likely  to  be  entirely  superseded  by  any  of  its  host  of 
rivals.  The  late  Dr.  Kirtland,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  made  the  improvement  of  Uie 
cherry,  which  succeeds  admirably  in  that  section,  the  specialty  of  his  life  work. 
In  this  way  he  gave  to  the  world  a  number  of  valuable  varieties.  More  recently 
new  introductions  are  being  made  from  abroad,  through  the  energy  and  persever- 
ance of  Professor  Budd  and  others,  with  encouraging  prospects.  We  may  hopo 
from  this  source  to  obtain  varieties  directly  and  indirectly  which  will  prove  more 
hardy  and  valuable,  especially  north  of  the  present  limit  of  cherry  culture.    As  in- 

*The  pomelo  is  a  fruit  fast  gaining  a  good  reputation  in  the  Northern  markets, 
as  well  as  in  Florida. — ^H.  £.  Van  Deman. 
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timated  above,  very  little,  if  any,  effort  has  yet  been  put  forth  in  the  improvement 
of  our  native  species,  of  which  Professor  Gray  mentions  at  least  four.  The  arts  of 
horticulture,  aided  by  the  hand  of  time,  may  yet  subjugate  to  the  uses  of  man  some 
or  all  of  these  now  untamed  species. 

The  Plum  (Prunus). 

We  have  purposely  deferred  notice  of  the  plum  and  some  other  fruits  which  fol- 
low because  of  the  advanced  condition  of  improvements  of  their  American  con- 
geners, which  will  now  be  taken  up  and  descnbed  along  with  our  observations  on 
the  genuses  to  which  they  may  belong. 

P.  domeatieuSf  to  which  species,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  a  few  newly 
introduced  varieties  from  the  east  of  Asia,  all  our  introduced  varieties  of  the 
plum  and  tlieir  descendants  belong,  is  thought  to  be  a  native  of  Asia  and  the 
south  of  Europe.  Like  all  classes  of  foreign  fruits,  the  plum  has  long  been  in 
process  of  improvement.  There  are  sveral  types  or  families  of  the  plum,  some 
quite  distinct  and  very  marked.  Of  these  the  Gages,  the  Damsons,  and  the  so- 
called  prunes  are  examples.  They  are  doubtless  the  result  of  long  and  careful 
culture,  with  certain  objects  in  view,  viz,  the  production  of  varieties  with  given 
characteristics.  There  are  sections  of  our  country  where  the  domestic  plum  suc- 
ceeds admu'ably,  and  among  all  cultivated  fruits  none  are  more  iustly  esteemed 
than  it  is.  There  was  a  period,  back  in  the  forties,  when  plimi  culture  was  quite 
successful,  if  not  to  say  profitable,  on  American  soil,  but  owing  to  the  increasing 
prevalence  of  disease  and  especially  of  the  curculio,  which  above  all  other  fruits 
prefers  the  plum,  the  industry  waned,  until,  generally  speaking,  it  ran  to  a  low  ebb. 
For  some  years  past,  however,  plimi  culture  has  been  on  the  increase,  not  includ- 
ing some  newly  acquired  territory,  notably  the  Pacific  slope,  where  it  has  ever  been 
exceedingly^  successful  and  profitable.  This  is  not  so  particularly  the  result  of  im- 
provement in  varieties  as  it  is  to  unknown  and  natural  causes,  which  are  continually 
operating  to  change  results  either  for  better  or  for  worse,  although  many  new  and 
valuable  varieties  have  been  added  to  our  lists  meanwlule.  In  the  admirable  climate 
of  California,  Oregon,  and  other  transcontinental  States  and  Territories,  plum  cult- 
ure is  rapidlv  becoming  a  profitable  commercial  industry.  Many  tons  of  cured 
prunes,  equal  to  the  best  European  brands,  are  annually  produced  on  the  Pacific 
coast. 

Of  Japanese  varieties  of  recent  introduction  much  is  now  claimed.  Prominent 
among  tnese  may  be  mentioned  the  Kelsey,  Prumispisardii,  and  P.  Simonii,  It  is 
not  definitely  determined  whether  these  belong  to  distinct  species  or  whether  they 
may  not  be  varieties  of  P.  domesticus,  modified  and  changed  by  cultivation  in  the 
strangely  singular  country  of  their  nativity.  While  these  varieties  may,  and  doubt- 
less will,  succeed  well  in  California  and  the  South,  they  may  be  looked  upon  as 
probabljr  tender  in  the  cold  North. 

P*.  chtcasa  and  P.  Ajnericana, — ^We  come  now  to  notice  species  which,  with  per- 
haps the  exception  of  our  native  grapes,  the  last  few  yeais  marks  the  greatest 
triumphs  in  the  horticultural  improvement  of  American  fruits.  To  a  doubting 
Thomas,  the  story  of  the  parentage  of  om*  luscious  peach,  the  melting  pear,  or  the 
delicious  pliun,  buried  in  the  obscurity  of  centuries  of  history,  into  which  traces  of 
eri;x>r  majr  have  crept,  probably  seemed  to  border  upon  the  fabulous;  but  we  are 
now  dealmg  with  fruits  which,  less  than  four  hundred  years  since,  were-  entirely 
unknown  and  unthought  of  by  civilized  man.  But  for  ihan's  interference  we  may 
fairly  assume  that  the  chicasa  plum  of  America  would  to-day  exist  only  in  its  true 
^pe,  in  which  would  be  recognized  scarcely  more  of  variety  than  is  visible  in  a 
flock  of  wild  blackbirds.  The  arts  of  horticulture  have  already  trained  these  wild 
species  to  sport  into  innumerable  varieties;  in  time  of  ripening,  early,  late,  and  me- 
cuum;  in  quality,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent;  in  habits  of  growth,  tender,  hardy, 
iron-clad,  vigorous,  and  fruitful;  in  color,  vrith  almost  the  tints  of  the  rainbow. 
Among  these  are  many  varieties  which  combine  all  the  qualities  of  exceUence  and 
value,  excepting,  perha^,  mere  quality  of  fruit,  of  the  best  varieties  of  P.  domes- 
ticwt  and  far  surpassing  it  in  point  of  hardihood  and  productiveness.  The  improved 
offspring  of  these  two  American  species,  mainly  of  the  cMcasay  may  now  be  found 
in  cultivation  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south  to  Lakes  Superior  and  Win- 
nipeg on  the  north,  and  from  ocean  to  ocean.  It  would  be  valueless,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  attempt  to  catalogue  or  describe  the  almost  legion  of  native  plums  in 
•cultivation  or  on  trial,  and  many  of  them  thoroughly  established,  in  our  cotmtrjr. 
Our  rapid  strides  in  the  improvement  of  this  fruit  should  greatly  encourage  us  m 
efforts  to  dom^rt;icate  other  American  species  as  yet  neglected.  By  cross-breeding 
and  hybridization,  the  latter  of  which  is  altogether  possible,  combinations  of  quah- 
ties  may  result  which  alone  would  prove  immensely  valuable  to  the  caose  of 
pomology. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


586  REPOKT   OF   THE   COMinSSIOKER   OF   AGKTCULTURE. 

The  Ghape  {Vitis). 

The  grape  is  a  justly  popular  fruit.  There  are  a  number  of  distinet  species  under 
cultivation,  though  prior  to  the  discovery  of  America  there  seems  to  have  been  but 
one,  V.  vinifei'a.  The  grape  of  the  Eastern  Hemisphere  is  thought  to  have  been  a 
native  of  Persia,  though  its  early  history,  being  almost  coeval  with  that  of  man,  is 
somewhat  obscured  in  doubt  Ancient,  medieval,  ^d  moderu  liistory,  sacred  as 
well  aa  profane,  abound  in  Just  praises  of  this  luscious  fruit.  Having  thus  been  the 
companion  uf  man  from  an  early  period,  the  grape  of  the  Old  World  may  be  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  thoroughly  domesticated  of  fridts.  Originating  as  it  did 
near  the  place  of  man's  nativity,  it  has  followed  up  his  civilization,  raarlang  every 
age  of  his  history  with  its  presence  and  its  civilizini;  influences.  This  is  specially 
true  so  long  as  civilized  man  was  confined  to  the  Old  World.  When  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  where  he  found  a  congenial  home,  he  soon  discovered  that  his  favorite 
vine  failed  to  yield  its  luscious  treasures,  I^peated  efforts,  based  upon  the  highest 
skill  known  to  the  arts  of  horticulture,  only  resulted  in  failure,  so  far  as  its  culture 
in  the  open  air  was  concerned.  Despair  nnally  seized  upon  him  and  a  dark  and 
hopeless  age  in  which  grape  culture  upon  American  soil  was  seemingly  abandoned 
and  xmknpwn  comes  about.  William  Coxe,  in  the  first  American  work  on  fruits, 
published  in  1817,  does  n v>t  so  much  as  notice  the  grape,  while  Stephen  Switzer's 
work,  published  almost  a  century  eai'lier,  in  London,  aescribes  a  number  of  vari- 
eties then  highly  esteemed  in  England,  In  1845,  the  late  A.  J.  Downing  describes 
thirty- five  varieties  of  foreign  grapes  as  adapted  to  and  worthy  of  culture  under 
glass,  while  of  native  varieties  he  only  mentions  twelve,  ''  which,*'  as  he  says,  **  are 
accidentally  improved  varieties  that  have  sprung  up  in  the  woods  and  fields  from 
wild  vines."  These  discouragements,  due  mainly  to  unfavorable  climatic  condi- 
tions, prevailed,  with  few  exceptions,  until  the**  Star  of  Empire"  sat  ujwn  the 
Pacific  coast,  the  paradise  of  American  pomology,  where  the  V.  vinifera  found  a  new 
and  congenial  home.  Here  the  graj)es  of  the  Old  World  all  thrive.  Within  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century  grape-growing  in  California  has  almost  revolutionized 
the  grape  commerce  of  the  world,  so  far  as  the  manufactured  products,  wine,  rais- 
ins, etc.,  are  concerned,  and  yet  the  industry  seems  only  to  have  passed  the  sta^ 
of  mfancy,  All  the  varieties  of  the  vinifera  species  known  to  the  south  of  Europe, 
and  many  of  their  offspring,  having  then*  origm  here,  flourish  in  the  genial  climate 
of  the  Pacific  coast  region  of  the  United  States. 

Prof.  George  Husmann,  of  Napa,  in  a  paper  on  the  *'  Past,  Present,  and  Future 
of  Grape  Growing  in  California,  published  in  volume  4  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
American  Horticultural  Society,  has  thp  following  comments  on  the  progress  of  the 
grape  industry  in  that  State: 

*' When  gold  was  discovered  in  Calif omia,  din*ing  the  exciting  times  of  ita  early 
settlement,  Dy  those  who  flocked  by  thousand^  and  tons  of  thousands  over  the  plains 
and  across  the  ocean  to  seek  the  glittering  treasure  among  its  hills  and  along  its 
streams,  but  few  had  an  idea  that  this  land,  with  its  raiiue^  summers,  would,  ui 
the  short  space  of  time  which  has  since  elapsetl,  become  more  fiunous  for  its  golden 
fruit  and  wine  than  it  could  ever  be  by  the  ghttering  metal  found  in  tlie  de^hs  of 
the  earth;  that  its  hills  and  plains,  looking  so  diy  tind  barren  during  the  summer 
months,  would  sustain  smiling  vineyards  and  trees  laden  with  fruit.  It  was  gener- 
ally supposed  that  vines  and  trees  could  only  live  and  tlurive  with  irrigation;  that 
the  Mission  grape,  first  cultivated  by  the  Jesuit  fathers,  which  even  then  found  its 
way  into  the  mmes  and  was  readily  purchased  by  the  delvers  after  gold,  could  oa^y 
reach  its  luscious  ripeness  by  bemg  freely  supplied  with  water  during  the  diy 
months.  From  this  small  beginning,  at  one  location  and  one  variety,  what  a 
clmnge!  Grape-growing  has  spread  over  the  whole  State,  until  its  wine  cron — only- 
one  of  the  uses  to  which  the  grai>e  is  devoted — is  estimated  at  about  90,000,000  gijh 
lons  this  year.  From  one  variety  cultivated  then,  we  have  close  to  four  hundred 
varieties  now,  and  we  already  produce  as  fine  wines  as  any  country  on  the  ^lobe. 
From  the  few  scattering  smalt  vineyards  then  in  the  State,  which  were  irrigated 
several  times  a  year,  our  vineyards  now  look  down  on  the  land  from  the  highest 
tops  of  the  mountains,  and  there  produce  their  choicest  fruits,  without  irrigation, 
bemg  more  secure  from  frost  and  other  deleterious  influences  there  than  in  the  val- 
leys. Tlieir  smiling  verdure  greets  the  eye,  and  is  readily  distinguished  thousands 
of  feet  above  the  valleys.  Our  raisins  are  already  competing  with  the  finest  London 
layers  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  and  our  table  grapes  are  shipped  to  every  cit^ 
and  town  in  the  Union." 

As  indicated  above,  several  native  species  have  contributed  to  our  list  of  cultivated 
American  gi-apes.  These  were  foimd  growing  indigenously  in  different  sections 
of  the  counti'v,  and  were  variously  known  as  fox  grape,  frost  grape,  summer 
grape,  winter  grape,  muscadine,  etc.,  in  their  several  locahties.  Leading  character- 
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istics  ot  these  wild  species  were  luxuriance  of  grcywth  and  ramUiiitf,  unrestrained 
habits  of  vine,  often  mounting  to  the  tops  of  the  tallest  forest  trees  and  loading  them 
down  with  their  weight  of  foliage  and  fruit,  which,  however,  waa  of  infeirior  quality. 
We  have  said  that  there  are  several  native  species  oi  'the  Xnnie  found  witnin  the 
limits  of  the  United  Statt^s.  Prof.  Asa  (Jray  recognizes  oruy  four  species  (V,  lab- 
ruaca,  V.  cestivalis.  V.  cordifolitir  and  V,  vidpitha);  the  late  Dr.  En^lemann  enu- 
merates thirteen  (V.  labruaca,  V,  candicanHy  V.  Carribwa,  V.  Califomica^  V,  Monti- 
cola,  V.  Arizonica,  V,  ce^tivaliK,  V.  cinerea^  V,  cordifolia,  V,  pmmata,  V,  ripariay 
V,  mipe^itri^,  and  V.  rotumiifolia  or  mdpina);  while  Prof,  T.  V,  MauMn,  an  emi- 
nently practical  horticulturiist  as  well  as  a  scientific  botanist,  dassxfies  them  into 
more  than  twenty  distinct  Hi)eci€s.  This  includes  a  nimfiber  of  new  species  recently 
discovered.  It  would  seem  from  these  differences  that  botany  is  aayet  not  a  mathe- 
matically true  science.  Professor  Mun%)n  atlmits,  however,  that  **an  botanists 
who  have  attempted  the  classifu  ation  of  the  grape  genus  have  complained  of  its 
difficulties  and  confusions  of  one  form  with  another.  Many  have  concluded  that 
its  so-called  species  are  oidy  artiticial  terms  to  indicate  certain  forms  of  constderable 
extent,  but  that  in  reality*  tln^re  is  no  clear  separatrix.^  But  these  scientific  quea- 
tioBB  have  little  to  do  with  the  matter  in  hand.  It  is  sui&eient  for  us  to  note  the 
most  wonderful  developments  whix.'h  have  been  made  in  the  improvement  of  Ameri- 
can grapes  within  the  few  years  intervening  sinee  the  publleaition  of  Downing^s 
ori^nal  volume  in  1845.  At  that  date  only  twelve  varieties  were  named,  none  of 
which  are  now  generally  cultivated  (the  Catawba  and  Norton's  Viarginiaonhr  having 
local  values  at  this  time),  aside  from  the  Scup^mong,  which  is  strictly  a  Southern 
variety.  To  this  list  has  since  I  >een  added  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  new  varieties, 
many  of  which  rival  the  very  best  foreign  sorts  in  point  of  quality,  with  constitu- 
tional vigor  and  hardihood  to  resist  the  vicissitudea  of  our  peculiar  ehmate  and  our 
diversified  soils.    ' 

There  is  certainly  no  clans  of  cultivated  fruits  to  which  the  **  science  of  breeding" 
has  been  so  successfully  applied^  and  in  which  more  rapid  dev^loj^naents  have  been 
manifested,  tlian  in  connection  with  the  improvements  of  Amenean  grapes.  The 
elder  Downing  spoke  tlie  trutli  when  he,  only  forty  years  ago,  said  of  Amenean 
gnmes  that  they  (the  then  improved  varieties)  "'  have  sprung  uj»  in  the  woods  and 
nelas  from  wild  vines,"  and  that  *'  they  are  therefore  but  one  remove  from  a  wild 
state."  He  furtlier  mentions  '*  extensive  trials  which  are  now  being  made  by  vari- 
ous cultivators  to  produce  new  varieties  from  tliese,''  closing  with  the  prophecy, 
already  fulfflled,  that ''  there  is  little  doubt  that  in  a  few  years  we  shall  have  many 
new  native  sorts,  combining  the  good  qualities  of  the  best  foreign  graces  with  t^ 
hardiness  of  the  indigenous  ones  and  with  also  the  necessary  a<&^tatioo  to  tiie 
various  soils  and  cUmates  of  the  United  States." 

In  the  hands  of  such  men  as  UnderhiU,  Grant,  Rogers,  Ricketts,  Moore,  Caywood, 
Campbell,  Munson,  and  a  host  of  others,  aided  by  the  Ught  of  science  and  practieal 
skill,  there  is  no  longer  a  necessity  of  our  waiting  uncertain  resuUs  of  "*  ac^klent- 
ally  improved  varieties,"  which  shall  spring  **  up  in  woods  and  fields  from^wiid 
vines."  Now  (thanks  to  these  painstaking,  mtelligent  men),  every  Anoterican  citi- 
zen worthy  to  be  recognized  as  such  may  almost  without  effort  on  his  part  enjoy 
the  luscious  fruit  of  ''  his  own  vine  "  in  some  of  its  numerous  species  and  varieties. 
There  can  be  found  in  all  the  rtuige  of  human  experience  and  obs^nFation  no 
nK>re  convuicing  evidence  of  the  triumphs  of  horticultural  arts  than  are  ^ainly  man- 
ifested in  the  recent  and  marvelously  rapid  progress  wliich  has  been  made  in  the 
complete  domestication  and  wonderful  improvements  in  t^e  wild  American  species 
of  the  grape.  Many  of  these  are  artificial  hybrids  and  cross-breeds,  combining  the 
good  (qualities  of  one  or  more  species  of  American  grapes  and  including  V,  vin^era, 
which  always  adds  quaUties  of  excellence,  although  it  is  g/eaetaHy  at  the  expense 
of  c(mstitutional  vigor. 

SMALL  FRUITS. 

We  come  now  to  speak  of  a  class  of  fruits  the  popularity  and  importance  of  which 
are  fast  being  recognized.  Indeed,  as  the  staple  orchard  fruits  have,  in  large  sec- 
tions, declined,  small  fruits  have  taken  their  places.  It  is  a  fact  which  we  can  not 
ignore  that  the  apple,  especially  the  staple  fruit  of  former  years,  is  rsH;)idly  becom- 
ing unreliable,  and  while  no  other  fruit  is,  or  can  ever  be,  an  entirely  sansfactory 
substitute  for  it,  small  fruits  must  to  a  large  extent  be  accepted  as  such  f^om  sheer 
necessity.  Tliese  causes,  together  with  the  increasing  demand  for  such  fruits  in  the 
markets,  and  the  facility  with  which  they  are  now  preserved,  by  canning,  eto.,  has 
so  stimulated  small-fruit  culture  as  to  have  taken  it  from  the  garden  and  ftiUy  estab- 
lished it  in  the  field,  expanding  the  industry  from,  being  the  work  of  the  amateur 
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to  the  professional  and  the  commercial  grower,  where  the  market  statistics  of  the 
present  fully  entitles  it  to  rank.  This  rapid  expansion  of  the  small-fruit  industry 
has  stimulated  a  corresponding  improvement  in  varieties  which  were  formerly  few 
and  inferior  as  compared  with  the  present. 

The  Strawberry  (Fragaria), 

Among  small  fruits  none  are  so  universally  popular  and  valuable  as  the  sti-awberry , 
which,  according  to  Downing,  "  is  a  native  of  the  temperate  latitudes  of  both  hem- 
ispheres— of  Europe,  Asia,  North  and'  South  America—though  the  species  found  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  are  of  distinct  habits  and  have  each  given  rise,  tiirough 
cultivation,  to  different  classes  of  fruit."  At  the  time  this  paragraph  was  penned, 
in  1845,  strawberry  culture  was  in  its  cCirliest  stages  of  development  in  America. 
Downing  then  only  described  thirty-six  varieties,  most  of  which  were  of  foreign 
origin  and  belonging  largely  to  foreign  species.  Our  native  species  {F,  Virginiana) 
w€^  then  found  m  the  meadows  and  fields,  where  they  became  the  object  of  much 
solicitation  to  children  who  brought  them  to  market  in  small  Quantities  and  in  even 
smaller  sizes  from  their  native  fields  where  they  grew  uncarea  for  and  neglected  of 
men.  This  then  neglected  species  and  its  hybrids  and  cross-breeds  are  now  the  lead- 
ing varieties  in  cultivation.  There  are  probably  no  varieties  of  either  of  the  three 
Eiiropean  species  (F.  veaca,  F,  CoUna,  and  F,  elatior),  pure  and  unadulterated,with- 
out  mixtures  and  crosses  of  one  or  more  of  the  American  species  (F,  Virginiana  or 
F.  Chillicensia)  now  in  general  culnvation.  America  may  therefore  be  claimed  as 
the  home  of  the  strawberry  so  far  as  valuable  varieties  are  concerned,  as  it  is  in 
reality  the  present  paradise  of  the  industry. 

The  strawberry  may  be  truthfully  considered  the  only  universal  fruit  of  the  United 
States,  there  being  no  section  of  our  whole  country,  in  any  degree  adapted  to  culti- 
vation, where  it  njay  not  be  successfully  and  profitably  grown.  In  the  extreme 
South  and  in  California,  where  their  winters  are  mild  and  spring-hke,  the  season  of 
ripening  is  greatly  prolonged,  covering  months  of  time,  whue  to  the  northward  the 
crops  ripen  more  uniformly.  These  facts,  together  with  the  present  facilities  for 
dismbuting  the  crops  through  tlie  aid  of  the  railroads  (the  great  equalizers  of  the 
age),  the  leading  markets  of  all  sections  are  supplied  with  this  luscious  and  exceed- 
ingly healthy  fruit  for  long  periods.  We  have  already  referred  to  the  rapidly  in- 
creasing magnitude  of  the  oanana  trade  and  to  the  great  and  growing  ^rape  indus- 
try, but  each  and  all  other  interests  of  a  similar  character  are  fairly  eclipsed  by  the 
still  more  rapid  growth  of  the  strawberry  business  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century.  As  an  illustration  of  what  this  business  now  is,  the  following  is  quoted 
from  the  address  of  Hon.  Parker  Earle,  president  of  the  American  Horticultural 
Society,  read  before  that  organization  at  its  late  meeting  in  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  September,  1886: 

"Thirty  years  ago  the  daily  receipts  of  strawberries  in  th©  city  of  Chicago — ^now 
the  second  greatest  fruit  market^  the  world— could  have  been  carried  in  one  wagon 
at  one  load,  and  it  would  not  have  been  a  large  load  either.  Now  whole  railway 
trains  are  engaged  to  carry  the  daily  supply  of  that  market,  which  often  amount 
to  800  tons,  and  sometimes  to  twice  that  quantity.  A  similar  increase  of  supply  has 
taken  place  in  most  of  the  markets  of  the  country.  The  production  of  the  Wilson 
strawberry  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  strawberry  culture,  and  I  may  add 
of  small-fruit  gardening;  for  all  branches  of  the  business  have  been  stimulated  and 
carried  along  by  the  tide  of  enthusiasm  which  has  planted  strawberry  fields  all  over 
the  continent,  and  covered  the  tables  of  the  rich  and  of  the  poor  alike  with  their 
dishes  of  fragrance  and  crimson  beauty.  Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  it  would  be  safe 
to  say  tiiat  aff  the  strawberries  marketed  in  one  day  in  the  United  States  could  have 
been  gathered  by  a  force  no  larger  than  I  have  seen  bending  over  the  smiling  rows 
of  a  single  plantation.  Now  there  are  probably  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
harvesters  engaged  in  gathering  this  delightful  fruit  for  market-growers.  Then  the 
season  of  this  fruit  was  limited  to  the  three  or  four  weeks  of  its  ripening  in  each 
locality;  now,  by  the  help  of  railways  and  refrigerator  transportation,  it  extends 
over  four  or  five  months  of  the  spring  and  summer,  and  strawberries  are  sometimes 
transported  a  distance  equal  to  that  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  seas." 

New  varieties. — Of  course  the  rapidly  increasing  interest  in  strawberry  culture 
has  resulted  in  the  origin  and  dissemination  of  innumerable  new  varieties,  some 
accidental  seedlings,  and  otliers  the  result  of  careful  and  painstaking  breeding. 
Gtenerally  speaking,  the  tendency  has  been  towards  improvement,  though,  of  course, 
a  large  per  cent,  of  these  seedlings  have  proved,  on  trial,  to  be  no  better,  if  so  fl[ood, 
as  the  older  sorts.  With  the  large  commercial  interest  which  the  starawberry  busi- 
ness now  represents,  every  new-comer  which  bids  fair  to  be  an  improvement  is 
hailed  with  delight,  and  its  praises  are  heralded  with  the  flourish  of  trumpets  by 

Digitized  by  VjOiJy  IC 


REPORT  OP  THE  POMOLOGIST.  589 

interested  parties,  who,  with  **  wind  as  a  motor"  and  "cash  as  the  ohiective," 
stand  in  readiness  to  supply  the  novice  with  plants  which  are  to  eclipse  all  known 
varieties  in  point  of  size,  quality,  productiveness,  etc.  Thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars  are  annually  expended  in  this  way  by  men  who,  having  but 
little  practical  knowledge  and  less  skill  in  the  business,  must  necessarily  reap  disap- 
pointment. 

The  ori^  of  the  Wilson,  about  the  year  1856,  near  the  city  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
marks,  as  Mr.  Earle  has  well  said,  "  a  new  era  in  strawberry  culture."  Indeed,  its 
culture  has  been  more  generally  successful  than  any  variety  originated  since  and 
thoroughlv  tested.  Its  rapid  mtroduction  and  almost  umversal  success  greatly 
stimulated  strawberry-growing,  especially  as  a  commercial  industry,  and  with  it  the 
desire  upon  the  part  of  progn^essive  growers  to  produce  something  better;  for,  as 
P&rdee  has  said,  *'  this  fruit  is  so  soon  and  so  easdy  raised  from  seed  that  the  proc- 
ess invites  to  a  very  attractive  series  of  experiments."  To  such  as  have  the  time, 
means,  and  inclination  thus  to  experiment,  there  can  be  no  more  delightful  and  in- 
teresting field  of  operation,  which  also  promises  liberal  remuneration  for  those  who 
are  successful  in  the  production  of  varieties  of  true  worth;  but  the  valuable  advice 
of  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith,  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Horticultural  Society,  to  the  novice 
of  limited  experience  and  especially  of  limited  means  should  not  go  unheeded. 
He  says: 

"  Don't  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  these  new  varieties  that  come  out  and  are  being  rec- 
ommended by  this  man  or  that;  wait  till  good  reliable  growers  in  your  vicinity,  or 
some  men  that  you  know  are  reliable,  have  tried  them.  You  can  grow  varieties 
that  will  answer  your  purpose  from  those  kinds  now  in  use.  If  you  have  plenty  of 
time  and  plenty  of  money,  and  like  to  experiment  with  new  varieties  that  come 
along,  you  will  find  plenty  of  use  for  your  time  and  money,  and,  by  the  way,  get 
very  little  return  for  either." 

As  has  frequently  been  intimated  in  this  paper,  the  author  can  not  safely  enum- 
erate a  list  of  new  varieties  here,  which  are  now  regarded  as  promising,  through 
fear  of  misleading  the  planter,  since  there  are  so  many  local  inmiences  which  natu- 
rally affect  results  in  strawberry  growing.  To  the  professional  grower,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  State  or  nation,  truly  belongs  the  duties  of  the  experimenter;  but  to  tlie 
average  planter  we  most  heartily  commend  the  good  advice  of  President  Smith,  than 
whom  there  is  no  safer  and  more  thoroughly  practical  and  successful  guide  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  culture  of  the  strawberry. 

The  Raspberry  (Rubus), 

Next  to  the  strawberry,  the  raspberry  is  probably  the  most  valuable  of  the  small 
fruits.  It  belongs  to  the  same  botanical  genus  (Rubus)  as  the  blackberry.  There 
are  three  species,  one  foreign  and  two  native,  from  which  our  cultivated  varieties 
are  derivea. 

R.  Idoeus  is  a  native  of  the  mountainous  districts  of  the  south  of  Europe.  It  has 
long  been  domesticated,  and,  as  with  all  Old  World  fruits,  is  much  more  highly  de- 
veloped than  are  the  American  varieties.  The  class  of  berries  known  as  Antwerps 
and  all  their  American  descendants  belong  to  this  species.  The  size  and  quality  of 
varieties  belonging  to  this  species  are  superior  to  any  yet  derived  from  our  native 
species,  but,  like  foreign  grapes,  they  are  not  generally  free  from  disease  and  other 
constitutional  defects,  and  especially  are  the^  tender  and  subject  to  winter-killing 
in  our  climate  and  soil.  In  a  few  f a^^ored  sections,  notably  the  Hudson  River  region, 
they  succeed  fairly  and  are  very  justly  popular,  especially  with  amateur  growers, 
in  consideration  of  their  fine  size  and  excellent  quahties  of  fruit.  As  with  grai>e 
culture,  the  first  efforts  at  raspberry  culture  in  America  were  with  varieties  of  this 
species,  which,  from  causes  aoove  hinted  at,  were  not  satisfactory  in  results.  Of 
fourteen  varieties  described  by  Downing  in  1845,  all  but  three  were  foreign  sorts. 
The  great  preponderance  of  varieties  of  this  species  at  that  time  in  cultivation  shows 
how  great  the  effort  to  overcome  climatic  conditions  by  persistently  adhering  to 
varieties  of  our  ancestors.  The  relationrfiip  between  this  and  one  of  our  American 
species  {R.  strigosua),  is  so  close,  as  indicated  by  the  habits  of  plant  and  fruit,  that 
tney  readily  hybridize,  and  thus  the  good  qualities  of  the  two  are  often  blended,  so 
that  it  is  possible  that  many  erf  our  red  varieties  now  in  cultivation  are  the  offspring 
of  both  foreign  and  native  parents.  All  strictly  foreign  varieties,  except  in  favored 
localities,  must  have  winter  protection  to  succeed  satSfactorily  in  our  country. 

JR.  striqosiM. — Downing's  original  work  describes  this  as  a  variety — ^the  American 
Red— and  says:  "  It  ripens  neany  a  week  earlier  than  the  Antwerps,  bears  well,  and 
though  inferior  in  flavor  and  size  to  these  sorts,  is  esteemed  by  many  persons,  par- 
ticularly for  flavoring  liquors. "  The  writer  of  this  could  scarcely  have  believed  that 
in  less  than  forty  years  this  almost  despised  species  should  have  given  us  offsprings 
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of  auch  Talue  aa  the  Tam«r»  Brandywine^  Heratine^  and  numerous  others  which 
iK>w  find  their  way  to  oar  market  centers  in  afitonifthing  quantities^  not  to  be  de- 
graded by  fermentation  or  distillation  into  vile  liquors*  but  to  feed  the  hungry  and 
gladden  the  lives  of  the  denizens  of  large  cities.  This  and  the  foregoing  species 
propagate  themselves  by  undergroimd  suckers  and  not  by  the  tips,  as  does  the  fol- 
io wmg: 

R.  occidentalism  which  is  a  native  species.  Downing  describes  two  varieties  of 
this  species  in  1  Hi5 — the  American  Black-cap  and  the  Dluto  Everbeer ing.  Of  the  for- 
mer he  scarcely  speaks  more  complimentary  tiban  of  the  American  Red,  saying: ' '  This 
raspberry,  common  in  almost  every  field,  with  long*  rambling,  purple  shoots  and 
flattened,  small  black  berries,  is  everywhere  known.'*  Think  of  this  as  the  parent 
of  our  Doolittle,  Gregg,  Hopkins^  Nemaha^  Schaffer^  etc.  Think  of  the  tons  and 
tons  oi  these  and  numerous  other  offspriDg;B  of  th^  almost  despised  native  species 
that  are  now  grown,  making  lovtottea  for  th^  propagatcM^s  and  health  and  happi- 
ness for  the  deniaens  of  our  grtet  centers  of  population.  And  how  are  we  to  pre- 
dict the  future  of  an  industry  so  young  and  yet  of  such  vast  proportions?  Burelj 
cultivation  has  wrought  wonders  upon  this  native  species  in  so  ahc»rt  a  timew 

The  Blackbb&rt. 

As  above  noted,  this  fru^  bel<Hig8  to  the  same  botaniccd  genus  (Rubus)  as  the  rasp- 
berry, but  differing  essentially  from  the  latter  in  the  character  of  its  fruit,  which, 
according  to  Oray,  does  not  s^[)arate  **  from  the  juicy.  ]>rok>aged  rec^>tacW.*'  There 
are  two  species,  Ji,  tnllosua  and  H,  CafMdensis,  both  purely  native,  from  which  oar 
cultivatea  varieties  are  derived. 

R.  viUosua,  the  common  high  or  uraright  blackberry,  is  a  native  throughout  a  large 
portion  of  the  United  States.  Its  fruit,  while  in  a'  state  oi  nature,  was  probably 
more  highly  deve)o^)ed  than  that  of  the  raspberry,  though  it  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved by  cultivation.  In  certain  sections  of  tne  country,  especially  in  neglected 
and  abandoned  fields,  where  the  blackberry  delights  to  grow,  quite  a  bnsmess  is 
carried  on  by  pickers,  who  gather  the  ftttit  for  saJa  Vast  quantities  of  this  wild 
fruit  finds  its  way  into  the  markets,  thus  supplying  at  once  a  source  of  income  to 
many  poor  people  and  cheap  healthrgivin^  food  to  consumers.  While  this  wild  fruit 
is  vastly  inferior  to  the  cultivated  varieties,  it  serves,  as  above  indicated,  valuabte 
purposes  in  the  domestic  economy,  especially  of  the  poor,  while  materially  affeoting 
the  prices  of  the  better  qualities  of  fruit  coming  into  coini>etition.  It  is  only  of  veir 
recent  years  that  any  systematie  efforts  at  improving  this  fruit  has  been  attempted, 
but  in*  this  short  time  very  marked  progess  has  been  made.  Downing's  original 
w<H:k  does  not  describe  any  varieties  of  the  blackberry,  only  mentioning  the  t^^o 
emecies  as  they  then  existed^  while  in  his  more  recent  revision  he  describee  twoaty- 
five  distinct  sorts,  and  many  more  have  »Bce  fl^[>peared.  Scnne  of  these  are  so  mani- 
festly better  than  were  the  wild  varieties  as  to  already  have  won  for  themselves 
places  of  front  rank»  in  point  of  commt^reial  vahse,  among  cultivated  fruits.  The 
writer  has  in  ncdnd  a  crop  d  the  paet  season  in  which  a  single  picker  gathered  {oriy- 
two  gallons  in  one  day,  so  abundant  was  the  fruit.  This  wa^of  one  of  the  present 
leading  varieties,  the  plants  having  been  thcnroughly  cuhuvated,  and  the  fruit  goin^ 
to  market  jodl  such  tdiape  as  to  l^mg  remunerative  returns  for  the  painstaking  inteyir 
gence  bestowed  in  the  selection  of  the  variety  and  the  culture  following.  With  the 
native  phim,  grape,  strawberry,  raspberry,  and  other  fmits  our  success  in  impvov- 
ing  the  native  blackberry  shc^d  eiseeoora^  us  to  look  more  hopef  uUy  upon  our 
prospects  of  greater  achievements  with  various  American  species  not  y^  subjected 
to  the  amehorating  influences  of  horticultural  arts. 

R,  Ccmadennsj.  the  low  or  trailing  blackberry— 4he  dewberry—like  thefoveg(»i|^, 
is  a  native,  it  is  not  so  f reque^sttly  mot  with  as  the  blackberry,  being  confined  m 
its  native  habitat  more  strictly  to  hill  regions.  The  fruiit  differs  but  slight^  from 
the  latter.  There  are  a  number  c^  cultivatod  varietiee  of  this  fruit  now  0rown,  some 
of  which  esdiibit  qualities  of  nckerit^  A,iw^»g  mieh  the  Lucretia  probably  standa  in 
the  front  rank  as  a  promiring  sort. 

Trb  CmtAKT  ( JMbcft  rubrwn). 

The  currant  is  a  small  fruit  of  some  importance.  Our  cultivatod  vane^ites  belong 
to  the  above  species  and  toe  native  of  the  north  o#  Europe.  It  succeeds  best  in  a 
rather  humi<l  soil  and  atmosphere.  Like  its  near  relative,  the  gooseberry,  it  is  a 
very  popular  fruit  in  Chreat  Britain  and  the  north  of  Europe,  where  the  climate  ia 
weQ  adapted  to  its  culture.  Several  imported  insects  (the  currant  caterpiUar  and 
the  borer)  have  of  kte  years  seriously  affected  the  culture  of  the  currant  in  most 
sections  of  theeounti^,  though  searcMy  any  Attterioan.  gwrdan  is  thought  to  be  cood- 
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plete  without  iti  supply,  for  domestic  uses  at  least.  These  usually  occupy  some  oh- 
floure  comer  in  the  garden,  where  they,  if  not  too  seriously  injured  by  insects  and 
the  like,  produce  satisfactory  creeps,  and  are  a  favorite  in  the  kitchen  for  pies,  jel* 
lies,  etc.  Downing  says,  in  speaking  of  the  currant  in  its  wild  state  in  Northern 
i^urope:  *'  The  fruit  of  the  ori^final  species  is  small  and  very  soui*,  but  the  large  gar- 
den sorts  produced  by  cultivation  and  for  which  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  Dutch 
gardeners,  are  lar^  and  of  more  agreeable  subacid  flavor."  From  the  scientittc 
name  of  this  species  {RubrumX  we  should  infer  that  the  original  currant  was  of  a 
reddish  color;  but  numerous  varieties  introduced  by  cultivation  are  light-colored,  if 
not  white.  The  whit©  varieties,  as  a  rule  (if  not  invariably),  are  less  acid  than  the 
colored  sorts,  which,  indeed,  seems  to  be  true  of  all  albinos  among  small  fruits  of 
whatever  speoies*  There  are  a  number  of  native  si^ecies  of  the  currant,  but  none 
ha^  yet  been  generally  domesticated,  at  least  have  not  become  sufficiently  improved 
to  entitle  them  to  promhient  rank  among  cultivated  fruits. 

Thk  Goosebebky. 

like  its  near  relative,  the  currant,  the  species  (Rtbes  glofmtlctria)  is  a  native  in  the 
north  of  Emrope,  where,  and  also  especiaUv  in  England,  it  has  long  been  a  very 
popular  fruit,  having  reached  a  high  state  of  improvement.  Our  chmate  does  not 
smt  it  so  well  as  that  of  England,  as,  like  some  other  foreign  species,  it  is  not  entirely 
healthy  here,  it  beine  subject  to  mildew  and  disease.  There  are  a  number  of  Ameri- 
can species,  but  unm  within  comparatively  recent  years  all  efforts  at  the  culture  of 
this  fruit  in  the  United  States  have  been  with  the  foreign  improved  sorts,  which 
have  generally  proved  a  source  of  disappointment.  Downing,  m  1845,  in  speaking 
of  the  gooseberry  as  a  foreign  fruit,  says,  **  Our  native  species  has  never  iJeen  im- 
proved Tby  garden  culture."  Since  that  date,  however,  its  improvement  has  been 
taken  up,  somewhat  as  was  that  of  the  native  grape,  phim,  raspberry,  etc.,  as  a 
matter  of  self  defense  against  total  failure,  and  wonderful  and  most  satisfactwy 
results  have  fbllowed. 

R,  hirtelhim,  the  native  species  from  wliich  our  valuable  varieties,  like  Hough- 
ton, Downing,  etc.,  are  derived,  Ls  found  growing  indigenously  in  the  northern 
sections  of  the  United  States.  Its  improved  varieties  (thf>ugh  not  recognized  in 
1845)  have  already  fairly  eclipsed  all  purely  foreign  soi-ts,  except  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  amateurs  in  favored  sections,  and  were  it  not  for  the  depredations  of  the  cur- 
rant caterpillar,  which  is  a  serious  pest  to  this  fruit  as  weU  as  the  currant,  the  cult- 
ure of  the  gooseberry  would  prove  exceedingly  profitable.  Improved  varieties  are 
already  numerous  and  of  quality  scarcely  inferior  to  foreign  sorts,  but  as  yet  not 
cultivated  up  to  the  enormous  size  of  some  of  their  European  relatives.  They  are, 
however,  immensely  productive,  and  for  culinary  purposes  as  a  pleasant  acid  fruit 
stand  second  only  to  uie  cranberry. 

The  Cranberry  {Vaceinium  maerocarpum). 

This  species  of  the  cranberry  is  a  purely  native  one  and  to  it  belongs  all  the  really 
▼aluable  varietiea  in  cultivation  in  this  country.  Prior  to  about  1840  no  attention 
was  given  to  the  cuhore  of  the  cranberry  in  the  United  States,  the  native  wild 
fruit  from  the  psaty  bo^  on  our  northern  bordei-s  supplying  all  market  demands. 
The  Arst  efforts  at  improving  and  cultivating  the  cranberry  were  made  on  Cape 
Cod,  where  the  indus^  has  grown  to  immense  jo-oportions.  Andrew  S.  Fuller,  m 
his''  Small  Fruit  Cultunst,''  published  in  1867,  in  speaking  of  the  growth  of  cran- 
berry culture  in  portio«is  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  Jersey,  says:  ^'  Not 
only  have  individuals  turned  their  attention  to  it,  but  companies  have  been  formed 
with  abundant  means  to  cultivate  the  cranberry  upon  an  extensive  scale."  P.  M. 
Augur,  of  Connecticut,  says  the  cranberry  ^'occupies  a  niche  by  itself , crowding 
oht  no  other  fruit;'*  that  is  to  say,  it  ''thrives  best  where  no  other  fruit  will 
grow.'*  Its  native  habitat  is  in  tite  swamps  and  bogs  of  the  northern  section  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  can  only  be  successfully  grown  where  the  ground  may  be  artifi- 
cially flooded  with  fresh  water  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year — ^at  the  blooming 
season,  to  protect  the  blooms  from  injury  by  spring  frosts  and  for  the  winter  protec- 
tion of  the  plants.  Where  such  lands  can  be  had,  with  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  under  perfect  control,  to  be  turned  on  or  off  as  need  be,  from  50  to  200  bushels 
per  acre  may  be  produced  with  great  certainty,  which  sell  readily  for  reiounerative 
prices.  J.  S.  Stickney,  of  Wisconsin,  estimates  the  annual  vakie  of  the  cranberry 
crop  of  that  State  at  from  $800,000  to  |klO0,00O.  Since  the  attention  of  the  fruit- 
grower has  been  turned  toward  the  culture  of  this  fruit,  numerous  i»proyed  va- 
rieties have  been  brought  into  notice.    Downing  says  *' the  value  oi  thee 
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cranberry  for  tarts,  preserves,  and  other  culinary  uses  ia  well  known."  The  cran- 
berry is  the  last  of  the  small  fruits  to  ripen,  thus  prolonging  the  season  of  this  class 
of  fruits  in  a  fresh  state  to  midwinter  or  even  later,  and  as  it  may  be  grown,  as 
above  indicated,  on  land  wholly  unfit  for  the  production  of  other  garden  crops  it 
may  bo  fairly  entitled  to  our  favorable  consideration  and  esteem. 

The  Huckleberry  (F.  coryviboaum). 

The  huckleberries,  purely  native  species,  belong,  as  above  indicated,  to  the  same 
botanical  geniis  as  do  the  cranberries.  There  are  many  species  of  this  fruit  found, 
both  in  the  swamp  and  hill  regions,  along  our  northern  borders.  Perhaps  the  best 
of  these  is  that  under  consideration.  According  to  Fuller,  as  late  as  1867  very  lit- 
tle had  been  done  by  waj  of  improving  the  huckleberry.  He  says :  *  *  Time  and  again 
have  I  endeavored  tp  du-ect  the  attention  of  small-fruit  culturists  to  the  long-neg- 
lected huckleberry,  but  with  no  apparent  good  results; "  adding  further,  "  why  this 
neglect  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand,  for  the  huckleberry  possesses  naturally  better 
quahties  than  even  the  currant  or  gooseberry."  Notwitnstanding  this  criticism, 
coupled  with  the  high  indorsement  of  tlie  naturally  good  qu^ties  of  the  species,  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  great  progress  has  since  been  made  in  the  way  of  domesti- 
cating and  improving  the  huckleberry.  Having  noted  the  wonderful  progress 
already  made  by  way  of  improving  many  of  our  native  fruits,  we  are  still  at 
a  loss  to  know,  as  Mr. Fuller  has  well  said,  *' why  this  neglect"  of  a  species  so 
promising  and  reaUy  so  valuable  in  its  native  state,  for  the  wild  huckleberry  is  a 
source  of  great  commercial  value  wherever  it  naturally  grows.  That  the  huckle- 
berry is  destined  to  become  a  domestic  fruit  of  no  inconsiderable  value  I  haye  no 
doubt,  but  it  may  take  time  and  patient  skiU  to  produce  the  necessary  improvements, 
to  adapt  it  to  profitable  garden  culture.  It  is  said  that  "  the  baboons  of  Africa  are 
fond  of  fire,  and  they  are  said  to  gather  and  sit  around  an  abandoned  camp  fire  till 
the  last  ember  is  out,  but  the v  haven't  quite  sense  enough  to  poke  the  brands  together 
to  keep  the  fire  alive."  Shall  we,  with  like  lack  of  foresight,  permit  this  valuable 
native  species  to  longer  exist  ^vithout  applying  to  it  the  perauasive  arts  of  horti- 
culture? 

The  Barberry  {Berheris  vulgaris). 

There  is  probably  little  to  be  expected  by  way  of  improvement  that  may  be  made 
in  this  fruit,  which,  according  to  Downing,  is  indigenous  to  the  north  temi>erate 
zone  of  botli  heniispheres.  He,  however,  devotes  a  short  chapter  to  its  considera- 
tion, saying  while  it  is  **  too  acid  to  eat,  it  makes  an  agreeable  preserve  and  jeUy, 
and  an  ornamental  pickle  for  garnishing  some  dishes.'  Fuller  gives  it  more  atten- 
tion, describing  a  number  of  varieties  and  claiming  for  the  species  great  suscepti- 
bility of  improvement,  and  thinks  it  **  might,  if  a  proper  anioimt  of  cai'e  were  be- 
stowed upon  it,  become  a  fruit  of  much  importance." 

The  June-berry  {AmcUanchier  Canadensis), 

Dr.  Gray  says  this  native  species  "  varies  exceedingly."  It  ranges  in  its  various 
subspecies  from  a  low  shrub  not  larger  than  the  currant  bush  to  an  arboreous  form. 
It  is  strange  that  this  native  fruit,  which  is  strictly  pomaceous,  being  closely  allied 
to  the  genus  Pyrm,  has  neither  received  notice  by  Fuller,  Downing,  nor  any  other 
American  author.  The  large  species  is  a  really  handsome  tree,  well  worthy  of  a 
place  as  an  ornamental  if  not  as  a  fruit-bearing  species.  The  fruit,  which  is  small 
and  berry-like,  is  of  a  purplish  red  color,  ripening  m  June,  hence  the  common  name 
of  June-berry  by  which  it  is  frequently  known.  It  has  a  pleasant  acid  flavor,  and 
is  especially  attractive  to  children  and  birds.  I  am  not  aware  that  anv  attempt  has 
been  made  to  improve  by  cultivation  the  tree-like  form  of  the  species,  but  in  case  of 
the  dwarf  forms  some  advance  has  beeai  made  byway  of  subjecting  them  to  garden 
culture  and  with  quite  satisfactory  results.  There  is  really  much  in  this  fruit  to 
encourage  the  experimenter  in  the  work  of  domesticating  and  improving  the 
species. 

The  Buffalo  Berry  (Shepherdia  argentea). 

Fuller,  in  his  Treatise  on  Small  Fruits,  has  considered  the  Shepherdia  worthy  of 
a  somewhat  lengthy  notice.  He  says:  **  It  is  seldom  seen  in  cultivation,  but  it  is 
really  deserving  of  a  place  in  every  garden."  It  is  a  native  shnib  or  small  tree 
found  growing  wild  in  Dakota  and  in  the  headwaters  of  the  Missouri  River.  It  is 
doubtiess  extremely  hardy  and  if  sufficientiy  fruitful,  as  Fuller  indicates  it  to  be, 
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with  other  good  qualities  which  he  ascribes  to  it,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  it 
has  not  been  more  extensively  cultivated.  The  plant  itself  is  quite  ornamental  i  and 
it  certainly  deserves  further  trial,  especially  in  the  cold  Northwest. 

The  Black  Haw  {Viburnum  prunifolium). 

Here  is  a  hardy  native  species  of  pleasant,  edible  fruit  which  remains  wholly 
nejclected,  so  far  as  any  effort  as  to  its  culture  and  improvement  is  concerned.  It  is 
the  berry-like  fruit  of  a  small  tree  or  shrub  foimd  growing  wild  in  thickets  of  the 
northern  section  of  the  United  States,  from  New  England  to  Kansas,  and  is  highly 
prized  by  boys  (who  are  always  good  judges)  and  numerous  wild  animals,  and 
especially  birds.  What  its  future  value  may  prove  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  skill- 
ful horticulturist  remains  for  coming  generations  to  decide.  That  other  fruits  of 
scarcely  more  natural  promise  have  been  greatly  improved  and  rendered  valuable 
history  attests. 

The  Tree  Cranberry  (Viburnum  opulua). 

Notwithstanding  the  common  name  of  this  fruit,  it  is  in  no  way  related  to  the 
true  cranberries,  but  is  a  member  of  the  same  botanical  family  as  the  preceding 
species.  Its  common  name  is  due  to  the  fact  of  its  slight  resemblance  in  fruit,  both 
in  its  exterior  appearance  and  to  its  sprightly  acid  flavor,  and  for  which  it  is  some- 
times used  as  a  substitute  in  the  kitchen.  It  has  also  been  well  used  and  for  many 
vears,  by  enterprising  nursery  agents,  as  "bait  for  gudgeons,"  who  are  made  to 
believe  that  they  may  raise  their  own  cranberries  on  land  certainly  not  adapted  to 
the  culture  of  the  true  cranberry.  In  this  way  the  species  has  been  pretty  turgely 
disseminated,  but  in  the  hands  of  men  who  were  not  likely  to  bring  out  its  good 
qualities,  if  it  should  (which  is  quite  probable)  pc^sess  any  such.  It  is  a  native 
slirub  found  growing  wild  in  the  Alleghany  Moimtains.  The  well-known  snowball 
is  a  very  close  European  relative  of  this  species,  and  has  long  been  cultivated  for 
its  conspicuous  flowers,  which  has  thus  become  entirely  sterile.  Whether  the  tree 
cranberry  (?)  sh^l  prove  worthy  of  this  notice  or  not,  ttie  above  remarks  mav  serve 
to  place  it  in  its  true  light  and  to  guard  the  innocent  and  otherwise  uninformed 
against  imposition  through  misrepresentation. 

The  Elderberry  (Sambueua  Canadensis). 

My  early  recollections  are  associated  with  elderberry  pies  and  jellies,  prepared 
from  the  fruits  which  we  children  gathered  along  the  fence  rows  in  neglected  fields. 
The  quality  was  greatly  heightened,  as  our  good  mother  assured  us,  by  an  admixture 
of  the  sprightly  acid  juice  of  the  wild  grapes  which  we  industriously  sought  for  the 
purpose.  Of  more  recent  years,  when  cultivated  fruits  were  scarce,  we  have  found 
m  this  neglected  species  a  valuable  source  of  table  comforts  and  health-giving  luxury. 
The  elderberry  is  also  often  used  as  a  source  of  manufacture  of  domestic  wines, 
which  are  supposed  to  possess  valuable  medicinal  properties.  The  fruit  of  different 
plants  are  known  to  differ  widely  in  a  state  of  nature,  some  being  very  much  more 
fruitful  as  well  as  superior  in  size  and  quality  to  that  of  others.  This  fact  should 
encourage  the  horticmturist  in  the  selection  and  culture  of  this  fruit,  which,  every- 
where in  neglected  comers  and  hedge  rows,  persistently  pushes  its  claims  to  our 
notice.  It  is  also  a  great  source  of  food  supply  to  a  lar^  number  of  our  feathered 
friends,  which  ^one  should  entitle  it  to  our  consideration.  Let  the  elderberry  be 
considered  as  entitled  to  a  place  in  our  list  of  small  fruits,  if  we  do  here  place  it 
almost  at  the  bottom  of  our  list. 

* 
The  Mulberry  (Morus), 

Downing  honors  the  mulberry  with  a  brief  notice,  describing  at  least  three  varie- 
ties, all  perhaps  belonging,  directly  or  by  hybridization,  to  the  Adriatic  species  (Af. 
niflrra),which  ne  represents  as  a  fine  fruit,  but  generally  too  tender  for  our  climate. 
He  describes  the  tree  as  small,  seldom  attaining  a  "height  of  more  than  12  or  15 
feet."  Of  recent  years  a  class  of  mulberries,  probably  of  a  different  species,  have 
been  introduced  from  Russia,  concerning  which  much  has  been  said  by  way  of  pi*aise, 
both  as  a  fruit-bearing  tree  of  great  hardihood  as  well  as  a  forest  tree,  having  spe- 
cially desirable  qualities  for  retiinboring  the  plains  of  the  Northwest.  It  may  prob- 
ably be  well  to  take  some  of  these  representations  with  a  few  grains  of  allowance, 
as  they  are  likely  to  prove  to  be  exaggerations. 
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M»  rubra  is  a  native  species,  which  Downing  sai^is  **moreot  leesooaunon  in  tmr 
woods;  the  fruit  is  about  an  inch  long,  and  very  pleasant  and  peUatable  though  much 
inferior  to  the  Black  English.  It  bears  transplanting  well,  or  is  easily  ral^  from 
the  seed,  and  may  undoubtedly  be  improved  by  repeated  reproductions  in  this  way." 
The  native  mulberry  is  quite  commbn  in  '*  rich  woods  from  New  England  to  Kan- 
sas," forming  a  handsome,  fair-sized  forest  tree,  the  wood  of  Which  is  exceedingly 
durable  for  posts,  cross-ties,  etc.  The  fruit  differs  very  greatly  on  different  trees, 
showing  a  natural  disposition  to  sport  into  veuieties,  which  is  of  itself  ebcOuraging 
to  the  experimenter.  The  mulberry  is  certainly  worthy  of  notitSe  in  a  paper  like 
tiiis,  both  on  account  of  its  present  a«  well  bb  its  prospective  valuet 

The  Papaw  (Asimina  trUoba), 

It  is  indeed  strange  that  no  Anierican  author  on  fruit  culture  has  conside^d  the 
papaw  worthy  of  notice.  While  it  is  true  that  few  persons  naturally  like  the 
papaw  with  its  peculiar  flavor,  it  is  equally  true  that  but  few  fail  to  acquire  a 
taste  for  it  by  ;repeated  efforts.  It  is  a  native  throughout  large  sections  of  the  United 
States,  as  Dr.  Gfray  says,  from  "  western  New  York,  Pennsylvania  to  Illinois,  and 
southward."  In  its  native  habitat  it  has  many  admirers,  especially  among  the  boys, 
who  are  sure  to  hold  the  whereabouts  of  the  best  varieties  m  sacred  remembrance. 
A  papaw  Tg^ve  is  a  sure  index  of  the  good  qualities  of  the  soil,  which  has  led  the 
farmers  to  destroy  many  of  the  best  of  these  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  land 
ready  for  cultivation  in  other  and  l)etter-paying  crops,  this  process  of  aeBtructi<Hi 
has  been  carried  to  an  extent  which  already  threatens  the  exterminfttlon  of  the  spe- 
cies, imless  it  is  soon  taken  up  by  the  horticulturist — which  it  certainly  deeeirves  to 
be—and  adopted  into  our  gardens.  The  American  Cyclopedia,  which  is  about  the 
only  authority  which  1  can  find,  outBide  of  botauical  text^books.  Which  stops  to 
notice  this  fruit,  well  says.  In  sfjeaking  of  its  Worth,  that  "some  trees  produce 
in  the  wild  state  fruit  of  .sui)erior  size  and  excellence,  and  doubtletis  It  could  be 
greatly  improved  by  selection  and  cultivatiou.*'  The  writer  fully  concurs  in  this 
opinion,  and  he  ti-uBta  that  this  neglect  of  so  promleing  a  native  species  may  not  long 
continue. 

The  Persimmon  {Diospyros  Virginiana), 

Here  is  another  native  species  of  even  greater  promise  than  the  papaw,  which 
has  been  almost  entirely  neglected.  The  i>ersimmon  is  foimd  wild  in  a  number  of 
the  older  States  of  the  Union,  from  Florida  to  Arkansas,  and  Uorthwaird  to  the  for- 
tieth degree  of  latitude.  In  large  sections  of  this  vast  territory  It  conistitutes  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  living  of  the  poorer  classes,  besides  being  enjoyed  by  the  well- 
to-do  in  life;  while  animals  and  birds,  domestic  and  wild,  of  alniost  all  descriptions 
hail  the  ripening  of  the  persimmon  with  evident  satisfaction.  It  grows  along  the 
fence  rows,  in  neglected  comers,  and  in  abandoned  and  worn-out  fields,  and  with 
the  persistence  of  the  native  blackberry  forces  Itself  upon  us,  and  with  its  luscious 
proQucts  everywhere  claims  our  attention.  It  further  encourages  Us  by  its  disposition 
to  sport  into  varieties,  some  of  wliioh  gi*eatly  excel  othei's  in  good  qualities.  Per- 
haps no  native  fruit  of  the  equal  of  the  persiinnion  in  good  and  promising  qualities 
has  been  so  neglected.  American  horticulturists  must  not  longer  paas  by  this  valu- 
able species. 

The  Japanese  Persimmon  (D.  kaki). 

^o  further  warrant  us  in  the  undertaking,  we  have  of  recent  years  received  fi*oni 
Japan  the  Asiatic  relative  of  our  t)erBiuimon,  which,  by  that  painstaking  people, 
has  already  reached  a  high  state  of  development.  There  are  a  nural>er  of  varieties 
of  Japan  persimmon,  which  is  a  tioily  magnificent  fruit,  already  in  bearing  in  Cali- 
fornia and  the  Qulf  States,  where  it  flourishes,  and  where  it  bids  fair  soon  to  be- 
come both  popular  and  valuable.  This  fruit  is  so  thoroughly  domesticated  and  so 
highly  bred,  having  received  centuries  of  cai-eful  culture,  as  may  he  shown  by  its 
immense  size,  fine  qualities,  and  in  some  varieties  the  entire  elimination  of  all  seeds, 
and  is  so  closely  related  to  our  native  s|>ecie8  as  to  readily  hybridize  W;ith  it,  which 
is  satisfactory  proof  of  the  jirobable  susceptibility  of  the  latter  of  similar  improve- 
ment. It  is  claimed  that  valuable  hybridH  are  ah-eady  in  existence,  which  adds  to 
the  hope  of  thus  securing  varieties  of  sufficient  hardihood  to  render  their  cidtui^ 
possible  much  farther  north  than  the  present  limit  of  culture  of  the  Japan  species. 
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CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

We  have  now  hastily  noticed  each  of  the  fruits,  native  and  introduced,  which  are 
grown  to  any  great  extent  in  the  United  States.  In  the  preparation  of  this  paper  I 
have  been  wonderfully  impressed  with  the  growing  importance  of  our  native  spe- 
cies of  fruits.  Many  of  these  are  peculiarly  American,  while  others  have  their  for- 
eign relatives,  which  have  been  introduced  from  abroad.  Among  the  latter  may 
be  mentioned  the  plum,  grape,  strawberry,  raspberry,  gooseberry,  cranberiy,  mul- 
berry, huckleberry,  and  the  i)ersimmon.  Wliile  the  native  species  have,  perhaps, 
in  no  instance  rea(!hed  tlie  degree  of  excellence  of  fruit  to  which  their  foreign  rela- 
tives have  attained  through  the  long  years  of  careful  training  which  they  have  been 
subjected  to,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  in  point  of  hardihood  and  constitutional 
vigor  of  fi*uit  and  plant  that  they  compare  favorably,  if,  in  reaUty,  they  do  not  gen- 
erally excel.  The  blackberry,  huckleberry,  service,  and  papaw  are  distinctively 
American  si)et^ies.  and  although  some  of  these  have  not  been  domesticated,  our 
success  in  improving  our  native  fruits  should  prompt  us  to  keep  in  mind  the  work 
so  well  begun,  and  which  has  given  us  such  satisfactory  results. 
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PLATE  IX. 


Fig.  1. 
BOROVINKA.— No.  245. 


Fig.  2. 

Prolific  Sweeting.-No.  351. 
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PLATE  X. 


Fig.  1. 
ZOLOTOREFF.— No.  275. 


Fig.  2. 

Red  Transparent.— No.  333. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  FORESTRY  DIVISION. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  third  annual  report 
on  the  work  of  the  Forestry  Division.  In  proportion  to  the  provis- 
ions for  this  work,  which  have  been  measured  as  scantily  as  usual, 
the  lines  of  investigation,  commenced  the  year  before,  have  advanced 
satisfactorily  though  slowly.  No  new  hues  of  investigation  have 
been  begun,  since  limitation  and  not  expansion  is  dictated  by  the  ap- 
propriations granted  by  Congress. 

It  will  be  useless  to  call  for  "practical"  work — whatever  may  be 
meant  by  this  term — ^until  adequate  means  are  provided  for  such. 
The  only  possible  practical  work  of  this  kind  which  directly  encour- 
ages reforesting  and  which  the  Division,  as  at  present  equipped, 
might  perform,  namely,  the  distribution  of  plant  material,  had  been 
attempted  the  year  before  on  a  novel  and  well- working  plan,  but  had 
to  be  abandoned  because  with  the  funds  at  disposal  this  year  no  sat- 
isfactory arrangements  in  that  direction  could  be  made, 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PLANT  MATERIAL. 

I  have  dealt  in  my  last  report  to  you  on  the  desirability  of  this 
method  of  encouragement,  if  carried  out  in  a  proper  manner  and  in 
adequate  proportions ;  and  I  may  add,  that  distribution  of  plant  ma- 
terial for  agricultural  and  for  forest  planting  differs  in  principle  as 
well  as  in  object.  While  seed  distribution  in  the  first  case  may  be 
desirable  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  new  kinds  and  improving 
the  nature  of  agricultural  crops,  the  distribution  of  forest  plant  ma- 
terial has  a  different  object  in  view.  It  has  less  to  do  with  the  intro- 
duction of  new  kinds  than  with  inducing  the  planting  of  a  crop  which 
without  some  special  inducement  would  not  be  planted  at  all,  while 
its  existence  and  propagation  is  desirable  for  the  community  at  large 
for  several  reasons.  In  our  country  especially,  where  immediate  re- 
turns from  an  investment  are  more  frequently  looked  for  than  in 
older  countries  and  where  the  practice  of  forest  planting  aiid  forest 
management  is  not  yet  established,  this  kind  of  encouragement  seems 
quite  legitimate,  and  if  carried  out  on  a  judicious  plan  appears  the 
only  means  for  the  General  Government  directly  and  practically  to 
advance  the  practice. 

In  other  countries,  monarchical  and  republican  in  their  constitution, 
this  aid  to  forest  industry  is  employed  on  a  large  scale  and  with  great 
success.  Not  only  do  State  and  county  governments  resort  to  it,  but 
societies  and  even  private  estate  holders  consider  it  within  their 
sphere,  and  a  proper  direction  of  their  funds  and  activity,  to  furnish 
plant  material  either  free  of  cost  or  at  nominal  prices.  1  have  given 
some  statistics  of  this  kind  of  forestry  work  in  my  last  report  and 
may  add  the  following  data,  to  impress  not  only  the  evident  desira- 
AQ  88 38  697 
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bility  of  plant  distribution  but  also  to  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  to 
whicli  it  must  be  carried  in  order  to  be  effective: 

In  Bohemia  (area,  20,000  square  miles;  inhabitants,  5,500,000) 
during  the  year  1887  were  distributed  to  communities  and  small 
farmers  by  the  council  of  agriculture  754  pounds  of  conifer  and  152 
pounds  of  deciduous-leaved  tree  seeds;  by  estate  holders,  1,408,100 
conifer  plants,  12,450  broad-leaved  plants,  and  488  pounds  of  conifer 
seeds;  by  nurseries,  withXJ^overnment  aid,  1,972,908  conifer  plants;  or 
altogether  the  free  distribution  amounted  to  3,393,450  plants  and 
1,404  pounds  of  seed.  In  the  spring  season  of  1888  these  distribu- 
tions amounted  to  1,441,000  plants  and  1,590  pounds  of  seed.  The 
Society  of  Agriculturists  also  distributed  to  the  members  of  the 
County  Agricultural  Society  of  Tepel  12,000  plants.  The  Bohemian 
Forestry  Association  has  during  the  last  thirteen  years  distributed 
24,970,987  tree  plants  and  9,180  poimds  of  seed,  partly  free  of  charge 
and  partly  at  nominal  prices. 

In  Switzerland  (area,  16,000  square  miles;  inhabitants,  2,700,000) 
during  1887  there  were  over  5,050,000  plants  and  1,550  pounds  of  seed 
distributed,  the  council  appropriating  also  $26,000  towards  reforesta- 
tion. 

In  Msehren,  Au8tria(area,  8, 600  square  miles;  inhabitants,  2,200.000), 
during  the  spring  of  1888,  the  government  (state  and  county)  dis- 
tributed 5,954,684  plants;  nurseries  aud  estate  holders.  1,769,000 
plants;  so  that,  as  in  the  year  before,  nearly  8,000,000  seealings  were 
given  to  the  small  farmers. 

In  South  Australia,  a  country  situated  very  much  like  our  own 
Western  prairies  and  plains  in  regard  to  climatic  and  forest  condi- 
tions, the  forest  department  for  several  years  past  distributed  large 
amounts  of  plant  material  with  the  ^eatest  success,  as  I  ha^e  more 
fully  shown  in  my  last  report. 

On  this  occasion  I  should  not  omit  to  express  the  obligations  of 
the  Department  to  the  forest  conservator  of  South  Australia,  Mr. 
John  Ednie  Brown,  who  very  courteously  furnished  to  the  Depart- 
ment, free  of  charge,  several  hundred  pounds  of  acacia  seed  for  dis- 
tribution in  the  southern  parts  of  the  country.  It  is  also  gratifying 
to  note  in  this  connection  xhat  the  tree  seeds,  a  few  packages  of  which 
the  Department  was  abl^  to  send  from  its  stock  in  return  for  this 
courtesy,  are  reported  as  germinating  very  satisfactorily,  showing 
that  the  complaints  occasionallj^  received  in  regard  to  the  quality  or 
the  seeds  are  chargeable  to  the  inappropriate  handling  of  the  same. 
The  Department  is  also  under  obligations  to  Heinnch  Ritter  von 
Manner,  a  prominent  grower  of  osiers  in  Austria,  for  a  most  valuable 
coUectioii  of  some  sixty  varieties  of  osier,  sent  gp^atuitously.  The 
cuttings  were  distributed  among  the  State  experiment  stations  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  adaptability  of  the  various  basket  willows 
to  the  different  sections  of  our  coimtry.  The  results  of  this  experi- 
ment have  not  yet  been  collected. 

FORESTRY  INTBRK8T8  IN  THE  STATES. 

During  the  past  year  it  seems  that  the  interest  in  forestry  matters 
has  not  only  grown  more  rapidly  than  before,  but  is  taking  prac- 
tical shape  in  every  part  of  the  country.  I  have  before  me  reports 
by  the  State  Board  of  Forestry  of  California,  by  the  Forest  Commis- 
sioner of  Colorado,  by  the  Forest  Commission  of  Michigan,  by  the 
Forestry  Bureau  of  Onio,  by  the  Forest  Commission  of  New  York. 
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All  of  these  documents  exhibit  an  advance  over  the  same  kind  of 
literature  in  former  years,  by  becoming  more  definite  in  their  con- 
tents and  recommendations,  and  discussmg  directly  questions  of  local 
forestry  interest. 

Since  it  is  still  the  office  Of  this  Division  to  aid  in  bringing  about  a 
l^eneral  appreciation  of  the  objects  of  forestry,  I  consider  it  proper 
m  this  place  to  call  special  attention  to  the  work  of  these  commissions 
and  to  oriefly  review  their  reports. 

California. — ^The  second  biennial  report  of  the  California  State  Board  of  Forestry 
constitut68  a  volume  of  nearly  200  pages.  It  is,  perhaiM,  the  most  important  and 
valuable  report  yet  made  by  any  State  forestry  board  in  this  country.  It  is  illus- 
trated by  twenty-four  autotype  representations  of  the  characteristic  conifers  of  Cali- 
fornia and  contains  six  coimty  forest  maps,  in  continuation  of  similar  maps  in  the 
previous  report,  which  by  shadings  and  appropriate  marks  and  figures  indicate  at  a 
glance  the  forest  condition  of  the  counties,  the  kinds  of  trees  growing  on  each  sec- 
tion of  land,  and  the  comparative  density  of  growth. 

The  first  third  of  the  report  is  occupied  with  an  accoimt  of  the  work  of  the  com- 
missioners during  the  last  two  years.  One  of  their  principal  endeavors  has  been  to 
effect  a  reform  in  the  method  of  cutting  the  public  forests  both  of  the  State  and  of 
the  General  Government.  These  had  hitherto  been  greatly  damaged  and  wasted  by 
persons  cutting  timber  wherever  they  could  find  it,  without  having  secured  any  title 
to  it  by  purchase.  The  action  of  the  commissioners  in  exposing  the  extent  of  these 
trespasses  and  aiding  to  bring  the  depredators  to  punishment  has  had  the  effect  of 
increafiing  the  purchase  of  the  timber  lands,  with  a  consequent  decrease  of  unlawful 
cutting,  and  at  the  same  time  a  more  careful  and  economical  method  of  lumbering. 
The  timber  entries  during  the  year  1887  and  the  first  third  of  the  year  1888  consti- 
tuted about  one-third  of  all  the  timber  entries  hitherto  made  in  the  State.  Many  of 
the  lumbermen  are  now  adopting  a  conservative  management  which  contemplates 
the  continuance  of  the  forests  aa  a  permanent  source  of  supply  and  revenue  instead 
of  their  being  exhausted  by  a  single  cutting  and  then  abandoned. 

By  posting  in  the  mountains  and  wooded  portions  of  the  State  warning  notices, 
callmg  attention  to  the  law  against  setting  forest  fires,  and  by  the  activity  of  agents 
of  the  board  in  securing  evidence  against  setters  of  fire,  the  extent  of  forest  fires 
has  been  much  lessened.  The  commissioners  estimate  that  more  than  ten  times  the 
cost  of  the  protective  service  has  thus  been  saved  to  the  State. 

The  commissioners  have  not  only  endeavored  to  secure  a  conservative  manage- 
ment of  existing  forests,  but  also  to  induce  the  planting  of  bodies  of  trees  in  places 
where  they  are  deficient,  and  where  the  native  fiora  is  of  but  little  value,  by  dis- 
tributing plant  material  of  trees  not  indigenous  to  the  State.  Among  these  are 
the  cat^pa  and  locust  and  some  of  the  eucalypts  from  Australia,  and  also  aca- 
cias furnished  by  this  Department.  Experiment  stations  have  been  established  in 
the  different  climatic  belts  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  growth  of 
various  kinds  of  trees,  and  thus  aBcertaining  their  desirableness  and  their  adapta- 
tion to  various  situations.  The  generosi^  of  individuals  has  made  up  for  the  laok 
of  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  commissioners,  by  the  liberal  gift  of  lands  for  ex- 
periment stations  of  the  value  of  from  seventy-five  to  a  himdyed  thousand  dollars. 
While  testing  the  quality  of  trees  at  these  stations,  the  commissioners  have  en- 
deavored, by  planting  the  stations  in  park  form,  to  cultivate  the  taste  of  the  people 
and  encourage  the  production  of  beautiful  as  well  as  useful  results  by  tree-planting. 

Following  the  establishment  of  experiment  stations  for  the  purposes  of  practical 
forestry,  the  commissioners  began  last  year  the  work  of  supplying  a  scientific  and 
popular  description  of  the  forest  trees  of  California.  The  larger  part  of  the  present 
report  gives  the  result  of  this  work,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  pine  trees  of  the  State, 
which  include  the  pines  of  the  Pacific  slope.  The  description  of  these  trees  by  the 
botimist  of  the  commission,  Mr.  J.  G.  Lemmon,  and  the  well-«xeouted  autotyne 
illustrations  of  the  trees  as  they  stand  and  also  of  branches  and  fruit,  make  a  pub- 
lication of  a  very  interesting  character  and  of  permanent  value. • 

Colorado. — ^The  biennial  report  of  the  forest  commissioner  joi  Colorado  has  been 
recently  issued.  One  of  the  most  valuable  features  is  a  forest  map  of  the  State, 
prepared  by  the  commissioner  with  much  care.  It  shows  the  draina^  system  of 
Colorado  and  the  approximate  location  and  extent  of  its  forest  and  irrigated  lands, 
as  well  as  the  intimate  connection  existing  between  the  forests,  streams,  and  irri- 

♦  As  this  report  goes  to  press  it  is  learned  that  the  energetic  and  efficient  Board 
of  Forest  Commissioners,  with  Mr.  Abbot  Kinney  as  chairman,  has  had  to  make 
room  for  new  appointees. 
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gatdon  systems  of  the  State.  This  map  and  the  report  as  a  whole  should  be  of  great 
service  to  the  people  of  Colorado.  It  contains  brief  accounts  of  the  native  trees, 
and  a  statement  in  condensed  form,  by  counties,  of  the  forest  conditions  of  the  State. 
It  shows  what  agencies  are  at  work  to  destroy  the  forests,  what  means  are  now 
used  for  their  preservation^  and  what  further  action  by  individuals  and  by  the 
State  and  General  Governments  is  needed  for  this  purpose. 

llie  report  shows  that  the  commissioner  has  been  diligent  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office.  In  addition  to  the  compilation  of  the  forest  map,  he  has  done  much 
by  means  of  circulars  and  other  publications  to  extend  information  through  the 
State  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the  forests  and  the  necessity  of  preserving  them. 
The  great  and  imnecessary  injuries  inflicted  by  forest  fires  have  been,  set  forth. 
Public  meetings  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  forestry  question  in  its  local  bearings.  A  greatly  improved  public  opin- 
ion has  already  become  manifest,  which  encourages  the  forest  officers  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  and  is  preparing  the  way  for  more  advanced  and  effective 
legisSition  in  behalf  of  the  forests.  Such  legislation,  in  various  particulars,  is  sug- 
gested briefly  at  the  close  of  the  report.  The  l^islature  of  the  State,  at  its  last  se^ 
sion,  authorized  the  establishment  of  four  forest  experiment  stations,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  for  that  purpose  which  was  nassed  by  the  last  Con- 
gress. Two  of  these  stations  have  been  located  already  by  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, and  a  third  will  be  located  very  soon. 

Michigan, — The  first  report  of  the  forestry  commission  of  this  State  was  pub- 
lished at  the  close  of  the  year  1888.  The  commission  was  established  bv  act  of  the 
legislature,  in  June,  1887,  and  organized  in  October  of  the  same  year,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  information  necessary  for  the  basis  of  legislation.  The  commis- 
sioners think  that  the  prevention  of  forest  fires  is  the  most  important  subject  for 
consideration  in  Michi^ein  at  the  present  time,  and  th^  principal  work  done  by  the 
commission  during  the  first  year  seems  to  have  been  that  of  seeking  information, 
by  means  of  circulars,  in  regard  to  the  extent  and  character  of  the  forests  in  the 
several  townships  of  the  State  and  the  extent  of  fires  among  them,  the  causes  of  the 
fires,  and  the  methods  of  preventing  and  checking  them  which  have  been  found 
most  effective.  The  report  contains  some  illustrations  showing  the  effect  of  fires  in 
retarding,  if  not  entirely  destroying,  the  after-growth  of  the  forests.  It  contains, 
also,  a  list  of  the  trees  indigenous  to  Michigan,  with  brief  description  of  their  qiudi- 
ties  and  practical  uses.  One  thousand  lumber  mills  are  reported,  wjth  a  capital  of 
$48,000,000  and  a  product  of  $60,000,000  in  value,  with  a  working  force  of  35,000. 

New  ForA:.— The  details  Of  the  report  by  the  State  Forestry  Commission  show  a 
distressing  condition  of  affairs,  in  so  far  as  much  of  the  land,  which  had  lapsed  to 
the  State  for  nonpayment  of  taxes  and  forms  the  basis  for  the  work  of  the  commis- 
sion, is  now  being  redeemed  at  nominal  prices  and  passes  out  of  the  control  of  the 
State,  by  whose  action  in  the  matter  of  fbrest  preservation  it  has  become  valuable. 

The  forest  commissioners  urge  the  enactment  of  a  law  for  the  examination  of 
claims  in  redemption,  and  redemption  to  be  permitted  only  to  actual  occupant. 

They  also  advocate  the  amalgamation  of  the  game-protection  and  forest-protec- 
tion service,  which  now  requires  two  sets  of  officers.  They  dilate  upon  the  difficulty 
of  bringing  timber  thieves  and  incendiaries  to  justice  under  present  laws  of  venue. 
As  is  only  reasonable,  they  demand  for  the  State  the  right  to  sell  the  old  timber  and 
bark,  the  purchase  of  wild  forest  lands,  the  power  to  lease  small  ]mrcels  to  private 
individuals  for  residence,  the  exclusion  of  railways  from  State  forest  lands,  etc. 

Altogether,  it  seems  that  the  State  of  New  York,  with  the  best  opportunity  for 
demonstrating  a  successful  management  of  forest  lands,  loses  this  opportunity  by 
inadequate  legislation,  which  handicaps  the  executive  in  carrying  out  the  spirit  of 
the  legislation. 

Ohio. — The  State  of  Ohio  owning  no  forests  or  land  adapted  to  forestry  purposes, 
the  forestry  bureau  of  that  State  has  directed  its  attention  chiefly  to  the  education 
of  the  people  in  regard  to  forestry  matters,  so  as  to  induce  the  individual  land- 
owners to  cultivate  and  protect  properly  their  own  forests.  In  the  fourth  annual 
report  of  the  bureau  attention  is  calfed  to  the  general  need  of  information  on  the 
subject,  and  the  demand  is  made  that  forest  botany  and  forest  zoology  be  taught  in 
the  public  schools  and  that,  as  a  first  step  in  this  direction,  these  studies  be  mtro- 
duced  into  all  the  normal  schools  and  the  State  University  without  delay. 

Tree  planting,  it  is  also  urged,  should  be  taught  in  the  schools  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  this  may  be  done  in  connection  with  the  annual  Arbor  Day  celebrations.  The 
secretary  thmks  the  actual  planting  should  not  be  done  by  teachers  or  pupils  having 
no  knowledge  or  experience  in  the  work,  but  that  the  school  authorities  should 
enga^  experienced  tree-planters  to  do  the  work  in  the  presence  of  the  schools. 

It  is  further  urged  that  the  State  University  at  Columbus  should  organize  forth 
with  a  forestry  department  in  connection  with  the  agricultural  college,  for  tho 
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education  of  professional  foresters,  of  whom  there  is  great  need,  both  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  young  and  for  work  in  practical  forestry. 

There  should  also  be  a  forestal  experiment  station  in  connection  with  the  uni- 
versity, supplemented  by  primary  and  secondary  stations  in  various  parts  of  the 
State.  The  bureau,  in  connection  with  its  other  work,  is  now  engaged  m  efforts  to 
establish  voluntary  forestal  experiment  stations,  with  fair  prospects  of  success. 

It  is  also  a  sign  of  progress  in  forestry  matters  that  the  governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hon.  James  A.  Beaver,  has  accepted  the  presi- 
dency of  the  American  Forestry  Congress,  and  in  his  message  to  the 
Pennsylvania  State  legislature  takes  special  pains  to  refer  to  the 
forestry  work  of  the  congress  as  well  as  of  the  special  commission 
appointed  by  hini  to  examine  and  consider  the  snoject  of  forestry  in 
Pennsylvania. 

As  further  Olustrating  the  progress  of  forestry  work  in  the  country, 
it  is  necessary  to  report  the  doinga  of  forestry  and  horticultural  so- 
cieties in  various  otner  States. 

The  people  of  Maine  were  manifesting  increasing  interest  in  the 
protection  and  conservative  use  of  our  forest  wealth  by  holding,  dur- 
mg'the  last  year,  a  forestrv  convention,  at  which  a  committee  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the  President  to  use  his  influence 
with  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  withdrawal  of  the 
public  tirober  lands  from  sale  or  occupation,  and  also  to  secure,  by 
means  of  the  next  census,  more  ample  and  satisfactory  information 
in  regard  to  the  forest  condition  of  the  country.  The  State  Grange 
of  Maine  has  also  taken  similar  action. 

In  Massachusetts  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture  has 
from  time  to  time,  for  many  years,  offered  premiums  for  the  planting 
and  cultivation  of  forest  trees.  Last  year  the  society  made  an  award 
of  premiums,  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars,  for  the  best 
plantations,  and  at  the  same  time  offered  additional  premirums  for 
future  planting. 

The  Pennsylvania  Forestry  Association,  distinguished  for  its  en- 
terprise and  eflRciency,  has  done  much  during  the  past  year,  by  lec- 
tures and  the  issue  of  its  organ,  Forest  Leaves ^  to  create  a  proper 
interest  in  forestry  matters  throughout  the  State.  It  has  exertea  what 
influence  it  could  to  induce  appropriate  measures  by  Congress  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  timber  lands  of  the  nation.  It  has  un- 
dertaken to  accumulate  a  permanent  fund  by  means  of  Which  to 
employ  a  general  agent,  and  so  increase  its  emciency.  It  has  also 
determined  to  publish  Forest  Leaves  regularly  every  month  instead 
of  at  irregular  intervals. 

In  Texas  and  Kentucky  State  forestry  associations  have  been 
formed  during  the  last  year. 

In  Ohio  interest  in  forestry  has  been  stimulated  during  the  past 
year  by  the  exhibition  of  forest  products  which  was  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Cincinnati. 

A  forestry  convention  was  held  early  in  the  year  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.  The  Michigan  State  Board  of  Agriculture  was  by  legislative 
act  constituted  a  board  of  forestry,  for  the  purpose  of  aevising  and 
proposing  needful  forestry  legislation.  The  repo?^  of  this  meeting 
ana  of  the  commission  has  been  mentioned  before. 

It  deserves  to  be  mentioned  that  during  the  year  a  vigorous  en- 
deavor has  been  made  to  secure  such  a  change  in  our  public  land 
laws  as  would  protect  and  preserve  the  public  timber  lands  as  a 
source  of  permanent  use  and  revenue.  This  had  its  initiation  with 
the  American  Forestry  Congress,  as  I  have  outlined  in  my  last  re- 
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port.  A  bill  for  an  act  was  presented  to  both  Houses  of  the  late 
United  States  Congress,  the  chief  provisions  of  which  were  the  sus- 
pension of  the  sale  of  timber  lands  pending^  a  survey  of  the  same, 
then  the  permanent  reservation  of  such  portions  of  them  as  might  be 
deemed  necessary  for  climatic  and  other  reasons,  the  wood  only 
being  sold  from  time  to  time  under  a  svstem  of  licenses,  to  be  cut 
and  removed  under  the  supervision  ana  direction  of  Government 
officers  appointed  for  the  purpose.  Petitions  in  favor  of  the  bill 
from  various  bodies  and  from  mfluential  persons  in  almost  all  parts 
of  the  country  were  presented  to  Congress,  but  without  effect,  and 
the  work  remains  to  Tbe  renewed  at  the  assembling  of  another  Con- 
gress. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  year  in  relation  to  the 
forestry  reform  movement  was  the  meeting  in  November  of  the 
American  Forestry  Congress  and  the  Southern  Forestry  Congress 
simultaneously,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  The  two  congresses  were  merged  in 
one,  hencef  ortn  to  be  the  American  Forestry  Congress.  Three  days 
were  occupied  with  the  reading  of  papers  and  the  discussion  of  for- 
est topics.  Committees  were  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
appropriate  legislation  by  the  Kational  Congress  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  forests,  ana  by  State  legislatures  for  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  forestry  in  the  several  States. 

Lastly  I  should  mention,  as  not  the  least—perhaps  the  most  wel- 
come—development of  the  year,  the  establishment  of  a  journal  in 
this  country,  which  not  only  devotes  a  part  of  its  space  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  matters  relating  to  the  forest,  but  is  bold  enough  to  enter 
the  name  on  its  title. 

Garden  and  Forest  is  a  weekly  journal  of  horticulture,  landscape 
art,  and  forestry,  published  by  Prof.  C.  S.  Sargent,  well  known  by 
his  census  work  on  the  forest  flora  and  forests  of  the  United  States. 
It  has  brought  during  the  year  a  large  amount  of  forestry  reading 
of  the  first  order;  andwhile  for  reasons  of  finance  it  is  still  necessarv 
to  give  to  the  discussion  of  matters  relating  to  gardening  and  land- 
scape architecture  the  lion's  share,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  readers 
of  forest  literature  will  so  grow  in  numbers  as  to  make  this  part  of 
the  paper  more  and  more  its  prominent  feature. 

The  little  publication  issued  by  the  Pennsylvania  Association. 
Forest  Leaves ^  has  also  gone  on  in  its  modest  T^av,  reaching  a  class  oi 
readers  and  serving  a  purpose  different  from  tnat  of  the  more  pre- 
tentious journal  just  mentioned.  By  the  adoption  of  this  publication 
as  the  organ  of  the  American  Forestry  Congress,  a  means  of  com- 
munication will  be  established  between  the  workers  on  the  field  of 
reform  in  forest  economics. 

The  general  and  the  scientific  press  have  also  brought  forth  consider- 
able discussion  on  forestry  matters  during  the  year.  The  question  of 
forest  influences  has  been  widely  discussed,  and  especially  the  influ- 
ence of  forests  on  rain-fall. 

FOREST  IKFLUENCB8. 

Since  Government  action  with  regard  to  forest  preservation  and 
reforestation  is  called  for  largely  upon  the  claim  that  the  forest 
cover  has  an  influence  upon  climatic,  soil,  and  water  conditions,  and 
thus  making  forest  conservancy  a  matter  of  general  and  public  interest, 
the  discussion  and  settlement  of  questions  relating  to  these  influences 
should  be  among  the  first  duties  of  this  Division.    Unfortunately, 
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the  Division  is  not  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  enable  it  to  do  more 
than  compilatory  work:  the  establishment  of  stations  with  the  special 
object  of  ascertaining  forest  influences,  which  was  recommended  in 
my  former  reports,  is  still,  for  obvious  reasons,  in  abeyance.  A 
thorough  discussion  and  critical  review  of  the  knowledge  and  obser- 
vations on  forest  climatic  influences  so  far  obtained  in  other  ways 
has  been  contemplated,  but,  as  yet,  has  not  been  completed. 

One  of  the  most  notable  discussions  on  the  subject  of  the  influence 
which  forests  exert  on  rain-fall  occurred  during  this  year  in  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Washington,  lasting  through  nearly  three 
meetings.  This  was  called  forth  by  a  paper  of  the  writer  analyzing 
the  methods  employed  in  the  discussion  or  this  question.  This  paper 
was  written  in  answer  to  an  article  by  Mr.  H.  Gannet,  geographer 
of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  aiming  to  prove  the  absence 
of  forest  influence  upon  rain-fall,  which  had  unfortunately  found 
wide  circulation  in  the  daily  and  weekly  press.  I  say  unfortunately, 
because  while  on  the  face  of  it  the  conclusions  reached  seemed  to 
stand  upon  incontrovertible  facts,  and  therefore  the  general  public 
would  be  led  to  believe  that  a  definite  settlement  of  the  question  had 
been  arrived  at  on  a  scientific  basis,  it  was  clearly  shown  in  the  dis- 
cussions referred  to  that  the  conclusions  were  by  no  means  justifi- 
^able  and  the  flaws  in  the  method  and  reasoning  were  made  apparent. 

Since  Mr.  Gannet's  paper  is  among  the  few  which  refer  m  their 
treatment  of  the  question  to  conditions  prevailing  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  since  the  readers  of  this  report  will  be  interested  in  seeing 
both  sides  of  the  controversy,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  mention  his 
method  of  dealing  with  the  question  and  the  discussions  somewhat 
in  extenso. 

In  the  first  place,  as  regards  the  choice  of  localities  which  were  to 
be  compared  m  regard  to  the  amounts  of  precipitation  during  differ- 
ent periods,  the  prairie  region  comprising  Iowa,  northern  Missouri, 
southern  Minnesota,  Illinois,  and  part  of  Indiana  seemed  to  offer  a 
proper  field  because,  as  it  is  asserted,  during  the  last  thirty  years 
this  great  area  has  been  considerably  reforested  by  natural  growth. 
On  the  other  hand,  Ohio,  originally  heavilv  wooded,  has,  as  is 
known,  been  quite  considerably  deforested,  ana  thus  promises  to  yield 
valuable  data  for  comparison.  A  third  area  was  chosen,  comprising 
New  England  and  parts  of  New  York,  which,  originally  densely 
wooded,  then  almost  entirely  deforested,  is  said  now  to  be  largely 
grown  up  to  wood  again. 

The  author  then  attempts  to  solve  the  question  whether  these  as- 
serted changes  in  the  soil-cover  have  been  accompanied  by  changes 
in  the  amount  of  precipitation. 

The  rain-fall  observations  of  twenty-four  stations  in  the  prairie  re- 
gion, varying  in  duration  from  ten  years  to  forty  years,  are,  for  each 
station,  divided  into  two  equal  perioasandthe  amounts  thus  obtained 
for  each  of  the  two  periods  are  added,  when  it  is  assumed  that  the 
sum  of  precipitation  m  the  second  period  should  furnish  a  larger  num- 
ber if  tne  rain-fall  had  increased.  It  was  found,  however,  that  the 
sums  were  as  follows: 

Sum  of  annual  precipitation : 

First  half 8,875 

Second  half 8,082 

Difference —848 
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That  is  to  say,  the  second  half  of  the  period  showed  a  decrease  in 
rain-fall,  namely,  1.6  inch  per  year;  only  six  stations  showing  an  in- 
crease— the  others  a  decrease. 

In  Ohio,  where,  according  to  the  popular  theory,  the  rain-fall  shonld 
have  decreased,  observations  of  twelve  stations  covering  periods  vary- 
ing from  ten  to  forty-six  years,  were  similarly  treated,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

Sum  of  annual  precipitation: 

First  half 5,911 

Second  half 5, 880 

Difference —31 

Five  stations  showed  an  increase,  seven  a  decrease.  The  average 
decrease  was  0.21  inch  per  year,  or  so  little  that  it  could  hardly  prove 
the  unfavorable  influence  of  deforestation. 

For  New  England,  it  is  assumed  that  the  period  of  deforestation 
lasted  until  the  year  1860,  during  which  time  a  decrease  of  rain-fall 
should  be  expected:  after  this  time,  with  the  assumed  reforestation, 
an  increase  should  oe  noticeable.  The  same  operation  as  applied  be- 
fore, at  eighteen  stations  before  1860  and  at  fpurteen  stations  after 
1860,  gives  the  following  result: 

Sum  of  annual  pi'ecipitation: 
Before  1860: 

First  half 8,467 

Secondhalf ,: 9,046 

Difference +579 

After  1860: 

First  half 4,582 

Secondhalf 4,582 

Difference 0 

The  first  period  shows,  contrary  to  expectations,  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  rain-fall  (2.9  inches  per  year),  while  the  reforestation  after 
the  period  shows  no  influence. 

Lastly,  the  author  subjects  twenty-six  stations  of  the  region  west 
of  the  Missouri,  with  observations  varying  from  six  to  twenty-six 
years,  to  this  scrutiny  and  finds: 

Sum  of  annual  precipitation: 

First  half 4, 408 

Secondhalf 4,468 

Difference , -f  60 

Sixteen  stations  show  an  increase  of  rain-fall,  but  the  total  increase 
is  not  more  than  0.4  inch.  (The  author  does  not  recognize  that  the 
stations  of  longest  record  show  the  greatest  increase;  taking  those 
with  records  of  twelve  or  more  years  alone,  the  increase  would  be 
over  2  inches  per  year. ) 

The  conclusions  reacned  by  the  author  are  worded  as  follows:  In 
regard  to  the  negative  results  in  the  prairie  region,  he  says:  "  I  should 
be  very  slow  to  argue  from  this  a  deleterious  action  flowing  from  the 
increase  of  forests,  but  it  seems  to  militate  very  strongly  against  a 
favorable  action  upon  rain-fall.^'  On  finding  the  decrease  for  tlie 
Ohio  region  but  0.21  inch  per  year  he  says:  **It  is  of  course  unnec- 
essary to  add  that  this  change  is  too  small  to  have  any  meaning." 
In  regard  to  the  New  England  figures^  ^'  deforesting  seems  to  be  ao- 
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companied  by  a  decided  increase  in  rain-fall."  The  increase  of  rain- 
fall west  of  tne  Mississippi  is  also  considered  too  insignificant.  The 
author  then  sums  up  m  the  following  very  positive  deductions: 
*' With  these  results  in  view,  it  seems  idle  to  discuss  further  the  in- 
fluence of  forests  upon  rain-fall  from  the  economic  point  of  view,  as 
it  is  evidently  too  slight  to  be  of  the  least  practical  importance.  Man 
has  not  yet  inventea  a  method  of  controlling  rain-fall."  And  in 
another  place:  "We  may  therefore  dismiss  as  baseless  the  popular 
idea  of  an  increase  in  rain-fall  either  annual  or  during  the  growing 
season." 

In  the  discussion  of  this  paper,  referred  to  above,  it  was  shown 
that  these  conclusions  could  not  be  drawn  with  such  positiveness,  for 
the  following  reasons: 

(1)  The  method  employed  is  inadmissible  because  it  uses  incon- 
gruous data  for  comparison,  the  periods  of  observations  drawn 
together  being  of  ve^  uneven  duration  and  therefore  in  their  two 
halves  not  representing  periods  of  different  forest  condition. 

Most  stations  are  of  recent  origin  and  furnish  therefore  no  data 
for  the  conditions  of  older  times;  by  adding  half  their  results  to  those 
actually  referring  to  earlier  conditions,  tne  tendency  would  be  to 
equalize  the  results. 

(2)  It  was  doubted  that  the  reforestation  of  the  prairies,  on  the 
whole,  had  takenplace  to  such  an  extent  as  to  appreciably  change 
its  forest  area.  For  the  Ohio  region  it  was  to  be  remarked  that  the 
main  deforestation  took  place  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  and  begin- 
ning of  this  century,  while  most  of  the  stations  are  only  ten  or  twenty 
years  old  (only  three  are  older),  and  therefore  do  not  present  data 
covering  a  time  of  appreciably  greater  forest  area.  It  was  also 
doubted  whether  the  waste  lands,  of  New  England  covered  with 
a  sparse  brush- wood  could  be  considered  as  forest  areas  exerting  an 
influence. 

(3)  The  material  used  for  the  discussion,  granting  that  it  pre- 
sented reliable  data,  which  was  doubted,  was  inadequate  for  the  rea- 
sons adduced. 

j(4)  It  was  shown  that  periodical  variations  exist  in  the  amount  of 
precipitation,  which  can  be  expressed  by  a  wave-line  or  curve  with 
recurring  high  and  low  levels.  By  cutting  any  one  period  in  these 
in  an  arbitrary  manner,  any  result  may  be  obtained  that  seemed  de- 
sirable. It  was  therefore  advisable  to  compare  onlv  periods  relating 
to  the  same  historic  times,  and  of  suflSciently  long  (Juration  to  equal- 
ize the  secular  variations. 

(5)  Lastly,  it  was  shown  that  whatever  observations  of  rain- fall 
we  have  are  absolutely  unreliable  and  useless  for  the  discussion  of 
forest  influences,  since  it  is  not  the  rain-fall  but  the  catch  of  different 
rain-gauges  which  we  compare,  and  the  rain-gauges  which  are  or 
have  oeen  in  use  are  liable  to  errors  of  very  considerable  magnitude. 

The  concurrence  of  opinion  then  recurred  to  the  position  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  writer  at  the  outset,  namely,  tnat  we  had  no 
data  upon  which  to  discuss  the  question  with  precision  and  on  a 
mathematical  basis. 

In  regard  to  the  last  two  points,  I  deem  it  of  interest  to  reproduce 
in  abstract  the  papers  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Hazen  and  Prof.  Cleveland 
Abbe,  of  the  Signal  Service,  which  were  read  during  these  discus- 
sions. 

Mr.  Hazen  referred  to  the  secular  variations  which  are  known  to 
exist  in  every  series  of  annual  precipitation,  and  which  are  of  such 
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magnitude  as  to  overshadow  any  influence  like  that  of  the  forest. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  deciduous  forests,  such  as  alone  concern  ns 
in  the  regions  under  observation,  can  influence  rain-fall  only  during 
the  season  of  leaf;  and  if  the  other  seasons  are  united  with  this  the 
result  will  be  masked  as  far  as  this  influence  is  concerned. 

We  have  several  stations  in  the  region  referred  to  with  a  record 
of  about  forty-eight  years.  Taking  the  observations  of  these  during 
May,  June,  Juljr,  August,  and  September,  and  summing  up  sepa- 
rately the  precipitation  during  the  first  and  during  the  second  twenty- 
four  years,  we  find  as  follows: 


Summer  rain  in  i»ip)»^ 

St.  Louis. 

BUdison. 

Muscatine. 

Mareogo. 

First  twenty-four  yean , 

640 
468 

617 
461 

646 
471 

008 

Second  twenty-four  yeora 

449 

Decrease  second  period                       ........ 

87 

66 

74 

07 

These  results  would  lead  us  to  conjecture  a  reducing  influence  of 
forests  on  rain-fall. 

But  it  is  f oimd  on  projecting  the  curves  of  rain-fall  observations 
that  a  minimum  in  the  secular  variation  occurs  about  the  year  1877 
or  within  the  last  period  of  our  observations,  and  this  accounts  for 
the  smaller  amounts  or  decrease  in  the  last  half  of  the  period. 

Besides,  the  writer  argued  from  his  own  observations  ihe  reforesta- 
tion claimed  for  the  region  in  which  the  stations  are  situated  has 
been  so  slight  that  it  comd  not  very  well  be  considered  as  a  factor  of 
climatic  influence.  He  argued  further,  from  the  observation  that 
fogs  linger  much  longer  over  a  forest  tlian  over  an  adjoining  field, 
that  a  greater  humidity  of  atmosphere  above  the  forest  must  be  ad- 
mitted, wjiich  tends  to  increase  precipitation,  and  since  the  air  is  less 
desiccated  over  a  forest  than  over  an  open  field,  rain-drops  when 
formed  in  the  upper  strata  are  not  dried  up  in  their  descent  when 
reaching  this  air  of  greater  humidity  as  they  would  be  in  the  drier 
atmosphere  above  the  field. 

Professor  Abbe  showed  that  all  observations  hitherto  made  with 
rain-gauges  at  various  heights  above  ground  agreed  in  demonstrating 
a  very  decided  diminution  in  the  catch  of  the  gauge,  the  diminution 
increasing  with  the  height.  The  relation  between  the  catch  at  any 
height  and  that  of  the  normal  gauge  at  the  ground  is,  approximately: 

Deficit=-^|^^^^PP^— — 0.07  X  V  altitude  of  upper  in  feet 

This  deficit  is  due  to  the  effect  of  wind  in  drifting  the  slowly  falling 
particles  of  snow  and  fine  rain  out  of,  over,  and  away  from  the  gau^e. 
The  numerical  coefficient,  7  per  cent.,  is  an  average  for  the  winos, 
snows,  and  fine  rains  of  Europe,  and  varies  with  the  special  character 
of  every  wind.  The  only  practicable  method  of  allowing  for  this  ef- 
fect, and  one  that  really  does  give  a  sufficiently  valuable  correction  to 
ordinary  rain-gauge  measures,  consists  in  placing  several  gauges  near 
each  other  and  at  different  altitudes  (h'  and  h")  and  readmg  their  in- 
dications at  every  storm  (u'  and  u"),  then  by  elimination  deducing 
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the  reduction  (x)  to  normal  gauge  of  the  readings  for  that  storm.    The 
equations  are: 

Whence 


And 

Normal  rain-fall =- — ^   .^,  —  -r — ^    .^_„,  etc. 
1— xVh'       1  —  X  v/fiT^ 


u'  u" 


The  author  showed  that  the  shielded  gauges  devised  by  Prof.  Joseph 
Henry  in  1856  and  Prof.  F.  E.  Nipher  in  1876,  and  the  protected 
gauges  used  by  Bornstein,  Wild,  and  Hellmann,  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  overcame  in  a  mechanical  manner  the  injurious  influences  of 
eddies  at  the  mouth  of  the  gauge  caused  by  the  wind,  but  they  do  not 
give  much  satisfaction  in  the  measurement  of  snow. 

The  differences  exhibited  by  a  number  of  gauges  scattered  over  an 
area  of  two  square  miles,  as  for  example  in  the  experimental  rain  fields 
near  Berlin  and  the  gauges  scattered  over  the  District  of  Columbia, 
are  not  entirely  due  to  local  geographical  distribution  of  rain-fall,  but 
also  to  local  peculiarities  of  the  strength  of  the  wind  by  reason  of 
which  the  catch  is  affected  as  above. 

The  chronological  irregularities  in  the  record  of  a  single  gauge  kept 
for  a  lon^  time  in  one  locality  are  very  largely  due  to  chronological 
irregularities  in  the  wind  attending  the  rain  and  in  the  character  of 
the  precipitation,  namely,  fine  rain  or  snow.  Thus  questions  of  the 
gradual  change  in  climate  as  shown  bv  rain-fall  can  not  be  intelli- 
gently discussed  until  the  records  of  tne  rain-gauges  are  corrected 
for  the  insidious  and,  relatively  speaking,  enormous  errors  intro- 
duced by  the  action  of  the  wind  at  the  mouth  of  the  gauRO. 

The  author  stated  that  already  in  Bavaria  and  in  India,  during 
the  past  two  years,  the  importance  of  this  correction  has  been  real- 
ized, and  the  proper  method  of  computing  it,  as  above  suggested,  by 
two  gauges  at  different  heights,  has  been  introduced.  He  added 
that,  in  order  to  rescue  from  condemnation  the  records  of  long- 
standing gauges  in  this  country,  it  would  seem  proper  to  establish 
near  each  one  another  gauge  at  much  lower  or  liigner  altitude,  in 
order,  by  the  comparison  of  the  two,  to  obtain  an  approximate  cor- 
rection of  the  past  records.  At  the  present  time  there  are  no  records 
of  rain-fall  in  this  country  adapted  to  give  satisfactory  answer  to  any 
question  involving  variations  in  amounts  of  only  5  6r  10  per  cent,  of 
precipitation. 

Since  it  will  aid  the  student  of  these  questions  to  have  before  him 
a  brief  review  of  the  methods  that  have  been  employed  in  discussing 
the  influence  that  forests  have  on  climate,  I  reproduce  here  such 
parts  of  my  paper  above  referred  to  as  seem  appropriate. 

While  we  may  discuss  to  a  certain  limit,  separately,  the  influence 
of  the  forest  on  any  one  of  the  different  factors  which  we  comprise 
under  the  collective  name  of  climate,  upon  rain-fall^  for  instance,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  such  an  intimate  relation  exists  between  the 
different  factors  of  climate  that  it  is  almost  impossible,  at  least  im- 
practicable, to  confine  the  discussion  to  one  factor  or  set  of  factors 
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without  reference  to  the  others.  From  a  practical  stand-point  the 
aggregate  effect  rather  than  that  of  its  component  parts  is  of  signifi- 
cance, the  total  influence  being  that  which  is  of  practical  value. 
What  does  it  matter,  for  instance,  whether  it  is  by  increased  precipi- 
tation that  the  forest  benefits  the  field  or  whether  the  same  physio- 
logical efifect  is  produced  by  greater  frequency  of  rains,  or  by  more 
seasonable  rains,  or  by  increased  relative  humidity  in  other  ways,  or 
by  raising  the  water  level  and  increasing  or  advantageously  dispos- 
ing of  the  available  water  supplies  through  favorable  ground- water 
conditions  or  surface  channels  ? 

And  when  we  come  to  discuss  forest  influences  with  a  view  to  a 
national  forest  policy,  the  further  mechanical  influence  which  a  forest 
cover  exerts  upon  water  supply  and  water  distribution,  upon  soil 
conditions  and  nealth — influences  very  distinct  from  those  on  climatic 
conditions  and  often  of  greater  importance — demands  proper  atten- 
tion and  investigation,  and  it  will  not  do  to  divide  and  discourage 
the  work  of  forest  commissions  and  forestry  associations,  as  has  been 
done,  because  seemingly  one  of  the  influences  upon  which  they  base 
their  activity  remains  unproven. 

As  is  natural,  the  first  suggestion  that  a  relation  between  climate 
and  forest  area  exists  came  from  general  observation. 

Especially  when  history  had  reported  fertile  districts  with  favor- 
able climate,  surrounded  by  verdant  groves,  where  now  desert 
wastes,  inhospitable  climate,  and  treeless  mountain  sides  are  found, 
the  conclusion  lay  near  that  there  existed  a  relation  between  the 
forests  oh  one  hand  and  fertility  and  favorable  climatic  conditions 
on  the  other. 

According  to  Humboldt  (Kosmos,  Vol.  II,  p.  322),  the  decrease  of 
humidity  and  rain-fall  was  recognized  as  a  consequence  of  forest  de- 
struction as  early  as  the  fifteenth  century.  Sully,  in  the  sixteenth, 
and  Colbert,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  warned  against  forest  de- 
vastation, and  the  examples  adduced  for  the  fact  of  its  bad  effects 
form  a  voluminous  library.  Among  the  eminent  men  who  have 
used  this  method  may  be  mentioned  Du  Monceau,  Rdaumur,  Buffon, 
Humboldt,  and  Arndt. 

This  method  of  proving  the  proposition,  which  has  been  the  most 
popular,  and  is  still  largely  in  vogue,  may  be  called  the  historico- 
statistical.  It  can  not  be  entirely  dispensed  with  and  its  conclusions 
disregarded,  but  its  results  must  be  considered  with  great  caution,  for 
not  only  are  the  reports  of  the  facts  in  many  cases  dubious,  but  the 
inferences  are  not  always  reasonable. 

About  the  middle  of  this  century,  with  the  development  of  phys- 
ical and  especially  meteorological  science,  a  second  method  was  ap- 
plied. This  me1;Jiod,  which  may  be  called  the  argumentative  method, 
attempted,  upon  a  theoretical  basis,  to  discuss  and  reason  out  the  as- 
sumed relation  by  employing  the  accumulated  physical  knowledge 
which,  scanty  at  first,  has  lately,  however,  been  considerably  in- 
creased. 

Among  the  prominent  meteorologists  who  employed  this  method, 
the  first  was  fiecquerel.  The  result  of  this  method  has  brought  us 
considerably  forward  in  the  recognition  of  the  direction  in  which  an 
influence  would  be  possible;  and  while  it  has  not  been  able  either  to 
prove  or  disprove  satisfactorily  the  existence  of  the  same,  nor  to  ad- 
vance us  in  the  knowledge  of  the  degree  and  quality  of  the  influ- 
ence, if  any,  it  has  cleared  the  way  for  a  more  scientific  considera- 
tion and  investigation  of  the  subject. 
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The  theoretical  positions  and  conclusions  resulting  from  this 
method  may  be  formulated  in  the  following  twelve  theses: 

(1)  We  must  be  clear  as  to  what  shall  be  considered  as  "  forest." 
It  is  evident  that,  according  to  composition,  height,  and  closeness  of 
growth,  and  size  and  extent  of  the  forest,  etc.,  the  conditions  must 
vary  considerably.  The  position  towards  prevailing  winds,  water 
surfaces,  mountams,  the  altitude,  distance  from  the  sea,  and  other 
disturbing  influences^  and  the  seasons  also  must  be  taken  into  ac- 
count. 

(2)  The  inquiry  must  discern  between  mechanical  and  physical 
effects,  climatic  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  and  hydrologic  and 
mechanical  conditions  of  the  soil.  It  must  also  discern  between  an  in- 
quiry on  the  one  hand  into  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  forest  interior 
and  the  changes  produced  over  the  same  area  by  deforestation,  and  on 
the  other  hand  into  the  influence  of  a  forest  area  on  its  surroundings. 

(3)  As  regards  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  forest  interior  in  com- 
parison with  the  open  plain,  the  following  facts  seem  established: 
(a)  The  mean  annual  temperature  and  the  temperature  extremes  or 
range  of  temperature  of  the  forest  air  is  lower;  especially  in  summer 
the  days  are  cooler,  the  nights  warmer.  (6)  The  relative  but  not  the 
absolute  humidity  is  greater,  (c)  Precipitation  seems  to  be  more 
frequent  and  greater  in  amount  over  forest  areas. 

(4)  In  order  to  effect  any  tangible  influence  a  distribution  of  field 
and  forest  must  exist  which  allows  an  exchange  of  climatic  peculiar- 
ities, such  exchange  being  possible  only  by  diffusion  vertically  and 
by  circulation  of  air  currents,  local  currents,  or  general  air  move- 
ments horizontally. 

(5)  Local  currents  set  up  in  the  same  manner  as  by  large  water 
surfaces,  through  the  difference  in  the  temperature  of  forest  and  field 
during  clear  sky  and  quiet  air,  bring  in  summer  in  the  day-time 
cooler  air  from  the  forest  to  the  lower  strata  of  the  field,  and  to  the 
higher  strata  during  the  night  warmer  and  moister  air  which  tends 
to  formation  of  dew  and  mist. 

(6)  General  air  currents  may  be  influenced  variously  according  to 
their  quality  and  direction.  A  windward  position  oi  the  forest  is 
necessary  to  have  its  climatic  peculiarities  communicated  to  the  field. 
The  dry,  warm  currents  of  the  summer  seem  to  be  best  capable  and 
likely  to  carry  the  influence. 

(7)  Active  transpiration  in  summer  must  tend  to  increase  humidity 
of  the  air  above  the  forest,  and  air  currents  nearly  saturated  passing 
over  it  may  be  brought  nearer  to  condensation  while  the  open  field 
tends  the  other  way.  The  cooler  air  of  the  forest  tends  to  condense 
any  warm,  moist  currents  passing  over  it.  The  cooler  stems  and 
branches  in  winter  and  the  slower  rise  of  temperature  in  the  spring 
in  the  forest  tends  to  condensation,  while  the  mechanical  retardation 
of  air  currents  which  have  begun  to  deposit  their  moisture  tends  to 
increase  the  precipitation. 

(8)  The  mechanical  effect  upon  the  horizontal  movement  of  the  air 
currents  necessitates  an  upward  movement,  which  has  a  cooling 
effect  and  consequently  increases  their  relative  humidity. 

(9)  The  greater  humidity  above  the  forest  tends  to  enlarge  and 
multiply  the  rain-drops  of  a  falling  rain. 

(10)  Mountain  forests  in  spring  favor  precipitation  in  their  inte- 
rior; in  falljWhen  they  are  relatively  warmer,  the  opposite  tendency 
prevails.  Mountain  forests  on  the  leeward  sidd  increase  the  tendency 
towards  condensation  of  dry,  warm,  and  of  moist  currents. 
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(11)  The  condensation  and  precipitation  may  take  place  above  the 
forest  and  thus  render  the  currents  drier  after  passage,  or  else  they 
may  carry  their  increased  stores  of  moisture  to  the  field,  the  temper- 
ature and  moist  conditions  of  which  will  determine  their  utilization. 

(12)  The  eflEect  upon  air  currents  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere 
above  the  forest  reaches  only  the  lower  strata,  while  all  the  heavier 
rain-f aUs  are  precipitated  from  greater  heights  (1,500  to  2,600  meters). 

A  very  able  review  of  the  theoretic  considerations  which  bear 
upon  the  philosophy  of  the  forest  influences  upon  climate,  lately 
published  by  Dr.  Hornberger,'  summarizes  as  follows: 

(1)  Theoretically  considered,  a  climatic  influence  of  the  forest 
upon  its  surrounaings  may  quite  reasonably  be  assumed,  yet  the 
same  considerations  which  lead  to  this  conclusion  allow  us  also  to 
prognosticate  that  this  influence  is  not  very  significant  (considerably 
less  than  is  often  believed). 

(2)  In  regard  to  the  quantity  of  this  influence  and  the  distance  to 
which  it  extends  we  possess  no  positive  data;  those  extant  show  at 
least  the  insignificance  of  this  influence. 

It  is,  however,  undeniable  that  the  data  which  the  author  recog- 
nizes as  satisfactory  to  himself,  upon  which  he  draws  his  inferences, 
would  prove  him  a  priori  biased  in  opposition  to  the  accepted  theory; 
and  while  he  strives  faithfully  to  explain  the  physical  conditions, 
his  inferences  are  certainly  tinged  by  his  bias. 

The  next  step  and  metnod  of  demonstration  employed  was  the 
mathematical  one,  using  numerical  data  which  had  either  accumu- 
lated independently  of  the  question  or  were  specially  provided  for 
the  purpose. 

We  have  here  to  distinguish  two  methods,  a  wholesale  and  a  retail 
one,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  or,  more  scientifically  speaking,  the  one 
using  large  averages  and  comparing  data  from  extensive  areas,  not 
specially  supplied  for  the  purpose,  the  other  comparing  directly  data 
oDtained  in  confined  localities,  by  direct  detail  measurements  within 
and  without  forest  areas. 

The  latter  method,  which  I  call  the  retail  one,  is  the  one  now 
largely  adopted  by  German  investigators. 

The  first  attempt  to  obtain  for  the  settlement  of  this  question  a 
series  of  exact  methodical  observations  dates  back  to  the  year  1864, 
when  Dr.  Ebermayer,  professor  at  the  University  of  Munich,  con- 
structed the  necessary  apparatus,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  Bavarian 
Government  and  forest  administration,  established,  in  1866,  the  first 
three  double  stations  (a  set  of 'meteorological  instruments  being  ob- 
served within  a  forest  area  and  another  set  simultaneously  in  a  field 
near  by),  with  an  extension  in  the  following  year  to  six  stations. 
In  1869  Switzerland  followed  with  three  stations;  in  1870  Italy  es- 
tablished a  station,  and  in  1874  to  1877  Prussia  entered  upon  this 
field  of  work,  having  now  sixteen  stations  in  connection  with  the 
forest  experiment  stations;  and  to-day  quite  a  number  of  such  double 
stations  are  collecting  data  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

A  summary  of  the  first  results  of  the  Bavarian  stations  was  pub- 
lished in  1873,  and  at  present  monthly  bulletins  and  an  annual  sum- 
mary are  published  by  the  Prussian  stations,  the  thirteenth  annual 
being  now  due. 

The  object  of  these  double  stations,  at  which  instruments  are 
placed  within  the  forest  and  in  the  open  field,  is  to  note — 

(1)  The  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  within  and  without  the 
forests. 
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(2)  The  temperature  in  the  forest  at  1.5°*  above  ground  and  in  the 
tree-topq. 

(3)  The  degree  of  humidity  within  and  without  the  forests. 
Evaporation  within  and  without. 
Quantity  of  precipitation  reaching  the  ground. 
Temperature  of  soil  at  six  different  depths. 

le  points  of  observation  at  the  Prussian  stations  are  chosen  200" 
distant  from  the  edge  of  the  forest  both  ways.  An  enormous 
amount  of  material  has  accumulated,  but  as  yet  has  not  been  sum- 
marized or  turned  to  accoimt.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  anything 
else  can  be  demonstrated  by  it  than  what  is  already  known,  namely, 
that  the  meteorological  conditions  within  the  forest  are  different 
from  those  prevailing  without.  Whether  and  how  far  this  differ- 
ence is  communicated  to  the  open  field  can  certainly  not  be  proved 
by  the  data  obtained.  By  establishing  pointe  of  observation  in  the 
field  at  varying  distances  it  might  have  peen  possible  to  demonstrate 
the  presence  or  absence  of  climatic  interaction  between  forest  and 
field. 

In  the  wholesale  methods,  which  use  data  obtained  over  large  areas 
independently  of  the  special  object  of  this  proposition,  we  may  ac^ain 
discern  two  ways  of  manipidation.  The  one  comparing  the  data 
found  during  various  periods  at  the  same  stations  and  bringing  them 
in  relation  with  forest  conditions  existing  at  the  various  periods;  the 
other  comparing  data  obtained  simultaneously  from  stations  situated 
differently  as  regards  forest  conditions,  but  capable  of  being  brought 
to  a  proper  basis  of  comparison  as  regards  other  climatic  influences. 

Mr.  Gfannet's  method  oelongs  to  the  first  class.  I  have  spoken  of 
it  before,  and  shown  that  his  arrangement  of  data — even  if  they  were 
reliable — is  inadequate  and  leads  to  no  result. 

A  more  advantageous  application  of  this  method  has  been  attempted 
by  Prof.  Mark  W.  Harrington,  and  although  he  does  not  inquire  into, 
or  at  least  leaves  doubtfm,  the  question  of  the  causation,  his  results 
seem  to  indicate  an  increase  of  ram-fall  over  the  same  area  with  which 
Mr.  Gannet  deals.  His  application  of  the  wholesale  method  consists 
in  comparing  isohyetal  lines  constructed  for  two  different  periods, 
about  tnirtv  years  apart.  The  main  objection  to  the  conclusiveness 
of  this  metnod  is  that  in  the  present  case  it  depended  on  too  inaccu- 
rate data. 

The  second  class  of  wholesale  methods  which  compares  simultane- 
ous data  of  stations  differently  situated  as  regards  forest  conditions, 
has  been  lately  employed  by  the  eminent  Russian  climatologist,  A. 
Woeikoff.  He  chooses  his  illustrations  from  the  northern  part  of 
India  where,  as  the  author  states,  the  temperature  variations  from 
south  to  north  are  exceedingly  slight,  being,  between  the  nineteenth 
and  thirty-first  degrees  of  latitude,  only  0.08  degree  C.  for  each  degree 
of  Latitude,  and  where  the  months  of  April  to  June  represent  the  hot 
season  and  are  very  dry.  Between  the  twenty-third  and  twenty- 
seventh  degrees  there  exist  treeless  regions,  especially  the  larger  part 
of  Bengal  and  the  Northwest  Provinces,  while  the  provinces  of  As- 
sam, Sylhet,  and  Cochar,  etc.,  are  densely  wooded. 

He  shows  by  tables  of  meteorological  data  that  in  the  wooded  re- 
gions of  Assam,  even  at  a  considercmle  distance  from  the  sea — 

(1)  The  hot  season  from  April  to  June,  which  prevails  on  the  open 
Gangetic  plain,  is  absent. 

(2)  The  mean  temperature  of  the  months  of  April  to  June  (the  hot 
season)  is  4  to  6  degrees  lower  than  in  the  treeless  region  at  equal 
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distance  from  the  sea  (a  difference  which  at  such  a  latitude  and  such 
nearness  of  stations — 550  kilometers  in  the  plain — and  the  absence  of 
mountain  influences  is  nowhere  else  observed). 

(3)  The  temperature  maxima  differ  even  more  than  the  means, 
because  in  the  forested  area  not  greater  than  those  of  Southern  or 
Middle  Russia,  while  in  the  treeless  part,  even  near  the  sea,  tempera- 
tures of  40  and  45  degrees  C.  are  frequent. 

(4)  The  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  is  great  in  the  densely  wooded 
part  of  Assam  even  in  April  to  June,  namely,  40  and  more  per  cent, 
above  the  mean  relative  humidity  of  treeless  stations  equally  distant 
from  the  sea. 

(5)  This  may  explain  the  earlier  beginning  and  the  regular  increase 
of  precipitations  over  the  wooded  areas,  wnile  in  the  west  a  sudden 
increase  takes  place. 

(6)  The  relative  humidity  is  also  greater  in  the  forested  area  dur- 
ing the  dry  months,  especially  December,  although  no  precipitation 
may  fall,  the  relative  humidity  being  82  i>er  cent,  as  against  60  per 
cent,  in  the  open  country,  at  two  stations  equidistant  from  the  sea. 

The  author  admits  that  whenever  the  general  climatic  conditions 
of  a  subtropic  country  are  opposed  to  precijjitation,  even  over  larger 
forest  areas  rain  will  not  fall;  for  instance,  when  the  wind  is  a  con- 
stantly descending  one  or  comes  from  cooler,  drier  regions,  like  the 
northeast  winds  in  Assam  from  November  to  February. 

His  tables  show  the  tem|)erature,  moisture  conditions,  and  precipi- 
tation at  ten  stations  within  the  twenty-second  and  twenty-seventh 
degrees  of  latitude,  and  the  extreme  differences  of  annual  precipita- 
tion noted  are  687*"°*  and  2,975*"",  or  a  variation  of  2,288™°*;  and  if  we 
take  two  stations  eaually  distant  from  the  sea  for  comparison,  Patna 
and  Goalpara,  the  difference  is  1,370°*™,  a  significant  figure  when  we 
consider  tnat  the  two  stations  are  only  340  miles  from  each  other. 

Thus  it  would  appear  that,  at  least  for  subtropic  regions^  the  effect 
of  forest  cover  in  reducing  temperature  and  mcreasing  precipitfi^- 
tions  may  be  accepted. 

Woeikoff  further  investigates  whether  the  influence  of  the  forests 
upon  climatic  conditions  of  their  surroundings  may  also  be  proved 
for  latitudes  of  38  to  52  degrees  north — all  the  west  European  con- 
tinent— and  he  proceeds  as  follows: 

Taking  the  temperature  of  July  as  that  of  the  warmest  month,  and 
assuming  that  on  the  whole  the  temperature  at  the  Atlantic  coast  is 
lower  and  rises  toward  the  interior  of  the  continent,  he  compares  the 
temperature  of  a  number  of  places  situated  near  the  fiftieth  degree, 
the  observations  being  all  taken  outside  of  the  forest.  To  bring  tnem 
upon  a  uniform  basis  for  comparison,  he  reduces  the  observed  quan- 
tities by  assuming  the  increase  of  temperature  toward  the  south  at 
0.5  degree  C.  per  degree  of  latitude,  and  for  every  100"  of  altitude 
he  assumes  a  temperature  difference  of  0.7  degree;  he  does  not,  how- 
ever, reduce  to  sea-level  but  to  200"  altitude,  in  order  to  avoid  many 
reductions  and  so  to  lessen  the  possibility  of  error.  Thus  he  obtains 
mean  Julv  temperatures  for  his  line  of  stations  reduced  to  fifty  de- 
grees north  latitude  and  200"  altitude. 

He  observes  in  this  series  a  rapid  rise  of  temperature  from  the  Main 
River,  then  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  eastern  and  western  Bo- 
hemian stations,  which  is  credited  to  large  forest  areas  there  prevail- 
ing, while  in  the  Bohemian  basin  the  temperature  is  higher,  as  it  is 
also  in  Silesia,  and  again  much  lower  in  the  well-wooded  Carpathian 
Mountains  of  Hungary;  the  influence  of  these  large  wooded  areas  is 
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still  noticeable  in  East  Qalicia  as  far  as  Kiew,  where  the  neighbor- 
hood of  forest  and  morasses  works  in  the  same  way;  while  m  the 
steppes  the  highest  temperature  is  reached. 

In  the  same  manner  a  series  of  stations  lying  on  or  near  the  forty- 
sixth  degree  are  treated,  reducing  their  July  temperatures  to  the  theo- 
retical temperatures  for  the  forty-sixth  degree  and  200™  eJtitude;  and 
another  series  of  stations  is  worked  out  for  the  forty-fourth  degree 
in  Croatia,  Bosnia,  Herzegovina,  and  Dalmatia;  and  here  the  heavily- 
wooded  Bosnia  is  found  from  twenty-five  to  forty-five  degrees  cooler. 

The  results  of  these  comparisons  lead  the  author  to  conclude  that 
in  the  western  part  of  the  continent  large  forest  areas  influence  the 
temperature  of  neighboring  localities  and  interrupt  the  normal  in- 
crease of  temperature  which  should  occur  in  going  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  into  the  interior  of  the  continent,  to  such  an  extent  that  even 
regions  far  in  the  interior  have  a  cooler  summer  than  those  nearer 
the  sea. 

He  concludes,  further,  not  only  that  there  exists  a  climatic  influence 
of  the  forest,  but  that  it  exerts  itself  over  considerable  distances  ac- 
cording to  composition,  size,  and  position  of  the  forest  area;  that, 
ihereioTej  forest  planting  or  deforestation  offer  a  means  of  changing 
considerably  the  climate.    And  he  adds: 

Some  people  hold  that  eince  the  forest  increases  precipitation  it  is  only  necessary 
that  forests  be  planted  to  wipe  out  the  deserts.  But  such  an  extreme  position  is 
not  tenable,  ^though  the  forest  economizes  the  precipitation  that  has  fallen,  stor- 
ing it  for  a  long  time  and  increasing  the  quantity  to  a  certain  degree,  yet  many 
parts  of  the  earth  are  too  arid  to  bear  forests  (?),  for  forests  need  much  water.  On 
the  other  hand,  thinly-stocked  forests  and  those  composed  of  trees  with  a  foliage 
covered  with  a  wax-like  substance  which  decreases  transpiration,  while  better  capa- 
ble of  sustaining  themselves  in  dry  climates  tlum  denser  forests  and  those  composed 
of  trees  with  more  active  transpiration,  yet  do  not  mitigate  the  heat  and  moisture 
in  the  same  degree. 

One  may  say  in  criticism  of  this  method,  that  the  factors  of  reduc- 
tion are  somewhat  arbitrary  and  may  not  be  correct,  and  that  the 
divergence  of  the  reduced  temperatures  may  not  be  caused  by  the 
forest;  and  further  that  the  difference  is  established  (if  at  all)  only 
for  the  summer  temperatures,  but  not  for  the  yearly  or  daily  varia- 
tions, therefore  the  data  are  insufficient  to  prove  the  propositions  in 
their  generality. 

Mr.  Henry  F.  Blanford,  meteorological  reporter  to  the  government 
of  India,  also  asserts  that  the  difference  of  rain-fall  in  the  two  local- 
ities compared  by  Woeikoff  may  be  attributed  to  other  physical  con- 
ditions. He  thinks  that  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  question  must 
await  the  production  of  a  series  of  rain-fall  records  from  a  single 
region,  which  is  forested  for  a  time,  and  then  deforested,  or  vice  versa, 
and  lie  contributes  such  an  observation  from  the  Central  Provinces 
of  India  south  of  the  Satpura  Range,  where  five-sixths  of  an  area  of 
61,000  square  miles  had  been  greatly  deforested. 

The  records  from  the  years  1865  to  1875,  made  during  the  time  of 
deforestation,  are  compared  with  those  of  the  following  period,  when, 
through  government  interference,  systematic  reforestatioii  began. 
During  the  second  period  the  rain-fall  has  progressively  increased, 
until  the  mean  for  fourteen  stations  appears  to  be  20  per  cent,  more 
than  it  was  for  the  first  ten  years. 

Dr.  Brandis,  for  a  long  time  forest  inspector-general  of  British 
India,  also  cites  another  example  of  the  same  kind  from  the  Central 
Provinces  north  of  the  Nerbudda  River,  where  the  increase  of  mean 
AG  88 39 
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annual  rain-fall  has  shown  a  gradual  increase  of  6.2  inches  or  12^  per 
cent,  in  ten  years,  after  an  area  of  600,000  acres  of  woodland  had 
been  protected  against  fires  and  had  grown  up  densely.    He  says: 

The  relations  of  forests  and  rain-fall  in  India  are  manifold  and  mutual.  "WIicti 
thirty  years  ago  forest  management  was  83rBtematically  oiganized,  it  was  mainly 
with  the  object  of  seciuing  continuity  of  wood  and  other  forest  products,  and  in 
mountainous  districts  to  secure  the  loose  soil  from  washing  oflf ,  to  prevent  the  fiilinK 
of  the  rivers  with  SEtnd,  and  to  check  the  floods.  Later  on,  experience  taught  thai 
especially  in  regions  with  an  arid  climate,  and  even  moister  regions  during  unosu- 
aliv  dry  years,  the  grass  grew  more  luicuriantly  in  the  woods  and  gave  more  plenti- 
ful t>asturage  than  on  unwooded  lands. 

But  it  had  not  been  anticipated  that  forest  preservation  and  reforestation  would  in 
any  degree  affect  the  annviai  precipitation.  Yet  diuiuK  the  last  few  years  it  haa  be- 
come apparent  that  in  some  sections  an  increase  of  the  annual  rain-fall  has  gone 
hand  in  nand  with  forest  protection. 

In  that  part  of  the  Central  Provinces  which  lies  between  the  Nerbudda  River  and 
the  plains  of  Nagour  and  Raipur,  a  total  area  of  nearly  600,000  acres  of  forest  has 
been  protected  for  a  series  of  years  against  the  annual  fires  of  the  hot  season. 

The  records  of  seven  stations  for  eighteen  to  twenty  years  allow  the  following 
tabulation  of  mean  annual  precipitation: 


Stations. 


Dadnur 

Cbindw^ara  . 

Seonl 

Mandla 

Btirha 

Bilaspur 

Rolpur 


Anp^ml  mean. 


Prgslpttatlon    for 
diftorent  periods. 


Period. 


Precfpl- 
'tation. 


1887— 187B 
I«l5-I8f76 
1885-1875 
1887— 18fr5 
1887—1876 
1865—1875 
1886-1876 


89.88 
41.48 
68.07 
53.56 
64.61 
41.85 
61. 8Q 


40.97 


Precipi- 
tation 
for 
1876- 
1885. 


47.88 
48.48 
64.76 
56.  J» 
71.  G6 
54.81 
54.47 


85.47 


Dtfferw 
cnoc 


--Fob 
-- 1.74 

-f  7.14 

-f  14.96 
•4-S.83 


-f  6.«> 


Blanford,  who  has  recorded  these  observations  in  the  above  man- 
ner, adds  that  these  results,  of  themselves,  are  not  proof  absolute  for 
the  influence  of  forest  preservation,  since  possibly  the  earlier  obser- 
vations were  less  reliable  than  the  later,  but  that  these  observations 
may  be  considered  as  addenda  to  the  accumulating  signs  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  influence  on  rain-fall. 

But  even  this  method,  which  would  class  with  my  retail  methods, 
although  seemingly  simple,  before  it  can  be  admitted  as  conclusive, 
must,  as  the  writer  says,  be  guarded  by  those  special  precautions 
which  are  demanded  by  strict  scientific  inquiry.* 

♦  The  abore  figures  were  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  those  who  are  bound  to  prore 
by  statistics  the  forest  influence  on  rain-fall. 

Unfortunately,  as  this'rei)ort  goes  to  press,  their  value  is  entirely  vitiated*  by  the 
following  statements  made  in  the  Indian  fbrester^  Januanr,  1889,  which  again  ad- 
monishes us  to  be  careful  in  placing  too  much  weight  on  statistics: 

"Mr.  Blanford,  in  order  to  assure  himself  of  the  value  of  the  rain-fall  returns  he 
employed  in  the  discussion  of  the  Central  Provinces,  wrote  to  the  chief  commis- 
sioner on  the  subject,  to  which  the  reply  was  received  that  *  the  chief  commissioner 
fears  that  these  records  of  rain-fall  previous  to  1888  can  not  be  accepted  as  altogether 
reliable.'  The  commissioner  explains  the  reasons  why  the  records  appear  unreli- 
able, and  adds:  *  Hence  one  result  of  the  unsystematic  r^stration  of  the  rain-faU 
in  the  Central  Provinces  is  to  postpone  the  decision  of  the  influence  of  forests  on 
rain-fall  in  that  area  for  another  twenty  years.  It  is  only  one  of  the  many  cases  of 
the  worthlessness  of  unsystematic  observations.' " 

It  is  of  interest  also  to  note  the  following  from  the  same  source: 

In  the  following  extract  from  the  same  report  Mr.  Eliot  refers  to  the  observations 
recently  undertaken  in  the  forests  of  the  Sahanmi)oor  district.    For  the  reader  un- 
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Lastly,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  latest,  most  valuable  scien- 
tific work  wMch  has  been  done  to  decide  the  important  bnt  diffi- 
cult question  of  the  influence  of  forests  on  precipitation.  I  refer  to 
the  work  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Studni§ka,  professor  of  mathematics  at  tlio 
University  of  Prague,  published  under  the  title  *^  Basis  for  a  Hyetog- 
raphy  of  Bohemia,"  in  which  the  results  of  many  years  of  observa- 
tion at  seven  hundred  ombrometrio  stations  are  embodied,  critically 
sifted  and  scientifically  considered. 

The  author  employs  a  wholesale  method  which  is  quite  novel,  com- 
plying with  Woeikoff^s  idea  that  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  observed 
data  upon  a  common  basis  for  comparison. 

To  understand  the  significance  of  these  observations  an  inspection 
•  of  the  map  of  Bohemia  will  be  desirable,  which  shows  it  to  be  a 
basin  surrouflded  on  all  sides  by  high  mountains. 

The  work  of  ombrometrio  observations,  although  begun  in  Bohe- 
mia during  the  last  century,  was  newly  organized  in  1879  or  1880. 
when  a  systematic  net  of  ombrometrio  stations  was  instituted,  and 
in  1886  and  1886  it  was  extended  to  over  seven  hundred  stations,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  accurate  data  of  the  quantity  and  distribu- 
tion of  precipitation  over  the  kingdom.  Uniform  ombrometers  were 
used  and  very  carefully  placed.  As  at  present  organized,  there  is 
one  station  for  every  76  square  kilometers  (about  30  square  miles). 
No  other  country,  I  Delieve,  can  boast  such  a  service.  Although  the 
time  of  observation  at  most  stations  has  been  short,  and  the  averages 
would  have  been  more  accurately  represented  by  an  extension  of  ob- 
servations for  ten  to  twelve  years,  yet  the  last  four  years  of  observa- 
tion, for  which  all  stations  furnish  data,  according  to  the  author, 
rej>resent  two  extreme  and  two  average  years,  and  are  therefore 
quite  useful. 

The  very  large  mass  of  material  permitted  a  sifting  out  of  doubt- 
ful observations  without  impairing  the  number  of  available  ones  for 
the  construction  of  a  rain-map  of  Bohemia,  showing  by  isohyetal 
lines  seven  rain-belts  or  zones;  the  zones  are  arranged  so  that  the 
lowest  shows  less  than  500™™  rain-fall,  the  three  following  differ  by 
100"^°^  each,  the  fifth  and  sixth  by  200™*,  and  the  seventh  by  800™™; 
the  last  showing,  therefore,  a  ram-fall  of  1,200"°^  to  1,600™™. 

The  central  basin  divides  itself  into  two  halves  by  a  line  from 
north  to  south,  running  somewhat  e€ist  of  the  middle  Moldau,  cross- 
ing the  Elbe  near  the  mouth  of  the  Iser,  and  following  the  latter 
river;  the  western  half  showing  the  smaller  amount  of  precipita- 

acquainted  with  the  Western  Himalayas  it  is  necessary  to  explain  that  a  rao  is  a 
water-course  issuing  from  the  hills,  and  having,  genemlly,  a  broad,  shallow  bed, 
which  consists  maimy  of  bowlders  and  shingle,  and  is  therefore  quite  dry  or  almost 
dry,  except  after  a  continuous  heavy  shower.  Mr»  Eliot  has  not  mentioned  that  in 
each  rao  levels  are  accurately  taken  every  year  alons^  one  and  the  same  line,  in  order 
to  note  the  changes  that  may  occur  in  the  section  of  the  rao  in  consequence  of  the 
fire  conservancy  of  the  entire  basin  above. 

"A  different  method  has  been  introduced  in  the  Saharunpoor  forest  division. 
Twelve  representative  raost  between  the  (Ranges  and  Jumna  Rivers,  have  been  se- 
lecte<l  for  purposes  of  observation  by  the  inspector-general  of  forests  and  conserva- 
tor of  the  school  circle,  and  in  each  forest  cnowki  a  rain-^uge  is  suitablv  placed. 
Five  of  them  are  located  in  the  forest  of  Sakrauda,  which  is  neither  closed  to  graz- 
ing nor  protecte<l  from  fire.  The  rain-fall  measurements  will  be  made  by  the  forest 
guards,  and  the  returns  submitted  to  the  meteorological  department  for  critical  ex- 
amination. These  observations  will  probably  give  a  valuable  series  of  data  for  test- 
ing the  effect  of  different  forest  conditions  in  modifying  the  amount  of  rain-fall,  and 
hence  also  probably  throw  some  light  on  the  generalquestion  of  the  influence  of 
afforestation  on  rain-fall.** 
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tion,  namely,  500  to  600°'"';  the  eastern  with  600  to  700°^",  continuing 
in  a  small  belt  along  the  foot  of  the  Erzgebirge  and  the  Boehmer- 
wald  encircling  the  first  zone. 

The  other  isohyetal  lines  do  not  embrace  continuous  areas,  but  fol- 
low in  small  belts  the  trend  of  the  mountains.  The  largest  amounts 
of  precipitation  are  found  in  belts  or  islands  in  the  hiener  altitudes 
of  me  moimtains  wtich  surround  this  great  basin.  Tfne  continuity 
of  the  zones  is  much  interrupted,  so  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  de- 
scribe them  without  a  map. 

The  maximum  of  rain-fall  with  over  1,200™°*  is  observed  in  the 
south  near  the  sources  of  the  Moldau  and  Motawa,  in  the  north  near 
the  sources  of  the  Elbe,  Iser,  and  Aupa  on  the  range  of  the  Schnee- 
koppe.  In  regard  to  the  distribution  through  the  months,  the  expe- 
rience has  been  confirmed  that  with  increasing  absolute  height  the 
winter  precipitation  increases  in  greater  proportion  than  the  sum- 
mer precipitation,  while  those  or  spring  and  autumn  are  nearly 
equal. 

Sufficient  material  was  on  hand  from  which  to  calculate  the  influ- 
ence of  altitude  on  the  increase  of  precipitations,  although  for  alti- 
tudes above  500™  the  material  is  not  considered  sufficiently  reliable 
Yet  the  general  law  is  well  shown  that  with  the  altitude  the  quan 
titles  of  precipitation  increase  in  a  retarded  progression.  This  pro 
gression  is  calculated  by  forming  altitude  zones  from  100  to  100", 
grouping  the  stations  in  each,  calculating  the  mean  elevation  and 
also  the  mean  annual  precipitation  as  observed  for  each  class;  then 
by  dividing  the  difference  of  precipitation  in  the  neigjhboring  two 
zones  by  the  difference  of  altitude  the  amount  of  precipitation  which 
corresponds  to  each  1™  elevation  within  that  class  is  found.  With 
this  figure  the  average  amount  of  rain-fall  which  theoretically  be- 
longs to  each  station  according  to  its  absolute  elevation  can  be  ap- 
proximated by  adding  to  or  subtracting  from  the  mean  precipita- 
tions of  the  class  as  many  times  this  amount  as  the  actual  altitude 
differs  from  the  mean. 

An  example  will  make  this  clear: 

Tetschen,  for  instance,  is  situated  150™  above  sea-level.  According 
to  the  table  the  average  elevation  of  thirteen  stations  of  the  lowest 
zone,  to  which  Tetschen  belongs,  is  182™,  with  an  average  precipita- 
tion of  506™™.  Now  Tetschen  has  an  elevation  32™  lower  than  the 
average;  its  normal  rain-fall  should  therefore  be  32x0.79=25.4™" 
less  than  the  mean  of  the  class;  hence,  theoretically,  according  to 
its  altitude,  the  quantity  of  rain-fall  for  Tetschen  should  be  506  — 
25.4=480™™;  that  is,  248™™  less  than  that  actually  found  in  an  8  years' 
average. 

By  usin§  the  figures  for  the  two  extreme  zones  and  dividing  by  100. 
the  mean  increase  of  precipitation  for  every  100™  elevation  is  jfouna 
to  be  69""*. 

And  now;  comes  the  application  of  this  method  to  our  proposition. 
The  author  argues  that  if  the  actually  observed  rain-fall  diners  con- 
siderably from  the  theoretically  determined,  this  is  an  indication 
that  special  agencies  are  at  work. 

He  finds  now  that  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  stations  which 
he  subjects  to  scrutiny  (these  offering  the  longest  and  most  trust- 
worthy observation),  forty-eight  show  a  considerable  difference  be- 
tween the  observed  and  the  theoretically  expected  rain-fall,  and  he 
finds  also  that  these  stations  are  situated  in  the  most^densely  wooded 
portions  of  the  kingdom.  "^ 
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The  increased  rain-fall  on  the  forty-eight  stations  is  so  considerable 
that  a  sufficient  quantity  may  without  losing  significance  be  ascribed 
to  other  local  causes,  as  for  instance,  height  and  form  of  a  mountain 
range  in  front  or  back,  etc.  Besides,  the  greater  amoimts  of  rain-fall 
at  these  stations  have  been  used  in  calculating  the  averages  for  the 
altitude  zones,  magnifying  therefore  these  averages  so  that  the  actual 
difference  between  the  calculated  quantity  and  the  actually  observed 
one  appears  really  smaller  than  if  the  quantities  from  deforested  and 
forest  areas  are  compared. 

Expressed  in  percentages  of  the  height  of  precipitation,  an  in- 
creased rain-fall  is  shown  for  several  localities  m  very  lar^e  quanti- 
ties, which  will  allow  considerable  reductions  for  other  influences 
without  losing  their  significance  for  the  main  proposition. 

Especially  important  appears  the  fact  relating  to  two  stations  ilear 
the  rain  minimum,  which  also  shows  this  influence  of  the  forest. 

Lastly,  as  a  matter  of  interest  I  may  state  that  the  water  balance 
is  drawn  for  the  whole  kingdom,  which  is  of  special  value  because 
the  political  boundaries  coincide  with  those  of  the  Upper  Elbe  water- 
shed; therefore  it  is  easy  to  determine  how  much  of  tne  yearly  rain- 
fall is  removed  by  the  natural  water-courses.  According  to  the 
calculations  made  for  the  various  zones  by  addition,  the  total  pre- 
cipitation upon  the  area  of  51,955.98  square  kilometers  (about 
20,000,000  square  miles)  of  the  kingdom  is  found  to  be  35,398,670 
cubic  met^rs,  of  which  the  Elbe  carries  about  one-fourth  or  10  cubic 
kilometers  to  the  sea.  This  figure  represents  a  mean  rain-fall  for  the 
whole  coimtry  of  681""  while  the  mean  of  observation  is  693"". 

Prom  the  recital  of  these  methods,  their  results  and  the  difficul- 
ties attending  their  application,  it  would  appear  that  no  one  of  the 
methods  employed  will  alone  be  sufficient  to  investigate  such  a  com- 
plicated relation  in  its  generality  as  that  which  they  try  to  establish 
or  refute.  All  of  them,  modifiea  and  provided  with  such  safeguards 
as  will  exclude  the  many  disturbing  influences,  will  have  to  work 
together  towards  a  solution  of  the  question,  which  is  by  no  means 
settled  as  yet. 

It  has  been  safely  established  by  experiment  that  all  soil  covers, 
whether  they  consist  of  grass,  agricultural  crops,  shrubs,  or  trees, 
derive  very  considerable  quantities  of  water  from  the  soil  which  they 
transfer  to  the  atmosphere.  The  influence  of  a  forest  may  therefore 
not  be  greater  than  that  of  any  other  vegetable  cover — as  long  as  the 
soil  remains  so  covered — in  increasing  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere, 
especially  since  the  amoimts  of  evaporated  water  from  various  forms 
of  vegetation  do  not  differ  appreciably  enough  in  quantity.  An  in- 
fluence on  the  amount  of  rain-fall,  which  is  very  different  ^rom  an 
influence  on  the  distribution  of  rain-fall,  may  possibly  be  observed 
where  deforestation  takes  place  over  wide  areas  and  where  the  soil 
is  not  again  clothed  with  vegetation,  as  has  undoubtedly  been  the 
case  in  the  arid  regions  and  as  may  happen  on  mountain  sides,  where 
the  earth  is  carried  off  by  the  waters  after  deforestation. 

In  regard  to  the  influence  upon  amounts  of  precipitation,  the  ques- 
tion can  probably  be  only  between  bare  soil  and  soil  covered  with 
vegetation,  but  not  between  forests  and  other  forms  of  vegetation. 

fought  to  make  mention  here  of  a  most  interesting  account  of  the 
influence  of  deforestation  in  Australia,  which  has  perhaps  some  bear- 
ing on  our  own  conditions  in  the  western  treeless  regions,  and  which 
tends  to  show  that  a  forest  may,  under  given  conditions,  exert  very 
undesirable  influences.    It  is  published  by  B.  von  Lendenf crld.    The 
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writer  premises  "that  the  influence  of  forests  in  Australia  differs 
from  that  in  Europe."  The  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  is  divided 
upon  this  point;  the  most  general  opinion  is  that  with  deforestation 
the  climate  becomes  drier,  while  the  squatters  and  sheep  owners  deny- 
any  influence. 

Australia  is  Tery  dry,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  northern  part,  which  is  sub- 
lect  to  tropical  rains,  and  the  eastern  and  southeastern  mountainous  shore,  the  rain- 
fall is  exceedingly  small.  Even  near  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
the  average  annual  precipitation  is  only  8  inches. 

All  plants  possess  special  apparatus  for  increasing  the  water  supply  from  below, 
deep-root  systems,  and  for  diminishing  transpiration. 

Almost  all  trees  and  shrubs  of  the  interior  of  Australia  produce  large  amounts  of 
etheric  oil.  This  cools  the  leaves  by  its  evai>oration,  and  spreads  itself  in  gaseous 
form  over  the  forest.  The  air  thus  filled  with  ether  is  less  pervious  to  heat  rays 
than  the  pure  atmosphere,  and  thus  the  tree  jtrotecta  itself  against  heat  and  rapid 
transpiration.  The  eucalvptus  trees  turn  their  leaves  obliquely  to  the  sun,  in  order 
to  reauce  the  amount  of  insolation. 

Besides  these  protected  plants,  there  are  many  herbs  and  grajsses  which  lack  any 
protection,  but,  DeluK  proliilc  seeders,  after  every  rain  their  seed  lying  in  the  sou 
germinates  and  quickly  covers  the  bare  groimd  with  a  fresh  green,  but  as  soon  as 
the  water  of  the  superficial  strata  is  consumed  they  die. 

The  trees,  sending  their  roots  into  the  depths,  consiune  all  the  water  of  the  lower 
strata,  so  that  no  grass  is  seen  in  the  forest;  the  soil  is  smooth  and  hard  like  a 
stone. 

When  it  rains  in  such  forests  the  greater  amount  of  the  water  flews  oS  over 
the  hard,  smooth  soil  without  being  abte  to  penetrate  the  closely-packed,  impervious 
soil. 

Therefore  here  the  forest  does  not  prevent  the  rapid  flow  of  the  water,  and  does 
.  not  increase  the  htmaidity  of  soil  air. 

After  deforestation  the  grasses  spring  up,  utilizing  the  groimd  water,  which  now, 
by  capillary  attraction,  can  reach  them  from  below.  This  vegetaticm  makes  the  soil 
porous,  and  the  flow  of  water  after  rain  is  impeded;  and  since  thus  the  water  is  re- 
tained and  evaporated  gradually,  the  himiidity  of  the  atmosphere  is  increased. 

We  therefore  conclu(&  that  in  warm  and  dry  regions,  like  the  interior  of  Australia, 
deforestation  brings  increase  and  not  decrease  of  humidity  and  precipitation. 

One  of  the  most  important  influences  claimed  for  the  forest  cover 
is  that  upon  the  water  conditions  and  drainage  of  the  soil.  In  this 
respect  tne  year  has  brought  very  valuable  results  of  experiments 
by  Dr.  E.  WoUny  and  E.  Ebermayer,  who  independently  determined 
the  influence  of  vegetable  covers  of  the  soil  upon  temperature  and 
water  conditions,  and  have  with  these  settled  pretty  thoroughly  the 
question  of  these  influences.  I  regret  that  lack  of  space  forbids  a 
recital  of  these  experiments  and  results. 

TBOHNOLOGIOAIi  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  two  main  lines  of  independent  investigation  in  which  the  Di- 
vision has  been  engaged  during  the  year  have  been  a  continuation 
in  the  studies  of  the  life  history  of  our  important  conifers,  so  that 
now  monographs  on  the  more  important  Eastern  conifers  are  ready 
awaiting  publication,  and  secondly  an  investigation  into  their  tech- 
nological characters  and  qualities  and  the  conditions  under  which 
these  qualities  are  attained;  somewhat  on  the  same  plan  which  was 

Eursued  by  the  eminent  German  forest  botanists.  Dr.  R.  Hartig  and 
ir.  O.  Noerdlinger  in  regard  to  the  German  timber  trees. 
This  investigation  had  been  planned  late  in  the  year  1887*  Through 
the  courtesy  of  Prof.  V.  M.  Spalding  several  students  at  the  botani- 
cal laboratory  of  Michigan  University  were  engaged  in  preliminary 
work,  studying  microscopically  the  structure  or  various  pines  under 
the  drreotion  of  Prof  essor  Spalding^    In  the  course  of  the  work,  how- 
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ever,  it  was  found  that  the  dimensions  of  the  undertaking  were  such 
as  to  reouire  the  close  and  constant  attention  of  one  man  exclusively, 
such  as  rrof essor  Sj)alding  felt  unable  to  give. 

In  consequence,  early  in  the  year  1888,  Mr.  Filbert  Roth,  curator 
of  the  museum  ot  the  Michigan  University,  was  engaged  to  conduct 
these  investigations  in  timber  physics. 

As  I  have  explained  in  my  report  for  1887, while  forest  biology  con- 
templates the  lorest  and  its  components  in  their  living  conditions,  I 
have  grouped  under  the  name  of  "  timber  physics"  the  results  of  all 
investigations  into  the  character  of  the  dead  material.  It  is  the  analy- 
sis of  our  crop  which  will  lead  us  to  understand  better  the  conditions 
under  which  we  may  grow  it,  and  therefore  these  investigations  are 
of  as  much  practical  value  to  the  forest  planter  as  those  into  the  life 
history  of  our  trees. 

It  would  be  considered  folly  for  an  agriculturist  to  grow  a  crop, 
which  though  capable  of  existing  in  the  cumate  in  which  he  operates, 
does  not  produce  the  fruit  for  which  the  crop  is^  grown  or  the  quali- 
ties for  which  it  is  prized.  Still  more  so  is  it  necessary  for  the  for- 
ester to  know  what  are  the  qualities  for  which  a  special  timber  is 
prized  and  under  what  conditions  it  can  be  expected  to  produce  those 

Jualities.  To  determine  these  questions  is  the  object  of  these  inves- 
igations. 

I  have  divided  the  investigations  in  timber  physics  into  the  follow- 
ing separate  branches: 

The  anatomy  of  woods  considers  the  interior  structure  of  the  wood 
material,  the  arrangement  of  the  various  cell  elements,  fibers,  canals, 
etc.,  which  make  up  the  body  of  the  timber. 

The  structure  of  the  timber  stands  in  relation  to  its  quality  as 
cause  and  effect,  or  premise  and  sequence.  Although  there  cati  be 
no  doubt  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  this  relation,  there  is  but  little 
known  of  the  degrees  of  qualities  as  dependent  upon  the  modifications 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  cell  elements  in  the  wood  structure;  the 
differences  of  quality  of  the  different  timbers  are  not,  either,  known 
positively;  what  we  claim  to  know  in  this  respect  is  assertion,  rather, 
and  supposition,  not  resting  on  exact  experiments  and  scientific  in- 
vestigation. 

Under  this  head  it  is  necessary  to  study  under  the  microscope  not 
only  the  elements  that  form  the  wood,  and  the  relative  amounts  of 
eacn  of  them  in  given  areas,  and  their  position,  but  also  the  gross 
anatomy  as  represented  in  the  gjrowth  of  the  annual  ring,  the  size,  and 
rapidity  of  development,  and  its  appearance  upon  tne  transverse 
section  and  through  the  length  of  the  tree. 

The  chemical  physiology  oi  woods  will  teach  us  the  dependence  of 
our  forest  trees  upon  the  mineral  constituents  of  our  soils;  also  the 
derivatives  which  we  may  extract  from  them,  the  amount  of  char- 
coal which  ought  to  be  obtainable,  and  its  quality,  etc.,  and  many 
other  matters  of  practical  impoi'tance  rely  on  this  knowledge. 
This  part  of  the  investigations  is  for  the  present  neglected,  as  also 
investigations  into  the  diseases  and  faults  of  timber.  Only  as  far  as 
the  knowledge  of  the  components  of  the  wood,  especially  its  water 
contents,  affects  the  technical  qualities  and  uses  of  timber  our  investi- 
gation will  touch  this  chapter  of  timber  physics. 

The  most  attention  is  given  to  the  determination  of  the  physical 
properties  of  the  woods,  and  hand  in  hand  with  this  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  influences  which  determine  such  properties. 

It  is  apparent  that,  in  order  to  carry  out  such  investigations,  the 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


620  BEPOBT   OF  THE  OOMUPSSIONXB   OF  AGBIOUI/nTBE. 

selection  of  test  pieces  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  must  be 
done  with,  extraordinary  care.  To  obtain  such  samples  has  been 
found  quite  difficult  so  far,  partly  for  lack  of  proper  persons  to  pre- 
pare them,  partly  for  lack  of  funds  to  pay  for  the  service  properly. 

Dr.  Charles  Mohr,  the  well-known  botanist  of  Mobile,  kindly  sup- 
plied samples  from  the  Southern  pineries,  and  Mr.  N.  fe.  Pierce,  of 
Ludington,  Mich.,  a  gentleman  well  versed  in  wood-craft,  from  the 
Northern  pines. 

The  following  instructions  for  taking  test  pieces  accompanied  the 
schedules  for  noting  the  data  in  reference  to  each  test  tree: 

Instructions  for  taking  samples  of  tooodfor  technical  investigations,  and  for  notes 

eonceming  them, 

(1)  METHOD  OF  TAKING  SAMPLES. 

(a)  Choose  average  representative  trees;  do  not  look  for  the  largest  or  best  mor 
the  smallest  or  worst.    Old  trees  are  preferable. 

When  the  tree  is  selected,  mark  with  the  ax  the  north  and  south  sides.  Before 
cutting  off  the  bottom  log,  mark  the  north  and  south  sides  on  the  second  cut,  and 
so  forth. 

(b)  At  or  near  the  butt-end  of  each  log  cut  off  a  clear  section  4  inches  thick  (rather 
less  than  more).  Before  cutting  off  the  section  indicate  on  bottom  of  section,  with 
a  thick  pencil  line,  the  north  and  south  direction,  writing  the  letter  N  on  the  north 
side  and  the  letter  S  on  the  south  side,  both  large  and  distinct. 

Note  on  each  section,  as  cut  off,  the  nuTriber  o/ tree  corresponding  to  schedule  with 
Roman  numbers,  and  the  number  of  section,  beginning  with  nmnber  1  at  the  base, 
with  Arabic  numbers.  If  the  writing  prove  unsatismctory,  tack  on  a  card  with 
numbers  in  addition.    This  is  to  aid,  not  to  replace,  the  marks  on  the  wood. 

If  the  section  is  heavier  than  4  pounds  (weight  allowed  in  the  mails),  split  some 
wood  on  each  side  of  the  N  and  S  line,  leaving  a  strip  of  at  least  4  inches  m  width. 
If  this  is  still  too  heavy,  cut  the  piece  in  two  through  the  center.  If  these  pieces 
are  still  too  heavy,  cut  them  again  in  two  halves  between  center  and  periphery. 
Split  only  if  necessary,  and  never  fail  to  write  numbers  and  respective  letter  on 
every  piece  before  splitting  it  off. 

Weigh  each  piece  and  record  weight  in  note-book.  Measiure  carefully  the  distance 
from  the  ground  to  the  first,  second,  etc.,  disk,  and  note  them  down  at  once. 

(c)  Wrap  each  piece  separately  in  two  separate  wrappers  of  thin  paper  and  one  of 
thick  oil  paper.  Let  the  paper  be  amply  large,  and  well  tied  on  with  strong  twine, 
so  that  no  part  can  become  m  the  least  exposed. 

(d)  From  one  of  the  large  limbs  cut  off  disks  like  those  of  the  trunk,  one  about  3 
feet  from  stem  and  two  more  about  5  and  10  feet  respectively  from  the  first.  Mark 
them  with  Roman  number  of  tree,  and  Arabic  numbers  beginning  with  1  for  the 
piece  nearest  the  stem.  Besides  the  numbers,  draw  a  line  on  the  disk  from  the  upper 
side  of  the  hmb  to  the  lower  side,  and  indicate  the  top  side  with  a  lai^ge  T,  the  liot- 
tom  with  B;  also  note  its  position  on  trees  as  to  exposure. 

(e)  From  the  base  of  the  second  log,  or  near  it,  cut  off  a  6-foot  piece;  let  it  be  as 
free  from  knots  as  possible,  and  mark  it  in  the  same  way  as  tne  sections.  Cut 
another  6-foot  piece  from  the  base  of  one  of  the  top  logs;  this  piece  also  as  clear 
as  possible  and  at  least  6  inches  through.  These  pieces,  while  fresh,  place  in  water 
and  let  them  remain  one  week,  then  paint  them  at  once  at  both  ends,  and  stack 
them  until  called  for. 

(2)  HOW  TO  DESCRIBE. 

For  each  tree  use  separate  sheet. 

Write  your  name  and  full  post-office  address  on  back  of  each  sheet. 

Under  locality  note  the  place  where  the  tree  came  from. 

Under  description  give  a  general  description  of  the  locality;  answers  to  questions 
like  the  followmg:  Is  the  country  level?  If  so,  is  it  a  low  plain?  High  table  landf 
Is  it  hilly,  mountainous?  In  what  direction  do  the  mountams  run?  Is  the  country 
mostly  wooded  or  cultivated  land?  Are  the  woods  in  large  bodies?  Are  they  de- 
ciduous or  evergreen  trees  or  are  they  mixed  ?  Are  the  woods  cleaned  out  (free  from 
dead  wood  or  imder-brush)  ?    Are  any  trees  planted  ?   If  so,  what  kinds  ? 
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Under  site  is  described  the  special  situation  of  the  tree.  This  comprises  geo- 
logical formation. 

Lay  of  land, — State  here  whether  the  place  where  the  tree  stood  is  level,  in  aval- 
ley  or  on  a  slope  (steep  or  gentle);  mention  angle  of  inclination  if  yon  can.  State 
which  way  it  slopes— to  the  north,  south,  etc.  Is  the  place  near  the  foot  or  near  the 
top  of  the  slope  r 

SoU. — State  what  color  of  soil,  whether  rich,  middling,  or  poor.  Is  it  clay,  sandj 
loam,  sand  gravel,  coarse  or  fine,  and  what  kind  of  subsoil  is  there.  How  deep  is 
the  soil  to  the  subsoil? 

Moisture. — State  if  the  place  is  swampy,  wet,  moist,  dry;  if  near  any  water-course, 
a  creek,  or  spring,  and  if  ever  overflowed. 

•  Surface  couer.---State  if  there  is  any  grass  or  weeds  on  the  ground.  Is  it  mossy 
or  bare  ?  Is  there  anj  leaf -mold;  if  so,  how  deep  ?  Is  there  any  shrubbery  ?  If  so, 
name  the  principal  kmds  if  you  can. 

Position  and  character  of  ^ree.— State  whether  the  tree  stood  in  a  forest,  in  an 
open  field,  at  the  roadside.  Ilas  the  ground  been  cultivated  ?  If  so,  has  the  timber 
been  planted;  how  long  ago;  how  was  it  planted?  Is  the  piece  of  woods  large, 
dense,  and  what  are  the  pnncipal  kinds  of  trees? 

Here  answer  also  the  following:  Is  the  tree  large,  average,  or  small  compared  with 
others  of  the  same  species  ?  Was  the  crown  large  or  small  ?  Did  it  stand  alone,  in 
a  cluster  of  the  same  kind  of  trees?  How  near  to  any  tree?  Was  it  higher  than 
surrounding  trees?    Was  it  planted?    If  so,  how?    How  was  it  cut? 

In  description,  under  Position  of  test  pieces  give  distance  of  the  base  of  each 
from  the  CTOund. 

Under  Position  of  limb  state  height  from  the  ground  on  tree,  and  north  or  east, 
etc.,  side. 

Remarks. — Here  state  anything  which  has  not  been  stated  and  which  may  add  to 
a  full  understanding  of  the  conditions. 

Tell  of  difficulties  in  finding,  in  cutting,  in  shipping  or  moving  the  wood;  whether 
many  trees  are  diseased,  or  otherwise  bad,  and  prevented  your  finding  a  suitable 
one. 

Tell  any  peculiarities  of  the  forest,  as  whether  it  is  used  as  pasture;  whether  the 
dead  wood  is  cleaned  out;  whether  there  is  any  systematic  management  of  the 
forest,  etc. 

The  timbers  thus  far  brought  under  investigation  by  Mr.  Roth 
have  been,  of  Northern  pines,  Pinus  Strobus,  and  partially,  at  least, 
Pinus  resinosa;  of  Southern  pines,  Pinus  Cvbensis,  Tnttis,  Tceda, 
glabra,  and  also  Taxodium  distichum.  The  test  pieces  of  Pintis 
VoUustris  were  unfortunately  received  before  proper  arrangements 
nad  been  made  to  use  them.  Some  interesting  and  some  striking 
results,  needing,  however,  further  verification  before  generalization 
may  be  admissible  and  their  value  for  the  practice  be  recogDized, 
have  been  already  recorded,  of  which  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a 
short  rfeum^.* 

It  will  be  understood  that  the  results  and  conclusions  here  pre- 
sented from  the  work  of  Mr.  Roth  are  of  a  preliminary  nature, 
serving  only  to  show  the  nature  and  progress  of  these  investigations 
so  far. 

(a)  Density  or  specific  gravity;  that  is,  quantity  of  ligneous  substance  in  a  given 
volume  (usually  the  proportion  contained  m  100  cubic  centimeters  is  stated). 

The  density  m  the  wood  of  Pinus  Strobus  showed  a  rapid  decrease  from  the  base 
(41.4  grams)  to  a  distance  of  about  19  feet  from  the  ground  (36  grams);  from  there 
to  about  100  feet  from  the  ground  the  decrease  in  density  is  more  graaual. 

The  wood  on  the  north  side  was  invariably  denser  tlian  that  on  the  south  side. 
In  the  case  of  P.  resinosa  the  values  were  70  near  the  base,  decreasing  to  60  and 
then  increasing  again  to  72.  In  Pinus  mitis  and  Tceda  the  same  rapid  decrease  in 
density  is  observed  near  the  base,  in  general,  yet  in  more  irregular  stages  than  is 
exhibited  by  Pinus  Strobus,    The  same  irregularity  is  observed  in  these  two  southern 

*As  it  is  easier  to  make  computations  by  the  use  of  the  metric  system  of  measure- 
ment, this  system  has  been  employed  in  tiiese  investigations,  and  since  no  absolute 
but  only  relative  values  have  so  flir  been  established,  a  translation  of  the  results  into 
Elnglish  measure  seemed  to  be  uncalled  for. 
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pines  with  regard  to  the  relation  of  north  and  south  side,  sometlmeB  the  one  and 
sometimes  the  other  being  the  denser. 

In  Pinus  Cubensis  and  glabra  the  decrease  of  density  near  the  base  is  not  nearly 
BO  rapid  as  in  the  other  pines  named,  and  while  the  mmor  irregularities  in  density 
observed  in  Pinus  Tceda  and  mitia  are  found  throughout  the  length  of  the  tree  the 
fluctuations  are  not  nearly  as  great. 

In  Taxodium  the  relations  ci  the  different  sections  of  the  tree  with  regard  to  den- 
sity differ  very  much  from  those  observed  in  the  pines.  The  density  near  the  base 
showing  38  grams,  it  rises  to  45  grams  at  about  one-third  of  its  hei^t,  then  de- 
creases again  towards  the  top,  where  it  was  found  to  be  87  grams. 

The  density  of  the  dry  wood  ranged  as  follows : 

Pinus  Strobus 41-83 

Pinus  resinosa 73-60 

Pinus  mitis 76-45 

Pfaius  TsBda 61-40 

Pinus  Cubensis 59-40 

Pinus  glabra 54-40 

Taxodium  distichum 45-80 

Shrinkage^  that  is  the  amount  of  voliune  lost  by  drying  fresh  wood  at  100*  C. 
The  shrinkage  is  very  nearly  proportional  to  the  amount  of  organic  substance  or 
the  density  of  dry  wood,  since  it  is  due,  as  was  found,  to  a  loss  of  water  not  from 
the  cell-lumen  but  from  the  cell-wall. 

Pinvs  Strobus  excelled  in  the  regularity  with  which  the  capacity  for  shrinka^ 
varies  through  the  length  of  the  tree.  !Beginning  with  6  per  cent,  at  the  base,  it 
rises  to  a  maximiun  of  9  per  cent,  and  then  gradimlly  falls  again  to  6  per  cent  In 
Pinus  resinosa  the  shrinkage  proved  very  considerable,  amoimting  to  irom  35  to  27 
per  cent,  in  the  sap-wood  and  16  to  19  per  cent,  in  the  heart-wood. 

In  the  southern  pines  no  such  regularity  as  in  the  northern  is  observed,  the  values, 
if  expressed  graphically  on  the  sides  of  a  straight  middle  line,  representing  osciUe^ 
insplmes. 

In  Taxodium  the  curve  of  shrinkage  is  somewhat  parallel  to  that  of  its  densify. 
It  begins  witli  9  per  cent., rising  to  13  per  cent,  at  about  one-half  of  its  height, and 
decreases  again  to  8  per  cent,  near  the  top. 
The  range  of  shrinkage  percentages  was  as  follows: 

Paroant. 

Pinus  Strobus ^-6 

Pinus  resinosa 37-16 

Pinus  mitts 20-13 

Pinus  Taeda 10-6 

Pinus  Cubensis 18-10 

Pinus  glabra 18-6 

Taxodium  distichum 18-8 

The  amount  of  water  in  the  fresh  wood  of  Pinus  Strobus  at  the  base  was  about  46 
per  cent.,  becoming  smaller  as  we  ascend  the  tree,  until  at  about  one-third  of  its 
height  it  has  decreased  to  40  per  cent. ;  then  it  increases  again  to  48  per  cent,  at  the 
top.  It  was  also  found  that  the  same  relation  between  north  and  south  side  of  the 
tree  exists  as  observed  in  regard  to  otherproperties;  the  north  side  showed  a  greater 
amount  of  water  than  the  south  side.  Pinus  resinosa  ranged  from  19  per  cent,  at 
the  base  to  39  per  cent,  in  the  last  section. 

In  the  southern  ^ines  the  curve  showing  variations  in  the  amounts  of  water  con- 
tained in  the  wood  begins  with  a  minimum  value  near  the  base,  increasing  more  or 
less  gradually  and  reaching  a  maximum  value  near  the  top. 

In  PinvA  mitis  and  Toeda  there  is  again  no  constancy  in  the  relations  of  north 
and  south  side,  sometimes  the  one  sometimes  the  other  having  the  greater  value. 

In  Taxodium  the  amount  of  water  varies  similarly  to  the  density.  Beginning  with 
58  per  cent,  at  the  base,  it  rises  to  57  per  cent,  at  mid-height,  and  falls  again  to  53 
per  cent,  at  the  top. 

Tlie  range  of  values  was  as  follows: 

Percent. 

Pinus  Strobus 46-40 

Pinus  resinosa 89-19 

Taxodium  distichum 57-58 

In  regard  to  the  amount  of  organic  matter  or  dry  substance  contained  in  100 
cubic  centimeters  of  fresh  wood,  the  following  results  were  obtained:  Pinus  Strobus 
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showed  the  largest  amount  (88  grams)  at  the  base,  falling  very  rapidly,  bo  that  the 
second  section  showed  only  82  nrams,  then  falling  more  slowly  until  a  mipin^piT^ 
value  was  reached  near  the  top  (80  grains).  The  north  side  excelled  in  the  relative 
abundance  of  organic  matter. 

Pinus  resinosa  showed  values  of  48  grams  at  the  base,  decreasing  to  33  grams  in 
the  third  section. 

In  the  southern  pines  the  values  were  considerably  larger,  ranging  in — 

Pinus  mitis,  between  64  and  45  grams. 
Pinus  Taftda,  between  54  and  40  grams. 
Pinus  Cubensis,  between  52  and  41  grams. 
Pinus  glabra,  between  48  and  88  grams. 

The  same  irreffularity  and  inconstancy  in  conditions  of  the  north  and  south  sides 
as  were  obeervea  with  regard  to  other  properties  prevailed  also  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  organic  substance. 

The  rapid  decrease  in  values  near  the  base,  so  conspicuous  in  Pinus  Strobus,  is  also 
noticed  in  PinuaToeda  and  mitiSt  but  is  hardly  perceptible  in  the  case  otPinua  Cubeti- 
aii  and  glabra, 

Taaoaium  showed  a  curve  similar  to  that  which  represents  the  densities,  com- 
mencing with  84  grams  near  the  base,  increasing  to  40  grams  at  three-^hths 
of  its  height,  then  deolininf^  to  84  grams  near  the  apex. 

The  air-space  contained  m  100  cubic  centimeters  of  fresh  wood  after  the  water 
was  expelled  was  also  determined. 

In  Pinus  Strobus  this  was  found  41  cubic  centimeters  at  the  base,  increasing  to  59 
cubic  centimeters  at  88  feet  from  the  groimd,  then  decreasinjg  to  49  cubic  centimeters 
at  the  top.    The  values  for  the  south  side  exceeded  those  of  the  north  side. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  great  regularity  seen  in  the  relations  of  the  several  pcuis  to 
each  other,  one  is  led  to  suppose  that,  for  the  wood  of  the  same  tree  at  least,  the 
shrinkage  stands  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount  of  air-space.  But  that  each 
relation  does  not  hold  in  passing  from  one  species  to  another,  can  be  readily  seen  by 
comparing  the  results.  For  Pinus  Tceda  and  mitis,  results  similar  to  those  of  Pinua 
Strobus  were  obtained.  There  is  first  a  rise  from  48 .  cubic  centimeters  to  58  cubic 
centimeters,  and  then  a  gradual  decline  to  41  cubic  centimeters  in  Pinus  Tosda,  In 
Pintis  mitts  a  rise  from  20  cubic  centimeters  to  40  cubic  centimeters,  followed  by  a 
decline  to  30  cubic  centimeters.  For  Pinus  glabra  and  Cfuhensis  the  values  are  con- 
siderably oscillating,  lying  between  80  and  85  cubic  centimeters  on  the  north,  and 
between  35  and  40  cubic  centimeters  on  the  south  side  for  Pinus  glabra,  and  be- 
tween 80  and  40  cubic  centimeters  for  oubensis. 

The  range  of  values  of  air-space  was  as  follows : 

Pinus  Strobus 41-59 

Pinus  resinoea 80-86 

Pinus  mitis 26-40 

Pinus  Tseda 41-58 

Pinus  glabra 80-40 

PinusCubensis 8(M0 

Many  other  determinations  of  this  nature  were  made,  all  of  which  when  properly 
amplified,  classified,  and  placed  in  relation  will  give  us  a  large  amount  of  mforma- 
tion  for  practical  use,  hitherto  a  sealed  book. 

There  were  also  made  measurements  of  the  changing  width  of  the  several  test- 
pieces  during  seasoning,  and  of  the  annual  rings. 

The  general  form  of  the  trunk  in  all  pines  being  the  same,  it  is  chiefly  a  compar- 
ison of  their  development  on  north  and  south  side  that  interests  us. 

In  Pinus  Strobus  the  north  side  constantly  excels  the  south  side  in  thickness  ^vith 
great  uniformity. 

In  the  southern  pines,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Roth  claims  to  have  discovered  a 
constant  change  in  the  amount  of  diameter  development  from  north  to  south.  It 
was  impossible  to  determine,  with  the  test  pieces  on  hand,  whether  this  oscilla- 
tion in  tne  development  curve  is  a  spiral  one  around  the  tree  or  in  one  plane.  Tlie 
near-lying  supposition  that  a  direct  proportionality  would  exist  between  density 
and  amount  of  growth  or  width  was  not  borne  out  by  comparison  of  the  results 
obtained. 

In  counting  and  measuring  the  annual  rings,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  time  and 
increase  of  volume  into  relation,  usually  three  zones  could  be  distinguished,  which 
were  most  marked  in  Pinv^  Tceda  and  mitis,  less  so  in  Pinus  Cubensis  and  glabra, 
and  least  in  Pinus  Strobus. 
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Taking  the  third  section  from  the  base  as  representing  probably  average  condi- 
tions, the  relation  of  these  zones  was  found  as  follows: 


FIntsone  (inner). 

Second  zone  (middle). 

Third  lone  (outei% 

Number 
of  rings. 

Ayerage 

WidtiL 

Number 
of  rings. 

^^^Stt 

Number 
of  rings. 

Average 
widtl. 

P.Strobus :.. 

P.Taeda 

p.mitto 

9 
10 
11 

1« 
9 

mm. 
2.6 
6.8 
5.2 

8 

6.6 

■ 

95 
15 
86 

"^:8 

4 
8.4 

85 
18 
16 

mm. 
2 
2 
2.1 

P  C^ibAngtff 

82  rings  8—. 
20            AtT               19             *a  1 

P.  glabra 

In  Pinus  Strobua  the  second  zone  is  not  very  sharplv  defined  from  the  first;  the 
rings  in  the  middle  zone  are  guite  regular  in  width,  tne  outer  ones  only  becoming 
narrower  and  forming  a  transition  into  the  outer  zone,  which  consists  Of  light-col- 
ored sap-wood. 

This  r^ularity  in  the  middle  zone  indicates  steadily  increased  growth,  the  width 
of  the  rings  remaining  constant  for  about  one  hundred  and  thii^  to  one  hundred 
and  forty  years. 

In  P.  Tceda  this  acceleration  of  the  rate  of  growth  is  observed  up  to  the  thirty- 
first  (?)  year.  The  outer  zone  differs  only  by  the  width  of  its  rings  from  the  middle 
zone,  but  the  transition  is  very  abrupt,  while  the  width  of  ring  in  either  zone  is 
quite  constant.  The  inner  zone  is  marked  sharply  by  its  darker  colored  wood.  The 
same  distinction  is  visible  in  P.  mitia.  In  this  tree  a  steadily  increased  accretion  is 
noted  for  forty-five  years. 

In  P.  Cubenais  the  aceeleration  is  continuous  through  the  whole  life  of  the  tree 
under  consideration. 

In  P.  glabra  the  inner  zone  differs  but  slightly  from  the  middle  zone.  Here,  as 
in  P.  Toeda  and  mitiSj  there  is  an  abrupt  change  in  the  rate  of  growth  observable, 
which  may  be  represented  by  an  aacendine  curve,  suddenly  falling,  and  then  as 
cending  a^ain  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  first  incline. 

Examinmg  the  width  of  rings  in  the  different  zones  at  different  heights,  we  find, 
in  general,  the  rings  of  the  middle  and  outer  zones  steadilv  increasing  in  width 
from  the  base  upward,  becoming  more  and  more  nearly  equal  toward  the  top,  until 
at  last  all  difference  vanishes,  and  with  it  the  distribution  of  zones  referred  to 
before. 

We  may  foreshadow  some  of  the  more  practical  results  which  seem 
to  follow  from  these  investigations  by  Mr.  Roth,  aJthough  the  lim- 
ited  amount  of  material  worked  up  will  hardly  warrant  to  base  much 
generalization  upon  them. 

While  the  other  pines  here  considered  grow  far  more  rapidly  when 

?roung,  it  seems  highly  probable  that  Pinus  Strdbus  retains  for  a 
onger  time  the  acceleration  of  growth  in  cross-section  and  is  more 
regular  in  its  total  development. 

It  was  stated  before  that  the  shrinkage  is  very  nearly  proportional 
to  the  amount  of  organic  substance  or  tne  density  of  dry  wood,  since 
it  is  due  to  a  loss  of  water,  not  from  the  cell-lumen  but  from  the  cell- 
wall.  That  this  proportion  is  not  always  maintained  is  seen  in  the 
case  of  Pinus  Strobus,  where  the  density  is  greatest  at  the  base,  the 
shrinkage  some  distance  from  the  base.  The  amount  of  water  in- 
creases while  the  amount  of  organic  substance  decreases  from  base 
to  top. 

Wnile  in  Pinus  Skobus  grown  in  the  North  the  north  side  is  more 
favorable  to  development  than  the  south,  the  pines  of  the  South  do 
not  show  such  relation  to  the  direction  of  the  compass. 

Taxodium  differs  from  the  pines  in  nearly  all  the  i)oints  determined. 
The  growth  is  very  slow — at  least  in  the  tree  under  observation — and 
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appears  subject  to  periodic  changes  of  growth  and  rest.  The  rings 
snow  a  great  abungance  of  summer  wood,  which  makes  them  appear 
as  if  containing  several  rings.  These  intermediate  rings  varied  from 
three  to  five,  making  the  counting  difficult  and  uncertain. 

There  were  also  numerous  analyses  made  of  the  growth  of  these 
trees.  Which  it  would  lead  us  too  far  here  to  give  in  detail.  Let  it 
suffice  to  ^ve  the  following: 

Comparing  the  two  trees  of  Pinus  Strohus  and  resinosa,  which  are 
grown  under  nearly  the  same  conditions  and  with  equal  rapidity  of 
height  CTOwth,  and  taking  the  fourth  section  as  representing  an  av- 
erage, the  ratio  of  amount  of  organic  substance  per  unit  of  volume 
being  as  33  in  P.  resinosa  to  31  in  P.  Strohus,  the  following  c^'::pari- 
son  may  be  made,  which  shows  Pinus  Strohus  a  superior  grower: 


First  twenty 
years. 

Next  fifty. 

Next  forty. 

Next  forty. 

Pf  nus  Strobus 

mm. 
3.9 
8.6 

mm. 
3.5 
3.6 

mm. 
1.6 
.87 

mm. 
1  3 

Pinus  reeinosa 

.6 

Ratio  of  wood  growth 

1 

o 

81 
SB 

1.7 
1 

2.3 

1 

What  has  been  here  recorded  of  this  work,  just  begun,  does  not 
claim  to  represent  any  wonderful  results  or  discoveries,  but  has  been 
simply  related  to  show  in  what  direction  it  is  necessary  to  investigate 
our  forest  flora  before  we  can  begin  to  speak  with  more  authority 
and  on  more  exact  foundation,  not  only  of  the  properties  of  the  vari- 
ous timbers,  but  also  of  the  proper  timbers  to  be  grown  in  various 
localities  and  the  methods  of  managing  them. 

These  investigations,  abstruse  and  simply  of  pure  scientific  interest 
as  they  may  appear  at  first,  are  fraught  with  the  greatest  practical 
bearing  on  forest  planting  and  forest  management.  They  are  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  require  tljeir  conduct  imder  Government  coAtrol,  and 
should  be  engaged  in  by  the  Division  in  a  morQ  generous  and  far- 
reaching  manner. 

METAL  TIES. 

The  interest  which  was  stirred  up  among  railroad  men  bv  the  pub- 
lication of  Bulletin  I  from  this  Division  has  been  further  taken  care 
of  by  engaging  Mr.  E.  E.  Russell  Tratman,  civil  engineer,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.^  to  gather  all  inf  ormationpossible  with  regard  to  the  use 
of  metal  ties  in  foreign  countries.  His  preliminary  report  has  just 
been  submitted.  *  It  shows  that  in  several  countries  the  metal  tie  has 
been  adopted  far  beyond  the  limits  of  experiment.  There  may  be 
estimated  from  the  reports  not  less  than  10,000  miles  of  metal  track 
of  various  types  in  the  world,  the  lion's  share  of  this  number  belong- 
ing to  Germany,  with  5,530  miles.  Next  comes  India,  with  about 
1,800  miles'  the  Argentine  Republic,  with  over  1,000  miles;  Austria, 
Switzerland,  and  Spain,  with  each  from  200  to  250  miles;  Holland 
and  Belgium,  with  125  miles,  and  England,  France,  Africa,  Egypt, 
Algeria,  Mexico,  and  other  countries  with  smaller  amounts. 

*This  report  wiU  shortly  be  issued  in  Bulletin  No.  Ill,  which  wiU  also  embrace 
other  matter  of  interest  to  nulroad  managers. 
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Out  of  162,634  ties  on  the  Netherlands  State  Railway,  not  one  had 
broken.  Of  this  one  type,  the  **  Post  tie,'*  there  were  in  use  in  dif- 
ferent countries  about  730,000  ties,  or  36,500  tons.  In  Algeria  the 
saving  of  maintenance  with  metal  ties  has  been  calculated  at  about 
one-fourth,  or  $60  per  mile. 

The  United  States  seems  the  most  backward  in  experimenting  with 
metal  ties.  This  apathy  will,  however,  presently  cease,  as  the  cost 
of  wooden  ties  increases  and  the  cost  of  manufacturing  metal  ties  is 
reduced. 

A  seemingly  perfect  tie,  just  patented  in  this  country  by  a  French- 
man, A.  Durand,  civil  engineer,  is  claimed  to  be  produceable  at  the 
low  rate  of  $1,  including  tne  fastenings. 

TRADE  NOTES  AND  STATISTICS. 

Agreeably  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  lumbermen's  associations  it 
liad  been  proposed  to  direct  the  energy  of  the  Division  towards  as- 
certaining the  remaining  stock  of  merchantable  white  pine.  As  this 
stock-takmg  was  to  be  made  as  thorough  as  it  could  be  done,  an  ap- 

{)ropriation  of  $15,000  for  the  purpose  had  been  asked  for,  a  sum  only 
)arely  sufficient  to  produce  reliable  results. 

The  appropriation,  however,  failed  to  be  made,  and  no  statistical 
work  was  therefore  attempted  by  the  Division. 

Some  notes  and  gleanings  of  interest  from  various  trade  papers  are 
given,  in  addition  to  the  statistical  tables  of  exports  and  imports, 
which  are,  as  usual,  compiled  from  the  reports  of  the  Bureau  or  Sta- 
tistics. 

While  the  tariflf  bill  and  free  lumber,  or  retention  of  the  duty,  has 
been  discussed  in  this  country,  Canada  has  increased  the  export  duty 
on  pine  and  spruce  logs  from  $2  to  13.  This  is  claimed  to  oe  a  pro- 
hibitory duty,  and  since  many  American  lumbermen  have  purchased 
timber  limits  over  the  line  with  the  intention  of  sawing  tne  logs  in 
their  miUs  on  this  side,  the-feoling  in  lumbermen's  circles  is  strongly 
against  tnis  measure.  Canadian  lumbermen  are  said  to  be  as  much 
opposed  to  this  duty  as  American,  and  claim  it  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional. 

With  reference  to  this  question  of  retaliatory  duty,  one  of  the 
lumber-trade  journals  purports  to  show  from  the  statistics  that  the 
export  of  logs  from  the  United  States  to  Canada  is  so  much  more  in 
amount,  six  or  seven  times  as  much  as  those  from  Canada  to  the 
United  States.  Unfortunately  the  statistics  are  chosen  with  the  ob- 
ject of  proving  the  proposition.  As  I  have  shown  in  a  table  con- 
tained in  my  last  report,  the  interchange  of  logs  and  round  timber 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada  is  almost  equal  in  amount. 
The  above-mentioned  journal  selects  for  the  Canadian  exports  only 
those  referring  to  pine  timber,  while  for  imports  the  entire  line  of 
ffoods,  including  hemlock,  sjjruce,  oak,  ete.,  is  included.  The  Cana- 
dian statistics  allow  a  division  of  their  exports  into  the  different 
kinds,  while  the  imports  are  lumped  together. 

The  following  tables  reveal  the  true  state  of  affairs  : 
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.Comparative  statement  of  imports  and  exports  for  home  consumption  of  home- 
grown  wood  and  its  manufactures,  and  of  forest  products  betu^een  Canada  and 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1888. 


CANADA. 


ArttdeB. 


(a)  Logs  and  round  timber 

(6)  Lumber  and  timber  (duty  free). . 

(c)  Lumber  and  timber  and  roughly  z 
uf  aotured  wood  (dutiable) 

(tf)  Fire-wood , 

(«)  Tan-barfc 


(f)  Other  forest  products. . . 
(o)  Manuf  aoturee  of  wood . . 
(A)  Carrlagee,  wagons,  cars  . 


Total 


Duty  collected 
in  Canada. 


881,661 


48.608 


344,915 
69,064 


866,478 


Imports  f  rem 
United  States. 


8970,878 
816,178 

184,070 

8,894 

006 

97,640 
877,796 
177,880 


2,186,067 


Exportato 
United  States. 


8888,675 

•(790,260) 

809,497 

(877,819) 

8,881,887 
(7.911,904) 
887;806 
(864,419) 
946.666 
(890,961) 
968,114 
406,869 
10,688 


11,086,887 


Duty  collected 

in 
United  States. 


81.958.674 


tl44,86l 


1,806,485 


•Includes  all  logs  imported  mto  the  country.    Discriminations  are  hot  made  ia  regard  to  this  item 
In  the  returns. 
tDuty  estimated  with  86  per  omtrate. 

The  following  tables  give  specifications  of  some  of  the  items  lumped 
together  in  the  above  table : 

l^)ec{/ied  eocportations  into  the  United  States  from  Canada, 


Articles. 


(o)  Logs : 

Elm 

Hemlock. 

Oak  

Pine. 


Spruce . 

a!u.  ' 


__.]  others 

(6)  Lumber  and  timber  (free): 

Railroad  ties 

Stare  bolta 

Hop  and  hoop  poles ) 

Telegraph  poles f 

Knees  and  f  uttooks 

Blasts  and  spars 

Basewood,  butternut,  hickory,  eta. 
unmanufactured 


Vahie. 


$106,610 
18,888 
84,171 
8,876 
99.460 
191,277 

514.780 
118,701 

146,780 

19,866 
0,904 

196 


Articles. 


(c)  Lumber  and  timber  (dutiable): 

Pine  deals , 

Spruce  and  other  deals. 

Deal  ends 

Lath  palings,  pickets , 

Planks,  boards,  joists , 

Scantling , 

Staves  and  headings 

Shingles 

•    Shingle  bolts 

Otiier  lumber 

Bdk  shocks ..., 

Other  shooks 

Square  timber 


Value. 


1416 

81,761 

174 

880,971 

i,  881, 960 


788 

617,988 

166,996 

67,874 

6,687 


Speoilled  importations  into  Canada  from  the  Uhited  States, 


Artlolsi. 

Total 
importa- 

Importa- 
tions from 
the  United 
States. 

Altkdes. 

Total 

importa- 

tkna. 

Importa- 
tions from 
the  United 
SUtee. 

w 

(6  c)  Liunber  and  timber, 
planks  and    boards, 
sawn,  not  manufact- 
ured: 
Box,  cherry,cheetnut. 
gum,  hickory,  and 
whitewood 

155.332 

98,  M7 

68,616 

246 

88,j»6 

968.960 

948,064 
6494 
6,474 

855,382 

98,614 

66,018 

246 

988,880 
6,410 
8,966 

(g)  Manufactures  of 
wood: 

Furniture 

Caskets  and  oofflns . . 

Hubs,  spokes,  parte 

of  wheels 

1386,746 
•8; 486 

11,189 

9,680 
41.186 
97,967 

104,186 
88  986 
481,748 

1816,295 
•^8;  408 

11,189 
4.160 

Moldings,  plam 

Moldings,  finished... 
Show  cases 

Oak 

81  4tt 

Pitch  pine 

1,952 

Redwood 

Wooden- ware 

Picture  frames 

Pines,     t  o  b  a  0  c  0 

41,135 

Hickory 

Walnut 

17,593 

(D)  Manufactures  of 
wood: 
Barrels 

7.886 

Veneers  

Total 

86^886 
878.806 

Clothes  wringers 

Flshlnff  rods 

1,709,989 

1,801,601 

Nots.— The  Above  tables  are  made  up  from  the  *'  Tables  of  Trade  and  Kavigation  for  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  *'  The  figures  In  parenthesis  are  from  the  reports  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Statistics 
and  differ  somewhat  from  the  Canadian  returns. , 
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The  position,  then,  of  the  lumber  trade  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States  at  present  appears  from  these  and  the  subsequent 
tables  to  wan-ant  the  followmg  statements:  The  bulk  of  forest  prod- 
ucts and  wood  manufactures  which  we  import  comes  from  Canada, 
while  we  return  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  our  own  exports  of  the  same 
kind  to  that  coxmtry.  This  export  consists  in  nearly  equal  shares  of 
raw  material  and  manufactures.  Of  the  latter  we  supply  almost  all 
that  Canada  can  take,  our  exports  of  this  class  of  goods  representing 
nine-tenths  of  the  total  importations  of  the  same  into  Canada.  Our 
importations  from  Canada  represent  about  50  per  cent,  of  all  exports 
of  the  kind  from  Canada  and  consist  mainly  of  manufactured  lumber. 
All  the  wood  material  thus  imported  does  not  count  up  to  75,000,000 
cubic  feet,  or,  very  roughly  speaking,  not  to  one-third  of  1  per  cent, 
of  our  total  consumption.  As  to  logs  on  which  duty  is  collected,  only 
spruce  logs  cut  any  figure,  with  less  than  $100,000.  The  kind  of  logs 
imported  into  Canada  from  the  United  States  is  not  specified,  but  as- 
suming that  all  going  to  Ontario  and  Manitoba  are  pine,  these  repre- 
sent the  value  of  $255,406,  or  the  largest  share  of  the  log  trade. 

Comparischi  with  the  condition  or  trade  ten  years  ago  shows  an 
increase  of  Canadian  imports  of  forest  products  to  the  United  States 
of  137  per  cent.',  while  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Canada  have 
hardly  changed  perceptibly  during  that  time. 

Altogether  it  wouM  appear  that  while  Canada  has  every  reason  to 
encourage  lumber  trade  into  the  United  States,  she  does  not  offer  a 
sufficient  market  to  influence  our  forest  policy. 

It  is  also  admissible  to  argue  that  the  one  and  a  quarter  million 
dollars  of  tariff  duty  which  our  people  pay  on  eight  or  nine  million  feet 
of  lumber  coming  from  Canada  can  have  but  little  significance  and 
offer  but  small  protection  to  an  industry  producing  not  less  than 
(round)  10,000,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  wnich  may  be  estimated  to 
represent  the  cut  of  white  pine  and  spruce  together — the  only  kinds 
with  which  Canadian  imports  come  into  competition. 

As  regards  the  "inexhaustible"  white  pine  supplies,  the  lumber- 
men's papers  are  becoming  tnore  and  more  doubtful.  The  North- 
western lAmiberman,  the  paper  which  led  the  opposition  to  all  "de- 
nudatic"  theories,  lately  brings  the  following  significant  editorial: 

The  great  study  nowadays  on  the  part  of  lumbermen  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
and  Minnesota, while  the  pine  is  fading  away,  concerns  tlie  avoidance  of  waste  and 
the  utilization  of  all  the  timber  in  some  way.  Even  wormy  pine  is  being  cut  in 
laorge  quantities  by  Saginaw  Vallev  lumbermen  this  winter.  Its  manufacture  into 
lumber  is  a  special  industry  in  itself,  as  the  product  can  be  readily  marketed  for  cer- 
tain purposes  to  which  it  is  adapted,  including  glass-box  shooks,  heads  for  crockery 
casks,  coarse  fencing,  etc.  A  large  demand  for  this  class  of  lumber  is  foimd  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


The  paper  quoted  above  also  states  that  'Hhe  quality  and  size  of 

J  xf      _.        ^._  ^^2^  ^-j^Q  progress  of  cutting  and  manu- 

f  ar  distant  when  good  pine  will  be  posi- 


?dne  is  depreciating  in  ratio  with  the  process  of  cutting  and  manu 
acture."    "  The  time  is  not 

tively  scarce." 
Another  paper  expresses  itself  as  follows: 

If  anything  were  lacking  to  demonstrate  the  fact  that  *  the  beginning  of  the  end ' 
of  the  pine  tmiber  of  Michigan  has  become  a  fixed  and  palpable  r^dity,  a  single 

fiance  at  what  may  be  termed  saw-logs,  for  compliment's  sjute,  as  they  are  towed 
own  the  S^inaw  River  from  the  Tittabawassee  boom  to  the  mill  booms,  would  at 
once  supply  th6  Tniqaing  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence  amounting  to  an  ocular  demon- 
stration. Many  of  these  rafts  are  composed  of  veritable  poles  which  are  hardly 
worthy  the  name  of  saw-logs  and  barely  sufficient  in  size  to  produce  a  piece  of  4  by 
^timbar. 
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The  same  paper  remarks  on  the  celebrated  Muskegon  snjjplies: 

Two  years  ago  or  thereabouts,  the  prediction  was  made  that  1886-W  would  be 
the  last  pne  in  which  a  big  cut  of  logs  would  be  made  on  the  Muskegon  River.  It  is 
plain  now  that  it  will  be  abundantly  fulfilled.  Present  estimates  of  the  coming  win- 
ter's input  on  that  stream  indicate  that  the  cut  will  fall  from  60,000,000  to  80,000,000 
behind  last  year,  and  will  probably  but  little  exceed  400,000,000  in  all.  As  at  matter 
of  fact  it  can  be  ecisily  discerned  that  the  beginning  of  the  end  is  already  at  hand  on 
the  Musk^on,  and  that  its  history  from  this  time  forward  will  be  that  of  a  more  or 
less  slowly  decreasing  production.  There  is  practically  no  standing  pine  to  bo  bought 
tributary  to  its  watcsrs.  The  probability  is.  that  witliin  a  couple  of  years  mills  will 
have  finished  their  work  there,  to  make  a  difference  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  in  the  out- 
put as  compared  with  the  minimum  figure  reached.  This  decrease  will  be  missed 
seriously,  for  there  is  no  source  from  which  an  equivalent  supply  can  be  drawn  to 
msike  it  up,  unless  the  Georgian  Bay  region  of  Canada  should  be  thrown  open  by  a 
removal  of  the  duty. 

The  increasing  value  of  pine  lumber  maybe  pretty  accurately  understood  when 
the  price  of  culls  is  considered.  Within  two  years  cuUs  hare  actually  doubled  in 
value,  and  it  is  not  very  many  years  since  culls  were  burned  under  salt-pans  which 
would  bring  big  money  to-day. 

The  present  year  (1888)  has  seen  the  largest  cut  of  white  pine 
lumber  as  yet  experienced.  According  to  the  compilations  of  the 
NoHhwesternlmmbervian it  Sbrnonnts to  S,3SS,716,4:60  feet,  B.  M.,  and 
4,514,646,801  shingles.  This  is  an  increase  of  7i  per  cent,  over  last 
year's  cut,  which  is  a  larger  proportionate  increase  than  has  been 
observed  since  1882. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  activity  developed  in  getting  hold  of  the 
timber  growing  on  Indian  reservations,  the  desire  of  obtaining  this 
valuable  property  at  low  rates  animating  one  side,  and  the  Sesire  of 
protecting  the  Indian  in  his  rights  and  securing  to  him  a  fair  return 
the  other  side;  these  two  aspects  being  the  onlv  considerations  which 
seem  to  count  in  the  ix)licy  to  be  pursued.  The  desirability  of  keep- 
ing these  lands  as  Government  forest  reserves,  which  has  been  ad- 
vocated by  some  wise  and  patriotic  men  who  contemplate  something 
else  than  the  mighty  dollar  as  a  nation's  interest,  seems  to  have  no 
place  in  the  discussion  or  disposal  of  this  question. 

The  above  mentioned  paper  relates  a  conversation  with  a  manu- 
facturer of  butter  packages,  stating  that  it  had  become  difficult  to 
procure  sufficient  northern  white  ash,  and  fulds: 

This  man's  need  of  coiu*se  cuts  but  very  little  figme  in  the  general  demand  for  ash, 
but  his  declai'ation  emphasizes  the  fact  that  nortliem  ash  is  getting  scarce,  tiiiat 
future  supply  must  come  from  the  South. 

The  growing  scarcity  of  hickory  and  ash  for  suitable  carriage 
manufacture  has  induced  the  Carriage  Manufacturers'  Association 
to  appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  condition 
of  tnese  supplies. 

A  writer  conversant  with  southern  timber  resources  calls  attention 
to  the  rapidly  increasing  demands  upon  yellow  pine  supplies,  and 
says:  "Ere  twenty  years  expire  we  may  look  around  with  cold  sta- 
tistics to  back  us  in  vain  for  these  vast  and  rapidly  disappearing  for- 
ests of  pine." 

Another  man,  who  knows  whereof  he  speaks,  thus  dilates  upon 
the  Southern  pine  forests: 

We  need  help  in  the  development  of  the  South,  yet  I  could  wish  and  it  would  be 
justice  itself,  if  those  of  us  who  have  borne  the  bm-den  of  these  times  of  depression 
m  the  South  could  hold  on  to  enough  of  our  natural  wealth  to  make  us  independent 
of  this  incoming  tide  of  investors.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Further  investigations  wDI  show 
that  the  general  estimates  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  yellow  pine  and  other  timber 
in  the  South  have  been  exaggerated,  and  a  canvass  of  the  timber  tracts  will  show  a 
lesser  average  number  of  feet  to  the  acre  than  has  been  universally  reported. 
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I  believe  those  people  who  have  gotten  into  their  heads  the  idea  that  the  mxpply^ 
will  be  unlimited  for  the  coming  generations  will  arrive  at  a  wiser  conclusion  as 
the  days  and  years  of  their  lives  come  on  apace. 

In  regard  to  the  timber  resources  of  the  Pacific  coast,  which  have 
only  just  begun  to  be  appreciated,  we  hear  the  following  from  the 
editor  of  the  Humboldt,  Ualifornia,  Standard,  situated  in  the  heart 
of  the  redwood  operations: 

How  the  mighty  have  fallen  t  The  200-f eet-to-first-limb-straight-a&«-8hip'8-mast- 
to-a-height-of-300-feet-7-foot-in-diameter  trees  are  not  so  plenty  as  thev  once  were; 
the  once  common  40-foot-in-diameter  redwood  trees  no  longer  thickly  stud  our 
forests.  Alas  !  our  matchless  redwood  forests  are  melting  away  heiare  the  wood- 
man's ax  and  the  ravenous  tooth  of  the  saw,  like  snow  under  the  tropical  sun.  A 
score  of  years  hence  scarcely  a  vestige  will  be  left,  and  our  people  will  know  and 
appreciate  its  great  value. 

The  lumber  export  business  from  the  Pacific  coast  is  increasing 
every  year.  Redwood  forms  the  great  staple  of  San  Francisco  ship- 
ments. During  the  year  1888,  according  to  **  Wood  and  Iron,*'  the 
shipments  amounted  to  27,656,941  feet,  B.  M.,  valued  at  $749,923. 
Most  of  this  goes  to  Australia  and  Pacific  islands,  the  market  for 
redlvood  in  the  Eastern  States  being  still  of  small  dimensions.  Over- 
land shipments  to  the  East  amoimted  to  4,379,961  feet,  valued  at 
$131,370. 

The  shipments  from  Puget  Sound  are  somewhat  larger,  consisting 
mainly  of  red  fir  and  Port  Orford  cedar.  The  total  output  of  lum- 
ber for  the  year  1888  is  computed  at  409,961,^70  feet,  mostly  rough 
lumber,  Valued  at  $6,759,580.  Australia  forms  the  best  export  mar- 
ket.* Local  demand  for  box  factories,  furniture,  and  wagon  manu- 
factures is  brisk.  California,  especially  San  Francisco,  takes  ihe 
largest  share  of  the  coastwise  trade,  ana  Denver,  Salt  Lake,  Ogden, 
and  small  towns  in  eastern  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Idaho,  take 
over  20,000,000  feet.  Ship-building  is  reported  as  very  active  at  the 
sound,  twenty  vessels  witn  a  tonnage  of  4,225  having  been  completed 
this  year,  and  the  business  outlook  for  lumbermen  is  brignt.  The 
exports  have  increased  about  50  per  cent,  during  the  year,  amount- 
ing in  1888  to  $1,091,148,  representing  besides  shingles,  laths,  pickets, 
and  spars,  113,775,000  feet  of  boards. 

♦The  shyments  to  Australia  this  year  amoimted  to  55,487,694  feet,  B.  M.,  as 
against  24,515,087  feet,  B.  M.,  last  year. 
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Imports  of  forest  products  and  manufactures  of  wood,  and  increase  or  decrease  of 
the  same  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1878,  and  1888.» 


Articles. 


Fret  of  duty. 

Fire-wood cords. . 

Loss  and  round  timber  . , 

Rauroftd  ties 

Shingle  and  stave  bolts. . 

Ship  timber tons. . 

Ship  planking 

Hop  poles 

Wood  pulp , 

Charcoal tons.. 

Hemlock  bark — cords. . 


IhLtiahle. 

Wood,  unmanufactured. 

not  elsewhere  specified . 

Timber cubic  ft. . 

Lumber: 

Boards,  planks,  deals, 
etc M.ft.. 

Clapboards M.. 

Hubs,  posts,  lasts,  and 
blocks 

Laths M.. 

Pickets  and  palings. M. . 

Shhigles M.. 

Shooks  and  packing 
boxes No.. 

Staves do 

Bark    extracts,    chiefly 

hemlock 

Sumac: 

Ground lbs.. 

Extract 

Sfatches 

Casks  and  barrels 

Cabinet  ware  and  fui^ii- 

ture 

Osiers  and  willows 

Osier  and  willow  bas- 
kets, etc 

All  other  manufactures .  • 


Free  of  duty, 

OaUnet  woods: 

Box 

Cedar 

Ebony  

Granadilla 

Lanoewood 

IJgnum-vitae 

Mahogany 

Rose 

Sandal 

Satin 

All  other  cabinet  woods 
Cork-wood  or  bark,  un- 
manufactured   


1878. 
Quantity.      Value. 


117,746 


8,515 


85 
108,781 


61,684 


270,700.76 
979.43 


1806,750 
168,665 
176,057 
27,809 
20,687 
18,278 


268 

170 

412,259 


1,044.962 


6,821 
7,799 


108,976.87 
8,068.87 
47,610.19 


547,969 


16,068,681 


.762,682 
8.264 

68,958 
97,416 
21,185 
97,501 

14,774 
8.788 

5,244 

508,247 
9,048 
2,487 
2,250 

^,284 

15,966 

91,445 
607,187 


536,195,»19 
8,113,546 


»j6,a73,791 

7,874,628 

160, 318,  ir 


4,307,685 
. '5, 352, 037 


80,187 

160,  &iO 

41,875 

851 

4,002 

56,iai 

80,  ICT) 

»3,00«) 

138 


188,813 
495,316 


1,150,461 


Total 6, 503, 098 14, 401, 646  7, 89«.  548 


1888. 


Quantity. 


181.968 


3,284,801 


6,671 


23,720 


18,785,984 
2.600,824 


Value. 


$864. 

790, 

668, 

187, 

80, 

8o; 

5, 
21 
50, 
290, 


418 
251 
242 

787 
758 
M8 
884 
268 
882 
261 


2,894,280 


14,288 
8,288 


6,626,173 
43,809 

80,661 
806,121 

58,973 
331,829 

185,814 
419,925 

1,094 

276,209 

92,678 

20,567 

1,985 

866,116 
18,866 

884,007 
498,067 


9,526,804 


Increase. 


Value.      P.  ct. 


1188,654 

621,586 

487,185 

109,978 

19,071 

17,270 


20,995 


50,66220,801. 


1,840,287 


7.917 


8,778,540 
86,665 


208,706 

87,788 

288,fte8 

170,580 
411,102 


88,680 
18,180 


257,888 
2,400 


5,210,110   181.1 


11,021,0430,568,406 


51.440 

361,106 

87,861 

808 

17,666 

40,735 

605,875 

21,624 

4,217 

0,287 

286,683 

1,068,861 


2,480,608 


21,806 
200,566 


647 
13,564 


77,870 
568,  M5 


1,830,142       115.6 


61.4 
868.5 
876.7 
805.6 

92.2 
180. 


7,884. 


$181,944!  89.5 


129.1 


186. 


187. 
480.6 


814.8 

178.3 
88(k8 

1,154.8 
4,708.6 


904.8 
744 


866 
16.6 


212,668        96.6 


122.7 


70.6 
124.9 


166.8 
888.9 


625,710      656.2 
'4,679 '2,966" ' 


41. IM 
114.8 


121.4 


Decrease. 


Value.    P.ct 


4.516  67.9 


14,892  86.6 


4,160  70. 


288,088 


46.8 


874  18.1 


9.180     1.8 


4,514 


15.889 
'7i,'876 


10.78 


27.4 
76*7' 


*  By  the  act  of  March,  1888.  the  cost  of  transportation,  shipment,  transshipment,  with  all  the  ex- 
penses included,  from  the  place  of  growth,  production,  or  manufacture,  to  the  vessel  in  which  ship- 
ment is  made  to  the  United  Stat^;  the  value  of  sacks,  crates,  boxes,  et«.,  in  which  the  merchandise 
is  contained,  commission,  brokerage,  export  duty,  and  all  other  usual  charges  which  prior  to  that  act 
formed  a  part  of  the  dutiable  value  of  imports,  are  exclwled  from  the  same.  This  needs  to  be  takoi 
into  account  in  comparing  the  value  of  goods  importtni  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  that  date.  It 
would  probably  carry  the  valuation  of  imports  for  1888  to  $18,000,000.  or  nearly  three  times  that  of 
1878. 


Digitized  by  V^J 


^oogk 


632 


BEPOBT   OP  THE   OOMMI88IONBB   OF  AGBIOTJLTUBB. 


EoDports  of  forest  products  and  manufactures  of  wood,  and  increase  or  decrease  of 
the  same,  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1878  and  1888. 


Articles. 


Fire-wood  cords.. 

Boards,  deals,    and   planks, 

M.ft 

Joists  and  scantling do. . . 

Hbops,  hoop-poles,  etc  

Laths M.. 

Palings,  pickets,  and  bed-slats, 

M 

Shingles do. 

ShooKs,  box 

Shooks,  other No. . 

Stares  and  headings do. . 

All  other  lumber 

Timber,  sawed cub.  ft. .  [^ 

Timber,  hewed do ) 

liOgs  and  other  timber 


Total  raW  material  and 
partly  manufactured. 

Bosin,   tar,  and    turpentine, 

bbls 

Spirits  of  turpentine  . .  .galls. 
Bark  and  tanning  extracts. . . 


Total  by-products 

leads  and  barrels,  empty, 


Household  furniture , 

Wooden  ware 

Doors,  sash,  and  blindst 

Moldings,  trimmings,  etc 

All  oth<«>  manufactures 

Matches 

Agricultiural  implements. No. 

Musical  instruments 

Curiages,  carts,  and  parts  of 
Cars,  railroad,  passenger,  and 

freight No. 

Billiard  tables  and  apparatus 


Total  manufactures . 


Total. 


1878. 


Quantity.    Value. 


i  818,148 


8,050 
46,518 


18,861,915 


1,042,183 
7,(138,5G« 


$9,409 

4,581,741 

877,187 

9,283 

154,588 
142,610 

8,rr8,196 
520,454 

2,662,784 
352,104 


12,538,261 


2,820,819 

2,388,66« 

111,  88c 


4,774,228 


159,430 

1,961,522 

2b7,861 


1,714,140 

148,219 
81,897  2,573,198 
756,477 
979.008 

582,840 

18,-- 


657 


9,128,668 


28,441,147 


1868. 


Quantity.    Value. 


8,1&4 
447,423 


10,579 

1,897 
38,982 

668,972 


,  ♦187,780 
:5, 813, 175 


Increase. 


Value.    P.ct. 


110,611      $1,043|  11. 
7,822,9492,790,506  61.6 


161 
37,281 

47,642 
104,  .362 
157,687 
8S0, 113 
2,087,538| 
1,756,0881, 


h 


640711. 


1- 


15,027 


2,381,050 

970,442 

2,027,496 


1,683,823  2,349,801       20,482!    0.87 
10,586,942  3,580, 106.1, 246, 537|  58.4 


{■688,708 
1,675, 


17.834,2076.421,946  51.2 


10.5 


8921475. 


.4 
24. 

i.8 


794 


254,204 


6,184,111 


1.409,888!  29.5 


502, 
2,885, 
293, 
823, 
102, 
1,609, 

r2, 

2,645. 

908. 

1,881 


556 
569 
064 
028 
220 
695 
371] 
187 
540 
291 


142,8091128.8 


848,186215.3 
874,017   19. 
5,208     1.8 


102,220 


862,465 
81,670 


11,157,651 


85,175,960 


09,969  2.7 
152,063  20.1 
402,2881  41. 

320,026  61.8 


Decrease. 


Value.    P.ct. 


$215,28457. 


60,171 


82.5 


860,54623.8 


1,136,000  a9 


14.445 


70,84849.4 


12,687 


2,114,281   23.1 


66.8 


9,946,115  87.62 


8.784,833  88.06 


86.286 


1,211,296 


0.84 


0.96 


4.68 


♦Thousand  feet. 

t  Until  1884  the  reports  of  doors,  sash,  blinds,  moldhigs,  trimmings,  etc..  are  included  \sy  the  Bureau 
of  Statistics  in  *'A11  other  manufactures,''  and  can  not  oe  given  separately. 
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England  leads  the  list  of  countries  to  which  we  ship  the  largest 
amounts,  closely  followed  by  the  West  Indies;  the  Argentine  Repub- 
lic comes  next,  and  then  Austria,  Germany,  and  Canaaa,  with  almost 
equal  participation  in  our  export  trade. 

In  wood  manufactures,  which  form  less  than  one-quarter  of  our 
exports  of  forest  products,  agricultural  implements  and  household 
furniture  alone  are  of  significance,  each  with  about  ^2,000,000  worth. 

England,  France,  the  Argentine  Republic,  Austna,  and  Germany 
together  take  over  two-thirds  of  our  wood  manufactures.  France 
and  the  Argentine  Republic  are  the  best  markets  for  agricultural 
implements. 

The  cooperage  industry  finds  its  best  customers  in  the  West  Indies 
with  over  $1,000,000  worth  of  goods.  Spain  and  Portugal  come  next 
with  together  three-quarters  of  a  million,  and  England  with  some- 
what less  than  half  a  million.  It  is  noteworthy  tliat  we  furnish  to 
France,  which  imports  yearly  from  ;]5,000,000  to  40.000,000  staves,  not 
as  much  as  8100,000  of  our  cooperage,  while  Italy,  through  whose 
territorv  by  way  of  Trieste  and  Fiume  France  receives  the  largest 
part  of  lier  need  of  staves,  from  Hungary,  yet  allows  us  to  dispose  of 
almost  $100,000  of  cooperage  to  her. 

Our  imports  have  increased  during  the  year  by  somewhat  over 
$1,000,000,  without  specially  noteworthy  features  in  the  distribution 
of  this  increase. 

The  table  of  imports  from  various  countries  shows  that  British. 
America  is  the  only  country  which  comes  into  competition  to  any 
extent  with  our  native  forest  products  in  raw  shai>es,  while  Germany, 
Austria,  France,  and  England  send  us  somewhat  over  $1,000,000 
worth  of  wood  manufactures.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  our  imports  of 
forest  products  are,  like  India-rubber,  gums,  cork,  dye-wooos,  cabi- 
net-woods, not  produced  in  our  country. 

Our  exports  have  increased  during  tne  year  by  over  $3,500,000,  or 
12i  per  cent.  This  increase  is  largely  represented  ia  raw  material, 
logs,  and  hewn  timber  to  the  amount  of  $200,000;  boards,  deals,  etc., 
$1,300,000;  while  manufactured  articles  take  part  in  the  increase 
with  only  (round)  $800,000. 

The  largest  exports  of  raw  material  are  in  manufactured  lumber 
and  in  naval  stores:  the  next  largest  in  cooperage,  timber,  and  logs. 

The  shipments  or  lumber  to  Great  Britain  have  been  considerably 
above  those  of  former  years.  According  to  the  trade  reports  of 
that  country  we  shipped  the  following  quantities  to  England  during 
the  under  mentioned  yeara: 


Years. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1888 : 

Cvbic  feet. 
15,614,850 
14,408,900 
17,476.000 

$4,570,51.5 

1897 

4;486:9») 

1888 

6,714,670 

Walnut  shipments  were  especially  heavy,  often  of  doubtful  quality 
and  therefore  sold  at  a  sacrifice.  Hamburi::,  Germany,  imported  of 
this  staple  over  10,000,000  foot  or  almost  double  the  amount  of  last 
year. 

If  we  add  cooperage  to  lumber  and  timber,  the  West  Indies  prove 
almost  as  good  customers  as  England,  the  latter  country  swelling 
the  amount  by  its  large  importation  of  naval  stores,  which  repre- 
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sents  almost  40  per  cent;  of  its  importation  of  forest  products 
from  us,  and  also  nearly  40  per  cent,  of  our  total  exports  of  naval 
stores;  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  and  Brazil,  together 
taking  atiother  36  per  cent. 

The  total  imports  of  sawn  and  hewn  timber  into  Great  Britain  for 
the  last  four  years,  according  to  the  detailed  statistics  ^ven  by  the 
Timber  Trades  Journal  of  London,  England,  were  as  follows: 

Cubic  feet. 

1885 808,248,950 

1886 268,059,600 

1887 275,451,000 

1888 811,008,450 

Of  these  amounts,  we  furnished  7  and  6  per  cent.,  respectively,  in 
1887,  1886,  and  1885;  but,  although  we  have  shipped  more  lumber 
and  timber  to  England  this  year,  our  proportion  of  the  whole  im- 
portation has  fallen  below  6  per  cent.  Nearly  one-half  of  this  comes 
from  our  southern  ports  in  the  shape  of  yellow-pine  timber  and  lumv 
ber,  namely,  from  rensacola,  Fla.,  alone,  8,105,450  cubic  feet.  From 
the  same  port  there  were  shipped,  in  addition,  to  other  countries  and 
coastwise,  nearly  14,000,000  cubic  feet. 

CULTURAL  NOTES. 

During  the  yeay  a  great  many  letters  asking  specific  advice  in  re-, 
gard  to  tne  cultivation  of  different  trees,  methods  of  starting  groves, 
management  of  natural  growth,  etc.,  have  to  be  answered  by  the 
Division,  and  give  rise  to  the  collection  of  notes  and  information  on 
subjects,  some  of  which  are  here  embodied. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  advance  in  the  field  of  forest  culture 
which  has  been  made  lately  is  the  application  of  mechanics  to  tree- 
planting.  It  may  indeed  prove  the  turning-point  for  practical  forest 
planting  in  the  jjrairies  and  plains  that  a  machine  has  been  invented 
capable  of  breaking  the  ground  and  setting  and  planting  from  20,000 
to  30,000  seedling  trees,  all  in  one  motion. 

This  machine  is  of  exceedingly  simple  construction,  and  in  its  re- 
sults, having  been  tested  for  two  years,  seems  to  be  superior  not  only 
in  the  quantity  but  also  the  qualitv  of  work. 

It  was  in  its  first  form  a  child  of  necessity.  Thomas  A.  Stratton, 
a  farmer  near  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  originally  from  the  Buckeye  State, 
having  a  tree  claim  in  southwestern  Nebraska,  at  Stratton,  70  miles 
west  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian,  found  himself,  in  the  sjpring  of 
1886,  with  100,000  two  and  three  year  old  seedlings  on  hand  and  no 
chance  of  hiring  the  labor  for  planting  the  same.  He  devised  and 
constructed  the  tree-planter  with  his  own  hands,  and  begun  plant- 
ing on  April  17 — planting,  with  the  aid  of  one  man,  and  five  horses 
abreast,  the  entire  100,000  trees  in  eight  days,  most  of  the  ground 
being  unprepared,  a  small  part  only  having  been  back-set. 

The  22d  of  April  was  Arbor  Day,  and  Mr.  Stratton  set  11,200  trees, 
handling  every  tree  himself  in  order  to  obtain  the  premium  "  for  the 
greatest  number  planted  by  one  man."  Of  these,  according  to  affi- 
davit of  witnesses,  95  per  cent,  were  alive  and  growing  in  October 
of  the  same  year  (see  Annual  Report  Nebraska  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, 1886,  p.  49)  and  are  now  (1888)  in  thrifty  condition.  On 
other  days,  when  driver  and  feeder  changed  hands,  as  many  as 
15,000  trees  were  set,  and  with  the  improvements  since  made  one 
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man  has  set,  in  nine  hours,  15,272  ash  seedlings — on  Arbor  Day,  1888. 
With  more  help  and  further  improvements,  now  made,  the  machine 
will  be  capable  of  preparing  ground  and  planting  in  a  thorough 
manner  from  20,000  to  30,000  plants  or  more. 

The  machine  is  drawn  by  five  horses  abreast.  The  coulter  and 
coulter-plow  (C  and  D)  cut  the  prairie  sod  in  advance  of  the  large  fur- 
row-plow (D*)  which  opens  a  furrow  6  inches  wide  (or  wider  if 
wanted)  and  from  10  to  15  inches  deep,  the  depth  being  regulate 
by  means  of  a  lever  (N)  operated  by  the  driver,  and  the  furrow  being 
kept  open  by  extension  or  the  landsides.  By  the  side  of  the  plant- 
ing-wheel, which  is  propelled  by  walking  on  the  ground  as  the  ma- 
chine moves  (walking  sticks  G),  are  seats  for  the  feeders  (Rand  R'), 
and  by  their  side  are  Doxes  for  carrying  plant  material  (P)  enough  to 
plant  a  row  half  a  mile  long,  4  feet  apart.  The  plants  aire  f^  to 
automatically-acting  grapples  or  clamps  (GP)  attached  to  the  plantiiig- 
whe^l.  The  distance  of  the  plants  is  regulated  by  the  number  of 
grapples  on  the  planting- wheel  which  are  being  used.  In  the  new 
machine,  the  grapples  on  each  spoke,  which  are  to  receive  the  plants, 
are  kept  open  by  means  of  a  disk  and  springs  until  they  pass  a  given 
point  on  the  upper  side  of  the  wheel;  before  this  is  reached  the  plant 
IS  inserted  vnth  the  roots  pointing  upwards  into  a  holder  (I)  where 
it  is  found  by  the  grapple  which  takes  it  up  and  closes,  holding  the 
plant  until  it  is  brought  around  and  down  into  the  furrow,  when  the 
grapple  opens  automatically  and  drops  the  tree.  At  that  moment 
two  shovels  (J),  following  closely,  fill  soil  around  the  plant  and  close 
the  furrow.  The  hind  wheels  represent  two  6*inch-face  rollers,  set 
somewhat  obliquely  to  press  the  earth  firmly  against  the  plants. 
The  superior  success  of  the  planting  by  this  machine  on  raw  prairie 
as  against  ordinary  methods  on  prepared  ground,  which  has  been 
observed,  must  be  ascribed  to  these  rollers,  which  bring  roots  and 
soil  in  closest  contact,  the  most  essential  requisite  in  tree  planting, 
most  especially  in  a  dry  climate. 

It  is  of  course  not  necessary,  as  was  done  in  the  first  instance,  to 
plant  into  the  raw  prairie,  although  this  experience  has  shown  that 
it  can  be  done  successfully.  The  better  plan  would  be,  where  the 
ground  is  light  and  dry  and  covered  with  buflfalo-grass,  as  in  the 
western  parts  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas  and  in  eastern  Colorado,  to 
cut  the  sod  in  the  spring  as  soon  as  the  ground  is  in  condition,  and 
break  the  ground  with  a  coulter-plow,  following  with  a  disk-harrow 
to  break  the  sod  fine,  then  do  the  planting  at  once  in  trenches  or  with 
the  planter. 

In  this  way  the  plants  are  placed  in  a  soil  which  has  had  no  chance 
of  drying  out;  all  rains  penetrate  easily  and  -collect  in  the  trench  in 
which  the  plants  stand,  and  the  sod  forms  a  mulch  which  helps  to 
prevent  evaporation.  The  new  ground  being  free  from  weeds,  makes 
cultivation  unnecessary,  and  the  plants,  if  planted  4  feet  apart  and 
of  good  growth,  will  soon  cover  the  ground  sufficiently  to  subdue 
the  incoming  weeds.  This  method  of  planting,  which  I  proposed 
two  years  ago,  after  having  inspected  the  conditions  of  tree  plant- 
ing in  the  West,  though  probably  not  applicable  to  all  conditions,  has 
been  fully  proved  correct  by  the  experience  of  Mr.  Stratton  during 
the  last  two  years,  since  he  used  his  tree-planter.  He  writes:  "I 
would  rather  plant  trees  on  new  ground  in  tne  above  manner  and  let 
them  remain  uncultivated  than  to  plant  trees  in  old  ground  deeply 
cultivated,  full  of  weed  seeds,  and  then  to  cultivate  the  trees;  the  re- 
sult would  be  in  favor  of  new  ground  and  no  cultivation." 
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Mr.  Stratton  figures  that  one  ordinary  traction-engine  arranged 
for  drawing  plows  will  operate  3  i)lows,  1  narrow,  and  1  tree-planter, 
attended  by  two  men  only,  planting  trees  4  feet  apart  each  way,  at 
the  rate  of  6  acres  per  day,  it  properly  managed.  And  as  there  are 
ordinarily  at  least  sixty  days  in  the  spring  time  for  tree  planting, 
two  men  can  plant  360  acres  during  the  spring  season  with  this  ma- 
chinery; with  more  help  the  amount  of  planting  could,  of  course,  be 
increased  within  limits. 

That  this  tree-setting  machine  may  be  adapted  to  the  planting  of 
tobacco,  cabbages,  beets,  etc.,  need  not  be  further  elucidated. 

At  present  writing  the  machine  is  not  yet  in  the  market,  but  it  is 
understood  that  during  the  coming  summer  its  manufacture  will  be 
begun. 

FOREST  FARMING. 

There  are  several  methods  in  vo^e  of  combining  agricultural  use 
of  the  soil  with  forest  planting,  with  a, view  both  of  cheapening  the 
planting  and  benefiting  the  plants. 

Probably  the  need  of  agricultural  lands  for  the  poorer  population 
rather  than  any  other  consideration  has  in  Germany  early  given  rise 
to  this  combination  of  forestry  with  a  temporary  agricultural  use  of 
the  forest  land.  •     - 

That  such  use  of  clearings  before  their  reforestation  may  prove  an 
advantage  to  the  new  forest  growth  and  be  employed  to  cheapen  and 
facilitate  reforestation  was  probably  an  after-thought.  In  devising 
methods  for  prairie  planting  this  practice  deserves  more  considera- 
tion than  it  has  hitherto  found. 

Such  agricultural  use  of  the  land  either  precedes  reforestation  or 
is  continued  for  a  time  after  the  tree-planting  has  been  done.  We 
may  call  the  first  plan  ** fore-farming,^'  the  second  plan  "between- 
farming."  The  "fore-farming"  is  usually  carried  on  for  one  to  six 
years,  tne  "between-farming    up  to  six  years. 

A  common  rotation  of  crops  is  rve,  potatoes  or  millet,  oats;  and 
then  oak,  pine,  and  spruce  sown  witn  the  oats  or  planted  on  the  stub- 
ble. By  sowing  the  tree  seeds  with  the  oats  or  rye  or  millet,  the 
seedlings  derive  a  three-years'  protection  from  the  crop,  and  after- 
wards from  the  stubble. 

No  exhaustion  of  soU  is  anticipated  from  a  three  to  four  years' 
fore-farming.  Reforestation  by  these  methods  has  been  practiced  in 
all  parts  of  Germany.  About  5,000  acres  are  farmed  in  tnis  manner, 
and  about  75,000  acres  of  forest  which  originated  in  this  way  exist 
in  the  western  provinces  of  Germany.  It  has  been  especiall v  in  vogue 
in  Hesse  ("Roederbau")  for  more  than  a  century  with  the  great- 
est success,  as  is  testifiea  by  over  5,000  acres  of  finely  grown  pine, 
spruce,  fir,  and  beech  forest  up  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  old, 
with  a  yearly  average  accretion  of  90  cubic  feet  per  acre,  a  remark- 
able production. 

Here  the  practice  is,  after  a  crop  of  potatoes,  to  sow  pine  and  oak 
together  with  rye  and  oats;  or  else  to  plant  the  ojJc  and  pine,  and 
farm  between  the  rows,  on  better  soils  for  four  years,  with  a  rotation 
of  potato,  rye,  potato,  rye,  or  for  two  years  wim  potato  followed  by 
rye  on  poorer  soils  (conifer  soils).  By  this  method  sometimes  a  sur- 
plus over  and  above  the  cost  of  reforestation  and  cultivation  of  $12 
to  $14  per  acre  was  obtained. 

Another  method  was  to  crop  the  ground  with  potatoes,  and  then 
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for  one  year  between-farming  with  grain,  trees  being  introduced  by 
seed  or  planting. 

A  somewhat  different  management  is  the  temporary  use  of  a  cop- 
pice for  agriculture  (''  Hackwald,"  '*  Hauberg").  About  17,000 acres 
are  annually  so  used  m  western  Germany  and  probably  a  larger  amount 
in  France.  After  the  coppice  is  cut,  which  is  often  done  in  early  fall 
because  the  brusli  with  the  leaves  on  gives  more  ashes,  the  brusn  and 
soil  cover  is  burnt  over;  and  by  piling  an  extra  amount  of  brush  on 
the  stumps  of  undesirable  kinds  these  are  exterminated,  the  ashes 
are  evenly  distributed,  and  rye  is  sown  and  covered  with  tne  hoe.  In 
the  spring  fail-places  are  stocked  with  oak,  either  by  sowing  or  plant- 
ing tne  roots  (stumps). 

This  method  may  oe  of  some  use  in  the  oak  coppices  which  are 

frown  for  the  tan-bark,  as  quality  and  value  of  the  latter  are  said  to 
e  enhanced  by  the  fertilization  with  ashes.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
suflSciently  well  proved  by  experiments  that  an  advantage 'to  the 
forest  as  such  does  not  accrue  from  such  management;  on  the  con- 
trary, deterioration  of  forest  conditions  is  unavoidable  from  the  use 
of  fire. 

PARIS  EXPOSITION. 

In  conclusion.  I  should  mention  that  much  time  was  not  unprofit- 
ably  consumed  by  the  Division  in  preparing  an  exhibit  for  the  Ohio 
Centennial  Exposition,  and  again  for  the  International  Exhibition  at 
Paris.  The  exhibit  at  the  latter  place,  which  will  form  the  subject 
of  a  special  report,  may  claim  to  be  the  first  forestry  exhibit  from 
our  country  which  deserved  such  a  name,  holding  itself  strictly  to 
matters  of  forestry  as  an  art  by  itself,  and  not  attempting  to  make 
a  disi)lay  of  the  various  manufactures  which  rely  upon  this  art  and 
promiscuously  of  the  many  woods,  important  andunmrportant,  which 
make  up  our  forest  flora.  In  subsection  A,  Forest  Botjuay,  of  the 
four  hundred  and  twenty  or  four  hundred  and  thirty  species  of  tim- 
ber trees  which  are  found  in  the  United  States,  a  selection  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  was  made,  which  represent  those  probably  of 
importance  to  forestry.  These  were  exhibited  in  hand-specimens  of 
wood  blocks  and  botanical  specimens,  arranged  in  groups  and  pro- 
vided with  descriptive  labels,  so  that  the  beholder  could  at  once  study 
the  species  in  all  its  aspects.  The  labels,  showing  on  a  small  map  of 
North  America  the  field  of 'distribution  of  the  species,  were  mostly 
furnished  by  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  Now  York,  from  the 
well-known  Jessup  Collection.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  the  entire  set  of 
colored  plates  contained  in  Michaux*s  North  American  Forest  Flora 
is  exhibited. 

There  are  also  photographs  showing  the  characteristic  trees  of  our 
forest  flora.  To  show  the  anatomy  of  our  woods,  microscopic  sec- 
tions, transverse,  radial,  and  tangential,  of  twenty  species  were  en- 
larged one  hundred  times  and  photographed,  formmg  a  novel  and 
most  instructive  exhibit. 

A  collection  of  the  seeds  of  one  hundred  species  of  forest  trees  leads 
the  exhibits  in  subsection  B,  Forest  Culture,  and  a  neat  model  of  the 
tree-planter  above  referred  to  shows  the  manner  in  which  we  shall 
presently  clothe  our  prairies  and  plains  with  a  verdant  growth. 

The  most  unique  exhibit,  however,  is  a  collection  of  some  fifty  sets 
of  sections  taken  from  as  many  trees  at  different  heights,  which  show 
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the  rate  of  ^owth  of  the  various  species  usually  planted,  from  dif- 
ferent localities  of  the  countrv. 

This  exliibit  has  proved  full  of  a  large  amount  of  information  in 
regard  to  tree  growth,  which  I  regret  lack  of  space  does  not  allow  me 
to  dilate  upou  in  this  report,  but  which  will  form  a  valuable  contri- 
bution for  a  later  publication. 

Other  exhibits,  showing  the  size  and  quality  of  our  woods,  the 
barks  used  for  tanning — one  mammoth  piece  of  hemlock-bark  meas- 
uring 8  by  12  feet^ — the  methods  of  logging  and  tools  used  in  the 
lumbering  operations,  and  the  many  smaller  items,  maps,  photo- 
graphs, plans,  etc.,  it  would  lead  me  too  far  to  enumerate. 

Tne  limited  space  allowed  for  a  report  like  this  can  not  possibly 
contain  a  full  account  of  the  yrork  done  and  the  results  achieved  in 
a  year's  work  on  a  field  which  reaches  out  in  so  many  directions  as 
that  of  forestry. 

All  I  can  hope  to  do  is  to  show  to  the  reader  the  diversity  and 
variety  of  directions  in  which  the  attention  of  thils  Division  is 
called,  and  to  impress  upon  Congress  and  the  public,  as  I  have  tried 
in  my  former  report  to  do,  the  need  of  better  fa  cilities  for  doing 
the  useful  work  which  this  Division  could  perform  if  properly  en- 
dowed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  E.  Fernow, 
Chief  of  Forestry  Division. 

Hon.  Norman  ^.  Colman, 

Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
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Sir:  This  may  be  properly  classed  as  the  Primary  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  By  act  of  Congress,  Starch  3,  1839,  an 
appropriation  of  $1,000  was  taken  from  the  Patent  Office  fund,  which 
was  tnen  deemed  a  sufficient  amount  to  appropriate  *^for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  and  distributing  seeds,  prosecuting  agricTiltural 
investigations,  and  procuring  agricultural  statistics. "  It  was  by  this 
timely  and  important  act  of  Congress  that  the  Agricultural  Division 
of  the  Patent  Office  was  created. 

The  average  amount  expended  annually  during  the  fourteen  years 
dating  from  the  time  the  first  appropriation  was  made  until  1853, 
when  the  first  annual  appropriation  was  made  from  the  Treasury, 
did  not  exceed  $3,000.  In  1854  the  amount  appropriated  was  $35,000, 
which  has  been  gradually  increased  until  now  the  appropriation  to 
the  Seed  Division  alone,  for  the  distribution  of  seeds,  plants,  cut- 
tings, etc.,  exceeds  $100,000  annually. 

Tne  foundation  of  the  world's  prosperity  is  an  abundant  annual 
crop.  A  prime  basis  for  a  good  crop  is  good  seed.  If  we  would  in- 
crease the  annual  average  crop  of  wheat,  we  must  take  more  care  in 
the  selection  of  seed.  The  average  yield  per  acre  of  the  United 
States  is  about  12  bushels,  while  the  average  yield  in  Great  Britain 
is  28  bushels.     To  add  a  single  bushel  per  acre  to  the  annual  wheat 

S'eld  in  America  increases  the  income  of  the  farmers  to  a  sum  equal 
about  $40,000,000. 

The  average  yield  of  com  per  acre,  according  to  statistical  re- 
ports, is  about  24  bushels.  The  total  yield  is  now  about  1,700,000,000 
Dushels  a  year.  With  a  little  more  care  in  the  selection  of  seed,  and 
more  thorough  cultivation,  this  product  can  be  increased  one-third, 
which  would  amount  to  a  sum  so  vast  as  to  seem  incredible.  Other 
leading  crops  can  be  increased  in  the  same  proportion  by  the  careful 
selection  otseed  and  more  thorough  cultivation. 

A  recent  writer  tells  us  **that  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  the  meas- 
ure of  its  capability  for  supporting  vegetable  and  animal  life,  and  on 
this  depends  much  of  the  growth  ana  prosperity  of  a  country."  If 
this  be  so,  it  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  that  the  agricTiltural  in- 
terests of  a  country  should  be  made  its  first  consideration.  The  fact 
is  beginning  to  be  recognized  that  the  problems  which  the  farmer  of 
to-day  must  solve  are  more  intricate  than  those  to  be  solved  in  any 
other  occupation.  Thej  are  as  deep  as  the  mysteries  of  vegetable 
and  animal  life,  aiwi  their  solution  is  a  matter  of  such  careful  sci- 
entific investigation  that  the  ordinary  farmer  could  not  use  or  in- 
terpret them  any  more  than  the  scientist  could,  without  practice, 
guide  the  plow  and  "lay  the  furrows  straight  and  smooth.' 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  various  problems  to  be  solved 
by  the  agriculturists  mail  parts  of  our  great  coimtry  is  the  improve- 
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ment  of  the  pastures  and  meadows.  With,  the  increased  demand  for 
grasses  and  forage  plants  the  Department  has  made  a  special  effort 
to  meet  the  want,  and  to  secure  those  varieties  possessing  Ibhe  gn^eatest 
merit  and  to  distribute  them  in  the  locaUties  aj)parentlyl)est  adapted  ' 
for  their  general  cultivation.  The  distribution  of  Florida-grown 
Teosinte  by  the  Department  has  proved  to  be  a  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection. The  ffreatly  increased  production  of  this  seed  in  Florida 
and  in  the  localities  contiguous  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  has  reduced 
the  price  sufficiently  to  warrant  the  planting  of  a  large  acreage  for 
forage.  Heretofore  the  seed  has  been  imported,  and  the  high  price 
at  which  it  was  held  deterred  many  from  planting.  The  reports 
received  in  this  Division  indicate  its  special  value  as  a  forage  plant. 
Judge  Miller,  of  BlufiEton,  Mo.,  writes; 

It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  forage  plants  of  recent  introduction.  One  single 
grain  in  a  hill  in  good  soil  will  produce  a  mass  of  shoots  that  is  astonishing.  Cattle 
and  horses  eat  it  greedily,  both  leaves  and  stalks.  I  made  a  calculation  that  an  acre 
would  yield  70  tons  of  green  feed. 

It  will  unquestionably  become  a  paying  crop,  and  as  a  forage 
plant  has  hardly  an  equal.  But  few  species  ot  noxious  weeds  or 
plants  can  liveimder  its  dense  shade,  and  it  completely  exterminates 
many  of  them  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years. 

Kaffir  com  has  also  been  a  success  as  a  forage  plant,  and  has 
flourished  from  Maine  to  Florida,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pa- 
cific. It  is  easily  cured  and  produces  uniform  heads  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  Serredella,  a  fodder  plant  introduced  by  the  Department  from 
Russia,  is  comparatively  little  known,  but  gives  promise  of  being  of 
value  in  some  localities.  The  Hairy  Vetch  (Vicia  viUosa),  a  native 
of  Persia,  it  is  thought  will  become  a  valuable  addition  to  the  forage 
plants  in  the  winter-wheat-producing  districts.  It  grows  thrif tOy 
and  blossoms  profusely,  and  is  therefore  an  excellent  plant  for  bee 
pasturage. 

The  Alfalfa  clover  (Lucerne),  which  has  been  widely  distributed 
by  the  Department  during  the  past  four  years,  is  likely  to  be  more 
generally  cultivated  than  it  has  been  heretofore. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Department  whose  farm  is  in  the  James 
River  Valley,  Virginia,  gives  the  following  as  his  experience  with  it: 

On  a  field  of  10  acres,  fcliat  had  been  well  cleaned  the  previous  year,  I  sowed  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April,  1885,  25  pounds  of  Alfalfa  to  the  acre.  It  came  up  quickly 
and  kept  down  the  weeds,  making  finer  hay  than  when  it  is  sowed  too  thinly.  The 
first  summer  I  cut  it  once  and  got  about  1  ton  to  the  acre.  Last  year  I  cut  it  three 
times  and  got  some  4i  tons  per  acre.  This  j^ear  I  have  cut  it  already  three  times 
which  wiU  make  at  least  5  tons  per  acre,  and  it  is  about  ready  to  cut  a  fourth  time 
which  will  vield  about  1  ton  per  acre.  That  will  make  in  all  some  6  tons  per  acre 
this  season,  Imt  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  grown  on  very  rich  James  River 
bottom  land.  My  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep  all  seem  to  like  Alfalfa,  and  I  think  it 
improves  the  land  more  than  any  other  hay  crop. 

Some  time  since,  a  correspondent  of  the  QreenviUe  Times  (Miss.) 
made  the  following  statements  in  regard  to  Lespedeza,  or  Japan 
clover: 

I  have  seen  a  Uttle  patch  of  this  clover  in  the  midst  of  a  large  sedge-grass  field 
gradually  kill  the  former  out  and  convert  an  otherwise  useless  area  into  a  smiling 
meadow.  Strange  to  say,  wliile  it  kills  out  all  other  grasses,  it  can  be  easilv  exter- 
minated itself.  In  some  cases  even  Bermuda  has  been  known  to  succumb  to  its 
rapacity.  Stock  fatten  and  keep  sleek  on  this  clover,  and  parties  well  acquainted 
with  its  merits  say  they  get  25  per  cent,  more  cream  from  tlie  milk  f umishea  by  the 
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cows  that  graze  on  this  ^rass  than  any  other  food.  A  qualitative  analysis  was  made 
of  this  cloTer  at  the  Agricultural  College,  and  the  result  showed  that  it  contained  73 
ger  cent,  of  nutritious  substances,  as  compared  with  the  51  ^  cent,  of  Northern 
Timothy.  It  is  even  claimed  that  it  acts  as  a  fertilizer,  enriching  the  ground  from 
which  it  springs.  Itjdies  down  in  November,  and  in  early  March  is  again  showing 
itp  green  branches. 

N.  W.  McLain,  a^ent  of  the  apicultural  section  of  the  Entomo- 
logical Division,  stationed  at  Hinsdale,  111.,  writes  thus  tp  the  De- 
partment regarding  the  Chapman  Honey  Plant: 

The  Echinopa  spherocephalus,  a  plant  native  in  Central  France,  is  now,  by  com- 
mon consent,  oecoming  known  in  tne  United  States  as  the  Chapman  Honey  Plant, 
on  account  of  Mi".  Chapman,  of  Versailles,  N.  Y.,  being  the  iirst  to  cultivate  the 
plant  in  the  United  States,  and  first  to  call  the  attention  of  those  engaged  in  bee- 
keeping to  its  value  as  a  honey-plant.  The  plant  grows  from  3  to  4  feet  high,  each 
root  and  stem  bears  from  six  to  twelve  branches,  and  each  branch  stands  upright, 
crowned  with  a  round  ball,  the  entire  surface  of  which  is  covered  at  the  tune  of 
blooming  with  small  white  flowers  having  bluish  stamens.  The  stalks  and  leaves 
very  closely  resemble  those  of  the  thistle,  but  the  crown  is  aptly  described  by  its  bo- 
tamcal  name,  round-headed,  and  in  appearance  like  a  hedge-hog.  The  time  of 
blooming  \b  from  and  after  July  15;  the  term  of  blooming  is  from  eight  to  fourteen 
days,  varied  by  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  season,  llie  term  of  blooming  may,  * 
however,  be  prolonged  four  or  five  weeks  by  cutting  back  a  portion  of  the  plants. 
This  fact  is  significant  when  estimating  the  value  of  this  plant  to  the  honey  pro- 
ducer. This  plant  stands  among  the  very  first  as  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
honey  to  be  obtained  from  one  source.  The  plant  is  hardy,  easily  propa^ted  and 
perennial,  and  floiudshes  on  poor  or  good  soil,  and  tliere  is  no  danger  of  it  becoming 
a  pest  or  noxious  weed.  The  seed  must  be  scattered  in  waste  places  or  sown  like 
onion  seed.  It  does  not  bloom  until  the  second  season,  and,  as  it  does  not  spread,  is 
easily  exterminated.  Frequently  eight  or  ten  bees  may  be  seen  at  one  time  on  a 
single  crown,  and  by  actual  count  2,185  separate  visits  have  been  made  by  bees  to  a 
single  head  or  crown  in  one  day,  from  5  o^clock  a.  m.  to  7  o'clock  p.  m. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
made  an  earnest  effort  to  disseminate  as  widely  as  possible  such  va- 
rieties of  wheat  and  other  grains  as  were  deemed  to  be  specially 
adapted  to  particular  localities,  and  has  received  numerous  reports 
from  the  growers,  indicating  that  many  of  them  are  likely  to  prove 
very  valuable.  Complaiat  has  been  made  that  a  single  quart  is  too 
small  an  amount  for  trial.  Nevertheless  one  quart  or  seed  properly 
sown,  broadcast  or  in  drills,  wUl  occupy  5  square  rods  of  ground,  or 
a  thirty-second  part  of  an  acre.  From  this  60  to  100  pounds  of 
wheat  can  be  produced.  This  quantity,  when  re-sown,  ought  to  pro- 
duce from  20  w  30  bushels,  so  that  the  entire  neighborhood  can  be 
quickly  supplied  with  it,  provided  it  proves  to  be  specially  adapted 
to  the  locality. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Department  to  distribute  enough  seed  to  thor- 
oughly test  each  valuable  variety  of  wheat,  com,  barley,  oats,  or 
other  cereal  in  every  Congressional  district  in  which  it  is  probable 
that  they  can  be  successfully  grown.  The  increased  production  per 
acre,  and  the  greater  weight  per  bushel  of  a  superior  qualitjr  that 
has  resulted  from  the  distribution  by  the  Department,  would,  if  the 
facts  could  be  aggregated,  convince  the  most  skeptical  of  its  value 
to  the  country  at  large.  The  value  of  the  seed  distribution  is  best 
evidenced  by  the  records  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Department. 
For  instance,  in  that  of  1868  it  is  shown  that  the  wheat  crop  reached 
224,036,600  bushels;  acreage,  18,460,132;  average  yield  per  acre,  12.1 
.bushels;  value  of  crop,  $319,195,290;  average  price  per  bushel,  $1.42. 

The  reports  of  experiments  with  Tappahannock  wheat  distributed 
by  the  Department  show  an  average  yield  per  acre  of  25  bushels;  the 
total  yield  at  that  rate,  on  the  acreage  of  1868,  would  be  461,503,300 
AG  88 41  . 
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bushels,  an  increase  of  237,466,700  bushels,  which,  at  $1.42  per  bushel, 
would  be  a  money- value  increase  of  $337, 202, 714.  If  this  wheat  were 
to  take  the  place  of  other  varieties,  however,  and  should  be  sown  as 
the  general  crop  is  now  sown,  without  the  special^care  usual  in  ex- 
perimenting, the  average  yield  would,  of  course,  fall  below  25  bush- 
els: but  if  the  average  increase  per  acre  could  be  raised  to  15  bushels 
(a  low  estimate  for  the  Tappahannock)  the  increase  in  bushels  would 
be  55,380,396:  in  money  value,  $78,640,162. 

Immediately  after  the  introduction  of  theFultz  wheat  in  1871,  into 
nearly  every  county  of  Virginia,  from  forty  experiments,  in  nearly 
as  many  counties,  the  lowest  yield  reported  was  15  bushels  to  the 
acre,  while  the  average  yield  was  30  bushels.  The  average  yield  of 
the  wheat  crop  in  Virginia  in  1871  was  8  bushels  per  acre,  and  the 
price  was  $1.39  per  bushel,  making  a  total  valuation  $8,852,910.  If 
the  Fultz  wheat  had  been  exclusively  sown,  and  the  average  yield 
had  been  but  15  bushels  per  acre,  a  gain  of  only  7  bushels,  the  re- 
sulting increase  of  the  value  of  the  wheat  crop  would  have  been 
,  $7,746,896,  or  about  one-auarter  enough  to  pay  the  existing  State 
'  debt.  As  the  direct  result  of  the  very  general  distribution  of  im- 
proved varieties,  the  increase  in  the  average  yield  of  wheat  during  the 
years  1878,  1879,  1880  was  2  bushels  per  acre.  This  in  forty  mulion 
acreage  yearly  would  be  80,000,000  bushels  increase,  or  again  to  the 
coimtry  of  about  $75,000,000  annually. 

Whe^  has  ever  been  considered  an  important  crop  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  world,  and  has,  in  many  instances,  been  the  measure  of 
their  prosperity;  bur  own  country  has  been  no  exception  to  this  rule. 
The  CTeat  increase  of  the  wheat  crop  of  the  Unitea  States  is  owing 
largely,  among  other  causes,  to  the  opening  up  of  the  ^eat  grain 
fields  of  the  Northwest,  its  cash  value  as  an  export,  and  its  adapta* 
bility  to  a  great  variety  of  soils.  DiflEerent  localities  require  different 
varieties,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  differences  in  soil  and  cli- 
mate cause  such  changes  in  the  character  of  well-known  varieties  as  to 
make  them  vary  greatly  in  their  agricultural  values.  The  demand 
for  new  kinds  for  the  purpose  of  testing  their  value  is  constantly 
increasing. 

It  is  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Department  not  only  to  carefully 
note  the  results  of  climatic  changes  on  well-known  varieties,  but  to 
introduce  those  best  suited  to  the  oifferent  sections  of  our  wide-spread 
territory.  An  examination  of  the  results,  as  drawn  from  the  reports 
received  by  this  Department  on  the  varieties  distributed,  proves  the 
excellence  of  Sibley  s  New  Golden,  Martin's  Amber,  and  the  Good, 
and  their  adaptability  to  our  climate  and  soil.  These  varieties  have 
commanded  attention  from  their  earliness,  the  quality  of  their  grains, 
and  their  freedom  from  rust. 

The  Fulcaster,  now  being  spoken  of  with  imiversal  commendation, 
is  a  hardy  and  prolific  wheat.  It  is  a  hybrid  of  two  of  our  most  cele- 
brated, time-tested,  and  hardy  wheats,  viz,  Fultz  and  Lancaster,  as 
it  has  the  straw,  chaff,  and  peculiar  eight-row  head  of  the  Fultz,  with 
the  hardiness,  long  berry,  and  beards  of  the  Lancaster,  really  pos- 
sessing all  the  good  qualities  of  both.  This  wheat  has  a  stiff  wnite 
straw  that  will  stand  up  well  under  almost  any  circumstances ;  a  white 
bearded  chaff  that  clings  to  the  grain,  not  shattering  easily;  heads 
lon^  and  massive,  filled  with  the  large,  plump,  flinty,  lon^-berry 
grains.  It  ripens  from  three  to  six  days  earlier  ilian  most  other  va- 
rieties, and  the  yield  is  said  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  Fultz.  The 
originator  also  claims  for  it  superior  milling  qualities.    This  wheat 
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was  originated  in  the  Cumberland  and  Shenandoah  Valley  region, 
one  of  the  finest  winter-wheat  sections  of  the  United  States. 

The  oat  crop  of  18G8  was  254,960,800  bushels;  acreage,  9,665,736; 
average  yield  per  acre,  36.3  bushels;  value  of  crop,  $142,484,910;  av- 
erage price  per  bushel,  55  cents.  Reports  of  experiments  with  the 
Excelsior  oats,  a  new  variety,  introduced  by  the  Department,  show 
an  average  production  of  40  bushels  per  acre,  60  bushels  not  being 
an  uncommon  yield.  Estimating  the  average  yield,  if  generally  in- 
troduced, at  30.3  bushels,  an  increase  of  4  bushels  per  acre  over  the 
average  yield  of  1868,  and  the  addition  to  the  wealth  of  the  country 
in  the  item  of  oats  Would  be  38,662,944  bushels,  or  $21,264,619. 

The  weight  of  the  product  of  the  Excelsior  oats  for  a  few  years 
after  their  introduction  may  be  fairly  averaged  at  20  per  cent,  above 
the  common  varieties,  estimating  the  latter  at  30  pounds  to  the  bushel 
and  the  former  at  36,  although  m  many  cases  40  and  45  pounds  per 
measured  bushel  have  been  reported.  Add  20  per  cent,  to  the  sum 
above  ascertained,  and  an  increase  will  be  shown  of  $25,517,542. 

The  increase  in  yield  of  oats  by  the  introduction  of  improved  va- 
rieties, imported  or  grown  in  localities  especially  adapted  to  their 
growth,  has  been  from  10  to  30  bushels  per  acre,  sufficient  to  pay  the 
entire  cost  of  growing  the  crop,  thus  leaving  the  usual  average  crop 
one  of  clear  gaii;  to  the  producer. 

The  outlook  for  the  tobacco-grower  has  not  been  materially  im- 
proved since  the  previous  report  from  this  Division  was  issued. 

The  production  of  inferior  and  low  grades  of  tobacco  still  con- 
tinues; and  by  far  too  large  a  per  cent,  of  the  crop  of  1888  is  sold  for 
less  than  the  actual  cost  of  production.  One  cause  of  this  condition 
of  affairs  is  that  too  little  attention  is  given  to  the  careful  selection  of 
seed.  Maj.  R.  L.  Ragland,  who  is  regarded  as  the  best  authority  in 
this  country  of  the  best  method  of  producing  what  he  aptly  terms 
I)edigree  tobacco  seed,  says : 

Tobacco  seed  grown  and  saved  like  buckwheat,  i.  e.,  every  panicle  on  the  etalk 
allowed  to  remain  and  bear  capsules,  wiU  turn  out  double  the  quantity  in  yield  over 
seed  plants  trimmed  of  all  their  lower  branchee,  and  only  three  or  four  at  oiost  of  the 
top  ones  allowed  to  bear  seed.  The  pruning  process,  however,  is  the  proper  mode, 
for  by  it  the  seed  capsules  are  larger,  the  whole  force  of  the  plant  is  directed  to  the 
formation  of  fewer  capsules  with  seeds  of  higher  vitality,  which  may  be  more  surely 
reUed  upon  to  transmit  their  peculiar  good  qualities.  Seed  thus  grown  is  more  re- 
liable in  every  essential  quality,  and  sliould  never  be  classed  with  seed  grown  after 
the  old  methods. 

In  view  of  the  present  somewhat  depressed  condition  of  the  to- 
bacco market,  the  proposition  to  reduce  the  acreage,  as  a  memedy,  is 
by  no  means  as  feasible  a  one  as  that  of  a  fixed  and  united  determi- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  growers  to  plant  only  the  choicest  seed, 
irrespective  of  the  price,  inasmuch  as  the  amount  necessary  to^  be 
expended  for  sufficient  seed  to  plant  a  large  area  is  relatively  very 
small.  The  first  step  to  be  taken  is  that  of  procui*ing  seed  from 
growers  in  localities  where  it  attains  its  highest  perfection.  Good 
seed,  good  soil,  good  cultivation,  and  therefore  mtelligent,  skilled 
manipulation  will  surely  result  in  the  production  of  a  fine  stajile  that 
will  always  sell  at  remunerative  prices. 

In  the  annual  report  of  this  Division  for  1887  a  brief  allusion  was 
made  to  the  recent.boom  in  tobacco,  especially  in  Florida.  The  De- 
partment, ever  cognizp-nt  of  the  growmg  needs  of  the  country,  has 
this  year  given  si)ecial  attention  to  the  procuring  of  new  varieties, 
or  those  tobaccos  which  seem  best  adapted  to  the  differept  tobacco- 
raising  States, 
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The  improvement  in  all  varieties  has  been  strongly  marked  in  the 
last  decade,  and  old  varieties  with  but  few  exceptions  are  fast  going 
out  of  use  as  better  ones  are  being  introduced. 

What  the  tobacco-growing  re^ons  of  the  United  States  now  need 
are  better  facilities  for  curing,  with  a  better  Tinderstanding  of  the  best 
methods  of  handling,  if  tobacco  is  to  continue  to  be  one  of  the  great 
money  crops  of  this  country.  Tobacco  requires  early  planting.  Ex- 
periments made  in  southern  Florida  with  Deli  Sumatra  and  other 
varieties,  by  planting  seed  from  January  15  to  March  15,  to  find 
which  months  were  the  most  suitable  for  tobacco  planting,  have 
proved  conclusively  that  the  earlier  is  the  most  successful.  Traais- 
planting  should  not  be  later  than  April  5  or  6,  as  later  the  rays  of 
the  sun  become  too  strong,  and  if*  the  crop  is  not  harvested  by  the 
middle  of  August  the  tobacco-worm  becomes  so  numerous  as  to  de- 
stroy the  whole  crop  despite  the  greatest  care. 

There  is  no  question  as  to  the  adaptiveness  of  soil  and  climate  of 
our  Southern  States  to  the  cultivation  of  the  finest  grades  of  Cuba 
tobacco.  Sumatra,  Vuelta  Abajo,  Imported  Havana,  and  the  Per- 
sian appear  to  be  among  the  choice  varieties.  The  Sumatra  and 
Vuelta  have  yielded  from  800  to  1,000  pounds  per  acre  in  Florida 
during  the  past  season,  which  yield  will  be  largely  increased  when 
farmers  become  more  familiar  with  the  most  approved  methods  of 
culture. 

Sumatra  excels  as  cigar-wrappers,  being  described  as  "fine  as  split 
silk,  tough  as  whalebone,"  ana  the  Vuelta  is  equally  as  fine  for  fillers. 
An  interesting  fact  in  regard  to  the  Sumatra  has  been  sent  to  the 
Department  by  Hon.  Ramon  O.  Williams,  consul-general  at  Havana. 
It  IS  this:  Messrs.  H.  Upman  &  Co.,  an  old  German  tobacco  house  of 
Havana,  state  that  twenty-five  years  ago  they  executed  an  order  for 
tobacco  seeds  received  from  the  Government  of  Holland.  This  seed 
was  sown  as  an  experiment  in  the  island  of  Sumatra,  and  the  su- 
perior leaf  now  produced  in  that  island  is  extensively  used  in  Europe 
and  the  United  States  for  cigar- wrappers. 

A  reliable  correspondent  of  this  Department  writes  with  regard  to 
his  experiments  with  the  Vuelta  Abajo  (imported)  in  Copiah  County, 
Miss.,  as  follows: 

It  proved  to  be  as  fine  in  flavor  and  size  of  leaf  as  any  ever  produced  in  the  isktnd 
of  Cuba.  Some  of  the  leaves  were  taken  to  New  Orleans  and  given  to  an  expert 
cigar-maker,  who  made  them  up  as  an  experiment,  and  thev  proved  equal  in  evearf 
respect  to  the  finest  imported  Havana.  It  was  exceedinglv  aifomatic,  even  when 
smoked  in  a  pipe.  I  can  affirm  that  from  imported  s^  the  Vuelta  Abajo  in 
central  and  southern  Mississippi  grows  as  luxuriantly  and  produces  as  fine  a  quality 
as  that  grown  in  Cuba. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  not  been  unmindful  of  its  duty 
to*  the  American  tobacco-growers,  for  the  selection  of  seeds  sent  to 
every  section  to  which  they  are  now  Jaiown  to  be  best  adapted  has 
created  an  unprecedented  inquiry  for  the  Department  tobacco  seeds. 

During  the  past  year  especial  attention  has  been  given  to  securing 
a  liberal  supply  of  such  varieties  of  grains,  grasses,  and  forage  plants 
for  distribution  as  have  attracted  particular  notice  in  the  localities 
where  they  are  indigenous  or  have  been  originated  by  careful  selec- 
tion, hybridization,  or  otherwise.  When  properly  labeled  and  ready 
for  distribution  they  have  been  sent  to  the  different  localities  where 
the  soil  and  climatic  conditions  seemed  to  warrant  their  general  cul- 
tivation. These  efforts,  judging  from  the  flattering  letters  of  m)- 
proval  that  have  been  received,  mdicate  the  high  appreciation  of  the 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


8BED   DIVISION.  649 

eflforts  of  the  Commissioner,  which  have  been  so  promptly  seconded 
by  this  Division. 

The  greatly  increased  testimony  of  the  recipients  of  Department 
seeds  during  the  past  year  is  indicative  of  the  great  utility  and  pub- 
lic economy  of  the  present  distribution  of  seeds. 

It  is  a  fixed  principle  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  push 
the  dissemination  of  new  varieties  until  they  are  widely  enough  dis- 
tributed to  ascertain  their  adaptability  or  non-adaptability  to  all 
localities  in  the  United  States.  As  soon  as  this  is  accomplished  the 
practice  is  discontinued.  For  this  reason  the  national  distribution 
should,  it  seems  to  me,  be  of  more  advantage  than  disadvantage  to 
the  leading  seedsmen  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  direct  benefits  resulting  from  the  distribution  of  Department 
seeds,  wcAild,  if  aggregated,  represent  more  millions  than  the  seed 
has  ever  cost  in  thousands,  in  any  year  of  its  existence.  Wherever 
a  marked  increase  of  crops  has  occurred  the  result  has  generally  been 
attributed  to  the  new  and  improved  varieties  of  seed  distributed. 
The  statement  is  frequently  made  by  correspondents  that  the  seed 
received  by  them  had  increased  the  yield  of  crops  from  10  to  60  per 
cent.  The  records  of  the  Department  teem  with  evidences  of  the 
money  value  of  the  increased  production  due  to  the  introduction  of 
new  seeds. 

Many  indirect  factors  of  great  general  value  can  also  be  secured  by 
a  study  of  results  of  seed  distribution.  The  benefits  obtained  from 
a  mere  change  of  seed  from  one  climate  to  another,  or  from  one  kind 
of  soil  to  another,  are  sometimes  very  marked.  The  records  of  the 
Department  show  that  on  farms  where  the  wheat  crop,  from  an  aver- 
age of  24  bushels  per  acre,  has  gradually  diminished  to  20  bushels  or 
less  per  acre,  a  change  of  seed  again  run  up  the  crop  to  its  former 
leverage  maximum  yield,  thus  indicating  that  a  diminishing  produc- 
tion is  not  always  attributable  to  soil  deterioration  alone,  and  that  a 
systematic  rotation  of  seed  exchange  is  a  potent  factor  in  maintain- 
ing the  productive  capacity  of  the  soil. 

Not  the  least  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  introduction  of 
new  varieties  of  seed  is  the  mixed  and  varied  husbandry  made  possible 
thereby.  In  no  Department  of  the  General  Government  nas  the 
expenditure  of  so  small  a  sum  been  productive  of  as  much  good  as 
that  expended  in  the  introduction  and  dissemination  of  valuable 
seeds  and  plants. 

Nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
nation  than  the  wide  dissemination  of  imperfect  seed,  and  that  which 
is  imtrue  to  name,  either  by  professional  seedsmen  or  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Department.  It  would  be  a  great  gain  for  American  farm- 
ers, truckers,  and  gardeners  if  more  seedsmen  would  exemplify  by 
their  practice  the  principle  that**  honest  dealing  is  the  only  basis 
for  permanent  prospjerity.'^ 

A  prominent  fact  in  connection  with  the  purchase  and  distribution 
of  seeds,  as  now  conducted  by  the  Departn^ent  of  Agricidture,  is  that 
it  has  ceased  to  receive  old  and  worthless  refuse  seeds;  for  all  those 
that  will  not  stand  the  test  to  which  they  are  now  systematically 
subjected  are  promptly  rejected.  As  the  method  of  testing  the  seeds 
adopted  September,  1885,  is  a  successful  one  in  every  essential  par- 
ticular, it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  discontinued,  but  that  the  sys- 
tem will  be  still  further  perfected.  The  seed-testing  apparatus  now 
in  use  consists  of  two  heavy  block-tin  pans,  17  inches  in  length  by  12 
in  width  and  2i  in  depth.    These  pans  are  painted  inside  and  out. 
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Two  and  one-eiglith  inches  from  the  bottoms  of  the  pans  a  ledge 
half  a  inch  in  width  is  soldert^d  to  the  sides.  It  is  upon  these  that 
the  ends  of  the  brass  rods  rest  which  supi)ort  the  V-shaped  pockets 
which  reach  nearly  to  the  bottoms  of  the  pans.  The  brass  wires  No. 
9  size,  are  each  llf  inches  in  length.  To  make  the  pockets,  take  two 
strips  of  unbleached  thin  muslin^  each  lOj  by  2i  inches,  and  turn  a 
hem  seven-sixteenths  of  an  inch  on  each  and  then  stitch  the  two  pieces 
together  li  inches  from  the  unhemmed  edge.  The  supporting  rods 
are  passed  through  the  hems  and  project  half  an  inch  beyond  the 
ends  of  the  pockets.  The  bottoms  of  the  pans  are  covered  to  the 
depth  of  half  an  inch  or  more  with  water  so  that  the  lower  edges  of 
the  pockets  come  in  contact  with  it,  and  the  seed  is  kept  moist  by 
means  of  capillary  attraction.  The  seeds  to  be  tested,  numbering 
25,  60,  or  100,  are  placed  within  the  muslin  trough  ana  nJoistened, 
and  each  pan  is  then  placed  near  the  window  and  each  is  covered 
with  a  heavy  pane  of  plate-glass.  The  date  the  test  is  begun  and 
closed  is  carefully  noted,  as  well  as  the  per  cent,  of  the  seeds  that 
have  germinated.  For  use  on  the  farm,  for  determining  the  vital- 
ity of  corn,  grass,  clover,  and  other  seeds,  any  comparatively  shallow 
San  Will  answer  the  purpose,  j>rovided  the  depth  of  the  pockets  is 
iminished,  as  the  ends  of  tlie  rods  can  rest  on  the  sides  of  the  pan 
and  an  ordinary  pane  of  glass  can  be  used  as  a  cover  to  retain  the 

S roper  degree  of  heat  and  moisture.  By  this  method  the  proper 
egree  of  ventilation  will  be  given,  and  the  side  ledges  2^  inches 
from  the  bottom  of  the  pan  can  be  dispensed  with.  If  the  pan  is 
supplied  with  water  the  plants  will  continue  to  grow,  and  the  pock- 
ets through  which  the  roots  will  have  pencitrated,  can,  after  the  wires 
are  withdrawn,  be  subdivided  with  a  pair  of  scissors  and  the  plants 
be  transplanted  with  the  pieces  of  cloth,  and  their  growth  will  there- 
after be  rapid  and  contintious  if  the  season  and  the  necessary  con- 
ditions are  at  all  favorable.  By  this  method  not  only  can  the  pur- 
chase of  worthless  seeds  be  obviated,  but  if  already  purchased  the 
proper  amount  of  grass  and  other  seeds  to  sow  to  the  acre  may  be 
definitely  determined  even  though  one-quarter  or  one4hird  of  the 
seed  possesses  no  vitality  whatever. 

It  IS  believed  by  many  progressive  agriculturists  in  this  country 
that  the  time  has  arrived  for  establishing  what  are  termed  seed-ex- 
amination stations.  These  stations  are  needed  fully  as  much  as  those 
for  fertilizers,  several  of  the  latter  of  which  are  now  doing  excellent 
work  in  connection  with  various  agricultural  colleges  located  in  States 
where  commercial  fertilizers  are  bein^  generally  used.  The  con* 
stantly  increasing  amount  of  adulteration  that  is  being  practiced, 
especially  in  grass,  clover,  and  other  field  seeds,  has  created  ft 
pressing  demand  for  them.  The  losses  which  annually  accrue  to 
the  agriculturists  from  the  use  of  poor  or  nearly  worthless  seeds  are 
greatly  underestimated,  and  would,  if  aggregated,  annually  amount 
to  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  The  failure  to  obtain 
a  good  *'catoh"  or  "stand"  is  almost  invariably  attributed  to  the 
season  or  other  causes  instead  of  the  real  one,  that  of  too  large  ft 
proportion  of  worthless  seed.  Good  seed,  good  soil,  and  good  cul- 
tivation are  essential  elements  if  success  in  farming  or  gardening  iB 
to  be  attained. 

No  State  should  be  without  its  seed-examination  station,  which 
should,  in  connection  with  the  experiment  station,,  take  up  this 
special  line  of  work  and  carry  it  forward.  Seedsmen  would  be  ben- 
efited, and  the  wise  agriculturist  would,  when  he  has  occarion  to 
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purchase  seed,  buy  only  from  seedsmen  who  are  interested  in  the 
success  of  this  enterprise,  or  who  are  willing  to  have  the  seed  which 
is  grown  or  handled  by  them  impartially  tested  by  acknowledged  ex- 
perts before  a  sale  is  made. 

A  seed-control  station  of  this  kind  was  established  in  Austria  in 
1880.  It  is  now  under  the  direct  superintendence  of  the  Agricult- 
ural Society  of  Vienna,  and  the  scope  of  its  work  has  been  enlarged 
by  adding  to  the  control  of  seeds  the  additional  scientific  work  of 
determining  the  feeding  value  of  various  feeding  substances  and 
other  scientific  work  of  similar  character.  The  examination  of  seed 
had  become  a  necessity  on  account  of  the  increased  tendency  on  the 
part  of  unscrupulous  seedsmen  and  seed-growers  to  adulterate  fresh 
seed  with  that  which  was  old  and  worthless.  A  small  per  cent,  of 
impure  seeds  means  very  many  in  a  bushel. 

.  As  soon  as  the  Vienna  Seea  Control  Station  began  the  examina- 
tion and  thorough  test  of  the  samples  received  from  various  growers 
and  dealers  it  became  apparent  to  the  leading  seedsmen  that  the 
proper  course  for  them  to  pursue  was  to  sell  only  such  seeds  as  had 
Been  analyzed  by  the  station.  The  seeds  to  be  tested  are  numbered 
1,  2,  3,  4,  etc.,  and  are  forwarded  by  the  purchaser  to  the  station, 
the  name  of  the  grower  or  of  the  seedsman  being  withheld  from  the 
managers  of  the  station.  If  the  seeds  have  more  than  a  certain  i>er 
cent,  of  weed  seeds,  or  if  less  than  a  given  per  cent,  of  the  varie- 
ties tested  germinate,  the  buyer  can  retui'n  the  seeds  to  the  party 
from  whom  he  received  them  and  have  the  purchase  money  re- 
funded. Many  of  the  most  reliable  see<lsmen  from  other  countries 
have  already  opened  correspondence  with  the  superintendent  of  the 
Vienna  Seed  Control  Station. 


COHDEHSED  EEPOBTS  FBOM  COBBESPOlTDEirrS. 

ALABAMA. 

Corn. — ^The  "White  Giant  Normandy  matured  early  and  was  eoiial  to  if  not 
superior  to  any  that  has  been  raised  in  this  State.  The  Champion  White  Pearl  is 
a  general  favorite. 

Oats, — We  need  a  rust-proof  variety  for  this  climate,  yet  the  Burpee's  Welcxjme 
has  been  succecwfully  raised  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State. 

Wheat— Yery  little  wheat  is  raised  in  Alabama  as  it  is  liable  to  be  injured  by  rusv. 
The  Fulcaster  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  varieties  for  general  cultivation  re- 
cently introduced. 

Teosinte, — Grew  finely  and  is  an  excellent  fodder  plant,  and  its  popularity  is  on 
the  increase. 

Kaffir  com, — Is  a  drought  "  defter;"  it  is  very  vigorous  and  yields  abundantly. 

rooocco.— Havana  has  proved  a  valuable  variety  m  the  southern  part  of  the  State, 
and  in  exceptional  localities  throughout  the  State. 

Vegetables. — All  varieties  of  vegetables  thrive  here.  The  time  of  planting  varies 
somewhat  with  the  season,  lliere  is  a  growing  demand  for  early  varieties.  The 
best  veg<^bl68  raised  here  are  from  the  Department  seed,  which  rarely  if  ever  fail 
to  germinate.  Among  the  many  that  are  especially  successful  are  the  Long  Dark 
j^ood  Beet,  which  is  particularly  commended  as  very  fine  and  of  delicious  flavor. 
Some  of  Kolb's  Qeta  Water-mel<ms  weighed  40  poundis  each.  _ 

ARKANSAS. 

Com. — ^The  White  Giant  Normandy  and  the  Champion  White  Pfearl  matured  three 
weeks  earlier  than  common  com,  with  a  fine  vield  irom  both  varieties.  The  Pride 
Of  ^e  North  is  reported  as  being  50  per  cent,  better  than  other  varieties  under  the 
same  circumstances. 
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Cotton. — Peterkin's  Improved  made  the  best  cotton,  while  King's  Improved  pro* 
duced  a  larger  yield  of  superior  quality  and  resisted  drought  better  than  other  va- 
rieties tried.    Shines'  Early  Prolific  is  reported  as  being  very  early  and  jjroductive. 

Clover, — ^Alfalfa  grew  to  the  height  of  15  inches;  the  dry  weather  contmued  UDtU 
the  last  of  December;  after  two  weeks  of  warm  weather  the  clover  again  started 
and  grew  vigorously. 

Teosinte, — The  foliage  is  abundant  and  it  resists  the  drought  well. 

Tobacco. — The  Whitt  and  the  Orinoco  are  both  well  adapted  to  this  section;  the 
Orinoco  more  nearly  resembles  the  products  of  the  tobacco  r^ons  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  than  any  other  varieties  tried  in  this  State.  The  Sumatra  is  reported 
as  having  yielded  1,500  poimds  of  extra  quality. 

Oraaaes. — ^The  Johnson  was  not  cut  until  October;  it  reached  a  height  of  6  feet. 

Sorghum. — One-half  acre  planted  with  the  Early  Orange  without  manure  or  fer- 
tilizer made  99i  gallons  of  extra  sirup.  Three-fourths  of  the  molasses  made  in 
White  County  this  vear  was  made  from  Department  seed. 

Vegetablea. — Gardening  here  begins  in  February  and  March.  Among  the  vege- 
tables reported  as  giving  fine  results  are  the  Improved  Red  Valentine  Bean,  Ecllpee 
Beet,  Sure  Head  Cablmge,  Early  Chavigne  Lettuce,  and  Beaumont's  Wcxiaer 
Water-melon. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Com. — Only  the  early  varieties  of  com  mature  in  the  northern  part  of  California. 
In  the  southern  part  it  yields  an  abundant  crop.  The  chief  grains  in  the  northern 
section  of  the  State  are  barley,  oats,  and  eight-rowed  com. 

Oate. —Hargett's  White  has  been  very  successfully  raised  from  seed  sent  out  by  the 
Department. 

Kaffir  Com.— Was  cut  three  times,  notwithstanding  the  drought.  It  produced  a 
great  abundance  of  green  fodder  and  a  great  quantity  of  seed.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  forage  plants  ever  introduced  here,  both  fodder  and  mm. 

Vegetablea.— The  Chino  Valley  Champion  says;  "Among  the  reaUy  good  water- 
melons received  from  the  Department  or  Agriculture  is  the  Kolb's  Oem.  It  is  ouite 
large,  with  yellow  core  and  dark  seeds.  It  is  crisp  and  of  delicious  flavor.  Ripe 
ones  were  plucked  about  the  last  of  July,  and  a  second  crop  was  produced  after  that. 
The  vines  received  no  water  and  there  was  no  rain  after  that  which  fell  in  the  spring. 
Summer  Marrow  Squashes,  on  exhibition  at  the  chamber  of  commerce,  at  San 
Diego,  were  considenad  the  best  ever  produced  in  this  section*" 

COLORADO. 

Com. — ^Pride  of  the  North  has  been  cultivated  with  great  success  in  the  south- 
westem  part  of  the  State,  and  matured  earlier  than  other  varieties  tested. 

Oats. — Burpee's  Welcome  is  a  very  rapid  grower;  the  heads  were  fulL  This 
variety  is  free  from  rust  and  is  adapted  to  the  southwest. 

Sorghum. — ^The  Chinese  variety  is  well  adapted  to  this  part  of  the  State. 

Kaffir  Com. — ^Made  a  growth  of  about  5  feet  and  withstood  the  drought  well. 

Vegetables.— The  Sugar  Beet  did  very  well.  The  larger  the  seed,  the  larger  the 
beet.  Some  seeds  were  selected  for  size  and  produced  beets  that  averaged  12i 
pounds,  a  few  weighing  26  pounds.  The  beets  produced  from  the  smaller  seed 
planted  separately  weighed  from  2  to  5  poimds.  The  Hungarian  water-melons  were 
of  very  superior  quaU^. 

DAKOTA. 

Com. — From  1  quart  of  seed  of  the  Pride  of  the  North  were  raised  8  bushels  18 
pounds  of  good  sound  com,  enough  to  plant  25  acres  tiiis  year. 

Oats. — ^Burpee's  Welcome  sown  in  the  central  part  of  the  State  made  a  veij  large 
yield;  it  matures  early  and  has  full  heads  and  plump  stalk.  Hargett*s  White  also 
gave  satisfaction. 

Wheat  (spring).— The  White  Beardless  grows  vigorously.  The  leaves  are  lone  and 
broad;  15  stalks  are  frequently  developed  from  (me  grain,  and  each  head  contaming 
82  j^ump  grains. 

Ctot«r.— Alfalfa  grew  from  12  to  18  inches  in  height;  it  did  not  winter-kiU  like 
other  cloven.  Orchard  Grass  is  also  well  adapted  to  the  soil  of  Dakota;  it  lived 
through  the  winter;  both  varieties  appear  to  be  iust  what  Dakota  needs. 

Sorghum.— The  Early  Amber  made  a  remarkable  growth,  measuring  from  9  to  12 
feet  in  height,  and  produced  1  gallon  of  beautiful  amber-colored  sirup  to  8  gallons 
of  juice. 
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Vegetables, — ^Thoee  raised  from  Department  seed  were  ver^  fine.  Some  were  sent 
to  the  Territorial  fair  at  Mitchell,  and  after  the  fair  were  shipped  to  Boston,  Mass., 
to  give  Dakota  a  boom. 

The  All  Seasons  Cabbage  were  very  large  and  solid,  some  weighing  22  pomids. 
The  Alaska  Pea^  was  a  general  favorite. 

FLORIDA. 

Com, — The  White  Giant  Normandy  is  very  valuable  for  the  northwestern  part  of 
the  State,  and  proved  an  excellent  variety  for  general  cultivation,  and  is  good  both 
for  field  and  table. 

Clover. — The  Alfalfa  was  sown  in  rather  light  sandy  pine  land,  but  did  remark- 
ably well.    It  is  a  success  in  this  sandy  country. 

Teosinte, — It  should  be  planted  early  in  March  and  well  fertilized.  It  will  no 
doubt  lead  as  a  forage  plant.  Stock  like  it  better  than  millet.  The  blades  are  more 
numerous  than  on  com  and  are  both  broader  and  larger  than  those  of  the  latter. 
An  acre  of  teosinte  will  contain  as  manv  hills  as  an  acre  of  corn;  two  seeds  may  be 
planted  in  a  hill  and  from  each  seed  will  spring  from  ten  to  twenty  stalks. 

Cotton. — ^Peterkin's  Improved,  even  where  no  fertilizer  was  used,  made  800  pounds 
X>er  acre.    It  is  an  excellent  variety. 

To6acco.— The  reports  from  Florida  are  highlv  satisfactorv.  Sumatra  leads  some- 
what and  is  represented  as  being  a  very  valuable  crop,  v  uelta  Abajo  is  another 
favorite,  possessing  in  a  marked  degree  the  fine  flavor  of  Cuba  tobacco,  and  yield- 
ing from  800  to  1,000  pounds  per  acre.  Improved  Havana  proved  of  excellent  qual- 
ity and  largeyield,  the  leaf  when  drawn  through  the  hand  having  the  "  feel "  of  a 
kid  glove.  The  Persian  and  the  Cienfuegos  varieties,  with  the  exception  of  those 
named,  are  the  most  promising.  A  correspondent  from  southern  Florida  gives  as 
his  experience  the  fact  that  seed  in  this  latitude  may  be  sown  at  any  season  of  the 
year,  provided  it  is  shaded  when  the  sun  shines  very  hot.  If  one  happens  to  have 
I)lants  ready  to  set  out  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  rainy  season,  about  the 
time  of  the  autumnal  equinox,  a  good  crop  can  be  made  in  the  fall.  And  he  further 
states  that  he  has  had  plants  ripened  and  cut  at  Christmas. 

Vegetables, — Winter  and  sprmg  v^tables  form  two  classes  in  this  State.  The 
early  crop  is  increasing  with  tne  growing  demand  for  them  from  the  Northern  States, 
owing  to  the  better  facilities  for  transportation.  All  vegetables  grown  in  the  United 
States  can  be  cultivated  here  at  some  time  during  the  year.  Among  the  varieties 
spoiken  of  as  superior,  are  the  Maud  S.  Pea;  the  Alaska  and  Fill  Basket  varieties;  the 
Golden  Rose  and  Milan  Strap  Leaf  Turnip. 

GEORGIA. 

Com, — ^The  White  Giant  Normandy  is  a  most  important  addition  to  our  food  crop. 
It  is  a  ninety-day  field  com. 

Teosinte. — Produces  the  most  remarkable  growth  of  any  plant  known  in  this 
locality. 

Kaffir  Com, — Is  a  superior  grain  and  forage  plant. 

Cotton. — Cherry's  Long  Staple  madea  ^ood  crop.  Its  superiority  consisted  in  its 
long,  fine  fiber,  just  the  need  of  this  section. 

Sorghum. — ^The  most  productive  sorghum  for  this  section  is  the  Goose  Neck. 
It  is  late  in  maturing,  but  in  quality  andquantity  is  far  superior  to  the  others;  the 
sirup  resembles  the  West  India  cane.  When  well  maturely  6  gallons  of  juice  will 
make  1  of  sirup. 

Tdtxicco, — Imported  Havana,  Sumatra,  and  Vuelta  Abajo  are  all  well  adapted  to 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  State,  and  the  flavor  and  aroma  are  reported  as  being 
equal  to  those  of  the  genuine  Cuba. 

VegetcLbles, — ^There  has  been  much  improvement  in  this  section  in  ^dening 
withm  ten  or  fifteen  vears,  and  it  is  without  doubt  largely  due  to  the  distribution  of 
seeds  from  the  Department.  The  Beaumont's  Wonder  Water-melon  produced  some 
fruit  weiffhingt>ver  50  pounds.  All  Seasons  Cabbage  gave  great  satisfaction,  as  they 
withstood  alternate  floods  of  rain  and  the  extremeneat  of  the  sun. 

ILLINOIS. 

Com.— The  Golden  Beauty  will  prove  a  valuable  crop  in  this  section;  in  quality  it 
will  rank  100.    The  White  Giant  Normandy  makes  an  immense  growth. 

Oato.— In  the  west  central  part  of  Illinois  the  Burpee's  Welcome  was  cultivated 
with  great  BucceoB. 
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Wheat, — Sibley's  New  Golden  stood  the  winter  well,  came  out  evenly  and  pro- 
duced good  grain,  with  stiff,  erect  straw.  Three-fourths  of  an  acre  sown  with  Ger- 
man Emperor  yielded  28  bushels  of  good  grain. 

Sorghum.—The  Early  Orange  is  reported  as  superior  in  quantity  and  quality  to 
the  Early  Amber.  A  correspondent  from  this  State  writes,  **  5  acres  of  scn^hmn 
(sugar  cane)  will  yield  as  much  succulent  feed  for  stock  as  5  acres  of  beets,  wiSi  not 
one-tenth  of  the  labor  in  raising  or  preparaticm/' 

Tobacco.— Reports  from  this  State  are  highly  satisfactory.  Orinoco  and  Sumatra 
germinated  95  per  cent,  of  the  seed.  The  yield  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  was 
larce  and  the  quality  excellent. 

Vegetables.^The  Yellow  Globe  Danvers  Onion,  the  Sure  Head  Cabbage,  tiie  Cory 
Corn,  the  Nichols  Medium  Green  Cucumber,  the  Beauty  Tomato,  the  Rural  New 
Yorker,  the  Red  Valentine  Bean,  and  the  Maud  S.  Peas  were  all  very  productive 
and  well  worthy  of  cultivation^ 

INDIANA. 

Com.— The  Champion  White  Pearl  is  one  of  the  best  varieties  recently  introduced. 
The  Gk)lden  Beauty  is  a  vigorous  and  productive  variety.  It  should  be  planted  eorl j 
in  the  central  part  of  the  State. 

Oats. — The"  Burpee's  Welcome  has  a  stiff  straw,  and  the  heads  are  both  large 
and  long.  The  yield  was  heavy  and  the  quality  superior  to  any  grown  in  tiiis  vi- 
cinity. 

WTieat. — IMartin's  Amber  yielded  a  fine  crop  of  nice,  clean  wheat.  The  Germaxi 
Emperor  ripened  early,  stood  well,  and  was  free  from  rust.  It  is  well  adapted  to 
the  climate  and  soil  of  central  Indiana.  One  quart  of  Sibley's  New  Golden  produced 
one  bushel  of  plump,  hard  grain,  and  the  straw  was  stiff  and  straight.  The  Good 
produced  fine,  plump,  hard  grain,  and  is  not  disposed  to  rust. 

Sorghum. — Tlie  Early  Amber  is  a  great  acquisition  and  is  considered  the  finest 
■  raised  here. 

Tobacco^ — Smnatra  is  reported  as  being  the  finest  variety  ever  raised  in  southe^i 
Indiana. 

Vegetables.— The  Extra  Early  Six  Weeks  Bean  and  the  Alaska  Pea  both  ffew 
luxuriantly,  were  large,  and  produced  abundantly.  The  Osbom  Beet  was  vwy  fine ; 
some  measured  20  inches  in  circumference.  Tlie  Yellow  Globe  Danvers  Onion  was 
of  quick  and  large  growth,'  and  was  very  satisfactory.  The  seeds  received  from  the 
Department  were  invariably  fine,  and  all  germinated  well, 

IOWA. 

Com. — The  Angel  of  Midnight  is  a  very  earlyvariety;  it  matures  in  ninety  days;  it 
is  hardy  and  yielded  45  bushels  to  the  acre.  The  Champion  White  Pearl  yielded  at 
the  rate  of  about  80  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Wheat. — Martin's  Amber  is  a  very  promising  variety  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  State.  Sibley's  New  Golden  did  very  well,  while  all  other  wheats  were  winter- 
kUled. 

Sorghum.— T\\e  Early  Amber  is  a  great  acouisition,  the  beet  variety  in  this  part 
of  the  State.    The  Early  Orange  also  does  well  here. 

Tobacco.— The  White  Burley  is  considered  a  good  variety,  but  tobacco  is  raised 
principally  for  home  consumption.  Farmers  know  little  of  the  process  of  curing  or 
nandhng. 

Vegetables.  — Stabler's  Early  Com  is  a  valuable  acquisition.  The  Maud  S.  Pea  is  of 
excellent  quality;  the  yield  was  immense.  Of  the  tomatoes  the  Selected  Trophy 
took  the  lead.  All  Seasons  Cabbage  is  a  very  fine  variety.  The  Maltese  Parraiip 
proved  to  be  fine  and  large.  The  Hungarian  Honey  Water-melon  was  very  lafge 
and  of  excellent  flavor. 

KANSAS. 

Com.— The  Pride  of  the  North  will  prove  a  valuable  field  com  -for  Kansu,  be- 
cause ordinarily  it  will  ripen  before  the  ary  season,  which  is  at  its  height  about  Aa« 
gust  15. 

Oaf«.— The  Burpee's  Welcome  yields  from  95  to  100  bushels  per  acre,  and  has  been 
known  to  yield  110  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Wheat'-The  German  Emperor  yielded  42  bushels  per  acre:  the  quality  was  soft 
and  fair,  ranking  No.  1  with  millers.  It  requires  a  rich,  beaw  swL  The  flat 
bott<»m  lands  of  I^nsas  will  produce  from  25  to  40  bushels  per  acre  for  ten  suODMBite 
crops.    The  German  Emperor  stands  the  winter  well. 
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Ctoi^er.— Alfalfa  made  a  fine  growth  in  spite  of  drought,  and  it  is  a  valuable  for- 
age plant  for  Kansas.    AMke  does  remarkably  well  in  horthwestem  Kansas. 

Kaffir  Corn  makes  an  abundance  of  fine  feed.  Hogs  and  cattle  both  eat  it  clean, 
stalks  and  all.  When  it  is  from  3  to  3  feet  high,  hy  cutting  it  close  to  the  ground 
it  will  stool  out  like  cane  andproduce  from  4  to  ?  shoots. 

Grass,— The  English  Blue-Grass  did  finely  for  grazing;  it  stands  the  winter  well 
and  makes  a  fine  lawn  grass. 

Sorghum.— The  Orange  yielded  180  gallons  of  the  best  quality  of  sirup  to  the  acre. 
The  Chinese  Cane  yielded  well,  and  the  sirup  was  preferred  by  some  to  that  made 
from  other  varieties.    The  sirup  received  first  premium  at  the  county  fair. 

Vegetables. — The  Hackensack  Musk-melon  was  the  best  of  five  varieties.  The 
Olive-Shaped  Radish  was  crisp  and  delicious.  The  Maud  S.,  Harrison  Glory,  and 
the  Alaska  Peas  proved  to  be  most  desirable  acquisitions ;  too  much  can  not  be  said 
in  their  favor.  The  Odella  Water-melon  yielded  two  crops;  many  of  them  weighed 
40  to  50  pounds  each. 

^KENTUCKY. 

Oats. — The  Burpee's  Welcome  do  very  well  in  Kentucky. 

WTieat — ^The  Good  is  a  superior  variety:  it  is  clear  of  rust  and  stands  up  well; 
produces  a  large-sized,  weU-developed  grain. 

Sorghum.-^Tbe  Chinese  Cane  is  an  excellent  variety,  and  although  planted  late  it 
reached  the  enormous  height  of  15  and  16  feet.  It  was  used  entirely  for  feeding 
stock. 

Vegetabies.^^The  Alaska  was  very  fine  and  particularly  free  from  the  obnoxious 
bugs  that  too  often  infest  the  pea.  The  Sutton  Gem  Lettuce  was  a  great  cucce«8; 
ttie  Olive^Shaped  Radish  made  an  extra  yield,  being  very  crisp  and  fine. 

LOUISIANA. 

Coiton. — Jeff  Welbom*8  Pet  is  an  excellent  variety,  fruits  well,  and  matures  thirty 
davs  earUer  than  most  of  the  varieties  grown  here. 

Tobacco.— Th^  White  Burley  has  been  raised  successfully,  having  yielded  1,000 
pounds  to  the  acre.  Much  more  attention  is  given  to  cotton  than  to  tobacco,  but  it 
ffi  thought  much  more  will  be  given  to  tlie  cultiu*e  of  tobacco  next  year. 

Vegetables. — Garden  vegetables  are  usually  planted  during  February  and  March. 
The  finest  vegetables  raised  this  season  were  from  seed  obtained  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  The  varieties  were:  Case-Baiife  Beans,  Sure  Head  Cabbage, 
Early  Blood  Turnip  Beet,  and  Early  Trophy  Tomato. 

MAINE. 

Oats. — Hargett's  White  is  reported  as  the  l^eat  gro>\Ti  in  this  section.  The 
stalks  attained  a  height  of  5  feet  3  inches.  Tlio  grain  before  thrashing  weighed  150 
pounds.  The  net  weight  of  the  thrashed  grain,  4H  pounds.  This  was  the  product 
of  50  stalks. 

Kaffir  Com, — Is  considered  the  best  for  fodder  of  any  tried  in  this  State. 

Vegetables. — ^The  Royal  Dwarf  Cranberry  Bean,  Biu-bridge's  Eclipse  Pea,  and  the 
Danvers  Silver-Skin  Onion  produced  well  and  were  of  fine  quality.  The  Victoria 
Lettuce  lasted  three  months. 

MARYLAND. 

Com. — ^The  (Jolden  Beauty  is  considered  to  be  well  adapted  for  general  cultivation. 
The  White  QAbsA  Normandy  proved  very  vigorous. 

Oats. — ^Hargett's  White  are  No.  1  in  quantity  and  quality. 

W%«at— From  1  quart  of  Sibley's  New  Golden  seed  the  yield  was  79  pounds  of 
clean  wheat.  The  straw  is  stiff  and  is  entirely  free  from  rust.  The  grain  is  large, 
prime  in  auaUty,  wid  of  a  clear  amber  color.  The  Good  was  very  successful  in 
northern  Maryland.  It  is  reported  as  being  very  satisfactory  and  the  earliest  variety 
yet  tested. 

Tobaxxo. — ^The  White  Stem  Orinoco  made  a  large  yield  of  fine  and  silky  quality. 
The  DeU  Sumatra  is  raised  here  to  perfection.  Isabella  cures  nicely  and  has  an  ex- 
ce^ingly  pleasant  odor. 

Vegetables. — ^The  Maud  S.  Peas  were  No.  1  in  quality,  with  good  yield.  The 
Giant  Onions  were  very  fine;  the  EcUpse  Beet  grew  large  and  was  early  and  tender. 
The  Early  Red  Vedentme  Bean^  the  Ail  Seasons  Gabbs^,  and  Long  blood  Beet  were 
allexc^rant  varieties. 
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MICHIGAN. 

Com.— The  Eight-Rowed  Canada  yielded  90  bushels  to  the  acre  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  State. 

Oa<«. —Hargett's  White  is  the  earliest  variety  in  this  section.  The  berry  is  very 
plump,  the  straw  stands  up  well,  and  yields  at  the  rate  of  62^  bushels  clean  oats  to 
the  acre. 

Wheat — ^The  G^erman  Emperor  proved  to  be  of  good  quality,  the  straw  being  stiff 
and  free  from  rust,  and  the  grain  was  plump  and  of  No.  1  quality. 

CZover.— Alfalfa  does  well  here. 

Grew*. —The  English  Blue  Grass  made  a  very  fine  growth  for  the  first  year's  plant- 


/egetables.'-The  Sure  Head  Cabbage  weighed  from  d5  to  80  pounds.  The  Alaska 
Pea  yielded  thirty  times  the  amount  of  the  seed  planted,  and  is  a  choice  variety. 
The  Eclipse  Beet  is  one  of  the  best  for  northwest  Michigan.  The  season  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  is  short,  but  vegetables  mature  quickly. 

MINNESOTA. 

Com» — The  Angel  of  Midnight  yielded  well  and  is  regarded  as  being  a  very  desirar 
blesort 

WJieat — ^The  G(erman  Emperor  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  has  given  satis- 
faction. The  straw  was  strong  and  stiff,  did  not  rust,  and  the  quality  of  the  grain 
was  good. 

Vegetahles.—At  the  county  fair  at  Glenwood  "the  display  of  vegetables  was  equal 
to  any  shown  in  the  State,  a  large  part  of  which  was  raised  from  Department  seed. 
The  Snowball  Tiu^ps  exhibits  were  very  early,  vigorous,  and  excellent.  The 
Nichols  Mediiun  Green  Cucumber  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  varieties  grown 
hefe.    The  Alaska  Pea  was  very  sweet,  and  had  a  large  number  of  peas  in  the  pod. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Com.— The  White  Giant  Normandy  is  a  favorite  stock  com  in  this  State.  It  is 
very  early,  and  for  this  reason  very  valuable  in  dry  s^easons. 

Tboatnfe.— Affords  a  wonderful  amount  of  foliage  and  can  be  cut  twice  during 
the  season  in  this  localitrr.* 

Kaffir  Com.— Made  a  fine  growth;  it  has  proved  a  fine  success  and  wiU  be  a  benefit 
to  the  conmiuni^. 

Cotton, — The  Maxey  is  the  heaviest  cropper  we  have  in  this  section,  notwith- 
standing it  has  a  medium  boll,  but  it  is  long-umbed,  fruits  close,  and  has  small  seed. 
The  Taylor  made  2,740  poimds  per  aci-e,  without  fertilizers. 

Tobacco. — Spanish  Hybrid  and  Orinoco  are  perfectlv  at  home  in  southeastern  Mis- 
sissippi. Tobacco  would  pay  as  well  here  as  cotton  if  there  were  experienced  laborers 
and  manufacturers. 

F€jgfc<<rf>te«.— Tailby'6  Hybrid  Cucumber  is  well  adapted  to  this  section  (northeast); 
its  yield  was  simply  enormous,  and  its  quality  can  not  be  excelled.  The  Early  Bed 
Valentine  Bean  was  ten  days  earlier  than  other  varieties,  the  yield  beingvery  abun- 
dant and  the  quality  very  good.  The  Milan  Strap  Leaf  and  the  Purple  Top  Munich 
Turnips  grew  to  an  immense  size. 

MISSOURI. 

Com. — ^The  White  Giant  Normandy  produced  splendid  com,  well  worthy  of  dis- 
tribution.   The  Pride  of  the  North  ripened  in  ninety  days,  and  is  a  good  variety. 

OaU. — Hargett's  White  yielded  well  and  the  grains  were  as  large  again  as  those 
orunnally  planted. 

KKTieat.- The  Good  yielded  well  and  the  grain  was  of  excellent  quality.  Mar- 
tin's Amber  also  did  welL 

Sorghum. — ^The  Early  Amber  is  considered  the  best  variety  for  this  locality,  both 
in  quality  and  quantity.    The  Orange  also  yielded  welL 

ro&acco.— The  Spanish  Hybrid  and  Deli  Sumatra  are  both  well  adapted  to  this 
locality.  The  Imported  Havana  yielded  at  the  rate  of  1,000  on  1,200  pounds  to  the 
acre.  The  White  Burley  and  White  Stem  Orinoco  also  made  good  yields  and  were 
of  fine  quality. 

Vegetables. — ^The  Victoria  Lettuce  was  very  fine,  very  tender,  and  sweet;  the  Sue 
Head  Cabbage  was  greatly  in  advance  of  other  varieties  planted  by  their  side.    Hie 
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Alaska  Tea  made  an  excellent  crop.  The  Golden  Sweet  Com  took  the  first  premium 
at  the  Linn  Ck>unty  Fair.  All  the  seed  sent  by  the  Department  has  be^  highly 
prized  here. 

NEBRASKA. 

Com.— The  Ei^ht-Rowed  Canada  did  well ;  developed  a  well-fiUed  ear.    The  Cham- 

gion  White  Pearl  was  remarkably  early  and  proved  a  good  com  for  a  general  crop 
1  ncnrthem  Nebraska.    The  Pride  of  the  North  supplies  a  great  need  in  Nebraska. 

Oats. — ^The  Burpee's  Welcome  is  the  best  variety  ever  introduced  into  this  country. 
It  rmened  f tdly  a  week  earlier  than  the  common  white. 

Ctover.— The  Mammoth  Clover  did  finely;  it  made  a  good  stand,  notwithstanding 
'  the  drought.    It  made  a  good  crop  of  hay,  being  cut  when  it  was  2  feet  in  height. 

Or€i88, — ^The  English  Blue  Qrass  germinated  well,  made  a  good  growth,  and  stood 
the  drought  welL 

Sorghum, — ^The  Elarly  Orange  grew  well,  and  reached  the  height  of  8  to  12  feet; 
it  is  reported  as  having  yield^  more  juice  than  any  other  variety  worked  at  the 
mills  this  season.  It  is  no  trouble  to  raise  here,  as  it  will  grow  on  any  soil  that  will 
grow  com.  The  Early  Amber  made  a  great  success  in  this  State.  The  Chinese 
made  a  superior  sirup. 

Vegetdblea, — ^This  is  a  fine  coimtry  for  vegetables.  The  Elarly  Snowball  Turnip, 
Imp^ial  Sugar  Beet,  Duteh  Case-Knife  Bean,  Maud  S.  Peas,  Cory  Com,  and  Early 
Rea  Valentine  Bean  appear  to  be  among  the  choice  varieties. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

OaU, — ^Hi^ett's  White  is  very  hardy,  and  yield  and  quality  unexceUed. 

Oraaaes. — ^The  most  desirable  grasses  are  Timothy,  Clover,  Ked-Top,  and  Orchard. 

Vegetables, — ^Tailby*s  Hybrid  Cucumber  was  an  excellent  variety.  The  Early  Red 
Valentine  Beans  were  unsurpassed,  and  were  sweet  and  tond^.  The  Pattv  Pan 
Squash  was  a  very  prolific  variety  and  of  excellent  quality.  The  Rural  New  Yorker 
Pea  did  very  well,  and  was  a  week  in  advance  of  otner  varieties. 

•    NEW  JERSEY. 

Clover. — ^The  Egprptian  produces  a  somewhat  larger  yield  to  the  acre  than  the 
oonmion  clover;  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  stand  our  winters.  If  this  clover 
grows  to  the  height  of  8  or  4  feet  in  Egypt  it  must  be  because  the  climate  is  more 
suitable.  It  was  something  of  a  disappointment  not  to  get  something  nearer  to 
what  is  grown  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile. 

Vegetables. — The  Sure  Head  Cabbage  grew  well.  The  Cory  com  proved  very 
satisfactory,  being  very  large  and  free  from  worms.  The  Egyptian  Sweet  Com  was 
very  sweet  and  prolific. 

NEW  YORK. 

Com.^The  Eight-Rowed  Canada  is  well  adapted  to  the  east  central  part  of  the 
State. 

Oats. — ^The  Welcome  is  a  very  plump  variety  and  was  earlier  than  any  other. 
Hargett's  White  proved  to  be  a  veryfine  sort.  One  root  had  4  stalks,  the  aggregate 
number  of  S^ins  being  over  100.    They  outyield  the  Welcome. 

Wheat.--The  Oswego  Falls  Agricultural  oocietr  awarded  first  premium  to  Mar- 
tin's Amber.  From  1  bushel  sown  on  an  acre  of  land  were  harvested  80  bushels  of 
full,  good-sized,  pliunp  grains  of  beautiful  color. 

V^taNes. — ^The  Livingston  Beauty  Tomato  is  all  that  the  originator  claims  for 
it.  The  plants  were  large  and  strong  and  loaded  with  much-prized  fruit.  The 
Alaska  Pea  was  pronounced  as  unsiurpassed  in  quality.  The  Harrison's  Glory  Pea 
is  also  a  prolific  bearer  and  of  superior  quality.  The  Deacon  Lettuce  made  a  good 
yield  ana  was  of  excellent  quality. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

WTieat.—The  Fulcaster  is  well  spoken  of  in  the  reports  from  this  State.  It  is  en- 
tirely free  from  rust  and  the  quality  of  the  grain  is  good. 

Cotton. — ^The  Cherry's  Long  Staple  has  hnted  and  fruited  well.  Shine's  Early 
Plrolific  and  the  S.  B.  Maxey  have  given  satisfaction. 
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Vegetahles.—The  Extra  Early  Red  Valentine  and  the  Improved  Valentine  Be«iB 
are  among  the  earliest,  yield  abundantly,  and  are  of  extra  fine  quality.  The  Maud 
S.  and  Fill  Basket  Peas  are  early,  hardy,  yield  well,  and  are  of  superior  quality. 

OHIOt 

Com.— The  Champion  White  Pearl  produced  fine  ears  and  will,  when  it  becomes 
acclimated,  be  a  valuable  variety. 

TF/iea^ --Sibley's  New  Gk>lden  took  the  first  premium  at  the  Hamilton  **  Harvest 
Home"  Fair,  in  competition  with  the Fultz,  Martin's  Amber,  Longbeny,  and  many 
others.    The  Rice  has  proven  a  valuable  varietur  in  northern  Ohio.    Tlie  Fulcaster ' 
js  also  reported  as  not  oein^  liable  to  winter-loll.    It  is  excellent  for  milling  pur- 
poses and  is  a  general  favorite. 

Sorghum.— The  Early  Orange  made  a  fine  growth;  it  was  tall,  had  a  thrifty,  strong 
cane,  and  will  produce  160  gallons  to  the  acre. 

Tobacco.— The  White  Burley  grown  in  the  c^itral  portion  of  the  State;  the  Whitt 
in  the  southwestern,  and  the  Vuelta  Abajo  are  grown  with  jsuocess. 

Vegetables. — The  yield  of  the  Extra  Red  Valentine  Bean  was  simply  immense. 
It  matured  quite  early,  and  was  of  good  quality.  The  Egyptian  Turnip  Beet  proved 
a  great  success.  It  yielded  well,  grew  large,  and  took  first  premium  at  the  Miami 
County  Fair. 

OREGON. 

Com.— The  Pride  of  the  North  is  better  adapted  to  this  Aoil  and  climate  than  any 
variety  tested.  It  ripened  six  weeks  before  others,  and  the  eacs  were  very  fine  imd 
large,  with  perfect  grains. 

Oats. — Hargett's  White  made  a  lar^  yield  of  good  quality. 

Clover. — Alfalfa  is  the  most  promismg  forage  in  this  locality.  One  crop  of  about 
one-half  ton  to  the  acre  was  cut  and  a  second  crop  raised.  The  Mammoth  is  also 
well  adapted  to  this  climate;  it  grew  to  the  height  of  about  ^  feet  on  river-bottom 
land. 

Kaffir  Com.— Grows  well  in  northern  Oregon  and  will  ripen  seed.  It  will  make 
a  larger  yield  of  fodder  than  common  varieties  of  com. 

Chrass.— The  Tall  Fescue  (Festtica  elatior)  remained  green  throughout  the  year. 
Rescue  {Bromus  schraderi)  grew  well,  seeded  well,  and  will  prove  vcduable  if  pei«n- 
nial. 

Tdbctoeo. — ^The  Vuelta  Abajo  3delded  about  1,000  pounds  to  the  acre,  and  the  quality 
was  good.  The  climate  and  soil  of  Oregon  seem  well  suited  to  the  cultivatioii  of 
tobacco. 

Vegetables. — ^The  Sure  Head  Cabbage,  Snow-ball  Turnip,  Sutton*s  Gem  Lettuce, 
Eku-ly  Scarlet  Globe  Radish,  Extra  Early  Six- Weeks'  Bean  are  aH  reported  as  having 
given  entire  satisfaction.  The  Drum-head  Cabbages  grew  to  be  of  fine  size,  having 
solid  heads,  some  of  them  weighing  40  pounds  each. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Oats. — Hargett's  White  were  the  earliest  and  of  better  quality,  and  yielded  more 
to  the  acre  than  any  raised  in  east  central  Pennsylvania. 

Wheat. — One  ana  a  half  pints  of  Sibley's  New  Golden  produced  44  sheaves,  which 
thrashed  2f  bushels  of  beautiful  wheat.  The  seed  was  received  from  the  X^epart- 
ment.  The  German  Emperor  did  very  well  and  is  entirely  free  from  rust.  It  is 
the  wheat  for  central  Pennsylvania  and  can  not  be  excelled.  It  withstood  the  win- 
ter well,  while  some  other  varieties  were  killed. 

Q^flws.— Tall  Fescue  (Festuea  elatior)  reached  a  height  of  10  inches  and  made  an 
abundant  crop. 

Tobacco. — The  Imported  and  State  Havana  are  well  adapted  to  this  soil.  Havana 
yields  1,500  to  1,800  pounds  per  acre.  L.ancaster  County,  southeast  Pennsylvania, 
is  the  garden  covmty  for  tobacco;  from  1,000,000  to  1,500,000  pounds  are  grown 
yearly. 

Vegetables. — ^The  Bloomsdale  Spinach  is  reported  as  the  finest  ever  grown  in  this 
section.  Kolb*s  Gem  Water-melon  was  very  fine.  The  Long  Scarlet  Short-Top  Rad- 
ish, Orange  Cream  Pumpkin,  Fill  Basket  Pea,  and  the  Beauty  Tomato,  with  many 
other  varieties,  were  very  satisfactory  in  both  yield  and  quality. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Cotton,— Jower^B  Improved  is  well  adapted  to  this  olimate. 

Teonnte, — Qtows  luxuriantly;  stools  or  bunches  6  feet  in  height  and  8  feet  across 
are  common.  When  cut  green,  stock  of  all  kinds  are  very  fond  of  it.  On  very 
rich  soil  50  canes  can  be  grown  from  one  seed. 

Kaffir  Com, — Stands  drought  remarkably  well.  It  reached  a  height  of  4  feet. 
The  heads  are  10  inches  in  length.  It  will  mature  a  second  crop  in  this  latitude. 
It  is  fully  equal  to  com  as  a  forage  plant,  and  all  kinds  of  stock  eat  it  greedily. 
One  acre  of  Kaffir  is  considered  equal  to  2  of  com  (maize)  for  feeding. 

Vegetables, — Vegetable  seed  received  from  the  Department  has  given  general 
satisfaction,  and  is  much  sought  after.  With  but  few  exceptions  all  vegetables  at- 
tain a  high  degree  of  excellence  here.  / 

TENNESSEE. 

Com.— White  Giant  Normandy  has  been  ful^  tested  and  is  pronounced  unex- 
celled as  an  early  com  for  this  latitude,  coming  in  before  the  Jul^  drought.  It  is  a 
pure  white  com,  as  its  name  indicates,  and  makes  the  finest  quahty  of  meal,  and  is 
soft  enough  for  stock. 

Wheat, — The  Fulcaster  is  reported  as  producing  the  finest  grain,  and  as  being  the 
most  prolific  variety  grown  in  central  Tennessee.  The  seed  sown  in  the  fall  of  1^ 
yielded  85  bushels  per  acre. 

Clover, — Alfalfa  grew  well;  it  was  over  H  f©©t  high;  it  branched  out  until  it  had 
5  cor  6  stalks  from  one  seed;  the  roots  extended  from  1  to  2  feet  in  the  ground.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  that  has  been  tried,  and  is  just  what  this  country  needs. 

Cotton, — Shine's  Early  Prolific  is  of  superior  quality,  with  very  fine,  long  staple. 

Vegetables, — The  Dutch  Case-Knife  beans  were  very  prolific;  they  are  a  good 
market  variety.  The  Rural  New  Yorker  Pea  proved  a  remarkable  variety,  bom  as 
to  quality  and  quantity.  The  All  Seasons  Cabbage  was  of  good  quality  and  made 
lar^e,  solid  heads.  The  Yellow  Globe  Danvers  Onion  proved  to  be  a  very  fine 
vanety, 

TEXAS. 

Com, — ^Thfe  White  Giant  Normandy  and  Champion  White  Pearl  are  both  very 
excellent  varieties  for  culture  in  this  State. 

Wheat, — ^The  Fuloaster  appears  to  be  the  best  variety  for  this  portion  of  our 
country. 

Co^^on.— The  Jones  Prolific  received  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
done  so  well  here  that  some  planters  are  using  it  for  their  entire  crop. 

Kaffir  com, — Is  the  best  forage  plant  grown  here  and  it  appears  to  def^  sunmier 
drought.  It  grows  uniform  heads  under  aU  circumstances  and  is  easily  cured« 
After  two  years'  experience  vrith  it,  it  is  pronounced  the  finest  forage  plant  ever 
tried  in  this  locality. 

Grass, — ^The  Johnson  is  all  that  could  be  asked  for.  The  Eragrostis  Abyssinioa 
grows  very  fast,  and  makes  an  abundance  of  seed.    Stock  are  very  fond  of  it. 

Sorghum, — The  Early  Amber  is  very  fine  for  forage.  By  cutting  early  two  crojM 
can  be  secured.  Other  varieties  are  preferred  for  sump,  but  for  forage  nothing  is 
superior  to  it.  It  grows  luxuriantly  without  work,  but  the  **  better  the  culture  "  the 
better  the  yield. 

Tobacco, — This  soil  and  climate  are  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  tobacco.  It 
cures  well  here  in  mid- winter  without  firing.  The  Whitt  took  the  lead  of  three  va- 
rieties in  central  Texas;  it  is  a  strong  plant  with  long  leaves;  it  grows  quicker  and 
will  stand  more  drought  and  wet  than  the  others.  The  Vuelta  Aba  jo  resembles  very 
closely  the  flavor  of  the  Cuban. 

Vegetables, — All  varieties  of  vegetables  do  well  here  when  properly  cultivated. 
The  seed  sent  out  by  the  Department  has  proved  no  exception;  the  reports  upon  the 
distribution  of  the  various  kinds  are  highly  satisfactory, 

UTAH. 

Tobacco. — ^The  Orinoco  made  a  ^ood  crop  but  needed  much  irrigation;  it  lacks  the 
body  of  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  tobaccos  and  is  coarser  in  fiber  than  in  the  tim- 
ber lands  of  tlie  tobacco  States,  and  yet  with  proi)er  fertilizers,  judicious  irrigation, 
and  exi)erienced  cutting  and  curing  it  is  thought  by  experienced  tobacco-growers  that 
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the  yield  and  qualil^  would  be  sufficieiit  to  make  tobacco  oiie  of  the  leading,  if  not 
the  best  agricultural  product  of  l^e  Territory,  in  valleys  not  exceeding  4,500  feet  in 
altitude. 

Vegetables,— The  Early  Red  Valentine  Bean  was  very  much  liked.  The  Patty 
Pan  Squash  is  spoken  of  as  a  delicious  and  prolific  variety,  some  plaits  yielding  fif- 
teen full-grown  specimens.  The  valley  of  the  Weber  is  particularly  adapted  to  all 
v^etables  and  small  fruits.    It  is  a  liUle  over  4,000  feet  above  the  ^ea-leveL 

VIRGINIA. 

Com.— The  White  Oiant  Normandy  proved  equal  to  any  cultivated  in  this  State, 
with  the  advantage  of  a  small  cob,  which  is  a  great  consideration. 

Wheat — The  I^caster,  German  Emperor,  and  Fultz  are  the  standard  varieties. 
Sibley's  New  Golden  produced  grain  of  good  quality  and  color;  it  was  perfectly  tre& 
from  rust;  the  Good  produced  well,  l£e  straw  was  stiff  and  strong  and  not  in- 
clined to  rust.  The  grain  was  large  and  plump  and  of  a  rich  amber  color.  Tlie 
Fulcaster  is  reported  as  being  free  from  rust  and  one  of  the  most  promising  new 
varieties. 

Sorghum. — ^The  Orange  made  a  good  yield.  At  the  mill  it  was  pronounced  equal 
in  quality  to  any  they  had  used,  and  was  superior  in  yield. 

Tobacco. — Caboni  is  considered  the  best  of  the  Spanish  varieties;  it  grows  large,  is 
of  a  fine  texture,  and  cures  a  nice  color.  There  is  a  growing  demand  for  the  LiUle 
Orinoco  as  the  product  from  it  is  imexcelled  even  by  the  Hurley;  it  combines  more 
good  qualities  than  any  native  variety.  The  Persian  ripens  early  and  is  of  fine 
quality,  espdciaJly  suitable  to  localities  subject  to  early  troet.  In  corroboration  of 
tnis,  Maj.  R.  Ra^and,  who  is  regarded  as  authority  on  tobacco  matters,  says:  "  Of 
sixteen  varieties  planted  this  year  on  Hyco  Seed  Farm,  the  Persian  is  the  most  for- 
ward and  has  made  the  greatest  growth  through  the  driest  season  experienced  for 
many  years.  It  has  stood  the  heat  like  a  salamander,  and  made  greater  growth 
than  any  other  variety  on  the  farm.  The  Persian  promises  to  be  a  first-class  cigar 
variety,  and  is  superior  to  older  kinds.  It  is  worthy  of  extensive  planting,  east  and 
west,  wherever  the  cigar  type  is  grown.'* 

Vegetahles,SuttOB/a  Gem  Celery  proved  a  good  variety,  nutty,  crisp,  and  of  fine 
flavor. 

WASHINGTON. 

Com.-— The  White  Giant  Normandy  is  vei^  productive;  yielded  twice  as  much  at 
either  grain  or  fodder  as  common  com.  It  is  a  very  valuable  variety  for  fodder. 
Forage  is  much  needed  in  this  part  of  the  coimtry. 

Wheat — One  and  a  half  pounds  of  Beardless  white,  planted  in  12  rows  50  feet  in 
length  and  16  inches  apart,  yielded  198  pounds  of  the  choicest  wheat. 

Tobaxico, — Caboni,  vuelta  Abajo,  and  White  Burley  have  been  successfully  grown 
here. 

Vegetablea, — All  the  varieties  of  v^etablee  and  grain  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment grew  finely  here. 

WEST  VIBGINIA. 

WTieaf.— The  Fulcaster  yielded  80  bushels  to  the  acre,  weighing  66  poimds  per 
bushel,  of  large,  plump,  grains.  It  ripened  eight  days  before  other  varieties,  ana  it 
was  entirely  free  from  rust. 

Sorghum. — The  Early  Orange  is  well  adapted  to  this  locality. 

Totiacco.— The  Orinoco  is  best  adapted  to  this  locality  for  several  reasons:  First, 
because  it  can  be  planted  closer  and  cultivated  with  more  ease  than  larger  kinds; 
second,  because  it  ripens  earlier;  and,  third,  because  there  is  no  danger  of  its  being 
nipped  by  frost. 

WISCONSIN. 

Oats. — ^Hargett's  White  were  very  good,  and  the  straw  was  stj^  and  strong. 

Clover. — Alfalfa  made  a  fine  growth. 

Grass.— The  Tall  Fescue  (Festuca  elatior)  did  very  well,  and  made  a  fine  growth. 

Sorghum. — Owing  to  a  very  cold  spring  and  summer  the  Chinese  did  not  mature, 
but  the  yield  from  green  cane  was  tremendous — 50  per  cent,  greater  than  from  Early 
Amber. 
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Tobacco, — ^Havana  is  the  best  variety  far  this  section  of  country.  It  is  small  for 
the  first  year,  but  the  third  year  it  pays  well,  as  it  yields  from  800  to  1,000  pounds 
per  acre. 

Vegetables,— The  EArly  Snowball  Turnips  did  well;  they  yielded  five  times  as  much 
as  some  seed  purchased  here,  which  was  sown  on  the  same  land  with  equal  care. 

In  conclusion,  I  herewith  append  the  following  tabiilated  state- 
ment, showing  the  (jnantity  and  kind  of  seeds  issued  from  the  Seed 
Division  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  under  the  general  appro- 
priation act  of  Congress,  from  July  1,  1887,  to  June  30, 1888: 


Deecription  of 
seeds. 

Vari- 
eUee. 

Senators, 

Repre- 
sentatives, 
and  Dele- 
gates in 
Congress. 

Statistical 

corre- 
spondents. 

State 
corre- 
spondents. 

MlscoUa- 
heousap- 
Iflicants. 

ment  sta- 
tions 
and  agri- 
cultural 
coUeges. 

Agricult- 
ural 
societies. 

Grand 
totaL 

IdSCKLLAllSOUB. 

Vegetable 

Flower 

1.58 
7ft 

15 

5 
2 

7 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 

12 
8 
2 
8 
6 
1 
1 

4 
6 

Packages. 

2,941,888 

208,044 

Packages. 
172.640 
30,090 

148 
2,9^5 

Packages. 
40300 
21,046 

■*"i8,*a85 

PackcMes. 
468,^ 
68,928 

1,416 
10,841 
2,629 
1,526 
17 

1,848 

868 

8,860 

117 

248 

2,478 

790 

162 

19,418 

1,015 

1021 

8,908 

i;855 

1,451 

1,296 

1,709 

Packages. 

7,418 

880 

70 
827 

44 
604 

17 

245 

117 

178 

284 

62 

187 

62 

28 

2,438 

8 

Packages. 
21,472 

3,642,018 
883^446 

Chapman  Honey 

182 
1,452 

1,816 

Tobacco 

89,107 
486 

128,477 

Tree 

8,060 

Sunflower 

2,129 

Fyrethnim 

FIELD  SEEDS. 

Wbeat 

84 

864 
2,096 
8,948 

624 
841 
646 
861 

2,966 

Oats 

214 

1,509 

84 

79 

1,609 

267 

i,ii8" 

8,688 

Com 

11.268 

Kn^lage  com.... 
Flour  com      .... 

796 

874 

Sorghum 

2,750 

964 
245 

7,888 

Kamr  com 

1,864 
175 

Broom  com . . 

Tumip 

253,780 
2,992 

106,040 

1,609 

378 

124 

680 

27,620 

'      431,497 

Sugar  beet 

Mangel-wurzel .  .*. 
Qrass 

6,624 

1,899 

9,879 
480 
26 

1,118 
1,118 

68 
276 

91 
226 

184 
96 

669 
789 

15,556 

Clover 

4,048 

Millet. 

893 

Teosinte 

294 
148 

1,215 
857 

892 

8,180 

Forage  plants, 
Imported 

Cotton 

* 
4,028 

2,410 

6,210 

Grand  total.. 

8,679,059 

817,488 

ill,  144 

680,874 

18,758 

58,206 

4,666,619 

Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman, 

Commissioner, 


Wm.  M.  King, 
Chief  of  Seed  Division. 
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REPORT  ON  TRUCK  FARMING. 


TRUCK  FARMING— ITS  APPLICATION  TO  THE  WORK  OF 
THE  GENERAL  FARMER. 

By  James  K.  Reevb,  Franklin,  Ohio, 

So  long  as  land  remained  plentiful  and  cheap,  even  near  the  most 
populous  centers,  and  the  population  of  those  centers  was  not  so 
great  but  that  it  could  be  easily  supplied  with  food  from  the  adja- 
cent agricultural  districts,  there  was  little  incentive  in  this  country 
for  the  study  of  methods  tending  to  increase  the  productiveness 
of  the  soil.  Even  after  the  cities  between  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Mississippi  began  to  attain  such  proportions  that  their  daily  sup- 
plies had  to  be  drawn  from  a  constantly  widening  field,  the  owners 
of  land  in  thp  older  communities  felt  no  particular  necessity  for  put- 
ing  forth  greater  efforts,  because  they  were  being  well  recompensed 
for  their  time  and  labor  by  the  rapidly  increasing  value  of  their 
farms.  Up  to  a  certain  point  such  reasoning,  although  fallacious  to 
the  best  interest  of  individual  owners,  was  certainly  beneficial  to  the 
development  of  the  country  at  large,  as  it  added  stimulus  to  immi- 
gration, and  aided  the  constant  and  rapid  opening  up  of  our  great 
agricultural  territory  in  the  West. 

We  are  now,  however,  rapidly  nearing  a  point,  if,  indeed,  it  is  not 
already  attained,  where  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  the  Eastern  middle 
or  central  Western  States  can  not  reasonably  expect  much  profit  to 
accrue  from  a  further  increase  of  values.  The  continuing  growth  of 
population  will  undoubtedly  cause  them  still  to  augment  somewhat, 
"but  not  witli  the  rapidity  that  the  past  generation  has  known.  Ap- 
plying business  principles  to  the  consideration  of  this  question,  we 
can  not  expect  tlie  value  of  cultivated  lands  to  greatly  exceed  that 
point  ui)oii  which  a  fair  interest  may  be  had  from  the  profits  of  cul- 
tivation; so  that  men  who  now  purchase,  or  those  who  inherit  these* 
lands  that  liave  made  their  fathers  wealthy  by  a  rise  in  values,  even 
thougli  tlie  crops  i^roduced  yielded  only  a  comfortable  sustenance, 
must  look  for  their  profit  in  such  an  advanced  system  of  agriculture 
as  will  produce  a  larger  money  return  per  acre.  This  profit  will 
ccmie  in  two  ways,  the  gain  in  income  and  the  increase  in  value  of 
tlie  land,  wlien  it  is  shown  that  the  capital  invested  is  yielding  a 
higlior  rate  of  interest  than  formerly. 

Sev^tMi  years  ago  a  writer  in  one  of  our  magazines*  suggested  that 
the  tendency  in  his  State  (New  York)  ''was  toward  the  market 
garden,  the  orchard,    plant-house,  dairy,  and  small   farm.      The 

*8w  •'Agricultural  Experiment  Stations."  Scribner's  Monthly,  February,  1881. 
Scribiier  &  Co.,  New  York. 
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large  wheat-grower  and  grazier  have  gone  to  the  far  West."  The 
development  of  this  idea  in  the  subdivision  of  our  larger  farms  and 
the  application  of  intensive  methods,  so  that  each  cultivated  acre  will 
be  made  to  yield  the  greatest  possible  money  i)roduct,  are  the  natural 
ends  toward  which  we  are  now  tending.  The  fact  that  in  this  way 
a  smaller  capital  can  be  successfully  employed  than  could  be  in  cul- 
tivating larger  areas  for  grass  and  grain  and. stock  is  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  in  its  favor.  The  time  has  not  yet  come,  nor  is 
it  desirable  that  it  soon  should,  when  all  farmers  in  the  great  eastern 
and  middle  sections  to  whom  this  article  is  particularly  addressed  will 
devote  themselves  wholly  to  the  various  branches  of  "  small  farming," 
and  divide  their  holdings  so  minutely  as  would  be  required  to  make 
such  the  exclusive  industry. 

'  A  great  many  who  hold  medium-sized  farms,  say  ranging  from 
100  to  200  acres,  find  it  now  impossible  to  continue  cultivating  them 
after  the  old  methods,  and  realize^  in  addition  to  taxes  and  curreilt 
expenses,  a  sum  equal  to  a  fair  interest  upon  the  capital  invested. 
It  is  incumbent  upon  such  to  adopt  methods  that  will  materially  in- 
crease the  income,  as  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  fixed  charges  for 
maintenance  can  not  be  greatly  reduced.  To  this  class  we  can  hardly 
suggest  so  radical  a  change  as  applying  the  principles  of  *  *  small  farm- 
ing "  to  their  entire  holdings.  The  labor  and  expense  necessary  to  so 
minutely  cultivate  each  acre  would  in  most  cases  be  an  insuperable 
obstacle;  but  it  may  be  practicable  for  such  to  devote  a  limited  space 
to  the  cultivation  of  certain  crops  of  higher  value,  or  to  mq,ke  such 
an  adjustment  of  methods  as  would  reduce  the  labor  upon  the  larger 
portion  of  the  farm  to  a  minimum,  and  then  concentrate  the  greatest 
effort  upon  a  comparatively  small  area. 

Before  passing  to  a  consideration  of  the  ways  in  which  this  may 
be  accomplishea,  and  of  the  means  best  adapted  for  the  attainment 
of  the  desired  result,  let  us  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  existing  con- 
ditions of  agriculture  generally  throughout  the  United  States* 

The  re\)ort  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for  1886  shows  that 
the  total  area  cultivated  for  1885,  in  the  foUowing  crops,  viz,  com, 
wheat,  oats,  rye,  buckwheat,  barley,  hay,  potatoes,  tobacco,  and  cot- 
ton, yielded  an  average  gross  return  of  only  $9.75  per  acre.  The  ouJy 
crops  yielding  an  average  of  more  than  $10  per  acre  were,  cotton^ 
$14.75;  barley,  $12.04;  potatoes,  $34.49;  and  tobacco,  $57.49.  Of 
these  cotton  is  confined  definitely  to  a  certain  section;  tobacco  and 
potatoes  must  be  classed  as  crops  of  limited  cultivation,  leaving  bar- 
ley as  the  only  general  field  crop  giving  a  gross  product  averaging 
more  than  $10  in  value.  With  these  figures  before  us  it  seems  hardly 
necessary  to  emphasize  the  assertion  that  there  can  be  little  profit  in 
farming  high-priced  lands  for  such  results.  In  "mixed, farming," 
i.  e,y  the  feeding  of  stock  in  connection  with  the  production  of  grass 
and  the  cereals,  it  is  generally  maintained  that  the  net  profit  is  some- 
what better  than  when  these  crops  are  alone  the  product  and  are  sold 
directly  from  the  land  instead  of  being  fed  upon  it. 

Even  in  these  most  common  practices  of  husbandry  our  methods 
will  certainly  bear  amending.  In  comparison  with  ourselves  the 
British  farmer  raises  on  the  same  area  double  the  amount  of  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  or  potatoes,  and  in  proportion  to  acreage  wiU  produce 
and  feed  much  more  than  double  the  amount  of  live  stock. 

While  we  are  not  yet  ready  for  the  methods  that  have  been  forced 
upon  the  agriculturists  in  the  overcrowded  districts  of  Europe,  where 
land  is  dear  and  labor  cheap,  and  where  the  ratio  of  non-producer  to 
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producer  is  so  mucli  greater  than  here,  yet  the  above  figures  show 
that  results,  which,  if  attained  on  low-pnced  lands  in  the  newly-de- 
veloped West,  mi^ht  be  very  satisfactory,  are  quite  the  reverse  under 
the  conditions  existing  in  the  older-settled  communities. 

One  of  the  first  features  requiring  attention  in  a  discussion  of  the 
economic  principles  of  intensive  farming  is  that  of  labor.  This  factor 
alone  may  determine  the  question  of  profit  or  loss  in  any  system  of 
agriculture,  and  its  employment  and  distribution  in  sucn  manner  as 
to  accomplish  the  best  results  will  always  demand  the  most  careful 
consideration.  Under  our  present  methods  we  are  usually  working 
under  high  pressure  a  portion  of  the  season,  and  that  often,  as  in  hay 
and  grain  harvest,  when  both  men  and  teams  are  least  able  to  endure 
severe  toil,  and  often  in  the  autumn  and  winter,  when  active  labor 
would  be  beneficial,  we  find  hardly  enough  to  do  on  our  farms  to 
keep  up  even  a  pretense  of  work.  The  arrangement  of  the  year's 
work  to  cover  as  equally  as  may  be  each  season,  thus  affording  means 
by  which  emjjloyed  labor  may  yield  a  profitable  return  each  day,  is 
the  only  way  in  which  the  maximum  benefit  can  be  obtained.  This 
can  only  be  accomplished  by  growing  such  a  succession  of  crops  that 
the  planting,  cultivation,  harvesting,  and  future  handling  oi  them 
may  afford  as  nearly  as  possible  a  continuous  roimd  of  duties. 

I  have  already  suggest^  that  the  allotment  of  the  land  should  be 
such  that  the  largerportion  would  demand  comparatively  little  close 
or  detailed  labor.  Gfenerally  speaking,  this  may  be  most  readily  at- 
tained by  growing  less  grain  and  more  CTass.  A  second  and  not  less 
important  result  of  this  procedure  woulabe  that  a  greater  amount  of 
stock  coidd  be  kept,  and  a  larger  quantity  of  manure  accumulated  to 
use  upon  the  ciiltivated  portion.  Grass  lands  will  undoubtedly 
yield,  in  the  older  sections  of  the  country,  abetter  average  net  profit 
than  would  i;he  same  acreage  of  grain,  in  addition  to  raising  cattle 
for  market  purposes,  the  production  of  milk  and  butter  can  be  made 
a  source  of  no  small  gain,  depending  somewhat  of  course  on  location 
and  nearness  or  accessibility  to  markets.  It  is  not  within  the  scope 
of  this  article,  however,  to  attempt  any  directions  for  the  general 
management  of  the  farm.  The  most  that  can  be  done  is  to  offer  a 
few  suggestions,  leaving  each  farmer  to  determine  for  himself  upon 
such  plans  as  may  be  best  adapted  to  his  circumstances  and  as  seem 
most  likely  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  desired  end.  Some  may 
consider  it  best  to  put  so  much  of  the  land  as  possible  in  a  single  grain 
crop,  requiring  only  the  operations  of  seeding  and  harvesting;  others, 
by  renting  a  portion  of  their  fields  to  be  cultivated  for  a  share  of  the 
crops;  others,  by  following  mainly  in  the  old  lines,  and  devoting 
only  a  small  area  and  surj^us  time  and  labor  to  the  production  of 
new,  and  to  them  experimental,  crops.  The  general  procedure,  how- 
ever, should  be  determined  upon  wim  a  defimte  view  of  the  direction 
in  wiiich  the  other  work  is  to  be  undertaken. 

The  two  principal  methods  open  to  the  farmer  for  the  profitable 
application  of  the  principles  oi  intensive  farming  are  the  produc- 
tion of  special  field  crops,  cultivable  in  limited  areas  and  yielding  a 
large  money  value  per  acre,  and  in  market  gardening.  Tne  former 
of  these  is  applicable  to  the  vast  majority  of  farmers,  whatever  their 
location,  as  the  crops  I  shall  suggest  may  be  harvested  at  a  single 
operation  and  immediately  shipped  to  the  nearest  large  market  and 
sold  in  their  entirety  as  easily  as  wheat  or  com*  Tne  latter  is  es- 
pecially adapted  to  farmers  located  near  cities  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
thriving  towns  or  villages,  even  though  quite  small,  where  a  fair 
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poi^tion  of  the  population  consists  of  the  non-producing  class.  In- 
deed, in  such  places  the  market  will  often  be  found  much  better  than 
in  large  cities;  Although  occasionally  both  of  the  above  methods 
may  be  advantageously  combined,  I  will  discuss  them  separately, 
first  giving  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  more  valuable  field 
crops. 

The  statistics  previously  given  show  that  two  crops  already  some- 
what extensively  cultivated  giye  very  satisfactory  returns.  These 
are,  tobacco  $57.49,  and  potatoes  $34.49  per  acre;  and  we  would  fur- 
ther note  that  the  value  of  these  products  varies  for  tobacco  from 
$152  in  New  York  down  to  $49  in  Arkansas,  and  for  potatoes  from 
$80  in  Florida  down  to  $29.58  in  Michigan.  It  is  tnie  that  some  of 
this  variation  may  be  accounted  for  by  climatic  conditions;  adapta- 
bility or  non-adaptability  of  the  product  to  the  soil  or  latitude; 
special  value  of  certain  varieties  of  the  product  which  may  be 
adapted  to  one  locality  and  not  to  another.  Yet  the  figures  are  sug- 
gestive of  what  may  be  accomplished  under  favorable  conditions 
with  proi)er  care  and  management.  For  instance,  in  Kentucky,  in 
the  year  for  which  the  figures  are  given,  the  writer  was  shown  a  20- 
acre  field  of  tobacco  from  which  the  product  sold  for  $4,200,  while 
the  average  value  of  the  yield  for  that  State  was  only  $ol.35. 

In  addition  to  the  above  named,  the  specially  valuable  crops  whose 
limited  cultivation  faiay  generally  be  profitably  undertaken  by  the 
farmer  are  cabbage,  beans,  and  sweet  potatoes.  There  are  many 
others  that  may  be  successful  within  certain  territorial  limits,  biit 
tliose  named  are  adapted  to  the  widest  range. 

THE  POTATO. 

The  great  value  of  this  tuber  as  a  staple  food  crop,  its  present  ex- 
tensive importation,  and  its  growing  employment  m  manufactures 
are  all  suggestive  of  the  fact  that  its  cultivation  might  be  gi-eatly 
extended  without  danger  of  overproduction,  and  without  extending 
its  area  a  vast  improvement  can  oe  made  in  the  method  of  cultivat- 
ing so  as  to  render  its  present  acreage  much  more  profitable  than  they 
now  are.  The  present  low  average  yield  is  directly  attributable  to 
the  fact  that  a  moderate  crop  may  be  secured-  even  with  the  most 
inadequate  culture,  and  as  usually  grown  by  farmers  only  for  home 
consumption,  they  often  devote  only  such  time  and  space  to  it  as  can 
not  profitably  be  employed  for  anything  else.  The  very  ease  with 
which  some  return  may  be  had  has  been  the  greatest  drawback  to  a 
thorough  study  of  the  plant  and  its  needs.  In  this  connection  may 
be  mentioned  the  fact  that  this  facility  of  production  was  at  one  time 
conduciye  to  serious  social  complications.  The  Encyclopaedia  Bri- 
tannica  says: 

In  Ireland  and  the  highlands  of  Scotland  the  people,  already  in  a  painfully  d^ 
graded  condition  and  contented  to  exist  with  potatoes  as  their  sole  food  from  year's 
end  to  yearns  end,  took  occasion,  from  its  very  productiveness  under  the  fudeet 
culture,  to  subdivide  their  lands  and  marry  prematurely,  with  reckless  improvi- 
dence and  amid  ever-deepening  degradation. 

From  this  condition  the  people  were  rudely  awakened  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  memorable  ^* potato  disease"  that  at  one  time  threat- 
ened the  total  extinction  of  tnis  tuber  from  British  agriculture,  and 
occasioned  such  alarm  in  this  country  that  in  1845  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  passed  an  act  offering  a  rewai'd  of  $10,000  to  any  per- 
son who  should  discover  its  cause  and  cure. 
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Although,  as  above  noted,  some  sort  of  crop  may  usually  be  made, 
even  with  the  application  of  the  slightest  degree  of  effort  and  intel- 
ligence, the  be^t  success  in  potato  culture  can  only  be  had  by  a  thor* 
ough  understanding  of  its  needs  and  by  carefully  ministering  to 
them.  As  the  tubers  contain  nearly  75  per  cent,  of  water  it  is  essen- 
tial that  the  preparation  of  the  soil  should  be  such  as  will  best  con- 
duce to  the  retention  of  moisture;  and  as  the  sets  do  not  throw  out 
roots  to  feed  in  the  surface  soil,  but  draw  their  nourishment  from  a 
considerable  depth,  it  is  quite  as  needful  that  the  preparation  of  the 
seed-bed  should  be  deep  as  well  as  thorough. 

Although  all  root  crops  are  partial  to  a  deep,  mellow  loam,  expe^ 
rience  has  shown  that  a  clay  soil  will  produce  smoother  and  more 
uniform  potatoes  than  any  other.  On  a  loose,  light  soil  the  market 
value  of  a  crop  is  often  seriously  injured  bjr  unsightly,  wart-like  ex- 
crescences upon  the  tubers;  and  if  a  clay  soil  be  sufficiently  rich  and 
properly  fitted  to  the  requisite  depth  it  may  be  relied  on  to  produce 
a  crop  as  large  in  volume  as  any  other.  It  is  not  enough  that  the 
ground  be  merely  plowed  deep  and  then  well  harrowed;  but  after 
this  is  done  commence  again  at  the  beginning  and  turn  this  fine  sur- 
face under  to  a  depth  of  6  inches,  placing  it  where  the  sets  will  be  in 
immediate  contact  with  it  when  planted.  Then  again  harrow  the  new 
surface  and  mark  out  furrows  6  inches  deep  and  3  feet  apart.  Jnto 
these  furrows  drop  the  sets,  15  inches  apart,  and  cover  with  4  inches 
of  mellow  earth. 

Upon  no  single  point  of  agriculture  has  there  been  more  recent 
discussion  than  regarding  the  best  method  of  preparing  the  seed. 
The  planting  of  whole  potatoes,  large  and  small;  cutting  length- 
wise and  across;  cutting  to  two  eyes  and  to  only  one;  all  have  their 
ardent  adherents.  Doubtless  good  results  have  been  and  occasion^ 
ally  may  be  attained  by  each  of  these  methods.  To  intelligently  deter- 
mine which  is  best,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  what  purpose  the 
se^d  piece  is  to  serve.  Various  experiments  have  determined  that 
the  greatest  yield  of  marketable  tubers  to  the  hill  does  not  result 
from  a  multiplicity  of  vines.  At  a  recent  exhibition  of  the  French 
Agricultur«nl  8oci(^ty  the  premium  both  for  size  of  tubers  and  yield 
per  hectare  wjks  awarded  to  a  grower  whose  only  peculiarity  of 
method  was  that  he  pruned  away  all  in  excess  of  two  vines  to  each 
hill  as  soon  as  they  ai)peared  above  ground.  Admitting,  then,  that  a 
redundanc}^  c»f  vine  is  not  desired,  we  should  aim  to  plant  enough 
set^l  to  produc^e  the  requisite  amount  and  as  little  in  excess  as  possi- 
ble. This  may  be  attained  by  planting  a  single  eye,  provided  that 
one  is  strmig,  has  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  body  of  the  tuber  with 
it,  and  is  placed  in  good  soil  where  plenty  of  plant  food  is  immedi- 
ately avndable.  But  as  all  of  these  conditions  may  not  be  always 
present,  the  better  method  is  to  plant  two  good  strong  eyes.  All 
more  than  this  is  "  wasteful  and  ridiculous  excess."  As  the  seed  piece 
must  furnish  nourishlnent  to  the  yoimg  plantlet  untix  it  is  suffi- 
cientlv  developed  to  draw  its  sustenance  irom  the  soil,  the  tuber 
should  be  so  cut  that  a  uniform  amount  of  flesh  is  apportioned  to 
each  eye,  and  in  cutting  the  knife  should  be  run  as  deep  under  the 
eye  as  the  middle  of  the  tuber. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  sufficient  moisture  is  a  prime  requisite  for 
the  i>roduction  of  a  good  crop,  direct  your  cultivation  in  such  manner 
as  will  best  preserve  this  condition.  Instead  of  the  old  method  of 
high  ridges,  which  had  no  motive  except  to  keep  the  tubers  well  cov- 
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ered,  plant  deep  enough  to  admit  of  level  culture  in  the  initial  stages; 
when  it  finally  becomes  necessary  to  draw  the  soil  up,  do  so  by 
throwing  a  furrow  toward  the  plants  from  each  side  so  as  to  make  a 
wide  ridge  with  a  slight  depression  in  the  center*  water  is  wanted 
down  in  the  row  where  the  tubers  are  forming,  and  not  between  the 
rows  where  it  was  sent  by  the  old  system  of  pointed  ridges.  As  po- 
tatoes are  slow  to  germinate,  it  is  well  to  go  over  the  ground  once 
with  a  light  smootning  harrow  a  week  after  planting,  and  again  just 
as  they  appear  above  the  ground.  Besides  keeping  the  surface  mel- 
low and  open  this  will  save  much  labor  in  after-cultivation  by  de- 
stroying myriads  of  weeds  that  will  be  just  starting  into  life.  Cul- 
tivate by  throwing  the  dirt  slightly  away  from  the  row  at  first  and 
then  returning  it  so. as  to  have  mellow  soil  close  to  the  hill;  after- 
ward run  the  cultivator  often  enough  to  keep  the  entire  surface  well 
mellowed. 

Harvesting  should  be  done  as  soon  as  the  tops  are  all  wilted;  if 
left  in  the  ground  longer  they  are  are  liable  to  rot  or  to  become 
watery  and  insipid.  Dig  with  a  potato  hoe,  throwing  the  tubers  out 
in  an  even  row,  and  leave  thenl  exposed  only  long  enough  to  become 
well  dried.  Sort  them  at  once,  putting  the  best  into  barrels  if  in- 
tending to  market  at  once,  or  else  haul  them  directly  to  the  place  of 
storage.  Select  out  smooth,  medium-sized  tubers  for  seed,  and  put 
all  small  or  imperfect  ones  away  to  feed  to  stock. 

As  a  general  rule  late  planting  is  best  for  the  main  crop.  The 
chances  then  are  most  favorable  for  getting  the  full  benefit  of  the 
fall  rains  while  the  tubers  are  forming. 

It  is  usually  best  to  market  the  crop  as  soon  as  harvested;  their 
bulk  makes  repeated  handling  laborious;  prices  are  liable  to  go  down 
instead  of  up,  and  with  the  best  of  storage  there  is  often  serious  loss 
from  rot. 

High  manuring  is  always  beneficial,  providing  it  is  done  intelli- 
gently; but  the  application  of  fresh  barn-yard  or  stable  manures  is 
apt  to  make  the  Rubers  scabby,  and  engenders  trouble  from  wire- 
worms.  The  analj^sis  of  the  ash  of  the  Potato,  which  is  as  below, 
indicates  its  manurial  adaptation: 

Potaah 59 

Soda 1 

Magnesia 4.5 

Lime 2 

Phosphoric  acid 19 

SiUca 2 

Chlorine 8 

Mineral  manures,  such  as  wood  ashes,  phosphates,  and  potash  salts, 
will  increase  the  growth  and  be  conducive  to  health  and  thrift. 

By  far  the  most  formidable  enemv«of  the  Potato,  and  the  only  one 
which  I  consider  worthy  of  extended  notice  here,  is  the  Colorado 
Potato  Bug.  These  appear  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  at  once 
begin  to  feed  voraciously  on  the  leaves  and  tender  stems.  As  they 
produce  three  broods  in  a  season,  and  as  each  female  lays  an  average 
of  600  eggs,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  almost  futile  to  fight  them  un- 
less preventives  are  used  at  the  very  start.  Paris  green,  mixed  with 
twenty  times  its  bulk  of  flour  or  air-slaked  lime  an  J  dusted  over 
the  plants  when  wet  with  dew,  is  the  most  eflBcient  remedy.  Do 
this  upon  the  first  appearance  of  the  pest  in  the  field,  and  repeat  the 
application  as  often  as  washed  off  by  the  rain. 
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THE   SWEET  POTATO. 


The  only  hypothesis  upon  which  the  limited  cultivation  of  the 
Sweet  Potato  can  be  explained  lies  in  the  fact  that  many  farmers 
hesitate  to  undertake  the  management  of  even  the  simplest  hot-bed. 
For  although  this  was  formerly  considered  emphatically  a  Southern 
crop,  it  is  now  acclimatized  as  far  north  as  latitude  40°  to  42°.  But 
in^ne  Northern  sections  it  must  be  started  in  hot-beds,  as  the  plants 
can  not  be  put  in  the  open  grpund  until  all  danger  from  frost  is  past, 
and  in  the  fall  the  crop  must  also  be  secured  before  frosts  come. 
Although  the  short  season  necessitates  additional  labor  in  the  North 
the  potatoes  grown  there  are  usually  of  better  quality  (more  mealy) 
and  Keep  better  than  Southern  grown,  as  they  contain  less  sugar  and 
more  starch.  The  crop  is  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  farmer, 
for  the  reason  that  the  princijjal  labor  upon  it  comes  at  a  time  when 
the  demands  of  the  other  work  begin  to  lessen.  Planted  through- 
out the  central  belt  of  States  about  June  1,  its  principal  cultivation 
will  occur  after  the  grain  crops  are  harvested. 

The  first  operation  will  be  the  preparation  of  the  plant  bed. 
Select  a  spot  sloping  toward  the  south  ;  if  a  wall  or  close  fence  is 
immediately  on  the  north  so  much  better.  The  site  should  be  well 
drained,  so  that  no  water  can  settle  in  the  pit  to  cool  the  manure.  A 
bed  18  feet  long  and  6  feet  wide  will  be  sufficient  for  20,000  plants, 
and  will  require  one  barrel  of  seed.  Two  and  often  three  drawings 
of  nlants  can  be  had  from  one  bed. 

Set  planke  12  inches  wide  on  edge  at  each  side  and  across  the  ends, 
making  the  comers  square  and  tight,  and  secure  them  firmly  in 
place  by  driving  stakes  inside  and  outside  of  the  frame  thus  formed. 
Place  rafters  across  at  convenient  distances  to  rest  the  sashes  on;  spade 
out  the  interior  to  a  depth  of  8  inches,  placing  the  dirt  evenly  around 
the  outside  of  the  frame.  For  some  days  prior  to  filling  the  bed 
save  all  the  manure  from  the  horse  stables  under  cover  bj[  itself,  and 
about  three  weeks  before  the  plants  are  wanted  put  it  in  the  bed. 
Pack  it  in  tightly  by  tramping  until  12  inches  deep;  have  it  all  level 
and  the  edges  and  corners  as  solid  as  any.  Manure  thrown  in  loosely 
will  heat  quicker,  and  retain  heat  a  less  time,  besides  being  more 
subject  to  Durning  than  when  properly  placed.  After  the  bed  has 
stood  thus  for  three  days  cover  with  2  incnes  of  sandy  loam  or  clean 
woods  dirt;  cut  the  seed  once  lengthwise  ^ and  place  cut  side  down; 
place  the  pieces  in  rows  so  that  the  ends  touch  and  have  the  rows 
about  2  inches  apart.  Cover  with  2  inches  more  of  the  same  soil; 
water  slightly,  often  enough  to  keep  the  surface  moist,  not  wet. 

As  the  Sweet  Potato  bed  is  made  so  late  in  the  season  that  only  a 
moderate  degree  of  heat  is  required  cloth  covers  are  superior  to  glass. 
Prepared  cloth  costing  from  8  to  10  cents  per  yard  is  now  sold 
by  most  seedsmen.  Prepare  good  sashes,  each  6  feet  long  and  of 
convenient  width,  made  so  they  will  fit  tightly  inside  the  frame  of  the 
bed  where  they  may  rest  upon  cleats,  and  cover  them  with  the  cloth. 
This  cover  will  retain  sufficient  heat,  protect  from  frost  and  cold 
winds,  shed  rain  (if  stretched  tightly  and  sloping  toward  lower  edge 
of  the  bed),  and  prove  in  every  way  all  that  is  needed. 

The  Sweet  Potato  reaches  its  highest  perfection  upon  a  dry,  sandy 
soil ;  wet  or  heavy  land  will  produce  tubers  of  poor  quality.  Plow 
deep  and  work  the  ground  until  it  is  well  mellowed ;  then  throw  up 
ridges  8  inches  high  and  3  feet  apart ;  have  the  soil  in  the  ridges  yery 
fine,  free  from  clods  or  lumps,  and  thrown   up  loosely.     This  is 
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not  only  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  a  good  seed-bed,  but  in  prop- 
erly made  ridges  the  labor  of  setting  plants  is  reduced  to  a  minim um. 
As  soon  as  there  is  no  further  danger  of  frost,  seWt  a  cloudy  di^y,  or 
when  atmospheric  conditions  indicate  an  early  rain,  draw  the  plants 
carefully  from  the  bed,  so  as  not  to  diaturb  the  seed  pieces,  and  making 
openings  in  the  ridges  15  inches  apart,  set  the  plants  down  just  as 
deep  as  they  were  in  the  bed  and  comi)aet  the  sou  closely  about  thenx 
Unless  an  early  rain  seems  very  certain  it  will  be  best  to  ^* puddle" 
the  roots  by  setting  them  for  a  while  in  a  tub  of  wet  earth  before 
planting.  Siuall,  st<x*ky  plants  from  4  to  6  inches  high  are  preferable 
to  those  that  have  obtained  a  greater  growth  in  the  bed.  Spaced  as 
above,  an  acre  of  ground  will  require  11,760  plants. 

The  only  cultivation  needed  at  first  will  be  to  stir  the  soil  imme- 
diately al>out  the  plants  and  along  the  sides  of  the  ridges  sufficiently 
to  break  the  crust  and  kecip  the  surface  mellow;  give  one  plowing 
before  the  vines  commence  to  run,  throwing  additional  soil  up 
against  the  ridges  ;  after,  that  use  the  cultivater  freely  between  the 
rows,  narrowing  it  down  as  the  growth  of  the  vine  increases,  until 
the  ground  is  wliolly  covered  by  tnem.  Use  the  hoe  freely  to  keep 
out  weeds  and  grass  if  any  take  root  about  the  hilld. 

The  crop  should  bo  harvested  before  a  frostj  but  failing  to  accom- 
plish this,  if  a  frost  is  indicated,  go  over  the  piece  with  sharp  hoes 
and  cut  the  vines  loose  at  the  crown  of  the  hill;  leave  the  vines  piled 
up  on  top  of  the  ridges. 

If  i]\()  gr(jund  was  put  in  proper  condition  primarily  the  crop  may 
easily  Ik^  dug  eitlier  witli  a  fork  or  a  pronged  hoe.  In- harvesting 
the  Sweet  Potato  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  it  be  not 
handled  unnecessarily,  or  cut  or  bruised;  the  iuices  are  so  rich  in 
sugar  tiiat  it  is  a  poor  k*>eiK>r  at  the  best;  and  wherever  the  cuticle  is 
broken  decay  follows  ra]>i(lly.  The  bestplanis  to  sort  them  as  taken 
from  t]i(^  row,  ])lacing  the  marketable  tubers  carefully  in  barrels 
(put  them  in  by  ]iau<l:  don't  "dump"  them)  and  remove  at  once  to 
tne  place  where  they  are  to  remain  until  sold. 

Lift  the  barrels  in  and  out  of  the  wagon  instead  of  rolling,  and  in 
every  way  avoid  jarring  or  bruising.  Thus  handled  and  stored  in  a 
dry  place,  with  a  uniform  t-tMuperature  not  exceeding  50",  they  wit 
keep  well  until  art(^r  mi<lwinter,  and  the  increased  pric-e  then  usually 
to  b(i  olrtaiiie<l  will  ain})ly  repay  the  i>recautione  used. 

For  Northern  planting  4t  is  best  to  procure  Southern  seed,  as  the 
saccharine  ciualitios  iH^come  somewhat  eliminated  by  the  successive 
use  of  Northern-grown  sei^d. 

An  avemge  yield  on  good  soil  may  be  put  at  200  bushels,  but  crops 

freatly  in  excess  of  this  are  not  uncommon.     Prices  fluctuate  greatly, 
ut  are  usually  suflRcientlj*  good  to  make  the  crop  a  very  i)rofitabie 
one. 

Farm-yard  manure,  well  rotted,  may  be  used  in  the  drill  and  the 
plants  l)edded  thereon,  or  it  may  be  applied  broadcast  and  well  work(»d 
into  the  soil.  If  commercial  fertilizers  are  wanted  use  such  as  are 
rich  in  potash  and  ai)ijly  them  about  the  plants  during  the  early  cul- 
tivation. 

THE  CABBAGE. 

We  may  divide  cabbages  generally  into  three  classes,  early,  medium, 
and  late;  and,  leaving  tlie  two  former  to  be  treated  more  specifically 
in  the  portion  of  this  article  devoted  especially  to  market  gardening, 
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confine  ourselves  here  to  the  subject  of  late  cabbage  as  a  field  crop. 
There  is  a  prevailing  impression  among  farmers  tnat  cabbages  can 
not  be  successfully  grown  unless  plants  are  started  in  a  hot-bed  and 
transplanted.  This  is  an  error,  as  plants  will  grow  and  head  equally 
well  if  the  seed  is  dropped  where  tnev  are  finally  to  stand.  The  ad- 
vantages of  this  method  are  apparent;  besides  avoiding  the  labor  of 
preparing  hot-beds  and  transplanting,  the  consequent  checking  of 
gi'owth  (which  will  occur  to  some  degree  under  the  most  careful  ma- 
nipulation) is  prevented;  and  should  any  missing  hills  occur  in  the 
field,  it  will  l>e  found  a  very  great  advantage  to  have  plants  right  at 
hand  with  which  to  fill  vacant  spaces.  By  dropping  several  seeds  in 
each  hill  a  number  of  plants  are  started;  in  the  early  stages  of  growth 
they  are  subject  to  the  depredations  of  numerous  insects,  which  might 
prove  fatal  to  the  stand  were  there  only  a  single  plant  to  prey  on: 
but  with  a  half  dozen  to  each  hiU  the  "  survival  or  the  fittest  will 
usually  be  illustrated. 

For  late  field  culture  the  large  varieties,  such  as  Premium  Flat  Dutch 
or  Marblehead  Mammoth,  are  preferable.  For  planting  as  above 
suggested  S  ounces  of  seed  will  be  required  for  an  acre;  if  started  in 
hot-beds  an  ounce  of  seed  may  be  relied  on  for  about  1,000  plants. 
The  ground  for  Cabbages  should  be  made  exceedingly  rich,  as  they 
are  gross  ft  "di^rs.  A  liberal  quantity  of  barn-yard  manure  should 
be  applied  broadcast,  and  su}>plemented  by  the  use  of  a  good  com- 
post in  the  hill,  or  by  commercial  fertilizers  used  at  the  first  and  sec- 
ond hoein^s.  Any  manure  is  valuable  except  that  from*  the  hog- 
pen. If  this  is  used  so  that  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  growing 
roots  it  is  aj)t  to  produce  the  disease  known  as  *' stump-foot."  If 
the  ground  has  previously  been  cro])ped  with  cabbage,  turnips,  or 
any  of  tht^  Brfussica  family,  this  disease  is  also  apt  to  be  engendered, 

Cabbag(^  can  Ije  successfully  grown  upon  any  good  soil,  light  or 
heavy,  upland  or  bottom,  if  sufficient  manure  is  applied;  but  there 
is  nothing  better  a(lai>ted  to  it  than  a  strong,  freshly-turned  sod. 
Apply  all  the  manure  possible,  in  any  event,  and  thoroughly  incor- 
porat-t^  it  with  the  soil  by  deep  plowing  and  thorough  harrowing. 

Mark  out  the  ground  into  hills  3  feetai)art  each  way.  If  compost 
is  used  in  the  hill  mix  it  well  wath  the  soil,  drop  thereon  a  naif 
dozen  sei^ls  and  cover  lightly,  firaiing  it  well  witli  the  hoe  or  the 
foot. 

As  soon  as  the  j)lants  appear  above  ground  stir  the  scjil  lightly 
between  (he  rows  with  the  cultivator,  and  with  the  hoe  loosen  the 
crust  about  each  hill  and  remove  any  lumps  that  may  have  been 
thrown  u])()n  the  plants  by  the  cultivator. 

AVhen  the  plants  have  attained  ilie  size  of  a  pipe-stem  they  will 
be  beyond  the  reach  of  their  earliest  enemies,  and  all  but  one  good 
strong  plant  should  be  removed  from  each  hilL 

The  old  rule  was  to  hoe  cabbage  thr^  times  during  growth,  but 
as  they  gn^atly  relish  tending,  a  better  rule  will  be  to  cultivate  as 
often  as  reciuired  to  maintain  a  proper  condition  of  the  soil.  Draw 
the  soil  toward  the  stems  at  each  working,  so  as  to  make  broad,  flat 
hills  about  them.  Should  a  season  of  drought  occur  as  the  heads  are 
forming  they  will  be  apt  to  harden  prematurely;  then  if  a  hard  rain 
follows  a  new  growth  will  ensue  and  the  heads  burst  open.  Upon 
the  first.indication  of  this  tendency  go  over  tie  entire  piece  and  start 
such  heads  as  are  liardening  by  pressing  them  over  to  one  side^  thus 
loosening  tin  ir  hold  uj)on  Sie  ground  and  checking  the  rapidity  of 
their  growth. 
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The  insect  enemies  of  the  cabbage  are  numerous.  The  first  to 
trouble  it  is  the  small,  black  cabbage  flea,  which  attacks  the  young 

f)lant  as  soon  as  it  appears  above  ground,  eating  small  holes  in  the 
eaves  and  sucking  the  juices.  It  may  be  prevented  from  doing  much 
damage  by  dusting^he  plants  with  soot  or  with  air-slaked  lime,  and 
renewing  the  application  whenever  washed  off.  The  leaves,  how- 
ever, soon  become  so  tough  they  can  not  penetrate  them,  and  the  in- 
sects disappear  when  the  plants  are  4  or  5  inches  high. 

The  brown  cut-worm  is  often  troublesome  to  early-planted  cab- 
bagjB,  but  as  it  disanjjears  about  the  middle  of  June,  the  late  crop  is 
rarely  troubled.  This  worm  gnaws  the  stem  of  the  plant  off  just  at 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  There  is  no  efficient  remedy  except  to 
dig  them  out  of  the  hill  where  they  have  manifested  their  presence. 
If  the  seed  is  sown  in  the  hill  as  suggested  they  will  rarely  destroy 
all  the  plants. 

Should  the  season  be  backward  and  the  plants  become  checked  in 
their  growth,  they  may  be  attacked  by  small  green  insects  known 
as  Apnidmy  which  sometimes  completely  cover  them.  As  these  usu- 
ally occur  in  a  season  of  drought,  the  best  remedies  (and  prevent- 
ives) are  to  keep  the  cultivator  going,  water  the  plants  if  possible, 
and  dust  often  with  air-slaked  lime. 

Last  and  most  troublesome  of  the  cabbage  pests  is  the  green  worm 
which  infests  the  plant  at  all  stages  of  its  growth. 

Many  remedies  nave  been  suggested,  most  of  them  wholly  worth- 
less, and  some  efficacious  only  occasionally.  The  greatest  satisfac- 
tion will  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  good  pyrethrum  powder  mixed 
with  three  times  its  own  weight  of  flour  or  lime  and  appplied  with 
a  bellows.  Four  pounds  of  this  mixture  wiU  be  sufficient  to  go  over 
an  acre  once;  but  the  dusting  should  be  repeated  often  .so  long  as 
any  worms  remain. 

In  harvesting,  cut  off  the  head  of  the  cabbage  close  to  the  stump 
and  remove  the  coarse  outer  leaves.  As  the  crop  can  be  marketea 
by  the  "car-load  in  any  large  city  at  almost  any  season,  they  may  be 
loaded  and  shipped  as  taken  from  the  field,  tnus  avoiding  rehand- 
ilng.  If  it  is  desired  to  hold  them  for  a  later  market  they  majr  be 
stored  in  a  cool  shed  where  they  will  not  freeze,  or  in  small  piles  m  a 
cool  cellar,  or  buried  in  trenches  in  the  ground.  The  waste  product 
of  the  cabbage  crop,  including  the  outside  leaves  and  such  heads  as 
have  not  hardenea  sufficientlv  for  market,  make  excellent  food  for 
stock,  but  should  be  fed  to  milch  cows  in  limited  quantity,  as  it  may 
affect  the  flavor  of  the  milk. 

BBANS. 

The  culture  of  field  beans,  is  already  an  industry  of  great  impor- 
tance in  certain  sections,  and  as  they  can  be  grown  over  a  very  large 
area  of  this  coimtry  there  is  no  reason  why  the  crop  should  not  become 
one  of  general  value  to  farmers.  The  soil  best  adapted  to  their 
growth  is  a  stiff  clay,  but  it  should  be  good  land,  well  manured ; 
fresh  yard  manure,  however,  is  not  advisable,  as  it  will  cause  too 
great  a  growth  of  vine  at  the  expense  of  the  seeds.  On  light  soils 
beans  are  also  inclined  to  run  greatly  to  vines  which  droop  down  on 
the  ground,  and  if  a  wet  season  ensue  while  the  pods  are  nlKng  they 
will  mildew.  Upon  a  clay  soil  the  vines  will  grow  short  and  stocky, 
holding  their  pods  well  up,  and  the  crop  will  ripen  earlier  and  more 
evenly.    The  two  kinds  principally  grown  for  a  field  crop  are  the 
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common  wMte  navy  or  pea  bean  and  tlie  large  marrowfat.  The 
navy  bean  is  somewhat  easier  of  culture,  as  the  growth  of  vine  is 
more  compact  and  less  liable  to  lodge,  but  the  marrowfat  will  yield 
more  bushels  per  acre  and  bring  a  better  price. 

The  ground  should  be  prepared  as  for  corn  the  latter  part  of  May, 
and  about  June  1  drill  in  the  seed  at  the  rate  of  1  bushel  to  the 
acre,  in  drills  far  enough  apart  to  admit  of  horse  culture.  If  the 
weather  is  favorable  ana  the  ground  moist  they  will  be  up  in  a  very 
few  days,  and  as  they  grow  very  rapidly  cultivation  should  begin  at 
once.  This  should  consist  in  merely  keeping  the  surface  of  the 
ground  well  stirred,  and  should  be  very  thorough  until  the  vines 
commence  to  blossom,  as  it  must  then  cease.  The  blossoms  are  very 
tender  and  are  easily  knocked  off  by  passing  between  the  rows,  and 
the  crop  may  be  more  hurt  than  helped  by  subsequent  working^. 

As  soon  as  the  majority  of  the  pods  are  ripe  begin  harvesting. 
The  most  satisfactory  method  is  to  pull  the  vines  by  hand  and  haul 
them  at  once  to  barn  or  shed,  where  they  must  be  piled  up  loosely 
so  the  air  may  circulate  freely  and  prevent  them  from  accumulating 
dampness.  They  may  be  most  rapidly  gathered  by  driving  astride 
of  one  row,  and  three  men  working  behind  the  wagon  gather  the 
center  row  and  two  on  each  side,  as  in  corn-husking.  Harvest  them 
only  on  a  dry  day,  and  do  not  begin  in  the  morning  until  the  dew  is 
off  the  vines.  After  they  are  under  cover  examine  frequently  to  see 
that  they  are  keeping  cool  and  dry,  and  when  properljr  cured  thrash 
out  with  flails.  A  dry  day  must  be  selected  for  thrashing,  as  bean 
pods  become  touffh  or  "in  case"  whenever  there  is  much  moisture 
in  the  air,  and  tne  seeds  will  not  then  shell  out  properly.  After 
thrashing  clean  with  a  fanning  mill,  and  if  there  are  many  aiscolored 
beans  pick  them  out  by  hand.  Put  them  in  bags  or  barrels  for 
market. 

Beans  may  be  stored  anywhere  and  for  almost  any  length  of  time, 
providing  they  are  kept  dry.  They  may  always  be  readily  sold  in 
any  large  market,  at  any  season,  and  in  any  quantity.  Bean  vines 
make  an  excellent  fodder  for  sheep,  but  are  not  relished  by  cattle. 
Being  very  rich  in  nitrogenous  elements,  they  make  a  valuable  addi- 
tion to  the  compost  heap. 

TOBACCO. 

As  this  is  a  crop  of  increasing  imi)ortance  over  a  widely  extended 
area,  being  now  grown  in  nearly  all  the  States  and  Territories,  it  may 
be  made  a  valuable  adjimct  to  the  work  of  many  farmers;  but  the 
directions  for  its  treatment  would  need  to  be  so  exceeding  compre- 
hensive, covering  the  subjects  of  seed  bed,  soil,  cultivation,  cutting, 
topping,  hanging,  curing,  and  stripping,  besides  description  of  the 
necessary  sheds  for  handling  and  curing,  that  I  have  thought  best 
not  to  go  fully  into  the  subject  here,  but  to  offer  only  some  general 
suggestions.  A  farmer  who  has  from  1  to  5  or  more  acres  of  deep, 
warm,  loamy  soil  and  has  available  the  requisite  labor  for  hand- 
ling tne  crop  almost  constantly  from  the  time  of  setting  the  plants 
(about  June  1)  until  it  is  taken  into  the  sheds  (which  must  be  done 
before  frosts  come),  and  again  for  the  processes  of  handling  and 
preparing  for  marxet  during  the  winter,  will  usually  find  it  very 
profitable.  The  fact  of  being  able  to  use  his  labor  to  such  advantage 
during  the  latter  season  will  in  itself  be  a  large  item  of  gain. 

Those  intending  to  .engage  in  tobacco,  culture  will  do  well  to  study 
the  subject  thoroughly  with  the  aid  of  some  good  treatise,  to  consult 
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practical  growers,  and  to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  course  of 
the  markets.  The  most  common  method  of  tobacco  growing  in  this 
section  is  for  the  farmer  to  furnish  the  land,  team,  and  implements 
to  laborers,  who  put  the  crop  in,  cultivate,  and  prepare  it  for  market 
for  one-half  the  proceeds. "  In  this  arrangement  the  farmer  usually 
fares  better  than  the  renter,  as  the  value  of  the  labor  is  much  more 
than  equal  to  one-half  the  cost  of  production. 

MARKET   GARDENING. 

We  will  now  pass  to  the  consideration  of  market  gardening  in  its 
proper  sense,  i.  e,,  the  cultivation  of  vegetables  to  be  sold  immedi- 
ately in  their  fresh  state.  This  mav  properly  and  advantageously 
be  made  a  special  department  of  the  work  of  any  farmer  who  is 
properly  situated  as  to  available  markets. 

Tne  most  desirable  location  is  near  a  good  town,  where  the  products 
may  be  taken  as  soon  as  gathered  and  either  sold  to  a  dealer  or  re- 
tailed direct  to  the  consumer.  This  is  more  profitable  than  growing 
for  shipment  to  distant  markets,  as  cost  of  packages  and  labor  of 
packing  is  avoided;  there  are  no  express  charges  or  middlemen's 
commissions  to  pay;  no  losses  from  produce  damaged  during  trans- 
portation, or  from  remaining  in  store  so  long  as  to  become  unsalable. 

It  is  always  well,  however,  for  the  gardener  to  establish  acquaint- 
ance with  a  good  commission  dealer  in  his  nearest  city,  to  whom 
surplus  produce  may  be  sent  in  event  of  the  home  market  not  re- 
quiring nis  entire  supply. 

For  the  market  garden  the  best  land  on  the  farm  will  not  be  too 
good;  fit  this  for  cultivation  as  well  as  you  may,  by  draining,  deep 
plowing,  thorough  tillage,  and  heavy  manuring,  and  it  will  yet 
pay  you  to  make  it  better  still.  In  market  gardening  the  last  load 
of  manure  always  pays  better  than  the  first  one.  Preferably  the 
piece  should  be  level,  and  as  best  adapted  to  all  vegetable  croj)s, 
should  be  a  deep,  mellow  loam.  In  arranging  for  the  labor  here,  in 
connection  with  the  farm,  there  should  be  at  least  one  hand  detailed 
(whether  more  than  one  will  depend  upon  the  extent  of  the  garden) 
whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  this  work.  He  should  be  the  most 
intelligent  man  upon  the  place.  Robustness  or  ability  to  i)erform 
heavy  labor  is  not  so  important  as  that  he  should  be  industrious, 
faithful,  and  vigilant  in  attention  to  minute  details. 

The  area  to  be  devoted  to  gardening  and  the  portion  for  each  vege- 
table can  best  be  determined  hy  estimating  the  amount  of  each 
product  that  a  given  space  will  yield.  Thus,  root  crops  to  be  sold  by 
the  bunch,  such  as  young  beets,  carrots,  onions,  parsnips,  radishes. 
salsify,  and  turnips,  may  be  averaged  at  about  50  bunches  to  each 
100  feet  of  row,  and  of  other  vegetables  as  follows  to  the  100  feet: 

Beans  and  peas bushels. .  8 

L(»ttiice heads. .  100 

Peppers dozen. .  100 

Cabbage  and  cauliflower heads. .  50 

Olery bunches. .  200 

Cucumbers dozen. .  50 

Sweet  com do 8 

Tomatoes bushels. .  5 

Potatoes do 3 

This,  of  course,  is  only  an  approximate  estimate  and  merely  in- 
tended as  a  comparative  guide  in  making  the  allotment. 
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Of  the  above  th©  seeds  of  cabbage,  cauliflower,  lettnce,.  peppers, 
celery,  and  tomatoes  should  be  started  in  liot-beds,  and  the  first 
supply  of  radishes,  beets,  lettuce,  and  carrots  wlioUy  grown  therein. 
Earlinoss  is  almost  the  chief  consideration  of  the  market  gardener, 
and  as  good  hot-beds  are  the  means  by  which  this  end  is  attained, 
too  much  care  can  not  be  given  to  their  preparation. 

For  early  hot-beds  select  a  location  on  well-drained  land,  sloping 
slightly  to  the  south;  excavate  to  the  depth  of  2  feet  and  pile  the 
dirt  up  evenly  about  the  outer  edge.  Then  line  the  pits  thus  made 
at  the  sides  and  ends  with  boards,  and  have  them  extend  1  foot 
above  surface  at  the  rear  and  about  8  inches  at  the  front.  Secure 
them  in  place  by  stout  posts  driven  into  the  corners  and  along  the 
sides,  and  nail  the  upper  tier  of  boards  to  the  posts;  then  draw  up 
close  to  these  upper  boards  the  earth  that  was  thrown  out  from 
the  pit,  so  that  they  shall  be  tightly  banked  all  around.  Upon  the 
bottom  of  the  pit  throw  some  dry  straw,  litter,  or  coarse  leaves  to. 
keep  the  manure  from  the  cold  ground.  Then  put  in  fresh  manure 
from  the  horse  stables  and  pack  it  down  as  fast  as  put  in  until  the 
entire  mass  is  2  feet  deep.  Bear  in  mind  that  the  more  evenly  and 
solidly  the  manure  is  compacted  the  steadier  and  more  lasting  the 
heat  will  be.  Should  the  manure  be  somewhat  dry,  sprinkle  it 
enough  as  it  is  put  in  the  pit  to  moisten  the  whole  slightly,  but 
avoid  soaking  it.  The  manure  in^  put  on  the  sashes  and  leave  the 
bed  three  or  four  days  for  the  first  violent  heating  to  subside;  then 
put  on  the  covering  of  soil,  which  should  be  light  and  rich,  3  or 
4  inches  deep.  While  glass  is  undoubtedly  the  best  covering  for 
a  winter  hot-bed,  or  for  the  use  of  the  "  all  the  year  round  "  gardener, 
it  is  not  essential  for  spring  hot-beds  to  be  started,  say,  the  middle 
of  February.  The  patent  plant-bed  cloth  before  mentioned  will  an- 
swer every  purpose.  It  is  much  less  expensive  than  glass,  not  so 
liable  to  destruction,  and  with  it  there  is  not  so  much  danger  of  burn- 
ing off  the  plants  in  the  hands  of  an  inexj)erienced  operator.  The 
best  shape  for  a  hot-bed  is  a  rectangle,  6  feet  wide>  and  as  long  as 
may  be  required.  Put  rafters  across  the  bed  at  convenient  distances, 
set  slightly  below  the  edge  of  the  boards,  so  that  when  the  sashes  are 
on  the  top  will  be  tightly  closed. 

In  the  hot-bed  it  will  be  found  much  better  to  sow  the  seed  in  rows 
than  to  scattei;  it  about.  By  this  means  it  is  possible  to  stir  the  soil, 
if  desired,  to  properly  thin  the  plants,  and  to  remove  all  weeds. 

Adjacent  to  these  beds  prepare  cold  frames  somewhat  greater  in 
extent,  into  which  the  plants  may  be  picked  out  and  given  greater 
room  for  development,  and  where  they  will  become  gradually  hard- 
ened before  being  planted  in  the  open  ground. 

For  cold  frames  the  ground  should  be  spaded  a  foot  deep  and  well 
pulverized ;  then  rake  in  a  liberal  surface^  dressing  of  hen  manure, 
guano,  or  rich  compost;^  then  build  a  frame  of  hoards  a  foot  high, 
and  closely  joined  about  it,  and  cover  in  sanie  way  as  hot-beds.  The 
management  of  a  cold  frame  is  very  simple ;  ^ve  plenty  of  light,  air, 
and  moisture  ;  cover  at  night  and  on  cold,  windy  days. 

The  object  aimed  at  is  not  so  much  to  force  the  growtli  as  to  get 
the  plants  well  furnished  with  roots  and  gradually  accustomed  to 
the  open  air. 

About  the  middle  of  February  the  seeds  of  early  cabbage,  cauli- 
flower, celerA^  lettuce,  peppers,  and  tomatot^s  should  ])e  i^owii.  and 
as  soon  as  tne  plants  are  large  enough  to  liandh^  transplant  them 
into  cold  frames,  giving  ample  room  to  each.     If  crowded  they  will 
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send  uBuweak,  spindling  steins  instead  of  developing  the  hardy. 
stocky  growth  that  is  desired.  Sow  beets,  forcing-  carrot,  and  rad- 
ishes very  thinly  in  the  hot-bed,  and  grow  the  first  supplies  for 
market  there.  More  air  must  be  given  here  than  in  the  plant-bed, 
and  a  more  moderate  temperature  maintained,  or  the  tendency  will 
be  to  grow  tops  instead  of  roots.  If  found  necessary  to  thin  the 
beets  tiiey  may  be  profitably  transplanted  either  into  cold  frames 
or  to  the  open  ground.  If  a  market  is  close  at  hand  it  will  also  pay 
very  well  to  seJl  the  young  beets  as  **  ^eens."^ 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice,  with  brief  cultural  directions,  each  of 
the  principal  vegetables  adapted  to  the  business  of  the  market  gar- 
dener, takmg  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  will  demand  attention 
in  the  spring. 

The  liadish. — This  excellent  vegetable,  so  palatable  in  the  early 
spring,  is  so  easily  grown  that  any  directions  for  its  culture  seem 
almost  superfluous.  The  seeds  may  be  put  in  the  ground  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  worked  in  the  beginning  oi  the  season,  and  succession 
crops  should  be  sown  to  provide  a  supply  through  the  spring  and 
early  summer  months ;  later  there  is  little  demand  for  them. 

Sow  the  seeds  an  inch  apart  in  narrow  rows  and  cultivate  with 
the  hoe  or  small  garden  plow.  As  soon  as  the  rough  leaf  is  devel- 
oped thin  to  2  incnes  apart,  and  commence  marketing  as  soon  as  any 
roots  are  large  enough.  They  come  on  very  rapidly  and  become 
strong  and  pithy  when  left  in  the  ground  too  long.  As  above  sug- 
gested, the  earliest  supply  may  be  grown  in  a  moderate  hot-bed. 

The  Beet — This  root  requires  treatment  similar  to  the  radish,  but 
is  a  much  more  valuable  and  satisfactory  crop.  Sow  the  seed  as  early 
as  possible  in  narrow  rows  and  cover  2  inches  deep.  As  soon  as  large 
enough  to  handle  thin  out  to  3  inches  apart,  and  reset  the  plants  tsJcen 
up  at  once  in  other  ground  to  come  on  for  a  second  crop.  MakA  suc- 
cessive sowings,  commencing  with  the  Egyptian  Turnip  Beet  for  the 
earliest  and  following  with  the  early  Blood  JBeet  for  main  crop.  'For 
fall  and  winter  use  beets  may  be  sown  as  late  as  July  1,  and  they 
are  salable  throughout  the  year.  Like  the  radish,  a  first  supply  may 
be  grown  in  the  hot-bed. 

Spincbch. — There  is  a  f^,ir  demand  for  this  in  most  markets  in  the 
early  spring,  as  it  supplies  the  need  for  green  food  until  early  peas, 
beans,  and  cabbage  appear.  The  seed  may  be  planted  as  early  as 
the  ground  can  be  worked.  It  is  often  sowed  broadcaSt,  but  is  better 
drilled  in  narrow  rows,  as  it  should  have  at  least  oue  hoeing.  The 
plants  may  be  left  growing  very  thick  and  thinned  as  wanted  for 
market.  Spinach  may  also  be  planted  in  the  fall,  protected  by  a 
slight  mulching  through  the  winter,  and  will  then  be  the  first  green 
thing  to  start  in  the  spring. 

Lettuce, — As  this  plant  is  in  especial  demand  during  the  early 
spring  months,  an  out-door  planting  does  not  usually  come  into  mar- 
ket in  time  to  be  of  great  value.  Hot-bed  and  cold-frame  plants 
should  be  ready  for  setting  very  early.  Transplant  them  to  very 
mellow  soil  in  rows  far  enough  apart  to  be  worked  with  a  garden 
plow,  and  have  the  plants  a  loot  apart  in  the  row.  A  sov>?ing  may 
also  be  made  in  the  open  ground  to  supply  the  later  needs  of  the 
market.  Sow  the  seeds  2  or  3  inches  apart  in  the  drill,  coyer  lightly, 
and  thin  out  as  soon  as  the  plants  are  above  ground. 

The  Onion. — The  most  profitable  method  of  growing  the  onion  is 
from  the  seed*  but  the  market  gardener,  to  supply  the  early  demand, 
will  be  compelled  to  use  sets  extensively.    The  ground  for  onions 
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should  always  be  superlatively  enriched.  All  manures  are  good,  but 
that  from  the  hog-pen  is  the  very  best.  The  soil  should  be  a  strong 
loam,  plowed  deep,  compacted,  and  then  made  very  fine  on  the  sur- 
face. Mark  out  narrow  lines  and  plant  by  merely  pressing  the  sets 
by  hand  well  into  the  soil  about  2  inches  apart.  Keep  them  entirely 
free  from  weeds,  and  stir  the  ground  frequently  with  the  hoe  or  gar- 
den plow,  but  not  more  than  an  inch  deep.  As  soon  as  the  bulb  com- 
mences to  swell  and  a  good  green  top  is  aeveloped  commence  pulling 
and  marketing  in  bunches.  For  zhe  midsummer  market  onions 
may  be  had  by  sowing  the  seeds  of  some  quick-growing  sort,  such  as 
the  White  Queen.  Put  the  seed  in  quite  thick,  as  only  medium-sized 
bulbs  are  wanted.  For  the  fall  and  winter  supply  sow  the  seed  of 
any  of  the  larger  varieties;  keep  the  rows  clean  by  hand  hoeing  and 
weeding,  and  thin  to  3  incnes  apart  as  soon  as  the  stems  are  as  large 
as  a  rye  straw.  They  should  be  sown  early,  as  the  seed  is  slow  to 
germinate,  and  a  long  season  is  needed  for  the  full  development  of 
the  bulb.  This  late  crop  may  be  harvested  as  soon  as  the  tops  die 
down.  Throw  the  onions  in  rows  and  leave  them  to  dry  in  the  sun 
for  three  or  four  days;  then  house  them  by  piling  lightly  in  a  cool, 
dry  room.  The  amount  of  hand  labor  requisite  for  the  successful 
production  of  an  onion  crop  from  the  seed  renders  it  advisable  that 
a  beginner  in  their  culture  should  not  undertake  a  very  large  area. 
When  properly  handled  it  is  one  of  the  most  profitable  crops  grown, 
as  from  600  to  800  bushels  per  acre  is  not  an  unusual  yield. 

7%e  Carrot. — In  most  small  markets  the  demand  for  carrots  is 
quite  limited,  yet  as  with  good  depth  of  rich  soil  they  yield  very 
largelv,  it  will  always  pay  to  give  them  some  space.  For  general 
crop  tne  long  orange  is  the  best  and  most  productive  variety.  I  have 
found  it  best  to  sow  the  seed  upon  ridges  made  as  for  sweet  potatoes, 
as  in  this  manner  the  requisite  depth  of  loose  soil  is  best  attained, 
and  the  roots  are  much  easier  to  dig  than  when  wholly  below  the 
level  surface.  Have  the  ridges  as  near  together  as  horse  culture 
will  permit;  drill  the  seed  in  by  hand  and  cover  lightly;  thin  to  2 
inches  apart;  keep  clean  by  the  use  of  the  cultivator  and  the  hoe; 
dig  soon  after  first  frosts  by  running  the  plow  along  one  side  of  the 
ridge  and  throwing  the  dirt  away  from  it,  when  the  roots  may  be 
easuy  pulled  by  hand,  or  thrown  out  with  a  spading  fork.  Carrots 
may  be  sown  any  time  from  the  opening  of  spring  to  the  middle  of 
June,  but  the  longer  season  they  are  given  th«  larger  the  growth. 
Besides  their  value  for  market  tney  are  exceedingly  desirable  as  an 
addition  to  the  food  of  all  stock.  They  are  particularly  beneficial  to 
horses  and  colts,  and  when  fed  to  dairy  cows  impart  the  desirable 
golden  color  to  the  butter  without  any  resulting  bad  flavor. 

The  Parsnip. — Parsnips  are  decidedly  more  salable  than  carrots, 
there  being  a  very  steady  demand  for  them  in  most  markets  through- 
out the  fall  and  winter.  The  sowing  of  seed  and  subsequent  culture 
may  be  the  same.  Unlike  the  carrot,  however,  it  is  Benefited  by 
frost  and  mav  be  left  in  the  ground  as  late  as  possible. 

Salsify. — 'the  profitable  culture  of  this  crop  is  also  limited  by 
reason  of  the  small  demand.  Planting  and  entire  treatment  may  be 
the  same  as  for  carrots.  Among  such  as  are  familiar  with  this  root 
it  is  esteemed  a  most  delicious  vegetable,  and  a  gardener  supplying  a 
home  market  might  find  it  to  his  interest  to  introduce  and  cultivate  a 
taste  and  consequent  demand  for  it  among  his  customers. 

The  Pea. — This  is  a  most  valuable  market  crop  in  all  localities.  It 
is  usually  the  first  of  the  open  groimd  crops  to  bring  in  cash  returuB 
AG  88 43 

Digitized  by  VaUUV  IC 


678  EEPORT   OF   THE   COMMISSIONER   OF   AGRICULTURE 

of  any  amount.  The  smooth,  hardy  varieties  may  be  sown  very 
early  and  successive  plantings  made  to  carry  the  crop  well  into  the 
summer.  During  the  hot,  dry  weathe^r  of  midsummer  it  will  be 
difficult  to  grow  them  successfully ;  but  if  the  weather  is  favorable 
a  planting  of  a  very  early  sort  made  the  latter  part  of  August  will 
bring  a  good  paving  crop  for  early  autumn.  The  early  dwarf  kinds 
do  not  need  bushing,  ana  in  fact  market  gardeners  do  not  often  bush 

Seas  at  all;  but  the  increased  yield  to  be  obtained  from  such  as  the 
[arrowf  at  and  the  Champion  of  England  will  amply  repay  the  labor 
and  expense  of  the  supports.  An  excellent  arrangement  is  to  plant 
in  double  rows  8  inches  apart  with  the  bush  between ;  leave  a  space 
of  3  feet  between  each  double  row  for  the  cultivator.  Sow  quite 
thickly  in  the  row  and  cover  early  peas  2  inches  deep,  and  the  late 
ones  3  to  4  inches ;  cultivate  by  drawing  the  soil  slightly  toward  the 
stems  at  each  working.  Varieties  are  almost  too  numerous  to  dis- 
cuss here  ;  any  good  seed  catalogue  will  give  very  reliable  informi^- 
tion  regarding  various  early,  medium,  and  late  sorts.  Most  of  the 
extra  early  kinds  show  very  slight  variation  from  one  main  type. 

The  Bean,—OtTeQn  or  snap  beans  are  salable  in  all  localities  from 
the  time  of  their  first  appearance  until  frosts  put  a  stop  to  the  sup- 
ply, and  while  the  later  prices  are  not  so  good,  the  crop  will  usually 
pay  well  throughout  the  entire  season,  as  it  is  productive  and  easily 
cultivated.  Sow  in  rows  far  enough  apart  to  permit  of  horse  culture, 
and  drop  the  seeds  2  inches  apart  m  the  row.  Make  successive  sow- 
ings every  two  weeks  up  to  the  1st  of  August;  cover  the  seeds 
ligntly  at  first,  but  deeper  as  the  season  advances.  The  hardiest 
early  kind  is  the  Mohawk,  which  will  stand  a  slight  frost,  and  the 
best  are  the  Red  Valentine  and  Golden  Wax.  Beans  should  be  cul- 
tivated thoroughly  from  the  start  until  they  begin  to  blossom ;  but 
never  work  them  when  wet,  as  any  dirt  thrown  upon  the  pods  will 
discolor  them  and  injure  the  sale. 

The  Lima  Bean  is  not  usually  given  as  large  a  space  by  the  market 
gardener  as  Its  value  will  warrant.  Perhaps  one  reason  for  this  is 
&e  expense  of  getting  the  poles  for  any  large  area.  If  the  farmer 
has  a  piece  of  woodland  where  they  may  be  cut  and  prepared  during 
the  winter  the  expense  will  be  materially  lessened.  The  value  of 
the  Lima  as  a  green.bean  for  cooking  is  not  generally  known.  The 
flavor  is  more  rich  and  buttery  than  of  any  other  variety,  and  the 
ripe  shelled  beans  always  command  a  good  price. 

The  greatest  care  is  necessary  in  starting  the  seed,  as  in  cold  or 
wet  ground  it  is  very  liable  to  rot.  They  succeed  best  in  a  sandy 
loam,  in  which  hills  should  be  prepared  about  Jime  1,  3  feet  apart 
each  way,  with,  a  ^ood  rich  compost  well  mixed  with  the  soiL 
Plant  five  or  six  seeds  in  each  hill,  merely  pressing  them  under  the 
surface ;  cultivate  thoroughly  and  at  the  fast  hoeing  draw  the  soil 
well  up  about  the  vines.  If  not  sold  green,  but  left  for  a  matured 
crop,  they  should  be  gathered  before  a  frost.  Pull  the  vines  down 
and  stack  them  until  well  dried,  then  pick  off  the  pods  and  rfiell 
out  by  hand. 

Sweet  Com, — ^While  there  are  many  garden  crops  that  will  pay  a 
larger  return  per  acre,  there  are  few  that  will  pay  better  for  the 
labor  required  or  more  surely  yield  a  profit  than  this.  The  demantl 
for  it  is  continuous  throughout  the  summer  and  well  into  the  autumn. 
The  best  method  by  which  to  secure  succession  crops  is  to  plant  first 
a  very  early  sort,  a  little  later  make  a  general  planting  of  early 
medium  and  late^  and  supplement  this  further  by  a  midsummer 
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planting  of  an  early  kind.  By  this  means  you  will  have  a  continuous 
supply  until  frost.  The  best  early  varieties  are  Cory  and  Early 
Minnesota:  for  medium,  Crosby's;  and  Stow^'s  Evergreen  for  stand- 
ard late.  Early  corn  may  be  planted  in  drills  and  quite  close,  but 
the  best  success  with  large,  late  kinds  will  be  had  by  planting  in  hills 
3  feet  apart  each  way,  and  three  to  four  seeds  to  a  hill. 

The  vabbage. — The  preceding  pages  have  already  comprehensively 
treated  of  the  cultivation  of  the  cabbage  as  a  field  crop,  so  that  here 
I  will  only  give  a  few  suggestions  as  to  its  especial  management  in 
the  market  garden.  Plants  started  in  the  hot-bed  in  February 
and  picked  out  into  cold  frames  and  there  given  room  to  develop 
a  stocky,  hardy  growth  may  be  transplanted  to  the  open  ground 
as  soon  as  danger  from  severe  frosts  is  passed.  For.  medium  crop 
the  plants  may  be  started  in  cold  frames  and  set  in  the  open  ground 
in  May  or  by  the  1st  of  June.  Of  the  early  varieties  Jersey -Wake- 
field is  the  standard  and  best.  These  may  be  set  2  feet  apart  in  the 
row,  and  rows  3  feet  apart,  giving  7,360  plants  per  acre.  Fottler's 
Brunswick  is  a  good  medium  sort,  very  reliable  for  heading.  Plant 
a  little  farther  apart  than  the  Wakeneld,  using  about  6,000  plants 
per  acre.  Frequent  cultivation,  as  before  noted,  and  close  attention 
to  insect  enemies  are  essentials  for  success  in  cabbage-growing. 

The  Cauliflower. — Although  somewhat  difficult  to  grow,  when  the 
effort  is  attended  with  success  the  cauliflower  is  one  of  the  most 
profitable  vegetables  for  the  market  gardener.  Start  the  plants  in 
an  early  hot-bed  and  properly  harden  them  off  in  a  cold  frame  and 
set  in  tne  open  ground  at  same  time  as  eai'ly  cabbage.  As  the  crop 
is  much  more  valuable  than  the  cabbage,  extra  manuring  in  the  hill, 
extra  cultivation,  and  extra  care  of  tne  plants  will  be  well  repaid. 
They  are  subject  to  the  same  insect  enemies  as  the  cabbage,  but  be- 
yond this  there  are  no  particular  difficulties  in  the  way  during  their 
early  growth.  But  when  the  heads  begin  to  form  the  utmost  watch- 
fulness is  necessary  to  preserve  their  delicate  creaminess  and  curd- 
like quality.  They  are  then  exceedingly  impatient  of  drought  and 
extreme  heat.  They  should  be  kept  well  watered  and  the  outer  leaves 
drawn  up  and  tied  loosely  over  tneir  heads.  Stir  the  ground  very 
often  and  keep  it  drawn  up  about  the  stems.  As  soon  as  fully  formed 
they  must  be  cut  and  marketed  at  once  and  without  any  exposure  to 
the  Sim,  as  they  rapidly  wilt  and  deteriorate  in  quality.  Good  cauli- 
flower always  sells  weu  and  commands  a  good  price. 

Ihe  Cv^ciimber. — On  account  of  shipments  from  the  South  it  is  usu- 
ally difficult  for  Northern  growers  to  get  cucumbers  into  market 
early  enough  to  secure  the  best  profit.  The  demand  ceases  almost 
entirely  with  the  coming  of  very  hot  weather,  and  does  not  recom- 
mence until  autumn,  when  small  ones  are  wanted  for  pickling. 
Forcing  is  attended  with  serious  drawbacks,  as  the  room  required  in 
a  bed  for  grovring  any  number  would  be  considerable,  and  success- 
ful transplanting  is  very  difficult,  owing  to  the  tenderness  of  the 
stems.  The  see(k  may,  however,  be  started  upon  sods  in  the  bed,  and 
after  all  danger  of  frost  haa  passed,  set  the  entire  sod  into  a  loose, 
rich  hill.  For  starting  in  the  open  groimd  the  seeds  may  be  planted 
about  May  1,  and  again  about  July  1,  for  the  fall  crop  for  pickling. 
The  hills  should  be  6  feet  apart  each  way,  spaded  deep  and  well  filled 
with  good  compost.  Drop  a  half  dozen  seeds  in  eacn  hill  and  thin 
to  four  good  plants  when  well  started.  Cultivation  consists  in  keep- 
ing the  ground  loose,  free  from  weeds,  6uid  well  drawn  up  about  the 
stems.    The  vines  are  often  troubled  in  the  early  stages  of  growth 
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by  tho  cucumber  flea,  which  can  be  driven  away  by  dusting  with  srir- 
slaked  lime  or  soot;  and  by  the  striped  cucumber  bug,  for  which 
use  arsenical  poisons.    ^ 

The  TomcUo. — ^The  ease  with  which  the  product  can  be  handled  and 
the  fact  that  it  may  be  sold  both  green  and  ripe  renders  the  tomato  a 
'favorite  crop  with  all  gardeners.  The  early  prices  are  always  good, 
and  althougn  they  may  drop  quite  low  in  September  and  October, 
when  the  bulk  of  the  crop  is  on  the  market,  yet  its  immense  produc- 
tiveness tends  to  make  it  profitable  throughout.  For  the  earli^  pick- 
ing start  the  seed  in  a  hot-bed  and  transplant  into  cold  frames,  and 
handle  so  as  to  have  the  plants  already  in  bloom  when  put  into  the 
open  ground.  The  usual  method  of  cxiltivation  is  to  set  the  plants 
level  and  gradually  hill  the  earth  up  to  them.  But  a  better  way  is  to 
set  them  on  the  tops  of  ridges  so  that  the  vines  may  droop  down  over 
the  sides.  This  will  let  in  the  sun  and  air,  and  will  keep  the  fruits 
from  lying  down  upon  the  ground  in  such  manner  as  to  cause  rotting. 
Planted  in  this  manner  the  ridges  should  be  5  feet  apart,  and  the  vines 
3  feet  apart  in  the  row.  Undoubtedly  the  best  sort  for  general  culti- 
vation IS  Livingston's  Favorite. 

Green  tomatoes  are  largely  sold  for  pickling  in  the  autumn.  If  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  canning  factory  it  would  be  profitable  to  arrange  with 
it  for  the  purchase  of  your  surplus  supply  both  of  tomatoes  and 
sweet  com. 

Twmips. — It  will  pay  to  grow  these  only  on  a  limited  scale  for  early 
market.  The  Early  rurple  Top  Munich  is  the  earliest  variety,  and 
may  be  sown  in  narrow  drills,  thinned  to  stand  6  inches  apart  in  the 
row,  and  cidtivated  with  a  garden  plow.  For  main  crop  sow  up  to 
the  1st  of  August,  scattering  the  seed  lightly  in  any  vacant  space,  or 
between  corn  or  potato  rows  at  the  last  ^wortin^.  Thiscrop  will  cost 
nothing  but  the  seed  and  labor  of  sowing,  and  it  too  many  are  grown 
for  the  home  market  they  can  be  shipped  in  bulk  to  the  nearest  large 
city  and  usually  sold  at  a  price  which  will  give  a  fair  profit.  Failing 
in  this  they  make  an  excellent  food  for  sheep,  ahd  may  be  used  as  an 
addition  to  the  rations  of  all  cattle. 

The  Egg  Plant, — This  vegetable  is  annually  growing  in  favor,  but 
the  demand  is  not  yet  suflBcient  to  make  it  profitable  to  grow  in  largo 
quantities  when  cultivated  only  for  a  home  market.  Start  the  seeds 
early  in  a  hot-bed  by  themselves,  as  they  require  a  higher  temper- 
ature for  germination  and  greater  warmth  during  the  early  stages 
of  growth  than  almost  any  other  vegetable.  They  must  be  hard- 
ened off  in  cold  frames  very  gradually  and  put  in  the  open  ground 
about  June  1  in  hills  2i  by  4  feet  apart,  and  cutivated  by  frequently 
drawing  the  soil  up  about  the  stems. 

The  Pepper, — The  treatment  and  conditions  essential  to  the  growth 
of  the  pepper  are  similar  to  those  of  the  egg  plant,  excepting  that 
it  matures  more  rapidly  and  may  therefore  be  sown  somewhat  later. 
Under  favorable  conditions  the  pepper  will  mature  if  sown  in  iiie 
open  ground  so  late  as  the  middle  of  May,  but  it  is  much  better  to 
start  the  plants  in  a  bed  and  not  put  them  out  until  the  ground  is 
thoroughly  warm. 

Celery. — This  is  unquestionably  the  most  profitable  of  all  ve^ta- 
bles  which  can  be  grown  as  a  second  crop.  Land  from  which  an 
early  crop  of  peas  or  potatoes  has  been  taken  can  readily  be  fitted 
for  celery:  The  great  needs  of  the  plant  are  high  manuring,  careful 
handling,  and  plenty*of  moisture.  The  plants  for  an  early  crop  may 
be  started  in  a  mild  hot-bed,  later  ones  in  a  cold  frame,  and  for  late 
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fall  and  winter  use  sowed  in  a  well-prepared  bed  in  the  open  air. 
In  either  case  the  soil  of  the  seed-bed  should  be  very  free  from  weed 
seed,  as  the  celery  plaiit  when  young  is  very  slight  and  difficult  to 
work  about.  Scatter  the  seed  thinly  in  drills  9  inches  apart,  so  as 
to  admit  working  up  the  soil  with  a  light  hoe  or  rake.  As  soon  as 
the  plants  are  lar^e  enough  to  handle  transplant  into  a  rich,  open 
bed,  setting  them  in  rows  1  foot  apart  and  the  plants  3  inches  apart 
in  the  row.  As  the  object  of  this  transplanting  is  to  develop  a  stocky 
growth,  the  tops  should  be  shorn  back  once  or  twice  and  the  plante 
well  watered  and  cultivated.  When  they  l^ave  attained  a  height  of 
6  inches  set  them  out  in  rows  3  feet  apart  and  6  inches  between  the 
plants.  This  should  be  upon  groimd  particularly  capable  of  retain- 
ing moisture.  Plow  very  deep  and  work  it  until  the  last  degree  ©f 
fineness  has  been  reached.  Mark  out  furrows  6  inches  deep  and  set 
the  plants  slightly  deeper  than  they  stood  before.  In  taking  up  the 
plants  moisten  the  bed  thoroughly  before  commencing.  Then  insert 
a  fork  well  under  the  plant  and  secure  not  only  the  whole  root  but 
enough  damp  earth  to  protect  it  and  assist  it  to  start  quickly  in  its 
new  location.  Now  give  frequent  clean  cultivation  and,  if  the 
weather  is  dry,  w^ater  abundantly.  In  a  few  weeks  the  plants  will 
commence  spreading  and  require  the  first  operation  of  handling. 
This  is  done  by  gathering  the  stalks  closely  together  and  drawing 
the  earth  up  to  one-third  the  height  of  the  plant,  and  there  firmly 
compacting  it.  The  greatest  care  must  be  taken  not  to  let  any  dirt 
fall  mto  the  heart  of  the  plant  or  rot  will  ensue.  This  operation 
must  be  repeated,  as  the  growth  increases,  sufficiently  often  to  keep 
the  stalkil  always  well  together.  Gradually  draw  the  earth  higher, 
so  that  by  the  time  their  growth  is  completed  nothing  will  be  visible 
but  the  green  foliage  at  tne  top. 

Marketing  may  begin  as  soon  as  the  blanching  is  completed,  and 
the  entire  crop  sold  directly,  or  it  may  be  stored  in  pits  and  cellars 
and  sold  throughout  the  winter  and  spring.  The  dwarf  kinds,  such 
as  White  Plume  and  Golden  Dwarf,  are  far  better  than  the  large 
varieties,  as  they  are  easier  to  handle,  usually  blanch  better,  and  are 
more  crisp  and  sweet. 

Rhubarb, — This  is  a  valuable  plant  for  the  gardener,  as  aft^r  a 
bed  is  once  started  it  will  yield  for  a  number  of  years  and  require 
very  little  attention.  Plants  may  be  grown  from  the  seed  or  pro- 
cured from  a  nurseryman.  The  latter  method  would  be  preferable 
for  one  engaging  in  its  culture  on  a  limited  scale.  Plants  may  be 
set  either  in  the  autumn  or  spring;  if  in  the  autumn,  a  slight  cutting 
can  be  had  the  following  season;  but  if  in  the  spring,  no  cutting 
should  be  made  that  year.  Rhubarb  is  a  gross  feeder  and  will  thrive 
on  any  kind  of  manure.  The  plants  should  be  set  4  feet  apart  each 
way  and  the  ground  kept  well  cultivated.  In  the  fall,  after  the  foli- 
age has  died  down,  cover  the  crowns  of  the  plants  with  a  good  sup- 
ply of  rich  compost,  and  in  the  spring  work  thoroughly  into  the  soil 
a  liberal  top-dressing  of  same.  Cut  away  the  seed  stalks  as  soon 
as  they,appear,  and  the  result  will  be  a  moife  vigorous  and  crisper 
growtn. 

Potatoes,— Boih.  Irish  and  Sweet  Potatoes  have  already  been  so  fully 
treated  that  further  cultural  details  are  unnecessary  here.  They  are 
both  valuable  crops  to  the  market  gardener,  and  should  have  ample 
space  allotted  them.  The  principal  profit  is  to  be  secured  from  Irish 
Potatoes  by  having  an  abundant  supply  ready  for  the  very  early  mar- 
ket.   To  accomplish  this,  plant  early,  give  the  best  possible  cultiva- 
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tion,  and  use  both  in  the  drill  and  along  the  row  at  the  first  working 
a  liberal  supply  of  some  special  potato-crop  fertilizer  to  push  them 
rapidly  forward. 

RAISING  PLANTS  FOB  MARKBT. 

This  is  a  legitimate  branch  of  the  business  that  is  too  often  neg- 
lected. Some  seem  to  think  that  by  selling  plants  to  others  they  lessen 
their  own  market  for  produce.  Cabbage,  tomato,  pepper,  ana  sweet- 
potato  plants  may  be  most  profitably  ctowu,  and  most  farmers  or  sm^ll 
village  gardeners  who  desire  a  smajl  supply  of  these  for  their  own 
gardens  would  much  rather  pay  a  good  price  than  to  bother  with  a 
hot-bed.  The  cost  of  growing  the  plants  amounts  to  very  little  be- 
sides the  labor,  and  when  a  gardener  is  growing  a  large  supply  for 
his  own  use  the  labor  of  starting  a  few  thousand  additional  will 
hardly  be  felt. 

The  growing  of  asparagus,  although  it  is  a  most  valuable  market 
crop,  I  nave  not  thought  pest  to  treat  here,  as  these  notes  have  been 
prepared  mainly  as  suggestions  to  farmers  who  might  desire  to  experi- 
ment with  new  methods  of  increasing  their  profit;  and  such  would 
not  generally  in  tte  beginning  consider  it  advantageous  to  stai-t  a 
crop  that  would  require  some  years  to  mature,  and  consequently  to 
solve  the  question  tney  are  asking.  The.growing  of  small  fruits  may 
also  enter  particularly  into  the  work  of  the  market  gardener  or  small 
farmer.  Of  these,  strawberries  and  blackberries  will  be  found  most 
generally  profitable,  especially  by  such  as  are  near  a  good  homi 
market. 

MARKETING. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  season  determine  definitely,  by  proper 
investigation,  what  plan  you  will  pursue  in  this  respect  ana  adhere 
to  it  closely. 

Either  arrange  with  a  good  commission  dealer  in  your  nearest  city 
to  handle  your  entire  product,  or  sell  outright  to  your  local  dealers, 
or  retail  direct  to  the  consumer.  Each  plan  has  its  advantages  and 
the  selection  must  depend  upon  the  location  and  circumstances  of  the 
producer.  In  any  event  offer  nothing  but  fresh  vegetables  for  sale; 
it  will  pay  better  to  feed  it  at  once  to  the  hogs  than  to  offer  anything 
of  poor  quality  and  thus  injure  your  reputation.  Before  start- 
ing for  market  put  everything  in  attractive  shape;  tie  roots,  etc., 
in  neat,  well-shaped  buncnes  of  uniform  size,  ana  put  other  produce 
in  boxes  or  baskets. 

FERTILIZING. 

As  it  will  be  futile  to  attempt  the  continuous  production  of  valua- 
ble crops  unless  due  attention  is  from  the  start  given  to  maintain- 
ing the  fertility  of  the  soil,  this  subject  is  worthy  of  the  most  serious 
consideration. 

Exclusive  reliance  on  commercial  fertilizers  is  exceedingly  expen- 
sive, and  in  many  towns  the  value  of  stable  manure  is  becoming  so 
well  known  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  any  large  supply.  If 
farmers  would  awake  to  tne  fact  that  they  can  save  and  manufact- 
ure a  vastly  greater  amount  of  fertilizing  material  than  they  now 
do  they  would  materially  advance  their  own  interests. 
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The  following  table,  showing  the  average  annual  quantity  of  ma- 
nure produced  by  certain  of  our  domestic  annimals,  is  suggestive; 


AnimalA. 

Pounds. 

Animals. 

1  Pounds, 

Horses  and  maree 

CJolts  and  fillies 

^048 
4.144 
4,4Hl) 
6,730 

Calves 

Sheep 

T*amb« ■. 

1         1,680 

1             748 

Mules 

,         aso 

Bulls  and  oxen 

i  Hc^ , 

'          1,904 

Cows 

Kiinlcinir  niffR 

896 

Young  cattle 

3.>M8i|         — 

Thus  a  well-stocked  farm,  say  of  100  acres,  carrying  4  horses,  1  colt, 
1  bull,  4  cows,  3  yearlings,  2  calves,  10  sheep,  10  lambs,  20  hogs, 
and  20  pigs  would  have  produced  upon  it  in  one  year  the  enormous 
amount  of  141,338  pounds  of  solid  and  liquid  excrement.  Let  this  be 
composted  with  one-fifth  its  weight  of  bedding  and  absorbents,  and 
it  would  give  in  round  numbers  85  tons  of  manure.  Kept  under 
cover  so  as  to  prevent  leaching  and  properly  treated  to  prevent  loss 
of  nitrogen  by  heating,  this  manure  would  be  worth,  according  to 
analysis  .of  the  Ohio  Experiment  Station,  $3.27  per  ton,  or  its  total 
value  would  be  $277.05.  The  value  of  this  product,  however,  can 
still  be  greatly  increased  by  carefully  adding  to  the  contents  of  the 
compost  pile  or  manure  pit  the  vegetable  refuse  of  the  farm. 

Pea,  bean,  and  potato  vinos,  turnip,  carrot,  and  beet  tops,  straw, 
and  forest  leaves  all  contain  some  degree  of  fertilizing  elements,  and 
the  farmer  or  gardener  who  houses  his  stock  in  sucn  manner  that 
there  shall  bo  no  waste  of  manure,  who  cares  for  it  after  it  is  pro- 
duced instead  of  throwing  it  out  to  leach  away  beneath  the  eaves  of 
the  bam,  and  who  takes  the  trouble  to  combine  with  it  the  otherwise 
waste  products  of  the  farm  is  the  one  who  will  best  succeed  in  apply- 
ing the  principles  of  intensive  cultivation  to  his  land. 
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OSTRICH  FARMING  IN  AMERICA. 


By  T.  C.  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 


"A  car-load  of  ostriches  passed  jbliroiigh  this  city  yesterday*'  was 
the  first  news  to  many  citizens  that  the  ostrich  industry  was  invad- 
ing our  country.  Tnat  was  four  years  ago.  The  curious  learned 
that  these  importations  were  all  the  way  from  South  Africa,  and  that 
they  were  not  wild  ostriches  for  show,  but  tame  ones,  and  on  their 
way  to  California,  where  it  was  hoped  to  naturalize  them  and  farm 
for  feathers. 

The  inquisitive  learned  that  this  cargo  of  giant  birds  was  most 

Srecious."  Like  valuable  horses  they  were  carefully  confined  in  pad- 
ed  cars  and  attended  by  experts.  ^'  They  are  worth  their  weight  in 
gold"  settled  the  question  as  to  their  value. 

The  visitor  to  California  is  to-day  surprised  to  sefe  large  troops  of 
native  and  acclimated  ostriches.  The  ostrich  farms  are  at  present 
located  in  southern  California,  near  Los  Angeles  and  San  Diego, 
and  their  success  establishes  a  new  agricultural  industry  of  great 
promise. 

Most  people  have  read  about  the  ostrich,  "  what  time  she  lifteth  up 
herself  on  nigh,  she  scorneth  the  horse  and  his  rider,"  and  would 
infer  that  ostriches  are  untamable.  Ladies  know  something  of  the 
value  of  elegant  ostrich  plumes.  Possibly  they  have  heard  that 
there  was  a  threatened  extermination  of  the  wild  birds  for  their 
plumes,  as  befell  the  buffalo  fpr  their  skins,  but  did  not  know  that 
the  wise  ones  of  South  Africa  set  about  domesticating  this  most  val- 
uable feathered  bird. 

Ostrich  farming  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  most  profitable  in- 
dustries of  that  country.  When  we  know  that  the  exportation  of 
feathers  alone  is  annually  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  a  single  bird 
will  produce  each  year  10  per  cent,  of  its  value  in  feathers,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  increase,  is  it  any  wonder  that  a  pair  of  breeding 
birds  command  the  fancy  price  of  $1,000  to  even  as  high  as  $2,000, 
and  that  ostrich  farming  is  a  most  lucrative  business? 

With  these  facts  before  us  we  can  get  a  little  .idea  of  the  enterprise 
and  daring  that  inspired  the  pioneers  in  ostrich  importation  to  the 
untried  shores  of  America. 

The  introduction  of  ostriches  into  America  was  slow.  The  atten- 
tion of  a  former  Commissioner  of  Agriculture*  was  called  years  ago 
to  this  industry,  and  he  tried  to  interest  the  Government  in  the  en- 
terprise, but  it  seems  without  effect.  Why  should  not  this  Govern- 
ment have  experimental  farms  for  ostriches  as  well  as  for  fishes  and 
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seeds?  Kaffir  corn  has  been  introduced,  why  not  the  animal  or  blAi 
that  has  brought  this  corn  prominently  into  notice? 

In  1881  and  1882  the  American  consuls  to  Algiers,  Cape  Town, 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  points  collected  a  mass  of  facts  that  pre- 
sented the  advantages  of  ostrich  farming  in  a  strong  light. 

Possibly  these  inquiries  and  recommendations  had  something  to 
do,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  what  soon  followed, 

THE  FIRST   OSTRICH  FARM  IN  AMERICA. 

The  history  of  ostrich  farming  in  America  is  about  as  follows,  as 
told  by  the  brave  men  who  risked  large  sums  of  money  in  the  enter- 
prise. 

As  America  took  one-half  of  the  millions  of  ostrich  feathers,  it 
occurred  to  Dr.  Charles  J.  Sketchly,  who  was,  before  the  Boer  wars, 
one  of  the  largest  ostrich  f armei^  in  Africa,  that  if  ostriches  could 
be  successfully  exported  and  naturalized  in  Aiaerica  the  profit  would 
be  immense.  The  duty  on  feathers  would  be  avoided,  thereby  add- 
ing at  least  25  per  cent,  to  the  income. 

in  1882  he  started  from  Cape  Town  with  a  troop  of  200  picked 
ostriches  on  their  way  to  South  America,  and  after  a  long  and 
tedious  voyage  via  Buenos  Ayres  arrived  at  New  York  in  December; 
and  there  shipped  these  delicate  tropical  birds  overland  via  Chicago 
and  Omaha  to  the  coast;  a  total  distance  of  23,000  miles.  The  ordeal 
was  a  most  trying  one,  but  22  arrived  in  California  in  fair  condition 
and  were  at  once  taken  to  Anaheim.  A  company  was  soon  formed, 
the  California  Ostrich  Company,  representing  $30,000  capital,  with 
Dr.  Sketchly  as  superintendent. 

The  farm  u]jon  which  they  were  nlaced  was  of  about  600  acres.  The 
birds  were  chiefly  confined  in  small  pens  forming  an  L,.  with  twelve 
compartments.  These  inclosures  were  walled  around  with  planks 
standing  about  4  feet  liigh.  These  planks  were  12  inches  wide  by  3 
inches  thick.  An  ordinary  fence  would  not  resist  them,  as  theY 
sometimes,  especiallv  when  frightened  by  dogs,  ran  against  it  with 
great  force.  Ostricnes  are  mortally  afraid  of  dogs,  and  hence  this 
animal  is  prohibited  from  the  vicinity  of  the  ostrich  ranch.  !Che 
small  inclosures  usually  contain  each  one  pair  of  birds ;  sometimes, 
especially  during  the  breeding  season,  two  females  are  placed  with 
one  cock. 

The  first  year  these  birds  resided  in  America  they  presented  the 
company  from  April  12  to  October  of  the  same  year  with  270  eggs. 
The  first  chick  was  hatclied  July  28,  1883.  It  was  quite  amusing  to 
see  the  pioneer  American  ostrich  chick  begin  its  career  by  feasting  on 
broken  sea  shells;  but  it  finally  in  a  few  days  took  to  chopped  clover 
and  corn  meal. 

THE  SECOND   OSTRICH  FARM.     . 

The  arrival  of  so  large  a  troop  of  ostriches  in  New  York  naturally 
created  wide-spread  interest.  About  that  time,  or  while  those  os- 
triches were  on  their  way  to  America,  another  companv,  the  Amer- 
ican Ostrich  Company,  was  set  on  foot  in  Maine,  with  Mr,  E,  J. 
Johnson  as  manager.  He  went  to  Africa  and  spent  a  year  studying 
the  habits  and  management  of  these  "birds, "  as  they  are  called.  He 
informs  the  writer  that  he  started  with  23  birds  and  "  landed  at  New 
Orleans  December,  1884,  after  a  voyage  of  fifty-three  days.  The 
birds  were  confined  in  the  vessel  sixty-three  days,  owing  to  delays 
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a*  the  Cape.  He  was  assisted  during  the  voyage  by  two  shipwrecked 
sailors.  Jj"oixe  died  on  the  voyage.  This  is  remarkable,  and  is  the 
onjy  instance,  except  when  4  birds  were  sent  by  steamer  to  Aus- 
tralia. They  made  the  trip  in  twenty-four  days.  The  usual  loss  iM 
about  25  per  cent." 

While  at  New  Orleans  renting  the  birds  Mr.  Johnson  had  many 
tempting  offers  to  locate  in  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  but  he 
conclude  to  go  to  California,  as  perhaps  most  similar  in  climate  to 
the  natural  homes  of  the  birds.  He  theref  (we  took  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  and  reached  San  Diego  withiWtt  accident. 

They  were  lefl  corraled  in  the  city  of  San  Di^o,  while  he  explored  the  county  tor 
a  suitable  locatkm  for  their  permanent  settlement,  and  which  he  finally  found  in 
the  valley  of  the  San  Luis  Bey,  about  7  miles  from  the  town  of  Fall  Broc*.  Here  the 
clear,  dry  air,  the  good  water,  and  the  shelter  afforded  by  the  Santa  Rosa  hills  fur- 
nished the  prop^  conditions  for  the  establishment  of  an  ostrich  farm.  Here  the 
birds  have  thriven,  the  old  ones  maintaining  apparently  their  natural  vigor,  and  the 
American-hatched  being  at  two  years  (the  ostrich  matures  at  f oiu*  and  nve  years  in 
the  female  and  male,  respectively)  unusually  fine,  both  in  size  and  quality  of  feath- 
ers. The  breeding  birds  are  kept  paired  in  corrals  of  an  acre  in  extent ;  those  of 
one  and  two  years  are  left  a  range  of  some  80  acres  on  the  mesa,  while  the  small 
chicks  are  allowed  to  run  with  t£e  other  dooryard  fowls,  making  a  most  curious 
and  unusual  c<Hnbination.  A  visit  to  the  farm  repAjs  the  tourist,  as  (me  sees  then 
the  ostrich  in  its  varioiis  stages  o^  development,  and  in  something  like  its  native 
freedom. 

A  writer  describes  this  second  ostrich  farm  some  time  after  as 
follows: 

Eight  miles  from  Fall  Brook  is  a  bit  c^  Africa  dropped  down  between  the  hills.  At 
least  it  requires  but  a  small  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  think  of  the  ostrich  ranch 
as  a  patch  of  the  dark  continent.  A  Httie  vsffl^  encircled  by  barren  hUls,  a  heard 
of  ostriches  feeding,  the  old  adobe  where  the  incubatcws  are  kept,  pomegranate  txees, 
and  passion  vines  climbing  ov^*  the  low  house,. aU  make  up  a  picture  very  unlike 
the  conventional  type  of  American  landscapes.  The  birds  seem  to  take  kmdly  to 
their  adopted  home.  There  are  about  40  kept  at  the  ranch  at  present.  The  old 
birds  are  placed  in  pairs  in  their  several  pens,  and  only  the  young  are  allowed  to 
wander  over  the  grounds.  One  pair  have  a  nest  hollowed  out  in  the  ground,  and  are 
patiently  sitting  on  a  dozen  eggs,  the  male  bird  taking  charge  nineteen  hours  out  of 
i!he  twenty-four. 

DIFFICULTIES   OF  ACCLIMATIZATION. 

The  long  iourney  seemed  to  affect  the  vitality  and  fertility  of  the 
birds  of  both  importations.     Dr.  Sketchly  writes: 

The  second  year  of  my  experiment  with  the  first  birds  imported  I  reared  58  young 
bird^.    Some  of  these  wiU  now  soon  b^n  to  lay. 

In  Africa  there  would  have  been  200  to  300  increase  in  that  time. 

Mr.  Johnson  says  that  his  birds  were  selected  breeders,  and  that  he  '^ 
was  well  acquainted  with  them  before  buying,  having  spent  a  year 
on  one  of  the  best  farms  at  the  Cape. 

Yet  the  reproductive  powers  of  the  birds  are  greatly  impaired  by  the  arduous 
trip.  The  increase  has  been  exceedingly  slow.  Our  birds  have  been  paired  off  three 
yejw^  and  more,  and  although  I  have  a  few  very  fine  two-year-olds,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  eggs  have  thus  far  been  unfertile,  or,  when  fertile,  not  strong.  Four  of 
the  African  birds  have  died  from  consumpUcm  c^  lungs  and  stomach,  contracted 
on  the  voyage.  My  experience  is  that  it  has  thus  fs^  (1B8T)  been  a  long,  hard  pull, 
and  that  I  am  just  begmning  to  see  daylight. 

OBSTACLES  IN  THE  WAY. 

To  add  to  the  discouragement  the  prices  of  ostrich  plumes  fell  to 
a  small  amount.     The  little  bird  feathers  became  all  the  rage  with 
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the  ladies,  so  the  sale  of  ostrich  plumes,  the  chief  source  of  income 
in  ostrich  farming,  was  consequently  meager ;  but  the  fashion  is 
now  setting  the  other  way,  and  choice  plumes  will  be  in  good  demand 
at  fancy  prices. 

Here  were  45  birds  that  in  Africa  would  have  been  very  prolific. 
In  the  first  two  years  600  eg^s  should  have  been  obtained,  and  jpro- 
duced  at  a  low  average  400  healthy  chicks.  The  effect  of  acclima- 
tion was  very  trying  to  the  birds,  but  these  pioneers  were  not  daunted. 
A  new  obstacle  was,  however,  placed  in  the  way  of  further  impor- 
tation. The  South  African  ostrich  f amjers,  It  is  reported,  became 
alarmed  at  this  large  exportation.  They  now  have,  it  is  estimated, 
about  $50,000,000  invested  in  this  industry,  and  if  they  allowed  large 
troops  of  birds  to  be  freely  sent  to  the  very  land  that  took  every 
year  one-half  or  more  of  their  feathers,  this  immense  industry  would 
be  crippled.  So  we  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Cape  Town 
government,  in  November,  1884,  imposed  a  duty  of  $500  on  each 
bird  taken  out  of  the  country.  But  that  did  not  discourage  Ameri- 
can enterprise.    Dr.  Sketchly  says: 

I  was  80  well  pleased  with  the  enterprifle  that  last  year  (1886)  I  went  to  South 
Africa  to  purchase  a  lot  of  picked  breefing  birds  and  returned  with  them  in  April. 
I  landed  with  33  birds,  which  are  now  doing  well. 

OSTRICHES  AN  ATTRACTION—MORE    FARMS. 

Ostrich  raising  in  California  now  found  a  new  field  and  received 
a  new  impetus.  They  became  a  great  curiosity  to  the  many  visitors 
that  flocked  to  the  coast,  and  were  used  to  *^boom"  rival  points. 
They  are  certainly  "a  sight"  worth  seeing. 

In  Jiily,  1886,  parties  leased  Washington  Gardens,  Los  Angeles, 
and  Mr.  Cawston  started  at  once. to  Africa  and  selected  a  troop  of  44 
birds.  He  brought  them  in  a  sailing  vessel,  via  St.  Helena  and  Bar- 
badoes,  to  Galveston.  He  shipped  them  thence  via  Southern  Pacific 
Raih'oad,  reaching  his  destination  with  about  40  fine  birds.  They 
arrived  during  the  laying  season,  and  a  writer*  (November,  1887) 
,says: 

Perhaps  at  the  present  time  the  most  attractive  j*art  of  Messrs.  Cawston  &  Fox's 
yards  are  the  9  little  two-months  old  babies,  a  sight  seen  by  few  Americans  and 
well  worth  going  a  long  way  to  see.  The  writer  saw  them  when  a  day  or  two  old, 
and  will  long  remember  their  quaint  ways  and  looks,  tumbling  aroimd  like  little 
chicks,  but  nearly  the  size  of  grown  liens,  with  gray  down  on  their  backs. 

These  little  ones  were  hatched  by  an  ostrich  hen,  but  more  eggs  were  at  work  in 
an  incubator,  27  of  them  in  a  800-egg  machine. 

Mr.  Cawston  says  in  a  letter  to  the  writer  that  he  lost  25  per  cent., 
but  was  favored  with  particularly  good  weather.  A  friend  of  his 
who  imported  a  troop  lost  about  50  pe;r  cent.  These  birds  do  not 
seem  to  bear  the  confinement  of  shipboard.  There  is  no  direct  line 
of  steam-ships  from  this  country  to  South  Africa,  consequently  all 
the  importations  have  come  in  sailing  vessels  via  South  America, 
and  thence  to  New  York,  New  Orleans,  or  some  Gulf  port.  The 
high  export  tax  of  $500  on  each  bird  will  practically  prevent  any 
further  shipments  from  Cape  Colony,  as  that  will  make  the  cost  of 
the  birds  not  far  from  $1,000  each  when  they  reach  this  country,  es- 
pecially when  we  consider  the  losses  that  are  apt  to  occur. 

San  Diego,  not  to  be  outdone  by  Los  Angeles  as  an  attraction,  ob- 

*E.  C.  Clapp,  in  California  Cackler. 
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tained  from  the  Fall  Brook  farm  a  show  of  ostriclies  for  Coronado 
JBeach.    Of  these  a  friend  writes: 

CJORONADO  Beach,  June  4, 1887. 

Dear  Sm:  There  are  18  birds  here  on  exhibition;  2  of  them  are  birds  that  were 
imported  from  Africa,  and  the  11  others  are  yomig  birds  that  have  been  raised  in 
San  Diego  County  from  the  old  African  birds.  So  you  see  they  are  the  same  kind 
of  birds,  only  they  have  been  raised  in  California.  They  are  of  all  sizes,  from  that 
of  a  partridge  up  to  a  full-grown  ostrich. 

They  are  superior  to  the  African  chicks  of  the  same  age,  as  their  food  is  better 
than  in  their  native  country. 

Their  plumes  are  very  fine  and  they  enjoy  the  best  of  health.  The  old  birds  have 
been  in  California  over  three  years  and  are  thoroughly  acclimated  and  in  good  breed- 
ing condition. 

They  do  not  begin  to  lay  till  they  are  three  years  old.  The  oldest  of  our  chicks 
are  not  yet  two  years  old. 

The  female  lays  from  80  to  90  eggs  in  a  year. '  The  first  two  years  it  was  hard  to 
raise  the  young  chicks,  but  this  year  we  are  having  g(k)d  success.    I  think  it  will 
be  in  time  a  paying  business. 
Yours,  truly. 

There  are  now  six  or  more  places  where  ostriches  may  be  seen  in 
California,  and  at  four  of  them  are  breeding  camps. 

INCUBATORS  AND  OSTRICH  EGGS. 

One  of*  the  great  difficulties  met  in  this  new  enterprise  was  in  ob- 
taining reliable  artificial  incubators.  If  the  old  bird  is  allowed  to 
sit  she  will  stop  laying  when  about  16  eggs  are  deposited  in  the  hol- 
low nest  they  scoop  out  for  a  resting-place  for  the  eggs.  Then  these 
birds  are  very  sensitive  and  take  fright  and  offense  very  easily,  and 
if  the  eggs  are  handled  even,  or  the  nest  but  slightly  disturbed,  she 
will  forsake  the  nest.  Sometimes  they  will  leave  it  when  the  chicks 
are  nearly  ready  to  break  through  the  shell.  The  risk  in  getting 
chicks  hatched  is  quite  as  great,  especially  with  young  birds,  as  it 
has  proved  with  the  incubators.  Various  experiments  were  made 
and  many  eggs  spoiled  before  an  incubator  was  foimd  that  was  at 
all  reliable. 

The  Petaluma  incubator  (see  cut)  has  practically  a  monoi)oly  of 
the  ostrich-hatching  business  in  California.  Eight  different  styles 
of  machines  have  been  tried  at  the  several  ostrich  farms,  and  the 
Petaluma  has  proved  to  be  the  most  successful.  Three  of  these  ma- 
chines are  in  use  at  the  farm  of  the  American  Ostrich  Company,  one 
at  the  farm  6  miles  from  Los  Angeles,  and  one  is  now  bein^  built 
for  the  Washington  Gardens  Ostrich  Farm,  Los  Angeles.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  speaks  for  itself:  ' 

Mount  Fairview,  San  Dteoo  County,  April  14,  1887. 
Petaluma  Incubator  CJompany: 

Dear  Sirs:  Your  favor  of  the  8th  to  hand,  and  in  reply  wiU  Bay  that  so  far  we 
have  hatched  80  per  cent,  of  all  fertile  eggs;  the  balance  would  not  have  hatched 
under  any  circumstances,  the  condition  of  the  birds  not  being  favorable  for  thor- 
oughly good  eggs.  We  have  lost  a  good  many  from  malaria,  but  this  is  in  no  way 
atmbuted  to  the  machines.  I  believe  every  good  egg  placed  in  the  Petaluma  will 
hatch  out  a  good,  strong  chick.  We  now  have  at  the  beginning  of  this  season 
43  as  fine  youn^  ostriches  as  ever  were  hatched.  I. can  not  suggest  any  improve- 
ment for  hatchmg  ostrich  eggs,  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  Petaluma  can  be  improved 
materially.  The  first  macliine  I  had  of  you  two  years  ago  is  as  good  as  the  day  I 
received  it,  and  it  has  been  at  work  constantly  upon  fowls'  eggs,  of  which  Mr. 
Campbell,  our  foreman,  hatched  out  100  per  cent,  when  there  were  no  ostrich 
eggs  for  it.  The  other  two  machines  are  also  in  good  trim. 
Yours,  truly, 

E.  J.  Johnson, 
Manager  American  Ostrich  Compcmui^ 
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Mr.  Jolinson  writes  ( Jtiiie  20) : 

We  have  just  hatched  15  chicks  from  a  clutch  of  17  eggs,  88^^  per  cent.  This  is 
very  good,  and  has  seldom  been  stirpassed  in  Africa. 

Witli  this  fair  beginning  we  learn  tliat  the  result  was  not  so  sat- 
isfactory.    Mr.  Johnson  writes  us  (February  24,  1S88): 

We  raised  only  20  birds  last  year ;  a  small  proportion  of  eggs  laid  and  chicks 
hatched. 

The  young  ostrich  is  very  liable  to  colds,  and  many  succumb  be- 
fore they  are  a  month  old.  Possibly  the  cool  nights  of  California 
have  something  to  do  with  this  large  mortality. 

As  an  example  of  what  has  been  done  by  artificial  hatching,  Mr. 
Douglas*  cites  the  following: 

One  set  of  3  birds,  a  cock  and  2  hens,  during  the  period  from  June  80,  1872,  to 
June  30,  1878,  laid  188  eggs,  from  which  was  hatched  by  incubators  188  chicka. 
Of  these  18  died,  leaving  115  young  birds.  Of  these  he  sold  74  at  8  months  for  £16 
each  ($77.44),  and  counting  the  remaining  41  birds  worth  only  iB12,  there  is  a  re- 
turn of  £1,676  or  $8,111.84.  The  next  year  the  same  set  laid  118  eggs,  producing 
77  chicks,  and  the  first  six  months  of  the  third  year  they  laid  97  eggs,  producing  81 
chicks,  being  over  80  per  cent.  After  this  the  cock  was  killed  by  a  rascal  for  bis 
feathers. 

One  of  the  illustrations  is  from  a  photograph  of  the  first  ostriches 
which  were  hatched  here  after  I  came,  and  which  are  now  more  than 
a  year  old  ;  the  other  is  of  chicks  two  weeks  old,  two  ostrich  egg^ 
with  a  hen's  ^gg  beside  them,  and  my  dog  Floss. 

The  incubator  used  was  the  Douglas,  but  an  extensive  ostrich 
dealer  says  that  Christy's  is  considered  by  most  of  the  ostrich  raisers 
in  South  Africa  as  the  best  of  the  incubators.     (See  cut.) 

On  the  raising  of  ostriches  in  California  »  friend  gives  his  obser- 
vations as  follows: 

We  use  the  Petahmia  incnbator.  It  is  the  best  one  made.  The  chieka  are  from 
three  to  six  davs  old  before  they  eat  anything.  The  first  thing  they  eat  is  sand  and 
fine  bone,  the  last  named  we  break  up  for  them.  After  that  we  feed  beet  and  calj- 
bage  leaves  cut  very  fine. 

If  they  have  a  chance  to  run  where  ^ass  is  growing  they  can  get  their  own  liv- 
ing. If  the  chicks  are  healthy  they  will  eat  about  all  the  tmie.  We  pat  them  out 
in  the  morning  as  socmi  as  it  is  warm  enough;  at  night  we  put  them  m  an  old  in- 
cubator we  keep  for  that  purpose  onlv. 

They  do  not  bear  the  cold  well  until  they  are  about  six  weeks  old;  after  that  they 
are  quite  hardy. 

We  have  a  book  on  ostrich  farming  (Douglas),  but  yoa  can  not  learn  much  from 
it.    It  takes  experience  and  constant  studv  to  make  a  success  of  the  business. 

The  Los  Angeles  farm  is  the  Ingest,  but  the  San  Diego  one  has  raised  more 
chicks,  and  better  ones  also. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  ostrich  would  thrive  in  Texas  or  the  South.  They 
are  natives  of  a  very  warm  and  dry  climate.  The  young  chick  can  not  stand  rain 
or  heavy  wind. 

The  ostrich  lays  an  egg  every  third  day.  The  e^gs  are  large, 
being  5  to  6  inches  throu^  the  long  diameter,  %nd  weigh  from  3  to  5 
pounds  each.  The  shell  is  usually  very  thick,  sometimes  one-six- 
teenth of  an  inch.  The  contents  resemble  that  of  a  hen's  egg,  and, 
as  Dr.  Barnes's  letter  informs  us,  amount  to  40  fluid  ounces.  The 
period  of  incubation  is  variously  given  at  from  thirty-eight  to  forty- 
two  days,  and  doubtless  depends  upon  the  vitality  and  development 
of  the  chick.  The  average^  in  Canfomia  is  thirty-nine  days.  The 
young  chick  can  be  heard,  in  its  shell  days  before  it  appears.  It  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  assist  the  chick  m  breaking  the  shell.     In 

*  Ostrich  Farming  in  South  Africai  p.  217. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Report  on  Ostrich  Farming  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  1688. 


Ostrich  Chicks  Two  Weeks  Old.   The  Keeper's  Dog.   Two  Ostrich  Eggs 
Compared  with  a  Hen's  Egg. 

From  a  photograph. 


A  Troop  of  California  Ostriches  "  More  than  a  Year  Old." 

From  a  photograph.  ^.^.^^^^^  ^^  GOOglC 
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the  wilds  of  Africa  the  crows  have  learned  to  crush  the  ostrich  eggs 
by  letting  stones  fall  on  thorn  from  a  height.  In  Africa  the  empty 
shells  are  used  to  carry  water;  a  net- work  of  gi^ass  is  made  so  that 
several  may  be  carried  at  once.  In  California  there  is  a  ready  sale 
for  the  empty  shell,  in  some  instances  as  high  as  $5  being  paid  for 
them  as  a  curiosity. 

A  GLIMPSE  OP  OSTRICH  FARMING  IN  AFRICA. 

It  may  be  interesting  in  this  connection  to  see  ostrich  farming  in 
South  Africa  through  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Ley  land,*  F.  R.  G.  S.,  who 
writes: 

Friday,  October  22, 1860. 

Accompanied  by  a  friend,  I  drove  this  afternoon  to  Craddock  Place,  a  large  ostrich 
and  sheep  fanu  belonging  to  Mr.  Bennett,  about  5  miles  out  of  Port  Elizabeth. 
He  farms  5,000  acres.  Of  tliis  area  2,000  acres  are  in  the  bush,  and  are  laid  out  in 
*'  breeding  cam^w,"  or  divisions  of  from  5  to  10  acres  each.  In  each  camp  a  pair  of 
birds — a  male  and  female — is  placed.  They  wre  daily  fed  with  some  grain,  salt,  and 
-  crushed  bones,  in  addition  to  what  the  camp  ground  provides  for  them.  Mr.  Bennett 
Showed  us  the  Douglas  patent  lamp  incubator,  then  that  of  Messrs.  Christy  &  Ck). 
(See  cut.)  The  hot  water  in  this  is  supplied  from  an  adjacent  boiler  every  few  hours, 
the  incubator  not  having  a  lamp,  as  in  Douglas's.  It  was  very  interesting  to  see 
the  various  drawers  puUed  out  as  from  a  chest,  disclosing  rows  of  ostrich  eggs. 
Some  of  tlM^m  were  just  about  to  break  and  the  young  birds  to  make  their  appear- 
ance, ifr.  Bennett  said  he  preferred  to  sell  these  birds  when  three  days  old  for 
£6  ($35)  apiece,  rather  than  keep  them  for  three  months,  when  he  could  obtain  £10 
each.  The  stories  told  of  ** money  made"  through  the  instrumentalitv  of  these 
birds  are  something  fabulous.  For  instance,  a  pair  of  good  breeding  birds  is  worth 
from  £150  (|750)  to  £200  ($1,000).  The  number  of  eggs  produced  varies  consid- 
erably, but  each  female  bird  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  lay  from  40  to  50 
eggs  m  the  year.  There  are  some  birds,  I  am  positively  told,  bring  to  t^eir  fortu- 
nate possessors  at  least  £400  to  £500  per  annum,  through  the  number  of  eggs  they 
produce  and  by  the  sale  of  their  feathers.  Of  course,  birds  of  this  breed  would  be 
vastly  more  expensive  to  buy.  The  feathers  are  annually  worth  from  £10  ($50)  to 
£15  ($75)  per  bnd.  As  a  result  of  "various  conversations  with  those  interested  in 
ostrich  farming  I  annex  the  following  notes: 

The  farming  of  ostriches  seems  likely  to  make  more  radical  changes  in  the  pas- 
toral and  commercial  features  of  the  country  than  any  other  discovery  or  innova- 
tion that  has  been  made  since  the  cape  was  first  discovered,  with  the  exception  of 
the  opening  up  of  the  diamond  fields  in  1867.  An  ostrich  farmer  usually  lays  out  his 
camp  to  accommodate  a  certain  number  of  pairs  of  breeding  birds,  giving  to  each 
pair  an  inclosure  varying  from  1  to  10  acres,  according  to  the  veldt  on  the  farm 
and  the  length  of  his  piu-se.  As  a  fact  of  general  expenence  it  may  be  stated  that 
the  larger  the  camps  are  the  better  will  be  the  success,  both  with  breeding  and  young 
birds,  although  many  instances  can  be  given  of  successful  ostrich  rearing  on  smaS 
garden  plots  or  vards.  The  feathers  from  breeding  birds  are  generally  more  or  less 
spoiled  during  the  time  of  setting,  but  £10  per  pair  may  bo  calculated  as  the  usual 
return.  Breeding  birds  will  always  require  Mtificial  feeding  to  some  extent,  more 
grain,  etc. ,  being  required  dining  times  of  drought  than  when  reasonable  rains  cause 
a  luxuriant  growth  of  the  plants  and  bushes  m  the  camps.  It  may,  however,  be 
safely  estimated  that  £15  per  pair  will  cover  the  cost  of  feeding  if  the  farm  does  not 
produce  its  own  grain,  etc.,  in  which  case,  of  course,  the  amount  will  be  proportion- 
ately smaller.  One  plucking  of  feathers  per  annum  is  all  that  can  be  expected,  and 
the  value  of  the  produce  will  entirely  depend  upon  its  quality  and  the  state  of  the 
market.  * 

As  regards  the  cost  of  the  camps,  if  those  devoted  to  breeding  purposes  are  200 
yards  square,  and  the  young  birds'  camp  is  5  miles  around,  there  will  be  about 
m  miles  of  fencing  to  construct,  which,  if  properly  matle  with  poles,  wire,  and  bush, 
will  cost  £40  to  £60  per  mile.  In  addition  to  this  a  good  incubator  is  an  absolute 
necessity,  which,  with  means  for  watering  the  birds,  plucking-house,  etc.,  mav  be 
put  down  at  £100.     •  i-  e>  ,       j 

After  a  rapid  nm  for  some  distance  along  a  main  road  we  branched  off  to  a  farm 
in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Wynand  Louw.     ThLs  gentleman  had  several  pairs  of 

*A  Hohday  in  South  Africa* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


692  BBPOET  OF  THE  OOMmBSlOWm  OF  AORIOTTLTUBE. 

ostriches,  which  he  took  us  to  see.  They  were  inclosed  in  paddocks  about  30  yards 
square,  and  in  each  inclosure  were  a  niale  and  female  bird.  These  birds  have  a 
wonderful  digestion.  They  are  supposed  to  feed  upon  mealies  and  what  they  can 
pick  up  from  the  grass  and  earth  in  the  inclosures.  In  one  or  two  of  the  inclosures 
we  saw  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  nests  of  eggs,  wliich  the  birds  were  hatching. 
Apparently  **  it  was  nice  to  be  the  father,"  for  the  male  bird  was  doing  the  setting,  as 
Mr.  Louw  informed  us,  for  sixteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  the  nen  bird  doing 
duty  diuring  th^  remaining  eight  hours. 

ESTIMATED    EXPENSES,    PROFITS,    AND     INCREASE — CAPITAL     INVESTMENT    FOR    AN 

OSTRICH  FARM. 

10  pairs  of  breeding  birds,  at  £150  per  pair £1, 500 

100  young  birds,  twelve  to  eighteen  months  old,  at  £20  a  piece 200 

10  breeding  camps,  200  yards  square,  1  young  birds'  camp  5  miles  round, 

equal  to  8^  miles,  at  £50 ^ 425 

Incubator,  plucking-house,  etc 100 

Total 2,225 

ANNUAL  REVENUE. 

10  pairs  breeding  birds— 200  chicks  at  £5  each £1,  OOO 

Feathers  from  same,  10  paus  at  £10 100 

100  young  birds,  feathers  at  £6  each 600 

Increased  value  of  100  young  birds  at  £7  10s 760 

Total :.      2,450 

ANNUAL  EXPENDITURE. 

Feeding £150 

Rent  of  farm 250 

Superintendence 150 

Contingencies 200 

Total 750 

Deduct  this  annual  expenditure  of  £750  from  the  estimated  annual  revenue, 
and  it  leaves  a  net  return  of  £1,700,  or  42^  per  cent,  on  the  capital  investment. 

Another  large  source  of  revenue  may  also  be  mentioned,  namely,  the  rearing  of 
chickens  inst^d  of  selling  them  as  hatched  for  £5  each;  but  as  a  proportionately 
great  risk  is  run,  the  estimate  given  above  is  the  most  reliable.  The  risk  of  loss, 
however,  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  their  existence  is  very  great,  and  much  ex- 
perience and  care  are  required  for  success  in  this  branch  of  the  industry,  as  well  as 
an  ample  supply  of  green  food  of  particular  kinds,  which  can  not  always  be  grown 
on  account  of  want  of  water  or  imsuitable  soil. 

What  return  4o  birds  ^ive  on  the  capital  invested?  This  would  be  the  first  ques- 
tion asked  by  any  one  thmking  of  going  in  for  farming.  It  is  a  question  very  few, 
even  of  tiiose  that  have  been  at  it  some  years,  could  answer,  and  of  which  the  pub- 
lic have  the  most  wild  ideas,  or  else  tlie  promoter  of  the  joint-stock  companies  that 
have  been  lately  started  in  all  directions  would  never  have  the  barefaoeanessto  ad- 
vertise prospectuses  promising  the  public  from  40  to  100  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
their  investment,  including  in  this  even  the  capital  sunk  in  land,  building  dams, 
etc.,  which  give  no  direct  return,  and  which  in  England  would  represent  the  land- 
lord's investment,  and  which  is  subject  to  scarcely  any  risk,  the  fencing,  building, 
wagons,  etc.,  being  the  only  part  subject  to  natural  decay.  A  return  on  the  whole 
of  this  part  of  the  capital  of  15  per  cent,  per  annum  would  be  a  good  retimi. — 
Douglas. 

The  ostrich  industry  began  in  Cape  Colony  in  1865  with  85  birds, 
but  when  a  decade  had  rolled  around  the  number  had  increased  to 
22,247  ostriches.  Then  the  industry  began  to  attrjct  general  atten- 
tion. The  demand  for  birds  for  farming  purposes  was  §o  great,  es- 
pecially for  the  next  few  years,  that  fabulous  prices  were  realized  by 
those  who  had  birds  to  seU, 
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The  increase  in  Africa  is  estimated  at  about  20  chicks  each  year  to 
a  pair  of  breeders.  So  vre  can  see  that  the  increase  is  at  a  rapid  rate, 
although  the  proportion  of  pairs  of  breeders  to  young  birds  is  very 
small.  Allowing  them  to  double  every  five  years  there  are  now,  it 
is  estimated,  upwards  of  100,000  ostriches  in  South  Africa. 

Having  taken  this  hurried  glance  at  this  new  and  profitable  indus- 
try, a  careful  study  of  the  ostrich  will  be  next  in  order. 

THE  OSTRICH  FAMILY. 

The  ostrich  is  a  noble  bird  of  giant  form.  It  stands  about  8  feet 
high  when  full-grown,  and  in  the  wild  state  defies  the  horse  and  rider. 
Its  rich  plumage  has  been  adopted  as  a  part  of  court  dress. 

The  ostrich  faniilv  is  represented  by  four  species,  viz,  the  Ostrich  proper  (Stru- 
thio  camdvs\  the  Rhea,  the  Emu,  and  Cassowary.  Some  naturalists  give  a  fifth, 
viz,  the  Apteryx,  inhabiting  New  Zealand;  but  this  we  consider  a  mistake,  as,  al- 
though it  possesses  many  of  the  characteristics  of  the  ostrich,  it  differs  from  them 
so  much  in  other  respects  as  to  exclude  it  from  the  family.  The  family  differs  from 
other  birds  in  having  only  rudimentary  wings,  imadapted  to  flight;  in  having  the 
barbs  of  the  feathers  of  equal  len^h  on  each  side  of  the  quill,  and  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  deprive  it  of  the  means  of  flight,  and  in  having  the  oreast  roimded  like  a  bar- 
rel, instead  of  being  like  a  keel,  as  in  birds  of  flight.  The  ostrich  proper  is  distin- 
guished from  the  other  members  of  the  family  by  being  the  only  one  with  two  toes; 
by  being  twice  the  size  of  the  others;  by  its  eggs  averaging  upwards  of  3  pounds  in 
weight,  whilst  the  others  barely  average  li  poimds;  by  the  head  and  neck  being 
bfure  of  feathers;  by  the  beauty  of  its  plumage,  the  only  other  member  of  the  family 
producing  feathers  of  any  marketable  value  oeing  the  rhea. 

It  is  indigenous  to  the  whole  continent  of  Africa  and  is  also  f oimd  in  Arabia,  but  in 
the  latter  it  is  now  nearly  extinct.  The  rhea,  or  South  American  ostrich,  has  three 
toes  and  no  tail,  and  produces  feathers  somewhat  similar  to  the  chicken  feathers  of 
the  ostrich  proper.  Thev  are  known  in  the  trade  as  **  vantour  "  or  vulture  feathers, 
being  worth  from  45.  to  oOs.  a  pound.  A  curious  case  of  swindling  came  to  light  last 
year  in  Port  Elizabeth,  where  a  man  largely  engaged  in  the  feather  trade  imported 
lar^e  quantities  of  these  feathers  and,  mixing  them  u{>  with  the  inferior  kinds  of 
white  and  gray  ostrich  feathers,  sold  them  again  as  ostrich  feathers  at  an  enormous 
profit,  completely  deceiving  the  colonial  buyers,  the  matter  not  being  di^overed 
till  the  f earners  got  into  the  hands  of  the  London  manufactiurers. 

The  rhea  inhabits,  in  vast  numbers,  that  part  of  South  America  which  lies  south 
of  the  equator  and  east  of  the  Andes  Moimtains,  extending  down  to  the  Straits  of 
Magellan,  thus  reaching  to  18  decrees  nearer  the  pole  than  the  ostrich.  It  is  being 
rapidly  destroyed  for  the  sake  of  its  feathers,  which  are  being  exported  in  enormous 
quantities,  pnncipally  to  North  America  and  France.  The  e^^  of  the  rhea,  like  the 
ostrich,  is  cream-colored  when  fresh  laid,  gradually  turning  quite  white. 

The  emu  inhabits  the  whole  of  Australia,  and  Australia  only.  It  has  three  toes, 
18  of  a  brown  color,  the  feathers  being  of  a  crisp,  hairy  nature,  and  of  no  commer- 
cial value.  Its  eggs  are  very  handsome,  being  of  a  deep-blue  color,  and  much  in- 
dented. It  has  all  the  habits  of  the  ostrich.  The  plumage  of  the  two  sexes  is  of  the 
same  color.    It  is  fast  being  destroyed  as  the  coimtry  gets  filled  up  with  sheen. 

The  cassowary  is  found  sparsely  in  Northern  Australia,  some  parts  of  the  Malay 
Archipelago,  and  in  the  South  Pacific.  It  is  distinguished  from  the  other  members 
of  the  ostrich  family  by  a  large  homy  excrescence  on  its  head,  and  most  of  the 
species,  of  which  there  are  several,  have  one  or  two  wattles  suspended  from  the 
neck.  It  stands,  like  the  emu,  about  5  feet  high,  is  of  a  very  dark-brown  color, 
has  hairy  feathers  of  no  value,  is  quite  wingbss,  and  lays  a  light  greenish  ecp. 

The  whole  tribe  are  known  for  their  excessive  shyness  and  timidity,  without 
ivhich,  in  the  struggle  for  existence  in  the  world,  they  would  ere  this  have  ceased 
to  exist,  from  being  deprived  of  the  powers  of  flight.  "We  have  taken  this  glance 
at  the  other  members  of  the  family,  as  it  is  essential  that  the  ostrich  farmer  should 
know  thus  much  of  them. 

PECULIAR  ANATOMY  OF  THE  STRUTmO  CAMELUS. 

We  will  now  glance  at  the  anatomy  of  the  ostrich. 

The  leg, — Most  people  call  the  joints  by  their  wrong  names.  The  oetrich  walks 
on  its  toes;  what  is  commonly  called  the  ankle  joint  is  the  second  toe  joint  of  man« 
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The  so-called  knee  joint  corresponds  with  the  ankle  joint,  and  the  80*called  thigh, 
where  we  brand,  with  the  calf;  the  proper  thi^h  being  the  short  thick  bone  above 
this.  This  is  the  usual  formation  of  all  swift-Footed  animals,  the  part  from  what 
most  farmers  call  the  knee  downwards  beinff  the  foot,  the  heel  being  exceedingly 
long.  It  is  very  advisable  that  farmers  shomd  remember  this,  so  that  in  desoribmg 
to  each  other  malformations  or  injuries  there  should  be  no  confusion;  so  we  have, 
first,  the  first  toe  joint;  second,  the  second  toe  joint;  third,  the  ankle  joint;  fourth, 
the  knee  joint,  above  the  place  we  brand;  fifth,  the  thigh  joint.  The  leg  is  easil;r 
broken,  either  w^th  a  blow  or  when  they  are  dancing,  when  there  is  notning  for  it 
but  to  kill  them.  They  are  also  subject  to  spraining  the  ankle  joint  and  instep,  for 
which  the  best  remedy  is  cold-water  bathing  and  arnica  lotion.  We  have  had  them 
put  the  ankle  joint  completely  out;  if  seen  to  at  once  this  can  be  easily  pulled  in, 
and  a  few  hours'  cold  bathing  and  leaving  them  in  a  dark  stable,  so  that  ther  do 
not  use  the  leg,  will  put  them  all  right  in  a  couple  of  days.  They  will  sometimes 
get  tumors  on  the  leg;  these  are  easuv  opened  and  removed,  then* the  place  should 
be  well  cauterized.  Young  birds  will  sometimes  get  a  staggering  gait*  knocking 
the  legs  together  as  they  walk;  this  is  the  after-effect  of  tne  burds  having  eaten 
some  poison,  and  although  they  may  live  for  a  long  time  they  will  gradually  g^ 
worse  and  die. 

The  wirtg,  which  constitutes  nearly  the  whole  value  of  the  bird,  is  ezoeedinglv 
small,  and  the  feathers  are  imadapted  for  flight,  but  in  other  respects  it  la  perfect. 
They  are  rather  subject,  espieoially  as  young  birds,  to  put  out  the  nrst  or  small  joint, 
which  is  known  by  the  wing  hajigin^  down.  It  is  easily  pulled  into  place,  ana 
should  be  at  once  tied  to  the  other  wmg  over  the  back  and  left,  when  it  will  soon 
get  right  again. 

The  heaa  is  exceedingly  small,  and  consequently  the  brain  Is  small  also.  This 
has  been  calculated  to  be  m  the  proportion  of  1  to  1,200,  as  compared  witii  its  whole 
body,  whilst  the  eagle's  is  as  1  to  160,  and  the  parroquet's  as  1  to  45;  and  yet  the  bird 
is  anything  but  stupid,  as  every  man  must  own  who  has  seen  it  breaking  open  the 
shell  to  let  out  a  chick  that  is  fast  inside,  or  has  seen  it  managing  its  chicks. 

The  eye  is  the  only  organ  of  the  head  usually  subject  to  disease.  In  all  cases 
there  is  nothing  like  pouring  in  a  lotion  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  repeating  it  con- 
stantly, as  much  as  will  lie  on  a  shilling  to  a  quart  bottle  of  water  is  the  strength 
required.  Ants  have  been  known  to  attack  little  chickens  and  nearly  blind  a  whole 
brood,  which  were  all  saved  with  this  ti'eatment. 

The  neck  is  remarkable  for  its  great  length  and  for  its  formation,  allowing  the  bird 
to  turn  its  head  completely  around.  They  are  very  aj)t  to  get  bones  stuck  fast  in 
swallowing ;  if  they  can  not  be  forced  up  again  an  incision  should  be  made,  the  bone 
removed,  and  the  place  sewed  up,  when  it  will  quickly  heal. 

The  heart  lies  immediately  under  the  jimction  of  the  neck  with  the  body.  They 
are  very  subject  to  dropsy  of  this  orean,  or  what  is  commonly  known  as  water  on 
the  heart,  which  will  be  treated  of  when  considering  worms. 

The  lungs  lie  along  the  backbone,  extending  down  the  ribs,  but  not  adhering  to 
them.  They  should  be  of  a  beautiful  vermilion  color.  When  diseased  or  congested 
it  will  be  known  by  their  black  appearance,  and  by  the  clotted  blood  found  inside. 

The  liver  comes  immediately  behind  the  heart.  "  There  is  no  g^  bladder,"  In 
health  it  is  of  a  deep  plum  color,  with  a  beautiful  flush  on  it,  and  is  remarkable  for 
its  inviting  look.  These  constitute  the  organs  protected  by  the  ribs,  and  are  aep^ 
rated  from  the  remaining  organs  by  the  diaphragm  across  the  body. 

The  gptK^ard.— Continuing  our  course  from  head  to  tail,  we  next  have  the  gizzard, 
or  the  mill  where  the  food  is  ground  up.  This  should  always  be  hard  and  full  of 
stones.  It  is  subject  in  disease  to  get  flabby,  and  consequently  to  allow  the  stones 
to  pass  into  the  intestines  and  out  in  the  dung,  as  they  should  never  do  if  the  bird 
is  m  health. 

The  stomach  is  the  organ  into  which  the  food  passes  at  once  when  swallowed.  It 
corresponds  with  the  crop  of  other  birds.  It  is  here  that  the  juices  are  given  out  to 
the  food  from  small  cells  dotted  over  a  portion  of  the  stomach,  and  it  is  the  seat  of 
one  o^the  most  formidable  diseases  that  have  yet  appeared  (see  Worms).  From  the 
stomach  the  food  passes  up  into  the  gizzard,  ana  from  thence  into  the  intestines.  The 
stomach  and  the  gizzard  are  imited  together,  and  held  b^L  a  diaphragm  to  the  left 
side  of  the  bird,  to  the  left  side  of  the  backbone,  and  to  the  diaphragm,  which  divides 
the  body  in  two.  Thus  the  ri^ht  side  of  the  body,  when  the  stomach  is  empty,  has 
in  it  only  the  first  small  entrail ;  when  the  stomach  is  full  it  extends  nearly  from 
side  to  side.    These  are  points  to  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  caponising. 

The  intestines. — These  are  roughly  divided  into  the  small  and  largo  intestines,  or 
otherwise  the  upper  and  lower.  The  small  intestines  extend  from  the  gizzard  to 
the  **  coeca"  (otherwise  known  as  the  two  blind  stomachs  from  their  having  no  out- 
let).   In  the  small  intestiiiieB  the  food  is  converted  into  what  is  called  chyle.    It  is 
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here  we  find  the  tape-worm.  From  the  "  c»ca"  the  large  inteatineB  begfai.  Urst, 
we  have  the  manipiy,  or  what  correeponds  in  cattle  and  sheep  to  the  book  paunch. 
From  the  manipiy  we  pass  on  down  the  large  intestines  to  the  rectum.  It  la  in  the 
latter  that  we  get  constipation,  or  stop  sickness,  which  is  so  fatal  to  the  Ostrich. 

The  testicles  of  the  male  or  the  ovariiun  of  the  female  lie  opposite  the  stomach, 
and  under  the  himip  in  the  backbone,  to  which  they  are  suspended. 

The  kidneys  are  exceedingly  large,  extending  along  the  backbone  from  the  tes- 
ticles to  the  bladder. 

The  bladder  lies  just  below  the  rectum,  and  is  nothing  more  than  an  enlargement- 
of  the  extreme  end  of  the  intestines.  (The  ostrich  is  the  only  bird  that  unnates.) 
The  penis  is  curled  up  in  the  bladder. 

Tlie  hones  of  the  ostrich,  as  in  other  birds,  are  hollow.  The  age  to  which  an  ostrich 
can  live  is  unknown.  It  has  been  usually  supposed  to  be  very  great,  possibly  a  hun- 
dred years,  as  some  people  assert,  though  we  believe  this  to  he  guess-work.  The 
usual  calculation  for  aAimals,  that  of  six  times  the  period  it  takes  to  arrive  at  mar 
turity,  would  give  it  twenty-four  years,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  reaches 
a  greater  age  than  this. — Douglas. 

The  age  to  which  ostriches  will  attain  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
conjecture.  One  writer  estimates  that  some  of  the  ostriches  may- 
reach  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  years,  but  that  is  something 
like  the  estimates  of  profits,  very  unreliable.  Dr.  Sketchly  is  re- 
ported as  giving  an  instance  where  a  pair  of  ostriches  had  produced 
eggs  from  which  as  high  as  50  chicks  had  been  hatched  each  year 
for  years.  They  were  then  about  twenty  years  old.  The  usual 
growth  of  feathers,  where  these  birds  are  plucked  annually,  as  well 
as  the  large  number  of  eggs  produced  where  the  bird  does  not  set, 
must  affect  the  vitality  of  the  old  birds  as  well  as  that  of  their  future 
rogeny.  Possibly  a  cross  with  the  American  rhea  might  improve 
he  vitality  and  fertility  of  the  ostrich,  but  the  effect  on  the  plumage 
might  be  serious.  Here  is  a  field  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
ostrich  farmer.  Inbreeding  must  of  necessity  tend  to  make  them 
liable  to  disease. 


e 


DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS. 

That  ostriches,*  like  other  animals,,  should  have  their  diseases,  is  only  what  might 
be  expected;  the  treatment  of  these,  however,  is  but  imperfectly  xmderstood.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  which  have  terminated  fatally  death  appears  to  have  resulted 
from  disease  of  the  lungs,  the  ca\ise  of  which  has  not  been  satisfactorily  ascertained. 
(Cold,  damp,  ill-ventilated  pens  perhaps.)  Parasites,  both  external  and  internal, 
exist ;  of  the  former  class  two  species,  both  suctorial,  have  been  detected ;  but 
although  they  produce  the  usual  discomfort  and  irritation  they  do  not,  so  far  as  has 
been  observed,  cause  any  direct  in;jury  to  the  feathers.  Apparantly  no  application 
of  "insect  powder'*  avails,  but  a  httle  bran  mixed  with  the  food  has  been  found 
beneficial,  as  promoting  a  healthy  condition. of  skin.  Of  the  internal  parasites  an 
intestinal  worm, known  as  the  "wire-worm,"  from  its  form  and  hardness,  is  the 
most  troublesome,  and  the  only  one,  it  would  seem,  that  proves  fatal.  The  anti- 
dote is  castor  oil.  A  singular  defect  in  the  feathers^  well  known  to  those  who  have 
kept  hawks,  and  called  by  them  "  hunger  traces,"  is  observable  also  in  the  ostrich, 
but  only  in  tame  birds.  It  appears  as  a  line  of  imperfection  across  the  web  of  each 
feather,  chiefly  in  those  of  the  win^ ;  while  on  the  shaft  the  mark  may  be  not 
only  seen  but  felt  as  a  slightly  projecting  ridge.  The  injury  from  this  cause  is 
sometimes  such  as  to  occasion  the  feathers  to  break  oflP  at  the  "hunger  traces," 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  mark  seen  on  the  web  is  in  fact  owing  to  the 
breaking  oflf  of  all  the  fine  fibers  of  the  web  in  the  line  of  the  trace. 

Ostrich  feathers  thus  marked  are  said  to  be  "  bitten,"  a  term  which,  like  the  French 
equivalent,  "  coup  de  bee,"  conveys  the  erroneous  idea  that  the  injury  is  caused  by 
the  bird's  own  beak  or  by  that  of  its  companions.  Now,  it  is  well  known  to  falconers 
that  in  hawks  this  defect  arises  from  the  want  of  proper  and  sufficient  food  (hence 
the  term  "  hunger  trace  ")  at  some  i)eriod  during  the  growth  of  its  feathers ;  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  is  so  in  the  case  of  the  ostrich.  It  occurs  most 
frequently  in  time  of  drought,  when  the  birds  are  unable  to  procure  their  natural 
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diet  and  have  to  be  fed  on  maize  or  such  other  dry  food  as  is  most  easily  obtaina- 
ble. This  produces  an  unhealthy  condition  of  skin,  and  experience  has  shown  that 
the  remedy  lies  in  the  cultivation  of  Prickly  Comfrey,  which  not  only  withstands 
drought  well,  but  furnishes  the  birds  with  excellent  food,  well  suited  to  their  re- 
quirements. 

These  birds  with  "  barred  "  and  coarse  feathers,  with  distorted  quills,  are  palmed 
off  on  the  unitiated.  An  ostrich  dealer  in  Africa  informs  the  writer  that  such  birds 
are  discarded  by  experts,  but  he  fears  that  some  of  them  may  find  their  way  to 
America ;  in  fact  have  been  pmrchased  for  the  export  trade. 

It  is  simply  a  matter  of  impossibility  for  an  inexperienced  man  to  select  either 
birds  or  feathers,  and  any  one  in  the  ostrich-feather^  trade  will  corroborate  this 
statement. 

Further,  one  should  be  very  careful  not  to  introduce  that  fatal  disease,  tape- worm, 
into  an  ostrich  camp.  If  one  bird  contracts  the  disease  the  others  are  soon  in  the 
same  condition ;  this  they  acquire  by  swallowing  the  excrement  of  the  infected  bird. 
The  mortality  is  very  rapid  when  it  once  sets  in. 

WHAT  OSTRICHES  EAT. 

Ostriches  are  not  expensive  to  keep  [says  Mosenthal],  for  during  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  year  thejr  can  find  enough  to  live  upon  in  their  inclosures,  and  at 
other  times  only  require  a  little  Indian  com  or  beans,  and  some  additional  green 
food  in  the  shape  of  lucerne,  all  which  can  be  grown  on  the  farm. 

In  Algeria  Captain  Cr^pu  found  that  the  birds  throve  well  on  barley,  fresh  grass, 
cabbage,  and  the  leaves  of  the  cactus  or  Barbary  leaves  chopped  fine.  He  recom- 
mends about  3  pounds  avoirdupois  of  barley  a  day  for  each  bird,  and  green  food 
according  to  circunistances.  In  winter  and  during  the  breeding  season  a  more 
plentiful  supply  than  usual  should  be  given.  Mr.  Kinnear  states  tliat  for  their  usual 
food  nothing  equals  lucerne  or  trefoil,  but  they  also  like  cabbage  leaves,  fruit,  and 
erain.  Maize,  or  Indian  com,  better  known  as  *'  mealies,"  they  are  very  fond  of. 
As  is  the  case  with  cattle,  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  climate  must  be  carefully 
studied  if  ostrich  farming  is  to  be  carried  on  successfully.  The  birds  will,  of  course, 
live  and  to  a  certain  extent  thrive  on  grass  or  sour  veldt,  but  they  do  much  better 
on  the  **  karoo."  Here  they  find  and  take  into  their  system  the  natiuid  alkalies 
which  are  so  beneficial  to  their  health,  as  well  as  the  fruit  and  berries  of  various 
wild  shrubs  and  plants,  which,  with  grass  and  leaves,  form  their  chief  food  when 
in  a  wild  state.  Under  these  conditions  the  birds  grow  well  and  become  strong,  and 
the  feathers  get  finer,  heavier,  and  more  valuable. 

In  California  the  food  is  chiefly  grass,  grain,  vegetables,  weeds,  and  plenty  of 
broken  bones  and  graveL 

AGES,  DISTINaUISHINa  FEATURES,  AND  MANAQEMENT. 

Ostriches  [says  Douglas]  are  generallv  designated  as  chicks  up  to  seven  or  eight 
mouths  old,  or  as  long  as  they  have  still  got  their  first  crop  of  feathers  on.  From 
then  till  they  are  a  year  old  tiiey  are  called  feather  or  plucking  birds. 

The  next  two  years  they  are  properly  designated  as  lour  and  five  year  old  birds; 
but  in  advertisements  of  sales  and  jprospectuses  of  companies  they  are  often  called 
breeding  birds,  but  this  is  onlv  a  trick  to  sw^U  the  appearance  of  the  thin^. 

We  have  heard  of  cases  of  men  buying  birds  as  breeding  birds  thinking  they 
were  laying  birds  that  had  already  bred,  and  finding  afterwards  that  they  were  only 
four  or  five  year  old  birds  that  had  not  yet  bred,  and  were  consequently  only  wortli 
about  half  what  they  gave.  Birds  that  have  been  paired  off  in  separate  camps,  but 
have  not  yet  bred,  are  often  caUed  **camped-off  birds."  As  tliey  may  be  camped 
off  at  any  age  the  term  conveys  very  little  information,  though  four  years  old  is  the 
usual  age  for  camping  them  off.  After  they  have  bred  they  become  "  guarantied 
breeders,"  and  have  changed  their  designation  for  the  last  time. 

Tlie  distinguishing  marks  of  the  different  ages  are  somewhat  as  follows,  though 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  very  forward  bird  of  one  a^e  will  have  many  of 
the  marks  of  the  age  above  him,  while  a  backward  bird  will  have  many  of  the 
marks  of  the  age  below: 

Six  and  a  Tuuf  months  old, — The  quill  feathers  will  be  ready  to  cut;  some  of  the 
body  feathers  will  have  begim  to  change;  some  of  the  cocks  ^ould  begin  to  show 
black  feathers;  all  cocks  should  show  white  on  legs  and  bilL 

Twelve  months  old.— The  second  growth  of  quill  feathers  should  be  showing;  some 
of  the  cocks  should  begin  to  show  olack  feathers;  all  cocks  should  show  white  in 
legs  and  bill. 
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Two  years  old,— AM  the  chicken  feathers  should  have  gone  from  the  back,  and 
the  cocks  should  show  quite^lack  or  nearly  so.  Most  of  the  little  white  belly 
feathers  should  have  been  replaced  by  blacks  or  drabs,  according  to  sex. 

Three  years  old, — ^There  shoidd  not  be  a  single  chicken  feather  to  be  found  on  the 
body;  the  last  place  from  which  they  disappear  is  where  the  neck  joins  the  body. 
Eirery  vestige  of  the  white  belly  feathers  has  gone.  The  bird's  plumage  has 
reached  perfection;  some  of  the  cocks  will  be  red  in  front  of  the  leg  and  on  the 
bill. 

F(mr  years  old.  -—The  birds  have  reached  maturity.  The  breeding  orjgans  are  fully 
developed;  the  cocks  in  season  wiU  have  the  back  sinews  of  the  leg  pink,  the  front 
of  the  leg  and  the  bill  scarlet,  and  much  of  the  fjieness  of  the  leet,  the  leg,  and 
the  lines  of  the  body  will  have  gone. 

Five  years  old  and  upwards, — The  only  distinguishing  marks  we  know  are  a 
generally  coarser  look  of  the  limbs  and  body,  and  an  increasing  coarseness  of  the 
scaling  in  front  of  the  legs  and  feet.  Up  to  twelve  months  old  the  birds  should  be 
treated  as  chicks,  being  herded  and  fed  with  1  pound  each  of  either  wheat,  barley, 
or  Kaffir  com,  shedded  in  wet  weather,  and  green  food  cut  up  for  them  when  the 
grass  is  dry.  After  this  age  they  can  be  put  in  a  large  camp,  of  not  less  than  10 
acres  to  a  bird,  of  ordinary  South  African  veldt,  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves; 
but  an  opi)ortunity  should  be  selected  for  doing  this  when  the  veldt  is  in  prime 
order,  and  even  then  they  will  be  very  apt  to  take  to  hanging  up  and  down  the  fence 
nearest  the  homestead;  and  will  require  to  be  partially  herded  for  a  time  in  the 
camp.  For  the  next  two  years  they  \vill  require  watching,  and,  if  the  veldt  shotdd 
get  dry,  to  be  fed;  each  year  as  they  get  older  they  wiU  get  more  robust,  and  better 
able  to  stand  hardship  and  scarcity  of  food.  Up  to  three  years  old  they  will  often 
suffer  terribly  from  internal  parasites,  and  occasionally,  especially  if  food  is  scarce, 
require  to  be  physicked  (see  Diseases,  etc.).  If  the  fences  are  good,  once  a  fortnight 
is  quite  often  enouj^h  to  muster  them. 

Every  farmer  should  keep  a  stock  book,  and  carefully  note  the  count  in  each 
camp.  Trusting  to. memory  is  uncertain;  a  bird  is  taken  out  for  some  reason,  or 
some  are  sold,  or  one  dies,  and  these  are  very  apt  to  be  forgotten,  and  much  trouble 
and  imcertamty  as  to  what  the  count  should  be  is  thus  caused. 

The  days  of  cutting  the  feathers  or  pulling  the  stumps  of  every  bird  on  the  farm 
should  be  carefully  noted  in  a  book.  If  tliis  is  not  done  the  feathers  will  be  very 
apt  to  be  left  a  few  days  too  long,  and  be  considerably  damaged;  or  else,  perhaps, 
in  a  very  busy  season  much  time  will  be  lost  by  getting  the  birds  up  to  pluck,  and 
then  finding  that  the  feathers  are  not  yet  ready. 

Every  bird  should  be  branded  with  the  owner's  initials  in  large  letters  of  about 
4  inches.  The  branding  iron  should  not  be  more  tlian  an  eighth  of  an  inch 
broad  on  the  burjiing'edge.  If  many  birds  are  to  be  branded  there  should  be  three 
irons,  to  insure  their  being  red-hot.  The  birds  should  be  put  in  the  pluckmg  box, 
and  a  few  mealies  thrown  to  them  to  attract  their  attention  from  the  operator, 
when  no  holdmg  will  be  required.  The  irons  being  red-hot,  they  only  require  to 
be  applied  and  removed  almost  instantaneously,  and  tiien  a  dab  of  oil  should  be 
put  on  the  place. 

The  mistake  that  is  generally  made  is  in  keeping  the  iron  on  too  long,  thus  d&* 
stroying  the  skm  and  making  a  sore. 

ROYAL  PLUMES,  PLUCKING,  AND  PROFITS. 

The  rich  plumes  of  the  ostrich  have  always  been  admired.  For 
grace  and  beauty  no  plumage  or  ornament  can  compare  with  them. 

Each  bird  has  25  white  plumes  in  each  wing  with  a  row  of  pro- 
tectors, floss  feathers  underneath.  Above  these  are  a  row  of  blacks 
and  still  another  row  of  shorter  feathers  which  are  black  in  the  adult 
male  and  drab  in  the  hen.  The  male  and  female  birds  can  not  be 
distinguished  by  an  ordinary  observer  until  over  two  years  of  age. 
A  single  crop  oi  feathers  is  worth  $250  on  the  groimd. 

The  method  of  plucking  the  birds  Mr.  Johnson  described  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  Africa  it  is  customary  for  two  or  three  white  men  to  go  into  the  corral  with 
a  half  dozen  blacks  and  run  down  the  bitds  which  are  ready  to  be  plucked,  which 
was  not  only  a  waste  of  time,  but  extremely  dangerous  as  weU,  as  they  are  terrible 
Idokers,  and  the  breeders  especiaily  are  quite  ferocious.    Here  the  most  sensible 
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plan  iB»  whan  it  is  neoessar^  to  pluok  a  breeder,  to  ontioe  it  Into  a  little  pei^  to  eat 
BODie  ^ain»  so  that  a  stocklDg  may  be  slipped  over  it^  head.  This  takes  away  its  cour- 
age, when  it  can  be  plucked  with  safety*  The  feather  birds  are  caught  in  the  pad- 
dock while  eating,  and  plucked  in  the  same  manner. 

The  birds  were  at  first  plucked  every  six  montlis,  but  once  in  eight 
months  is  now  the  rule.  The  feathers  are  first  cut  off,  and  in  about 
two  months  the  stump  quills  are  pulled  out. 

Dr.  Sketchly  wrote: 

I  am  now  (June,  1887)  producing  about  $200  worth  of  feathers  each  per  year. 
We  find  a  ready  sale  for  the  feathers  at  $4,  $5,  and  |6  each,  for  which  we  could 
not  get  more  than  $1  in  Africa.  They  are  equal  to  feathers  sold  in  the  stores  at  $10 
and  $15  each. 

Mr.  Johnson  says: 

Plumes  hare  been  rery  cheap  for  two  years,  but  we  expect  them  to  be  up  axain 
by  the  time  we  have  enough  to  make  it  an  object.  We  have  a  fine  lot  in  New  York 
in  process  of  dressing.    Rices  are  rery  variable,  from  21«.  to  'ilti  per  pound. 

On  dl*essed  plumes  there  is  a  duty  imposed  of  50  per  cent,  of  the 
iralue.  The  value  of  the  exportation  of  feathers  from  Africa  was,  at 
last  accounts,  the  enormous  sum  of  £1,000,000  per  annum;  of  this 
amount  it  is  estimated  that  America  absorbs  $3,000,000  at  least. 

The  New  York  importers  have  long  enjoyed  a  monopoly  in  this 
business,  and  many  large  fortunes  have  been  made  bv  them. 

The  North  Africa  or  Barbary  feathers  are  superior  to  those  of 
South  Africa,  and  command  a  higher  price  In  the  market.  If  the 
American  feathers  should  prove  superior  it  will  create  a  furor  in  the 
feather  market.  From  North  Africa  there  is  a  large  exportation  of 
feathers  annually,  amounting  to  about  £500,000. 

The  Barbary  leathers  are  shipped  chieiiy  from  Tripoli  through 
Marseilles  to  I^aris  or  London.  The  feathers  before  shipment  are 
**  roped  "  for  the  market;  that  is,  they  are  sorted  into  ffrades,  prime 
whites,  first  whites,  second  whites,  tipped  whites,  best  fancy  colored, 
and  Second  fancy  colored.  The  choicest  are  picked  out  and  sold  pri- 
vately. A  Oalirornia  lady  said  that  the  finest  plumes  she  ever  saw 
Were  worn  bjr  ladies  interested  in  the  ostrich  farms.  The  South  Af- 
rican plume  is  characterized  by  its  breadth  of  barb,  and  each  indi- 
vidualbarb  has  a  richer  floss,  but  the  barbs  not  being  set  so  close  as 
those  of  the  North  African  birds,  the  plume  has  a  thinner  appear- 
ance. The  shaft,  though  full  as  long,  is  straighter  and  less  graceful 
than  a  Barbary  plume,  but  it  has  a  compensatory  advantage  in  bleach- 
ing to  a  far  purer  white.     (Bigger.) 

The  great  point  of  natural  oeauty  in  a  feather,  in  addition  to  its 
richness  of  plumage,  is  the  graceful  curve  taken  towards  the  tip. 

To  compete  with  the  Barbary  feather  trade  the  North  African  birds 
are  being  imported  to  South  Africa.  When  these  become  accli- 
mated the  Capedealers  hope  to  export  *Hhe  finest  quality  of  feathers 
in  the  world.  ^ 

It  majr  interest  the  reader  to  know  that  this  venture  in  ostrich 
farming  in  America  is  watched  with  great  interest  by  ostrich  farmers 
generally. 

The  united  testimony  of  those  competent  to  judge  is  that  the 
American  birds  are  larger  and  finer  tham  their  Arrican  progenitors 

Mr.  Johnson  writes: 

Compared  with  the  African  progeny,  our  California  chicks  are  superior  fo  most 
that  1  saw  in  Africa.  They  ar^  larger,  more  vigorous,  and  of  better  pltmiage,  owin^ 
doubtless  to  better  care.  We  expect  our  troop  to  inorease  rapidly  when  our  Ohr 
f omia  birds  are  old  enough  to  breed,  but  not  before. 
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Dr.  SketcUy  writes: 

We  have  now  (June  3, 1887)  a  number  of  young  birds  of  all  ages,  from  two  days 
to  seven  months,  hatched  here.  The  seven  months  birds  are  much  larger  and  finer 
than  any  birds  I  have  seen  m  Africa  of  the  same  atfe. 

This  climate  is  very  similar  to  that  of  South  Africa,  and  the  constant  supply  of 
preen  food  afiforded  all  the  year  will  make  this  vicinity  one  of  the  most  important 
in  California  in  the  near  future. 

This  induetrr  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  but  it  will  soon  become  a  most  important  one* 
In  Africa  osti-ich  f  armmg  is  only  twenty  years  old,  and  it  is  the  third  in  importance  at 
the  present  time  in  that  coimtry. 

The  diamond  mines  and  sheep  farming  have  outranked  it,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
the  ostrich  industry  will  soon  take  first  place. 

The  general  utility  of  the  ostrich  makes  it  a  bird  of  great  promise. 
The  turkey  is  a  Thanksgiving  bird,  but  the  ostrich  might  properly 
be  a  New  Year  or  an  Easter  one. 

OSTRICH  EGQS  AND  MEAT  AS  CHOICB  FOOD. 

Ostriches  can  be  utilized  as  food,  and  may  come  to  rank  high  as 
an  article  of  diet  when  so  numerous  as  to  be  profitable  in  that  di- 
rection.   The  egg  has  been  regarded  as  a  rare  delicacv  in  Africa. 

The  following  report  from  my  scientific  friend  will  be  read  with 
interest : 

San  Disqo,  May  19,  1887. 

Dear  Doctor  Dukoan:  Regarding  the  value  of  the  ostrioh  egg  as  food  I  have 
no  information  except  that  derived  from  my  own  observation,  which  has  been 
limited. 

I  was  invited  by  Mr.  Johnson  to  a  lunch,  «it  which  an  omelet  made  of  one  egg  was 
•erved  for  eight  of  us,  and  it  waS  sufficient  for  all. 

I  could  see  no  ditference  between  it  and  that  prepared  with  hen's  eggs. 

I  was  then  presented  by  Mr.  Johnson  with  one  eeg.  the  colitent9  of  which  I  re- 
moved, amounting  to  40  fluid  ounces.  1  dividea  it  between  two  families  and 
partook  with  one  of  them  of  the  e^g  scrambled.  The  other  family  prepared  it  in 
some  usu^  way  and  used  a  part  of  it  for  making  a  cake.  None  of  us  could  notice 
any  difference  hetween  it  and  the  egg  of  the  hen. 

I  confidently  expected  to  find  some  distin^ishing  quality,  but  found  none  of  that 
strong  flavor  that  characterizes  the  egg  of  the  duwt  and  goose.    I  could  fljid  no 
reason  for  concluding  that  it  was  inferior  in  any  respect  to  the  egg  of  any  other 
bird  or  fowl  in  respect  to  flavor  or  nutritious  quality. 
Yours,  fraternally, 

G.  W.  Barnes,  M.  D. 

When  an  ostnoh  in  South  Africa  is  killed,  from  accident  or  other  causes,  every 

Srt  of  the  bird  is  utiliised.  Tlie  first  step  is  to  remove  the  skin  so  as  to  preserve 
e  feathers  uninjured.  The  next  is  to  melt  the  fat,  which  is  poured  mto  b^  made 
of  the  skm  of  the  thighs  tied  at  the  lower  end. 

The  erease  or  fat  of  the  bird  in  good  condition  will  fill  the  skin  of  both  legs, 
which  hold  about  4  gallons  j  not  onhr  is  it  eaten  with  bread  and  used  in  the  prep- 
aration of  '*kookpDsoo*'  and  other  foods,  but  the  Ai'abs  regard  it  as  a  useful  ap- 
Elication  in  cert<>in  maladies.  In  all  cases  of  rheumatism  or  acute  f>ain8  it  is  used 
y  being  well  rubbed  in.  and  then  the  affected  parts  are  Covered  with  heated  sand. 

Those  who  have  tasted  ostrich  meat  state  that  it  Is  both  wholesome  and  palatable, 
although  as  might  be  expected  in  the  wild  bird  it  is  somewhat  lean  and  tough. 
"When  the  birds  have  been  domesticated,  however,  and  fed  Oil  lucerne  (clover)  and 
grain  the  meat  becomes  juicy  and  tender. 

Notwithstcmding  its  prohibition  by  the  Jewish  legislator,  it  would  seem  that 
ostrich  meat  was  not  unf  requently  consumed  in  olden  times. 

Firmus,  one  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  it  is  said,  used  to  dine  off  ostrich,  and  ac- 
cording to  Lampridius,  the  Emperor  Heliogabalus  on  the  occasion  of  a  great  feast 
caused  the  brains  of  six  hundred  ostriches  to  be  served  Up  in  one  dish.  It  is  related 
of  Leo  Africanus  that  he  partook  of  ostrich  meat  in  Nunudia,  where  it  is  said  young 
ostriches  were  then  fattened  expressly  for  the  t»ble. 

8trabo  gives  a  curious  account  of  the  fltrutho-phajgus.  a  black  tribe  on  the  upper 
Nile,  who  hunted  and  lived  upon  oetnches  and  dowed  themiielve«  with  the  skins 
of  theburda. 
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A  recent  observer,  Canon  Trista^n,  has  remarked  that  the  Arabs  of  the  present 
day  eat  ostrich  meat  and  that  he  himself  has  tasted  it  and  f  o\md  it  palatable.  Tliia 
opmion  is  shared  by  Hartmann  (Journal  fur  Omithologie). 

Mr.  John  Parkes,  of  Wheatland,  Cape  Colony,  reports  that  in  1875  he  had  a  troop 
of  ostriches  feeding  in  veldt;  an  antelope  suddenly  jumped  up  amon^  them  and 
they  took  to  flight.  While  running  at  full  speed  one  of  tne  birds  put  his  foot  into 
a  hole  and  broke  his  leg;  the  poor  bird  lay  there  all  night  and  next  morning  Mr. 
Parkes  brought  it  to  the  homestead  in  his  cart.  Finding  it  impc^ible  to  set  the 
bone  the  bird  was  killed  and  the  meat  converted  into  steaks  and  **biltong."  It  was 
said  to  "eat  just  like  young  beef,  juicy  and  tender,  with  just  a  suspicion  of  a  sweet- 
ish flavor,  usually  undiscoverable  in  beef."* 

So  long  as  the  present  value  of  ostrich  feathers  is  maintained  it  is  not  likely  that 
many  birds  will  be  killed  for  the  sake  of  the  meat  alone. 

Even  the  skeleton  of  an  ostrich  commands  a  good  price  for  public  museums. 
Professor  Ward,  of  Rochester,  we  understand,  asl^  $125  for  a  full  moimted  ostrich 
skeleton. 

GENERAL  UTILITY  OF  THE  OSffRICH. 

Experiments  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  test  the  capability 
of  the  ostnch  in  drawing  and  carrying  burdens.  According  to  Montaigne,"  L'Eim- 
pereur  Firmus  fait  mener  son  coche  a  des  autruches  de  merveilleuse  grandeur,  de 
jnani^re  qu'il  semblait  plus  voler  que  rouler."    ("  Essais"  liv.  iii,  chap.  VI.) 

Dr.  Sparrman,  a  century  ago  (1775),  saw  mounted  ostriches  at  the  Cape;  and  be- 
fore him  Moore  had  recorded  his  having  seen  an  Englishman  at  Joar  ti'aveling  long 
distances  upon  a  bridled  ostrich.  (Travels  in  Africa.)  Adanson  speaks  of  the  ease 
and  rapidity  with  which  a  large  tame  ostrich  ran,  first  with  two  little  blacks,  and 
then  with  two  full  grown-negroes  on  its  back,  while  a  smaller  bird,  with  equal 
facility,  cairied  a  single  full-grown  man.    (Voyage  to  SenegaL)— (HARTma.) 

The  late  Mr.  Blytt  informed  Mr.  Harting  that  ostriches  from  North 
Africa  are  frequently  offered  for  sale  in  Calcutta,  and  that  he  saw 
some  years  ago  in  tne  gardens  of  the  Maharajah  of  Bnrdwan  one 
mounted  by  a  boy.    In  the  Jardin  d'Acclimatation  in  Paris  at  the 

S resent  day  the  keeper  may  occasionally  be  seen  amusing  himself  by 
riving  a  little  car  drawn  by  an  ostrich. 

When  domesticated  in  Texas,  as  they  doubtless  soon  will  be,  we 
expect  to  hear  that  the  cow-boys  utilize  ostriches  in  herding  cattle. 
Their  fleetness  should  mak^  them  excellent  mounts  for  scouts  and 
couriers. 

OSTRICH  FARMING  AT  OTHER  POINTS. 

From  the  examples  already  given  of  successful  acclimation  out  of 
Africa  it  is  evident  that  ostrich  farming  can  be  pursued  with  suc- 
cess elsewhere  than  in  the  bird's  native  land.  M.  Mosenthal  thinks 
that  **  the  southern  provinces  of  Russia,  Spain,  Italy,  New  South 
Wales,  and  some  parts  of  South  America  and  of  the  Southern  United 
States  offer  to  a  great  extent  many  of  the  conditions  which  experi- 
ence has  shown  to  be  requisite  for  breeding  and  successfully  domesti- 
cating this  giant  bird." 

Ostrich  raising  has  taken  a  firm  hold  of  South  America. 

With  the  first  importation  to  the  United  States  came  a  troop  of 
nearly  200  birds  that  were  landed  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  we  learn  that 
the  industry  is  now  growing  rapidly. 

The  rhea  flourished  in  that  section  even  as  far  south  as  Patagonia, 
and  doubtless  tiie  Struthio  camelus  will  prove  equally  as  prolific 
when  it  once  becomes  fully  acclimated. 

The  pampas  of  South  America,  like  the  plains  of  Texas  ajid  New 
Mexico,  so  closely  resemble  the  *'  Karoo"  of  South  Africa  that  os- 
triches should  do  as  well  there  as  on  their  native  heaths. 

*Mo8enthal  &  Harting,  OstricheB  and  Ostrioh  FarmiDg,  p.  52. 
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Mr.  Johnson  says : 

From  my  knowledge  of  ostriches  and  their  needs  I  believe  that  in  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  Texas,  and  Georgia  favorable  localities  can  be  found  for  them,  and  that  a 
great  part  of  old  Mexico  is  especially  suitable. 

Whether  ostrich  farming  will  succeed  in  other  parts  of  America 
time  and  experiment  alone  will  tell.  The  ostrich  is  a  tropical  bird, 
but  will  endure  a  great  deal  of  cold.  An  emu  imported  to  England 
seemed  none  the  worse  for  the  change  ;  but  the  habit  of  these  south- 
equatorial  birds  to  begin  to  lay  in  the  winter  months  subjects  the 
chicks  to  too  rigorous  weather.  Possibly  when  they  become  accli- 
mated so  that  they  will  lay  and  hatch  in  the  hot  months  they  may  be 
found  to  flourish  even  in  the  more  northern  States.  Texas  and  the 
Southwest  would  seem  an  inviting  field,  but  even  there  the  birds 
should  be  protected  both  from  the  cold  nortliers  and  the  winds, 

INVITATIONS  PROM  MEXICO  AND  GUATEMALA, 

There  has  recently  been  organized  in  California  a  company  with 
$1,000,000  capital,  called  the  Central  America  and  Guatemala  Ostrich 
Company,  to  pusn  this  industry  in  a  new  field.  The  Government  of 
Mexico  has  offered  them  a  grant  or  concession,  of  32,000  acres  of  land, 
besides  a  subsidy  or  bonus  of  $200  for  each  bird  three  years  old,  up 
to  the  number  of  two  hundred.  I  am  inf  onned  that  the  Government 
of  Guatemala  has  been  equally  generous  towards  this  industry. 
Those  countries,  it  is  believed,  are  especially  adapted  to  the  raising 
of  ostriches. 

The  chief  obstacle  in  the  management  of  these  birds  in  California 
is  the  large  expense  for  land  rent  and  help.  An  ostrich  farmer,  Mr. 
Burkett,  writes: 

As  regards  profits,  if  yon  get  land  cheap  and  labor  cheap  there  is  no  more  expense 
than  in  keeping  fowls,  and  the  profits  would  be  enormous;  but  we  pay  $40  per  acre 
per  year  for  the  land,  and  $40  per  month  and  board  to  a  man.  Of  course  tnat  is  a 
great  item. 

With  such  a  lar^e  grant  of  land  free,  and  labor  cheap,  as  it  is  in 
Mexico  and  Central  America,  this  company  starts  out  well,  and  should 
make  a  profitable  business  of  it. 

PRESENT  PRICES  OP  OSTRICHES. 

Mr.  Berkeley,  a  Cape  Town  dealer,  writes  (February,  1888): 

As  to  prices,  they  vary  from  £10  to  £S0  per  bird,  according  to  quality,  age,*  etc., 
the  proved  breeding  birds  of  course  being  the  most  expensive.  If  you  import  any 
chickens  I  would  not  advise  you  to  ship  them  too  young,  as  they  need  great  care. 
'^  should  recommend  a  few  pairs  of  breeding  birds  and  a  few  birds  over  and  above 
a  year  old,  say  up  to  two  years.  The  boxes  for  them  should  be  nicely  padded,  as 
chafing  often  causes  death. 

Notwithstanding  the  low  prices  quoted,  Mr.  Burkett,  who  imported 
a  number  recently,  says: 

It  is  very  risky  and  very  expensive  bringing  them  from  Africa.  Mine  cost  me  as 
near  as  possible  $500  per  oird;  then  I  had  several  that  died.  I  believe  that  you  can 
buy  them  very  cheap  here. 

It  may  interest  some  parties  to  know  that  an  African  ostrich  dealer 
offered  to  buy  choice  proved  breeders  and  accompany  the  birds,  pro- 
vided his  expenses  were  paid  by  steamer  and  back  tx)  Natal,  with  a 

*B6  most  refer  to  young  birds.— J.  C  D. 
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remuneration  of  say  £16  a  month.  I  presume  that  arrangements 
could  be  made  With  exporters  to  deliverbirds  in  America  for  a  fixed 
price. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  price  of  birds  is  now  much  lower  in  Africa 
than  a  few  years  ago.  From  the  fine  crop  of  birds  in  California  a 
selection  could  doubtless  be  made  for  any  new  farms  that  might  be 
started.  A  troop  of  twenty  full-grown  birds,  breeders,  was  offered  the 
writer  at  the  uniform  price  of  $360  each.  This  was  below  cost,  but 
the  party  was  anxious  to  return  to  England.  Choice  birds,  like 
choice  imported  stock,  command  good  prices.  The  owner  of  a  pro- 
lific pair  m  Africa  refused  repeatedly  £1,000  for  them. 

Mr.  Johnson  says: 

I  can  furnish  twoyear-old  birds  at  $500  each)  six  months  birds  at  $600  each,  and 
eggs  at  $26  eaoh. 

Dr.  Sketchly  says: 

We  do  not  propose  to  sell  any  chicks  at  present,  but  could  dispose  of  a  few  pairs 
of  breeders  at  from  $1,000  to  $S,000  per  pair. 

There  is,  ^  we  hare  seen,  certainly  great  risk  in  ttiis  business,  and 
it  would  seem  that  it  is  one  that  the  Government  should  encourage. 

.  None. — Since  the  above  was  written  we  learn  that  other  farms  are  organizing. 
Ostrich  raising  is  an  industry  of  promise,  and  is  destined  to  receive  private  if  not 
State  or  national  encouragement.  The  limits  of  this  article  necessitate  the  omis- 
sion of  much  interesting  information  collected  by  the  writer. 
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Adulterations,  food,  28,  38;  lard,  284;  pepper,  560;  mtistard  seed,  561;  cloves,  562; 
allspioe,  608;  cinnamon*  568. 

Agriculture.  Department  or,  appropriation  for,  9. 

Agricultural  colleges  in  the  United  States,  appropriation  for,  8:  list  of,  533. 

AgriculttutLl  experiment  stiLtions,  accoimt  of,  8;  appropriation  tor,  9;  relation  of,  to 
Department,  10;  need  of  station  at  Washington*  13;  list  of,  547. 

Agricultural  exports  and  imports,  1887  and  1888,  45l. 

Agricultural  societies,  new  directory  of,  47. 

Agricultural  statistics,  29. 

Analyses  by  Chemical  Division,  minerals,  ores,  rocks,  etc.,  221;  fertilizers,  marls, 
etc.,  228;  sorghum  canes,  sugar  beets,  and  syrups,  224,  291,  802;  samples  of 
water,  226;  miscellaneous  samples,  227;  sweet  cassava,  230;  lard  and  its  adul- 
terations, 284. 

Animal  Industry,  work  of  Bureau  of,  14;  herds  inspected  by,  17;  need  of  labora^ 
tory  for,  18. 

Anthrax,  investigation  of,  18« 

Apple  rusts,  870. 

Apple-twig  borer,  a  new,  187. 

Appropriations,  Department  of  Apiculture,  9;  agricultural  colleges,  $. 

Attenuation  of  hog  cholera  bacilh  by  heat,  175. 

Atwatkr,  W.  O.,  report  of  office  of  experiment  stations,  537-558. 

Australasia,  agriculture  in,  464;  area  and  population,  1861,  1875, 1886,  464;  occupa- 
tions of  population,  465. 

Austria,  hop  production,  1888  to  1886,  473. 


Bacilli  of  glanders,  207;217. 

Barley,  acreage,  product  and  value,  1880  to  1887,  418;  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  429; 

importation  of,  1870  to  1888,  418;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States*  488;  value  per 

bushel,  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  431;  yield  per  acre  of,  1887,  by  States,  431* 
Beet,  sugar,  i)ortions  of  coimtry  favorable  to  its  growth,  24. 
Beet  sugar,  cost  of,  in  Calif omia,  802. 
Beet-sugar  industry,  progress  of,  80,  801;  bulletin  on,  808. 
Bird  migration  in  Mississippi  Valley,  bulletin  on,  36. 
Birds,  noxious,  experiments  in  poisoning,  86. 
Black-rot  of  grape  vine,  report  on,  38,  334. 
Blight,  potato,  report  on,  38. 
Boll-worm,  injuring  tomatoes,  experiments  on,  I41i 
Borer,  apple-twig,  new,  187. 
Botanical  Division,  work  of,  81. 
Botanist,  report  of  the,  805. 
Bounty  laws  for  restraint  of  noxious  animals,  87. 
BoWBRS,  H.  8.,  report  on  black-rot  of  the  tomato,  845. 
BrukeR,  L.,  report  on  insects  of  Nebraska,  189. 
Buckwheat,  acreage,  product,  and  value,  1880  to"  1887,  418;  crop  of  1887,  by  States, 

429;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  482;  value  per  bushel,  crop  of  1887,  by 

States,  481;  yield  per  acre  of,  1887,  by  States,  481. 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  work  of,  14;  need  of  laboratory  for,  18;  report  of,  145; 

on  pleuro-pneumonia,  145;  swine  diseases,  156, 179, 193;  glanders,  206;  United 

States  cattle  quarantine,  219. 

708 


Digitized  by 


Google 


704  INDEX 

a 

Cabbage  curculio,  136. 

Canker  worms,  cotton  bands  for,  188. 

Carbolic  acid  as  a  disinfectant  in  hog  cholera,  168. 

Cattle,  losses  during  188S-'89,  by  States,  444;  receipts  at  sea-board  cities,  1875  to  18S7« 
447;  receipts  and  shipments,  Western  markets,  1875  to  1888,  446. 

Celery-leaf  blight,  notes  on,  898. 

Cereals,  acreage,  product,  and  value,  1880  to  1887,  419. 

Chemical  Division,  22;  organization  and  equipment  of,  221. 

Cinnamon,  adulteration  of,  568. 

Cloves,  adulteration  of,  562.  / 

Cocoons,  silk,  production  of,  in  United  States  in  1888, 112. 

Conway  Springs,  expedments  at,  in  manufacture  of  sugar,  250, 254, 280, 294. 

COQUILLETT,  D.  W.,  report  on  methods  for  destroying  scale  insects,  123. 

Com,  acreage,  product,  and  value,  1880  to  1888,  413;  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  428; 
crop  of  1^,  by  States,  412;  crop  of  surplus  States,  1887  and  1888,  411;  exporta- 
tion and  production,  1849  to  1887,  413;  value  per  acre,  1887,  bv  States,  432; 
value  per  bushel,  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  431;  yield  per  acre  of,  1887,  by  States, 
431. 

Cotton,  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  430;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  432;  value  per 
pound,  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  431;  yield  per  acre  of,  1887,  by  States,  431; 
Egyptian  exports,  1821  to  1887,  463.' 

Cotton-seed  oil,  physical  and  chemical  properties,  241;  its  preparation,  242;  mills, 
243;  refining  process,  243;  specific  gravity,  244. 

Cottony  cushion-scale  of  California,  investigation  of,  19. 

Cows,  price  per  head,  by  States,  January  1,  1889,  437;  number  and  value  by  States, 
January  1,  1889,  439. 

Cramfton,  C.  a.,  report  of  sugar  experiments  at  Sterling,  Kans.,  287. 

Crop  production,  graphic  method  of  illustrating,  31. 

Crops  of  1887,  acreage,  product  and  value,  by  States,  421. 

Crows,  report  on  food  of,  and  damage  to  crops,  by  W.  B.  Babrows,  498. 

Curculio,  the  cabbage,  136;  the  plum,  57;  geographical  distribution,  58;  food  plants, 
59;  habits  and  natural  history,  59;  number  of  broods  and  hibernation,  62;  nat- 
ural enemies,  birds,  predaceous  insects,  parasites,  63;  remedies,  64;  effect  of 
Paris  green,  70. 

D. 

Dei^on,  a.  a.  ,  report  on  experiments  in  sugar  manufacture  at  Sterling,  Kans.,  287. 

Demino,  E.  W.,  report  on  experiments  in  manufacture  of  sorghum  sugar  at  Con- 
way Springs,  Kans.,  280. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  general  report  of,  7,51;  distribution  of  documents 
by,  50. 

Dia|posi6  of  glanders,  210, 218. 

Diffusion  process  with  sugar-cane,  263. 

Diseases  of  animals,  need  of  qualified  investigators  of,  18. 

Disinfectants  in  ho^  cholera,  163. 

Distribution  of  species,  482. 

Dodge,  J.  R.,  report  of,  as  statistician,  405. 

Documents,  numW  and  kinds  of,  distributed  by  the  Department  durmg  the  year,  50. 

Douglass,  Kans.,  experiments  at,  in  manufacture  at  sugar,  249, 256, 27o. 

E. 

Entomology,  Division  of,  19, 53;  list  of  publications  during  the  year,  66. 

Entomology,  economic,  catalogue  of  exnibit  at  New  Orleans  Exposition,  56. 

Egypt,  agriculture  in,  1887, 459;  cotton  cxjwrted  from,  1821  to  1887, 468;  sugar  prod- 
uct and  value,  1877  to  1887,  464. 

Europe,  hog  cholera  in,  168. 

Experiment  stations,  agricultural,  account  of,  8;  appropriation  for,  9;  relation  of,  to 
the  Department,  10;  need  of  one  at  Washington,  12;  report  of  office  of,  by  W. 
O.  Atwater,  537;  origin  and  development  of,  by  A.  C.  True,  541;  list  of ,  in  th0 
United  States,  547. 

Exports,  agricultural,  1887  and  1888,  451. 

Exports  and  imports  of  forest  products,  1878, 1888,  681. 

R 

Farms,  number  and  size  of,  in  France,  1882,  470. 
Farming,  ostrich,  in  America,  685;  track,  668^ 
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Fernow,  B.E.,  report  of  Forestry  Division,  597. 

Fibers,  textile,  nucroscopic  examinatioii  of,  43;  exhibition  at  Cincinnati,  44. 

Fisher,  A.*K.,  report  on  the  sparrow-hawk,  401. 

Fluted  scale,  80;  importation  of  parasite  of,  from  Australia,  89;  remedies,  92. 

Food-adulterations  investigated,  28,  28;  results  published  in  Bulletin  JLLLi  of  Chemi- 
cal Division,  28;  effect  on  health,  28;  adulteration  of  lard.  29. 

Forests  and  rain-fall,  603. 

Forest  products,  imports  of,  for  1878  and  1888,  631;  exports  of,  for  1878  and  1888, 
632;  imports  of,  and  countries  from  which  imported,  1888,  683;  exports  of,  and 
countries  to  which  exported,  1888, 634. 

Forestry  Congress,  American,  action  for  forest  preservation,  601;  meeting  at  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  602. 

Forestry  Division,  report  of,  597;  technological  investigations  by,  618. 

Forestry  interests  in  the  States,  598. 

France,  hog  cholera  in,  172;  distribution  of  land  in,  469;  farms,  number  and  size  of , 
in,  1882,  470;  hop  production,  1883  to  1886,  473. 

Fruits,  native  and  introduced,  W.  H.  Raqan,  575. 

Fungus  diseases  of  the  vine,  83. 

Fungus  diseases  of  plants,  immense  losses  from,  84;  need  of  a  station  for  the  study 
of,  84. 

Fungi  of  grasses,  report  on,  by  F.  W.  Anderson,  826. 


Galloway,  B.  T.,  report  of  section  of  Vegetable  Physiology,  825. 

Gardens  and  Grounds,  work  of  Division  of,  35. 

Germany,  hop  production  of,  1888  to  1887,  473. 

Glanders,  156;  etiology  of ,  206;  diagnosis  of ,  210;  animals  suaceptible  to,  211,  214; 
guinea-pigs,  inoculation  with,  211, 214. 

Grape  leaves,  septosporium  on,  381. 

Grape  scale,  185. 

Grape  vine,  report  on  black-rot,  83, 334;  diseases,  treatment  of,  826. 

Grapes,  wild,  monograph  on,  by  Pomological  Division,  45. 

Graphic  method  of  illustrating  crop  production,  81. 

Grasses,  best  for  the  South,  32. 

Grasses  and  forage  plants,  experiment  station  for,  established,  83. 

Grasses  and  weeds,  805;  Reiinaria  oligostachya,  305;  Paspalum  vaginaium,  P.  dia- 
tichum,  Setaria  viridvt  (green  foxtail),  806;  Oplismentis  setarius,  Beckmannia 
erucceformia  (slough  grass)  Anthenantia  rufa,  807;  Amphicarpum  Purahii, 
Leersia  Virginica,  Poa  andinay  308;  Agroptpiim  grtotwJMw  (Colorado  blue-stem), 
Plantago  Patagonica  (Western  plantain),  809;  Lygodeamia  juncea,  Solanum  tri- 
;forwm  (wild  potato),  310. 

Great  Britain,  hop  production,  1885  to  1888,  472. 

Guinea-pigs,  inoculation  of  glanders  in,  211,  214, 


Hay,  acreage,  product  and  value,  1880  to  1887,  420;  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  430; 

value  per  ton,  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  431,  yield  per  acre  of,  1887,  431;  value 

per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  482. 
Hogs,  price,  different  ages,  by  States,  January  1,  1889,  488;  number  and  value,  by 

States,  January  1,  1889,  440,  receipts  and  shipments.  Western  markets,  1875  to 

1888,  448;  receipts  at  sea-board  cities,  1875  to  1887,  448. 
Hog  cholera,  investigations  of,  156;  prevention  of,  156;  sources  of  infection,  158; 

laws  concerning,  160;  means  of  disinfection,  163;  treatment  of,  165;  in  Sweden 

and  Denmark,  168;  in  France,  172;  bacilli,  attenuation  by  heat,  175. 
Hops,  European  production,  473. 
Hop  plant-louse,  93;  history  of,  94;  experiments  with  remedies,  potash,  soda,  Paris 

green,  tobacco,  103;  kerosene  emulsion,  paraffine  emulsion,  104;  quassia,  105; 

soaps,  106. 
Horses,  price,  different  aces,  by  States,  January  1,  1889. 437;  number  and  value,  by 

States,  January  1, 1889, 439;  losses  during  1888-'80,  by  States,  443. 


Imports  and  exports  of  forest  products,  1878, 1888,  (531. 

agricultural,  1887  and  1888,  458. 
India,  wheat  crop  of,  1887-88,  by  provinces,  473. 
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Infection  in  hog  cholera,  156. 

Insect  Life,  a  periodical  bulletin  of  the  Entomological  Division,  89. 

Insecticides,  machines  for  applying,  107;  Bpray  machines,  trial  of,  109. 

Insects,  identification  of,  aided  by  Bulletin  XIX,  Entomological  Division,  B6« 

Inspection  of  animals  by  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  17, 

Iowa,  investigation  of  swine  diseases  in,  198. 

Irrigation,  yield  per  acre  of  land  under,  in  Victoria,  469. 

J. 

,)apan,  agricultural  and  miscellanoous  statistics  ot,  454. 

K. 

Kansas,  laws  concerning  swine  disease,  150. 

Kenner,  La.,  analysis  of  sorghum  plant  at,  23;  manufacture  of  sorghum  sugar  at, 

253,  278. 
King,  W.  M.,  report  of  Seed  Division,  643. 


Laboratory,  new,  needed,  45. 

Land  laws,  Australian,  466. 

Lard,  physical  and  chemical  proinarties  of,  287. 

Lard  and  its  adulterations,  234. 

Lard  industry,  statistics  of,  248. 

Lard,  stearine,  236. 

Leaf -blight  of  the  pear,  357. 

Leaf -rust  of  oottonwoods,  890. 

Lime  as  a  disinfectant  in  hog  cholera,  168. 

Live-stock,  numbers  and  values,  January  1, 1889, 434;  price  of  differwit  clasies,  1880 

to  1889,  437;  commercial  movement  of,  446;  number  in  Australasia,  468. 
Locust,  Rocky  Mountain,  investigation  of,  20, 
Louse,  hop-plant,  10,  93;  remedies  for,  102. 

M. 

Mammalogy  and  OmitholMT,  Division  of,  86,477. 

Maple,  leaf-spot  disease  of,  883. 

Maryland,  extirpation  of  pleuro-pneumonia  in,  150;  investigation  of  swine  diseases 

in,  179, 204. 
Merriam,  C.  Hart,  report  of  Division  of  Ornithology  and  Mammalogy,  477. 
Metal  ties  for  railroads,  625. 
Michigan,  forestry  interests  of,  600. 
Microscopist,  report  of  the,  559. 
Migration,  bird,  in  Mississippi  Valley,  bulletin  on,  36. 
Montana,  fungi  of,  33;  pastoral  resources  of,  311;  mining  and  stock-raising  in,*  812; 

general  features  of,  312;  climate  of,  315;  native  grasses  of,  317. 
Mules,  price,  different  ages,  bv  States,  January  1, 1889, 487;  number  and  value,  hj 

States,  January  1, 1889, 489. 
MURTFELDT,  M.  E. ,  entomological  notes  for  1888, 188. 
Mustard,  white,  adulteration  of,  561;  black,  562. 

N, 

Nebraska,  act  to  prevent  spread  of  hog  cholera,  160;  report  on  insects  of,  L.  Bbu- 

NER,  139. 
Netherlands,  hop  production,  1883  to  1886, 473. 

O. 

Oats,  crop  of  1888,  by  States,  416  ;  acreage,  product,  and  value,  1880  to  1888, 417 ;  .  rep 
of  1887,  bv  States,  428  ;  value  per  bushel,  crop  of  18S7,  by  States,  481 ;  yield  per 
acre  of,  1887,  by  States,  431 ;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  482. 

Oil,  cotton-seed,  physical  and  chemical  properties  of,  241. 

Oleo-stearine,  237. 

Olive,  efforts  to  introduce  and  propajgate  in  the  United  States,  35. 

Ornithology  and  Mammalogy,  Division  of,  86 ;  report  of  Division  of|477t 

Ostrich  farming  in  America,  report  on,  by  T.  X4«  DUNOAlTy  685t 
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Pacific  coast,  introduction  of  pheasants  on,  484, 

Paris  Exposition,  part  taken  in,  by  the  Department,  48. 

Paris  ereen,  use  of,  to  destroy  plum  curcuuo,  70 , 

Pathology,  vegetable,  work  of  section  of,  83 ;  report  of,  835. 

Peach' yellows,  investigation  of,  36 ;  report  on,  893. 

Pheasants  introduced  on  Pacific  coast,  484. 

Pear,  leaf -blight  and  cracking  of,  857, 

Peimsvlvania,  extirpation  of  pleuro-pneumonla  in,  149. 

Pine,  white,  the  cut  of,  1888, 629, 

Plant  material,  distribution  of,  897, 

Plum  curculio,  57  ;  habits  of,  59 ;  remedies  for,  64. 

Plum  pockets,  366. 

Pluero-pneumonia,  investigation  of,  by  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  14,  ;  prevalence 

of,  15 ;  report  on,  by  D.  E,  SALMON,  145 ;  in  New  York,  147 ;  in  New  Jersey,  148 ; 

in  Pennsylvania;  149 ;  in  Maryland,  150  ;  in  Illinois,  158 ;  in  Virginia,  151. 
Poisoning  noxious  birds,  experiments  in,  36. 
Polariscope,  new,  564. 
Pomology,  Division  of,  44  ;  work  of,  565. 
Pomologist,  report  of,  565, 
Potatoes,  acreage,  product,  and  value,  1880  to  1887, 420 ;  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  480 ; 

yield  per  acre  of,  1887,  by  States,  431 ;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  433. 
Prevention  of  hog  cholera,  156. 
Publications  of  the  Department  for  the  year,  49. 

Quarantine,  United  States  cattle,  219. 

R. 

Rain-fall  during  crop  years  1887  and  1888, 407;  relation  to  wheat  jrield  in  New  South 

Wales,  1882  to  1887,  469;  and  forests,  603. 
Rio  Grande,  N.  J.,  experiments  at,  in  manufacture  of  sugar,  250,  268. 
Roads,  good,  importance  of,  to  agricultural  interests,  47. 
Rocky  Mountain  locust,  20. 
Rocky  Mountain  region,  forest  conditions  of,  42. 
Rye,  acreage,  product,  and  value,  1880  to  1887,  417;  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  428; 

vgdue  per  bushel,  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  431;  yield  per  acre  of,  1^,  by  States, 

431;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  432, 


Scale,  fluted,  original  home  and  identity,  80;  geographical  distribution,  88;  food 
pkmts,  84;  natural  enemies,  85;  importation  of  parasites  from  Australia,  89; 
remedies,  92. 

Scale  insects,  report  on  methods  of  destroying,  by  D.  W.  Coquillett,  128. 

Seed  Division,  work  of,  88;  report  of,  by  w.  M.  King,  648. 

Seed  distribution,  should  be  transferred  to  experiment  stations,  40. 

Sheep,  price,  different  ages,  bv  States,  January  1, 1889,  438;  number  and  value,  by 
States,  January  1, 1889,  440;  losses  during  1888-'89.  by  States,  445;  receipts  at 
sea-board  cities,  1875  to  1887,  447;  receipts  and  shipments.  Western  markets, 
1875  to  1888,  447. 

Silk  culture,  experiments  by  the  Department,  21;  exhibit  at  Cincinnati  Exposition, 
22;  reporton,  by  Philip  Walker,  111;  distribution  of  silk-worm  eggs,  111;  pro- 
duction of  cocoons  in  United  States,  1888, 112:  co-operating  organ&ations,  115; 
apparatus  for  washing  eggs,  116;  scientific  testing  of  cocoons,  116;  apparatus 
for  testing,  118;  cocoon  volumeter,  119;  reel  for  testing,  120;  purity  of  race  in 
silk-worms,  121. 

Silk  industry,  experiments  in  regard  to,  21;  need  of  protection,  55. 

Silk  reeling,  experiments  in,  54;  effect  of  foreign  competition,  55. 

Silk- worms,  (see  Silk-culture). 

Sorghum  plant,  analysis  of,  22;  sugar  from,  24;  application  of  diffusion  ijrocess,  25; 
limit  of  region  of  successful  growth,  26;  variability  of,  27;  comparison  of  va- 
rieties, 291;  advantages  over  sugar-cane,  294;  crosses,  295. 

Sorghum  sugar,  manufacture  of,  249,  271;  factory,  259. 

Sparrow,  English,  bulletin  on,  36, 
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Spraying-pumps  and  bellows  for  treating  fungi,  34. 

Squirrels,  ground,  investi^tion  of,  87. 

Stations,  ex]3eriment,  8;  list  of,  547. 

Statistical  Division,  29. 

Statistician,  report  of  J.  R.  Dodge,  as,  405. 

Stati^cs,  agricultural,  29;  Division  of,  vrork  and  methods,  474. 

Stearine,  236;  oleo,237. 

Sterling,  Kans.,  experiments  at,  in  manufacture  of  sugar,  250,  257, 287. 

Sugar,  experiments  in  the  manufacture  of,  23;  amount  paid  for,  23;  limited  area  on 

^hich  sugar-cane  can  be  grown,  24;  maple  sugar,  2i;  experiment  station,  need 

of,  27;  report  of  W.  C.  Stubbs,  273;  Egyptian  product,  1877  to  1887,464. 
Sugar,  beet,  successfully  made  on  the  Pacinc  coast,  24. 
Sugar-beet  industry,  24:  progress  of,  301. 
Sugtir-cane,  treatment  bv  diffusion  process,  263. 
Sugar  factory,  points  to  be  considered  in  building  a,  259;  cost  of,  262. 
Sugar, soi^hum,  manufacture  of,  249;  at  Rio  Grande,  N.  J.,  250, 268;  at  Kenner,  La., 

253, 273;  at  Conway  Springs,  Kans.,  254, 280, 284;  at  Douglass,  Kans.,  256, 278;  at 

Sterling,  257, 287. 
Swine  diseases,  investigations  of,  17;  in  Iowa,  193;  in  Maryland,  179;  in  Virginia,  203. 
Swine-plague  bacteria,  biology  of,  200. 

T. 

Taylor,  Thomas,  report  of  the  Microscopist,  559. 

Technological  investigations  by  the  Forestry  Division,  618. 

Temperature  during  crop  years  1887  and  lw8,  407. 

Teosmte  seed,  value  of,  89. 

Tobacco,  acreage,  product,  and  value,  1880  to  1887,  420;  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  480; 

value  per  pound,  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  431;  yield  per  acre  of,  18fe,  by  States, 

431;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  432. 
Tomatoes,  injury  by  boll-worm,  investi^tion  of,  141. 
Transportation  rates,  report  of  Statistician  on,  448, 
Treatment  of  hog  cholera,  165. 
Tree-planting  machine,  637. 

Tropical  seeds  and  plants,  distribution  in  the  South,  85. 
Truck-farming,  report  on,  J.  K.  Reeve,  663. 

U. 
United  States  cattle  quarantine,  219. 

V. 

Van  Dbman,  H.  E.,  report  of  the  Pomolo^t,  565. 

Vasey,  Georoe,  report  of  the  Botanical  Division,  305. 

Vegetable  pathology,  section  of,  33;  experiment  station  needed  in  connection  with, 

34;  report  of,  325. 
Virginia,  extirpation  of  pleuro-pneumonia  in,  151;  swine  plague  in,  203. 

W. 

Wheat,  acre^e,  product,  and  value,  1880  to  1888,  416;  crop  of  1887,  by  States,  428; 
crop  of  1^,  bv  States,  415;  value  per  bushel,  crop  of  1B87,  by  States,  431;  yield 
per  acre  of,  1888,  by  States,  431;  value  per  acre,  1887,  by  States,  432;  Austral- 
asian crop  and  supply,  467;  Indian  crop,  1887-88,  by  provinces,  472. 

Wliite  pme,  the  cut  of,  1888,  629. 

Wiley,  H.  W.,  report  of  Chemical  Division,  221. 

Wood  and  wood  manufactures,  imports  and  exports  of,  between  Canada  and  tlie 
United  States,  627. 

Wool,  Australasian  exports,  1872  to  1885, 468;  Australasian  product  and  value,  1886, 
468. 
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